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MaryMary MidgleyMidgley ss aimaim inin "Brutality"Brutality andand Senti ­Senti ­
mentality"mentality" isis toto maintainmaintain thatthat "the"the notionnotion 
thatthat itit isis sentimentalsentimental toto attributeattribute feelingsfeelings 
toto animalsanimals isis prettypretty confused,confused, becausebecause itit isis 
aa chargecharge againstagainst thethe motivesmotives ofof thethe attri ­attri ­
butors,butors, notnot reallyreally againstagainst whatwhat theythey say."lsay."l 
NotNot unlikeunlike thethe argumentargument inin herher BeastBeast andand ManMan 
(1978),(1978), Midgley'sMidgley's positionposition herehere makesmakes anan -- ­-- ­
epistemologicallyepistemologically boldbold assumption:assumption: itit isis 
justjust asas plausibleplausible forfor oneone toto saysay thatthat hehe oror 
sheshe cancan identifyidentify feelingsfeelings inin nonhumannonhuman animalsanimals 
asas itit isis toto attemptattempt thethe samesame featfeat withwith otherother 
humans.humans. If,If, asas isis generallygenerally accepted,accepted, oneone 
hashas warrantwarrant forfor inferringinferring fromfrom one'sone's ownown 
experienceexperience thethe feelingsfeelings ofof otherother humans,humans, 
thenthen aa likelike inferenceinference aboutabout thethe feelingsfeelings 
ofof nonhumannonhuman animalsanimals alsoalso properlyproperly cancan bebe 
made.made. 
Unfortunately,Unfortunately, HidgleyHidgley skirt!!skirt!! somesome basicbasic 
issues;issues; asas aa result,result, sheshe doesdoes notnot makemake aa 
persuas~vepersuas~ve case.case. ItIt mustmust bebe recognizedrecognized thatthat 
aa challengechallenge toto human-centeredhuman-centered thinkingthinking isis 
anan importantimportant issueissue inin ph,ilosophyph,ilosophy andand theolo!Ftheolo!F 
today;today; butbut forfor oneone toto v~ewv~ew thethe problemproblem ofof 'bru­'bru­
tality"tality" andand "sentimentality""sentimentality" asas anan ei"Jpiricalei"Jpirical 
oneone isis toto blurblur thethe distinctiondistinction whichwhich obtainsobtains 
betweenbetween activityactivity andand agency.agency. BehaviorBehavior cancan bebe 
observedobserved and,and, atat leastleast inin somesome ways,ways, itit cancan 
bebe measuredmeasured empirically;empirically; butbut whatwhat wouldwould itit 
meanmean toto saysay thatthat aa "personality"personality trait"trait" isis 
anan empiricalempirical phenomenonphenomenon capablecapable ofof somesome kindkind 
ofof measurement?2measurement?2 tVhattVhat kindkind ofof "evidence""evidence" 
couldcould bebe providedprovided forfor aa determinationdetermination ofof thethe 
naturenature ofof one'sone's motivesmotives inin actingacting eithereither kindlykindly 
oror cruellycruelly towardtoward anyany creature?creature? HowHow cancan oneone 
determinedetermine whetherwhether andand toto whatwhat extentextent oneone 
"distorts""distorts" realityreality eithereither byby refusingrefusing toto adoptadopt 
aa sympatheticsympathetic attitudeattitude towardtoward nonhumannonhuman creaturescreatures 
oror byby projectingprojecting aa "brutal""brutal" imageimage ontoonto them?them? 
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Midgley'sMidgley's argumentargument begsbegs aa f·mdamentalf·mdamental ques­ques­

tion:tion: howhow doesdoes oneone knowknow thatthat differentdifferent modesmodes 
ofof existenceexistence (e.g.,(e.g., aa humanhuman andand aa wolf)wolf) havehave 
experiencesexperiences whichwhich areare closelyclosely enoughenough relatedrelated 
toto warrantwarrant inferencesinferences ofof thethe sortsort MidgleyMidgley 
wisheswishes toto make?make? ItIt isis oneone thingthing toto saysay thatthat 
"notions"notions likelike fear,fear, anger,anger, pleasure,pleasure, etc.,etc., 
werewere notnot inventedinvented inin oror forfor anan exclusivelyexclusively
humanhuman worldworld ........ theythey grewgrew upup inin aa thoroughlythoroughly 
publicpublic worldworld inhabitedinhabited byby manymany speciesspecies ...... "3;"3; 
itit isis quitequite aa differentdifferent thingthing toto conflateconflate 
"notion""notion" andand "experience,""experience," andand thenthen toto 
concludeconclude fromfrom thethe aboveabove assertionassertion aboutabout thethe 
publicitypublicity ofof fear,fear, anger,anger, andand pleasure,pleasure,
thatthat "species"species solipsismsolipsism isis nono moremore con­con­
vincingvincing thanthan thethe personalpersonal kind."4kind."4 InIn orderorder 
toto makemake aa convin.convin. LngLng argument,argument, MidgleyMidgley mustmust 
showshow decisivelydecisively tnattnat herher pOpitionpOpition doesdoes notnot 
"distort""distort" reality;reality; but,but, givengiven thethe wayway sheshe 
hashas decideddecided toto addressaddress thisthis issue,issue, itit wouldwould 
seemseem thatthat suchsuch aa tasktask isis inin principleprinciple impos­impos­
siblesible forfor herher toto realize.realize. WhileWhile Midgley'sMidgley's
intentionsintentions areare withoutwithout doubtdoubt laudable,laudable, herher 
approachapproach toto the.the. problemproblem ofof human-nonhumanhuman-nonhuman 
relationsrelations cannotcannot provideprovide thethe resultsresults sheshe 
seeks.seeks. MuchMuch moremore workwork remainsremains toto bebe done.done. 
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