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(57) Abstract: A multicore fiber (].A) includes  a nlurality of cores (I 1A, 1IB) arranged m a matrix,. and single cladding
(21) surrounding the cores (11A, 11B). A n outer shape of a cross-section perpendicular to the longitudinal direction of
the cladding (21) is formed into a noncircular shape having the smallest diameter in a prescribed direction ana1 having
no recess. Two oOr more cores (liA, 11B) are arranged in a prescribed direction while a number of cores (liA, 11B)
outnumbering the number ofthe cores arranged in the prescribed direction are arranged in a direction perpendicular to the
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