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TheThe strangestrange titletitle ofof thisthis book,book, contrastingcontrasting
withwith itsits moremore militantmilitant andand modernmodern sub-title,sub-title, 
sayssays aa lotlot aboutabout itsits theme.theme. ItIt isis thethe storystory
ofof thethe traditionaltraditional BritishBritish animalanimal welfarewelfare 
andand anti-vivisectionistanti-vivisectionist movementmovement awakeningawakening 
fromfrom thethe doldrumsdoldrums ofof thethe pastpast fiftyfifty yearsyears 
andand beginningbeginning toto organizeorganize itselfitself intointo aa 
twentieth-centurytwentieth-century politicalpolitical cause.cause. 

L,toreL,tore specifically,specifically, comgassioncomgassion isis thethe BU~lerBU~ler 
isis thethe storystory ofof AnimalAnimal elfareelEare Year.Year, helhel inin 
BritainBritain inin 19761976 toto markmark thethe centurycentury thatthat 
hadhad passedpassed sincesince thethe CrueltyCruelty toto AnimalsAnimals 
ActAct ofof 1876,1876, thethe ActAct whichwhich governsgoverns animalanimal 
experimentsexperiments inin BritainBritain toto thisthis day.day. ItIt isis 
alsoalso thethe storystory ofof thethe subsequentsubsequent movementmovement 
toto 'Put'Put AnimalsAnimals intointo Politics'Politics' (as(as ifif therethere 
weren'tweren't enoughenough animalsanimals inin politicspolitics already,already, 
asas someonesomeone inevitablyinevitably remarked).remarked). CliveClive 
HollandsHollands isis well-qualifiedwell-qualified toto telltell ofof thesethese 
events,events, sincesince hehe waswas thethe ChairmanChairman ofof AnimalAnimal 
WelfareWelfare YearYear andand SecretarySecretary toto thethe GeneralGeneral 
ElectionElection Co-OrdinatingCo-Ordinating CommitteeCommittee forfor AnimalAnimal 
Protection.Protection. alsoalso knowknow asas GECCAP,GECCAP. thethe bodybody 
whichwhich did,did, finally,finally, succeedsucceed inin puttingputting
animalsanimals intointo BritishBritish politics.politics. 

HollandsHollands isis anan animalanimal welfarewelfare administratoradministrator 
whosewhose homehome basebase isis thethe ScottishScottish SocietySociety forfor 
thethe PreventionPrevention ofof Vivisection.Vivisection. HeHe isis notnot aa 
pnilosopher,pnilosopher, andand hishis bookbook containscontains nono sus­sus­
tainedtained discussiondiscussion ofof whywhy itit isis wrongwrong toto testtest 
shampoosshampoos onon thethe eyeseyes ofof rabbits,rabbits, oror toto dodo 
anyany ofof thethe otherother thingsthings thatthat AnimalAnimal WelfareWelfare 
YearYear andand GECCAPGECCAP werewere directeddirected against.against.
AlthoughAlthough hehe happilyhappily goesgoes alongalong withwith thethe ideaidea 
thatthat animalsanimals navenave rights,rights, thethe realreal basisbasis ofof 
hishis concernconcern seemsseems toto be,be, asas hishis titletitle 
suggests,suggests, compassion.compassion. 

SoSo readread CompassionCompassion isis thethe BUflerBUfler notnot toto 
increaseincrease y~uryour understandingunderstanding a0 thethe philos­philos­

animal butbut forfor appreciationappreciationophyophy ofof anLmal rights,rights, anan� 
ofof thethe tacticaltactical issuesissues involvedinvolved inin actuallyactually�
bringing HowHow thethe manymany�b~inging aboutabout change.change. areare� 
differentd7ffer~nt andand oftenoften feudingfeuding animalanimal groups-­groups-­�
rivalling, asas reporterreporter said,said, aa schoolschool�rLvallLng. oneone� 
ofof amoebaamoeba inin theirtheir fissiparousfissiparous tendencies-­
tendencies-­
to bebe united?united? thetheCo IsIs itit reallyreally possiblepossible forfor 
LeagueLeague AgainstAgainst CruelCruel SportsSports toto sitsit downdown atat 
ehethe samesame tabletable asas thethe 3ritish3ritish HorseHorse Society,Society, 
manymany ofof whosewhose membersmembers areare activeactive fox-hunters?fox-hunters? 
AndAnd whatwhat aboutabout thethe NationalNational Anti-VivisectionAnti-Vivisection 
SocietySociety andand theche BritishBritish UnionUnion ofof Anti­Anti­
Vivsectionists,V~vsectionists, whichwhich havehave squabbledsquabbled everever 
sinceSLnce l898,l898, whenwhen uncompromisinguncompromising membersmembers ofof 
thethe formerformer group,group, dismayeddismayed itsatat ics effortsefforts 
toto seekseek reformreform ratherrather thanthan abolition,abolition leftleft 
itit andand foundedfounded thethe latter?latter? ' 

37
37 

clollandsclollands confrontsconfronts thesethese problemsproblems withwith aa 
confidentconfident pragmatism:pragmatism: 'r'I amam notnot inter­inter­
estedested toto knowknow whetherwhether aa societysociety isis tootoo 
moderate,moderate, tootoo extremeextreme oror eveneven tootoo militant.militant. '' 
AsAs longlong asas theythey aimaim forfor thethe generalgeneral goalgoal
ofof improvementimprovement inin thethe treatmenttreatment ofof animals,animals, 
HollandsHollands isis happyhappy toto havehave themthem joinjoin in.in. 

IsIs hehe right?right? OrOr isis therethere aa realreal dangerdanger 
ofof dilutingdiluting thethe drivedrive ofof thethe radicalsradicals toto 
suchsuch anan extentextent thatthat anyany measuresmeasures ofof reformreform 
succeedsucceed inin appeasingappeasing thethe publicpublic ratherrather 
thanthan aidingaiding thethe animals?animals? SinceSince allall thethe 
effortsefforts ofof AnimalAnimal WelfareWelfare YearYear andand thethe movementmovement 
toto PutPut AnimalsAnimals intointo PoliticsPolitics havehave notnot yetyet 
yieldedyielded anyany changechange inin thethe lawslaws relatingrelating toto 
thethe treatmenttreatment ofof animalsanimals Bricain,inin Britain, itit 
isis stillstill tootoo soonsoon toto say.say. HollandsHollands 
believesbelieves legislativelegislative changeschanges areare onon theirtheir 
way,way, andand willwill taketake placeplace inin thethe nextnext fewfew 
years.years. SoSo wewe shallshall havehave toto waitwait aa littlelittle 
beforebefore wewe cancan knowknow ifif hehe hashas takentaken thethe 
rightright road.road. 
ForFor thosethose notnot livingliving inin BritainBritain andand notnot 
familiarfamiliar withwith thethe animalanimal welfarewelfare scenescene 
there,there, thisthis bookbook willwill provideprovide valuablevaluable 
information.information. BritainBritain stillstill is,is, inin manymany 
ways,ways, thethe forerunnerforerunner inin animalanimal welfare,welfare, 
andand thosethose workingworking inin otherother countriescountries cancan 
learnlearn fromfrom whatwhat hashas happenedhappened there.there. ThoughThough 
wewe non-Britishnon-British citizenscitizens maymay smilesmile atat somesome 

quirks. likelike thethe numbernumber ofof titledtitledofof theirtheir quirks,� 
peoplepeople onon thethe BoardsBoards ofof theirtheir organizations,organizations,�
theythey diddid runrun aa politicalpolitical campaign,campaign, costingcosting� 
overover £100,000, anan�(100,000, toto makemake animalanimal welfarewelfare 
issueissue inin thethe 19791979 GeneralGeneral Election.Election. TheyThey 
persuadedpersuaded everyevery majormajor partyparty toto putput somethingsomething 
aboutabout animalanimal welfarewelfare inin theirtheir electionelection plat­plat­
forms.forms. AnAn animalanimal welfarewelfare group,group, thethe LeagueLeague 
AgainstAgainst CruelCruel Sports,Sports, mademade aa separateseparate dona­dona­
tiontion ofof £80,000 thethe LabourLabour Party'sParty's electionelection(80,000 toto 
fund,fund, makingmaking itit oneone theofof ehe largestlargest donors,donors, 
apartapart fromfrom thethe party'sparty's constituentconstituent tradetrade unions.unions. 
(Can(Can youyou imagineimagine anan AmericanAmerican animalanimal welfarewelfare 
groupgroup rankingranking alongsidealongside thethe dairydairy farmersfarmers 
andand thethe AHAAMA inin itsits campaigncampaign contributions?)contributions?) 

part, thethe LabourLabour PartyParty promisedpromisedForFor itsits part. 
toto abolishabolish hare-coursinghare-coursing andand stagstag andand deerdeer 
hunting.hunting. theUnfortunatelyUnfortunately thethe partyparty withwith ehe 
vaguestvaguest andand weakestweakest animalanimal welfarewelfare policy-­policy-­
thethe ConservativeConservative Party--wonParty--won thethe election.election. 
TheThe 19791979 election,election, however,however, willwill surelysurely 
notnot bebe tnetne endend ofof thethe story,story, inin BritainBritain 
oror inin thethe restrest ofof thethe world.world. InIn everyevery
nationnation thethe animalanimal liberationliberation movementmovement mustmust 
findfind itsits ownown path,path, butbut itit helpshelps toto knowknow ofof 
thethe pathspaths thatthat othersothers areare taking.taking. 
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