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Abstract: New characters emerge in the population of microorganisms living in the extreme environments due to its 
adaptation to ecological association. The microorganisms living in saline habitat utilize complex nutrients by 
adopting different strategies in Deoxyribonucleic Acid (DNA) and Ribonucleic Acid (RNA), which are related to 
their metabolic and ecological diversities. Isolation and characterization of the organisms producing extracellular 
protease from such environment were the prime focus of this investigation, which can indicate the importance of 
metabolic diversity in phylogeny. Norberg medium was used to isolate halotolerant microorganisms from salt-cured 
skin. The isolates were screened for high activity of protease and the strain showing maximum activity of protease 
was taken for further studies. The biochemical characterization and 16s ribosomal RNA sequencing studies confirm 
that the isolate is Acinetobacter baumannii. Moreover, hydrolysis positive for starch and casein, negative for gelatin 
shows that the organism is a variant form of A. baumannii. Cell growth parameters such as pH and temperature were 
optimized and their values are 8 and 37oC respectively. The extracellular production of protease was optimized in 
the suitable medium and its enzyme activity was 165μg/ml/min. The results imply that the isolate had acquired 
operational genes through lateral gene transfer (LGT) probably from unrelated species in the environment. This 
indicates that the isolate identified possesses metabolic and ecological diversities with values of phylogenetic 
delineation. 
 
Keywords: Haloalkaliphilic, Extracellular protease, Phylogenetic diversity, Microbial population dynamics and 
Acinetobacter baumannii. 
 
 
1. Introduction 
 

The species Acinetobacter baumannii is a free-
living saprophyte, characterized as a Gram-negative, 
non-fermentative bacterium found ubiquitously in 
hospital environments [1]. Here we report a species 
which is in contrast to the A. baumannii having 
intermediary characters and that was not reported so far 
from this organism. Such new characteristics could be 
important in elucidating certain phylogenetic 
relationships within the family of Neisseriaceae. Until 
now, species of Acinetobacter genus is named based on 

distinguishable genotypic characteristics and 
consequently, seven genomic species have been named. 
In certain genotypes, the phenotypic characters merge 
and form phenotypic complex which is referred as A. 
calcoaceticus-A. baumannii complex [2, 3 & 4]. Due to 
the lack of classification methodology and confusion 
over phylogenetic character of this genus, 
Acinetobacter undergoes frequent taxonomic changes, 
and thus the delineation of species within this genus is 
still ongoing research [5, 6 & 7]. 

According to the Bergy’s Manual of Systematic 
Bacteriology, the genus Acinetobacter was grouped in 

Volume 1, Issue 1, July 2010 Research Article 
 

brought to you by COREView metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

provided by Journal of Advanced Laboratory Research in Biology

https://core.ac.uk/display/188610032?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1


Dynamics of Phylogenetic Diversity and its Influence                                                           Thiyagarajan et al 
 

J. Adv. Lab. Res. Biol.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             24 

the Neisseriaceae [8]; however, it was recently 
proposed to include in the family Moraxellaceae of 
superfamily II of Proteobacteria [9, 10 and 11]. 
Moreover, the classification of this genus into 
nutritional groups [12, 13] would be close but not a 
complete delineation of phylogeny of the organism 
because the true extent of the domains of microbial life 
in the environment is still obscure. Likewise, the 
classification of genera in term of species 
characterization confined to cell morphology, 
physiology, and pathogenesis alone may lead to 
arbitrary assumption on their phylogenetic diversity and 
gene expression profiles [14]. Also, the taxonomical 
hindrance of this genus inhibits the understanding of 
their significant biological properties and commercially 
important enzymes for industrial processes [1]. 
Therefore, underpinning the metabolic diversity with 
reference to their habitat of ecology will extend our 
knowledge of delineation of this genus. 

The purpose of the report is to define a member of 
the genus Acinetobacter having diversified new habitat 
and hence with some modified biochemical 
characteristics and differential gene expression. We 
propose that in addition to the conventional 
classification methods, the delineation of this genus 
based on species metabolic characteristics and 
ecological diversities would be more relevant to the 
organization of their phylogenies. 

 
2. Materials and Methods 

 
All the chemicals for the assay procedure and 

medium preparation were purchased from Sisco 
Research Laboratory (SRL), Himedia, India and Sigma 
Aldrich, USA. 

 
2.1 Isolation of halophilic and halotolerant and 

haloalkaliphilic bacteria  
The strains were isolated from salt-cured putrefied 

skin samples collected from the leather processing 
division of Central Leather Research Institute (CLRI) 
tannery, Chennai, India. The isolation was carried in 
Norberg medium (NM) [15] that contained the 
following in gram per liter; yeast extract, 1; MgCl2, 
4.88; KCl, 5; CaCl2, 0.175; NaCl, 10; and Agar, 20. 1 
ml of wash liquor obtained after shaking the soaked 
skin sample in an orbital shaker for 2 h was inoculated 
and incubated at 37ºC for 48 h in the aforesaid medium. 
The colonies were isolated by pour plate technique and 
individual colony was taken in the loop and was 
streaked on the Norberg agar plate. Then, the pure line 
colony was cultured.  

 
2.2 Screening for extracellular protease secretion 

and the growth of isolates in various salt 
concentrations 
In order to screen the strains at various salt 

concentrations based on the extracellular protease 

secretion and growth potential of all the isolates, NM 
was used as the screening medium supplemented with 
1% (w/v) casein solution. Isolates were inoculated in 
the plates containing Norberg agar as well as NaCl 
from 0 to 4M concentrations and the plates were kept 
for incubation at 37ºC for 24 h. The protease-producing 
efficacy was evaluated by measuring the zone area 
formed by radial diffusion on the NM agar plate 
according to modified Wikstrom et al., method [16]. 
The density of colony formation in the particular NaCl 
concentration was defined physically. 

 
2.3 Phenotypic identification  

The isolate producing the maximum level of 
protease activity was chosen for phenotypic characters. 
The colony characteristics, cell morphology, Gram-
staining reaction, nutritional susceptibility and other 
biochemical characteristics of the isolate were studied 
and the genus of the isolate was identified. 

 
2.4 Molecular identification 

The phenotypically identified genus producing 
extracellular protease with maximum activity was 
further analyzed by 16S rRNA amplification and 
nucleotide sequencing. The sequence after 
amplification was evaluated with Bioinformatics tools 
to identify the phylogenetic position and speciation of 
the strain GTCR407. The confirmed sequence was 
deposited in NCBI Gene Bank with accession no: 
GU319977. 

 
2.5 Assay for proteolytic activity 

The protease was assayed by Anson-Hagihara 
method [17] using casein as a substrate. One unit of 
enzyme activity (U) was taken as the amount of enzyme 
liberating 1μg of tyrosine per ml per minute under the 
assay condition. The estimation of enzyme activity was 
based on the tyrosine standard calibration curve. All the 
results of activities reported were the mean of 
triplicates. 

 
2.6 Total protein content  

The total protein content of each sample was 
determined according to Lowry et al., [18]. The protein 
standard used was bovine serum albumin (Sigma 
Aldrich, USA).  

 
2.7 Medium optimization for growth and protease 

production in various salt concentrations 
The effect of different formulation of the referred 

mediums containing various combinations of organic 
and inorganic nutrients was evaluated for cell growth 
and production of protease. In all the compositions the 
NaCl in the concentration range of 0 to 3.5 M was 
included. In the autoclaved medium, 50 ml each was 
inoculated with 5 ml of the isolate. After incubation at 
37ºC and 150 rpm in orbital shaker, the growth and the 
protease production in each medium were monitored 
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for every 24 h interval up to 72 h. The cell growth was 
measured at 600 nm using a spectrophotometer. The 
protease production was evaluated by collecting 2-ml 
cell free supernatant after centrifuging the harvested 
medium at 4oC and 5000 rpm for 10 min, and the crude 
enzyme extract was assayed for proteolytic activity and 
total protein content. The optimization of the medium 
was based on the proteolytic activity to cell density. 

 
2.8 Effects of pH and temperature on the growth of 

the organism 
The effect of pH and temperature on the growth 

was studied. The culture was carried out at different 
initial pH values of the medium (pH 6.0–9.5) incubated 
at 37oC and 150 rpm for 72 h under shake flask 
condition and the pH of the medium was adjusted using 
autoclaved Na2CO3 (10%, w/v). The culture broths with 
different temperatures (25–45oC) of incubation were 

kept in similar shake flask condition. The optimum 
physiological growth conditions were evaluated on cell 
growth at every 24 h interval for 72 h by measuring the 
optical density at 600 nm in spectrophotometer. 
 
3. Results 

 
3.1 Occurrence 

A haloalkaliphilic bacterium was isolated and 
named tentatively as GTCR407 and its colony 
morphology was opaque, circular and convex surface, 
creamy colony with white pigmentation. Three other 
organisms were also isolated exhibiting different colony 
morphologies and they are identified as isolates 
GTCR107, GTCR207 and GTCR307. All the bacteria 
isolated were less than 3 mm in diameter and adhered 
tenaciously to the agar surface. 

 

 
1 (a) 

 
1 (b) 

 
1 (c) 

 
1 (d) 

 
Fig. 1. Zone diffusion was measured after 24 h incubation: 1(a) Zone diffusion of strain GTCR407 was 3 cm; 1(b) Zone diffusion of strain 

GTCR207 was 2.4 cm; 1(c) Zone diffusion of strain GTCR307 was 0.9 cm; 1(d) Zone diffusion of strain GTCR107 was 2 cm. 
 
3.2 Qualitative detection of protease and growth in 

various salt concentrations 
All the isolates were screened for the ability of 

protease production in Norberg-casein agar plate 
containing different concentration of NaCl and the 
strain, GTCR407, showed high level of protease 
production which was detected by the clear zone of 
casein hydrolysis that measured 3 cm in diameter. On 
the other hand, isolates GTCR107, GTCR207 and 
GTCR307 showed comparatively smaller hydrolytic 
zones measuring 2, 2.4 and 0.9 cm in diameter 
respectively (Fig. 1). These differences in the casein 
hydrolysis may be attributed to the ability of protease 
production by each organism to hydrolyze the substrate 
as well as the organism’s obvious signal response to 

available complex nutrition in the environment. The 
density of colony formation of all the isolates was 
varied in various NaCl concentrations and the 
maximum growth of all the isolates was found in the 
range from 2M to 3.3M of NaCl (data not shown). 
Based on these decisive factors, the halotolerant 
organism, isolate GTCR407, was chosen for further 
evaluation. 
 
3.3 Biochemical characteristics of the organism 

The result of biochemical characterization for the 
isolate GTCR407 closely matches with the common 
characters of the organism Acinetobacter Sp. and that 
was also confirmed by various morphological features 
and chemical reactivity tests (Table 1). In addition, the 
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isolate showing catalase positive and oxidase negative 
confirm the genera. According to the procedure for 
determination of phenotypic properties recommended 
by the international committee on systematic 
bacteriology (ICSB), the isolate was tested for acid 
production from glucose and lactose which showed 
positive. The isolate also showed positive for acid 
production from xylose and exhibits few other 
characters of genera Neisseria and Moraxella. 
Moreover, the isolate showing hydrolysis positive for 
starch and casein, negative for gelatin demonstrates that 
it possesses variant characters of the genera 
Acinetobacter. 
 
3.4 Molecular taxonomy 

Molecular analysis of 16S rRNA amplification for 
the isolate was carried out by Solgent Co., Korea, and it 
provided the nucleotide sequence of 1365bp units. 
Further, we BLAST the sequence, and it confirmed the 
molecular phylogenetic position of the isolate in the 
hierarchy of microbial taxonomy and the sequence was 
found 97% homology with Acinetobacter baumannii, 
and the strain GTCR407 was identified to be novel. 

 
3.5 Optimization of the substrate and salt 

concentration for growth and protease 
production 
The optimization of culture medium with different 

combination of substrates and salt concentrations (0 to 
3.5 M) was evaluated for cell growth and production of 
protease. The optimum value of cell growth and 
production of protease was observed at 48 h of culture 
as shown in Table 2 & 3 [19, 20]. 

 

Table 1. Main characteristics of the genera Acinetobacter Sp. Strain. 
 

Feature Inference 
Gram stain − 

Morphology Coccobacilli 
Pigmentation White 

Motility Non-motile 
Cell arrangement Pairs/Short chains 

Facultative anaerobe − 
Fermentative + 
Catalase test + 
Oxidase test − 

Decomposition of: Methyl red − 
Voges Proskauer − 

Production of: Nitrate + 
Nitrite − 

Utilization of Citrate + 
Urease + 

Acid production from Arabinose − 
Glucose + 
Lactose + 
Sucrose + 
Maltose − 

Galactose + 
Trehalose − 
Mannitol − 

Xylose + 
Hydrogen sulfide (H2S) production − 

Hydrolysis of: Starch + 
Casein + 

Tween 80 − 
Esculin − 
Gelatin − 

Phosphatase ND 
Growth on Mac Conkey agar + 

Habitat Putrefied salt cured 
hide 

 
 

Table 2. Optimization of culture medium with various salt concentrations and its effect on growth of the genera Acinetobacter Sp. 
 

Medium 
Type ¶ 

Reference [19] Medium composiƟon† 
Cell density‡ measurement by Spectrophotometer 

3.5M 3M 2M Control* 

1 Van Niel’s 
(ATCC Medium 1370) 

Yeast extract, K2HPO4 

MgSO4, NaCl 0.047 ND ND 0.314 

2 Halophilic nutrient 
(LMG Medium 220) 

Yeast extract, Glucose, 
Peptone, NaCl 

2.377 2.409 
 

2.715 
(1:1) 

3.476 (1:3) 

3 
Halophilic Halobacterium 

medium (Modified) 
Beef extract, Na3C6H5O7, 

MgSo4, KCl, NaCl 0.486 0.753 0.935 1.468 (1:1) 

4 Nicholson et al., 2004 K2HPo4, KH2Po4, 
KCl NH4Cl2, MgCl2, NaCl 0.027 ND ND 0.289 

5 Nutrient broth Modified Peptone, Gelatin, NaCl 0.254 ND ND 0.432 
 

6 
Bacillus polymyxa 

(ATCC Medium 455) 
Yeast extract, Peptone, 

Starch, NaCl 1.89 2.156 (1:1) 2.868(1:2) 3.895 (1:3) 

7 
Limnobacter medium 

Modified (DSMZ medium 919) 
Yeast extract, Peptone, 
Glucose, Starch, NaCl 2.448 (1:1) 2.737 (1:2) 3.321(1:3) 6.890 (1:6) 

 
*Control, Medium devoid of NaCl; ‡ Cell density (OD600), values are shown as samples were withdrawn at the exponential phase of cell growth 
after 48 h of incubation at 370C; † OpƟmizaƟon, done on constant volume of 100ml in 250ml Erlenmeyer flask kept in an orbital shaker at 150 
RPM; ¶ Medium Type, Specified for Reference ease; ND, Not Determined. All the experiments are done in triplicate. All the medium 
compositions were referred from Handbook of media for environmental microbiology except medium type 4 [20]. 
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Table 3. Optimization of culture medium with various salt concentrations and its effect on extracellular protease production of the genera 
Acinetobacter Sp. 

 

Medium 
Type ¶ Reference [19] Medium composition † 

Enzyme activity‡ ( μ g/ml/min) 
3.5M 3M 2M Control* 

1 Van Niel’s 
(ATCC Medium 1370) 

Yeast extracts  NaCl 
MgSO4, K2HPO4 

6.97 ND ND 15.32 

2 Halophilic nutrient 
(LMG Medium 220) 

Yeast extract, Glucose 
Peptone, NaCl 20.35 34.79 52.86 86.58 

3 Halophilic Halobacterium 
medium (Modified) 

Beef extract, KCl 
Na3C6H5O7, MgSo4, NaCl 16.28 23.53 29.87 38.62 

4 Nicholson et al., 2004 K2HPo4, KH2Po4, NH4Cl2, 
MgCl2, KCl, NaCl 4.64 ND ND 10.89 

5 Nutrient broth Modified Peptone, Gelatin, NaCl 14.53 ND ND 28.18 
 

6 
Bacillus polymyxa 

(ATCC Medium 455) 
Yeast extract, Peptone, 

Starch, NaCl 32.43 48.52 98.65 128.89 

7 Limnobacter medium modified 
(DSMZ medium 919) 

Yeast extract, Peptone, Glucose, 
Starch, NaCl 44.27 68.58 118.93 167.65 

 

*Control, medium devoid of NaCl; ‡ Enzyme acƟvity, was measured by tyrosine release (ìg/ml/min) by Anson-Hagihara method and the protein 
were estimated by Lowry’s method using BSA as standard at (OD640), values are shown as samples were withdrawn after 48 h of incubation at 
370C; † OpƟmizaƟon, done on constant volume of 100ml in 250ml Erlenmeyer flask kept in an orbital shaker at 150 rpm; ¶ Medium Type, 
Specified for Reference ease; ND, Not Determined. All the experiments are done in triplicate. All the medium compositions were referred from 
Handbook of media for environmental microbiology except medium type 4 [20]. 

The culture in the medium types 1, 3, 4 and 5 in all 
NaCl concentrations and their respective controls 
showed significantly less growth (Table 2) and enzyme 
activity (Table 3). Therefore, the cell densities and 
enzyme activities at 3 M and 2 M were not determined 
in these mediums except medium type 3. These results 
may attribute to the presence of incompatible carbon 
and nitrogen sources and the presence of inorganic 
sources alone in certain mediums. The medium types 2, 
6 and 7 were found as appropriate types showing 
appreciable cell density at 2 M with the values of 2.715, 
2.868, and 3.321 respectively and the organism was 
able to grow in other NaCl concentrations as well. 
However, the significant cell growth was present in 
these mediums containing without salt (Table 2). 
Though the medium type 2 and 6 showed appreciable 
production of protease in all salt concentrations, the 
medium type 7 containing complex organic carbon and 
nitrogen sources without NaCl showed the optimum 

value of cell density and production of protease as 
6.890 and 167.65 μg/ml/min respectively. The result 
instigates that the production of protease depends upon 
cell growth. Moreover, regardless of the medium type’s 
cell growth and production of protease decreased when 
NaCl concentration increased in the culture medium. 
 
3.6 Temperature and pH influence on cellular 

growth 
In the substrate, cell growth in the optimized 

medium increased with the increase of initial pH of the 
medium. The cell growth was evaluated at different 
initial pH values ranging from 6 to 9 and the 
appreciable growth was observed from pH 7.0 to 8.5, 
whereas optimum growth was at pH 8 with cell density 
of 6.486. The influence of temperature on cell growth 
was also determined within the temperature range of 
25oC-45oC and the optimum growth was observed at 
37oC with cell density of 6.816. 

Table 4: Effect of various pH and Temperature on growth of the isolate in the optimized culture medium. 
 

 

‡ Cell density (OD600), values is shown as samples were withdrawn at each interval of 24 h cell growth from the culture medium devoid of 
NaCl; a, pH of the medium was maintained by adding 20% Na2Co3 in the culture medium; b, The culture medium temperature is maintained 
in different degree Celsius individually in an incubator orbital shaker at 150 rpm; *Day, 24 h intervals (OD600), values of cell growth in the 
culture correspondingly relative to extracellular protease secretion in the medium; All the experiments are done in triplicate.

4. Discussion 
 

The evolution of the living organism in the 
universe is a continuous process, and it is well known 
that the organisms are being classified according to 
their phylogenetic trait, but the extent of our knowledge 

about the range of metabolic and organismal diversity is 
limited. Furthermore, the traits are exhibited on its 
measure which is based on the need of the organism to 
fit in the environment they live. The behavior of one 
such organism Acinetobacter baumannii, earlier studied 
only from the clinical environments, has been reported 

Cell density‡ measurement by Spectrophotometer 

Day* Medium pHa 

 

Medium Temperatureb 
6 7 8 8.5 9 25 30 37 40 45 

1 0.256 2.141 2.564 2.338 0.753 0.363 0.896 2.984 2.685 0.838 
2 0.613 5.229 6.486 4.369 1.563 0.549 1.625 6.816 4.619 1.137 
3 0.534 4.386 5.236 3.643 0.882 0.426 0.976 5.762 3.427 0.682 
4 0.428 3.628 4.842 3.216 0.685 0.392 0.888 4.446 2.966 0.358 
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here and for the first time, the organism was isolated 
from the salt-cured putrefied skin. 

In all moderately halophilic bacteria, the common 
factors are their ability to fit and grow within a limited 
range of salt concentrations and these factors are highly 
variable according to the growth temperature, pH and 
the nature of nutrient availability. It is evident from the 
previous reports of Natronococcus occultus, 
Marinococcus halophilus and Salinicoccus alkaliphiles 
[21, 22 and 23]. Similarly, in our studies, all the isolates 
from the sample of salt-cured putrefied skin were 
screened based on the substrate-induced gene 
expression for catabolic genes, which link their 
functional process in the environment [24] and the 
experiment conducted for potential growth and efficient 
secretion of extracellular protease in various salt 
concentrations showed that each isolate has different 
optimum concentration of salt for the growth (data not 
shown) and levels of protease secretion (Fig. 1). This 
result implies that analysis of specific functions across 
all the members of the community can give the portrait 
on nutrients and energy maintenance of the organisms 
in the environment [25, 26]. The isolate GTCR407 
chosen for further investigations showed optimum 
growth at 1.8M of NaCl concentration and large zone of 
protease hydrolysis. This clearly shows that the isolate 
is halotolerant with 

Complex nutrient requirements for growth and they 
are maintaining the ability to grow in the homogenous 
saline environment by osmotic regulation [27]. 

The biochemical characterization and 16S rRNA 
studies of the isolate GTCR407 identified that the 
isolate belongs to the genus Acinetobacter baumannii. 
Though these studies confirm the phylogeny of isolate, 
biochemical characteristics such as positive for acid 
production from glucose, lactose and xylose, hydrolysis 
positive for starch and casein, negative for gelatin are of 
delineating values of phylogenetic classification (Table 
1). These characters instigate that isolate is a variant 
form of the genus itself. Moreover, our isolate appears 
to be a transitional form possessing various 
characteristics in common with both genus Neisseria 
and Moraxella of the same family. The occurrence of 
such forms would be the result of genome mosaicity 
which depends on the habitat of the species in such a 
way that the free-living species can incorporate large 
pieces of DNA from the environment [28]. The reason 
for the non-isolation of this organism from the habitat 
so far could be attributed to its recalcitrant nature to 
culture and as reported earlier, the organisms isolated 
from an environment with the highest frequency are not 
necessarily those that are present in the highest numbers 
[27]. 

In addition with results based on biochemical 
characterization, the growth and production of 
extracellular protease by A. baumannii in salt 
containing mediums can be taken into account for 
delineation of this species because these are 

characteristic feature of ecological adaptation and 
metabolic diversity of the species and this feature is not 
represented in the species A. baumannii yet. This 
clearly indicates that the A. baumannii found in the new 
free-living habitat would have incorporated the required 
genes for metabolism and biosynthesis of protease as 
different selection constraints in the new environment 
through facilitation of LGT [29, 30]. The metabolically 
diverse group of bacteria is most prone to LGT to 
acquire operational genes (code for central metabolism, 
energy conversion and biosynthesis) than informational 
genes for novel metabolic functions and they often 
group the co-regulated genes in operons which would 
co-inherit by LGT and leads to delineation in microbial 
taxonomy [14,31,32]. 

The previous studies state that the production of 
protease was dependent on the strain and media 
compositions [33, 34]. This agrees well with our 
findings and the different levels of production of 
extracellular protease in the different culture mediums 
with various salt concentrations by the reported isolate 
were observed (Table 2 and 3) because some microbial 
dissimilatory process was found to occur in low and 
high salinity environments [27] also might be due to the 
activation of catabolic gene on restricted stress 
condition to produce extracellular protease where the 
starvation of nutrients could be the limiting condition 
and could be supported from earlier study that the 
regulation of polyphosphate kinase gene expression on 
the level of phosphate availability in the medium [35]. 
Alkaliphiles grow at above pH 9 whereas 
haloalkaliphiles require below pH 9 in addition to high 
salinity [36]. Similarly, the optimum growth was 
obtained with cell density value of 6.486 when the 
medium pH was increased to 8 in our experiments. The 
culture result shown on different temperatures clearly 
indicates that the optimum temperature (37oC) induces 
high growth with a cell density value of 6.816 (Table 
4). The influence of physical parameters on the growth 
of the isolate can also be correlated well with their 
product formation and reaction rate to production of 
extracellular protease as well as in other biochemical 
processes. As evidenced from the previous results, 
either specifically or non- specifically, extracellular pH 
controls many enzymatic processes and transport of 
molecules through porter/antiporter systems [37, 38] 
and temperature regulate energy metabolism of the 
organism by transcription and translation [39, 40, 41]. 
 
5. Conclusion 

 
Our aim of this report on identifying 

microorganism was to link the process they carry out 
within a habitat to the delineation of the genus because 
the process has potential phylogenetic values. As a 
result, the existence of this species in the defined 
environment is due to ecological adaptation which 
indicates the tendency of the genus for ecological 
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diversification and these above facts imply that the 
strain with maximum homology to A. baumannii can be 
delineated into new species within the genus. If the 
oxidative negative and fermentative and hydrolysis 
positive types should be separated into subgenus, the 
species of the genus based on ecology and nutritive 
forms have to be placed separately. This, however, 
would necessitate modification within the genus. 
Further confirmation on the identification of the isolate 
using intergenic spacer (ITS) region for a more 
discriminating target sequence of 16S rRNA and 23S 
rRNA genes, in addition to, nucleic acid hybridization 
and genetic transformation studies will delineate the 
isolate into new species as indicated from our results of 
biochemical characterization and 16S rRNA study. We 
suggest that A. baumannii would have gained 
extracellular protease secreting metabolic function 
through LGT from an unrelated species. The 
investigation of isolate in this ecological niche has 
impelled the dimension of study which had revealed 
functional characters of the organism living in the 
chemical ecology as well as the study stresses the 
importance of metagenomics evaluation in salt-cured 
skins and hides of tannery environment in the future. 
 
References 
 
[1]. Towner, K. (2006). The Genus Acinetobacter. 

Prokaryotes, 6:746-758. 
[2]. Schreckenberger, P.C., Daneshvar, M.I., Weyant, 

R.S. & Hollis, D.G. (2003). Acinetobacter, 
Achromobacter, Chryseobacterium, Moraxella 
and other non-fermentative Gram-negative rods. 
In: Murray P.R et al., Eds., Manual of Clinical 
Microbiology. 8th Ed, ASM Press, Washington, 
DC, pp. 749-779. 

[3]. Bergogne Berezin, E. & Towner, K.J. (1996). 
Acinetobacter sp. as nosocomial pathogens: 
microbiological, clinical, and epidemiological 
features. Clin. Microbiol. Rev., (9): 148-165. 

[4]. Gerner smidt, P. & Tjernberg, I. (1993). 
Acinetobacter in Denmark. II: Molecular studies 
of the Acinetobacter calcoaceticus-Acinetobacter 
baumannii complex. Acta. Pathol. Microbiol. 
Immunol. Scand., (101): 826-832. 

[5]. Houang, E.T.S., Chu, Y.W., Chu, K.Y., Ng, K.C., 
Leung, C.M. & Cheng, A.F.B. (2003). 
Significance of genomic DNA group delineation 
in comparative studies of antimicrobial 
susceptibility of Acinetobacter spp. Antimicrob. 
Agents Chemother., (47): 1472-1475. 

[6]. Spence, R.P., Towner, K.J., Henwood, C.J., 
James, D., Woodford, N. & Livermore, D.M. 
(2002). Population structure and antibiotic 
resistance of Acinetobacter DNA group 2 and 
13TU isolates from hospitals in the UK. J. Med. 
Microbiol., (51): 1107-1112. 

[7]. Nemec, A., Dijkshoorn, L. & Jezek, P. (2000). 
Recognition of two novel phenons of the genus 
Acinetobacter among non-glucose-acidifying 
isolates from human specimens. J. Clin. 
Microbiol., (38): 3937-3941. 

[8]. Juni, E. (1984). Genus III: Acinetobacter Brisou 
et Prevot 1954. In: Krieg N.R., Holt J.G., Eds., 
Bergy’s Manual of Systematic Bacteriology. 
Williams and Wilkins, Baltimore, MD, pp. 303-
307. 

[9]. Rossau, R., Vanlandschoot, A., Gillis, M. & 
Deley, J. (1991). Taxonomy of Moraxellacea 
fam.nov., a new bacterial family to accommodate 
the genera Moraxella, Acinetobacter, and 
Psychrobacter and related organisms. Int. J. Syst. 
Bacteriol., (41): 310-319. 

[10]. Rossau, R., Vandenbussche, G., Thielemans, S., 
Segers, P., Grosch, H., Gothe, E., Mannheim, W. 
& Deley, J. (1989). Ribosomal ribonucleic acid 
cistron similarities and deoxyribonucleic acid 
homologies of Neisseria, Kingella, Eikenella, 
Alysiella and centers for disease control groups 
EF-4 and M-5 in the emended family 
Neisseriaceae. Int. J. Syst. Bacteriol., (39): 185-
198. 

[11]. Van Landschoot, A., Rossau, R. & De Ley, J. 
(1986). Intra- and intergeneric similarities of the 
ribosomal ribonucleic acid cistrons of 
Acinetobacter. Int. J. Syst. Bacteriol., 36(2):150-
160. 

[12]. Johnson, J.L., Anderson, R.S. & Ordal, E.J. 
(1970). Nucleic acid homologies among oxidase 
negative Moraxella species. J. Bacteriol., (101): 
568-573. 

[13]. Baumann, P., Doudorof, M. & Stanier, R.Y. 
(1968). A study of the Moraxella group II: 
Oxidative negative species (genus Acinetobacter). 
J. Bacteriol., (95): 1520-1541. 

[14]. Allers, T. & Mevarech, M. (2005). Archeal 
genetics-the third way. Nature Rev. Genet., (6): 
58-73. 

[15]. Norberg, P. & Vonhofst. B. (1969). Proteolytic 
enzymes from extremely halophilic bacteria. J. 
Gen. Microbiol., (55): 251-256. 

[16]. Wikstrom, M., Elwing, H. & Linde, A. (1981). 
Determination of proteolytic activity: A sensitive 
and simple assay utilizing substrate adsorbed to a 
plastic surface and radial diffusion in gel. Anal. 
Biochem., (118):240-246. 

[17]. Hagihara, B. (1958). The Enzymes. Vol., 4., 
Academic Press, Inc., New York. 

[18]. Lowry, O.H., Rosebrough, N.J., Farr, A.L. & 
Randall, R.J. (1951). Protein measurement with 
Folin phenol reagent. J. Biol. Chem., (193): 265-
275. 

[19]. Ronald, M.A. (2005). Handbook of media for 
environmental microbiology. 2nd edition. CRC 
Press, ISBN 0849335604, 9780849335600. 



Dynamics of Phylogenetic Diversity and its Influence                                                           Thiyagarajan et al 
 

J. Adv. Lab. Res. Biol.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             30 

[20]. Nicholson, C.A. & Fathepure, B.Z. (2004). 
Biodegradation of Benzene by Halophilic and 
Halotolerant Bacteria under Aerobic Conditions. 
Appl. Environ. Microbiol., (70): 1222-1225. 

[21]. Zhang, W.Z., Xue, Y.F., Ma, Y.H., Zhou, P.J., 
Ventosa, A. & Grant, W.D. (2002). Salinicoccus 
alkaliphilus sp. Nov.: A novel alkaliphile and 
moderate halophile from Baer Soda Lake in inner 
Mongolia Autonomous Region, China. Int. J. Syst. 
Evol. Microbiol., (52): 789-793. 

[22]. Studdert, C.A., Seitz, M.K.H., Gil, M.I.P., 
Sanchez, J.J. & de Castro, R.E. (2001). 
Purification and biochemical characterization of 
the Haloalkaliphilic archeon Natronococcus 
occultus extracellular serine protease. J. Basic 
Microbiol., (41): 375-383. 

[23]. Kushner, D.J. (1993). Growth and nutrition of 
halophilic bacteria. In: Vreeland R.H., and 
Hochstein L.I., Eds., The biology of halophilic 
bacteria. CRC Press, Inc., Boca Raton, Fla, pp. 
87-103. 

[24]. Uchiyama, T., Abe, T., Ikemura, T. & Watanabe, 
K. (2005). Substrate-induced gene-expression 
screening of environmental metagenome libraries 
for isolation of catabolic genes. Nature 
Biotechnol., (23): 88-93. 

[25]. Handelsman, J. (2004). Metagenomics: 
Application of genomics to uncultured 
microorganism. Rev. Microbiol Mol. Biol., (68): 
669-685. 

[26]. Quesada E., Ventosa A., Rodriguez-Valera F., 
Megias L. & Ramos-Cormenzana A. (1983). 
Numerical taxonomy of moderately halophilic 
Gram negative bacteria from hyper saline soils. J. 
Gen. Microbiol., (129): 2649-2657. 

[27]. Oren, A. (2002). Diversity of halophilic 
microorganisms: Environments, phylogeny, 
physiology, and applications. J. Ind. Microbiol. 
Biotechnol., (28): 56-63. 

[28]. Lio, P. (2002). Investigating the relationship 
between genome Structure, Composition, and 
Ecology in Prokaryotes. Mol. Bio. Evol., (19): 
789-800. 

[29]. Ochman, H., Lawrence, J.G. & Groisman, E.A. 
(2000). Lateral gene transfer and the nature of 
bacterial innovation. Nature, (405): 299-304. 

[30]. Karlin, S., Campbell, A.M. & Mrazek, J. (1998). 
Comparative DNA analysis across diverse 
genomes. Ann. Rev. Genet., (32): 185-225. 

[31]. Jain, R., Rivera, M.C. & Lake, J.A. (1999). 
Horizontal gene transfer among genomes: The 
complexity hypothesis. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. 
USA., (96): 3801-3806. 

[32]. Rosenshine, I., Tchelet, R. & Mevarech, M. 
(1989). The mechanism of DNA transfer in the 
mating system of an archaebacterium. Science, 
(245): 1387-1389. 

[33]. Cryz, S.J. & Iglewski, B.H. (1980). Production of 
Alkaline protease by Pseudomonas aeruginosa. J. 
Clin. Microbiol., (12): 131-133. 

[34]. Morihara, K. (1964) Production of elastase and 
proteinase by Pseudomonas aeruginosa. J. 
Bacteriol., (88): 745-757. 

[35]. Gavigan, J.A., Marshall, L.M. & Dobson, A.D.W. 
(1999). Regulation of polyphosphate kinase gene 
expression in Acinetobacter baumannii 252. J. 
Microbiol: Genet. Mol. Biol., (145): 2931-2937. 

[36]. Horikoshi, K. (1999). Alkaliphiles: Some 
application of their products for biotechnology. 
Microbiol. Mol. Biol. Rev., (63): 735-750. 

[37]. Prakasham, R.S., Rao, C.S. & Sarma, P.N. (2006). 
Green gram husks an inexpensive substrate for 
alkaline protease production by Bacillus sp. in 
solid state fermentation. Bio Res. Technol., (97): 
1449-1454. 

[38]. Krulwich, T.A., Ito, M., Hicks, D.B., Gilmour, R. 
& Guffanti, A.A. (1998). pH Homeostasis and 
ATP synthesis: Studies of two processes that 
necessitate inward proton translocation in 
extremely alkaliphilic Bacillus sp. Extremophiles, 
(2): 217-222. 

[39]. Ray, M.K., Devi, K.U., Kumar, G.S. & Shivaji, S. 
(1992). Extracellular protease from the Antarctic 
yeast Candida humicola. Appl. Env. Microbiol., 
(58): 1918-1923. 

[40]. Votruba, J., Pazlarova, J., Dvorakova, M., 
Vachova, L., Strnadova, M., Kucerova, H., 
Vinter, V., Zourabian, R. & Chaloupka, J. (1991). 
External factors involved in the regulation of 
synthesis of an extracellular proteinase in Bacillus 
megaterium: effect of temperature. Appl. 
Microbiol. Biotechnol., (35): 352-357. 

[41]. Frankena, J., Koningstein, G.M., Van- Verseveld, 
H.W. & Stouthamer, A.H. (1986). Effect of 
different limitations in chemostat cultures on 
growth and production of exocellular protease by 
Bacillus licheniformis. Appl. Microbiol. 
Biotechnol., (24): 106-112. 

 


