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DuringDuring investigationsinvestigations onon thethe factorsfactors associatedassociated withwith treetree failurefailure ofof giantgiant sequoiasequoia (Sequoia(Sequoia 
gigantea),gigantea), PoriaPoria incrassataincrassata (Berk.(Berk. && Curt.)Curt.) BurtBurt (Synonyms:(Synonyms: SerpulaSerpula i.llcrassatai.llcrassata (Berk.(Berk. && 
Curt.)Curt.) DonkDonk andand MeruliporiaMeruliporia incrassataincrassata (Berk.(Berk. && Curt.)Curt.) Murr.)Murr.) waswas foundfound associatedassociated withwith 
rootroot andand buttbutt rotrot ofof twotwo fallen,fallen, oldold -growth-growth giantgiant sequoiasequoia treestrees atat thethe UniversityUniversity ofof CaliforniaCalifornia 
Whitaker'sWhitaker's ExperimentalExperimental Forest,Forest, adjacentadjacent toto Sequoia-KingsSequoia-Kings CanyonCanyon NationalNational Park.Park. AA sporophoresporophore 
ofof PoriaPoria incrassataincrassata waswas foundfound inin JuneJune 1975,1975, onon wetwet barkbark nearnear thethe lowerlower sideside ofof thethe buttbutt sectionsection LL 

ofof anan old-growthold-growth giantgiant sequoiasequoia treetree thatthat fellfell duringduring thethe winterwinter ofof 1964-65,1964-65, andand P.P. incrassataincrassata 
waswas culturedcultured fromfrom decayeddecayed woodwood inin thethe rootroot andand buttbutt sectionsection ofof aa nearby,nearby, old-=-growthold-=-growth giantgiant 
sequoiasequoia treetree thatthat fellfell duringduring thethe winterwinter ofof 1974-751974-75 (it(it waswas estimatedestimated thatthat 550/0550/0 ofof thethe rootroot systemsystem 
waswas inin anan advancedadvanced stagestage ofof decay).decay). BothBoth werewere identifiedidentified asas PoriaPoria incrassataincrassata byby Mrs.Mrs. FrancesFrances 
LombardLombard andand Dr.Dr. H.H. H.H. Burdsall,Burdsall, Jr.Jr. MycologicalMycological informationinformation aboutabout thethe organismorganism cancan bebe foundfound 
inin HumphreyHumphrey (3),(3), DavidsonDavidson andand LombardLombard (1),(1), LoweLowe (4),(4), andand VerrallVerrall (6).(6). 

incrassataP.P. inerassata hashas beenbeen primarilyprimarily foundfound decayingdecaying woodenwooden structuresstructures inin thethe southernsouthern coastalcoastal 
areasareas ofof thethe UnitedUnited States;States; however,however, itit hashas alsoalso beenbeen reportedreported inin otherother areasareas ofof thethe UnitedUnited 
States,States, includingincluding CaliforniaCalifornia (6).(6). P.P. incrassataincrassata hashas beenbeen ratedrated asas thethe mostmost destructivedestructive ofof thethe 
buildingbuilding decaysdecays (5).(5). ­­

P.P. incrassataincrassata hashas beenbeen infrequentlyinfrequently reportedreported onon livingliving oror fallenfallen treestrees (6).(6). InIn 1924,1924, E.E. P.P. 
Meinecke,Meinecke, W.W. W.W. Wagener,Wagener, andand L.L. S.S. GillGill collectedcollected sporophoressporophores ofof P.P. incrassataincrassata fromfrom twotwo 
livingliving coastcoast redwoodredwood treestrees andand fromfrom oneone fallenfallen coastcoast redwoodredwood treetree (records(records fromfrom thethe ForestForest 
DiseaseDisease HerbariumHerbarium ofof thethe PacificPacific .Southwest.Southwest ForestForest andand RangeRange ExperimentalExperimental Station.Station. U.U. S.S. 
DepartmentDepartment ofof Agriculture,Agriculture, P.P. O.O. BoxBox 245,245, Berkeley,Berkeley, CaliforniaCalifornia 94701).94701). DavidsonDavidson andand LombardLombard 
(1)(1) collectedcollected aa freshfresh sporophoresporophore ofof P.P. incrassataincrassata fromfrom aa Douglas-firDouglas-fir loglog inin thethe woods.woods. HeptingHepting 
(2)(2) listslists P.P. incrassataincrassata asas aa trunktrunk rotrot fungusfungus ofof AmericanAmerican hollyholly (Hex(Hex opaca).opaca). 

ThisfsThisfs believedbelieved toto bebe thethe firstfirst reportreport inin whichwhich P.P. incrassata\vasincrassata\vas foundfound directlydirectly associatedassociated 
withwith aa rootroot andand buttbutt rotrot ofof forestforest trees.trees. TheThe organism.organism. waswas isolatedisolated fromfrom decaydecay whichwhich appearedappeared 
cubicalcubical onon thethe crosscross section,section, butbut stringystringy inin charactercharacter whenwhen viewedviewed inin eithereither thethe tangentialtangential oror 
radialradial directions,directions, andand itit isis possiblepossible thatthat moremore thanthan oneone organismorganism waswas involvedinvolved inin thethe decay.decay. ToTo 
findfind thisthis particularparticular fungusfungus associatedassociated withwith twotwo recentlyrecently fallenfallen old-growthold-growth giantgiant sequoiasequoia treestrees isis 
causecause forfor somesome concern.concern. 
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