
12121212 TheTheTheThe tragictragictragictragic predicamentpredicamentpredicamentpredicament 
Post-warPost-warPost-warPost-war AmericanAmericanAmericanAmerican intellectuals,intellectuals,intellectuals,intellectuals, acceptanceacceptanceacceptanceacceptance andandandand 
massmassmassmass cultureculturecultureculture 

CotkinGeorgeGeorgeGeorgeGeorge COlkinCOlkinCOlkin 

InInInIn hishishishis explosivelyexplosivelyexplosivelyexplosively controversialcontroversialcontroversialcontroversial memoirmemoirmemoirmemoir MakingMakingMakingMaking ItItItIt (1964),(1964),(1964),(1964), NormanNormanNormanNorman 
PodhoretzPodhoretzPodhoretzPodhoretz claimedclaimedclaimedclaimed totototo havehavehavehave blownblownblownblown thethethethe lidlidlidlid offoffoffoff thethethethe hiddenhiddenhiddenhidden secretsecretsecretsecret ofofofof intellectuals.intellectuals.intellectuals.intellectuals. 
RecallingRecallingRecallingRecalling hishishishis earlyearlyearlyearly yearsyearsyearsyears asasasas aaaa membermembermembermember ofofofof thethethethe 'family''family''family''family' ofofofof NewNewNewNew YorkYorkYorkYork 
intellectualsintellectualsintellectualsintellectuals inininin thethethethe 1950s,1950s,1950s,1950s, PodhoretzPodhoretzPodhoretzPodhoretz wrylywrylywrylywryly introducedintroducedintroducedintroduced himselfhimselfhimselfhimself asasasas 'a'a'a'a manmanmanman whowhowhowho 
atatatat thethethethe precociousprecociousprecociousprecocious ageageageage ofofofof thirty-fivethirty-fivethirty-fivethirty-five experiencedexperiencedexperiencedexperienced anananan astonishingastonishingastonishingastonishing revelation:revelation:revelation:revelation: itititit 

bellerisisisis betterbetterbetterbetter totototo bebebebe aaaa successsuccesssuccesssuccess thanthanthanthan aaaa failurefailurefailurefailure ............ itititit waswaswaswas tobetter tobetterbetter toto bebebebe recognizedrecognizedrecognizedrecognized thanthanthanthan 
totototo bebebebe anonymous'.'anonymous'.'anonymous'.'anonymous'.' PodhoretzPodhoretzPodhoretzPodhoretz understoodunderstoodunderstoodunderstood whatwhatwhatwhat ThomasThomasThomasThomas Kuh;;Kuh;;Kuh;;Kuhn hadhadhadhad beenbeenbeenbeen 
sayingsayingsayingsaying inininin aaaa waywaywayway aboutaboutaboutabout thethethethe structurestructurestructurestructure ofofofof scientificscientificscientificscientific communitiescommunitiescommunitiescommunities andandandand whatwhatwhatwhat PierrePierrePierrePierre 

distinction'"BourdieuBourdieuBourdieuBourdieu andandandand hishishishis followersfollowersfollowersfollowers wouldwouldwouldwould laterlaterlaterlater argueargueargueargue aboutaboutaboutabout intellectualintellectualintellectualintellectual distinction."distinction."distinction." 
OfOfOfOf course,course,course,course, manymanymanymany atatatat thethethethe timetimetimetime foundfoundfoundfound distasteful,distasteful,distasteful,distasteful, orororor atatatat leastleastleastleast misleading,misleading,misleading,misleading, 
Podhoretz'sPodhoretz'sPodhoretz'sPodhoretz's HoratioHoratioHoratioHoratio AlgerAlgerAlgerAlger imageryimageryimageryimagery ofofofof hishishishis riseriseriserise totototo intellectualintellectualintellectualintellectual acceptanceacceptanceacceptanceacceptance andandandand 
sometimessometimessometimessometimes eveneveneveneven famefamefamefame ---- itititit underminedunderminedunderminedundermined thethethethe symbolsymbolsymbolsymbol ofofofof thethethethe intellectualintellectualintellectualintellectual asasasas 
someonesomeonesomeonesomeone unencumunencumunencumunencum beredberedberedbered bybybyby pecuniarypecuniarypecuniarypecuniary orororor statusstatusstatusstatus concerns.concerns.concerns.concerns. YetYetYetYet PodhoretzPodhoretzPodhoretzPodhoretz waswaswaswas 

ncarsurelysurelysurelysurely thenear thenearnear thethe targettargettargettarget inininin realizingrealizingrealizingrealizing thatthatthatthat itititit isisisis thethethethe naturenaturenaturenature ofofofof thethethethe intellectualintellectualintellectualintellectual totototo 
makemakemakemake distinctionsdistinctionsdistinctionsdistinctions (between(between(between(between high,high,high,high, middlemiddlemiddlemiddle andandandand lowbrowlowbrowlowbrowlowbrow culturalculturalculturalcultural pursuits,pursuits,pursuits,pursuits, 
betbetbetbet weenweenweenween whowhowhowho isisisis andandandand isisisis notnotnotnot anananan intellectual)intellectual)intellectual)intellectual) andandandand totototo attemptattemptattemptattempt totototo bebebebe distinguisheddistinguisheddistinguisheddistinguished 
inininin thethethethe makingmakingmakingmaking ofofofof suchsuchsuchsuch distinctions.distinctions.distinctions.distinctions. 

Podhoretz'sIfIfIfIf reflectionsPoclhoretz's reflectionsPoclhoretz'sPoclhoretz's reflectionsreflections lackedlackedlackedlacked depthdepthdepthdepth andandandand subtlety,subtlety,subtlety,subtlety, thenthenthenthen thethethethe evaluationevaluationevaluationevaluation 
of historianor historianoror historianhistorian RichardRichardRichardRichard HofstadterHofstadterHofstadterHofstadter mustmustmustmust bebebebe seenseenseenseen asasasas moremoremoremore satisfactorysatisfactorysatisfactorysatisfactory andandandand 
cognizantcognizantcognizantcognizant ofofofof anotheranotheranotheranother truthtruthtruthtruth aboutaboutaboutabout intellectuals.intellectuals.intellectuals.intellectuals. Hofstadter,Hofstadter,Hofstadter,Hofstadter, whowhowhowho employedemployedemployedemployed 

01'thethethethe conceptconceptconceptconcept statusof statusofof statusstatus anxietyanxietyanxietyanxiety inininin hishishishis historicalhistoricalhistoricalhistorical analyses,analyses,analyses,analyses, foundfoundfoundfound inte!lectualsinte!lectualsinte!lectualsinte!lectuals totototo 
bebebebe bothbothbothboth desirousdesirousdesirousdesirous ofofofof popularpopularpopularpopular acclaimacclaimacclaimacclaim yetyetyetyet alsoalsoalsoalso antagonisticantagonisticantagonisticantagonistic totototo suchsuchsuchsuch 
acceptance:acceptance:acceptance:acceptance: 'when'when'when'when bourgeoisbourgeoisbourgeoisbourgeois societysocietysocietysociety rejectsrejectsrejectsrejects themthemthemthem [intellectuals],[intellectuals],[intellectuals],[intellectuals], thatthatthatthat isisisis onlyonlyonlyonly 
oneoneoneone moremoremoremore proofproofproofproof ofofofof itsitsitsits philistinism;philistinism;philistinism;philistinism; whenwhenwhenwhen itititit givesgivesgivesgives themthemthemthem anananan "honored"honored"honored"honored place",place",place",place", itititit 
isisisis buyingbuyingbuyingbuying themthemthemthem offoffoffofT. TheTheTheThe intellectualintellectualintellectualintellectual isisisis eithereithereithereither shutshutshutshut outoutoutout orororor soldsoldsoldsold out.,)out.,)out.,)out.,) ForForForFor 

"theHofstadter,Hofstadter,Hofstadter,Hofstadter, thisthisthisthis situationsituationsituationsituation constitutedconstitutedconstitutedconstituted tragic'the tragic'the'the tragictragic predicamentpredicamentpredicamentpredicament thatthatthatthat facesfacesfacesfaces anyanyanyany 
man oneoneoneone orororor anotheranotheranotheranother caughtcaughtcaughtcaught betweenbetweenbetweenbetween hishishishis mostmostmostmost demandingdemandingdemandingdemandingwholllan wholllanlllan whowho isisisis inininin waywaywayway 
idealsidealsidealsideals hishishishis immediateimmediateimmediateimmediate ambitionsambitionsambitionsambitions andandandand interests'.4andandandand moremoremoremore Thisinterests,.4 Thisinterests,.4interests,.4 ThisThis tensiontensiontensiontension 
betweenbetweenbetweenbetween idealsidealsidealsideals andandandand interestsinterestsinterestsinterests couldcouldcouldcould notnotnotnot bebebebe resolved,resolved,resolved,resolved, accordingaccordingaccordingaccording totototo Hofstadter.Hofstadter.Hofstadter.Hofstadter. 
NorNorNorNor shouldshouldshouldshould itititit be.be.be.be. FromFromFromj:;'rom thisthisthisthis 'tragic'tragic'tragic'tragic predicament'predicament'predicament'predicament' ---- atatatat timestimestimestimes almostalmostalmostalmost comic,comic,comic,comic, 
sincesincesincesince itititit seemedseemedseemedseemed sosososo ovenvroughtovenvroughtovenvroughtoverwrought withwithwithwith thethethethe typetypetypetype ofofofof manicmanicmanicmanic anxietyanxietyanxietyanxiety feltfeltfeltfelt bybybyby 
characterscharacterscharacterscharacters inininin aaaa SaulSaulSaulSaul BellowBellowBellowBellow novelnovelnovelnovel ---- mightmightmightmight arisearisearisearise aaaa middle-groundmiddle-groundmiddle-groundmiddle-ground position,position,position,position, 
oneoneoneone notnotnotnot basedbasedbasedbased onononon foundationalfoundationalfoundationalfoundational alienationalienationalienationalienation nornornornor clawingclawingclawingclawing acceptanceacceptanceacceptanceacceptance ofofofof power.power.power.power. 
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mtellectualInstead,Instead,Instead, thethethe wouldlI1tellectuallI1tellectual wouldwould havehavehave 'primary'primary'primary responsibilityresponsibilityresponsibility tototo truthtruthtruth ororor tototo hiShiShiS 
VISion, thl'ycreativecreativecreative andViSIon,ViSIon, andand hehehe mustmustmust bebebe preparedpreparedprepared tototo followfollowfollow themthemthem eveneveneven whenwhenwhen puttheythey putput 

him society'SathImhIm atat oddsoddsodds withwithwith hishishis society'ssociety's 
InInIn manymanymany ways,ways,ways, Hofstadter'sHofstadter'sHofstadter's idealidealideal ofofof thethethe intellectualintellectualintellectual anticipatesanticipatesanticipates thethethe recentrecentrecent 

formulationformulationformulation ofofof thethethe 'connected'connected'connected critic',critic',critic', asasas developeddevelopeddeveloped bybyby MichaelMichaelMichael WalzerWalzerWalzer666 

II1tellectualWalzerWalzerWalzer maintainsmaintainsmaintains thatthatthat thethethe ormtellectualmtellectual oror cnticcnticcntic shouldshouldshould proudlyproudlyproudly complain,complain,complain, notnotnot 
outoutout ontological alienation,alienation,alienation, butbutbut ratherratherrather withwithwith responsibilityresponsibilityresponsibility tototo bothbothboth aaaofofof ontologIcalontologIcal 

10 Hofstadter,particularparticularparticular communitycommunitycommunity andandand abstracttoto abstractabstract values.values.values. Walzer,Walzer,Walzer, asasas muchmuchmuch asasas Hofstaclter,Hofstaclter, 
views asasas ininin aaa tensetensetense position.position.position. Numbing,Numbing,Numbing, tragictragictragic alienationalienationalienation cancancan bebebetheVIewsVIews thethe criticcriticcritic 
avoidedavoidedavoided ororor lessenedlessenedlessened sososo longlonglong asasas thethethe intellectualintellectualintellectual remalI1S bondedremamsremams tobondeclbondecl toto aaa largerlargerlarger 
communitycommunitycommunity andandand tototo thethethe pursuitpursuitpursuit ofofof truthtruthtruth andandand Justice.Justice.Justice. HofstadterHofstadterHofstadter andandand Walzer'sWalzer'sWalzer's 
formulationsformulationsformulations maymaymay soundsoundsound quaintquaintquaint ininin thisthisthis FoucauldianFoucauldianFoucauldian eraeraera ofofof suspicionsuspicionsuspicion ofofof thethethe 

Idealsuniversaluniversaluniversal intellectualintellectualintellectual andandand ofofof recourserecourserecourse tototo ofidealsideals ofof 'responsibility'responsibility'responsibility tototo truth',truth',truth', asasas 
ififif truthtruthtruth werewerewere unproblematicunproblematicunproblematic ororor unrelatedunrelatedunrelated pO\ver.tototo thethethe exerciseexerciseexercise ofofof Butpower.power. ButBut tototo 
post-warpost-warpost-war intellectuals,intellectuals,intellectuals, upholdingupholdingupholding intellectualintellectualintellectual andandand culturalculturalcultural standards,standards,standards, 
howeverhoweverhowever vaguevaguevague theytheythey mightmightmight appear,appear,appear, seemedseemedseemed tototo bebebe bothbothboth aaa noblenoblenoble andandand ananan 
absolutelyabsolutelyabsolutely criticalcriticalcritical endeavour.endeavour.endeavour. 

ThereThereThere isisis absolutelyabsolutelyabsolutely nonono reasonreasonreason whywhywhy thethethe mtellectualmtellectualmtellectual . asasas eithereithereither Podhoretz'sPodhoretz'sPodhoretz's 
manmanman thlI1kerthlI1ker'on-the-make','on-the-make','on-the-make', Hofstadter's tragicallyHofstadkr'sHofstadkr's tragicallytragically conllictedconllictedconllicted thmker ororor Walzer'sWalzer'sWalzer's 

work.'connected'connected'connected critic'critic'critic' --- cannotcannotcannot bebebe engagedengagedengaged ininin importantimportantimportant intellectualintellectualintellectual Arter\vork.\vork. ArterArter 
lorall,all,all, ononon oneoneone levellevellevel suchsuchsuch creativecreativecreative productionproductionproduction wouldwouldwould obviouslyobviouslyobviously winwinwin himforfor himhim ororor herherher 

intellectualintellectualintellectual distinction,distinction,distinction, respectrespectrespect andandand statusstatusstatus fromfromfrom one'sone'sone's peers.peers.peers. IrvingIrvingIrving HoweHoweHowe 
admittedadmittedadmitted thatthatthat oneoneone couldcouldcould findfindfind amongamongamong NewNewNew YorkYorkYork intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals 'petty'petty'petty greedgreedgreed ororor 
huckstering,huckstering,huckstering, nownownow andandand againagainagain aaa dropdropdrop inlO opportunism'.intointo opportunism'.opportunism'. But,But,But, rightlyrightlyrightly 
concludedconcludedconcluded Howe,Howe,Howe, hehehe andandand otherotherother intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals werewerewere drivendrivendriven bybyby 'a'a'a gnawinggnawinggnawing 
ambitionambitionambition tototo writewritewrite something,something,something, eveneveneven threethreethree pagespagespages thatthatthat mightmightmight live,7live,7live,7 

oftenWhile,While,While, ininin thethethe post-warpost-warpost-war years,years,years, AmericanAmericanAmerican intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals succeededortenorten succeededsucceeded ininin 
penningpenningpenning aaa fewfewfew 'pages'pages'pages thatthatthat mightmightmight live',live',live', theytheythey alsoalsoalso spentspentspent ananan inordinateinordinateinordinate amountamountamount 
ofofof timetimetime tryingtryingtrying tototo definedefinedefine boundaries,boundaries,boundaries, tototo makemakemake distinctions,distinctions,distinctions, tototo establishestablishestablish theirtheirtheir 

loes antl-lntcikctuaJism.authorityauthorityauthority ininin oppositionoppositionopposition tototo thethethe offoesfoes ofof massmassmass culturecultureculture andandand antI-lI1tclkctuaJism.antI-lI1tclkctuaJism. 
define II1 part,part,part, bybyby theirtheirtheir chOicechOicechOice ofofofTheseTheseThese intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals soughtsoughtsought tototo themselves,defInedefIne themselves,themselves, 1I11I1 

imagll1ed. deCinitlon or l"unctlOl1enemies,enemies,enemies, bothbothboth realrealreal andandand Theimaglllecl.imaglllecl. TheThe defInitIondefInitIon membership,ofof membership,membership, functlUl1functlUl1 
statusstatusstatus ininin thethethe II1tellectual communitycommunitycommunity waswaswas notnotnot earnedandandand mtellectualmtellectual outcarnedcarned outout onlyonlyonly InInIn 

highbrow Parlisun Commel1furyhighhigh Journalsbrowbrow JournalsJournals suchsuchsuch asasas Review,Parri.lw1Parri.lw1 Review,Review, andComml'l1Iar.l'Comml'l1Iar.l' andand NewNewNew RepuhlicRepuhlicRepuhlic 
establishlI1g II1tellectual II1TheTheThe processprocessprocess ofofof statusestablishIngestablishIng statusstatus andandand placeplaceplace forforfor thethethe 1I1tellectual1I1tellectual AmericanIl1Il1 AmericanAmerican 

waswaswas aaa or II1strumentsIl1strumentsIl1struments theofof thethe massmassmass culturecultureculture thatsocietysocietysociety alsoalsoalso creationcreationcreation theofof thethe or thalthal 
intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals foundfoundfound sososo distastefuldistastefuldistasteful rokMassMassMass culturecultureculture playedplayedplayed aaa criticalcriticalcritical Inrolerole InIn thethethe 

m definmg whatdefln1l1gdefln1l1g whatwhat constitutedconstitutedconstituted aaa highbrowhighbrowhighbrowrepresentationrepresentationrepresentation ofofof thethethe intellectual,intellectual,intellectual, 111111 

thinker.thinker.thinker. surprislI1gly, unusuallyunusuallyunusually sensitivesensitivesensitive andandandNotNotNot manysurprismgly,surprismgly, manymany intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals werewerewere 
warywarywary ofofof suchsuchsuch presentations.presentations.presentations. 

TheTheThe harried,harried,harried, oftenoftenoften intemperate,intemperate,intemperate, attacksattacksattacks launchedlaunchedlaunched bybyby post-warpost-warpost-war intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals 
agamst massagall1stagall1st massmass andandand popularpopularpopular culturecultureculture filmfilmfilm andandand comiccomiccomic strips,strips,strips, nonono lesslessless thanthanthan 
popularizationspopularizationspopularizations ofofof highbrowhighbrowhighbrow culturalculturalcultural formsformsforms suchsuchsuch asasas symphonicsymphonicsymphonic concertsconcertsconcerts 

critical,critical,critical, then,then,then, moremoremore forforfor theirtheirtheir rolerolerole m thethethe actsactsacts orwerewerewere InIn exclusionofof exclusionexclusion andandand selfselfself
mtellectuals,definitiondefinitiondefinition thanthanthan forforfor theirtheirtheir insightinsightinsight andandand depth.depth.depth. ForForFor post-warpost-warpost-war status1I1tellectuals,1I1tellectuals, statusstatus 



250250250 GeorgeGeorgeGeorge Co/kinCo/kinCo/kin 

andandand subjectsubjectsubject werewerewere boundboundbound together.together.together. ToToTo bebebe aaa seriousseriousserious IntellectualIntellectualIntellectual ininin AmericaAmericaAmerica 
requiredrequiredrequired thatthatthat oneoneone bebebe opposedopposedopposed tototo thethethe insidious,insidious,insidious, levellinglevellinglevelling forcesforcesforces ofofof massmassmass 
culture;culture;culture; showingshowingshowing tootootoo muchmuchmuch respectrespectrespect forforfor massmassmass culturecultureculture (except(except(except asasas aaa threat)threat)threat) couldcouldcould 
eveneveneven bringbringbring forthforthforth doubtsdoubtsdoubts aboutaboutabout one'sone'sone's ownownown intellectualintellectualintellectual credentials.credentials.credentials. SuchSuchSuch 
anxietyanxietyanxiety generallygenerallygenerally blindedblindedblinded post-warpost-warpost-war intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals tototo thethethe richnessrichnessrichness ofofof massmassmass andandand 
popularpopularpopular culture;culture;culture; ititit forcedforcedforced intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals tototo overstateoverstateoverstate thethethe lineslineslines dividingdividingdividing eliteeliteelite andandand 
popularpopularpopular culture.culture.culture. InInIn thethethe post-warpost-warpost-war years,years,years, distinguIshingthethethe marksdistingUishingdistingUishing marksmarks ofofof thethethe 

distmctionsintellectual,intellectual,intellectual, thethethe thatdistInctionsdistInctions thatthat hehehe ororor shesheshe waswaswas movedmovedmoved tototo generategenerategenerate werewerewere vaguevaguevague 
mattersmattersmatters ofofof tastetastetaste thatthatthat paradedparadedparaded asasas unassailableunassailableunassailable standards.standards.standards. AndAndAnd eveneveneven thethethe 
expressionexpressionexpression ofofof suchsuchsuch distinctions,distinctions,distinctions, ininin thethethe processprocessprocess markingmarkingmarking oneselfoneselfoneself offoffoff asasas ananan 
intellectual,intellectual,intellectual, alsoalsoalso provedprovedproved particularlyparticularlyparticularly incapableincapableincapable ofofof bringingbringingbringing satisfactionsatisfactionsatisfaction ororor 
surceasesurceasesurcease fromfromfrom doubtsdoubtsdoubts aboutaboutabout statusstatusstatus tototo thethethe intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals makingmakingmaking themEthemEthemE 

DangersDangersDangers tototo thethethe lifelifelife ofofof thethethe mind,mind,mind, tototo thethethe strenuousstrenuousstrenuous idealidealideal ofofof highbrowhighbrowhighbrow 
culturalculturalcultural enterpriseenterpriseenterprise lurkedlurkedlurked everywhere.everywhere.everywhere. DelmoreDelmoreDelmore Schwartz'sSchwartz'sSchwartz's famousfamousfamous quipquipquip thatthatthat 
'sometimes'sometimes'sometimes eveneveneven paranoidsparanoidsparanoids havehavehave realrealreal enemies'enemies'enemies' maymaymay bebebe takentakentaken asasas paradigmaticparadigmaticparadigmatic 
ofofof thethethe world-viewworld-viewworld-view ofofof post-warpost-warpost-war thinkersthinkersthinkers asasas theytheythey confrontedconfrontedconfronted thethethe ImpossibleImpossibleImpossible 
problemproblemproblem ofofof self-definitionself-definitionself-definition ininin thethethe facefaceface ofofof thethethe presumedpresumedpresumed threatsthreatsthreats ofofof massmassmass 
culture,culture,culture, McCarthyMcCarthyMcCarthy eraeraera anti-intellectualism,anti-intellectualism,anti-intellectualism, andandand eveneveneven adulation.adulation.adulation. AllAllAll tootootoo 
often,often,often, post-warpost-warpost-war intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals drewdrewdrew upupup thethethe followingfollowingfollowing equation:equation:equation: massmassmass culturecultureculture === 
kitsch;kitsch;kitsch; highhighhigh culturecultureculture === intellectuals.intellectuals.intellectuals. InInIn attemptingattemptingattempting tototo maintainmaintainmaintain theirtheirtheir identityidentityidentity 
asasas intellectuals,intellectuals,intellectuals, ininin generalgeneralgeneral oppositionoppositionopposition tototo massmassmass culture,culture,culture, post-warpost-warpost-war thinkersthinkersthinkers 
ultimatelyultimatelyultimately cordonedcordonedcordoned themselvesthemselvesthemselves offoffofT fromfromfrom muchmuchmuch thatthatthat waswaswas rich,rich,rich, challengingchallengingchallenging 
andandand experimentalexperimentalexperimental ininin AmericanAmericanAmerican popularpopularpopular culture.culture.culture. AsAsAs SusanSusanSusan SontagSontagSontag warnedwarnedwarned ininin 

""',a shift1964,1964,1964, ininin 'Notes'Notes'Notes ononon "Camp""Camp""Camp" crucialaa crucialcrucial documentdocumentdocument thatthatthat markedmarkedmarked aaa awayshirtshirt awayaway 
fromfromfrom thethethe post-warpost-warpost-war antagonismantagonismantagonism tototo popularpopularpopular culture:culture:culture: 'there'there'there areareare otherotherother creativecreativecreative 
sensibilitiessensibilitiessensibilities besidesbesidesbesides thethethe seriousnessseriousnessseriousness (both(both(both tragictragictragic andandand comic)comic)comic) ofofof highhighhigh culturecultureculture 
andandand stylehighhigh stylestylehIgh ofofof evaluatingevaluatingevaluating peapeapeople. Andpie.pie. AndAnd oneoneone cheatscheatscheats oneself,oneself,oneself, asasas aaa humanhumanhuman 
being,being,being, ififif oneoneone respecthashashas onlyrC.lpcc!rC.lpcc! onlyonly forforfor thethethe stylestylestyle ofofof highhighhigh culture,.9culture,.9culture,.9 ButButBut post-warpost-warpost-war 
intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals werewerewere incapableincapableincapable ofofof droppingdroppingdropping theirtheirtheir faithfaithfaith ininin thethethe redeemingredeemingredeeming powerpowerpower ofofof 
highhighhigh culture.culture.culture. InInIn thethethe process,process,process, theytheythey ironicallyironicallyironically underminedunderminedundermined theirtheirtheir ownownown statusstatusstatus andandand 
powerpowerpower asasas intellectuals.intellectuals.intellectuals. ByByBy sharpeningsharpeningsharpening tootootoo finefinefine aaa pointpointpoint tototo thethethe pencilpencilpencil ofofof theirtheirtheir 
ownownown tastes,tastes,tastes, theytheythey becamebecamebecame lesslessless self-critical,self-critical,self-critical, overlyoverlyoverly resistantresistantresistant tototo innovationinnovationinnovation andandand 
experimentationexperimentationexperimentation 111, lifelifelife ofofof thethethe mind.mind.mind. IfIfIf todaytodaytoday thethethe complaintcomplaintcomplaint aboutaboutabouttheIn.In. thethe 
politicalpoliticalpolitical correctnesscorrectnesscorrectness isisis thatthatthat theretherethere isisis tootootoo muchmuchmuch cantcantcant aboutaboutabout race,race,race, classclassclass andandand 

mtellectualsgender,gender,gender, thenthenthen forforfor thethethe post-warpost-warpost-war fightingII1tellectualsII1tellectuals fightingfighting ononon thethethe culturecultureculture front,front,front, theirtheirtheir 
idealsidealsideals ofofof 'irony,'irony,'irony, paradox,paradox,paradox, ambiguity,ambiguity,ambiguity, andandand complexity'complexity'complexity' tooktooktook ononon theirtheirtheir ownownown 

IOtalismanICtalismanICtalismanIC andandand connotations.limitll1glimitll1g connotations.connotations. \0\0 

ThisThisThis closingclosingclosing ofofof thethethe mindmindmind ofofof post-warpost-warpost-war intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals --- condemnedcondemnedcondemned bybyby HaroldHaroldHarold 
RosenbergRosenbergRosenberg asasas 'The'The'The herdherdherd ofofof independentindependentindependent minds'\\minds'\\minds d 

1 --- isisis bestbestbest perceivedperceivedperceived ininin theirtheirtheir 
stridentstridentstrident protestsprotestsprotests againstagainstagainst massmassmass culture.culture.culture. ToToTo bebebe sure,sure,sure, theretherethere werewerewere validvalidvalid reasonsreasonsreasons 
behindbehindbehind thethethe attack.attack.attack. InInIn part,part,part, thethethe criticalcriticalcritical concernconcernconcern withwithwith massmassmass culturecultureculture maymaymay wellwellwell 
havehavehave beenbeenbeen indicativeindicativeindicative ofofof thethethe shiftshiftshift ofofof intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals awayawayaway fromfromfrom MarxianMarxianMarxian andandand 
radicalradicalradical politicalpoliticalpolitical criticismcriticismcriticism towardtowardtoward non-politicalnon-politicalnon-political culturalculturalcultural criticism.criticism.criticism. ButButBut forforfor 

limit111g 

intcllectuals,manymanymany whateverintellectuals,intellectuals, whateverwhatever theirtheirtheir politicalpoliticalpolitical positions,positions,positions, massmassmass culturecultureculture appearedappearedappeared 
(0 high browbetoto bebe dangerouslydangerouslydangerously antagonisticantagonisticantagonistic tototo thethethe puritypuritypurity ofofof ideals;highbrowhighbrow ideals;ideals; ititit threatenedthreatenedthreatened 
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tototo reducereducereduce senoussenoussenous thinkingthinkingthinking ll1to aaa commoditycommoditycommodity forforfor massmassmass consumption,consumption,consumption,IntoInto 
thinkeT.corruptingcorruptingcorrupting bothbothboth ideaideaidea andandand Ifthinkt'T.thinkt'T. IfIf thethethe socialsocialsocial lifelifelife ofofof thethethe post-warpost-warpost-war world,world,world, asasas 

mexpensivecapturedcapturedcaptured ininin thethethe suburbansuburbansuburban phenomenonphenomenonphenomenon ofofof butlllexpensivelllexpensive butbut blandblandbland housing,housing,housing, 
toorepresentedrepresentedrepresented thethethe futurefuturefuture asasas conformityconformityconformity andandand complacency,complacency,complacency, thenthenthen sososo might100100 mightmight 

Iiamassmassmass culturecultureculture promisepromisepromise aaa LevittownLevittownLevittown ofl!:ll!:l ofof thethethe mind.mind.mind. CulturalCulturalCultural degenerationdegenerationdegeneration ininin 
I11lmickedsocietysocietysociety atatat largelargelarge appearedappearedappeared tototo bebebe inIlllmickedIlllmicked inin thethethe hugehugehuge numbersnumbersnumbers ofofof studentsstudentsstudents 

nocking G I II hintoOockingOocking intointo thethethe universitiesuniversitiesuniversities andandand colleges,colleges,colleges, manymanymany supportedsupportedsupported bybyby thethethe Bill.GlGl Bill.Bill. llbllb 

ToToTo meetmeetmeet thethethe demandsdemandsdemands ofofof thethethe newnewnew students,students,students, manymanymany ofofof whomwhomwhom mightmightmight bebebe perceivedperceivedperceived 
intelkctualsasasas notnotnot thethethe mostmostmost intellectuallyintellectuallyintellectually gifted,gifted,gifted, ititit waswaswas fearedfearedfeared bybyby manymanymany thatintellectualsintellectuals thatthat 

thethethe systemsystemsystem bebebe forcedforcedforced tototo spoon-Icededucationaleducationaleducational wouldwouldwould information,spoon-teedspoon-teed information,information, tototo 
mtotransformtransformtransform highbrowhighbrowhighbrow culturalculturalcultural monumentsmonumentsmonuments middle-browIntoInto middle-browmiddle-brow productsproductsproducts mademademade 

forforfor easyeasyeasy andandand pleasantpleasantpleasant consumption.consumption.consumption. 
But,But,But, ititit mustmustmust bebebe remembered,remembered,remembered, thisthisthis almostalmostalmost hystencalhystencalhystencal concernconcernconcern withwithwith massmassmass 

culturecultureculture ononon thethethe partpartpart ofofof post-warpost-warpost-war intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals waswaswas caughtcaughtcaught upupup mmm thethethe questionquestionquestion ofofof 
thethethe status,status,status, prerogativesprerogativesprerogatives andandand veryveryvery definitiondefinitiondefinition ofofof thethethe mtellectual. 12llltcilectual.llltcilectual. 1212 givenAnd,And,And, gIvengIven 
thethethe horrorshorrorshorrors ofofof recentrecentrecent history,history,history, thethethe crimescrimescrimes ofofof Stalin,Stalin,Stalin, thethethe excessesexcessesexcesses ofofof thethethe PopularPopularPopular 
FrontFrontFront ideologyideologyideology ofofof thethethe 1930s1930s1930s andandand 1940s1940s1940s (itself(itself(itself ananan exerciseexerciseexercise ininin thethethe creationcreationcreation ofofof ananan 

mtellectualsartificialartificialartificial culturalculturalcultural construct)construct)construct) andandand totalitarianism,totalitarianism,totalitarianism, AmericanAmericanAmerican wereIntellectualsIntellectuals werewere 
warywarywary notnotnot onlyonlyonly ofofof theirtheirtheir ownownown positionspositionspositions ininin America,America,America, butbutbut alsoalsoalso ofofof thethethe dangerdangerdanger ofofof 

1.1massmassmass culturecultureculture feedingfeedingfeeding intointointo aaa frenzyfrenzyfrenzy ofofof anti-intellectualism.anti-intellectualism.anti-intellectualism. I.JI.J 

ToToTo bebebe sure,sure,sure, theretherethere isisis justicejusticejustice ininin emphasizingemphasizingemphasizing asasas thethethe definingdefiningdefining themesthemesthemes theofof thethe 
post-warpost-warpost-war intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals theirtheirtheir movementmovementmovement fromfromfrom radicalismradicalismradicalism tototo conservatism,conservatism,conservatism, fromfromfrom 

01' 

it fromananan adversarialadversarialadversarial tototo aaa celebratorycelebratorycelebratory stancestancestance visvisvis visaavisvis America,America,America, ororor ideological['rom['rom ideologicalideological 
commitmentscommitmentscommitments tototo thethethe idealidealideal ofofof ananan 'end'end'end ofofof ideology'.ideology'.ideology'. 141414 SuchSuchSuch concernsconcernsconcerns areareare 
readilyreadilyreadily apparent,apparent,apparent, forforfor instance,instance,instance, ininin thethethe famousfamousfamous symposiumsymposiumsymposium 'Our'Our'Our CountryCountryCountry andandand 

Cult ure', PartisanOurOurOur organizedCulture',Culture', organizedorganized ininin 195219521952 bybyby thethethe editorseditorseditors ofofof thethethe ReviewParlisanParlisan ReviewReview TheTheThe 
AmericanAmericanAmerican economy'seconomy'seconomy's apparentlyapparentlyapparently successfulsuccessfulsuccessful evolutionevolutionevolution fromfromfrom scarcityscarcityscarcity tototo 
abundance,abundance,abundance, andandand thethethe demandsdemandsdemands ofofof internationalinternationalinternational anti-Communistanti-Communistanti-Communist politics,politics,politics, 
helpedhelpedhelped tototo explainexplainexplain thethethe suddensuddensudden willingnesswillingnesswillingness ofofof intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals tototo affirmaffirmaffirm AmericanAmericanAmerican 
lifelifelife andandand institutIons.institutIons.institutIons. DistmguishedDistmguishedDistmguished theologiantheologiantheologian RemholdRemholdRemhold NiebuhrNiebuhrNiebuhr notednotednoted thatthatthat 
the 01' utopIanIsm might nownownow bebebett dangeroushehe dangerousdangerous IdealsIdealsIdeals theoror thethe 1930s,1930s,1930s, andutopianIsmutopianIsm andand progress,progress,progress, IllIghtIllIght 
recalledrecalledrecalled bybyby maturematuremature mtellectuals m thethethe 1950s1950s1950s asasas littlelittlelittle moremoremore 'anth;lnth;ln 'an'an1I1tellectuals1I1tellectuals 111111 than 

embarrassment'. IS symposIum Il)lmdadolescentadolescentadolescent Theembarrassment'I5embarrassment'I5 TheThe editorialsymposIUmsymposIUm editorialeditorial statementstatementstatement thatfoundfound thatthat 
'the'the'the tidetidetide hashashas begunbegunbegun 1010to turn,turn,turn, andandand manymanymany writerswriterswriters andandand lI1telleetuals nowIntellectualsIntellectuals nownow f'celf'celIcel 

It,closerclosercloser tototo theirtheirtheir countrycountrycountry andandand itsitsits culture'.culture'.culture'. It>It> 

TheTheThe discussionsdiscussionsdiscussions ininin thethethe symposiumsymposiumsymposium werewerewere alsoalsoalso redolentredolentredolent withwithwith concernsconcernsconcerns 
aboutaboutabout thethethe challengechallengechallenge ofofof massmassmass culturecultureculture andandand thethethe statusstatusstatus ofofof thethethe ll1tellectual. InIntellectual.Intellectual. InIn 
addition,addition,addition, 0p1l110n0p1l110n0p1l110n differeddiffereddiffered asasas tototo whetherwhetherwhether ititit waswaswas actuallyactuallyactually aaa thmggoodgoodgood forthlllgthlllg forfor 

begll1 comfortable, ll1 America.America.America. TheTheTheintellectualsintellectualsintellectuals tototo tobegmbegm toto feelfeelfeel tocomrortable,comrortable, toto attainattainattain successsuccesssuccess 111111 

issueissueissue ofofof successsuccesssuccess diddiddid notnotnot SImplySImplySImply meanmeanmean ofthethethe dangerdangerdanger theoror thethe intellectualintellectualintellectual beingbeingbeing 
corruptedcorruptedcorrupted bybyby wealthwealthwealth ororor beingbeingbeing ledledled intointointo complacencycomplacencycomplacency bybyby academicacademicacademic 
appointments.appointments.appointments. ItItIt alsoalsoalso raIsedraIsedraIsed thethethe spectrespectrespectre ofofof howhowhow mIghtmIghtmIght ananan lI1telJectualIl1tellectualIl1tellectual 
remainremainremain ananan intellectualintellectualintellectual whenwhenwhen hishishis ororor herherher thoughtsthoughtsthoughts werewerewere nonono longerlongerlonger partpartpart whatoror whatwhat 
thethethe criticcriticcritic LIOnelLIOnelLIOnel TrillingTrillingTrilling hadhadhad onceonceonce proudlyproudlyproudly referredreferredreferred tototo asasas ananan advcrsarial 

of 
adversarialadversarial 

culture.culture.culture. l1717 
? TheTheThe interplayinterplayinterplay betweenbetweenbetween success,success,success, alienationalienationalienation andandand massmassmass culturecultureculture 
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lI1tellectualsdefineddefineddefined thethethe extendedextendedextended conversationconversationconversation carriedcarriedcarried ononon bybyby post-warpost-warpost-war aboutIIltellectualsIIltellectuals aboutabout 
their owntheIrtheIr ownown functionfunctionfunction andandand fate.fate.fate. 

ToToTo understandunderstandunderstand thethethe post-warpost-warpost-war intellectuals'intellectuals'intellectuals' assaultassaultassault ononon massmassmass culture.culture.culture. ititit isisis firstfirstfirst 
necessarynecessarynecessary tototo considerconsiderconsider twotwotwo criticalcriticalcritical textstextstexts thatthatthat helpedhelpedhelped tototo definedefinedefine thethethe IssueIssueIssue andandand tototo 
frameframeframe questionsquestionsquestions forforfor them:them:them: ClementClementClement Greenberg'sGreenberg'sGreenberg's Avant-gardeAvant-gardeAvant-garde andandand kitsch'kitsch'kitsch' 
(1939)(1939)(1939) andandand HannahHannahHannah Arendt'sArendt'sArendt's TheTheThe OriginsOriginsOrigins ofofof TO[(J!iwrianismTO[(J!iwrianismToralirurianism (1951).(1951).(1951 l. BothBothBoth 
worksworksworks pivotpivotpivot aroundaroundaround afTinitymassmassmass culturecultureculture andandand itsitsits withaffinityaffinity withwith totalitarianism.totalitarianism.totalitarianism. OfOfOf 
equal Importance, bothequallmponancc,equallmponancc, bothboth worksworksworks assayassayassay thethethe ruinsruinsruins ofofof modernismmodernismmodernism andandand thethethe naturenaturenature ofofof

18alienation:alienation:alienation: themesthemesthemes thatthatthat predominatedpredominatedpredominated ininin thethethe workworkwork ofofof post-warpost-warpost-war thinkers.thinkers.thinkers. II SS 

Greenberg'sGreenberg'sGreenberg's firstfirstfirst majormajormajor essayessayessay revealsrevealsreveals manymanymany ofofof thethethe formulationsformulationsformulations thatthatthat laterlaterlater 
becamebecamebecame hishishis signaturesignaturesignature ininin theorizingtheorizingtheorizing abstractabstractabstract expressionism:expressionism:expressionism: formformform overoverover 
content,content,content, andandand emphasisemphasisemphasis ononon thethethe evolutionevolutionevolution ofofof thethethe medIum.medIum.medium. YetYetYet thethethe essayessayessay isisis 
drencheddrencheddrenched InIn111 thethethe politicspoliticspolitics ofofof anti-StalinIsmanti-StalinIsmanti-Stalilllsm andandand Stillanti-totalitananism.anti-totalitananism. StillStillanti-totalitarIanism. aaa 
TrotskYist 111whenTrotskYIstTrotskYIst whenwhen hehehe wrotewrotewrote thethethe essay.essay.essay. GreenbergGreenbergGreenberg waswaswas aInIn aa foulfoulfoul moodmoodmood aboutaboutabout thethethe 
possibilitiespossibilitiespossibilities ofofof socialsocialsocial changechangechange tototo savesavesave highhighhigh an.an.art. Indeed.Indeed.Indeed. hehehe closedclosedclosed hishishis essayessayessay 
withwithwith thethethe faintfaintfaint hopehopehope thatthatthat 'Today'Today'Today wewewe looklooklook tototo socialismsocialismsocialism simp/)'simp/)'simp/)' forforfor thethethe 
preservationpreservationpreservation ofofof whateverwhateverwhatever livinglivingliving culturecultureculture wewewe havehavehave rightrightright now'.now'.now'. TheTheThe forcesforcesforces ofofof 
doomdoomdoom capitalism,capitalism,capitalism, fascismfascismfascism andandand StalinismStalinismStalinism --- werewerewere allallall guiltyguiltyguilty ofofof traffickingtraffickingtrafficking ininin 
kitsch,kitsch,kitsch, whichwhichwhich GreenbergGreenbergGreenberg viewedviewedviewed asasas servingservingserving powerfulpowerfulpowerful interests.interests.interests. GreenbergGreenbergGreenberg 
upheldupheldupheld thethethe idealidealideal ofofof thethethe avant-garde,avant-garde,avant-garde, butbutbut hehehe recognizedrecognizedrecognized thatthatthat avant-gardeavant-gardeavant-garde 
abstractionabstractionabstraction ismismism waswaswas basedbasedbased ononon aaa shiftshiftshift 'away'away'away fromfromfrom subjectsubjectsubject mattermattermatter ofofof commoncommoncommon 

craft'. I'!expenence'expenence'expenence' towardtowardtoward 'the'the'the mediummediummedium ofofof hishishis [the[the[the artist's]artist's]artist's] ownownown Moderncraft,.10craft,.10 ModernModern artartart 
becamebecamebecame andandand lI1accessible: uneducateduneducateduneducated werewereweredifficultdifficultdifficult alienated,lIlaccessible:lIlaccessible: alienated,alienated, massesmassesmasses 
logically an. InestrangedlogIcallylogIcally estrangedestranged fromfromfrom highhighhigh art.art. such[n[n suchsuch aaa situation,situation,situation, thethethe workerworkerworker wouldwouldwould bebebe 
drawndrawndrawn tototo thethethe familiarfamiliarfamiliar representationalityrepresentationalityrepresentationality ofofof kitsch.kitsch.kitsch. KitschKitschKitsch waswaswas 'ersatz'ersatz'ersatz 
culturecultureculture ......... thethethe epitomeepitomeepitome ofofof allallall thatthatthat isisis spuriousspuriousspurious ininin thethethe lifelifelife ofofof itsitsits times'.times'.times'. 

requiredPrepackaged.Prepackaged.Prepackaged. predictable,predictable,predictable, sentimental,sentimental,sentimental, kitschkitschkitsch reqreq noneuireduired nonenone ofofof thethethe reflectionreflectionreflection 
demanded appreciatetodcmandeddcmanded toto highappreciatcappreciatc highhigh art.art.art. KitschKitschKitsch waswaswas imperialisticimperialisticimperialistic andandand seductive.seductive.seductive. ItItIt 
'converts'converts'converts andandand waterswaterswaters downdowndown aaa greatgreatgreat dealdealdeal ofofof avant-gardeavant-gardeavant-garde materialmaterialmaterial forforfor itsitsits ownownown 
uses anduscsuscs andand itsitsits enormousenormousenormous profitsprofitsprofits areareare aaa sourcesourcesource ofofof temptationtemptationtemptation tototo thethethe avant-gardeavant-gardeavant-garde 
itself, anditsel!',itsel!', andand itsitsits membersmembersmembers havehavehave notnotnot alwaysalwaysalways resistedresistedresisted thisthisthis temptation'.temptation'.temptation'.

KitschKitschKitsch thenthenthen workedworkedworked asasas aaa corruptingcorruptingcorrupting agent,agent,agent, spreadingspreadingspreading itselfitselfitself throughoutthroughoutthroughout thethethe 
cultcult ure,ure,culture, underminingunderminingundermining thethethe avant-gardeavant-gardeavant-garde artist,artist,artist, highbrowhighbrowhighbrow culturecultureculture andandand thethethe 
authorityauthorityauthority ofofof intellectuals.intellectuals.intellectuals. VigilanceVigilanceVigilance againstagainstagainst 'virulencethethethe of"virulence"virulence ofof kitsch'kitsch'kitsch' waswaswas 
demandeddemandeddemanded ofofof thethethe intellectual.intellectual.intellectual. YetYetYet atatat thisthisthis historicalhistoricalhistorical conjuncture,conjuncture,conjuncture, thethethe problemproblemproblem 
confrontingconfrontingconfronting thethethe intellectualintellectualintellectual waswaswas moremoremore thanthanthan kitschkitschkitsch asasas ananan abstractabstractabstract entity,entity,entity, tototo bebebe 
quarantinedquarantinedquarantined ofTofTofT intointointo aaa sanitarysanitarysanitary closetclosetcloset sososo thatthatthat highhighhigh culturecultureculture mightmightmight thrive.thrive.thrive. 
GreenbergGreenbergGreenberg emphasizedemphasizedemphasized thatthatthat kitschkitschkitsch faithfullyfaithfullyfaithfully andandand powerfullypowerfullypowerfully servedservedserved thethethe 
totalitariantotalitariantotalitarian statestatestate asasas aaa vehiclevehiclevehicle forforfor propagandapropagandapropaganda andandand legitimation:legitimation:legitimation: 'Kitsch'Kitsch'Kitsch keepskeepskeeps 
aaa dictatordictatordictator ininin closerclosercloser contactcontactcontact withwithwith thethethe "soul""soul""soul" ofofof thethethe people.'people.'people.' WhileWhileWhile dictatorsdictatorsdictators 
suchsuchsuch asasas MMM ussoliniussoliniussolini mightmightmight !lirt brieflyflirtflirt brieflybriefly withwithwith highhighhigh modernism,modernism,modernism, theytheythey werewerewere 
inexorablyinexorablyinexorably movedmovedmoved tototo repudiaterepudiaterepudiate artisticartisticartistic experimentationexperimentationexperimentation ininin favourfavourfavour ofofof kitschkitschkitsch 
whichwhichwhich supportedsupportedsupported thethethe illusionillusionillusion ofofof thethethe massesmassesmasses beingbeingbeing ininin control.control.control. Thus,Thus,Thus, ItalianItalianItalian 
modernistsmodernistsmodernists 'are'are'are sentsentsent intointointo thethethe outerouterouter darkness,darkness,darkness, andandand thethethe newnewnew railroadrailroadrailroad stationstationstation ininin 
RomeRomeRome willwillwill notnotnot bebebe modernistic'20modernistic'20modernistic'20 
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InInIn his connectinghIShIS connectingconnecting totalitarianismtotalitarianismtotalitarianism (and(and(and capitalism)capitalism)capitalism) withwithwith kitschkitschkitsch artartart 
productl'lI1, cultureculturecultureCreenbergproducti\)J1,producti\)J1, CreenbergCreenberg hadhadhad outlinedoutlinedoutlined thethethe dangerousdangerousdangerous logiclogiclogic ofofof massmassmass 
andandand tl1\.'tl1\.'tl1\.' shakyshakyshaky futurefuturefuture ofofof thethethe aval1l-garde. Suchavant-garde.avant-garde. SuchSuch concernsconcernsconcerns hadhadhad notnotnot beenbeenbeen 
centrallycentrallycentrally discusseddiscusseddiscussed duringduringduring thethethe warwarwar years.years.years. ButButBut withwithwith conclusionthethethe ofcOndUSll)ncOndUSll)n ofof thethethe 
SecondSecondSecond WorldWorldWorld War,War,War, andandand thethethe publicationpublicationpublication ofofof Arendt'sArendt'sArendt's massivemassivemassive tome,tome,tome, TheTh,'Th,' 
OriginsOriginsOrigins oj"oj" theTOfo!if(lriol7i,I'JJl,TOfo!if(lriol7i,I'JJl, thethe emphasesemphasesemphases ofofof CreenbergCreenbergCreenberg ononon andanan andand politics,politics,politics, 
kitschkitschkitsch andandand avant-garde,avant-garde,avant-garde, massmassmass culturecultureculture andandand totalitarianism,totalitarianism,totalitarianism, againagamagam can1L' tlltlltll 

0/ TOfalirarianism, art 
camecame 

thethethe fore.fore.fore. 
canonical post -waArendt'sArendt'sArendt's volumevolumevolume achievedachievedachieved canonicacanonica statII statstat ususus amongamongamong rpost-wapost-wa rr intellectintellectintellect uauaua IsIsIs 

becausebecausebecause ofofof thethethe authorityauthorityauthority ofofof herherher prose,prose,prose, fromfromfrom thethethe authenticityauthenticityauthenticity ofofof herherher 
experiencesexperiencesexperiences asasas aaa survivorsurvivorsurvivor ofofof thethethe NaziNaziNazi assaultassaultassault ononon culture,culture,culture, thethethe sparklesparklesparkle ofofof herherher 

Ideas,bIgbIg Ideas,Ideas, andandand outoutout ofofof herherher exaltedexaltedexalted positionpositionposition amongamongamong NewNewNew YorkYorkYork Asllltellectuais.llltellectuais. AsAs 
life .. ititit f,Jr 

big Intellectuals. 
AlfredAlfredAlfred KazinKazinKazin remembered,remembered,remembered, ArendtArendtArendt 'became'became'became vitalvitalvital tototo mymymy waslife,.life,. waswas theforfor thethe 
direcliondirecliondireclion ofofof herherher thinkl11gthinkl11gthinkl11g thatthatthat sheIII lovedlovedloved her,her,her, forforfor thethethe personalpersonalpersonal msistenciesmsistenciesmsistencies sl1\.'sl1\.' 
gainedgainedgained fromfromfrom herherher comprehensioncomprehensioncomprehension ofofof thethethe EuropeanEuropeanEuropean catastrophe,catastrophe,catastrophe, SheSheShe gavegavegave herherher 
friends., ,ll1telJectualfriends.friends. ,, courage,1l1tc!Jectual,1l1tc!Jectual couragecourage beforebeforebefore thethethe moralmoralmoral terrorterrorterror thethethe warwarwar hadhadhad willedwilledwilled tototo 
us',2lus',2lus',2l SuchSuchSuch culturalculturalcultural capitalcapitalcapital \~asjoined\~asjoined\~asjoined bybyby aaa personalpersonalpersonal powerpowerpower thatthatthat 'bristled'bristled'bristled withwithwith 

ll1 sightsightsight tototo ananan alertalertalert discipleship',discipleship',discipleship',intellectualintellectualintellectual charm,charm,charm, asasas ififif tototo reducereducereduce everyoneeveryoneeveryone 111111 

Irvlllgrecalledrecalledrecalled Howe:Irv1l1gIrv1l1g Howe:Howe: 'Rarely'Rarely'Rarely havehavehave III metmetmet aaa writerwriterwriter withwithwith sososo acuteacuteacute ananan awarenessawarenessawareness 
ofofof thethethe powerpowerpower tototo overwhelm'.overwhelm'.overwhelm'. 222222 

sense,ArendtArendtArendt documented,documented,documented, ininin aaa metaphysicalmetaphysicalmetaphysical asasas muchmuchmuch asasas aaa historicalhistoricalhistorical thesense.sense. thethe 
nsedestructivedestructivedestructive wakewakewake ofofof thethethe declinedeclinedecline ofofof thethethe nationalnationalnational state,state,state, thethethe ofrIserIse ofof imperialismimperialismimperialism 

and,and,and, una]]y, howuna]]y.una]]y. howhow totalitarianismtotalitarianismtotalitarianism offeredofferedoffered tototo resolveresolveresolve thethethe statestatestate ofofof chroniCchroniCchroniC 
lonelinesslonelinessloneliness ofofof modernmodernmodern menmenmen andandand women,women.women. end, mterpretaInInIn thethethe theend.end. thethe specificspecificspecific lllterpretalllterpreta

sweepmg werewerewere totototionstionstions andandand thethethe structuresweep1l1gsweep1l1g structurestructure ofofof thethethe argumentargumentargument lesslessless importantimportantimportant 
post-warpost-warpost-war AmericanAmericanAmerican intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals thanthanthan thethethe nightmarish,nightmarish,nightmarish, numbingnumbingnumbing visionvisionvision thatthatthat 
ArendtArendtArendt paintedpaintedpainted ononon herherher canvas.canvas.canvas. TheTheThe categorycategorycategory ofofof class,class,class, onceonceonce sososo centralcentralcentral tototo thethethe 

intelJectuals, orororsocialsocialsocial theoriestheoriestheories ofofof hadintellectuals,intellectuals, hadhad beenbeenbeen demolisheddemolisheddemolished bybyby thethethe alienationalienationalienation 
totalitananindividualsindividualsindividuals fromfromfrom theirtheirtheir ownownown classclassclass andandand bybyby thethethe powerpowerpower ofofof thethethe statetotalitariantotalitarian statestate tototo 

wcretranscendtranscendtranscend classclassclass boundaries.boundaries.boundaries. AppealsAppealsAppeals tototo classclassclass nowwerewere nownow ViewedViewedViewed asasas diviSivediviSivediviSive andandand 
helpll1g or destructioncounter-productive,counter-productive,counter-productive, tohelp1l1ghelp1l1g toto createcreatecreate thethethe nrglesnrglesnrgles ofof thatdestructIondestructIon thatthat mademademade thethethe 

totalitariantotalitariantotalitarian turnturnturn allallall thethethe moremoremore confoundingconfoundingconfounding andandand ;1frightfulfrightful ;1;1fnghtrul 
Historian target nutes that 'ForHH WilfrediSlOrianiSlOrian WilfredWilfred McClayMcClayMcClay isisis certal11lycertal11lycertal11ly ononon whent<ngett<nget whenwhen hehehe IwtesIwtes thaI'thaI' ForFor 

ofdisturb1l1gdisturb1l1g ofof totalitarianismtotalitarianism [;15AmericanAmericanAmerican thinkers,thinkers,thinkers, thethethe disturbll1g postwarpostwarpostwar viSionviSionviSion tntalltananism laslas 
asasas wellwellwell asasas bybyby ErichErichErich Fromm]Fromm]Fromm] disclosl.:d somediscloseddisclosed somesome thl.:developeddevelopeddeveloped bybyby Arendt,Arendt,Arendt, ofofof thethe 

anXieties andanXIetiesanXIeties andand projectionsprojectionsprojections or theofof thethe free-floatingfree-floatingfree-floating trYll1gintellectualintellectual trYll1gtrYll1g tototo findfindfind hiSintellcctual hIShIS 
111111 loneliness,AlienatIon,AlienatIon, loneliness,loneliness, alt)ml/edwaywayway Il1 aaa democraticdemocraticdemocratic socialsocialsocial order'order'order' 242424 Alienation, thethethe atomIzedatomIzed 

1I1dividual.1I1dividual.Il1dividual. superfluity,superfluity,superfluity, are thethethe figuresfiguresfigures expressionofof expressionexpression thatthatthat stalkstalkstalk thl.:arcarc or barrenthethe barrenbarren 
or totalitarial1lsm. whiklandscape,landscape,landscape, searedsearedseared bybyby thethethe horrorshorrorshorrors ofof NottotalitarianIsm.totalitarianIsm. NotNot surprisingly,surprisingly,surprisingly, whilewhile 

or In thethethe massmassmassArendtArendtArendt usedusedused thesethesethese imagesimagesimages tototo explall1explall1explall1 thethethe plightplightplight modernofof modernmodern manmanman 111111 

society,society,society, intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals wouldwouldwould employemployemploy thesethesethese samesamesame termstermsterms tototo define theirdelinedeline theirtheir ownownown 
status.status.status. Thus,Thus,Thus, whenwhenwhen intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals interrogatedinterrogatedinterrogated thethethe implicationsimplicationsimplications or massofof massmass 

looking pondenngculture,culture,culture, theytheythey werewerewere alsoalsoalso insideJookll1gJookll1g insideinside themselvesthemselvesthemselves andandand theirponderingpondering theirtheir ownownown 
fatesfatesfates252525 Thus,Thus,Thus, ArendtArendtArendt bequeathedbequeathedbequeathed tototo post-warpost-war all1tellectualsll1tellectuals aa heightenedheightenedheightened fearfearpost-\var Il1tellectuals rear 
or striklllglytheofof thethe seductiveseductiveseductive andandand pervasivepervasivepervasive powerpowerpower ofofof massmassmass culture.culture.culture. SheSheShe detailedstriklIlglystriklIlgly detaileddetailed 
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howhowhow thethethe eliteeliteelite andandand mobmobmob coalescedcoalescedcoalesced ininin totalitariantotalitariantotalitarian movementsmovementsmovements tototo 'destroy'destroy'destroy 
rcspectabili tyd6 sososo lOOAsrespcctability'26respcctability'26 AsAs GreenbergGreenbergGreenberg hadhadhad notednotednoted withwithwith kitsch,kitsch,kitsch, didtootoo diddid ArendtArendtArendt 
considerconsiderconsider thethethe massificationmassificationmassification ofofof societysocietysociety tototo toppletoppletopple thethethe soliditysoliditysolidity ofofof traditiontraditiontradition andandand 
thethethe highhighhigh idealsidealsideals ofofof EuropeanEuropeanEuropean culture.culture.culture. HerHerHer analysisanalysisanalysis ofofof thethethe powerpowerpower ofofof 
propagandapropagandapropaganda ininin thethethe handshandshands ofofof thethethe totalitariantotalitariantotalitarian statestatestate drovedrovedrove home,home,home, asasas diddiddid 

19H4,Orwell'sOrwell'sOrwell's the1984,1984, thethe abilityabilityability ofofof dictatorialdictatorialdictatorial regimesregimesregimes tototo manufacturemanufacturemanufacture truthtruthtruth andandand tototo 
disseminatedisseminatedisseminate ititit tototo thethethe masses,masses,masses, whowhowho werewerewere allallall tootootoo eagereagereager tototo acceptacceptaccept falsehoodfalsehoodfalsehood andandand 
absurdityabsurdityabsurdity sososo longlonglong asasas ititit waswaswas cloakedcloakedcloaked ininin thethethe capecapecape ofofof authorityauthorityauthority andandand fantasy.fantasy.fantasy. 
EvenEvenEven moremoremore frightening,frightening,frightening, perhaps,perhaps,perhaps, ArendtArendtArendt demonstrateddemonstrateddemonstrated thatthatthat avant-gardeavant-gardeavant-garde 

'a)) valuesculture'sculture'sculture's attackattackattack ononon traditional'all'all traditionaltraditional valval anduesues andand propositions'propositions'propositions' hadhadhad servedservedserved thethethe 
forcesforcesforces lfonically, resultresultresult ofofof Brecht'sBrecht'sBrecht'sofofof reaction.reaction.reaction. Thus,Thus,Thus, 'theIronically,Ironically, 'the'the onlyonlyonly politicalpoliticalpolitical 
"revolution""revolution""revolution" waswaswas tototo encourageencourageencourage everyoneeveryoneeveryone tototo discarddiscarddiscard thethethe uncomfortableuncomfortableuncomfortable maskmaskmask 

mob,27ofofof hypocrisyhypocrisyhypocrisy andandand tototo acceptacceptaccept openlyopenlyopenly thethethe standardsstandardsstandards ofofof thethethe mob,nmob,n 
TheTheThe outlinesoutlinesoutlines ofofof thethethe post-warpost-warpost-war intellectuals'intellectuals'intellectuals' critiquecritiquecritique ofofof massmassmass culturecultureculture areareare 

sufficientlysufficientlysufficiently familiarfamiliarfamiliar andandand consistentlyconsistentlyconsistently blurry.blurry.blurry. RaisedRaisedRaised mostmostmost persistentlypersistentlypersistently bybyby 
DwightDwightDwight MacdonaldMacdonaldMacdonald 111111in aaa seriesseriesseries ofofof essaysessaysessays publishedpublishedpublished overoverover aaa ten-yearten-yearten-year period,period,period, 
massmassmass culturecultureculture waswaswas conceivedconceivedconceived ofofof asasas ananan 'infection'infection'infection [that][that][that] cannotcannotcannot bebebe 10calized,.2810calized,.28 
MacdonaldMacdonaldMacdonald comparedcomparedcompared popularpopularpopular culturecultureculture (he(he(he wouldwouldwould laterlaterlater comecomecome tototo preferpreferprefer thethethe 
termtermterm 'mass'mass'mass culture')culture')culture') withwithwith fascism.fascism.fascism. InInIn thethethe competitioncompetitioncompetition forforfor thethethe hearts,hearts,hearts, mindsmindsminds 
andandand tastestastestastes ofofof thethethe mass,mass,mass, kitschkitschkitsch artartart andandand fascismfascismfascism provedprovedproved tootootoo formidableformidableformidable forforfor thethethe 
producersproducersproducers ofofof highhighhigh culture.culture.culture. ButButBut equallyequallyequally disconcerting,disconcerting,disconcerting, popularpopularpopular culturecultureculture refusedrefusedrefused 
tototo allowallowallow highhighhigh culturecultureculture tototo maintainmaintainmaintain itsitsits ownownown spherespheresphere ofofof influenceinfluenceinfluence andandand dominance.dominance.dominance. 
'Good'Good'Good artartart competescompetescompetes withwithwith kitsch,kitsch,kitsch, seriousseriousserious ideasideasideas competecompetecompete withwithwith commercializedcommercializedcommercialized 

10calized'.2S 

I·ormulae'. senousTheI'ormulae',I'ormulae', TheThe producerseriousserious producerproducer ofofof artartart findsfindsfinds hishishis ororor herherher servicesservicesservices suddenlysuddenlysuddenly ininin 
demanddemanddemand bybyby thethethe organsorgansorgans ofofof massmassmass culture.culture.culture. ThisThisThis ledledled tototo whatwhatwhat MacdonaldMacdonaldMacdonald calledcalledcalled 
'phoney-Avant-Gardisl1l' 'is'is'is aaa raisingraisingraising ofofof thethethe levellevellevel ofofof PopularPopularPopularwhich'phoney-Avant-Gardism''phoney-Avant-Gardism' whichwhich notnotnot 
Culture,Culture,Culture, asasas ititit mightmightmight superficiallysuperficiallysuperficially appearappearappear tototo be,be,be, butbutbut ratherratherrather aaa corruptioncorruptioncorruption ofofof 

Culture. ThereThereThere isisis nothingnothingnothing moremoremore vulgar,vulgar,vulgar, ininin fact,HighHighHigh CultCult ure.ure. thanfact.fact. thanthan sophisticatedsophisticatedsophisticated 
Saidkitsch',kitsch',kitsch', Macdonald,SaIdSaId Macdonald,Macdonald, simplysimplysimply repeatingrepeatingrepeating Greenberg'sGreenberg'sGreenberg's earlierearlierearlier formulation.formulation.formulation. 292929 

MacdonaldMacdonaldMacdonald andandand hishishis alliesalliesallies lamentedlamentedlamented that'll'that'll'that'll' theretherethere werewerewere aaa clearlyclearlyclearly defineddefineddefined 
eli/e,culturalculturalcultural theneli/£:,eli/£:, thenthen thethethe massesmassesmasses couldcouldcould havehavehave theirtheirtheir kitschkitschkitsch andandand thethethe eliteeliteelite couldcouldcould havehavehave 

itsitsits HighHighHigh Culture,Culture,Culture, withwithwith everybodyeverybodyeverybody happy'.happy'.happy'. MacdonaldMacdonaldMacdonald failedfailedfailed tototo recognizerecognizerecognize 
huw was-was-was- thethethe tasktasktask ofofof havinghavinghaving clearlyclearlyclearly defineddefineddefined intellectualintellectualintellectual eliteeliteeliteimpossiblehowhow impossibleimpossible aaa 
sincesincesince thethethe lineslineslines betweenbetweenbetween highhighhigh andandand lowlowlow culturecultureculture areareare bybyby naturenaturenature shifting,shifting,shifting, 
const ructed ratherconstructedconstructed ratherrather thanthanthan pre-existent.pre-existent.pre-existent. EspeciallyEspeciallyEspecially troublesometroublesometroublesome tototo MacdonaldMacdonaldMacdonald 
waswaswas thethethe ImperialisticImperialisticIl1lpenalistic naturenaturenature ofofof massmassmass culturecultureculture andandand kitsch,kitsch,kitsch, asasas opposed,opposed,opposed, 
presumably,presumably,presumably, tototo thethethe benignbenignbenign attributesattributesattributes ofofof highhighhigh culture.culture.culture. TheTheThe political,political,political, asasas muchmuchmuch 
asasas thethethe aesthetic,aesthetic,aesthetic, dangersdangersdangers ofofof thisthisthis werewerewere apparentapparentapparent tototo manymanymany post-warpost-warpost-war 
mtellectuals.mtellectuals.mtellectuals. BernardBernardBernard Rosenberg,Rosenberg,Rosenberg, oneoneone ofofof twotwotwo editorseditorseditors ofofof ananan influentialinfluentialinfluential 
volumevolumevolume ononon Atmassmassmass culturecultureculture publishedpublishedpublished ininin 1957,1957,1957, proclaimedproclaimedproclaimed thatthatthat its'At'At itsits worst,worst,worst, 
massmassmass culturecultureculture threatensthreatensthreatens notnotnot merelymerelymerely tototo cretinizecretinizecretinize ourourour taste,taste,taste, butbutbut tototo brutalizebrutalizebrutalize ourourour 
sensessensessenses whilewhilewhile pavingpavingpaving thethethe waywayway tototo totalitarianism'.totalitarianism'.totalitarianism'. MassMassMass culturecultureculture producedproducedproduced likelylikelylikely 
specimensspecimensspecimens forforfor totalitarianismtotalitarianismtotalitarianism bybyby cheapeningcheapeningcheapening life,life,life, bybyby denyingdenyingdenying tototo humanhumanhuman 
beingsbeingsbeings 'any'any'any reallyreallyreally satisfyingsatisfyingsatisfying experience'.experience'.experience'. KitschKitschKitsch arose,arose,arose, RosenbergRosenbergRosenberg stressed,stressed,stressed, ininin 
thethethe traditiontraditiontradition ofofof Greenberg,Greenberg,Greenberg, outoutout ofofof industrializationindustrializationindustrialization andandand increasedincreasedincreased literacy,literacy,literacy, 
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arislOcracy democracy, Littlealongalongalong withwithwith thethethe declinedeclinedecline ofofof thethethe andaristocracyaristocracy andand thethethe riseriserise ofofof democracy.democracy. LiltkLiltk 
avoldlllg thehopehopehope forforfor avoldlI1gavoldlI1g infectionIheIhe infectioninfection ofofof massmassmass culturecultureculture andandand kitschkitschkitsch appearedappearedappeared ononon thethethe 

horizon,horizon,horizon, greatergreatergreater dehumanizationdehumanizationdehumanization ofofof thethethe individual.onlyonlyonly deadeningindividual,individual, deadeningdeadening ofofof 
kitsch..'osympathies,sympathies,sympathies, andandand objectificationobjectificationobjectification ofofof menmenmen intointointo kitschkitsch 3030 

pOlitics.Intellectuals,Intellectuals,Intellectuals, whetherwhetherwhether radicalradicalradical ororor conservativeconservativeconservative ininin theirtheirtheir personalpersonalpersonal politics,politics, 
camecamecame togethertogethertogether ononon fewfewfew issuesissuesissues asasas muchmuchmuch asasas ononon massmassmass culture.culture.culture. RadicalRadicalRadical IrvingIrvingIrving 
Howe,Howe,Howe, borrowingborrowingborrowing imageryimageryimagery fromfromfrom thethethe FrankfurtFrankfurtFrankfurt School.School.School. wentwentwent sososo farfarfar asasas tototo 
announceannounceannounce thatthatthat DonaldDonaldDonald DuckDuckDuck waswaswas 'a'a'a frustratedfrustratedfrustrated littlelittlelittle monstermonstermonster whowhowho hashashas 

III sometlllngsomethingsomethingsomething ofofof thethethe SSSSSS manmanman himII1II1 himhim andandand whomwhomwhom we,we,we, alsoalsoalso havinghavinghaving ofsomethll1gsomethll1g ofof thethethe 
SSSSSS manmanman ininin us,us,us, qUlle charming'..'1 VanVanVannaturallynaturallynaturally findfindfind quitequite Conservativecharming'.·llcharming'.·ll ConservativeConservative ErnestErnestErnest 
DenDenDen HaagHaagHaag emphasizedemphasizedemphasized thethethe 'invasion''invasion''invasion' ofofof popularpopularpopular ononon highhighhigh culture.culture.culture. 
MiddlebrowMiddlebrowMiddlebrow culture,culture,culture, whichwhichwhich attemptedattemptedattempted tototo makemakemake availableavailableavailable tototo thethethe massesmassesmasses 
predigestedpredigestedpredigested versionsversionsversions ofofof greatgreatgreat worksworksworks ofofof artartart andandand literature,literature,literature, waswaswas assuredassuredassured 
popularpopularpopular acclaimacclaimacclaim butbutbut waswaswas doomeddoomeddoomed tototo ultimateultimateultimate aestheticaestheticaesthetic failure.failure.failure. 'Bach'Bach'Bach candiedcandiedcandied 
bybyby Stokowski,Stokowski,Stokowski, BizetBizetBizet coarsenedcoarsenedcoarsened bybyby RodgersRodgersRodgers andandand Hammerstell1 ...HammerstelnHammersteln ...... ShakeShakeShake
spearespearespeare splicedsplicedspliced andandand mademademade intointointo aaa treaclytreaclytreacly musicalmusicalmusical comedy.'comedy.'comedy.' NorNorNor shouldshouldshould apostlesapostlesapostles 
ofofof massmassmass educationeducationeducation taketaketake succoursuccoursuccour ininin thethethe idealidealideal thatthatthat throughthroughthrough thisthisthis typetypetype ofofof 
initiationinitiationinitiation intointointo 'high''high''high' culturecultureculture mightmightmight thethethe 110ckmassesmassesmasses totlocktlock toto encounterencounterencounter thethethe 'real'real'real 

contrary,thing'.thing'.thing'. QuiteQuiteQuite thethethe 'Evencontrary.contrary. 'Even'Even ififif aaa predigestedpredigestedpredigested versionversionversion werewerewere tototo leadleadlead tototo thethethe 
originaloriginaloriginal work,work,work, thethethe publicpublicpublic wouldwouldwould bebebe confrontedconfrontedconfronted withwithwith ideasideasideas andandand tropestropestropes whichwhichwhich ininin 
theirtheirtheir adulteratedadulteratedadulterated formformform havehavehave becomebecomebecome counterfeit.'counterfeit.'counterfeit.' InInIn thethethe end,end,end, allallall highhighhigh culture,culture,culture, 

cliches',12underunderunder thethethe weightweightweight ofofof massmassmass production,production,production, isisis reducedreducedreduced tototo 'familiar'familiar'familiar Butcliches'32cliches'32 ButBut 
'familiar'familiar'familiar cliches',cliches',cliches', moremoremore thanthanthan aaa willingnesswillingnesswillingness tototo discriminatediscriminatediscriminate andandand evaluateevaluateevaluate thethethe 
massmassmass culturecultureculture ofofof thethethe 1950s,1950s,I950s, becamebecamebecame thethethe notenotenote thatthatthat post-warpost-warpost-war intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals 

often, Insoundedsoundedsounded allallall tootootoo often.often. playinglnln playingplaying thisthisthis songsongsong overoverover andandand overoverover again,again,again, intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals 
werewerewere demarcatingdemarcatingdemarcating theirtheirtheir territoryterritoryterritory andandand attemptingattemptingattempting tototo establishestablishestablish theirtheirtheir ownownown 
credentialscredentialscredentials asasas thethethe guardiansguardiansguardians ofofof whatwhatwhat mightmightmight bebebe valuablevaluablevaluable ininin culture, 'Noculture.culture. 'No'No 

spirituaLintellectualintellectualintellectual life',life',life', wrotewrotewrote Niebuhr,Niebuhr,Niebuhr, 'can'can'can bebebe atatat easeeaseease withwithwith thethethe massivemassivemassive spiritual.spiritual. 
moral,moral,moral, andandand culturalculturalcultural crudities,crudities,crudities, whichwhichwhich seekseekseek tototo makemakemake themselvesthemselvesthemselves normativenormativenormative ininin aaa 
civilization', Thecivilization'.civilization'. TheThe intellectual.intellectual.intellectual. warnedwarnedwarned Niebuhr,Niebuhr,Niebuhr, mustmustmust notnotnot allowallowallow suchsuchsuch 

sentlIl1entalized cven'crudities''crudities''crudities' andandand 'the'the'the syntheticsyntheticsynthetic andandand artsentImentalizedsentImentalized artart ofofof HollywoodHollywoodHollywood ororor eveneven 
teleVision normallvc. 11thethethe lowerlowerlower depths'depths'depths' ofofof toteleVIsionteleVIsion toto becomebecomebecome normatlve.normatlve. l1l1 

III ahJcctToToTo bebebe sure,sure,sure, notnotnot allallall intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals AmericaIl1Il1 AmericaAmerica facedfacedfaced massmassmass culturecultureculture WithWithWith ahJectahJect 
trembling, clearly Indicated,fearfearfear andandand Whiletrembling.trembling. WhileWhile massmassmass culturecultureculture had,had,had, asasas ArendtArendtArendt clcarlyclcarly Il1diciitecl,Il1diciitecl, 

aidedaidedaided totalitarianism,totalitarianism,totalitarianism, AmericanAmericanAmerican socialsocialsocial scientistsscientistsscientists emphasizedemphasizedemphasized thatthatthat suchsuchsuch ititit 

statestatestate wouldwouldwould notnotnot happenhappenhappen hereherehere becausebecausebecause ofofof thethethe pluralistic,pluralistic,pluralistic, group-centredgroup-centredgroup-centred naturenaturenature 
life, BellBellBell questionedquestionedquestioned thethethe valucofofof AmericanAmericanAmerican Daniellife.life. DanielDaniel eveneveneven heuristicheuristicheuristic ofvaluevalue ofof thethethe 

notionnotionnotion ofofof massmassmass societysocietysociety asasas slippery, ldeal thc'very'very'very slippery.slippery. types,JdealJdeal types,types, likelikelike shadowsthethe shadowsshadows ininin 
silhouette', thaIPlato'sPlato'sPlato's cave,cave,cave, generallygenerallygenerally nevernevernever gIvegIvegIve ususus moremoremore thanthanthan aaa Bellsilhouette'.silhouette'. BellBell foundfoundfound thatthat 

Arendt'sArendt'sArendt's descriptiondescriptiondescription ofofof thethethe modernmodernmodern ageageage ofofof thethethe massesmassesmasses failedfailedfailed tototo accountaccountaccount forforfor 
relallons of realworld,.'4'the'the'the complex,complex,complex, rightlyrightlyrightly striatedstriatedstriated socialsocialsocial relationsrelations theoror thethe realreal world'.world'. For,4,4 ForFor Bell,Bell,Bell, asasas 

ofmuchmuchmuch asasas forforfor sociologistssociologistssociologists DavidDavidDavid RiesmanRiesmanRiesman andandand EdwardEdwardEdward Shils,Shils,Shils, thethethe structuresstructuresstructures oror 
AmericanAmericanAmerican societysocietysociety --- neighbourhood.family,family,family, church,church,church, tradeneighbourhood,neighbourhood, tradetrade unionsunionsunions servedservedserved asasas 
butTers againstbunersbuners againstagainst massification.massification.massification. RiesmanRiesmanRiesman proclaimedproclaimedproclaimed thatthatthat 'I'I'I seeseesee nonono eVidenceeVidenceeVidence ororor 
thethethe allegedallegedalleged increasingincreasingincreasing powerpowerpower ofofof thethethe massmassmass mediamediamedia .. ,producersproducersproducers American...... AmericanAmerican 
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culturecultureculture constantlyconstantlyconstantly outdistancesoutdistancesoutdistances itsitsits interpreters,])interpreters,])interpreters,]5 Moreover,Moreover,Moreover, RiesmanRiesmanRiesman 
stressed,stressed,stressed, massmassmass culturalculturalcultural productionsproductionsproductions whilewhilewhile powerful,powerful,powerful, werewerewere notnotnot passIvelypassivelypassively 
encounteredencounteredencountered bybyby theIrtheIrtheIr audiences.II1tendedII1tended audiences.audiences. AllAllAll worksworksworks ofofof popularpopularpopular noculture.culture. nonoIntended culture, 
lesslessless thanthanthan highhighhigh art,art,art, werewerewere byremterpretedremterpreted byby thethethe Inmdividual.mdividual. InIn hishishis 'Listening'Listening'Listening tototo 
popularpopularpopular music'music'music' (J 947),(](] 947),947), RiesmanRiesmanRiesman demonstrateddemonstrateddemonstrated thatthatthat thethethe presumedpresumedpresumed 'mass''mass''mass' ofofof 
teenagersteenagersteenagers listeninglisteninglistening tototo popularpopularpopular musicmusicmusic werewerewere dIvideddIvideddIvided ininin allegiancesallegiancesallegiances andandand tastes.tastes.tastes. 

rcmterpreted Individual. 

ThIsThIs in'trall1ing''trall1ing' inin choosingchoosingchoosing whatwhatwhat typetypetype ofofof musicmusicmusic theytheythey liked,liked,liked, arguedarguedargued Riesman,Riesman,Riesman,ThIS 'traIning' 
and,allowedallowedallowed teenagersteenagersteenagers tototo expressexpressexpress 'consumer'consumer'consumer preferences'preferences'preferences' inand.and. inin unsophisticatedunsophisticatedunsophisticated 

form,form,form, tototo bothbothboth 'talk'talk'talk aboutaboutabout music'music'music' andandand 'to'to'to talktalktalk aboutaboutabout otherotherother Thusthll1gs'.thll1gs'. ThusThus thethethe 
concludIng LonelyLonelyLonely Crowd,Crowd,Crowd, autonomyautonomyautonomy throughthroughthrough thethethe abilityabilityability tototo 

things'. 
themeconcludingconcluding themetheme ofofof TheTheThe 

makemakemake consciousconsciousconscious choices,choices,choices, waswaswas notnotnot underminedunderminedundermined sososo muchmuchmuch bybyby massmassmass culturecultureculture asasas 
mademademade possiblepossiblepossible bybyby it.it.it. ,(,,(,,6 

However,However,However, BellBellBell andandand RiesmanRiesmanRiesman diddiddid worryworryworry aboutaboutabout thethethe negativenegativenegative effectseffectseffects ofofof 
middlebrowmiddlebrowmiddlebrow andandand massmassmass culturecultureculture ononon culture.highhighhigh Althoughculture,culture, AlthoughAlthough callingcallingcalling forforfor moremoremore 
studystudystudy ofofof massmassmass culture'sculture'sculture's limitinglimitinglimiting stereotypes,stereotypes,stereotypes, RiesmanRiesmanRiesman admittedadmittedadmitted 'that'that'that theretherethere isisis 
aaa lotlotlot tototo bebebe saidsaidsaid forforfor thethethe positionpositionposition heldheldheld bybyby thethethe criticcriticcritic ClementClementClement GreenbergGreenbergGreenberg andandand 

othersIllanyIllany othersothers thatthatthat thethethe socialsocialsocial mobilitymobilitymobility ofofof thethethe middlebrowmiddlebrowmiddlebrow ......... hashashas damageddamageddamaged andandand 
derangedderangedderanged highhighhigh cultcultculture'ure'ure' 1717,7 AndAndAnd historianhistorianhistorian HowardHowardHoward BrickBrickBrick notesnotesnotes thatthatthat DanielDanielDaniel 

1940s, overoverover thethethe totalitariantotalitariantotalitarian propensitiespropensitiespropensities ofofof 

many 

Bell,Bell,Bell, especiallyespeciallyespecially ininin thethethe II 'worried940s,940s, 'worried'worried 
frustratedfrustratedfrustrated masses'masses'masses' andandand massmassmass culture.culture.culture. OursOursOurs isisis 'a'a'a time',time',time', BellBellBell wrote,wrote,wrote, 'when'when'when ourourour 

drallledemotionsemotionsemotions arcarcarc fromdrameddramed fromfrom ususus bybyby thethethe repetitivenessrepetitivenessrepetitiveness ofofof horrorhorrorhorror andandand theirtheirtheir placeplaceplace 
ISISIS pumpedpumpedpumped ininin thethethe euphOriCeuphOriCeuphOrIC sentimentalismsentimentalismsentimentalism ofofof thethethe standardizedstandardizedstandardized entertainentertainentertain
ments'.'X AlthoughAlthoughAlthough artartart criticcriticcritic HaroldHaroldHarold RosenbergRosenbergRosenberg foundfoundfound DwightDwightDwight Macdonald'sMacdonald'sMacdonald'sments'.ments'. JHJH 

assaultassaultassault ononon massmassmass culturecultureculture tototo bebebe aaa bitbitbit tootootoo earnestearnestearnest andandand hysterical,hysterical,hysterical, aaa casecasecase ofofof 'the'the'the 
ofIntellectualizationIntellectualization ofof kitsch',kitsch',kitsch', hehehe refusedrefusedrefused tototo becomebecomebecome aaa cheerleadercheerleadercheerleader forforfor kitsch.kitsch.kitsch.IIltellect ualization 

'There is"rherc"rherc isis onlyonlyonly oneoneone waywayway tototo quarantinequarantinequarantine kitsch',kitsch',kitsch', wrotewrotewrote Rosenberg,Rosenberg,Rosenberg, andandand thatthatthat isisis 
'by'by'by toobcmgbcmg tootoo busybusybusy withwithwith Whileart',''.!art',''.! WhileWhile conservativeconservativeconservative sociologistsociologistsociologist EdwardEdwardEdward ShilsShilsShilsbCll1g art'.''.! 

intellectuals'pooh-poohedpooh-poohedpooh-poohed hishishis CellowCellowCellow denigrationintellcctuals'intellcctuals' denigrationdenigration ofofof kitsch,kitsch,kitsch, hehehe admittedadmittedadmitted thatthatthat 
'it'it'it would,would,would, ofofof course,course,course, bebebe frivolousfrivolousfrivolous tototo denydenydeny thethethe aesthetic,aesthetic,aesthetic, moral,moral,moral, andandand 
intellectualintellectualintellectual unsatisfactorinessunsatisfactorinessunsatisfactoriness ofofof IlluchIlluch popular01'01' popularpopular culturecultureculture ororor tototo claimclaimclaim thatthatthat itititmuch or 

thes!lowss!lows thethe humanhumanhuman raceracerace ininin itsitsits bestbestbest light'40light'40 
Pcrhaps thePerhapsPerhaps thethe mostmostmost importantimportantimportant subtextsubtextsubtext forforfor discussionsdiscussionsdiscussions ofofof massmassmass culturecultureculture ininin 

!lJ40s 1950s1950s1950s revolvedrevolvedrevolved aroundaroundaround thethethe implicationsimplicationsimplications ofofof massmassmass culturecultureculture forforfor 

shows light'4o 

thethethe and1040510405 andand 
slatstatusstatusus andandand function ofofof thethethe intellectuaLintellectuaL 1n thisInIn thisthis dialogue,dialogue,dialogue,thethethe I'unctionI'unction inteJlectual post-warpost-warpost-war 

ll1tellectuals werewerewere engagingengagingengaging ininin onc ofofof thethethe properproperproper enterprisesenterprisesenterprises ofofofAmericanAmericanAmerican mtelleclualsmtellecluals oneone 
examlI1ation d'Ctre.thethethe intellectuaLintellectuaLintellectuaL thethethe ofexam1l1ationexam1l1ation ofof hishishis ororor herherher ownownown raisonraisonraison Discussiond'efre.d'efre. DiscussionDiscussion 

beganbeganbegan wellwellwell thebcforebcfore thethe endendend ofofof thethethe SecondSecondSecond WorldWorldWorld WarWarWar andandand continuedcontinuedcontinued intointointo thethethe 
1950s,1950s,19S()s, asasas AmericanAmericanAmerican thinkersthinkersthinkers frettedfrettedfretted aboutaboutabout what,what,what, C.C.C. WrightWrightWright MillsMillsMills asked,asked,asked, 
shouldshouldshould Intellectuals,Intellectuals, 

before 

bebebe 'The'The'The socialsocialsocial rolerolerole ofofof thethethe intellectual'?intellectual"?intellectual"? Intellectuals. ininin Mills'sMills'sMills's 
analysis, wereanalysis.analysis. werewere threatenedthreatenedthreatened bybyby bureaucraticbureaucraticbureaucratic co-optationco-optationco-optation andandand tragictragictragic inwardinwardinward
ness. BureaucraticBureaucraticBureaucratic societysocietysociety increasinglyincreasinglyincreasingly 'dwarfed''dwarfed''dwarfed' thethethe individualindividualindividual andandand drewdrewdrewncss,ncss,
thethethe thinkerthinkerthinker intointointo itsitsits powerfulpowerfulpowerful grip,grip,grip, thusthusthus limitinglimitinglimiting expressionexpressionexpression andandand
II1dependence. Yet1I1dependence.1I1dependence. YetYet thethethe responseresponseresponse ofofof somesomesome intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals tototo thisthisthis encroachmentencroachmentencroachment
ononon thethethe idealidealideal theai'ai' thethe asintellectualintellectual asas criticcriticcritic ororor outsider,outsider,outsider, hadhadhad alsoalsoalso beenbeenbeen mistaken,mistaken,mistaken,01" inteJlcctual 

inresult1l1gresult1l1g inin ananan impotentimpotentimpotent idealizationidealizationidealization ofofof aaa politicspoliticspolitics ofofof distance.distance.distance. EmphasisEmphasisEmphasis onononresulllng 
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tragic overoveroverthethethe viewtragIctragIc viewview ofofof lifelifelife sanctionedsanctionedsanctioned personalpersonalpersonal escapeescapeescape andandand estrangementestrangementestrangement 
SOCIal alienation, MillsMillsMills wouldprophesied.prophesied. wouldwould onlyonlyonlycommitment.socialsocial commitment.commitment. TheTheThe cultcultcult ofofof alienation.alienation. prophesied, 

truths',growgrowgrow stronger:stronger:stronger: whilewhilewhile valuablevaluablevaluable 'in'in'in thethethe pursullpursullpursull ofofof alienationtruths'.truths'. alienationalienation mustmustmust notnotnot 
becomebecomebecome 'a'a'a politicalpoliticalpolitical fetish'.41 ButButBut ififif MillsMillsMills waswaswas strongstrongstrong ononon thethethe problemsproblemsproblemsfetish·.-11fetish·.-11 

th(' dawn th('confrontingconfrontingconfronting thethethe intellectualintellectualintellectual 111111111 thethe ofdR\vndR\vn ofof post-warthethe post-warpost-war world,world,world, hishishis essayessayessay
waswaswas lesslessless forthcomingforthcomingforthcoming aboutaboutabout whatwhatwhat thethethe specificspecificspecific rolerolerole ofofof thethethe intellectualintellectualintellectual shouldshouldshould
be, ororor atatat leastleastleast howhowhow thethethe 1I1tellectual achievemIghtmIght achieveachieve thethethe IdealIdealIdeal ofofof criticalcriticalcriticalbe.be. ll1tellectualll1tellectual might 
independenceindependenceindependence withoutwithoutwithout sacnficingsacnficingsacnficing aaa radicalradicalradical politicspoliticspolitics ofofof commitment.commitment.commitment. Despitl'Despitl'Despitl'
allallall thethethe printprintprint thatthatthat waswaswas spilledspilledspilled ononon thisthisthis IssueIssueIssue ininin thethethe latelatelate 1940sII and940s940s andand 1950s.1950s.1950s, 11\)nnnn
oneoneone reallyreallyreally resolvedresolvedresolved thethethe issue.issue.issue.

AfterAfterAfter thethethe war.war.war. MillsMillsMills andandand aaa hosthosthost ofofof otherotherother AmericanAmericanAmerican intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals constantlyconstantlyconstantly 
returnedreturnedreturned tototo examineexamineexamine thethethe socialsocialsocial rolerolerole andandand futurefuturefuture ofofof thethethe intellectualintellectualintellectual IrvingIrvingIrving 

ll1tluential 'TIllSHowe'sHowe'sHowe's highlyhighlyhighly essay,lI1tluentiallI1tluential essay,essay, age'Thls'Thls ageage ofofof conformity'conformity'conformity' (1954),(1954),(1954), conSideredconSideredconSidered 
thethethe 'whole'whole'whole positionpositionposition andandand statusstatusstatus ofofof intellectuals',intellectuals',intellectuals', findingfindingfinding them, 111then.,then., 111111 ofthethethe facefaceface anfnf aa 

ll1tellcctlwlmassmassmass society,society,society, sadlysadlysadly 'responsible'responsible'responsible andandand moderate.moderate.moderate. AndAndAnd tame'.tame'.tame'. AnAnAn Il1tellectualIl1tellectual 
avant-garde,edgeedgeedge traditionallytraditionallytraditionally hadhadhad beenbeenbeen providedprovidedprovided bybyby BohemiaBohemiaBohemia andandand thethethe avant-garde.avant-garde. 

"at extinct ,42 later, 1956,1956,1956,whichwhichwhich least'at'at leastleast ininin America,America,America, isisis becomingbecomingbecoming Twoextinct'42extinct'42 TwoTwo yearsyearsyears inlater.later. inin 
Il1tellectualhistorianhistorianhistorian H.H.H. StuartStuartStuart HughesHughesHughes wonderedwonderedwondered 'Is'Is'Is thethethe obsolete')'ll1tellectualll1tellectual obsolete')'obsolete')' ForForFor 

Hughes,Hughes,Hughes, thethethe pullpullpull ofofof academicacademicacademic conservatismconservatismconservatism andandand thethethe continuationcontinuationcontinuation ofofof antiantianti
undenlllne of theintellectualismintellectualismintellectualism ininin AmericaAmericaAmerica conspiredconspiredconspired tototo theundermlI1eundermlI1e thethe IdealIdealIdeal functionfunctionfunction nfnf tlKtlK 

intellectualintellectualintellectual asasas aaa 'freely'freely'freely speculatll1gspeculatlI1gspeculatlI1g minei'.minei'.miner. WhileWhileWhile HughesHughesHughes concludedconcludedconcluded thatthatthat 
ll1tellectualsll1tellectualsll1tellectuals werewerewere notnotnot obsoleteobsoleteobsolete justjustjust yet.yet.yet. theytheythey facedfacedfaced atatat bestbestbest "a dubiOUS'a'a dubiOUSdubiOUS future',future',future', 

rolemarkedmarkedmarked bybyby aaa criticalcriticalcritical publicpublicpublic andandand 'subtle'subtle'subtle pressures'pressures'pressures' tototo conformconformconform 'to'to'to thethethe ofrnlernle ofof aaa 
technician,.43 fascll1ation learmentalmentalmental technician'technician' At.43.43 AtAt thethethe heartheartheart ofofof thethethe intenseintenseintense fascmatfascmat andionion andand lealea ofI'I' ofof massmassmass 

culturecultureculture ononon thethethe partpartpart ofofof intellectuals,intellectuals,intellectuals, literaryliteraryliterary criticcriticcritic LeslieLeslieLeslie FiedlerFiedlerFiedler noted,noted,noted, waswaswas 
thatthatthat 'fear'fear'fear ofofof thethethe vulgarvulgarvulgar isisis thethethe obverseobverseobverse ofofof thethethe fearfearfear ofofof excellence,excellence,excellence, andandand bothbothboth arcarcarc 

difTerence'44 fear ownownownaspectsaspectsaspects ofofof thethethe fearfearfear ofofof Thisdifference,44difference,44 ThisThis rellected!'ear!'ear rellectedrellected intellectuals'intellectuals'intellectuals' 
uncertaintyuncertaintyuncertainty aboutaboutabout theirtheirtheir placeplaceplace ininin ananan AmericanAmericanAmerican societysocietysociety thatthatthat appearedappearedappeared tototo bebebe 

Inincreasinglyincreasinglyincreasingly givengivengiven tototo massmassmass educationeducationeducation andandand popularpopularpopular entertainments.entertainments.entertainments. manyfnfn manymany 
ways,ways,ways, IrvingIrvingIrving HoweHoweHowe capturedcapturedcaptured thesethesethese concernsconcernsconcerns ininin <lndhishishis criticismcriticismcriticism ofofof kitschkitschkitsch andand 
conformityconformityconformity whilewhilewhile alsoalsoalso critical perspectlVl' 01'perspectiveperspective 01'01' pllSI-warpllSI-warindicatingindicatingindicating howhowhow thethethe critICalcritICal P()st-war 

becamebecamebecame ossified andossitiedossitied andand problematic, thereby undermll1ing Ihelrintellectualsintellectualsintellectuals problematic.problematic. therehytherehy undermmingundermming theirtheir 
shifts III thclrabilityabilityability tototo bebebe attunedattunedattuned tototo shIftsshIfts AmericanInIn AmericanAmerican culturecultureculture andandand mademademade culturaltheirtheir culturalcultural 

denationary 11l1d-1960s,capitalcapitalcapital bydetlationarydetlationary byby thethethe mld-1960s.mld-1960s. 
isisis ananan ll1trigulllg figurefigurefigure ininin thesethesethese debatesdebatesdebates aboutaboutabout thethethe statusstatusstatus of'HoweHoweHowe IntrigUIngIntrigUIng "I'"I' 

intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals andandand thethethe questionquestionquestion of massoror massmass culture, 111culture.culture. 111111 bec<luse <Itpart,part,part, hehecausehecause hehe was,was,was, alal 
leastleastleast 111 retrospect,InIn retrospect,retrospect, hishishis ownownown besthesthest critiC.critiC.critIC. WritingWritingWriting InInIn IlJ70 prcvalentabout197(J197(J aboutabout thethethe prevalentprevalent 
post-warpost-warpost-war critiquecritiquecritique ofofof massmassmass culturc, Howeculture.culture. HoweHowe notednotednoted thatthatthat ititit "was tightly·was·was tightlytightly drawn,drawn,drawn, 
almostalmostalmost ananan intellectualintellectualintellectual andandand cuI-de-sac' Moreover,Moreover,Moreover, HoweHoweHowc recogrecogrecoganalyticalanalyticalanalytical cui-de-sac'cui-de-sac' 

II1tellectua]snized,nized,nized, thatthatthat forforfor manymanymany theIntellectualsIntellectuals thethe critiquecritiquecritique ofofof massmassmass culturecultureculture hadhadhad replacedreplacedreplaced 
forananan earlierearlierearlier critiquecritiquecritique ofofof capitalism,capitalism,capitalism, onlyonlyonly thisthisthis timetimetime thethethe massesmassesmasses werewerewere blamedblamedblamed rnrrnr 

AmerIca: "If tototothethethe failurefailurefailure ofofof SOCialismSOCialismSOCialism ininin Amenca:Amenca: you·11'·11' youyou couldn'tcouldn'tcouldn't stirstirstir thethethe ProletariatProletariatProletariat 
comforl,45action,action,action, youyouyou couldcouldcould denouncedenouncedenounce MadisonMadisonMadison AvenueAvenueAvenue InInIn comfort·comfort· 4545 

Post-warPost-warPost-war intellectuaintellectuals.intellectuals.Is, th rough thethethe ofcritiquecritique ofof massmassmass culture,culture,culture, asasas Howethroughthrough cri tiq ue ['lowe['lowe 
werewerewere tototo define 111 theIIIIII thethe facefaceface ofofof greatergreatergreaterunderstood,understood,understood, attemptingattemptingattempting themselvesdefInedefIne themselvesthemselves 
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securitysecuritysecurity andandand acceptanceacceptanceacceptance ininin Amenca.Amenca.Amenca. AsAsAs notednotednoted earlIer,earlIer,earlIer, HoweHoweHowe believedbelievedbelieved thatthatthat bybyby 
thethethe mid-1950smid-1950smid-1950s intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals hadhadhad becomebecomebecome tootootoo tametametame mmm cntlclsm,theIrtheIrtheIr toocnticIsm,cnticIsm, tootoo 
connectedconnectedconnected tototo mstitutlons ofmstitutJonsmstitutJons ofof powerpowerpower ororor conservatism.conservatism.conservatism. AcademeAcademeAcademe forcedforcedforced 
mtellectualsmtellectualsmtellectuals 'not'not'not onlyonlyonly tototo loseloselose theirtheirtheir traditionaltraditionaltraditional rebelliousnessrebelliousnessrebelliousness butbutbut tototo oneoneone 

ceaseceasecease 10 crItIqueextentextentextent ororor anotheranotheranother theytheythey functiontoto functionfunction asasas intellecruals'.46intellecruals'.46intellecruals'.46 TheTheThe ofcntlquecntlque ofof 
massmassmass culturecultureculture helpedhelpedhelped tototo definedefinedefine thethethe programmeprogrammeprogramme ofofof mtellectuals,mtellectuals,mtellectuals, allowedallowedallowed themthemthem 

politIcally stlgmauzmg leftists.tototo remamremamremam 'outsiders''outsiders''outsiders' wIthoutwIthoutwIthout politlcallypolitlcally themstigmatIZmgstigmatIZmg themthem asasas leftIsts.leftIsts. 
anti-StalinIstHowe,Howe,Howe, aaa professedprofessedprofessed radIcal,antl-Stalimstantl-Stalimst radIcal,radIcal, believedbelievedbelieved thatthatthat mtellectualsmtellectualsmtellectuals neededneededneeded 

tototo bebebe alienatedalienatedalienated fromfromfrom massmassmass culture.culture.culture. ThIsThIsThIs diddiddid notnotnot negatenegatenegate theirtheirtheir abilityabilityability tototo accept,accept,accept, 
m general,general,general, AmencanAmencanAmencan SOCIety, certamlysocIety,socIety, certamlycertamly compansonInIn compansoncompanson WIthWIthWIth otherotherother avaIlableavaIlableavaIlable111111 m 

mtellectual cntlcizmg society.systems;systems;systems; butbutbut ItItIt dIddIddId notnotnot excuseexcuseexcuse thethethe fromIntellectualIntellectual fromfrom thecntIcizmgcntIcizmg thethe ForsocIety.socIety. ForFor 
was,was,was, definItIOn, SOCIety,Howe,Howe,Howe, thethethe intellectualintellectualintellectual bybyby alienateddefimtIon,defimtIon, alienatedalienated fromfromfrom anyanyany notsocIety,socIety, notnot 

traditIOnfromfromfrom oneself.oneself.oneself. ThiSThiSThiS constitutedconstitutedconstituted thethethe honourablehonourablehonourable oftraditiontradition ofof thethethe intellectual.intellectual.intellectual. 
Allenatlon, ItItIt promised offsetoffsetoffset thethethe dangerouslydangerouslydangerously seductiveseductiveseductive andandandseemed,AllenatJon,AllenatJon, seemed,seemed, topromIsedpromIsed toto 

l11J(idJebrowcorruptmgcorruptmgcorruptmg powerpowerpower ofofof andmiddlebrowmiddlebrow andand massmassmass culturecultureculture ononon thethethe mtellectualmtellectualmtellectual andandand tototo 
bluntbluntblunt thethethe barbsbarbsbarbs ofofof McCarthyiteMcCarthyiteMcCarthyite anti-intellectualIsm.anti-intellectualIsm.antI-intellectualIsm. SuchSuchSuch ananan attitudeattitudeattitude ofofof 
alienatlon, tiedtiedtied tototo thethethe idealsidealsideals ofofof complexitycomplexitycomplexity andandand nuancenuancenuance andandand tototo thethethewhenalienatJon,alienatJon, whenwhen 
socialsocialsocial andandand politicalpoliticalpolitical readingreadingreading ofofof literature,literature,literature, promisedpromisedpromised HoweHoweHowe thethethe toolstoolstools withwithwith 
whIchwhIchwhIch tototo resistresistresist conformlty47conformlty47conformlty47 

WhenWhenWhen HoweHoweHowe surveyedsurveyedsurveyed thethethe academiCacademiCacademiC mindmindmind mmm thethethe 1950s,1950s,1950s, hehehe foundfoundfound tootootoo muchmuchmuch 
highbrowhighbrowhighbrow conformIty.conformIty.conformIty. ConformnyConformnyConformny mmm concernsconcernsconcerns andandand methodsmethodsmethods had,had,had, ininin thethethe 

Cnucs,handshandshands ofofof thethethe NewNewNew resultedCntlcs,Cntlcs, resultedresulted mmm ananan orthodoxyorthodoxyorthodoxy nvennvennven withwithwith 'ideological'ideological'ideological 
hermetlca]]ymotifs'motifs'motifs' thatthatthat servedservedserved tototo separatehermeticallyhermetically separateseparate literatureliteratureliterature fromfromfrom society.48society.48society.48 TheTheThe fewfewfew 

scholarsscholarsscholars whowhowho hadhadhad escapedescapedescaped thethethe orthodoxyorthodoxyorthodoxy ofofof thethethe NewNewNew CriticsCriticsCritics andandand thethethe 
antlquananlsmantlquananlsmantlquananlsm ofofof academICacademICacademIC cnticlsm, tumbledcnticIsm,cnticIsm, tumbledtumbled intointointo anotheranotheranother modemodemode ofofof 
conformIty, anconfonntty,confonntty, anan emphaSISemphaSISemphaSIS ononon Ongll1alOngll1alOngll1al SinSinSin thatthatthat promised,promised,promised, forforfor literaryliteraryliterary men,men,men, thethethe 
chancechancechance tototo 'relIsh'relIsh'relIsh disenchantment'disenchantment'disenchantment' andandand tototo revelrevelrevel ininin aaa 'sense'sense'sense ofofof profundityprofundityprofundity andandand 
depth'depth'depth' DIvorcedDIvorcedDIvorced fromfromfrom SOCIety,SOCIety,SOCIety, enchantedenchantedenchanted withwithwith hishishis ororor herherher ownownown disenchantdisenchantdisenchant
ment,ment,ment, thethethe scholarscholarscholar hadhadhad movedmovedmoved tootootoo comfortablycomfortablycomfortably intointointo aaa stancestancestance ofofof estrangementestrangementestrangement 

politIcal m1potence. AltenatlOnandandand politlcalpolitlcal 49Impotence.Impotence. 4949 hadAlIenatIOnAlIenatIOn hadhad comecomecome tototo thethethe intellectuals,intellectuals,intellectuals, butbutbut notnotnot 
WIth bnethewithwith thethe thatbitebite thatthat HoweHoweHowe hadhadhad imaginedimaginedimagined ororor desired.desired.desired. 

I-lowe desperatelyI-IowcI-Iowc desperatelydesperately dreameddreameddreamed ofofof aaa newnewnew avant-garde,avant-garde,avant-garde, workingworkingworking 'in'in'in behalfbehalfbehalf ofofof 
cntIcalc[ltlcalc[ltlcal l11translgence'.l11translgence'.mtranslgence'. WhdeWhdeWhde HoweHoweHowe mightmightmight attemptattemptattempt tototo realizerealizerealize thisthisthis ideal,ideal,ideal, 
WithoutWithoutWithout havmghavmghavmg tototo havehavehave anyanyany trucktrucktruck WithWithWith middlebrowmiddlebrowmiddlebrow ororor popularpopularpopular culture,culture,culture, hishishis 
ownownown IdealIdealIdeal ofofof ananan avant-gardeavant-gardeavant-garde waswaswas problematic.problematic.problematic. InInIn essence,essence,essence, hishishis committedcommittedcommitted 

critiCIsm, anchoredanchoredanchored m hIShIShIS readingreadingreading ofofof literatureliteratureliterature andandand thethethebrandbrandbrand ofofof critICism,critICism, socialIl1Il1 socialsocial 
admittedly dccayll1gadmIttedlyadmIttedly dccayll1gdccayll1g idealsidealsideals ofofof modernism,modernism,modernism, waswaswas aaa modemodemode ofofof exercisingexercisingexercising 
mtellcct ual authority,mtellcctualmtellcctual authority,authority, ofofof creatmgcreatmgcreatmg canonscanonscanons ofofof interpretation,interpretation,interpretation, 'perspectives'perspectives'perspectives ofofof 
observation'.observation'.observation'. 505050 

InInIn aaa famousfamousfamous essayessayessay dlscussmgdlscussmgdlscussmg African-AmericanAfrican-AmericanAfrican-American writerswriterswriters --- RichardRichardRichard Wright,Wright,Wright, 
JamesJamesJames Baldwm andBaldwll1Baldwll1 andand RalphRalphRalph EllisonEllisonEllison --- HoweHoweHowe attemptedattemptedattempted tototo forceforceforce hishishis politicalpoliticalpolitical 
andandand aesthetIc valuesaestheticaesthetic valuesvalues ononon Ellison.Ellison.Ellison. TheTheThe naturalisticnaturalisticnaturalistic powerpowerpower ofofof Wright,Wright,Wright, HoweHoweHowe 
opmed, m abilitywasopmcd,opmcd, waswas hIS111111 hIShIS toabIlityabIlity toto makemakemake 'his'his'his readersreadersreaders confrontconfrontconfront thethethe diseasediseasedisease ofofof ourourour 

--- raCIsm. 51raclsm.raclsm. 5151 Thlsculture'culture'culture' wasThISThIS waswas notnotnot centralcentralcentral tototo Ellison'sEllison'sEllison's work.work.work. CertainlyCertainlyCertainly HoweHoweHowe 
appreCiated imaginatlveEllIson'sappreciatedappreciated EllIson'sEllIson's skillsimaginatIveimaginatIve skillsskills ininin InvisihleInvisihleInvisihle ManManMan (1952).(1952).(1952). EllisonEllisonEllison 'is'is'is 
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rIchly, wIldly mventlve: rIse tension,nchly,nchly, wildlywildly hisinventive:inventive: hishis scenesscenesscenes andnsense andand dipdipdip withwithwith histenSion,tenSion, hishis peoplepeoplepeople bleed,bleed,bleed, 
hIS smgs. NoNoNo otherotherother haswnterwnter hashas capturedcapturedcaptured sososo muchmuchmuch ofofof thethethe hiddenhiddenhiddenlanguagehishis languagelanguage sings.sings. \>'Tlter 
gloomgloomgloom andandand surfacesurfacesurface gaIetygaIetygaIety ofofof NegroNegroNegro life.'life.'life.' But,But,But, EllIson fallsEllisonEllison fallsfalls ononon politicalpoliticalpolitical 
grounds: ImplausIble assertionhegrounds;grounds; hehe ISISIS guIltyguIltyguIlty ofofof aaa 'sudden,'sudden,'sudden, unpreparedunpreparedunprepared andandand ImplausibleImplausible ofassert!onassert!on ofof 

freedom'freedom'freedom' 525252 GivenGivenGiven thethethe socialsocialsocial I:eality ofofof blacksblacksblacks ininin racistunconditionedunconditionedunconditioned realityreality n'lClstn'lClst 
Amenca, HoweAmerIca,AmerIca, HoweHowe foundfoundfound thIS aaa dangerous illUSion, aaa complacentcomplacentcomplacent concept.concept.concept.thiSthiS dangerollsdangerolls illUSIOn,illUSIOn, 

proclallned HoweFreedomFreedomFreedom mustmustmust bebebe foughtfoughtfought for,for,for, ititit cannotcannotcannot bebebe inproclaunedproclauned inin aaa novel.novel.novel. Thus,Thus,Thus, HovieHovie 
condemnedcondemnedcondemned forElllsonElllson forfor creativelycreatively positingpositing freedomexistentialexistential freedomfreedom forforforEllIson creatIvely positrng existentIal ,1,1(1 blackblackblack 

rn SOCIety accordrng pOSSIbIlitymanmanman aInIn aa which,societysociety which,which, toaccordingaccording toto Howe,Howe,Howe, preventedpreventedprevented thatthatthat veryveryvery posslbdityposslbdity 
berng SOCIal readrng creatIvefromfromfrom realized.beingbeing realized.realized. HisHisHis SOCialSOCial ofreadingreading ofof thethethe spacescreativecreative spacesspaces ofofof thethethe novelnovelnovel waswaswas 

unrelemrngly asasas aaanarrowunrelenunglyunrelenungly narrownarrow andandand harshlyharshlyharshly blindblindblind tototo thethethe greatnessgreatnessgreatness ofofof thethethe workworkwork 
thiS reducrngworkworkwork ofofof art.art.art. InInIn sense,thISthIS sense,sense, HoweHoweHowe waswaswas EllisonredUCingredUCing EllisonEllison tototo aaa formula,formula,formula, itselfitselfitself ananan 

critICIsm.actactact ofofof kitschkitschkitsch critiCism.critiCism. 
apprecIate scoldmg.EllisonEllisonEllison dIddIddId notnotnot Howe'sappreCiateappreCiate Howe'sHowe's politIcalpolitIcalpolitIcal Inscolding.scolding. InIn contrastcontrastcontrast tototo Howe,Howe,Howe, 

creatIve wllhoutEllisonEllisonEllison waswaswas compulsivelycompulsivelycompulsively andandand proudlyproudlyproudly aaa writer,creativecreative writer,writer, aWithoutWithout aa hinthinthint ofofof 
hIghbrowhIghbrowhIghbrow antag011lsmantag011lsmantagol1lsm tototo massmassmass culture.culture.culture. ComfortableComfortableComfortable ininin hiS rolerolerole asasas anhIShIS anan 

hiSintellectualintellectualintellectual andandand artist,artist,artist, EllisonEllisonEllison dIddIddId notnotnot needneedneed tototo makemakemake aaa fetIshfetIshfetIsh ofofof alIenatIon,hIShIS alIenatIon,alIenatIon, 
rnraceracerace ororor politicspoliticspolitics --- althoughalthoughalthough allallall spokespokespoke hisInIn hishis artwork.artwork.artwork. HeHeHe gyratedgyratedgyrated marvellouslymarvellouslymarvellously 

betweenbetweenbetween aaa bluesbluesblues idIOmidIOmidIOm andandand knowingknowingknowing politIcalpolitIcalpolitIcal andandand philosophicalphilosophicalphilosophical commentary.commentary.commentary. 
thll1ker, hImself Il1TheTheThe needneedneed tototo distinguishdistinguishdistinguish hImselfhImselfhImself asasas aaa tothlJ1ker,thlJ1ker, toto assertassertassert hllTlselfhllTlself terms111111 termsterms ofofof 

Il1 Elhsonpracticalpracticalpractical politicspoliticspolitics ororor sociologicalsociologicalsociological analysis,analysis,analysis, waswaswas notnotnot presentpresentpresent ll1ll1 asEllIsonEllIson asas ItItIt waswaswas 
mtellectuals.ininin HoweHoweHowe andandand otherotherother post-war,post-war,post-war, anti-Stalinistanti-Stalinistanti-Stalinist Ellisonll1tellectuals.ll1tellectuals. EllisonEllison refusedrefusedrefused tototo bebebe 

African-Amencan trYll1gaaa representativerepresentativerepresentative forforfor thethethe NegroNegroNegro condition.condition.condition. AsAsAs ananan African-AmericanAfrican-American totrYlI1gtrYlI1g toto 
hISbebebe aaa creativecreativecreative artistartistartist andandand thinker,thinker,thinker, EllisonEllisonEllison consciouslyconsciouslyconsciously cultivatedcultivatedcultivated ownhiShiS ownown vOicevOicevOice 

andandand freedom.freedom.freedom. SurelySurelySurely thethethe blackblackblack writerwriterwriter functionsfunctionsfunctions ininin conditionsconditionsconditions notnotnot ororor hishishis ownownown 
hISchoosing,choosing,choosing, wrotewrotewrote Ellison,Ellison,Ellison, butbutbut 'He'He'He isisis nonono meremeremere productproductproduct ofofof socio-polillcalhiShiS socio-polillcalsocio-polillcal 
limItedpredicament'.predicament'.predicament'. TheTheThe blackblackblack writer,writer,writer, proclaimedproclaimedproclaimed Ellison,Ellison,Ellison, 'in'in'in aaa way,limltedlimlted way,way, isisis hishishis 

ownownown creation'.creation'.creation'. 535353 

IfIfIf Howe'sHowe'sHowe's comprehensioncomprehensioncomprehension ofofof thethethe functionfunctionfunction ofofof thethethe intellectualintellectualintellectual asasas politicallypoliticallypolitically 
constructionengagedengagedengaged dissenterdissenterdissenter andandand hishishis idealidealideal ofofof thethethe socialsocialsocial ofconstructIOnconstructIOn ofof literatureliteratureliterature werewerewere 

hIS aesthellc 10 nL:Wsomewhatsomewhatsomewhat limning,limning,limning, sososo tootootoo werewerewere hiShiS IdealsacsthcllCacsthcllC IdealsIdeals unableunableunable copetoto copecope WithWithWith newnew 
Whl1e becausL: of ltSformsformsforms ofofof artartart andandand massmassmass culture.culture.culture. HoweWhIleWhIle HoweHowe enjoyedenjoyedenjoyed baseballbaseballbaseball beeabeea uscusc oror ItsIts 

mannermannermanner andandand abtlity ororof fansfansfans presentpresentpresent atatat thethethe gamegamegame tototo Interaclleisurelyleisurelyleisurely thethethe abIlityabIlity InteractInteract 
WIth chamhers of movieonewahwah oneone another,another,another, hehehe damneddamneddamned thethethe darkeneddarkeneddarkened chamcham hershers theoror thethe theatremOVI<;mOVI<; theatretheatre 

Isolating productiveproductiveproducllve ofofof aaa fasclsl mentality,54faSCistfaSCist Bymentalityl54mentalityl54 ByBy th<;th<;the lalelatelateasasas andIsolatIngIsolatIng andand dangerousdangerousdangerous --
andandand earlyearlyearly 1970s,1970s,1970s, HoweHoweHowe hadhadhad wrappedwrappedwrapped himself ininin thethethe IdealsIdealsIdeals of1960s1960s1960s hIlnselfhIlnself of'of' 

distanced ncccssllycomplexity,complexity,complexity, 'nuance'nuance'nuance andandand ambIgUIty',ambIgUIty',ambIgUIty', reasondIstanceddIstanced reasonreason andandand thethethe ofnecessItynecessIty ofof 
which wahtragedytragedytragedy tototo attackattackattack thethethe culturecultureculture ofofof thethethe NewNewNew Left,Left,Left, HowewhIchwhIch HoweHowe foundfoundfound rentrentrent \\l1th\\l1th 

pleasurespleasurespleasures andandand hedonIsm'hedonIsm'hedonIsm' HoweHoweHowe thusthusthus ralied agaJl1st'relaxed'relaxed'relaxed surfacesurfacesurface raIledraIled theagamstagamst thethe 
'high 'nco-pnmltlvIsm'threatthreatthreat ofofof massmassmass culturecultureculture andandand thethethe prIests''h1gh'h1gh prIests'prIests' ofofof Norman'neo-pnmlllvlsm''neo-pnmlllvlsm' NormanNorman 

Brown,Brown,Brown, HerbertHerbertHerbert Marcuse,Marcuse,Marcuse, MarshallMarshallMarshall McLuhan,McLuhan,McLuhan, AllenAllenAllen GInsberg andG1nsbergG1nsberg andand 
NormanNormanNorman MaIler. TheTheThe newnewnew culture,culture,culture, InInIn Howe'sHowe'sHowe's estImate,estImate,estImate, 'devalues'devalues'devalues thethetheMader.Mader. 
wordwordword ...... favorsfavorsfavors monochromatIcmonochromatIcmonochromatIc cartoons,cartoons,cartoons, compal1lonate gruntscompanIOnatecompanIOnate gruntsgrunts andandand 
glimpsesglimpsesglimpses ofofof thethethe melTablemelTablemelTable In popularmm popularpopular ditties.ditties.ditties. ItItIt hashashas humor,humor,humor, butbutbut notnotnot muchmuchmuch 

tragictragic ..nothlI1gnothlI1g .... ItItIt armsarmsarms Withwit.wit.wit. OfOfOf thethethe tragIC ItItIt knowsknowsknows nextnextnext tototo nothll1g ItselfItselfItself theWIthWIth thethe 
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paraphernaliaparaphernaliaparaphernalia ofofof post-industnalpost-industnalpost-industnal andtechmquetechmque andand Intocrash-divescrash-dives IntoInto aaa TypeeTypeeTypee ofofoftechDlque crash-dIves 
neo-primItIVlsm,.55neo-primItIVlsm,.55 

Howe'sHowe'sHowe's impassIoned complaintsimpassionedimpassioned complaintscomplaints capturedcapturedcaptured thethethe dangerdangerdanger Inherent mm 
neo-primltIVlsm,.55 

mherentmherent In thethethe 
enterpnse thethethe problemproblemproblem ofofof needmgneedmgneedmg tototo deltmn thedelImItdelImIt thethe scope'proper''proper' scopescopeintellectualintellectualintellectual -entcrpnseentcrpnse -- "proper" 

ofofof thethethe lifelifelife ofofof thethethe mmdmmdmmd tototo categonescategonescategones ofofof acceptableacceptableacceptable andandand non-acceptable.non-acceptable.non-acceptable. TheTheThe 
processprocessprocess maymaymay bebebe necessarynecessarynecessary butbutbut ItItIt promotespromotespromotes --- asasas mmm Howe'sHowe'sHowe's reactlonreactlonreactlon tototo EllIsonEllIsonEllIson 

--- aaa stagnation wasandandand GmsbergGmsbergGmsberg typetypetype ofofof andstagnatIonstagnatIon andand close-mmdedness.close-mmdedness.close-mmdedness. 565656 HoweHoweHowe \vas\vas 
In qualities, 1960s1960s1960s counter-culturecounter-culturecounter-culturehardlyhardlyhardly alonealonealone thesemm thesethese thequalitIes,qualitIes, thethe challengechallengechallenge ofofof thethethe 

alsoalsoalso broughtbroughtbrought forthforthforth thethethe ireireire ofofof DianaDiana asTrIllmgTrIllmg asas wellwellwell asasas NormanNormanNorman Podhoretz'sPodhoretz'sPodhoretz'sDIana Tnllmg 
famousfamousfamous attackattackattack ononon thethethe BeatBeatBeat wnters.wnters.wnters. WntmgWntmgWntmg mmm thethethe ParlisanParlisan PodhoretzReview,Review, PodhoretzPodhoretzPartisan Revic!t', 

BohemIanism cIVI!JzatlOn; worshIpsfoundfoundfound thethethe ofBohemIanIsmBohemIanIsm ofof thethethe 1950s1950s1950s tototo bebebe 'hostile'hostile'hostile tototo ItCIvilIzatIOn;CIvilIzatIOn; ItIt worshipsworships 
prImitiVism, Instinct, energy,lllstlllct,lllstlllct, energy,energy, "blood""blood" In'.'. InIn thethethe end,end,end, thethethe BeatsBeatsBeats werewerewereprImItIVIsm,prImItIVIsm, "blood"'. 

notnotnot onlyonlyonly asasas antl-lntellectual, butbutbut alsoalsoalso asasas suffenngcondemnedcondemnedcondemned antI-llltellectual,antI-llltellectual, 'fromsufferIngsufferIng 'from'from aaa 
pathetIcpathetIcpathetiC povertypovertypoverty ofofof feelmg asasas well'.well'.well'. PodhoretzPodhoretzPodhoretz foundfoundfound ananan adolescent,feelIngfeelIng adolescent,adolescent, 
'suppressed'suppressed'suppressed cry'cry'cry' mmm Kerouac'sKerouac'sKerouac's booksbooksbooks thatthatthat shouted:shouted:shouted: 'Kill'Kill'Kill thethethe mtellectualsmtellectualsmtellectuals 

SIde, pnmitIVIsmwhowhowho cancancan talktalktalk coherently.'coherently.'coherently.' OnOnOn thethethe oneoneone then,Side,Side, then,then, stoodstoodstood thethethe andpnmitlvlsmpnmitlvlsm andand 
ofantI-llltellectualIsmantI-llltellectualIsm ofof thethethe Beats,Beats,Beats, ononon thethethe otherotherother wereSideSide werewere arrayedarrayedarrayed thethethe faithfulfaithfulanti-intellectualIsm SIde faIthful 

ciVIllzatIon, mtcllectuals. dIspute, accordmgguardiansguardiansguardians ofofof theCIvIlIzatIon,CIvIlIzatIon, thethe Inmtellectuals.mtellectuals. InIn sum,sum,sum, thethethe dispute,dispute, toaccordll1gaccordll1g toto 
'being Itself,.57Podhoretz,Podhoretz,Podhoretz, waswaswas aboutaboutabout for'bemg'bemg forfor ororor agamstagamstagamst mtellIgencemtellIgencemtellIgence Itself'.57Itself'.57 

VIewsTheTheThe battlebattlebattle ImesImesImes werewerewere drawndrawndrawn aroundaroundaround bothbothboth politicalpoliticalpolitical andviewsviews andand mtellectualmtellectualmtellectual 
styles.styles.styles. EspeCIallyEspeCIallyEspeCIally centralcentralcentral waswaswas thethethe desiredesiredesire ofofof thethethe post-warpost-warpost-war mtellectualsmtellectualsmtellectuals tototo 
maintaIn thclr dIStInCtIOn asasas mtcllectualsmalIltalllmalIltalll theIrtheIr dIStInCtIondIStInCtIon byIIltellectualsIIltellectuals byby excludmgexcludmgexcludmg thosethosethose whowhowho diddiddid notnotnot 

hIghseemseemseem tototo warrantwarrantwarrant mcluslon,mcluslon,mcluslon, accordmgaccordmgaccordmg tototo preconceivedpreconceivedpreconceived cntenacntenacntena ofofof versushighhigh versusversus 
lowlowlow culture.culture.culture. theInIn thethe end,end,end, thethethe wallswallswalls ofofof thethethe post-warpost-warpost-war mtellectualmtellectualmtellectual worldworldworld toppledtoppledtoppled 
In cven DWIght MacdonaldDWightDWight MacdonaldMacdonald 

In 
theIIIIII thethe 1960s.1960s.1960s. NormanNormanNorman Maller,Maller,Maller, SusanSusanSusan Sontag,Sontag,Sontag, andandand eveneven

defected. thethethe nse ofrIserIse ofof aaa setsetset ofofof associatedth1l1kersth1l1kers associatedassociated withwithwith thethetheanddefected,defected, andand WithWithWith newnewnew thmkers 
foundmg offoundIngfoundIng ofof Thc NewTheThe NewNew 0/ReviewReview 0/0/ BooksBooksBooks 111 1963mm 19631963 andandand withwithwith thethethe countercountercounterYorkYorkYork Rcview 
culturalculturalcultural stylestylestyle ofofof thethethe NewNewNew Left,Left,Left, thethethe fearfearfear ofofof massmassmass culturecultureculture andandand thethethe prerogativesprerogativesprerogatives 

111toofofof thethethe olderolderolder groupgroupgroup ofofof mtellectualsmtellectualsmtellectuals fadedfadedfaded themtomto thethe sunset.sunset.sunset. 
If,If,If, bybyby thethethe 1960s,1960s,1960s, thethethe post-warpost-warpost-war mtellectualsmtellectualsmtellectuals werewerewere mmm aaa well-deservedwell-deservedwell-deserved statestatestate ofofof 

anxiety positIonaboutanXIetyanXIety aboutabout thethethe counter-culturalcounter-culturalcounter-cultural assault,assault,assault, thISthISthIS waswaswas hardlyhardlyhardly aaa newnewnew forpositIOnpositIOn forfor 
saIdthemthemthem tototo occupy,occupy,occupy, mdeed,mdeed,mdeed, ItItIt mIghtmIghtmIght bebebe thatsaidsaid thatthat theytheythey hadhadhad longlonglong beenbeenbeen accustomedaccustomedaccustomed 

manl1lng hIghtototo themannmgmannmg thethe barncadesbarncadesbarncades ofofof culturehighhigh cultureculture againstagainstagainst thethethe unrulyunrulyunruly mass.mass.mass. WhatWhatWhat 
mademademade thethethe assaultassaultassault ofofof thethethe NewNewNew LeftLeftLeft sososo pamfulpamfulpamful tototo thethethe post-warpost-warpost-war intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals waswaswas 
that manymanymany intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals seemedseemedseemed tototo bebebe act111g antlantlthaIthaI inactll1gactll1g inin thethethe namenamename ofofof antI
mtel1ectualism. Thismtellectualism.mtellectualism. ThisThis stancestancestance notnotnot onlyonlyonly challengedchallengedchallenged thethethe chenshedchenshedchenshed IdealsIdealsIdeals ofofof 

hiS theIr ofofof thethetheHoweHoweHowe andandand compatnots,hIShIS compatnots,compatnots, butbutbut ItItIt wreakedwreakedwreaked havochavochavoc WIthWIthWIth sensetheirtheir sensesense 
function 111tellectual. Certa1111y 111tellectualsoffunctIonfunctIon ofof thethethe Il1tellectual.Il1tellectual. post-warCertall11yCertall11y post-warpost-war hadIl1tellectualsIl1tellectuals hadhad growngrowngrown selfselfself
satisfied,satisfied, mm theIr pOSItionssatIsfied. securesecuresecure 111 theirtheir aspOSitionspOSitions asas thethethe arbitersarbitersarbiters ofofof highbrowhighbrowhighbrow tastetastetaste andandand 
culture.culture.culture. AlthoughAlthoughAlthough theytheythey hadhadhad denounceddenounceddenounced thethethe seductIveness ofseductivenessseductiveness ofof academicacademicacademic 
positIons,positIons,positIons, eveneveneven Howe,Howe,Howe, WIthinWIthinWIthin aaa yearyearyear ofofof hishishis famousfamousfamous critiquecritiquecritique ofofof academeacademeacademe ininin 

teach111g BrandeIS faIrness1954,1954,1954, waswaswas atteachll1gteachll1g atat University.BrandeiSBrandeiS University.University. But,But,But, ininin tofairnessfairness toto thethethe post-warpost-warpost-war 
111tellectuals, theymtellectuals,mtellectuals, theythey hadhadhad fromfromfrom thethethe outsetoutsetoutset placedplacedplaced themselvesthemselvesthemselves ininin aaa no-winno-winno-win 
position.position.positIOn. TryTryTry asasas functIOntheytheythey mightmightmight tototo definedefinedefine thethethe offunctionfunction ofof thethethe intellectual,intellectual,intellectual, theytheythey 

tofaIledfaIled toto findfindfind anyanyany restingrestingresting place.place.place. TheyTheyThey werewerewere stymiedstymiedstymied notnotnot bySimplySimply byby thethethe inabilityinabilityinabilityfaded SImply 
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resIst changll1g sOCIa! conditiOns,ofofof abstractabstractabstract IdeasIdeasIdeas tototo resistresist changingchanging SOCialSOCial butconditlOns,conditlOns, butbut alsoalsoalso bybyby theirtheirtheir ownownown 
confllctll1g ll1 American society.viewsconflictIngconflictIng viewsviews aboutaboutabout whatwhatwhat ItItIt meantmeantmeant tototo achieveachieveachieve successsuccesssuccess IIIIII AmencanAmencan SOCIety.SOCIety. 
TheyTheyThey cravedcravedcraved adulatIonadulatIonadulatIon andandand respect,respect,respect, butbutbut shiveredshiveredshivered whenwhenwhen ItItIt camecamecame fromfromfrom 
mlddlebrovv culture.middlebrO\J<,'middlebrO\J<,' culture.culture. 

sIlent ofofof acceptance,acceptance,acceptance, muchmuchmuch asasas antagol1lsm massmassmassTheTheThe diseasesilentsilent diseasedisease asasas fromantagonismantagonism fromfrom
ororor hIppIes, Il1tellectuals.culturecultureculture fnghtenedhippies,hippies, fnghtenedfnghtened post-warpost-warpost-war Althoughmtellectuals.mtellectuals. AlthoughAlthough HofstadterHofstadterHofstadter 

ll1stances antHntellectuahsm thethethe McCarthyMcCarthyMcCarthy RedRedReddocumenteddocumenteddocumented manymanymany ofIllstancesIllstances ofof 111antHntellectuallsmantHntellectuallsm 111111

ScareScareScare andandand American history,history,history, realizedreallzc~dreallzc~d antIantIeraeraera throughoutthroughoutthroughout heAmerIcanAmerIcan hehe thatthatthat antl
II1tellectuahsm waswaswas aaa gIvengIvengIven 1I1 ananan egalitanan,egalitanan,egalitanan, democraticdemocraticdemocratic Butsociety.society. ButButmtellectuallsmmtellectuallsm mm socIety. 
popularpopularpopular antlpathy tototo thethethe lifelifelife ofofof thethethe 111lnd111lndmll1d Amencall1ll1 AmencaAmenca waswaswas generallygenerallygenerallyantipathyantipathy 1I1 

accompal1led lI1tellectuals' gnawll1g bell1g wllhbyaccompallledaccompallled byby thethethe ownmtellectuals'mtellectuals' ownown feargnawInggnawIng fearfear ofofof acceptedbemgbemg acceptedaccepted withwith 
openopenopen armsarmsarms II1to thell1toll1to thethe American Asmamstream.mamstream. AsAs HofstadterHofstadterHofstadter remarked,remarked,remarked,AmencanAmencan mainstream. 

werewerewere caughtcaughtcaught 111 anll1ll1 anan essentIal paradox.paradox.paradox. 'while'while'while theytheythey dododo resentresentresentll1tellectualsll1tellectualsll1tellectuals essentialessential 
antI-Intellectualism,evidencesevidencesevidences ofofof andantl-ll1tellectualism,antl-ll1tellectualism, andand taketaketake ItItIt asasas aaa tokentokentoken ofofof aaa senoussenoussenous weaknessweaknessweakness 

ll1 socIety, theIrourmm ourour theysociety,society, theythey areareare troubledtroubledtroubled andandand diVIdeddiVIdeddiVIded ll1ll1ll1 aaa moremoremore profoundprofoundprofound waywayway bybyby theirtheir 
acceptance'.acceptance'.acceptance'. 585858 

SIdes thIS fearfearfear ofofof acceptanceacceptanceacceptance andandand ororor a1Jenatlonaltenatlonaltenatlon arcTheTheThe twotwotwo ofSidesSides ofof equalthiSthiS equalequal areare 
displayeddisplayeddisplayed intellectuals'intellectuals'intellectuals' reactionreactionreaction tototo mIddlebrowininin representationsmiddlebrowmiddlebrow representationsrepresentations ofofof 
mtellectualsmtellectuals theInIn thethe dUrIngdUrIngIntellectuals ll1 1950s.1950s.1950s. ToToTo bebebe sure,sure,sure, dunng thethethe McCarthyMcCarthyMcCarthy years,years,years, antlantlantl

debIiitatll1g. ll1intellectualismintellectualismintellectualism waswaswas nfenfenfe andandand Intellectuals,debI1itatll1g.debI1itatll1g. Intellectuals,Intellectuals, althoughalthoughalthough ortenortenorten theInIn thethe 
anti-Stalil1lsm VIewedforefrontforefrontforefront ofofof andanti-Stalilllsmanti-Stalilllsm andand pro-Amencal1lsm,pro-Amencal1lsm,pro-Amencal1lsm, neverthelessneverthelessnevertheless werewerewere ViewedViewed 

questJolllngquestJolllng aidedaided subverSIvebybyby thethethe publicpublicpublic asasas fosteringfosteringfostering aaa questiOnIng attitudeattitudeattitude thatthatthat aIded subverSivesubverSive 
activitiesactivitiesactivities fightfightfight Intellectualororor weakenedweakenedweakened thethethe resolveresolveresolve tototo Commul1lsm.Commul1lsm.Commul1lsm. AndAndAnd mtellectualmtellectual 

accordIng evange!lstquestioningquestioningquestioning underminedunderminedundermined thethethe moralmoralmoral fibrefibrefibre ofofof America,America,America, toaccordmgaccordmg toto evangeltstevangeltst 
BillyBillyBilly Graham,Graham,Graham, bybyby promotingpromotingpromoting 'reason,'reason,'reason, rationalism,rationalism,rationalism, mindmindmind culture,culture,culture, sciencesciencescience 
worship,worship,worship, thethethe workingworkingworking powerpowerpower ofofof government,government,government, Freudial1lsm,Freudial1lsm,Freudial1lsm, naturalism,naturalism,naturalism, 

materialtsm idealtsm',humanism,humanism,humanism, behaviorism,behaviorism,behaviorism, positivism,positivism,positivism, andmaterialismmaterialism andand endingidealism',idealism', endingending 111111111 thethethe 
standard'.s')viewviewview 'that'that'that moralitymoralitymorality isisis relativerelativerelative --- thatthatthat theretherethere isisis nonono normnormnorm ororor absoluteabsoluteabsolute standard,.5')standard,.5') 

forYet,Yet,Yet, ititit mustmustmust bebebe noted,noted,noted, thethethe earlyearlyearly yearsyearsyears ofofof thethethe 1950s1950s1950s werewerewere alsoalsoalso saladsaladsalad daysdaysdays lorlor 
AmericanAmericanAmerican intellectuals,intellectuals,intellectuals, thethethe timetimetime whenwhenwhen theytheythey beganbeganbegan tototo achieveachieveachieve greatergreatergreater statusstatusstatus 

1I1fluence.1I1fluence.1I1fluence. WhetherWhetherWhether suchsuchsuch aaa changechangechange \'\'as goodgoodgood ororor badbadbad waswaswas dIscussedandandand waswas CiISCllsscdCiISCllsscd 
LIOnel 'frIllIng,regularly,regularly,regularly, butbutbut allallall agreedagreedagreed thatthatthat ImprovedImprovedImproved statusstatusstatus waswaswas undeniable.undeniable.undeniable. LionelLionel 'T'nlllllg,'T'nlllllg, 

whowhowho thoughtthoughtthought ititit aaa thmg lI1tellectualslI1tellectualsmtellectuals tototo thethethegoodgoodgood forthlllgthlllg forfor bebebe connectedconnectedconnected WIthWIthWIth 
vice m America 'IntellectAmencaAmenca 'Intellect'Intellectwealthywealthywealthy classes,classes,classes, andandand espeCiallyespeCiallyespeCially versa,VIceVIce versa,versa, notednotednoted thatthatthat IIIIII 

nevernevernever before hIstory, andandand nownownowhashashas assOCIated itselfassOCiatedassOCiated itselfitself WIth powerWithWith powerpower asasas beroreberore IIIIIIm IShistory,history, ISIS 
kmd 60 ThiS formulatIon, of mtellcct ualsconcededconcededconceded tototo bebebe itselfitselfitself aaa ofklI1dklI1d ofof power'power'power' {,o{,o ThlsThls formu]atlon,formu]atlon, oror asIIltellectualsIIltellectuals asas 

an mterest American pangroupanlI1terestanlI1terest groupgroup WithinWithinWithin society,AmencanAmencan society,society, becamebecamebecame ofpartpart ofof thethethe generalgeneralgeneral theorytheorytheory 
groupgroupgroup andandand thatthatthat dommated SOCiological thoughtthoughtthoughtofofof interestinterestinterest pluralismpluralismpluralism domlI1ateddomlI1ated socIOlogicalsocIOlogical 

throughoutthroughoutthroughout thethethe 1950s.1950s.1950s.616161 

mtngumg reJectJon,FearsFearsFears ofofof successsuccesssuccess areareare moremoremore thanlI1trIgUlI1glI1trIgUlI1g thanthan anxietyanxietyanxiety aboutaboutabout EvenreJection.reJection. EvenEven 
SOVIet launchmg premiumpremiumpremium ononon thethethe powerpowerpower ofororbeforebeforebefore thethethe SovietSoviet oflaunchlI1glaunchlI1g ofof SputnikSputnikSputnik putputput aaa 

mtellectuals SCIentlsts m thethethe ColdColdCold War,War,War, thethethe ImageImageImage ofofof thethethe IntellectualIntellectual InInandlI1tellectualslI1tellectuals andand SCIentistsSCIentists 1I11I1 IIltellectua! III 

early-1950s America J1Ightmarc VISIonthethethe popularpopularpopular culturecultureculture ofofof early-early- II950s950s wasAmerIcaAmerIca waswas hardlyhardlyhardly aaa l1Ightmarel1Ightmare VISionVISion 
ofofof narrow-mmdednarrow-mlI1dednarrow-mlI1ded popul1st bIgOts rantIllg aboutravlI1gravlI1g aboutabout SIllSSlI1SSlI1Spopulistpopulist bIgotsbIgots andrantlI1grantlI1g andand ravmg thethethe ofofof 
mtellectuals. deSIgnatiOn deJ1lgrateEvenlI1tellectuals.lI1tellectuals. EvenEven thethethe thatdeSIgnatIOndeSIgnatIOn thatthat atatat firstfirstfirst seemedseemedseemed tototo mostmostmost thedenigratedenigrate thethe 
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- thethethe eggheadeggheadegghead --- underwentunderwentunderwent aaa transformatIonsmtellectualmtellectualmtellectual senessenessenes ofofof subtlesubtlesubtle transformatlonstransformatlons 
thatthatthat revealrevealreveal thethethe mcreasingmcreasingmcreasing statusstatusstatus andandand acceptanceacceptanceacceptance ofofof thethethe mtellectualmtellectualmtellectual mmm thIsthisthis 
penod.penod.penod. 

Intellectuals,Intellectuals,Intellectuals, despnedespne theirtheir obvIousobvIous toabl1ityabl1ity toto Ideas,WieldWield Ideas,Ideas, createcreatecreate ImagesImagesImagesdespite theIr obvIOus abJlity WIeld 
andandand prepareprepareprepare narratives,narratives,narratives, dododo notnotnot controlcontrolcontrol owntheirtheir ownown Image.Image.Image. TheTheThe ofcultivatIOncultivatIOn ofof ananantheIr cultivatIon 
ImageImageImage isisis aaa bottombottombottom ororor quitemiddle-up,middle-up, quitequite asasas muchmuchmuch asasas aaa top-down,top-down,top-down, enterpnse.enterpnse.enterpnse. InInIn 
1952,1952,J 952, atatat thethethe samesamesame momentmomentmoment whenwhenwhen thethethe 'Our'Our'Our CountryCountryCountry andandand OurOurOur Culture'Culture'Culture' 
symposIUm appreCIatIon sIgns 

mIddle-up, 

wassymposiumsymposium waswas trumpetmgtrumpetmgtrumpetmg thethethe intellectuals'intellectuals'intellectuals' ofappreCIationappreCIation ofof Amenca,Amenca,Amenca, signssigns 
werewerewere alsoalsoalso presentpresentpresent thatthatthat AmericaAmericaAmerica waswaswas notnotnot quitequitequite sososo enthusedenthusedenthused bybyby thethethe 
1I1tellectuals.1I1tellectuals.mtellectuals. LouIs Bromfield,LOUISLOUIS Bromfield,Bromfield, mmm thethethe rabidlyrabidlyrabidly Journalantl-commul1lstantl-commul1lst JournalJournalantl-commulllst ofofof 
opinIOnopinIOnopinIOn TheTheThe Freeman,Freeman,Freeman, defineddefineddefined ananan 'Egghead''Egghead''Egghead' as:as:as: 

AAA personpersonperson ofofof spuriousspuriousspurious mtellectualmtellectualmtellectual pretensions,pretensions,pretenSIOns, oftenoftenoften aaa professorprofessorprofessor ororor thethethe 
protegeprotegeprotege ofofof aaa professorprofessorprofessor FundamentallyFundamentallyFundamentally superficial.superficial.superficial. Over-emotIOnalOver-emotIOnalOver-emotIOnal andandand 
femminefemminefemmine 111111m reactionsreactionsreactions tototo anyanyany problem.problem.problem. SuperciliousSuperciliousSupercilious andandand surfeitedsurfeitedsurfeited withwithwith 
conceitconceitconceit andandand contemptcontemptcontempt forforfor thethethe experienceexperienceexperience ofofof moremoremore soundsoundsound andandand ableableable 
menmenmen self-conscIOus gIven SIdes...... AAA png,self-conSCIousself-conSCIous png,png, sososo togivengiven toto exammmgexammmgexammmg allallall ofSidesSides ofof aaa questionquestionquestion 
thatthatthat hehehe becomesbecomesbecomes thoroughlythoroughlythoroughly addledaddledaddled whilewhilewhile remainingremainingremaining alwaysalwaysalways ininin thethethe samesamesame 
spot.spot.spot. AnAnAn anemicanemicanemic bleedingbleedingbleeding heart.heart.heart. 

SuchSuchSuch 'eggheads','eggheads','eggheads', BromfieldBromfieldBromfield furtherfurtherfurther proclaimed,proclaimed,proclaimed, hadhadhad supportedsupportedsupported traitorstraitorstraitors likelikelike 
AlgerAlgerAlger Hiss,Hiss,Hiss, allowedallowedallowed StalinismStalinismStalinism tototo thrivethrivethrive mmm America,America,America, andandand appeasedappeasedappeased 
Communism abroad.Commul1lsmCommul1lsm abroad.abroad. 626262 

WhJle BromfieldBromfieldBromfield attemptedattemptedattempted tototo useuseuse thethethe termtermterm 'egghead''egghead''egghead' tototo condemncondemncondemnWhileWhile 
themtellectuals,mtellectuals, thethe wasnotionnotion waswas notnotnot alwaysalwaysalways scrambledscrambledscrambled ininin thatthatthat manner.manner.manner. EggheadEggheadEgghead 

lexIcon ofofof 
lI1tellectua)s, notIon 
enteredenteredentered thethethe AmencanAmencanAmencan politicalpoliticalpolitical duringleXiconleXicon duringduring thethethe presidentialpresidentialpresidential contestcontestcontest 
1952,1952,1952, whichwhichwhich DemocratpIttedpItted DemocratDemocrat Stevenson,AdlaiAdlai Stevenson,Stevenson, GovernorGovernorGovernor ofofof againstIllinois,Illinois, againstagainstpitted AdlaI fllinois, 
RepublIcanRepublIcanRepublIcan D.DWightDWight D.D. Eisenhower.Eisenhower.Eisenhower. AsAsAs numerousnumerousnumerous reportersreportersreporters noted,noted,noted, StevenStevenSteven
son'sson'sson's well-craftedwell-craftedwell-crafted andandand mtelhgentlymtelhgentlymtel!Igently nuancednuancednuanced speechesspeechesspeeches hadhadhad gainedgainedgained himhimhim aaa 
reputationreputationreputation forforfor mtellectuality.mtellectuality.mtellectuality. AAA goodgoodgood numbernumbernumber ofofof college-educatedcollege-educatedcollege-educated AmerAmerAmer
Icans,Icans,Icans, andandand certallllycertallllycenamly manymanymany mtellectuals, camell1tellectuals,ll1tellectuals, camecame tototo identifyidentifyidentify withwithwith Stevenson,Stevenson,Stevenson, 
perceivmgperceivmgperceivmg hiShiShiS candidacy,candidacy,candIdacy, IIIIIIm thethethe wordswordswords ofofof ArthurArthurArthur M.M.M. SchlesingerSchlesingerSchlesinger asJr,Jr, asas 

DWIght 

.Ir, aaa 
attam publJcvehiclevehiclevehicle 'not'not'not tototo attalllattalll objectivespubhcpubhc objectivesobjectives ororor eveneveneven tototo affectaffectaffect publicpublicpublic policy,policy,policy, butbutbut tototo 

mtenoraffirmaffirmaffirm ananan sensell1tenorll1tenor sensesense ofofof admirationadmirationadmiration andandand ofofof belief,.63belief,.63belief,.63 AsAsAs bothbothboth RepublicanRepublicanRepublican 
andandand DemocraticDemocraticDemocratic intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals toflockedflocked toto supportsupportsupport Stevenson,Stevenson,Stevenson, pro-Eisenhowerpro-Eisenhowerpro-Eisenhowerf10cked 

recoglllzed mtellectuals,forcesforcesforces therecogl1lzedrecogl1lzed thethe defectiondefectiondefection ofofof butIlltellectuals,Illtellectuals, butbut withoutwithoutwithout especialespecialespecial worry.worry.worry. 
aFollowlllgFollowlllg aa strongparticularlyparticularly strongstrong StevensonStevensonStevenson speechspeechspeech ononon thethethe complicatedcomplicatedcomplicated issueissueissue ofofof 

atomicatomicatomic energy,energy,energy, ananan EisenhowerEisenhowerEisenhower stalwartstalwartstalwart admittedadmittedadmitted thatthatthat intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals werewerewere 
Followmg partIcularly 

are?'64drawndrawndrawn tototo Stevenson:Stevenson:Stevenson: 'But'But'But howhowhow manymanymany egg-headsegg-headsegg-heads dododo youyouyou thinkthinkthink theretherethere are?,64are?,64 
smashll1gEisenhower'sEisenhower'sEisenhower's victorysmashlllgsmashlllg victoryvictory ininin thethethe 195219521952 electionelectionelection drovedrovedrove homehomehome thethethe obviousobviousobvious 

factfactfact thatthatthat wereIlltellectualsIlltellectuals werewere notnotnot aaa significantsignificantsignificant portionportionportion ofofof thethethe electorate.electorate.electorate. 
DefeatDefeatDefeat forforfor thethethe intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals andandand theirtheirtheir saintedsaintedsainted candidatecandidatecandidate turnedturnedturned intointointo 

bitterness,bitterness,bitterness, asasas theytheythey feltfeltfelt themselvesthemselvesthemselves buffetedbuffetedbuffeted aboutaboutabout bybyby populists,populists,populists, McCarthyitesMcCarthyitesMcCarthyites 

mtellectuals 

andandand ofantt-Illtellectualsantt-Illtellectuals ofof allallall stripes.stripes.stripes. InInIn aaa particularlyparticularlyparticularly heatedheatedheated observation,observation,observation,antI-Intellectuals 
Schlesmger moanedSchleslllgerSchleslllger moanedmoaned thatthatthat 'the'the'the wordwordword "egghead""egghead""egghead" seemedseemedseemed tototo detonatedetonatedetonate thethethe pentpentpent
upupup ferocityferocityferocity ofofof twentytwentytwenty yearsyearsyears ofofof Impotence'Impotence'Impotence' ononon thethethe partpartpart ofofof thethethe businessbusinessbusiness 
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mterests.mterests.mterests. TheTheThe BabbittsBabbittsBabbitts ofofof AmencaAmencaAmenca hadhadhad arisenarisenarisen andandand smotesmotesmote downdowndown thethethe 
mtellectuals, repudlatmgmtellecwals,mtellecwals, repudlatmgrepudlatmg thethethe hopehopehope andandand ImageImageImage thatthatthat intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals mightmightmight 

theIr thethethe nationalnationalnational government,government,government, asasas theytheytheycontmuecontmuecontmue tototo contnbutecontnbutecontnbute expertisetheirtheir expertiseexpertise tototo 

wartIme admimstration Fnlnklinhadhadhad donedonedone underunderunder thethethe NewNewNew DealDealDeal andandand wartimewartime ofadmil1lstrationadmil1lstration ofof D.FranklinFranklin D.D. 
RooseveltRooseveltRoosevelt admItted EisenhO\verEisenhO\verEisenhO\ver \vas\vas\vas notnotnot ananan antlantlantl\Vhde\Vhde\Vhde SchlesmgerSchlesmgerSchlesmger thatadmittedadmitted thatthat 

hImself --- hehehe hadhadhad afterafterafter allallall servedservedserved asasas presIdentmtellectualmtellectualmtellectual himselfhimself ofpresidentpresident ofof ColumbiaColumbiaColumbia 
Umverslty -Ul1IversltyUl1Iverslty -- manymanymany leadmgleadmgleadmg RepublicansRepublicansRepublicans 'were'were'were lesslessless admmngadmmngadmmng ofofof thethethe lifelifelife ofofof thethethe 

andandand attempting 'to'to'to thethethe defeatdefeatdefeat Il1to anananmmd'mmd'mmd' werewerewere convertattemptmgattemptmg convertconvert DemocraticDemocraticDemocratic II1toII1to 
Il1tellectual stronghold,eggheadeggheadegghead routroutrout bybyby trackll1gtrackll1gtrackll1g thethethe downmtellectualmtellectual downdown tototo hiShiShiS finalfinalfinal stst theronghold,ronghold, thethe 
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thIs tempesttempesttempest Il1 aaa teapotteapotteapot isisis 
ul1Iverslty 

WhatWhatWhat makesmakesmakes statementthiSthiS statementstatement appearappearappear sososo muchmuchmuch ofofof aaa 111111 

mtellectual.thatthatthat ItItIt perfectlyperfectlyperfectly capturescapturescaptures thethethe anomalousanomalousanomalous positionpositionposition ofofof thethethe UnderIIltellectual.IIltellectual. UnderUnder 
cned mattack,attack,attack, thethethe intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals outcriedcried outout thatthatthat theytheythey werewerewere dangerIIIIII dangerdanger --- butbutbut ininin dangerdangerdanger ofofof 

what?what?what? OfOfOf Jobsloslllgloslllg JobsJobs tototo thethethe forcesforcesforces ofofof ToreactIOn?reactIOn? ToTo bebebe suresuresure thatthatthat happened;happened;happened; allallall10sll1g reaction? 
Schlesll1ger Irvll1gtootootoo often.often.often. ButButBut whatwhatwhat fadedSchleslllgerSchleslllger fadedfaded tototo acknowledge,acknowledge,acknowledge, asasas Howelrvlllglrvlllg HoweHowe andandand 

publIcC.C.C. WrightWrightWright MillsMillsMills perfectlyperfectlyperfectly comprehended,comprehended,comprehended, waswaswas thatthatthat acceptanceacceptanceacceptance bybyby thethethe publicpublic 
unproblematIc. difficulties albel1waswaswas notnotnot Successunproblematic.unproblematic. SuccessSuccess alsoalsoalso broughtbroughtbrought anddifTicultlesdifTicultles andand anxieties,anxieties,anxieties, albeitalbeit 

diflerent Il1tellectual.ofofof aaa kind,dilTerentdilTerent kind,kind, tototo thethethe TheIIltellectual.IIltellectual. TheThe allureallureallure ofofof power,power,power, thethethe seductIonseductIonseductIon ofofof 
statusstatusstatus threatenedthreatenedthreatened intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals 111111Il1 aaa mannermannermanner thatthatthat Schlesll1ger IIISchlesmgerSchlesmger IIIIII 195219521952 tofaJledfaJled totofaIled 

antag011lsmcountenance.countenance.countenance. Thus,Thus,Thus, thethethe dangerdangerdanger ofofof onantagoIllsmantagoIllsm onon thethethe partpartpart ofofof thethethe populacepopulacepopulace tototo 
lro11lC celebrationthethethe intellectualintellectualintellectual representedrepresentedrepresented ananan nipIroIllCIroIllC nipnip sidesideside tototo thethethe dangerousdangerousdangerous ofcelebratIoncelebratIon ofof 

thethethe intellectualintellectualintellectual ononon thethethe partpartpart ofofof thethethe populace.populace.populace. 
InInIn 1954,1954,1954, TimeTimeTime magazine,magazine,magazine, aaa proudlyproudlyproudly publicatIon,middlebrowmiddlebrow publicatIon,publicatIon, todeCideddeCided totomIddlebrow deCIded 

Amencan socIety.addressaddressaddress thethethe statusstatusstatus ofofof thethethe intellectualintellectualintellectual ininin AmericanAmerican Onlysociety.society. OnlyOnly aaa couplecouplecouple ofofof 
McCarthylsmyearsyearsyears afterafterafter thethethe StevensonStevensonStevenson debacle,debacle,debacle, andandand whilewhilewhile thethethe stenchstenchstench ofofof McCarthYlsmMcCarthYlsm 

stillstillstill filledfilledfilled thethethe air,air,air, TimeTimeTime magazinemagazinemagazine pIcturedpIcturedpIctured ononon itsitsits covercovercover aaa bonabonabona fidefidefide 
intellectual,intellectual,intellectual, DavidDavidDavid Riesman.Riesman.Riesman. TheTheThe articlearticlearticle waswaswas largelylargelylargely ananan accessIbleacceSSibleacceSSible 
considerationconsiderationconsideration ofofof thethethe AmericanAmericanAmerican character,character,character, aaa synopsissynopsissynopsis ofofof thethethe innerinnerinner andandand 
otherotherother directeddirecteddirected conceptconceptconcept ofofof thethethe individualindividualindividual thatthatthat RiesmanRiesmanRiesman hadhadhad writtenwrittenwritten aboutaboutabout ininin 

publicatIonhishishis TheTheThe LonelyLonelyLonely CrowdCrowdCrowd andandand thatthatthat hehehe returnedreturnedreturned tototo ininin 195419541954 withwithwith thethethe publicationpublication 
Individualism InInIn typicaltypicaltypical TimeTimeTime fashion,fashion,fashion, thethethe essentialessentialessential IdeasIdeasIdeasofofof ReconsideredIndividua/isl11Individua/isl11 ReconsideredReconsidered 666666 

ofofof personalitypersonalitypersonality typestypestypes developeddevelopeddeveloped bybyby RiesmanRiesmanRiesman werewerewere gliblygliblyglibly laidlaidlaId outoutout WIthFacedFacedFaced WithWith 
WIth III hishishis concludmg chapterconcludingconcluding chapterchapter ororthethethe dilemmadilemmadilemma thatthatthat RlesmanRlesmanRlesman hadhadhad grappledgrappledgrappled withwith InIn of 

The:' LonelyThE'ThE' LonelyLonely CrowdCrowdCrowd aboutaboutabout howhowhow tototo achIeve autonomyachieveachieve autonomyautonomy aInIn aa culturecultureculture thatthatthatm waswaswas 
orga11lzed toorgaIllzedorgaIllzed toto stressstressstress gettll1g alonggettlllggettlllg alongalong andandand rathermal1lpUlatlonmal1lpUlatlon ratherrather thanthanthan tototomampulallon relyrelyrely ononon 

self-sufficIent, llldlvldual,thethethe gyroscopegyroscopegyroscope ofofof thethethe autonomousself-suffiCient,self-suffiCient, autonomousautonomous Timell1dlVlduaJ,ll1dlVlduaJ, TimeTime turnedturnedturned tototo 
adVIce. MoreMoreMore playplayplay andandand expertiseexpertiseexpertise asasas aaa ofRlesmanRlesmanRlesman forforfor consumeradVice.adVice. consumerconsumer theoror thethe artsartsarts 

wouldwouldwould aId theaidaid thethe mdivldual toll1divldualll1divldual toto focusfocusfocus ononon whatwhatwhat bemightmight bebe potentiallypotentiallypotentially ImportantImportantImportantmIght 
tototo hIm. ThIShim.him. needThiSThiS needneed notnotnot necessarIly leadnecessarilynecessarily leadlead thethethe llltellectualllltellectualllltellectual ororor averageaverageaverage cItIzencItIzencItizen 

politIcs;awayawayaway fromfromfrom Itpolitics;politics; ItIt wouldwouldwould grantgrantgrant bothbothboth aaa larger,larger,larger, moremoremore energeticenergeticenergetic perspective.perspective.perspective. 
adVIsed hIS Illtellectuals belllg prISsyMoreover,Moreover,Moreover, RlesmanRlesmanRlesman adVisedadVised fellowhiShiS fellowfellow tolIltelJectualslIltelJectuals toto stopstopstop sobClllgbClllg soso prissyprissy 

111111In theIr worryIngantagol1lsmtheirtheir antagol1lsmantagol1lsm tototo massmassmass culture,culture,culture, andandand 'to'to'to stopstopstop aboutworrYlllgworrYlllg aboutabout whetherwhetherwhether 
theIr IIIjudgmentstheirtheir judgmentsjudgments areareare approvedapprovedapproved the111111 thethe marketmarketmarket placeplaceplace ororor thethethe ballotballotballot box,box,box, tototo 

Independentpursuepursuepursue truthtruthtruth asasas men,ll1dependentll1dependent men,men, affectlllgaffectlllgaffectlllg societysocietysociety asasas modelsmodelsmodels ofofof autonomy,autonomy,autonomy, 
vIctors thisthisthis publIc Issuepublicpublic IssueIssue ororor that'.67that'.67notnotnot asasas onvlctorsvlctors onon tha1'.67 
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commUnIcateAsAsAs ImportantImportantImportant asasas thethethe IdeasIdeasIdeas thatthatthat RlcsmanRlcsmanRlcsman presumedpresumedpresumed tototo forcommUIllcatecommUIllcate forfor 
Time,Time,Time, waswaswas thethethe ImageImageImage thatthatthat hehehe waswaswas glVenglVenglVen bybyby mIddlebrowmIddlebrowmIddlebrow culture.culture.culture. InInIn ananan 
mformatlOnmformatlOninformatIon boxboxbox entitledentitledentitled 'An'AnAn AutonomousAutonomousAutonomous Man',Man',Man', thethethe magazmemagazmemagazIne offeredofferedoffered 
bIOgraphICal hIghlIghted knowledge,mformatIonblOgraphlcalblOgraphlcal mformatIonmformatIon thatthatthat Rlesman'shlghllghtedhlghllghted Rlesman'sRlesman's breadthbreadthbreadth ofofof kno\vledge,kno\vledge, 
thethethe non-specIalizednon-specIalizednon-specIalized of'lIngo''lIngo' ofof hIShIShIS prose,prose,prose, andandand hIShIShIS refusalrefusalrefusal tototo nsense theInIn thethe hothothot aIraIraIr 
balloon ofbalJoonbalJoon ofof purepurepure theory.theory.theory. RlesmanRlesmanRlesman becamebecamebecame thethethe mtellectualmtellectualmtellectual asasas Everyman,Everyman,Everyman, 

WIth famJly, lIvmg 

'lmgo' rIse m 

comfortablecomfortablecomfortable hiswIthwIth hishis largelargelarge andandand actIveactIveactIve famIly,famIly, mhVInghVIng mm ChIcagoChIcagoChIcago WIthWIthWIth twotwotwo 
summerIngservantsservantsservants andandand onsummeringsummering onon aaa Brattleboro,Brattleboro,Brattleboro, VermontVermontVermont daIrydaIrydaIry farm.farm.farm. HeHeHe waswaswas alsoalsoalso 

c!othmg,aaa 'VIgOroUS,'VIgOroUS,'VIgOroUS, competent'competent'competent' tenmstenmstenms player,player,player, aaa manmanman attunedattunedattuned tototo food,clothmg,clothmg, food,food, goodgoodgood 
wme andWIneWIne andand aaa fanfanfan ofofof mOVIesmOVIesmovIes ('but('but('but notnotnot "message""message""message" mOVIes,mOVIes,mOVIes, becausebecausebecause mOVIes'mOVIes'movIes' 
properproperproper messagemessagemessage ISISIS thethethe "ennchment"ennchment"ennchment ofofof fantasy"fantasy"fantasy" ,)68,)68,)68 Indeed,Indeed,Indeed, thethethe TimeTimeTime profileprofileprofile 
hadhadhad transformedtransformedtransformed thethethe mtellectualalienatedalienated mtellectualmtellectual mtomtomto aaa parallelparallelparallel versionversionversion ofofof thethethe thenthenthen 
emergmgemergmgemergmg 'Playboy''Playboy''Playboy' male,male,male, butbutbut softenedsoftenedsoftened bybyby aaa pinchpinchpinch ofofof thethethe idealidealideal father,father,father, forforfor 

alJenated 

consumptIOn appreciatIOn mIddle-classbetterbetterbetter andconsumptlonconsumptlon andand byappreclatlOnappreclatlOn byby readers.lmddle-classlmddle-class readers.readers. 696969 

ByByBy 1956,1956,1956, agamagamagam beforebeforebefore SputmkSputmkSputmk hadhadhad beenbeenbeen launched,launched,launched, thethethe reformationreformationreformation ofofof thethethe 
Image ofofof thethethe lI1tellectual waswaswas wellwellwell underunderunder way.way.way. appearedArtlclesArtlcles appearedappeared Inrmagermage mtellectualmtellectual ArtIcles twomm twotwo 

publications Intellectualexemplaryexemplaryexemplary mIddlebrowmIddlebrowmIddlebrow thatpublicatIonspublicatIons thatthat announcedannouncedannounced thethethe amtellectualmtellectual aa major,major,major, 
positIvepositIvepositIve forceforceforce Il1 Americanmm AmericanAmerican culturalculturalcultural andandand politIcal life.politICalpolitICal life.life. AAA NewsweekNewsweekNewsweek covercovercover 

wearIng paJrdepicteddepicteddepicted ananan eggeggegg aweanngweanng aa ofpaIrpaIr ofof dark-frameddark-frameddark-framed glasses.glasses.glasses. TheTheThe accompanYIngaccompanYIngaccompanYIng 
affectIOnately werewerewere nownownowstorystorystory foundfoundfound thatthatthat IntellectualsIntellectualsIntellectuals --- VIewedaffectlOnatelyaffectlOnately VIewedVIewed asasas eggheadseggheadseggheads --

'in'in'in thethethe lImehght,lImehght,llmelIght, andandand somewhatsomewhatsomewhat favorablyfavorablyfavorably so'.so'.so'. InInIn fact,fact,fact, eveneveneven PreSIdentPreSIdentPreSIdent 
LatmEIsenhower,EIsenhower,EIsenhower, whenwhenwhen aaa reporterreporterreporter notIcednotIcednotIced thatthatthat hehehe hadhadhad aaa mottoLatInLatIn mottomotto ononon hIShIShIS desk,desk,desk, 

waswaswas ableableable tototo Joke,Joke,Joke, 'That'That'That provesprovesproves I'mI'mI'm ananan egghead'.egghead'.egghead'. NotNotNot onlyonlyonly couldcouldcould EisenhowerEisenhowerEisenhower 
nownownow eggheadclall11clall11 eggheadegghead status,status,status, butbutbut asasas NewsweekNewsweekNewsweek clearlyclearlyclearly indicated,indicated,indicated, eggheadseggheadseggheads werewerewereclaIm 

wIthmpowerfulpowerfulpowerful forcesforcesforces bothwithmwithm bothboth parties,parties,parties, pIcturingpIcturingpIcturing RepublicanRepublicanRepublican intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals 'on'on'on 
firIng lIne' DemocratIcthethethe lirmglirmg and1ll1e'1ll1e' andand ImportantImportantImportant thinkers,DemocratICDemocratIC thinkers,thinkers, includingincludingincluding ArthurArthurArthur M.M.M. 

SchleSIngerSchleSInger JJ andrr andand JohnJohnJohn KennethKennethKenneth GalbraithGalbraithGalbraith 707070 

InInIn thethethe samesamesame year,year,year, TimeTimeTime magazinemagazinemagazine chIppedchIppedchIpped ininin withwithwith aaa covercovercover storystorystory entitledentitledentitled 
'Amenca'Amenca'Amenca andandand thethethe Intellectual:Intellectual:Intellectual: TheTheThe Reconciliation',Reconciliation',Reconciliation', withwithwith ColumbiaColumbiaColumbia 

Schlesmger Jr 

flameUniversityUniversityUniversity culturalculturalcultural hIstorianhIstorianhIstorian JacquesJacquesJacques BarzunBarzunBarzun andandand thethethe ofnamename ofof knowledgeknowledgeknowledge 
burningburningburning bnghtly onbrIghtlybrIghtly onon thethethe cover.cover.cover. TheTheThe upshotupshotupshot ofofof thisthisthis story,story,story, mimickingmimickingmimicking thethethe 
emphaSISemphaSISemphaSIS ofofof thethethe symposIUm 'OursympOSIUmsympOSIUm 'Our'Our CountryCountryCountry andandand OurOurOur Culture',Culture',Culture', waswaswas thatthatthat 
Amenca'sAmenca'sAmenca's Import,antImport,antImport,ant intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals Barzun,Barzun,Barzun, Niebuhr,Niebuhr,Niebuhr, WalterWalterWalter LIppmann,LIppmann,LIppmann, 
Trillll1g,Trillll1g,Trillll1g, SidneySidneySidney HookHookHook andandand PaulPaulPaul TillichTillichTillich --- hadhadhad movedmovedmoved fromfromfrom 'protest''protest''protest' tototo 
'affirmation'.'affirmation'.'affirmation'. EquallyEquallyEqually important,important,important, intellectuals,intellectuals,intellectuals, 111111111 embracingembracingembracing America,America,America, werewerewere 
discovenngdiscovenngdiscovenng thatthatthat AmencaAmencaAmenca waswaswas moremoremore thanthanthan willingwillingwilling tototo hughughug themthemthem ininin return.return.return. TheTheThe 
intellectualintellectualintellectual IS,IS,IS, concludedconcludedconcluded Time,Time,Time, closerclosercloser thanthanthan evereverever beforebeforebefore tototo assumingassumingassuming thethethe rolerolerole 
hehehe ongll1allyongll1allyongll1ally playedplayedplayed ininin Amenca:Amenca:Amenca: 'the'the'the criticalcriticalcritical butbutbut sympatheticsympatheticsympathetic --- andandand whollywhollywholly 
ll1dispensablell1dispensablell1dispensable --- bearerbearerbearer ofofof America'sAmerica'sAmerica's message', Barzunmessage'.message'. BarzunBarzun characterizedcharacterizedcharacterized thethethe 
essentIal propertyessentialessential propertyproperty or thISofof thISthIS message,message,message, borrowingborrowingborrowing aaa phrasephrasephrase fromfromfrom F.F.F. ScottScottScott 

willIngness heart,.7]Fitzgerald,Fitzgerald,Fitzgerald, asasas 'a'a'a ofwillll1gnesswillll1gness ofof thethethe heart,.71heart,.71 
OneOneOne wouldwouldwould presumepresumepresume thatthatthat AmericanAmericanAmerican intellectuals,intellectuals,intellectuals, asasas presentedpresentedpresented bybyby TimeTimeTime 

andandand Newsweek,Newsweek,Newsweek, wouldwouldwould atatat lastlastlast restrestrest comfortablycomfortablycomfortably withwithwith theirtheirtheir idealidealideal functionfunctionfunction ofofof 
connectedconnectedconnected cntics,cntics,cntics, 'critIcal'critIcal'critIcal butbutbut sympathetic'.sympathetic'.sympathetic'. AfterAfterAfter all,all,all, wasn'twasn'twasn't thatthatthat preciselypreciselyprecisely 
whatwhatwhat Schlesll1gerSchlesll1gerSchlesll1ger hadhadhad bemoanedbemoanedbemoaned withwithwith thethethe defeatdefeatdefeat ofofof StevensonStevensonStevenson andandand thethethe turnturnturn 
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1952?1952? Intellectual 
newfoundnewfoundnewfound celebrauon ofcelebrationcelebration ofof thethethe intellectuaLintellectuaLintellectuaL was 
agaInst theaga1l1staga1l1st thethe intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals ininin 1952" YetYetYet thethethe responsemtellectualmtellectual responseresponse tototo thisthisthis 

bybyby SchlesingerSchlesingerSchlesinger andandand others,others,others, \vas\vas 
agItatedagItatedagItated ratherratherrather thanthanthan excitedexcitedexcited SchlesingerSchlesingerSchlesinger f~Jund thefoundfound thethe recentrecentrecent articlesarticlesarticles ononon 

reconciliation InsulTiclentlymtellectualsmtellectualsmtellectuals tototo bebebe tootootoo strongstrongstrong ononon andreconcIliationreconcIliation andand appreciativemsulTiclentlymsulTiclently appreciativeappreciative 
responSibility critiCizeofofof thethethe ofresponSibIlityresponSibIlity ofof intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals tototo atcritiCIzecritiCIze atat thethethe dropdropdrop ofofof thethethe hat.hat.hat. Thus,Thus,Thus, 

SchlesInger announcedSch!es1l1gerSch!es1l1ger announcedannounced thethethe needneedneed (one(one(one thatthatthat thethethe popularpopularpopular journalsjournalsjournals hadhadhad 
underplayed)underplayed)underplayed) ofofof recognizingrecognizingrecognizing thethethe varietyvarietyvariety ofofof functionsfunctionsfunctions andandand viewsviewsviews ofofof 
intellectuals.intellectuals.intellectuals. DifferentDifferentDifferent functionsfunctionsfunctions were required histOricalhistOrical\vere\vere atrequIredrequIred atat differentdifferentdifferent histoncal 
moments.moments.moments. PresentlyPresentlyPresently mostmostmost In need,need,need, accordingaccordingaccording tototo Schlesinger,Schlesinger,Schlesinger, waswaswas 'the'the'themm 

EchOIng Schlesll1gerIntellectualIntellectualIntellectual asasas Gadfly'.Gadfly'.Gadfly'. theEchomgEchomg thethe IdeasIdeasIdeas ofofof Howe,Howe,Howe, withwithwith whomwhomwhom SchleslI1gerSchleslI1ger 
sharedsharedshared stronglystronglystrongly anti-StahI1lstanti-StalIl1Istanti-StalIl1Ist feehngs butbutbut relatively Schlesll1gerfeelmgsfeelmgs littlerelatlvelyrelatlvely littlelittle else,else,else, SchleslI1gerSchleslI1ger 

In ananan ageageage ofofof conformityconformityconformity andandand complacencycomplacencycomplacency 'the'the'the grouchgrouchgrouch andandandproclaimedproclaimedproclaimed thatthatthat 111111 

non-constructive critiC,thethethe grumbler,grumbler,grumbler, thethethe soursoursour pusspusspuss andandand thethethe curmudgeon,curmudgeon,curmudgeon, thethethe non-constructIvenon-constructIve critic,critic, 
vOIce necessary,thethethe ofVOIceVOIce ofof dissentdissentdissent andandand thethethe voicevoicevoice ofofof protest'protest'protest' werewerewere mostmostmost Strangenecessary.necessary. StrangeStrange 

musIngs IntellectuaLcomingmUS1l1gsmUS1l1gs comingcoming fromfromfrom aaa StevensonStevensonStevenson confidantconfidantconfidant andandand whoII1tellectuaLII1tellectuaL whowho hadhadhad aaa fewfewfew 
revitahze liberahsmyearsyearsyears earherearherearher pubhshedpubhshedpubhshed aaa bookbookbook thatthatthat attemptedattemptedattempted tototo revitalIzerevitalIze asliberalIsmliberalIsm asas TheTheThe 

SchlesmgerVitalVitalVital CenterCenterCenter (1949).(1949).(1949). ApparentlyApparentlyApparently wantedSchles1l1gerSchles1l1ger wantedwanted tototo bebebe wanted,wanted,wanted, asasas muchmuchmuch 
asasas hehehe desireddesireddesired thethethe electorateelectorateelectorate tototo havehavehave hadhadhad thethethe sensesensesense tototo electelectelect Stevenson.Stevenson.Stevenson. ButButBut 

lJ1tellectualswhenwhenwhen thethethe middlebrowmiddlebrowmiddlebrow publicpublicpublic startedstartedstarted tototo 'affirm''affirm''affirm' thethethe valuevaluevalue ofofof notII1tellectualsII1tellectuals notnot 
unlikeunlikeunlike Schlesinger,Schlesinger,Schlesinger, albeitalbeitalbeit asasas affirmersaffirmersaffirmers moremoremore thanthanthan dissenters,dissenters,dissenters, SchleslJ1gerSchlesmgerSchlesmger 

1960s, self-proclallnedquicklyquicklyquickly distanceddistanceddistanced himself.himself.himself. Similarly,Similarly,Similarly, ininin thethethe II the960s,960s, thethe apostleself-proclaImedself-proclaImed apostleapostle 
ofofof thethethe avant-garde,avant-garde,avant-garde, IrvingIrvingIrving Howe,Howe,Howe, hadhadhad shelteredshelteredsheltered hImselfhImselfhImself fromfromfrom thethethe avantavantavant
gardismgardismgardism ofofof thethethe counter-culturalcounter-culturalcounter-cultural generation.generation.generation. 727272 

anxietIesTodayTodayToday wewewe havehavehave travelledtravelledtravelled aaa considerableconsiderableconsiderable distancedistancedistance fromfromfrom thethethe aboutanxietiesanxieties aboutabout 
status,status,status, distinctionsdistinctionsdistinctions betweenbetweenbetween culturalculturalcultural forms,forms,forms, thaiandandand fearfearfear ofofof massmassmass culturecultureculture thatthat 
defineddefineddefined thethethe post-warpost-warpost-war intellectuals.intellectuals.intellectuals. Now,Now,Now, ititit isisis aaa givengivengiven thatthatthat thethethe lineslineslines betweenbetweenbetween 

offlUldhighhighhigh andandand lowlowlow culturecultureculture areareare artificialartificialartificial constructs,constructs,constructs, mattersmattersmatters ofof relationsflUIdflUId relationsrelations ratherratherrather 
thanthanthan fixedfixedfixed categories.categories.categories. IfIfIf thethethe post-warpost-warpost-war intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals usedusedused thethethe figurefigurefigure ofofof massmassmass 

defineculturecultureculture asasas aaa bogeyman,bogeyman,bogeyman, asasas somethingsomethingsomething vaguevaguevague butbutbut dangerous,dangerous,dangerous, ininin orderorderorder tototo defInedefIne 
themselvesthemselvesthemselves asasas intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals engagedengagedengaged ininin worthyworthyworthy pursuits,pursuits,pursuits, thethethe intellectualintellectualintellectual ofofof 

nonono suchsuchsuch pOSition antagol11sm ororor anxIety.anxIety.anxIety. NowNowNow wewewe findfindfindtodaytodaytoday occupIesoccupIesoccupIes ofpOSItionpOSItion ofof antagonIsmantagonIsm 
mtellectuals asasas respectfulrespectfulrespectful ofofof thethethe bloodbloodblood drencheddrencheddrenched 'oeuvre''oeuvre''oeuvre' ofofof Quentll1II1tellectualsII1tellectuals Quent1l1Quent1l1 
Tarantmo KI1ldozerasTarant1l10Tarant1l10 asas ofofof thethethe novelsnovelsnovels ofofof JamesJamesJames Joyce,Joyce,Joyce, ofofof thethethe lyriCSlyriCSlyriCS ofofof asKJlldozerKJlldozer asas ofofof thethethe 
mUSIC ofmusIcmusIc ofof Mahler.Mahler.Mahler. And,And,And, notnotnot surpnsmgly,surpnsmgly,surpnsmgly, wewewe encounterencounterencounter PnncetonPnncetonPnnceton UnIversItyUnIversItyUnIversIty 

about 'Bel11gnprofessorprofessorprofessor ofofof literatureliteratureliterature ElameElameElame ShowalterShowalterShowalter talkll1gtalkll1gtalkll1g about'about' dysfunctIonBel1lgnBel1lgn dysfunctIondysfunctIon 
andandand unreqUItedunreqUItedunreqUIted lovelovelove 111111111 moviethethethe all-maleall-maleall-male household'household'household' ofofof thethethe latestlatestlatest BatmanBatmanBatman InmOVIemOVIe InIn 
aaa TLSTLSTLS reVlew.reVlew.reVlew. 737373 

dist1l1gUlshes 1l1tellectualWhat,What,What, then,then,then, thedistmgUIshesdistmgUIshes thethe of1l1tellcctual1l1tellcctual ofof today')today')today') InInIn whatwhatwhat vaultvaultvault docsdocsdocs hIShIShIS 
capItal abdity n":\VJgateororor herherher 1l1tellectual1l1tellectual1l1tellectual reSIde?capita!capita! reSIde?reSIde? TheTheThe toabilityability toto betweennavIgatenavIgate betweenbetween levelslevelslevels ofofof 

dlstll1gUlsh bebebe thethetheculture,culture,culture, WIthoutWIthoutWIthout worrY1l1gworrY1l1gworrY1l1g tototo betweendIstll1gUlShdIstll1gUlSh betweenbetween them,them,them, appearsappearsappears tototo 
1l1tellectual, wlthlllmarkmarkmark thatthatthat definesdefinesdefines thethethe functionfunctionfunction ofofof thethethe 'postmodern''postmodern''postmodern' bothll1tellectual,ll1tellectual, bothboth WlthlllWlthlll 
ll1tellectualandandand outSIdeoutSIdeoutSIde academe.academe.academe. TheTheThe primaryprimaryprimary ImperativeImperativeImperative ofofof thethethe ISIIltellectualIIltellectual ISIS tototo engageengageengage 

111111111 1l1terpretatlon strikes fancy,brillIantbrillIantbrillIant flIghtsflIghtsflIghts ofofof oflI1terpretatlonlI1terpretatlon ofof whateverwhateverwhatever hISstnkesstnkes hIShIS ororor herherher Thefancy.fancy. TheThe 
condemnationcondemnationcondemnation thatthatthat HaroldHaroldHarold RosenbergRosenbergRosenberg onceonceonce uttereduttereduttered agamst DWIghtagall1stagall1st DWIghtDWIght 
Macdonald,Macdonald,Macdonald, thatthatthat hehehe waswaswas aaa 'kitsch''kitsch''kitsch' CriticCriticCritic becausebecausebecause hehehe spentspentspent sososo muchmuchmuch timetimetime 
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grubbmg aroundgrubbinggrubbing aroundaround kitschkitschkitsch artefactsartefactsartefacts hashashas lostlostlost itsitsits stmg.stmg.stmg. 747474 TodayTodayToday thethethe mtellectualmtellectualmtellectual 
eqUlpment mterpretatIonbringsbringsbrings thethethe ofequIpmentequIpment ofof whereverinterpretatIoninterpretatIon whereverwherever hehehe ororor shesheshe travels.travels.travels. 

Yet JtYctYct JtJt shouldshouldshould notnotnot bebebe presumedpresumedpresumed thatthatthat thethethe anxietyanxietyanxiety ofofof successsuccesssuccess thatthatthat plaguedplaguedplagued 
vanJshed, Jtselfpost-warpost-warpost-war intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals hashashas althoughvanIshed,vanIshed, althoughalthough ItItIt maymaymay nownownow expressexpressexpress mItselfItself mm aaa 

'tragJC predJcament'formformform differentdifferentdifferent fromfromfrom thethethe 'tragIc'tragIc thatpredicament'predicament' thatthat HofstadterHofstadterHofstadter posited.posited.posited. OftenOftenOften 
then ofT financIally,securesecuresecure ininin academIctheIrtheIr academIcacademIc bailiwicks,bailiwicks,bailiwicks, relatIvelyrelatIvelyrelatIvely wellwellwell offoff thefinancially,financially, thethe currentcurrentcurrent 

mtellectualsgenerationgenerationgeneration ofofof successfulsuccessfulsuccessful academJcacademJcacademJc wanderIntellectualsIntellectuals wanderwander WIthWIthWIth theIrtheIrtheIr toolstoolstools ofofof 
interpretatIon throughoutinterpretationinterpretation throughoutthroughout thethethe culturalculturalcultural landscape,landscape,landscape, thethethe mountainsmountainsmountains asasas wellwellwell asasas 

politIcallythethethe valleys,valleys,valleys, butbutbut theytheythey remamremamremam concernedconcernedconcerned thatthatthat suchsuchsuch trekstrekstreks bebebe relevant,politicallypolitically relevant,relevant, 
academIcfullyfullyfully concentratedconcentratedconcentrated critiquescritiquescritiques ofofof power.power.power. IfIfIf intellectualsacademICacademIC intellectualsintellectuals mcreasinglymcreasinglymcreasingly 

Incapable tak111g 111seemseemseem ofmcapablemcapable ofof pleasuretakll1gtakll1g pleasurepleasure themm thethe texttexttext ofofof greatgreatgreat worksworksworks ofofof art,art,art, theytheythey seemseemseem 
alsoalsoalso tototo bebebe increasinglyincreasinglyincreasingly concernedconcernedconcerned aboutaboutabout thethethe dangerdangerdanger ofofof enjoylllg popularenjoymgenjoymg popularpopular 

tootootoo uncrJtlcally. ThISThISThIS leadsleadsleads tototo aaa newnewnew verSIOnculturecultureculture uncntlcally.uncntlcally. ofversIOnversIOn ofof Rosenberg'sRosenberg'sRosenberg's 
'slummIng''slummIng''siummlllg' aboutaboutabout III popular111111 popularpopular culturecultureculture theWithWith thethe purposepurposepurpose ofofof demonstratingdemonstratingdemonstratingwIth 

tIresomebnllJantlybnllJantlybnllJantly andandand atatat lengthtiresometiresome lengthlength ItSItSItS negatIvenegatIvenegatIve aspects,aspects,aspects, ororor atatat least,least,least, itsitsits 
dIaleCtIcal propensItIes.dIalectIcaldIalectIcal propensItIes.propensItIes. 

successfulllltellectuallllAsAsAs forforfor thethethe anxIetyanxIetyanxIety ofofof thethethe successfulsuccessful mtellectualmtellectual searchInIn searchsearch ofofof relevance,relevance,relevance, thatthatthat 
fascmationfascmation wIth beingbeingbeing aaa 'public'public'publicenterprIse ISenterpriseenterprise ISIS expressedexpressedexpressed ininin thethethe currentcurrentcurrent fasclllation WIthWIth 

speaklllg maklllgintellectual',intellectual',intellectual', withwithwith tospeakmgspeakmg toto aaa widerwiderwider audIence,audIence,audIence, withwithwith amakmgmakmg aa differencedifferencedifference 
bothbothboth outsJdeoutsJdewithIn andwlthll1wlthll1 andand outSIde thethethe academy.academy.academy. ThISThISThIS isisis aaa newnewnew versionversionversion ofofof thethethe 

authonty.intellectuals'intellectuals'intellectuals' searchsearchsearch forforfor ThusauthOrity.authOrity. ThusThus havehavehave academicacademicacademic intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals ininin thethethe 
llltOlastlastlast decadedecadedecade InInIn AmencaAmencaAmenca transformedtransformedtransformed themselvesthemselvesthemselves warriorsmtomto warriorswarriors forforfor politicalpoliticalpolitical 

diversity.correctnesscorrectnesscorrectness andandand OfdiversIty.diversIty. OfOf coursecoursecourse ItItIt isisis betterbetterbetter tototo bebebe correctcorrectcorrect thanthanthan incorrect,incorrect,incorrect, 
cliverse III thenthentheIr zealzealzeal tototo proveproveprove theirtheirtheir worth,worth,worth, tototoratherdIversedIverse ratherrather thanthanthan monolithic.monolithic.monolithic. ButButBut mm 

mstitutionalquestIonquestIonquestIon thethethe veryveryvery forumIl1stitutionalIl1stitutional forumforum thatthatthat hashashas allowedallowedallowed themthemthem aaa modicummodicummodicum ofofof 
successsuccesssuccess andandand comfort,comfort,comfort, manymanymany academicacademicacademic intellectualsintellectualsintellectuals riskriskrisk fallingfallingfalling intointointo linelineline asasas aaa 

mlllds', sensesensesense ofofof thethethe'herd'herd'herd ofofof IndependentIndependentIndependent WIthoutmll1ds',mll1ds', WIthoutWIthout aaa deliciouslydeliciouslydeliciously developeddevelopeddeveloped
Irony,Irony,Irony, angstangstangst andandand dIstancedIstancedIstance thatthatthat helpedhelpedhelped tototo definedefinedefine post-warpost-warpost-war intellectuals.intellectuals.intellectuals.

tIme, llltellectuais'Perhaps,Perhaps,Perhaps, ininin thetime,time, thethe post-warpost-warpost-war non-absolutistIntellectuals'Intellectuals' non-absolutistnon-absolutist butbutbut authoritativeauthoritativeauthoritative 
discourse,discourse,discourse, deifyingdeifyingdeifying thethethe IdealsIdealsIdeals ofofof thethethe modernistmodernistmodernist avant-garde,avant-garde,avant-garde, upholdingupholdingupholding thethethe 

barrIerstransformativetransformativetransformative powerpowerpower ofofof greatgreatgreat literatureliteratureliterature againstagainstagainst ofbarnersbarners ofof class,class,class, raceracerace andandand 
speaklllggender,gender,gender, andandand inspeakll1gspeakll1g inin termstermsterms ofofof traditionstraditionstraditions ofofof criticismcriticismcriticism andandand alienationalienationalienation mightmightmight 

makemakemake aaa comeback.comeback.comeback. IfIfIf so,so,so, thenthenthen thethethe tensionstensionstensions andandand concernsconcernsconcerns thatthatthat thethethe post-warpost-warpost-war 
111tellectuals exemplifiedIl1tellectualsIl1tellectuals exemplifiedexemplified maymaymay proveproveprove tototo bebebe productive,productive,productive, ififif theirtheirtheir stalestalestale descentdescentdescent 

lllterpretiveintointointo aaa deeplydeeplydeeply dugdugdug ditchIl1terpretiveIl1terpretive ditchditch cancancan bebebe avoided.avoided.avoided. 
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17� ESpec1ally Trilling'sTrilling'sTrilling's laterlaterlater ambIvalentambIvalentambIvalent relationshIprelationshIprelationshIp tototo modernIsm's1717 helpfulEsprvClallyEsprvClally helpfulhelpful ononon modermsm'smodermsm's 
15 KrupnIck, Triffing oj CullUraladversarialadversarialadversarial culturecultureculture MarkISIS MarkMark LionelKrupmck,Krupmck, LionelLionel andTrillingTrilling andand thethethe FateFateFate ofof CulTUralCulTUral 

UniverSItyCriticism,Criticism,Criticism, Evanston,Evanston,Evanston, NorthwesternNorthwesternNorthwestern Press,UniversItyUniversIty Press,Press, 1986,1986,1986, pp.pp.pp. 135-54.135-54.135-54. 
18� CoffectedC.1818 C.C. Greenberg,Greenberg,Greenberg, TheTheThe EssaysCollectedCollected EssaysEssays andandand Criticism.Criticism.Criticism. PerceptionsPerceptionsPerceptions andandand Judgments,Judgments,Judgments, 

O'BrIen (ed.), UnIversity193919391939 1944,1944,1944, JohnJohnJohn O'BnenO'Bnen ChIcago,(cd.),(cd.), ChIcago,ChIcago, ofUmversityUmversity ofof ChIcagoChIcagoChIcago Press,Press,Press, 1986,1986,1986, 
ojH.H.H. Arendt,Arendt,Arendt, TheTheThe OriginsOriginsOrigins Totalitarianism,ofof Totalitarianism,Totalitarianism, Cleveland,Cleveland,Cleveland, MeridIanMeridIanMeridIan Books,Books,Books, 1962.1962.1962. 
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Rmehan,AuthorityAuthorityAuthority bybyby EnchEnchEnch FrommFrommFromm (New(New(New York,York,York, 1941).RInehart,RInehart, 1941).1941). ThISThISThIS work,work,work, withwithwith ItSItSItS 

ahenated mdivldualemphasisemphasisemphasis ononon thethethe mindabenatedabenated mindmind andandand anXIOUSanXIOUSanXIOUS inIndiVIdualIndiVIdual inin searchsearchsearch ofofof meanIngmeanIngmeanIng 
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