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"THEY"THEY ALLALL TALKTALK LIKELIKE 
GODDAMGODDAM BOURGEOIS:"BOURGEOIS:" 
ScientismScientism andand thethe SocialistSocialist 

GEORGEGEORGE COTKIN*COTKIN* DiscourseDiscourse ofof ArthurArthur M. LewisLewis 

1913,1913, William \X'alling,NENE EVENINGEVENING ININ radicalsradicals \XTilliam EnglishEnglish \XTalling, EmmaEmma 
Goldman,Goldman, andand "Big"Big Bill"Bill" HaywoodHaywood gatheredgathered atat MabelMabel Dodge'sDodge's 

celebratedcelebrated salonsalon toto debatedebate thethe relativerelative meritsmerits ofof directdirect action,action, 
propaganda,propaganda, andand legislationlegislation asas revolutionaryrevolutionary tactics.tactics. AtAt leastleast oneone 
personperson presentpresent thatthat eveningevening respondedresponded negatively.negatively. AfterAfter hearinghearing 
eacheach radicalradical speak,speak, thethe iconoclasticiconoclastic anarchistanarchist HippolyteHippolyte HavelHavel 
exclaimed,exclaimed, "They"They allall talktalk likelike goddam bourgeois."bourgeois." (1)(1) 

InIn hishis ownown fashion,fashion, HavelHavel recognizedrecognized identityidentity inin languagelanguage andand 
expressionexpression employedemployed byby bourgeoisbourgeois andand radicals.radicals. AsAs CliffordClifford GeertzGeertz 
hashas pointedpointed out,out, thethe formalformal structurestructure ofof languagelanguage and,and, mostmost imporimpor
tantly,tantly, itsits conventionsconventions andand symbolssymbols serveserve asas thethe "webs"webs ofof signifisignifi
cance"cance" throughthrough whichwhich individualsindividuals interpretinterpret realityreality andand directdirect acac
tion.tion. (2)(2) InIn theirtheir choicechoice ofof literaryliterary symbolssymbols andand modemode ofof presentapresenta
tion,tion, thethe radicalsradicals presentpresent atat Dodge'sDodge's salonsalon thatthat eveningevening unconuncon
sciouslysciously identifiedidentified withwith thethe cultureculture theythey werewere ostensiblyostensibly tryingtrying toto 
overthrow.overthrow. RatherRather thanthan devisingdevising aa newnew culturalcultural form,form, divorceddivorced 
fromfrom bourgeoisbourgeois conventions,conventions, pre-warpre-war socialistssocialists attemptedattempted roro useuse thethe 
symbolssymbols andand conventionsconventions ofof sciencescience inin theirtheir discourse.discourse. InIn theirtheir turnturn 
toto scientism,scientism, AmericanAmerican radicalsradicals closelyclosely paralleledparalleled andand builtbuilt uponupon 
trendstrends longlong apparentapparent inin bourgeoisbourgeois culture.culture. AmericanAmerican MarxistsMarxists genergener
allyally leftleft thethe problematicproblematic naturenature ofof thethe scientificscientific modemode ofof expressionexpression 
unexamined.unexamined. TheyThey ignoredignored HumptyHumpty Dumpty'sDumpty's adviceadvice toto AliceAlice thatthat 
thethe keykey toto thethe successfulsuccessful usageusage ofof wordswords isis toto bebe theirtheir "master.""master." 

goddam 
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FromFrom Havel'sHavel's standpoint,standpoint, AmericanAmerican A1arxistsA1arxists andand radicalsradicals hadhad notnot 
masteredmastered languagelanguage conventions,conventions, butbut had,had, inin fact,fact, beenbeen enslavedenslaved byby 
[hem. (3)(3) 

Marxism,Marxism, wrotewrote RolandRoland Barthes,Barthes, presentspresents itselfitself asas thethe "language"language 
ofof knowledge."knowledge." (4)(4) NeverNever waswas thisthis moremore apparentapparent thanthan inin thethe 
writingswritings ofof turn-of-the-centuryturn-of-the-century AmericanAmerican andand EuropeanEuropean M.arxistA1arxist 
intellectuals.intellectuals. InIn theirtheir questquest toto makemake A1arxismA1arxism trulytruly aa "language"language ofof 
knowledge,"knowledge," MarxistMarxist theoriststheorists becamebecame increasinglyincreasingly scientisticscientistic inin 
theirtheir exegesis.exegesis. TheThe scientisticscientistic modemode ofof expositionexposition moldedmolded bothboth thethe 
strUcturestrUcture andand formform forfor MarxistMarxist discoursediscourse andand becamebecame embeddedembedded inin 
thethe theorytheory ofof thethe socialistsocialist SecondSecond International.International. (5)(5) AnalogiesAnalogies bebe
tweentween socialsocial lawslaws (Marxism)(Marxism) andand thethe lawslaws ofof thethe biologicalbiological sciencessciences 
(evolution)(evolution) becamebecame thethe acceptedaccepted literaryliterary conventionsconventions forfor MarxistMarxist 
theoreticians.theoreticians. InIn theirtheir turnturn toto scientism,scientism, MarxistMarxist intellectualsintellectuals folfol
lowedlowed thethe leadlead ofof FrederickFrederick Engels,Engels, whowho had,had, inin hishis popularpopular 
handbookhandbook Socialism:Socialism: UropianUtopian andand Scientific,Scientific, beenbeen carefulcareful toto distindistin
guish hishis andand Marx'sMarx's ideasideas asas "scientific.""scientific." AmericansAmericans wentwent EngelsEngels 
oneone betterbetter andand referredreferred toto MarxismMarxism asas (, Modern ScientificScientific 
Socialism."Socialism." (6)(6) ForFor Marxists,Marxists, sciencescience andand socialismsocialism werewere thethe twintwin 
pillarspillars supportingsupporting thethe edificeedifice ofof modernmodern knowledge.knowledge. LouisLouis Boudin,Boudin, aa 
leadingleading AmericanAmerican MarxistMarxist theorist,theorist, waswas notnot atypicalatypical whenwhen hehe exultedexulted 
thatthat "you"you cannotcannot destroydestroy [Marxism][Marxism] withoutwithout destroyingdestroying allall scientificscientific 
knowledgeknowledge ofof society."society." (7)(7) 

ByBy 1905,1905, scientisticscientistic modesmodes ofof discoursediscourse flourishedflourished inin AmericanAmerican 
socialistsocialist circlescircles onon twotwo levels:levels: analogiesanalogies andand metaphorsmetaphors relatingrelating 
MarxismMarxism andand sciencescience werewere ubiquitous;ubiquitous; sciencescience waswas anan acceptableacceptable 
subjectsubject mattermatter forfor socialistsocialist writers.writers. WhenWhen thethe socialistsocialist CharlesCharles H.H. 
KerrKerr CompanyCompany ofof ChicagoChicago decideddecided inin 19041904 toto publishpublish thethe seriesseries 
"Library"Library ofof ScienceScience forfor Workers,"Workers," theythey mademade availableavailable toto workersworkers 
inexpensiveinexpensive andand understandableunderstandable volumesvolumes onon socialismsocialism andand scisci
ence.ence. (8)(8) 

TheThe dominationdomination ofof scientismscientism inin mainstreammainstream socialistsocialist circlescircles arosearose 
fromfrom aa varietyvariety ofof sources.sources. ToTo bebe sure,sure, MarxistsMarxists wantedwanted toto capitalizecapitalize 
onon thethe prestigeprestige ofof science.science. WithoutWithout aa successfulsuccessful revolutionrevolution asas aa 
referencereference point,point, MarxistsMarxists employedemployed thethe ideasideas ofof aa "science"science ofof 

"Modern 

revolution"revolution" oror aa "sci~nce ofof historicalhistorical development"development" toto gaingain convertsconverts 
toto thethe cause.cause. MarxistMarxist intellectualsintellectuals quicklyquickly recognizedrecognized thethe rhetoricalrhetorical 
andand practicalpractical valuevalue ofof sciencescience inin socialistsocialist tracts.tracts. TheThe editoreditor ofof thethe 
"Library"Library ofof ScienceScience forfor Workers"Workers" maintainedmaintained thatthat aa knowledgeknowledge ofof 
sciencescience wouldwould helphelp thethe workerworker "to"to becomebecome aa socialist."socialist." SaidSaid anotheranother 
socialist,socialist, scientificscientific ideasideas areare "weapons"weapons inin thethe workingworking class'class' arsearse
nal."nal." (9)(9) 

ToTo seesee thisthis turnturn toto sciencescience asas anan episodeepisode inin propagandapropaganda andand 
rationalizationrationalization isis tootoo simplesimple andand tootoo undialectical.undialectical. MarxistMarxist theoriststheorists 

"sci'ence 
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deeplydeeply believedbelieved inin thethe truthtruth andand powerpower ofof science;science; theythey turnedturned toto 
sciencescience asas aa symbol,symbol, self-servingself-serving toto bebe sure,sure, butbut aa symbolsymbol whichwhich 
encompassedencompassed withinwithin itsits boundariesboundaries thethe beliefsbeliefs theythey heldheld sacred:sacred: 
reasonreason andand progress.progress. LikeLike theirtheir EuropeanEuropean comrades,comrades, AmericanAmerican 
MarxistsMarxists feltfelt drawndrawn toto sciencescience byby thethe veryvery weightweight ofof theirtheir enlightenenlighten
mentment faithfaith inin thethe liberatingliberating powerpower ofof reasonreason andand knowledge.knowledge. AmeriAmeri
cancan workers,workers, "cobwebbed"cobwebbed withwith delusions,"delusions," accordingaccording toto CharlesCharles H.H. 
Kerr,Kerr, publisherpublisher ofof the" Library ofof Science"Science" series,series, wouldwould bebe freedfreed 
fromfrom dogmadogma andand superstitionsuperstition byby aa knowledgeknowledge ofof science.science. TheyThey wouldwould 
thenthen bebe readyready toto becomebecome (10) 

the "Library 

socialists.socialists. (I 0) Additionally,Additionally, AmericanAmerican 
MarxistsMarxists couldcould notnot ignoreignore thethe pullpull ofof sciencescience asas aa culturalcultural given.given. AA 
scientificscientific wayway ofof viewingviewing thethe world,world, ofof regulatingregulating one'sone's personalpersonal 
habits,habits, ofof decidingdeciding truthtruth andand value,value, werewere commoncommon themesthemes inin thethe stylestyle 
andand thoughtthought patternspatterns ofof middle-classmiddle-class educatededucated AmericansAmericans -- aa groupgroup 
fromfrom whichwhich thethe socialistsocialist movementmovement drewdrew manymany ofof itsits leadingleading 
theorists.theorists. NotNot toto bebe scientificscientific conversely,conversely, waswas toto bebe backward,backward, 
unenlightened,unenlightened, andand invariablyinvariably wrongwrong -- somethingsomething MarxistsMarxists nono lessless 
thanthan bourgeoisbourgeois soughtsought toto avoid.avoid. (II) 

TheThe workwork ofof socialistsocialist ArthurArthur MorrowMorrow LewisLewis revealsreveals thethe power,power, 
prestige,prestige, andand problemsproblems ofof aa scientisticscientistic modemode ofof discourse;discourse; hishis 
writingswritings em body thethe tenetstenets ofof SecondSecond InternationalInternational Marxism.Marxism. 

(11) 

embody 
English-born,English-born, aa mouldermoulder withwith onlyonly aa commoncommon schoolschool education,education, thethe 
self-educatedself-educated LewisLewis waswas aa popularpopular lecturerlecturer andand publicistpublicist onon sciencescience 
andand socialismsocialism inin AmericaAmerica betweenbetween 19001900 andand thethe firstfirst worldworld war.war. (12)(12) 
AA thorough-goingthorough-going Marxist,Marxist, LewisLewis acceptedaccepted thethe economiceconomic interpretainterpreta
tiontion ofof history,history, thethe inevitabilityinevitability ofof classclass struggle,struggle, andand thethe hypotheseshypotheses 
aboutabout surplussurplus valuevalue andand thethe impendingimpending breakdownbreakdown ofof thethe capitalistcapitalist 

(13)systemsystem fromfrom internalinternal contradictions.contradictions. (I 3) LewisLewis traveledtraveled widelywidely toto 
earnearn hishis livingliving asas aa lecturerlecturer onon suchsuch topicstopics asas evolution,evolution, sociology,sociology, 
socialism,socialism, andand religion.religion. HisHis SundaySunday morningmorning lectureslectures atat thethe GarrickGarrick 
TheaterTheater inin ChicagoChicago drewdrew overflowoverflow crowdscrowds andand becamebecame working-classworking-class 
events.events. Lewis'Lewis' popularitypopularity amongamong thethe massesmasses ofof socialistsocialist workersworkers 
makesmakes himhim particularlyparticularly appealingappealing asas aa subjectsubject forfor thosethose whowho wishwish toto 
learnlearn whatwhat inarticulate,inarticulate, grass-rootsgrass-roots socialistssocialists believedbelieved in,in, oror perhapsperhaps 
moremore correctly,correctly, turnedturned outout toto hear.hear. (14)(14) 

InIn hishis lectureslectures andand writingswritings onon sciencescience andand socialism,socialism, LewisLewis mademade 
nono claimsclaims forfor originalityoriginality oror insight;insight; muchmuch ofof hishis lecturelecture materialmaterial onon 
thethe conflictconflict betweenbetween religionreligion andand science,science, forfor instance,instance, hehe borrowed,borrowed, 
withwith acknowledgment,acknowledgment, fromfrom thethe workwork ofof bourgeoisbourgeois liberalsliberals suchsuch asas 
AndrewAndrew DicksonDickson White,White, JohnJohn W.W. Draper,Draper, andand EdwardEdward Clodd.Clodd. WhenWhen 
discussingdiscussing variousvarious theorists,theorists, LewisLewis preferredpreferred toto "let"let thethe greatgreat 
thinkersthinkers speakspeak forfor themselves,"themselves," andand hishis booksbooks areare dominateddominated byby 
blockblock quotesquotes fromfrom originaloriginal andand secondarysecondary sources.sources. LewisLewis diddid notnot seesee 
himselfhimself asas aa propagandist.propagandist. HeHe believedbelieved thatthat hishis lectureslectures actuallyactually 
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markedmarked departuredeparture A1arxist discourse.discourse. \'X1hereas inin past)aa inin !vbrxist \X1hereas thethe past, 
MarxistMarxist writingswritings hadhad "been"been purelypurely ofof thethe propagandapropaganda orderorder withwith aa 
~trong campaigncampaign flavorflavor ,"," Lev,ris now soughtsought toto broadenbroaden thethe horizonshorizonsLewis nmv 

material,ofof alreadyalready committedcommitted socialists.socialists. ByBy organizingorganizing quotesquotes andand material) 
followingthroughthrough interpretationinterpretation andand analysis,analysis, andand byby follO\ving "the"the methodmethod ofof 

storyteller," LewisLewis hopedhoped toto proveprove thatthat socialismsocialism waswas scienscien[he[he storyteller,»
tificallytifically correctcorrect andand toto expandexpand thethe Marxist'sMarxist's understandingunderstanding ofof thethe
worldworld andand itsits laws.laws. (15)(15)

WhileWhile notnot anan originaloriginal thinker,thinker, LewisLewis waswas aa representativerepresentative one,one, andand 
hehe typifiedtypified thethe MarxistMarxist ideasideas displayeddisplayed inin America'sAmerica's leadingleading socialistsocialist 

Appeal toperiodicals:periodicals: TheThe AppeallO Reason,Reason, ChicagoChicago DailyDaily Socialist;Socialist; NewNew YorkYork 
Call,Call, oror InternationalInternational SocialistSocialist Review.Review. Moreover,Moreover, hishis worksworks revealreveal 
thethe keynoteskeynotes ofof nineteenthnineteenth centurycentury thought,thought, aa faithfaith inin reason,reason, inin 
science,science, andand inin progress.progress. Lewis'Lewis' writingswritings expressexpress thesethese themesthemes 

analogy,throughthrough anan expositionexposition basedbased uponupon historyhistory andand analogy) thethe GodsGods ofof 
discoursediscourse forfor thethe nineteenthnineteenth century.century. (16)(16) 

RhetoricalRhetorical analogy,analogy, thethe centralcentral modemode ofof expressionexpression forfor scientisticscientistic 
writing,writing, assumedassumed largelarge proportionsproportions inin Lewis'Lewis' works.works. TheThe ubiquitousubiquitous 
analogiesanalogies revealedrevealed hishis monisticmonistic worldworld view;view; withwith otherother Marxists,Marxists, 
LewisLewis discerneddiscerned nono "dividing"dividing lineline inin thethe animalanimal kingdomkingdom betweenbetween 
manman andand hishis lowerlower relatives,"relatives," thethe universeuniverse waswas butbut "one"one grandgrand 
unity."unity." (17)(17) WhileWhile hehe recognizedrecognized dangersdangers inin relyingrelying uponupon analogiesanalogies 
forfor analysis,analysis, LewisLewis nonethelessnonetheless maintainedmaintained thatthat thethe analogiesanalogies hehe 
drewdrew betweenbetween eventsevents inin thethe naturalnatural worldworld andand inin societysociety provedproved thatthat 

process,"thethe worldworld waswas "a"a livingliving creature,creature, evolving,evolving, andand inin process,» helpedhelped 
establishestablish thethe unityunity ofof knowledge,knowledge, andand demonstrateddemonstrated thatthat lawlaw andand 
orderorder reignedreigned supremesupreme inin thethe universe.universe. (18)(18) 

LewisLewis centeredcentered hishis analogiesanalogies aroundaround twotwo comparisons:comparisons: oneone joinedjoined 
thethe socialistsocialist andand scientistscientist asas explorersexplorers inin searchsearch ofof truth;truth; anotheranother 
moremore importantimportant analogyanalogy hehe oftenoften usedused arguedargued thatthat thethe empiricallyempirically 
defineddefined andand provenproven lawslaws ofof thethe naturalnatural sciencessciences borebore aa closeclose relarela
tionshiptionship oror werewere almostalmost identicalidentical toto thethe lawslaws ofof socialsocial developmentdevelopment 
detaileddetailed byby KarlKarl Marx.Marx. 

un biased,BothBoth thethe socialistsocialist andand thethe scientistscientist werewere praisedpraised asas unbiased, heroicheroic 
pursuerspursuers ofof truth,truth, individualsindividuals uponupon whomwhom thethe entrenchedentrenched powerspowers ofof 
societysociety -- whetherwhether theologiantheologian oror businessmanbusinessman -- heapedheaped disdaindisdain andand 
violence.violence. LewisLewis recountedrecounted forfor hishis readersreaders howhow Bruno,Bruno, Galileo,Galileo, andand 
CopernicusCopernicus hadhad beenbeen persecutedpersecuted butbut eventuallyeventually provedproved correct.correct. TheThe 
theoriestheories ofof Marx,Marx, saidsaid Lewis,Lewis, wouldwould bebe similarlysimilarly justified.justified. AsAs hadhad 
Engels,Engels, LewisLewis invokedinvoked Darwin'sDarwin's namename inin tandemtandem withwith Marx's;Marx's; theythey 
werewere thethe twotwo greatgreat evolutionistsevolutionists ofof thethe nineteenthnineteenth century;century; thethe "two"two 
greatgreat wordswords ofof thatthat centurycentury werewere Sociology."BiologyBiology andand Sociology.» LewisLewis 
contendedcontended thatthat justjust asas DarwinDarwin hadhad uncovereduncovered thethe lawslaws ofof thethe naturalnatural 
world,world, soso tootoo hadhad MarxMarx discovereddiscovered thethe sciencescience ofof society.society. AtAt timestimes 



,I , . 

. l. 

276 276 EtEt ceteracetera $I$I FALLFALL 19811981 

presentedpresented discoveriesdiscoveries ofof MarxMarx andand DarwinDarwin asas co-equal;co-equal; atat 
otherother timestimes hehe contendedcontended thatthat Marxism,Marxism, thethe sciencescience ofof society,society, waswas 
"heir"heir toto thethe laborslabors ofof thethe giantsgiants whowho toiledtoiled inin thethe fieldsfields ofof physicalphysical 
andand biologicalbiological science."science." Finally,Finally, LewisLewis joinedjoined MarxismMarxism andand sciencescience 
throughthrough theirtheir commoncommon methodology.methodology. TheThe scientificscientific method,method, throughthrough 
empiricalempirical research,research, LewisLewis contended,contended, uncovereduncovered lawslaws thatthat werewere 
centralcentral toto scientificscientific socialism.socialism. BecauseBecause ofof theirtheir commoncommon concernconcern withwith 
method,method, thethe socialistsocialist andand thethe scientistscientist werewere "the"the onlyonly menmen withwith greatgreat 
andand vitalvital truthstruths toto proclaim,"proclaim," oror "the"the onlyonly menmen whowho commandcommand realreal 
audiences."audiences." (19)(19) 

LewisLewis defineddefined MarxismMarxism asas thethe applicationapplication ofof thethe evolutionaryevolutionary 
theorytheory toto society,society, aa viewview whichwhich hehe thoughtthought necessitatednecessitated usingusing 
analogiesanalogies betweenbetween thethe evolutionaryevolutionary processprocess inin thethe organicorganic andand socialsocial 
worlds.worlds. FollowingFollowing HerbertHerbert Spencer,Spencer, LewisLewis contendedcontended thatthat thethe socialsocial 
organismorganism resembledresembled thethe biologicalbiological organism:organism: bothboth grewgrew andand multimulti
plied,plied, partsparts differentiateddifferentiated andand individualindividual unitsunits werewere interdependent,interdependent, 
andand thethe aggregateaggregate enjoyedenjoyed greatergreater longeviylongeviy thanthan thethe unit.unit. (20)(20) 
HavingHaving satisfactorilysatisfactorily provenproven thatthat societysociety isis anan organism,organism, LewisLewis 
soughtsought toto demonstratedemonstrate thatthat eacheach newnew discoverydiscovery inin thethe naturalnatural 
sciencessciences supportedsupported thethe tenetstenets ofof scientificscientific socialism.socialism. HisHis discussiondiscussion 
ofof AugustAugust Weismann'sWeismann's germgerm plasmplasm theorytheory andand itsits relationrelation toto socialistsocialist 
sciencescience isis typicaltypical ofof thisthis useuse ofof thethe analogy.analogy. 

WeismannWeismann hadhad demonstrateddemonstrated thatthat thethe LamarckianLamarckian notionnotion ofof thethe 
inheriinheri tancetance ofof acquiredacquired characteristicscharacteristics waswas specious.specious. AsAs aa resultresult 
manymany socialistsocialist theorists,theorists, closetcloset Lamarckians,Lamarckians, worriedworried thatthat socialsocial 
improvementsimprovements andand cultureculture couldcould notnot bebe passedpassed onon fromfrom oneone generagenera
tiontion toto thethe next.next. Lewis,Lewis, however,however, hadhad nono fearfear ofof thethe newnew theorytheory andand 
inin factfact correctlycorrectly interpretedinterpreted thethe generalgeneral thrustthrust ofof Weismann'sWeismann's 
views.views. (21)(21) LewisLewis notednoted thatthat ifif degradingdegrading conditionsconditions suchsuch asas thosethose 
foundfound inin thethe slumsslums werewere passedpassed onon byby heredityheredity untiluntil theythey becamebecame 
fixedfixed characters,characters, thenthen socialistssocialists wouldwould faceface aa dilemma.dilemma. ButBut LewisLewis 
maintainedmaintained thatthat WeismannWeismann hadhad byby stressingstressing thethe impactimpact ofof environenviron
mentment uponupon thethe individualindividual ratherrather thanthan uponupon thethe geneticgenetic structure,structure, 
provedproved thethe benefitsbenefits ofof manipulatingmanipulating thethe environmentenvironment asas aa wayway ofof 
improvingimproving humanity.humanity. ByBy notnot havinghaving inheritedinherited degeneratedegenerate charactercharacter
istics,istics, thethe lumpenproletariat,lumpenproletariat, LewisLewis argued,argued, couldcould bebe immediatelyimmediately 
elevatedelevated inin aa socialistsocialist environment.environment. (22)(22) 

Similarly,Similarly, LewisLewis foundfound HugoHugo DeDe Vries'Vries' mutationmutation theorytheory relevantrelevant 
toto socialism.socialism. LewisLewis praisedpraised DeDe Vries'Vries' theorytheory ofof "spontaneous"spontaneous 
mutation"mutation" forfor dealingdealing aa deathdeath blowblow toto thethe LamarckiansLamarckians andand forfor 
clearingclearing upup somesome lacunalacuna inin DarwinianDarwinian science.science. AfterAfter carefullycarefully 
placingplacing DeDe VriesVries inin thethe DarwinianDarwinian camp,camp, LewisLewis detaileddetailed forfor hishis 
readersreaders DeDe Vries'Vries' primroseprimrose plantplant experimentsexperiments andand hishis theorytheory aboutabout 
alternatealternate periodsperiods ofof stabilitystability andand mutabilitymutability forfor organisms.organisms. AllAll thatthat 
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remainedremained forfor LewisLewis waswas toto relaterelate thethe theorytheory ofof mutationmutation toto acceptedaccepted 
MarxianMarxian doctrines.doctrines. (23)(23) 
.. BeforeBefore thethe appearanceappearance ofof DeDe Vries'Vries' workwork aroundaround thethe turnturn ofof thethe 
century,century, bourgeoisbourgeois DarwiniansDarwinians criticizedcriticized socialistsocialist revolutionrevolution asas 
unsanctionedunsanctioned byby naturalnatural law.law. TheyThey saidsaid changechange mustmust occuroccur inin thethe 
socialsocial worldworld asas itit diddid inin thethe naturalnatural world,world, byby slowslow andand evolutionaryevolutionary 
proced~res.proced~res. LewisLewis contende~contende~ thatthat DeDe Vries'Vries' experimentsexperiments putput toto restrest 

notIon naturenature werewere gradual:gradual: "change"change takestakesthe nonon thatthat allall changeschanges mm 
placeplace byby suddensudden leaps,"leaps," aa newnew speciesspecies mightmight appearappear overnight.overnight. LewisLewis 
happilyhappily reportedreponed thatthat "there"there is,is, therefore,therefore, nono longerlonger anythinganything inin 
biologicalbiological sciencescience toto contradictcontradict thethe SocialistSocialist positionposition thatthat aa newnew 
societysociety maymay bebe bornborn ofof aa suddensudden revolution.revolution. HeHe constructedconstructed thethe 
extendedextended analogyanalogy asas follows:follows: 

Mutation,Mutation, thethe savantssavants telltell us,us, runsruns inin periods,periods, alternatingalternating withwith periodsperiods 
ofof apparentapparent stability.stability. ThenThen ifif wewe areare notnot supportedsupported wewe areare atat anyany raterate 
notnot contradicted,contradicted, whenwhen wewe assertassert thatthat inin socialsocial development,development, periodsperiods ofof 
economiceconomic evolution,evolution, withwith apparentapparent socialsocial stability,stability, areare followedfollowed byby 
periodsperiods ofof socialsocial revolutionrevolution whenwhen thethe entireentire socialsocial superstructuresuperstructure isis 
transformed.transformed. (24)(24) 

AsAs withwith otherother orthodoxorthodox MarxistsMarxists inin thethe periodperiod 1901-1930,1901-1930, LewisLewis 
ignoredignored thethe mutationstheorie'smutationstheorie's "assumption"assumption thatthat variationvariation isis randomrandom 
andand evolutionevolution thereforetherefore undirected."undirected." Instead,Instead, hehe linkedlinked inin hishis theorytheory 
thethe contentcontent ofof sciencescience toto socialsocial developmentdevelopment toto proveprove thethe inevitabilityinevitability 
andand scientificscientific possibilitypossibility ofof socialistsocialist revolution.revolution. (25)(25) 

NotNot allall AmericanAmerican socialistssocialists acceptedaccepted Lewis'Lewis' interpretationinterpretation ofof thethe 
mutationmutation theorytheory oror recognizedrecognized itsits valuevalue forfor "proving""proving" thethe MarxianMarxian 
theorytheory ofof revolution.revolution. OnOn politicalpolitical grounds,grounds, somesome "reformist""reformist" 
socialistssocialists viewedviewed thethe veryvery invocationinvocation ofof thethe termterm "revolution""revolution" asas 
underminingundermining thethe SocialistSocialist PartyParty ofof America'sAmerica's electoralelectoral strategy.strategy. WithWith 
thisthis perhapsperhaps inin mind,mind, right-wingright-wing socialistsocialist JohnJohn SpargoSpargo attackedattacked 
Lewis.Lewis. ButBut SpargoSpargo understoodunderstood andand developeddeveloped certaincertain aspectsaspects ofof thethe 
mUlationstheorie whichwhich LewisLewis chosechose toto overlook.overlook. SpargoSpargo citedcited thethe 
randomrandom qualityquality ofof mutationsmutations andand contendedcontended thatthat notnot allall mutationsmutations 
survived.survived. HeHe thoughtthought thatthat whilewhile aa socialistsocialist statestate mightmight suddenlysuddenly bebe 
bornborn outout ofof revolution,revolution, ifif itsits birthbirth occurredoccurred beforebefore thethe forcesforces ofof 
evolutionevolution hadhad deemeddeemed itsits selectionselection advisable,advisable, thethe socialistsocialist mutationmutation 

impel!wouldwould bebe crushed.crushed. SuchSuch aa defeatdefeat mightmight thenthen impell thethe coursecourse ofof 
evolutionevolution backwards.backwards. MostMost importantly,importantly, thisthis disputedispute centeredcentered onlyonly 
aroundaround Lewis'Lewis' interpretationinterpretation ofof thethe mutationmutation theory.theory. MainstreamMainstream 
socialistssocialists likelike Lewis,Lewis, Spargo,Spargo, MorrisMorris Hillquit,Hillquit, oror AlgieAlgie SimonsSimons diddid 

via bilitynotnot questionquestion thethe viability ofof thethe analogicalanalogical formform ofof socialistsocialist discourse,discourse, 
theythey simplysimply debateddebated thethe implicationsimplications ofof scientificscientific theorytheory forfor 
socialism.socialism. (26)(26) 
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InIn additionaddition toto hishis useuse ofof analogiesanalogies betweenbetween socialismsocialism andand science)science) aa 
writings.searchsearch forfor historicalhistorical andand scientificscientific lawslaws dominateddominated Lewis'Lewis' writings, 

the ..AsAs withwith otherother latelate nineteenth-centurynineteenth-century thinkers)thinkers) "history"history waswas the. , 
spiritspirit inin whichwhich allall thingsthings hadhad toto bebe explained."explained." (27)(27) HistoryHistory castcast ~~
shadowshadow whichwhich coveredcovered LewisLewis andand hishis MarxismMarxism inin righteousness.righteousness. 
LewisLewis believedbelieved hishis historyhistory scientific,scientific, andand aboveabove allall else)else) evolutionary, 
AsAs DarwinDarwin hadhad broughtbrought orderorder outout ofof thethe chaoschaos ofof nature)nature) MarxMarx h~dh~d

beqbeq ueathedueathed toto humanity,humanity, historicalhistorical materialism,materialism, aa truetrue sciencescience ofof 
society.society. Darwin'sDarwin's evolutionaryevolutionary sciencescience andand Marx'sMarx's scientificscientific 
socialismsocialism LewisLewis viewedviewed asas complementary;complementary; togethertogether theythey presentedpresented aa 
unifiedunified visionvision ofof thethe universe.universe. (28)(28) 

HistoryHistory waswas orderedordered andand purposive;purposive; thethe scientificscientific method)method) asas 
appliedapplied toto historyhistory byby MarxMarx andand interpretedinterpreted byby Lewis,Lewis, provedproved it.it. InIn 
Lewis'Lewis' hands,hands, thethe dialecticdialectic ofof historyhistory hardenedhardened intointo aa deterministicdeterministic 
mold.mold. Lewis'Lewis' analysisanalysis ofof thethe historyhistory ofof sciencescience readread likelike aa catalogcatalog ofof 
purposefulpurposeful discoverydiscovery -- aa straightstraight andand steadysteady lineline ofof organicorganic develdevel
opment:opment: "From"From ThalesThales toto Linnaeus"Linnaeus" hehe headlinedheadlined oneone chapterchapter inin hishis 
Evolution:Evolution: SocialSocial andand OrganicOrganic (1908).(1908). HisHis subsequentsubsequent chapterschapters 
examinedexamined thethe working-outworking-out ofof evolutionaryevolutionary ideasideas inin Lamarck)Lamarck) DarDar
win,win, Weismann,Weismann, andand DeDe Vries.Vries. WhenWhen discussingdiscussing sociologistssociologists -- thethe 
scientistsscientists ofof societysociety -- LewisLewis againagain followedfollowed thethe pathpath ofof historicalhistorical 
analysis.analysis. TheThe resultresult ofof hishis emphasisemphasis onon historyhistory waswas notnot simplysimply thethe 
presentationpresentation ofof anan orderedordered processionprocession ofof thethe historyhistory ofof mindsminds inin 
searchsearch ofof fundamentalfundamental lawslaws andand truths;truths; itit waswas aa visionvision ofof humanhuman
kind'skind's pathpath asas deterministicdeterministic andand progressive,progressive, andand mostmost significantly)significantly) 
scientificallyscientifically discerniblediscernible toto thethe knowledgeableknowledgeable observer.observer. 

WithWith otherother nineteenthnineteenth centurycentury thinkersthinkers HerbertHerbert Spencer)Spencer) WalterWalter 
Bagehot,Bagehot, andand HenryHenry MaineMaine -- allall ofof whomwhom LewisLewis readread -- LewisLewis tooktook 
aa geneticgenetic viewview ofof history;history; allall earlyearly ideasideas werewere "vague"vague adumbrationsadumbrations ofof 
laterlater truth."truth." HeHe transformedtransformed HeraclitusHeraclitus intointo aa forerunnerforerunner ofof Hegel)Hegel) 
XenophanesXenophanes becamebecame anan anticipatoranticipator ofof VonVon Mohl'sMohl's protoplasmprotoplasm 
theory.theory. SecureSecure inin hishis intellectualintellectual tiesties toto thethe past,past, LewisLewis foundfound thethe 
veryvery processesprocesses ofof historyhistory toto bebe ascendentascendent andand necessary,necessary, directeddirected byby 
thethe logiclogic ofof historicalhistorical andand scientificscientific laws.laws. (29)(29) 

LewisLewis demonstrateddemonstrated inin hishis analysisanalysis ofof thethe historyhistory ofof scientificscientific 
discoverydiscovery thatthat thethe lawslaws ofof historyhistory werewere inexorable,inexorable, unaffectedunaffected byby 
CarlyleanCarlylean greatgreat menmen andand undiminishedundiminished byby doctrinesdoctrines aboutabout thethe 
exerciseexercise ofof freefree will.will. ConsideringConsidering thethe greatgreat manman theorytheory ofof scientificscientific 
discoverydiscovery aa bugaboobugaboo toto MarxistMarxist conceptionsconceptions ofof thethe socialsocial predicatespredicates 
ofof scientificscientific work,work, LewisLewis foundfound mostmost ifif notnot allall scientificscientific discoveriesdiscoveries toto 
havehave beenbeen dual:dual: nearlynearly simultaneouslysimultaneously KantKant andand LaplaceLaplace hadhad uncovuncov
eredered thethe nebularnebular hypothesis,hypothesis, DarwinDarwin andand WallaceWallace co-foundedco-founded thethe lawlaw 
ofof naturalnatural selection,selection, whilewhile PriestlyPriestly andand LavoisierLavoisier bothboth claimedclaimed creditcredit 
forfor thethe discoverydiscovery ofof oxygen.oxygen. IntoInto thisthis patternpattern ofof dualdual discovery,discovery, 

evolutionary. 
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LewisLewis insertedinserted thethe namesnames ofof 1\1arx1\1.arx andand Engels,Engels, discoverersdiscoverers ofof 
historicalhistorical materialism,materialism, thethe sciencescience ofof society,society _ (30)(30) 
.. TheThe determinismdeterminism whichwhich LewisLewis tooktook toto bebe thethe essenceessence ofof anyany 
sciencescience ofof naturenature oror societysociety becamebecame thethe modemode throughthrough whichwhich hehe 
expressedexpressed hishis socialistsocialist theorytheory andand practice.practice. InIn commoncommon withwith otherother 
MarxistsMarxists andand withwith suchsuch outstandingoutstanding bourgeoisbourgeois theoriststheorists asas BrooksBrooks 
;nd HenryHenry Adams,Adams, LewisLewis believedbelieved thatthat thethe lawslaws ofof sciencescience andand 
historyhistory allowedallowed oneone toto penetratepenetrate "the"the secretssecrets ofof thethe universe."universe." (31)(31) 
InIn thethe universeuniverse hehe describeddescribed toto hishis working-classworking-class audiences,audiences, allall thatthat 
happenedhappened waswas necessarynecessary -- slavery,slavery, feudalism,feudalism, capitalismcapitalism -- andand allall 
thatthat wouldwould comecome waswas preordainedpreordained andand discoverable.discoverable. ByBy understandunderstand
inging wherewhere wewe hadhad been,been, andand armedarmed withwith hishis sciencescience ofof society,society, LewisLewis 
maintainedmaintained socialismsocialism thethe goalgoal ofof worldworld development.development. LewisLewis spokespoke ofof 
"reality""reality" asas anan objectiveobjective fact,fact, historicalhistorical andand predictable.predictable. TheThe evoluevolu
tiontion ofof realityreality waswas towardstowards cooperationcooperation andand thethe collectivecollective ownershipownership 
ofof thethe meansmeans ofof production,production, accordingaccording toto Lewis.Lewis. SinceSince therethere waswas 
"nothing"nothing higherhigher thanthan reality,"reality," andand sincesince realityreality mustmust triumph,triumph, LewisLewis 
remainedremained sanguinesanguine aboutabout thethe future,future, especiallyespecially sincesince "socialism"socialism isis inin 
harmonyharmony withwith allall reality."reality." HistoryHistory wouldwould thusthus allowallow oneone "to"to 
anticipateanticipate thethe future."future." InIn hishis Hegelianism,Hegelianism, thenthen inin voguevogue amongamong 
AmericanAmerican Marxists,Marxists, LewisLewis indicatedindicated thatthat realityreality unfoldedunfolded asas historihistori
calcal processprocess withwith socialismsocialism thethe expressionexpression ofof emergentemergent reality.reality. (32)(32) 

LewisLewis proclaimedproclaimed himselfhimself aa revolutionaryrevolutionary Marxist;Marxist; hehe sawsaw hishis 
task,task, inin part,part, asas exhortingexhorting thethe proletariatproletariat toto organizeorganize andand useuse theirtheir 
collectivecollective powerpower toto overthrowoverthrow capitalism.capitalism. YetYet eveneven asas hehe invokedinvoked thethe 
wordswords "class"class warwar ,"," hehe erodederoded themthem byby speakingspeaking ofof thethe workingworking class'class' 
riserise toto powerpower occurringoccurring becausebecause ofof "the"the inexorableinexorable economiceconomic 
evolutionaryevolutionary processprocess whichwhich grindsgrinds capitalismcapitalism ...... andand movesmoves majesmajes
ticallytically forwardforward toto thethe dawningdawning ofof aa newnew day."day." (33)(33) AtAt timestimes LewisLewis 
mystifiedmystified thethe historicalhistorical processprocess throughthrough anan idealistidealist versionversion ofof history.history. 
HeHe suggestedsuggested thatthat "full"full freedom"freedom" forfor thethe humanhuman racerace wouldwould bebe 

law ;achievedachieved onlyonly whenwhen thethe proletariatproletariat understoodunderstood socialsocial law; "the"the keykey toto 
humanhuman freedomfreedom mustmust bebe soughtsought inin aa knowledgeknowledge ofof thethe sciencescience ofof 
society,"society," saidsaid Lewis.Lewis. HeHe contendedcontended thatthat suchsuch aa knowledgeknowledge ofof "the"the 
fundamentalfundamental lawlaw ofof socialsocial development"development" wouldwould helphelp toto avertavert "prema"prema
ture"ture" andand unnecessaryunnecessary bloodlettingbloodletting suchsuch asas occurredoccurred duringduring thethe ParisParis 
Commune.Commune. ScientificScientific knowledge,knowledge, LewisLewis claimed,claimed, wouldwould "discourage"discourage 
riotsriots andand prematurepremature rebellions"rebellions" whilewhile givinggiving toto classclass antagonismsantagonisms anan 
"organic"organic shape"shape" whichwhich wouldwould renderrender themthem moremore meaningful.meaningful. ButBut 
defeatsdefeats wouldwould atat bestbest onlyonly postponepostpone thethe victoryvictory ofof thethe workingworking class.class. 
"We"We waitwait until,until, inin thethe evolutionaryevolutionary process,process, thethe hourhour ofof ourour releaserelease 
shallshall strike."strike." LewisLewis diddid notnot speakspeak ofof thethe workingworking classclass strikingstriking oror 
eveneven actingacting toto winwin theirtheir releaserelease asas hadhad MarxMarx inin hishis ThesesTheses onon 
Feuerbach.Feuerbach. WhenWhen thethe bellbell tolled,tolled, asas ifif byby thethe magicmagic ofof evolution,evolution, thethe 
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workingworking classclass wouldwould bebe emancipated.emancipated. (34)(34) 
HowHow aa knowledgeknowledge ofof science,science, recognitionrecognition ofof thethe "organic"organic shape"shape" ofof 

classclass strugglesstruggles wouldwould aidaid thethe workingworking classclass waswas leftleft unanalyzedunanalyzed byby 
Lewis.Lewis. ThereThere waswas littlelittle needneed forfor himhim toto undertakeundertake thisthis analysisanalysis sinc~sinc~

hehe hadhad elevatedelevated andand reifiedreified sciencescience itselfitself intointo aa forceforce forfor revolution.revolution. 
He seemedseemed unawareunaware ofof thethe workwork ofof otherother AmericanAmerican MarxistsMarxists suchsuch asas 
ErnestErnest UntermannUntermann whowho suggested,suggested, inin embryonicembryonic form,form, thatthat therethere 
mightmight existexist aa proletarianproletarian andand bourgeoisbourgeois science,science, thatthat sciencescience mightmight bebe 
classclass bound.bound. (35)(35) TheThe truthtruth ofof science,science, forfor Lewis,Lewis, waswas internalinternal andand 
wouldwould "successfully"successfully withstandwithstand allall opposition,opposition, whilewhile ifif false,false, inin thethe 
endend nothingnothing couldcould savesave it."it." WhileWhile hehe diddid notnot seesee sciencescience asas classclass 
bound,bound, LewisLewis diddid viewview sciencescience asas inherentlyinherently revolutionary.revolutionary. ScienceScience 
hadhad freedfreed thethe bourgeoisiebourgeoisie fromfrom thethe chainschains ofof feudalism.feudalism. InIn likelike 
mannermanner wouldwould sciencescience emancipateemancipate thethe workingworking classclass fromfrom bourgeoisbourgeois 
oppressionoppression becausebecause thethe aimaim ofof science,science, accordingaccording toto Lewis,Lewis, isis "to"to 
conquerconquer andand abolishabolish evilevil ofof allall kinds."kinds." ScienceScience wouldwould becomebecome aa 
"terrible"terrible weapon"weapon" inin thethe handshands ofof thethe workingworking class.class. ItIt wouldwould allowallow 
workersworkers toto understandunderstand thethe historicalhistorical processprocess andand thethe concomitantconcomitant 
lawslaws ofof development.development. (36)(36) 

InIn Lewis'Lewis' speechesspeeches andand writings,writings, thethe emotions,emotions, power,power, andand 
indigenousindigenous organizationorganization ofof thethe workingworking classclass werewere allall insufficientinsufficient 
vehiclesvehicles forfor changechange unlessunless bolsteredbolstered byby thethe powerpower ofof science.science. \Vith\Vith 
thisthis conception,conception, LewisLewis transformedtransformed thethe workingworking classclass intointo aa passivepassive 
force.force. EducationEducation overtookovertook revolutionrevolution asas thethe workers'workers' keykey toto salvasalva
tion.tion. "Ignorance,"Ignorance, prejudice,prejudice, andand superstition,"superstition," LewisLewis concluded,concluded, 
hinderedhindered thethe workingworking class.class. ToTo freefree thethe workersworkers fromfrom thesethese shackles,shackles, 
LewisLewis decideddecided thatthat he,he, asas aa lecturer,lecturer, writer,writer, andand educator,educator, "must"must 
workwork dayday andand nightnight forfor thethe disseminationdissemination ofof [scientific][scientific] knowledgeknowledge 
andand waitwait patientlypatiently forfor thethe harvest."harvest." (37)(37) 

LewisLewis diddid notnot specifyspecify howhow longlong workersworkers wouldwould havehave toto waitwait forfor 
thatthat harvest,harvest, butbut hehe waswas suresure itit wouldwould come:come: "The"The capitalistscapitalists ofof todaytoday 
cancan nono longerlonger hinderhinder thethe processprocess ofof socialsocial evolution,evolution, withwith itsits resultingresulting 
marchmarch ofof ideas,ideas, thanthan theythey cancan interceptintercept gravitationgravitation oror directdirect thethe 
tides."tides." (38)(38) OnlyOnly onon occasion,occasion, perhapsperhaps becausebecause ofof thethe revolutionaryrevolutionary 
practicepractice ofof thethe IndustrialIndustrial WorkersWorkers ofof thethe WorldWorld duringduring thisthis period,period, 
LewisLewis urgedurged workersworkers toto organizeorganize alongalong industrialindustrial lineslines andand toto engageengage 
inin propagandizingpropagandizing activities.activities. ButBut hishis callscalls forfor working-classworking-class organizaorganiza
tiontion andand militancymilitancy werewere onlyonly faintfaint echoesechoes ofof hishis mainmain argumentargument forfor 
scientificscientific determinism.determinism. Lewis'Lewis' scientismscientism cloakedcloaked himhim inin confidenceconfidence 
forfor thethe future;future; itit allowedallowed himhim literallyliterally toto writewrite offoff thethe workingworking classclass 
bothboth theoreticallytheoretically andand practicallypractically asas thethe championschampions ofof theirtheir ownown 
emancipation.emancipation. HeHe replacedreplaced thethe workingworking classclass asas thethe motivemotive forceforce inin 
historyhistory withwith aa reifiedreified conceptconcept ofof socialsocial evolutionevolution asas anan independentindependent 
forceforce whichwhich wouldwould "close"close thethe firstfirst bookbook ofof thethe historyhistory ofof thethe humanhuman 



working 

\\'as 

 

281 281 "THEY"THEY ALLALL TALKTALK LIKELIKE GODDAMGODDAM BOURGEOIS"BOCRGEOIS" 

race"race" andand thenthen "open"open aa newnew volumevolume andand beginbegin toto write\vrite thethe firstfirst 
chapterchapter ofof humanhuman liberty."liberty." InIn hishis thoughtthought andand language,language, LewisLewis tooktook 
MarxianMarxian determinismdeterminism toto itsits ultimateultimate lengths.lengths. HeHe eliminatedeliminated thethe 
~vorking classclass asas anan activeactive forceforce forfor historicalhistorical change.change. (39)(39) 

InIn thethe traditiontradition ofof nineteenthnineteenth centurycentury thought,thought, Lewis'Lewis' scientismscientism 
waswas deterministicdeterministic andand givengiven toto thethe grandgrand generalization.generalization. YetYet whilewhile hehe 
was writing,writing, philosophersphilosophers andand scientistsscientists werewere movingmoving awayaway fromfrom 

viewsuchsuch conceptionsconceptions towardstowards aa lessless grandgrand andand certainlycertainly lessless passivepassive vie\v 
ofof reality.reality. LewisLewis andand otherother mainstreammainstream socialistssocialists heldheld toto theirtheir 
conceptionconception ofof sciencescience andand history.history. LewisLewis indicatedindicated nono suspicionsuspicion thatthat 
history,history, reason,reason, oror sciencescience mightmight bebe obsoleteobsolete guidepostsguideposts forfor modernmodern 
man.man. InIn sum,sum, LewisLewis andand mostmost ofof hishis socialistsocialist comradescomrades diddid notnot 
undertakeundertake anyany revoltrevolt againstagainst formalism,formalism, butbut transformedtransformed sciencescience andand 
historyhistory intointo icons,icons, culturalcultural mythsmyths ofof aa highhigh order.order. (40)(40) 

TheseThese myths,myths, "the"the greatgreat andand vitalvital truths,"truths," whichwhich LewisLewis offeredoffered asas 
centralcentral toto socialismsocialism diddid notnot serveserve theirtheir purpose.purpose. AsAs PhilipPhilip RieffRieff hashas 
observed,observed, "the"the powerpower ofof anyany mythmyth doesdoes notnot dependdepend onon itsits dede
monstrabilitymonstrability asas fact,fact, butbut ratherrather onon thethe persuasivenesspersuasiveness ofof thethe attitudeattitude 
itit embodies,embodies, thethe furtherfurther attributesattributes itit engenders,engenders, andand thethe actionsactions itit 
encourages."encourages." (41)(41) InIn thisthis sense,sense, Lewis'Lewis' scientismscientism failedfailed asas myth,myth, forfor 
itit transfiguredtransfigured whatwhat waswas supposedsupposed toto bebe aa revolutionaryrevolutionary discoursediscourse 
intointo aa passivepassive one.one. UnlikeUnlike Sorel,Sorel, whosewhose conceptionconception ofof thethe generalgeneral 
strikestrike asas mythmyth waswas pragmaticpragmatic andand revolutionary,revolutionary, (42)(42) Lewis'Lewis' mytholmythol
ogyogy andand languagelanguage ofof science,science, basedbased uponupon deterministicdeterministic premises,premises, 
communicatedcommunicated toto thethe workingworking classclass anan accepting,accepting, scientific,scientific, andand 
non-revolutionarynon-revolutionary materialism.materialism. HisHis message,message, largelylargely thethe ideologicalideological 
underpinningunderpinning ofof thethe SocialistSocialist PartyParty ofof America'sAmerica's theory,theory, underminedundermined 
revolutionaryrevolutionary action.action. HeHe andand hishis colleaguescolleagues turnedturned thethe powerpower andand 
prestigeprestige ofof scientificscientific socialismsocialism uponupon itself;itself; thisthis maymay help toto explain,explain, 
inin part,part, whywhy thethe EuropeanEuropean andand AmericanAmerican socialistsocialist movementsmovements failedfailed 
toto changechange thethe world.world. TheThe intellectualsintellectuals ofof thesethese movementsmovements diddid not,not, asas 
ItalianItalian MarxistMarxist AntonioAntonio GramsciGramsci mightmight say,say, developdevelop aa "counter"counter 
hegemonic"hegemonic" worldworld view,view, aa visionvision ofof realityreality builtbuilt outout ofof thethe organicorganic 
experiencesexperiences ofof thethe workingworking class,class, aa conceptionconception ofof realityreality thatthat 
fundamentallyfundamentally challengedchallenged bourgeoisbourgeois notionsnotions ofof commoncommon sense,sense, tradi~tradi~

tion,tion, andand authority.authority. Lewis'Lewis' visionvision ofof thethe worldworld inin bothboth stylestyle andand 
substancesubstance diddid littlelittle toto undermineundermine bourgeoisbourgeois intellectualintellectual andand culturalcultural 
hegemony.hegemony. PerhapsPerhaps HavelHavel waswas right,right, LewisLewis andand otherother radicalsradicals diddid 
"talk"talk likelike goddamgoddam bourgeois."bourgeois." (43)(43) 
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