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The deadline for applications to the 2018 Fellowship Programme is 4
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What department is your senior fellowship in?

| work at the materials science department, within the microscopy
group. My role is to assist other Cern departments with material
analysis needs that they have on a day-to-day basis. | work with
powerful electron microscopes to help gain insight into features of
interest.

How did you first hear about opportunities at Cern?

| saw a presentation while | was still an undergraduate and learned
then that Cern was deeply involved in the development of state-of-
the-art materials-science systems. At that presentation | spoke to a
few people from Cern to find out about the sorts of projects they were
involved in.

What was the application process for a Senior Fellowship like?

| had to supply a CV, a list of publications I'd participated in, my
qualifications and three letters of recommendation. With this
fellowship you're not actually applying for a specific position, so my
approach—and | doubt whether doing this would be encouraged by
Cern—was to be as generic in my application as | could.

How did you do that?

| made a point of demonstrating all the skills that I'd built up and all
the experiments that I'd participated in. | felt that gave me the best
chance of somebody from the selection team taking an interest in my
CV as it might potentially be relevant to many departments.

Did you get any support or good advice from your former
colleagues at the University of Oxford when you applied?

| received a lot of support from my PhD superviser who let me go to
Cern and present my research before | started. He also gave me an
excellent reference specifically aimed at demonstrating the broad
range of experimental techniques that | had worked on.

Did anything come as a surprise when you started at Cern?

The only real surprises were associated with the benefits of the
diplomatic status of Cern employees. | hadn’t properly appreciated
those.

You're in a role assisting other departments, but do you still get
to be involved in research projects?

Yes, | am involved with a couple of dedicated research projects in
other departments at Cern. Typically these are longer studies, which
overlap my expertise and the needs of a particular group.

Will you get your name on any publications during your time as
a fellow?

| recently published a first-author paper on some research that | did
on a temperature mapping system and | am working on two other
projects that | plan to write up as journal articles. | have been a co-
author in several conference abstracts and am hopeful that this work
will eventually lead to journal article co-authorship also.

At what career stage do other fellows tend to be?

For the Senior Fellowship you need a PhD to be eligible but there is
a Junior Fellowship Programme for people with undergraduate or
masters degrees. Most people in the Senior Fellowship Programme
have finished their PhDs recently but that's not always the case. In
our group there's a senior fellow with five years' postdoc experience.

How long do fellowships last?

Typically two years but there are some one-year fellowships
available. In some cases, there is the potential to extend for a further
year, but that is not guaranteed and it's depending on the
requirements of the project.

What is Cern like as a place to work?

It has a real university feel. The whole facility is spread out in the way
that a university campus might be. A lot of young people are
engaged in the Cern social clubs, which are focused on activities
from amateur radio to yoga. The main restaurant is a real social hub
as well, in the evenings there's usually a congregation of people from
all over the site who discuss ideas and projects.

What can a Cern fellowship do for your career?

For one thing, it's a good launchpad for a full-time staff position at
Cern. Obviously nothing is guaranteed, but you get insider
knowledge of the site and understand the job opportunities better.
Every staff position is posted for people to apply externally, but Cern
will know who you are and what you can do when you already work
there. Of course, even for people who aren't looking to stay on, a
Cern fellowship will always be a valuable experience and look good
on a CV.

Do you have any advice for this year’s applicants?

First, check that Cern is interested in the field you want to pursue.
There's plenty of information available online. Every group has their
own website where people can find out more about the nature of
their work. Sending an email to someone in a group you'd like to
work in might go a long way.

When they start to look into it, some people might be surprised by
the balance of staff at Cern. For example, of course particle physics
is a hot topic but actually the number of particle physicists at Cern is
rather small. Around 70 per cent of scientific staff are engineers,
because the majority of the critical roles are in building and
maintaining the experiments.
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