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LETTERLETTER TOTO THETHE EDITOREDITOR 

TOTO THETHE EDITOR:EDITOR: 
ItIt isis withwith regretregret thatthat II mustmust pointpoint outout 

certaincertain errorserrors andand omissionsomissions occurringoccurring inin 
thethe reviewreview ofof thethe conferenceconference onon ''i1edicine,''i1edicine, 
Animals,Animals, andand Man"Man" whichwhich youyou recentlyrecently 
published.published. (Report(Report byby MichaelMichael A.A. Fox,Fox, 
EthicsEthics andand Animals,Animals, Vol.Vol. 1,2,1,2, p.p. 18.)18.) 

TheThe program,program, heldheld atat UniversityUniversity ofof IllinoisIllinois 
MedicalMedical CenterCenter onon ~ay~ay 21,21, 1980,1980, attractedattracted notnot 
7575 personspersons butbut closeclose toto twicetwice thatthat number.number. 
Dr.Dr. MichaelMichael McCulloch'sMcCulloch's paperpaper diddid notnot considerconsider 
pet-facilitatedpet-facilitated therapytherapy forfor thethe terminallyterminally 
illill oror forfor mentallymentally disturbeddisturbed children,children, butbut 
forfor adultsadults depresseddepressed asas aa resultresult ofof chronicchronic 
illness.illness. Dr.Dr. JulesJules CassCass diddid notnot dealdeal wit~wit~ 
thethe samesame topicstopics asas Dr.Dr. McCullochMcCulloch andand Dr.Dr. 
Katcher;Katcher; hishis workshopworkshop waswas onon practicalpractical problemsproblems 
inin runningrunning aa pet-therapypet-therapy program.program. TheThe reviewreview 
alsoalso failedfailed toto mentionmention reportsreports byby Dr.Dr. HaroldHarold 
Feinberg,Feinberg, NationalNational Chairman,Chairman, AmericanAmerican 
AssociationAssociation forfor LaboratoryLaboratory AnimalAnimal Care,Care, andand 
Dr.Dr. HarryHarry Rowsell,Rowsell, CanadianCanadian CouncilCouncil onon AnimalAnimal 
Welfare,Welfare, whowho spokespoke onon thethe self-policingself-policing effortsefforts 
ofof experimentalexperimental scientistsscientists inin theirtheir respectiverespective 
countries.countries. 
MostMost unfortunateunfortunate waswas thethe reviewer'sreviewer's handlinghandling 

ofof thethe finalfinal sessionsession ofof thethe conference,conference, inin 
whichwhich halfhalf ofof thethe paperspapers werewere notnot discusseddiscussed 
atat all.all. FarFar fromfrom beingbeing aa groupgroup ofof paperspapers 
"coverin~"coverin~ veryvery diversediverse topics,"topics," thesethese presen­presen­
tationstations werewere carefullycarefully arrangedarranged toto illustrateillustrate 
aspectsaspects ofof thethe profoundprofound ambivalenceambivalence whichwhich 
surroundssurrounds ourour attitudeattitude towardtoward animals.animals. TheirTheir 
rolerole asas objectsobjects ofof love,love, fear,fear, andand hatehate waswas 
shownshown toto varyvary withwith ourour perceptionperception ofof themthem asas 
akinakin toto oror differentdifferent fromfrom ourselves.ourselves. ~ey~ey 
examplesexamples fromfrom historyhistory andand literatureliterature werewere 
producedproduced toto demonstratedemonstrate thethe depthdepth ofof thisthis 
ambivalenceambivalence inin modernmodern culture.culture. 

ReadersReaders interestedinterested inin thethe conferenceconference maymay 
obtainobtain copiescopies ofof thethe paperpaper summariessummaries byby 
'oTriting'oTriting toto thethe undersigned,undersigned, c/oc/o HumanisticHumanistic 
StudiesStudies Program,Program, UniversityUniversity ofof IllinoisIllinois 
~edical~edical Center,Center, P.O.P.O. BoxBox 6~9a.6~96. Chicago,Chicago, 
Illinois,Illinois, 60630.60630. 

MariannaMarianna R.R. BurtBurt 
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