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We most often turn to American Puritan prose to glean histori-
cal or biographical data. If we seek a biography that spans the
evolution of American Puritanism from its nadir in England through
its zenith in the New England of the 1630’s to 1650’s, and to
the beginning of its decline as symbolized by the “‘Half-Way
Covenant’’ in 1662, we may turn to Increase Mather’s biography
of his father, The Life and Death of That Reverend Man of God,
Mr. Richard Mather. It includes the background for the elder
Mather’s decision to emigrate to New England (events leading
to his suspension from his minjstry for nonconformity), his
arguments for leaving England (to go from ministerial bondage
to freedom), and his account of the voyage to Boston (including
the episode of a storm at sea in which his ship was saved by
God’'s intervention). Increase also reflects on his father’s parish
in Dorchester (in which his plain style of preaching was precise-
ly the style demanded by his congregation), and limns a vivid
portrait of the old man on his death bed attempting to convince
him, Increase, that the Half-Way Covenant would be in the
best interest of Puritanism. ' ,

To be sure, the biography deals almost entirely with the
elder Mather’s involvement in his religion and it may be read as
a historical document, but it is neither ponderous nor boring and
it possesses, as Kenneth Murdock says, ‘‘a simple dignity that
comes close to art’’ (Increase Mather: The Foremost American
Puritan). The author’s use of anecdote (Gillebrand’s questioning
of Richard Mather’s name); of direct discourse (the dying Puri-
tan’s statement concerning the younger generation); and of
excerpts from his father’s diary and will all help the biography
escape the ennui-prvoducing sameness that characterizes other
Puritan biographies (see Kenneth B. Murdock Literature and
Theology in Colonial New England).



The tone of . this biography, while eulogistic, is one of cop-
passion, understanding, or sympathy--the result of a son’s sincere
appreciation of his father’s life and heritage--and it is this that
accounts for the ease with which it may be read today. The
author’s attitude leaves no room for the overt didacticism and
pedantry and the overabundant use of religious allusions that
are prevalent in many Puritan tracts, not the least ponderous of
which are the biographical sketches in Cotton Mather’s Magnaliq
Christi Americana (1702). Increase Mather is peaceful and
serene throughout,, an unusual pose among Puritan writers
whose works were influenced by the rebellious nature of thejr
omnipresent religion. This biography shares with other Puritan
biographies the trait of providingan impulse-:through its descrip-
tion of a “‘visible saint’’--for errant sinners to come to God, byt
it differs from most of them since its purpose is neither to de-
fend the religion against its antagonists nor to castigate the
heathens. Instead, it is a tender--but not sentimental--eulogy of
a man who embodied the whole of American Puritanism.

The Life and Death of . . . Richard Mather has been pub-
lished in its entirety only twice since its first appearance in
1670 (Collections of the Dorchester Antiquarian and Historical
Society, 1850, 1874). A new edition of this biography--Increase
Mather’s first work published in New England and the first biog-
raphy published in America--is now offered in facsimile, that the
charm as well as the content of the original may be shared. (Also
reproduced here is the first woodcut print produced in America,
Jobhn Foster’s Richard Mather, c¢. 1670.) This biography of
Richard Mather does not constitute great literature, but there can
be little doubt that it is, as Perry Miller says, ‘‘the finest of
the New England biographies’ (The American Puritans: Their
Prose and Poetry).

Benjamin Franklin V November 1966
William K. Bottorff Athens, Ohio
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Grace unito you from God by Jefus Chrift.

Belovedin the Lord Jefus,

Os have here prefenicdte your view, and for yowr
: Imitation in the kord , the Lite of him 1hes
. ~waé 10 wany of yen a Spiritual (a5 1o me a
Natwral) Yaher: Iuvafmuch as the greaeft
pare of bis time iu the Miniftry he was a Labourer in the
Lerds Harveft amosgft you s Alfowith you did he finigh
his courfe. There w therefore fpecial reafon why whet i
bere done [hould be directed 1o your. felves, :
The Compofer of this enfuing Relation s not willing
that his Name [honld be publifbed. But is i done byone
who hath had she viewing of my Fathers Manufetibrs.s.
from whence, as well &t from perfonal and intimare” Ab:
quaintance of many years continuance , and other wayes,
he hath been truly farnifbed with the knowledge of what
: Az )



& Bere viporied T indetde. greateft pavt of the
Story s knownunto [undry amoengft your [elves, )

What remaineth thew , Brethren and Beloved: in-the
Lord, bus.that we [bould be mindfull of what is by the
Lord required, whenthe Scripture (sith, Remember them
that have-taught (and not onely them that do teach) the
Wotd of God’, whofe faith follow, confidering the.
end of their converlation.  What that Doctrine of Faith
is which your blefled Teacher did from the Lord inftruct
you in, I need nov [ay; onely Remember ite gRemember
h# Farewell Exhortation, which is wow irrﬁ of your
Houfes, and Chthat it were in all your Heartte~ And as
for his Converfation , your felves know thég fod made
hims . Exemplarily Faithfull , Zealows , Parlpt¥Humble,
Holy :  Follow him a5 he followed Chrift. So likewi(e
pray thar be maydowho is. ‘

“Bofbon Septemb.g. Yoursin the Lord aliwayes,.
N.E. 1670.

Increafe -Matber.

THE




LIFE & DEATH

OF

Mr. Rickard Wa&/aer.

He Writing and Reading of the Lives of wor-
thy Ones, hath been by fome accounted a-
mong(t the moft profitablé works of men un-
der che Sun. The Labours of fome Learned
amongft the Gentiles this way have not been
a]go‘gc:h'er without benefit, witnefs whatis done by Plitarch,
Laertins, Philofiratss, Eunapins, Pliny, &c. albeit they are
tobe read with judgement.  But efpecially che faithful Deferi-
ption of the Lives of thofe who have been Eminent Teachers
in the Church, hath been to the grear advantage of after-
Ages. Many ‘have reaped benefic by reading Dorotheus his
Colle®ion of tEc Lives of the Prophets, Apoftles, and Seventy

Difciples of Chrift: And ( not to fpeak of the Labours of

Gennadina, Epiphanins, Ifidore, and Prockorus of old) amon
later Writers,9Shopfins his Academia Chrifti, and" Toffanus

concerning the Lives of the Fathers, and ‘M?{cbx’gr Adam

concerning the Lives of all our Modern Divines, as fatre us he
could by.any means come to the knowledge theregf. The
pains whith Mr. Clark_hath taken in publithing the Lives of
many of our Englith Worthies, hath been profitable tonota -
few: And great pity it isthat more fhould not be done chat
way, If theLives of Brightman, Parker, A»'m,'B;x’rro;}g/u-,

Hooker, &c. were publifhed to the World, ir'might be of ge-

nerall advantage. Norisit to be doubred but thar there have

been many famous in their Generations,” whole Memoried aré

' Az buried -




The Life and Dearh of .

. *y
buried in the duft, for want of fome one to ;mdertaie this
office, whereby. their Names mighs have begg perpetuated to
Pofterity. . g *

Pixere fortes ante Agamemnona
Mt : SedlsForymabiles

Urgentwr ignotiq; lone i '
-Nofte, Carent qxis vate Sacre,

But it maft needs bein it felf a thing pleafing to God, that
his grace towards and in his Servants, and the wonders of his
Providence about them, fhould be kept in remembrance.
Therefore fome have written their own Lives.. So did (not to
mention fofephus, Bedarmine, C ardan) amongft our Worthies,
Funins, Collinus, Buchanan , and of our own Nation, Bale,
Barton, Hall, Bodly; &c. And the like did this Reverend Man
who is to be the Subje& of the enfuing Dilcourfe gfay to do ;-
and proceeded therein to the 39th year of his Age, “but finithed
not what he had purpofed. It remaineth therefore chat fome
other fhould do it, which we fhallin following words of truth
and plainnefs endeavoar to do. : _ .

THcrcis in the Parith of rrinwick in the County of Las-
eafier, a{mall Country Town or Village called Lowson -
In which Village Richard M ather was born Aume 1596, His
Parents 7 bowmas and Atargarite Matker were’of Ancient Fa-
milies in Lowren aforcfaid, but by reafon of fome uahappy
Mortgages they were reduced untoa low conlitioa as to the
World. " Neverthelefs, God fo difpofed their hearts, that they
were willing to Educate this their Son in good. Learning :
Concerning which he (after that the Lord was pleafed to be-
flow nof onely Learning but Grace upon him) bath fome-
wimes exprefled himfelf, faying, By what principles and motives
wiy Paremss were chiefly induced to keep me at School, I bave not
te fay, nordo Lcevtainlpknow : But this I muff meeds (ay, that
this was the fingular good Providence of God towards me, (whe.
hath the beartsof all men in his band) thua to incline the hearts
of my Parents for in this thing the Lordof Heaven foewed m;'
' T e



Mr. Richard Mather.

fuch favor 44 had et been foewed to many wy Predeceffors and
G;nttmfo?nrie: in that place. L |
Now kis Parents being ftrongly bent in Tpirit to have their

Son a Scholar, they fent him to winwick School, which was
about four miles diflant from his Fathers houfe. In the Win-
cer feafon they boarded him at swinwick’, but fuch was this de-
fire after knowledge, thacin the Summer he travglled every
day thither.. Whil'lt he was thus at School he met with no {majl
difcouragement,for that the Schoolmafter under whom he was,
although he had an excellent faculty for teaching in Grammar-
Learning, and many were trained up by him, fo as to be fent
unto Ox{ord and Cambridge, for Inltrution’in higher Studies |
yet was he very fevere and partial in his difcipline, faumins
was almoft quite difcouraged from his Ctudies, when being:a
School boy his Mafter would beat him eight times’in a day
whether in fault or in no favlc: The like Ma[gi(terial harfhnefs
caufed him of whom we write, earneftly defire that his Father
would take him from School, and difpofe of him to fome other
Callicg. Himfelf afterwards, whea he had waded through
thefe D flicukiies, would fay, Godintended better for me, thew'I
Would have chofen- for my [elf ; and therefere wy Father, thougl
in.other things induigent emongh , yer in this wosld wer ¢on-
defecnd to my requefi, bwrby putting me in hope that by his [beak:
ing to the Mafter, things Wonld be amended, wonld fill over-
ruleme to go on in my Studies, and good it was for me 1o be
over-ruled by him, and bis difcretion, rather thento be left tomy
own affellion and defire,  But Ob that all Schoolmafters would
learn wifdome, Moderation and Equity towards their Scholars,
wnd feek rather to Win'the hearts of Children by righteons, lo-
ving, and courteons ufage, then to alicnate their mindes by par-
tiality andundue feverity, Which had becn my utter undving, had
not the good Providenceof God, andthe wildome and Authority
of md]f'uther prevented, But thus was that of the Poet.made
gpoa: . . )
' - Mulratuli fecitg, Puer [udavit & alfit
Lyicupit OpEAtams carfu contingere metam.

Afeer



The Life and Deah of

After that he had fpent fundry years in this Schoo!, fome
TPopifh Mer chants cqming out of wales to warringiom, which
is two miles from winwick , were inquifitive whecher there
were not any pregnant Wits in that School whom chey might
procure for Apprentices, Prefently Richard AMather was
mentipned to them as a pregnant Youth: Whereupon applica-
tion was made accordingly to his Father, who was inclineable
to accept of this Motion,; becaufe now his Eftare was fo de-
cayed, that he almoft defpaired of bringing up this his Son as
hehadintended. But here the Einger of Divine Providence
was obfervable ; for when his Father was ready thus to part
with his Son, and the Childe to go, the Lord raifed up the
heart of his Mafter, to be importunate with his Father fill to
Keep him at School, profefling that itwas great pity thar a
Wit fo prone to Learning fhould be.taken fromit, (45 indeed
it wasg'or that he fhould be undone by Popifh Education,
The Perfwalions of the Malter fo farre prevailed, as thac his
Scholar was ftill continued under him, untill the fifceenth year
of his Age. . .

It wasamercy to him, that whil’t- he was yet in his Mino-
rity, heenjoyed the publick Miniftry of one Mr. Palig, then
Preacher at Leagh ; of whom he would fay, that the remem-
brance & cha: man was Comfortable and Honourablg in his
thoughts, eveninhis old Age, though his Knowledge of him
was in his Childhood : He then obferved fucha plain, power-
full, and piercing efficacy in Mr, Palins Miniftry, as was not
to be feenin the common fort of Preachersin thofe dayes, by
means whereof fome Illumination, though not a through-
Converfion, was wrought in him,.

Having been thus long kept at Schoel, he was called to
Jeave his Fathers Family. The occafion whereof was this,
Ataplace called Toxteth Park near Liverpeol, there dwelt a
wife and Religious People, who being defirous of the good of
themfetves and their Pofterity, intended to ere® a School
amongft them, for the Education of their Children, It came
into their smindes w fend unto the Schoolmatter of wimwick ,

_to enquize whether he had any of his Scholars whom he would
recommend
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secommend unto them for fuch a"Sepvee: who hiving re-
ceived their defires, forchwith commehicated the fume to chis
his Scholar aod to his Facher, to fee if the Motion would
fand with scceptance, He was defirous ;uhrr to hive
one to the Univerfity, but his Father clofed with the Offer
whence it was in fine murnally embraced, fo that he remove
from nis Fathers houfe to Toxteth (Anno 1611.) there to
teach School, Nor is it any difparagement to his Worth that
he was once aSchoolmafter, for very eminent Divines have
been fo, as of our own Nation Mr. Hierow, Mr. whitaker,
Mr. Vines, got to mencion others, but rather an Eminency ;
the like feldome known, that one fhould be found fit to be a
Schoslmafter at fifteen yearsof Age: Yet the Lord helped him
in thofe his young years to carry it whkh fuch Wifdome and
Loveand Gravity amongft his Scholars as was to admiration,
fo as that be was.by them both loved and feared, beyond whar
is ufual, even where there are aged Matters.

His being thus employed was more wayes then one advan-
tagious to him : for by this means he became a more acurate
Grammarian then Divines ufually are, Being alfe diligentin
his Studics whil’t he continued in this way of Imployment, he
became a Proficient in other Arts, asin Logick, Rhetorick, yea
and in Theology. Moreover, it afterwards appeared to be of
God, that he was Called to fuch a'Work in {uch a place, for
there the effc&ual Converfion of his Sou! unto the Lord, was
wrought in Kis tender years, even afore his goirgto Oxford ;
whence he was preferved from thofe Corruptions which un-
did many of his Contemporaries, through the Tempration
which in the Univerfity they met with,  The means.of his Con-
verfion was partly by fecing a firange difference between him-
felf and fundry in that godly Family, where Divine Providence
had caft his Lot in Toxtcrh, viz. the Family of Mr, Edward
Afpinwall, who was a Learned and Religious Gentleman,
Now he obferved that the way and walkirg of that holy man,
was fach as himfelf had not as yer been accultbmed urto,
which caufed fad fears to arife in his Souf, le(t haply he might
nat be in the way which leadeth unto Eternal Salvation, Alfo

3 Mr,



Mr. Harrifew; thens Bgnous Minier st Hyrs, Preaching up:
on Job.3.3. concervingthe necefficy of Refencration, and at
the fame timereading-a-Uook of Mr. Perkiss his; fhewing how
farre a Reprobate may go, God bleffed chefe three things not
onely 1o Conviltiow, but 10 Converfiens This was Anno 1614.
The pangs of the New-birch were exceeding terrible to bim,
inafmuch as many times when they were at Meals in the Family
where he fojourned, -he would abfent himfelf to retire under
hiedges and other feeret places, there to lament his mifery be-
fore God. But after fome.time, the Lord revived his brcken
heart, by fending the holy Spirig in the Miniftry of the Word
to apply the Precioms Promifes of the Gofpel to his Soul.

Being thus become a New Creatare, he was the more emi-
nently a Bk fling in ch@Family, and in the Calling which the
Lord had difpofed of himin: And fuch notice was taken of
bim, as that even from places remete Children weie fent unto
Him for Inftru®ion and Edtcation ; and many were, by the
Lords blgfling-upon his Endeavours, fitted for, and fent unto
the Univerfiry. Sems years having beea palt over in this way
of Employ, he refolved (s0v 3:i¢) to fpend fome timé¢ in one
of the Univerfitics, as apprehending that there, by converfe
with’i.earned men, and other Advantages not elfwhereto be
bad, he might giin more then by his private Studiesin the
Gountry, Accordingly be went to Oxford, and'continued for
fome time there in Brazes” Nofe Colledge.  Being there, he was
varioufly affucted : for it was a joy to him' to finde many there
who had been his gwondam Scholars. It was alfo a joy to him
that he had fuch leifure to follow his Studies, and by Difpuza--
tions, LeGures, Books, Conferences with Learned men, ¢ir,
marvelloug Advantages to ob:ain a Treafure of Knowledge.
But bis heart being afore this touched with the feir of God,
the great Superiiivon and Prophanefs which he was forced
there to behold, was no fmall grief unto him,

Seon after Lis coming to Oxford, he cameinto Acquain-
tance with the Learned Do&or morall, who was helpful to him
indircéting him as t0 the cou-fe of kis privare Studies, A~
mongt other things, he advifed to reade the Works of Peter

Raryss



pént of -his fa ding.: BiseSiefore he tad fpent fo much time
in Oxford ashe could bave withed that he might have done ;
the People in Toxteth, whofe Children had -been taughe by
him, fent to him, defiring thac he would return un:orgem to
inftru& oot fo much their Children as themfelves, and chat not
in meer Humane Literature, bucin the things of God. " This
Call, after due Confideration, for weighty Reafons he accepted
of Being then returned to Toxterh, he Preached his firft
Sermon November 30. 1618. There was a very grear Con-
courfe of. people to hear him, and his Labours werce highly
accepted of by the judicious : Such was ghe vaflnefs of his Mc-
mory, as that the chings which he had prepared and intended
to deliver at once, contained no lefs then fix long Sermens.
The people having had fome tafte of his Gifts, were the more
importunate in their defires that he might continue amongit
them. . And becaufe that could-not be without Epifcopal Gr-
dinatiss, they urged him to accept thereof : Not having at
that time fo chroughly looked into thagilyart of Ceremonions
Conformity as afterwacds, he yielded @nito the Motion ; and
accordingly was Ordained (with many others on the fame day)
by Do&ag AMerson then Bithop of Chcffer, after the Moda of
thofe Times,. The Ordination being over, the Bifhop fingled
out Mr, Mathe from amongft the reft, faying, 7 bave fome-
thing to fay te you berwixt you and me alone. Mr. Marber was
then afraid left fome Informations might have been givert in té
the Bifhop againft him becaufe of his Pariranifm, thereby to
prejudice him ; but it hapned to be otherwife: for when the
Bifhop had himalone, I bave (faich he) an carneff Regueft nn-
to you, and you muft wot demyme . It 31 that you would pray for
me : for Iknow (faid he) the Prayers of .men that fear God will
avail much,and you I believe ave [uch anome. Neverthelefs,after
that the Lord gave him to feethe evil of she fin of Conformigy
in the whole lautudeof ic, (for as to the {ubitance of Confor-
iy, even from his firft entrance upon the Miniftry he faw the
evil thereof, and was by Divine Grace kept from being {lained

therewith) his Conforming (although it wasat the defires of
B > his



» RRaRty,
bis people) o hevept OF - this Ordimation -from vthe Prelar2, was
no {mall grief of hearttohim, Many years aker, oneof his
Sons taking notice of a torn Parchmentin his Fathers Study,
enquired what itis; unto whom his Father replied, That he
reccived that when he was Ordained By che Bithop : A4 (faid
he) Itoreit, becanfe [tock no pleafure in keeping a monumens of
my finand follyin [ubmitting te that Swperflition, the very re
membrance whereof is gricvosstome, . »
- Being as hath been related,. fetled in the Miniftry at Toxeeth;
he refolved to changehis fingle condition: And accordingly
he became a Suicor to Mrs, Katharine Hoult, Daugheer to Ed-
mund. Houle Elq;of fwry in Lancapire. She had. (and that
defervedly ) the repute of a very godly and prudent Maidi
The Motion for feveral years met with Obftru&ions, by reafon
of her Fathers not being affe@ed towards Non-conformable -
Puritans : . But at laft he gave his Confent that Mr. Aather
fhould marry his Daughter ; the Matech therefore was Cons
fummated _ epremb, 29. 1624, God made ber to become a
rich Bleffing to hinglcontinuing them tqgether for the {pace
of above 30 years," By her ‘God gave him: fix Sons ;- fotir
whereof (viz. Sammel, Timothy; Nathanicl and Jofeph) were
bogn in England, and two (wiz. Eltazar and Ingreaft) in
New-Exgland.  After his Marriage he removed dhis-Habita-
tion iree miles from Toxteth, to Much-woeltow, baving there
parchafed an Houfe of his own ; yet he was-wont conftantly
Summer and Winter to Preach the Word at Toxteth upon the
Lords-dayes. During his abode there, he was abundant in
Labours in the Gefpel: For ‘every Lords-day he Preached
twice at Toxteth, and oncein a Forenight on the'Third day of
the Week tie kepe a Leftnre at the Town of Prefcot.  Alfo,
faithful and power ful Preaching being then rare in: thofe parts;
he did frequently Preach-upon the Haly d. yes (us -they are cal-
led) being often thereuntodefired by godly Chriftians of other
Pacithes in thas Country : And this he did, not as thinking that
there was any Holine(’s in thofe times (or in any other day be--
fides the Lords-day) beyond what belongs to every day;” but
bdcaufe thea there would be an opportunity .of great A{)f;nv
v ' ies, .
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Blies, and it is good cafting the Net where there is much Fith - °
for which caufe it might be that the Apoftles Preached mottly
in Populous Towns and Cities, and alfo (which fuiteth with
what we are fpeaking) on the Zewifh §abbashs after their abro-
tion 4s to any Religious tye upon Confcience for their ob-
fervation. Yeaand befides all chis, he often Preached at Fu-
gerals,  TUis true that Carvwright, Sherwood, Hilderfbam, and
many other Renowned Non- Conformifts,have fcrupled Preach-
ing Funerall Sermons , Alfo in fome Reformted Churches that
iraice is wholly omitted, yea and Dzcrees of Councils have
fometimes been aﬁainﬁ it;, but that hath been chiefly upon ac-
count of that Cuftome of Praifing the dead upon fuch occa-
fions, and that many times untruly : Which Crffome (as many
Learned men have dbfervcd) is Ethnicall, baving its rife from
the Funeral Qrations of the Heathen, Pwublicolsa made an ex-
cellent Oration in Praife of Brutus, which the People were fo
taken with, that it became 2 Cuftome that Famous men dying
fhould be fo praifed, and when (as Plutarch faith inthe Life of
Gamilins) the Women amongft the Romans parted with cheir
Goldea'Ornaments for the Pyplick Good, the Senate decreed,
That it fhould be lawful to make Funeral QOrations for them’
alfo, Hincmortnos lasdands mos fluxit quem nos hodie fervam:s,
Pol, Perg. de Rer. Invent. Lib3. cap.10. Nor indeed was this
Rite pradifed in the Church afore the Apoffacy began. Fide
Magd. Cint 4. C#p.6. wherefore this fathful Servantof the
Lord avoided that praQtice, his fpeech at Funerals being taken’
up not with Praifing the Dead, but with Inffruéting the Liwing.
concerning Death,the Refurre®ion,theJudgement to come and’
the like feafonable Truths, Thus did he Preach the Word, be-
ing inftant in feafon and eut of feafon, reproving, rebuking,
exhorting, withall long-fuffering and do&rine. In his pub-
lick Minittry in England he went over 2 Samucl, Chap. 4,
Pfiln 4. and Palm 16, Proverbs, Chap.1.” If:iah, Chap.1.
and Chap. 6. Luke, M2 and 23 Chapters.  Romens, Chap. 8.
2: Bpft. to Timothy 5 2 Epift. of Fubny acd the Epifite Qt"_
de,

: Ai'mj that he had chus painfully and fuithfully fpen: fifteen
b3 years
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vears in the Work of the Miniftry, Hethatholds the Sears ip
his right hand, had more work for him to do elfwhere . and
theretore she rage of Satanand wrath of men muft be fuf’fe‘red
to break forch, untill this choice Inftrument had his mouch
flopped in unrighteoulnefs,  The LefZure which he kepr ap
Prefect canfed him to he much taken notice of, and fo was (he
moreunto the Adverfuries of the Truth an obje® of Eavy
Magnam famam & magnam qiictem eodem tempore nemo pmﬁ
acquirere, Quint,  Wherefore Complaints being made againft
him for Non-Conformity to the Ceremonies, he was by the
Prelates Sufpended. This wasin Auguft, Anvo 1633. U der
this Sufpenfion he continued untill November folldwing : But
then, by means of the Interceffion of fome Gentlemen in
Eancafire, and by the influence of Simen Byby (anear Afli-
atce of the Bifhops) he was reftored again to his Publick
Miniftry,  After his Reftauration he more fully fearched into,
and alfo in his Miniltry handled the Points of Cb;trc/y-Difciplim.
And God gave him in thofe dayes not onely to fee, but alfo
to Inftru others in the Subjftance of the Congregationall-rway,
which came to pafs by his much reading of the holy Scriprures,
and his being very converfantin the Writings of Cartwrighe,
Parker, Baynes, and Ames.  But this reftored Liberty conti-
nued not long ; for Ann0 1634. Bithop Nea/(he who was fome-
times by King Fnes pleafantly admonifhed of his Preaching
Popery, beciufe by his carriage he taught the people to pray
for a bleffing upon his dead Predeceffor) being now become
Archbifbop of York,, {ent his Vifitorsinto Lancafbire ; of- whom
Do&or Corfins (whofe Cozening Devotions Mr. Pryx hath
made notorious to the world) was one: Thefe Vificors being
come into the Country (74 ws02is guvrasias, Kept their
Courts at spigan; where, amongft many other unrighteous
procecdings, having Mr. Aather convened before them, they
pafled a Senterce of Swfpcafion agrinft him, meerly for. his
Neon-Conformiry 1o the Inventions of men in the Worfhip of
God. 1t was marvellous to fee how God was with him
caufing a Spirit of Courage ard of Glory to reft upon him,
and filling kim with wildome when he ftood before thofe

Judges,
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Judges, who were not willing chat he fhould fpeak for himfclf,
or declare the Reafors which convinced his Confcience of the
unlawfulnefs of that Conformity which they required.  Con-
cerning the Lords.prefc.ncc wich him at that rime, himfelf doth
in a Manufcript lettin his Study thus exprefs ic: [ the piffa-
ges of that day, 1 bhavethis to blifs the.Name of God for, tha
vhe tirronr of their threatning words, of their Purfevants, and of
tleriflof their Pomp, did not (o tevrific wy minde, bur thar [
corld ﬁ nd before them Without being daunted in the leaft meafure,
but an'wored fg my [elf fuch Words of truth and [ bernels asthe
Lord 'pur into my) mouth, net berg afraid of their faces ar all:
Which [upperting and comforting prefence of the Lord I connt nor
much L fs mercy, then if I had been altogether proferved ont of
their bands,

Being thus filenced from Publick Preaching the Word, means
was agatn ufca by Mr. Mathers friends to obrain his Liberty

butall invain, The Vifitor asked how long he had besn a-

Miniiter ? Anfwer was made, Thar he had been. in the Mini-
firy fifteen years. And (faid he) how often hath he worn the
Surplefs ? Anfwer was returned, That Le had never worn ir,

whar (faid the Fifitor, {wearing as he {pakeit) preach Fifteen-

years and never Year a Surple(s 2 1t had been batrer for him that
b had gosten Scven Baftards.  This was a Vifitors judgement.

. .
§dev up s

Wherefore the cafe being thus, he betook himfelf to a pri-

vate life: and no hope being left of enjoying Liberty agan

ia bis Native Land; torefeeing alfo (Sapiens Divinat) the ap-
proaching Calamities of Eangland, he meditated a Rermovail
into New- England,  The principall Arguments whercby Le
was @nvinced that he had a Divine Callto engage in o great
and hazardous a Defign, he drew up togsther, and priilem
intoform, Which becaufe they are of we'gir, and béciule
Poltericy may thereby fee whar were the fwayiigMothes which
prevailed with the Virft-fathers'of N. E. to venture vpon

that unparallell’d Undegtaking, evento Tranfpore themfslvas

their Wives and Little ones, over the rude Waves of the vajt
Ocean, into a Land which was not fown; . We fball therefore
hereinfert them, . A  Arcoimnts,

It
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““Arguments tending to prove the Rémoving from
‘' 0ld-Erglandto New, or10fome fuch like place,
““to be not onely lawful, but alfo neceffary for
¢« them that are not otherwife tyed, but free,

ARGUMENT 1T,

Propol. 7Y remove from acorrupt Church to 3 purer,

« is necellary for them that ave nos othermife
“tyed, but free: asappears,

1, If-a purer Church be abetter giftthen a corrupeer
*“ Church, the aforefaid Removing mentioned in the Propo-

“ {iiion, is neceffary.
¢

«

The reafon of the Confequence s, Becaufe we are com.

‘“ manded to choofe the beft gifts, 1 Cor,12.31,

“ Butapurer Churchisa better giftthen a Church more

‘““corrupt, “Ergo, A

' 2. If wefhould notunneceffarily endanger our felves to

““be corrupred, then the Removing mentioned in the Propo-

“{ition, is neceflary,

**  The Reafon of the Confequence is, Becaufe by ftaying

** voluntarily in places corrupt, we do endanger our fejves to

““be corrupted, 1 Cor.5.6. Eccle[9.18,

* But thatis forbidden by the fixch Commandment, Frgo,
3, If we ought not to behold evil voluntarily, then the

¢ Removing mentfoned in the Propofition, is neceflary, .
The Reafon of the Confequence is, Becaule by faying

““ volunrarily in corrupt places, when weare free to gemove,

“ we do behold evil voluntarily.

“  But that we ought not, Pfal.119.37. Ergo.

Aflumption. *“ Bas 10 remove from England to N. E.

“or fime fuch like place, is to remove from a corrupter
““Churchio s purer.  Ergo. '

€«

ARGUM.
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ARGUMENT 1L

propol. ¢ Toremove from aplacewhere ihe Trwth and the
UG profiors of ds are-perfeewted , wnto & place of more

u,qw'elmﬁ and [afety, is neceffary for them that are free.

This appears by thefe Arguments; vie, )
s 1, That which hath a Divine Commandment for ir, is
¢ peceflury.
“ mEBu[ fg itis-here, Matth,10.23.
¢« 5. That which hach the imicable and commended Example
«of Chrift, and other faithful Servants of God for i, is ne-
¢ ceflary, Mat.11.29. 1 Per.2.21, 1 Joh.2.6. Phil.3.17,
¢ But to remove from Perfecution hath the imitable Example
«of Chrift, Matth.2.14. & 12.15. Luke4.10. fob, 8. 59,
s e 10,39, And of other faithful Servants of God, wiz,
“of Eliw, 1Kings 19, 3. Mofes,Exod,2.15. Paxly, A&s 9,
%25, Ergo, ) . .
« "3, If not removing from Perfecution when a man is not
s otherwife tyed, butfree, be a Tempting of God, an expo-~
“fing of ones felf to unneceffary danger, and fo againft the
“ fixth Commandment ; Then the removing mentioned in the
* propofition of this fecond Argument, is neceflary,
*“  But the formifis true,  Ergo, :
“ 4, If notremoving from Perfecution when a man is free,
¢ be a wrong to the Church, then the Propofition is true,
« TheReafon uf the Confequenceis, Becaufe we ought not
¢ to wrong, but to feek the benefit and falvation of the Church
“and Ele® of God, asfaras is inus, 1 Cor.10.33, 2 T'im,

({3
2.10.
“  Butnot removing. as aforefaid is a wrong to the Church,

“becaufe it depriveth the Church of the benefit of fuch a
* mans life and pains, as migheif he had peaceand liberty, be
“ profitable to the Church; whereas a voluntary flaying in
* places of Perfecution, ¢&¢. doth hinder profic and benefit
*“ which the Church mighc receive by fuch a man,

-3 Be
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“ 5. Becaufea mans frailty is oft-times more then he -
«ethof, and ina time of ¢ciall A?l utex it felf, as appela::: b
« the Profeffors revélted in the Pelatinate. This infirmicy ol;'
“ mans Nature. made Ridley. 1o counfel thofe thar were nog
“taken to 2v8id the Realm; and:Mr. Bradford on the fame
«ground giveth thé fame counfel to, Erkinald Rawling and Lis
“ Wife. XitsdMow. Vol.3.pag. 518. & pag.310,

Affumpt. < But to remove from Old England 1o New,
“ 5 toremove from a place where the Truth and Proféﬁ
“[fors of it are perfecuted., to 4 place of more quict-
¢nefs.  Ergo. :

ARGUMENT 1, "

¢« allthe Ordinances of Ged, meedful tothe well beiy

“ Churches aud particular Chriftians in regard of 1

“ Spiritual eftate, untoa place where w: may, is necef:
<< (ary for them that are free.

. 1. Becaufe we are commanded to feek alf Spiritual blef:
“* fings, with allthe means of the fame, Math.6.33. fop.6,
“ 27, Col.3.1. e ’
“ 2. Beraufe the Spoufe of Chrift wiil#rcﬂ: feeking her
« g::lbvcd, till fhe finde himin the fullef aveans, Cam. 1.7,
“er o3.1,2,3.
3, Becaufe there is none of the Ordinanees of God, but
“ they are needful and profitable for the prefervation and
“ growth of Churches and Chriftians in grace, To think any
¢ of themnot needful, -or not profitable, were to difparage
¢ the Wifdome of him that appointed them, :
“ 4. Becaufeif it be neceflary to remove for the enjoying
“ of fome of Gods Ordinances, it is neceflary to remove for
““ the enjoying of all, and in the want of any one, '
“ The Reafon of the Confequence is, Becaufe it cannot be
““dhewed from Scripture, at what Qrdinance a man is fet at
’ ¢ liberty

Propol. <« To remove from a place where we canpot enjey
0
el
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tibasty from feeking dny farther by removing, And ano-
p ,;;“"'.,' fonis, Dmgmwaom agz not of seceffity to the
.’.‘Wmﬂmwgl witra€ Church, or atrue Chriftian, no
« moresreany s And asfome sre neceflary to the well-being
st of #1TVE ureh and @ triie Chirillian, even fo areall,

(umpt.  © But that the Removal js meceflary for the en-
A “ l'ajfmm of fome.of Gods Ordinances, a5 for Preaching
"t of the Word, will not be denied. 4 Ergo. -

" ARGUMENT .,

Propef. ¢ Toremove from 4 Church where the Difcipline
«¢ of Chrift is wanting, 10 a Church where it may be enjoy-
%, is necefsary.to them ihai are free.

« 1. If Difcipline bean Ordinance of Chrift, then the Re-

% maving mentioned in the fourth Argument, is neceflary,

¢ The Reafon of the Confequenceis, Becaufe the voluntary

¢ wanting any Ordinance of Chriftis finful, o

s - Befidesthe third Argumept fhewed, That Remora! for

sche enjoying’ of all Gods Ordinances, & neceffary th them

% chat are free,

But Difciplingg ‘ Ordinance of Chrift, Mmb.";,é.m,'.

v 18,17,  Ergosr . _—
% 2, If Difcipline bea pareof Chrifts Kingl:!‘omb.ia,nd ane-
¢ ceffary and effletual means forpecferving the Chuseh, and
* the ogher Ordinances from orruption;, then the removing
% mentioned in the Rropofition i neceflary.
% TheReafon of the Confequenceiis, Becaufe the voluntary
* wanting any part of Chrifts Kirigdome, any n,égtﬂ;lry and
+ effe®ual means o preferverthe Church ftorh Corrupiion, s
“finful, Luke 19.14)%7. Pfal,zn3. Socend Ruritiin in thie Lords-
“Prayer, S L s
“.. Bue Difeiplineis a part of Chrifts Xingdome, aneceffary
“ and efictiual means, & ¢, 1/2.9.6. 1 Cor.15.24. Ergo. |
3. If removing from a Family where is no Govcrurzcnt
€2 ““or
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“or good order for fuppreffing of fin and wickednefs, to-ans
¢ other where is, be meceflury fop,one thav isfree, then the

“ removing mentiotied .iri the Bropofition-of.this fourth Argy.
* ment is necefliry, '

“  The Reafon of the Confequence.is, Becaufe thereis ope

‘“and the fame Reafdn for both,

“  But removing fcom{uch a Familyis neceflary for one thay

““is free, Becaufea voluntary faying in places of .danger is4

“Yemp:ing of God. Erge. - )

Aflumpt. < But to remove from Old England to New,
““3s to remove from a Charch where the Difcipline of
< Chrift is wanting, 10 & Church where it may be en--
joyed.  Ergo.. '

ARGUMENT v/

(. <« Toremove from a place where the Minifters of,
““God are wnjuftly inhibised from she execution of ‘their
~ “Funclions, 108 place where shey may more freely exe-
< cuge.the {ame, 1 necefiary 10 them shat are nos aber- -
- wifgsyed, but free,- ' _
« 1, God hath fometimes commandedw" ving infucha .
* cafe as this, Adic.2.6,10. A&s22.18. 7 i
“ 2. The godly have pradifed a removal in fuch'a cafe, .
2 Chron.11.14,16.. Af513.46,. ' :
¢+ 3. The Minifters gifts and talents thould not bé idié, bue .
¢ be impfoyed for the Churches profit, 1 Cor.13.7. 1 Pet.4,10,:.
““ 4. The fin of inhibiting the Lords Mirifters, is a fore-
‘“runner of fome fudden and grievous Judgement, /(. 30. -
““10,13. when itisfor no caufe, or fortrifles, 7/4.29.31.

Allumpt, <-But to remove from Old England 1o New, &
“toremove from a place where the Minifiers of God ure
““unjuftly inhibited , to a place where they may more
e svrrute theiv Funiions, Ergo.
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ARGUMENT VI

propol. ¢ 70 remove from & place where are fearful figas

“ccof Defolation , 10 4 place where one may have well-

<« grounded hope of prefervation, and of Gods proteition, .

« g mecefJary 10 them that are free..

« 1. Becaufe it is the property of a wife man to forefee the
« plague, and to hide himfelf, Prov.22.3. -

«' 5. Becaufe Ged hath commapded to remove in fuch cafe,
« Mic.2.10. So Lot was commanded to go out of Sodom, be-
« fore the deftruion theceof, Gen.19.° '

“ o3, Becaufe there are commended Examples of them
« that have done this ; . as.of Noak retiring into the
«Ack, Lot leaving Sodom, The godly leaving fernfalem, a
« Jictle before the taft defttuction thereof by the Romans, and
« going forth to Peda. See Brinfley in True waich, Part 3.
 pag. 76. 118. Cartwrighe.on Prov. 22. 3. and - Furiss on
« Revel.12.14. . :

“ 4., Becaufe Nature teacheth to feck onos own preferva--

“ion. v
« - g Bécaufe the fixth Commandment teacheth the fame,

« and maketh voluntary ftaying in places of dangerto be a -

¢ degree of Selt-murther, .

Affumpt: < Bés 20 remove from Old England s New, .

« Js to remove from a place where are figns of fearful
< Defolationto & place where one may have ie/[~££n£d
« hope of Gods proseition.. ‘

«: This Affumption is made goed by the proof of two things :

“"Fiyﬁ, Tba: .in 0/d Engiand there are many figns of fea§f§ui

« Defolation. Now figns of Defolation are fuch as thefe, and

«whether they be found in Ewgland, let it be confidered.

¢ 1, Abundance of finand finners, Hofi4.1,2. Fer.5.9

- 2;: Impunity of {inand finners. '
C3: 3. Ge-

17
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“ 3, GeneralSecurity, 1 Thefls. 2,3, Matth24.18,
“19,28,29, szlv.x.rz.’ I's: 2438, Luky

:: ff:S'?T!he taking away of Gode desr and faithful Servants,
“ g} Not profiing by former Judgements, Amoy 4.6,
1 , Cre.

o 6. Warnings by the Lords Minifters, Ames 3.9, Ui
“ 44.26. *
“ 7. Examples of Gods wrathful Judgements on others
“ no worfer finners, fer.7.12. Rom. 11, Mr, Brinfley theweth
“ atlarge, That the fame fins which brought the Captivity of
=0 years on Fudab, do as much abound in England as ever
“ they did in fudab; and that therefore we may certainly exped
¢ defolation for our fins, unlefs courfe were taken fpeedily by
¢« general Repentance and Reformation to pacifie the Lords
“wrath, In3d Part of True warch, throughout the whole
“ Book, and more efpecially inpar.493. & 503,657,

“ The other thing to make good the Affamption, is, Thatin
* New-England one may have well-grounded hope of Gods
“ prote@ion, and for tharchere are thefe Reafons ;

“ 1, The Promife of Godto preferve Chuwchesand Chri-
+ ftians which purely obferve his Word antt Ordinances, fiithe
“ fully execute Juftice and Judgement, ¢vc. For which, fee
“thefe places ; Jf2.4.5,6, 2 Cor,15.2, Revel. 3.8,9,10, Ifa,
‘52,17, & §4.17. _ .
«” 3. The Example of Gods proteding and preferving fitch
“in former time, as 2 Chron.17, 3,4,9,10. As long as- {fpael
¢ kept and walked in Gods wayes, no Enemy was ableto prer
*“vail againft them, e,

“ 3. No inftance-can be given to the contrary, when God
‘s ever fuffered any people to perifh that did purely obfer ve his
““ Ordinances, and execute Juftice and Judgement, untjll by
“their defe@ion and fin they had forfeired their happinefs,
¢t and made ¢hemfelves ‘naked, and caufed their Shield 't de-
“ part from them, Ergo, &c.

AR
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- “An Brgument concerning Minifters onely.
“ To remove from fich a place where the Paflors of the
<c Congregation canmot exercife the Lords Difcipline
“ by Ruling and Governing their own Flocks by Cen-
« furing thefe that ought 10 be Cenfured , &c. to 4
< place where they may do it, is nece[sary for thems thas
“are free.
« 1. Becaufetheyare commanded to fulfill their Miniftry»
« and to perform all cthe pares of their Paftoral Office, Celoff
“4.17. 2 Tim. 4.§. And this of Adminiftring the Keyes of
« Difcipline is oue, Matth.16.19.

« 5. Becaufe Chrilt hath no where difpenfed with themin
“ any part thereof,

« 3. Becaufe God hath reproved them that haye fiiled to-

 do this, Rew.2.20.

« 4. Becaufe Parents and Mafters are bound to removeif
“ they were in fuch Commonwealths, where they mighe not
“ be {uffered to Rule and Govern their own Children and Ser-
“vames. The Reafon whereof is, Becaufe they are bound to
“preferve their Children and Servants from being over-

*“ thrown, if it be i their power ; butwheré fuch reftraintis, .

“ they are in danger to be overthrown.

*  Now the Confequence of the Reafon is, That then Mini-
“fters being free, are bound to remove, if they be infuch
*“ place where they may not govern their own Flocks.

“ " The Reafon of which Confequence is, Becaufe of Parents
“and Mafters over their Children and Servants; and of Pa-
¢ ftors over their Congregations, there is par Ratio, That if
‘“one be bound in cafe atorefaid to remove, the other are
¢“ bound in the like cafe to remove 2ifo.

_ Thefe' Argumeats were thus prefented ro the Confideratior

of fome godly Minifters, and. other Chriftians in £ encafire, a
feveral Meetings for that end.  Nothing was futisfactorily faia
‘ 0
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to take off the {trength of théfe Reafons: But many ‘were
thereby perfwaded chat bis Call to _Nm-Eqﬁad was clear,
yea even his own peeple at Texteth, who did fo dearly love hig
Perfon, and highly prize his Miniftry , yet thonght he.was

~now Called of God to leave them, -And hereunto he was the

more inclined, by fome Letters of Mr, Cortens and Mr, Hoskers
who were lately arrived in New- Exglend, and wrote (as chen
there was caufe ) very encouragingly unto godly people to
come after them, Mr. Hooker in one of his Letters had thig
Expreflion; In 4 werd (faith be) if I may [peak my own
thoughts fully and freely, though there are very many places Where

min may recesve and expcél more Earthly Commodsties, yet I dy

belicve there ds mo place this day spon the face of the Earth, Where
A graciows beart and a judiciens bead may veoisve more [biritual
good to himfclf , and do more temporal and [Pivitwal good to

Lathers,

Being then fully fatisfied concerning the clearnefs of his

-Call for New- England, after many Prayers, and extraordinary

feekings unto God, he engagéd upon the Tranfportation of
himfelf and Family thither. His parting with' his People and
other Friends in Lancafbire, was like Panls taking his leave of
Ephefus, with much forrow, many tears being fhed by thofe
who expedted to fee his face no more in this world, This
Journey was begun in April 1635. when he travelled to
Briffel in order to taking Ship there. Inthis Journey he was
forced (as fometime Brewtins was) to change his outward
Habit that he might travel sucogmito, becaufe Purfevants were
defigned to Apprehend him; but by this means he efcaped
them. From Briffo/ he fet Sail for New-England May 23,
1635. TheLord, after manifold Trials of Faith and Patience,
brought him in fafety to the deflired Haven. Tt is feldome
known, that a man defigned in Gods Ecernal Counfel to fpe-.
cial Service for his Name, doth notat one time or other ex-
perience Eminent Deliverances of Providemce : So it was with
this Servanc of the Lord not once nor twice, Sundry emi.
nert Salvations from deadly Dangers did the Lord vouchfafe
unto himin his Childhood, which he would fpeak of in his

-old
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td Age: But the moft remarkable and memorable of all

ther, was that which hapned to him on the mighty Waters,
oh“é he that fits upon the Floods, and tliflech che raging of
wh, Gea when the Waves thereof roar, and whom the Winds
‘bcv (hewed bimfelf wonderful in goodnefs : for when the
3eﬂ'e'l was upon the Coafts of New-England, there arofe a
fearful Storm (which the. Americgns are wonrto call an Hira-
cano) by means whereof "they were in no fmall danger ; And
had not the Lord ftrangely turned the Wind in an inftant, they
had all perifhed upon the Rocks which were jult before, and
wichin fight of them in the Ship, The Relation of this ob-
fervable Providence we fhall here fet down in Mr, Afathers
own words, left written by himfelf in his Zournall from Lan-
cafbire (O New-England, Thus he writeth concerning it,

Auguft 15. 1635, The Lord had not yer done With us, nor
bad be let ws [ee all his Power and Goodnefs Which he Would have
ws take the knowledge of - And therifore abont break of day, be
fent & moft serrible Storm of Rain and Eafferly wind, whereby
we were sn a5 much danger a5 I think ever people were,
when we came to Land, we fornd maiy mighty Trees vent in
pieces in the midft of the Bole, and others turned up by the Roots,
bythe fiercentfsthereof. e loft in that Morning three Anchors
and Cables, one baving never been in the Water before , two were
broken by the violence of the Storm, and the third cut by the Sea-
men in cxtremity of diftrefs, to fave the Ship and their and onr
Lives. Andwhen onr Cables and Anchors were all loft, we bad
no oxtwardmeans of Deliverance but by hoyfing Sail, if [o be e
mighe. get to Sea, from among[t the Iflands and Rocks where we
had Anchored : But the Lord et us (ee that our Sails conld mot
Jave wa neither, nomort then the Cables and Anchors, for by the
force of the Wind and Stormthe Sails were rent afunder, and

[Plit in pictes aesf they had been but votten Rags, [o that of div.

vers of them there Was fearce left a5 much as an hand-brog
that was wot rent in pieces, or blown away into the Sea: Se.

at that time all hope that We foould be faved, in vegard of

swsward appearance , was wtrerly taken away , and ibe rasher,”

X '
becanfe
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becanfe we feemed to drive with full force of Wa’ud'dfn&l; ¥pon
amighty Rock. fanding oxt in fight above Woater, fo that we dig
but consinnally wast when we foould hear and feel the doleful craft-

.dng of the Ship upon sbe Rock,  Im this extremsity and appearance

of Death, as diftrefs and diftraition wonld fuffer ss, we cried

tothe Lord, and he was pleafed to have compaffion upon sy : for

by his over<ruling Providence, and his own immediate good band,

be guided the Ship paft the Rock , affwaged the violence of the §eq

and of the wind, . It was aday much to be remembred, becanfe

on that day the Lord granted sus as wonderful & deliverance, & |

think, ever any people had felt.  The Seamen confeffed they never

knew the like. The Lard fo imprint the memory of it in onr

hearts, thas, We may be the better forit, and be careful to pleafe

bim, and to walk wprightly before bim s long as we live,  Aud

1 hope we [hall nor forget the paffages of that morning untill our

dying day. In al thes grievous Storm my fear was the lefs,

when I confidered the clearncfs of my Calling from God this way,

Andin fome meafure (the Lords holy Name be bleffed for it) he

geve us hearts contented and Willing that be Moould do with ns and

ours what be pleafed, and whas might be moft for the glory of bi

Name, andinthat we refted onr felves. But When news Was .
brought us into the Gun-room that the danger was paft, Ob bow -
oxr bearts did then relent, and melt within us! we borft ont inta

tears of joy among [t onr felves sn love unto'our gracionsGod, and.
admiration of his kindnefs, in gramting to bss peor Servants [wch

an Extraordinary and Miraculous Deliverance. . His boly Name -
be bleffed for ever!

Thus farre is Mr. Mathers Rélation of this fignal Provi-
dence, as left written with his owa hand. And chis is the
more to be taken notice of, becaufe the lives of feveral Choice .
Joftraments of Gods Glory, were then faved : For not onely
Mr. AMather bimfelf, buc two of his Sons, who are now faith-
full Minifters of God, were in that Vefl-l; and fo likewife
Wik that Worthy Minifter of Chrft Mr. fomathan - Mitched,

¥ Faichtul and Famous Paftor of the Church of Cambridge.
# New-England, he being then a Childe of Eleven year[s{ of
8¢
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. Alfo this Deliverance is the more remarkable, in that
feveral Veffels were calt away in that Storm, A Ship called the
Angel Gabriel , which fet out from Briffel with the Veflel
wherein'Mr. Mather was, being then at Anchor at Pemeguid,
was broke in pieges ; and the very fame ftrange and fudden
curn of Wind whxch' faved the Veflel wherein Mr, Mather was,
ruined the other which came from England at the fame time,
Alfo ther [
Bay, which was caft away in this Storm, and all the people
cherein loft, except two that were fpared to report the News.
And amongft others in that Veflel which then perifhed, there
was a precious Minilter of the Gofpel, viz. Mr. Avery, who
wich his Wife and five Children all perifhed. This Minifter
(though it be a Digreffion, {ﬂ the Story being fo worthy of
remembrance., let it -here be recorded ) every moment ex®

ing that the next Wave would bea Wave of Death, lifted
up his eyes to Heaven, faying, Lord, I casnot challenge 2 Pro-
mife of the prefervation of my Iigc, but according to thy Cove-
want I chaflenge Heaven : Which he had no fooner fpoken, byt
2 Waveimmediately came and fwept him away, .and fo wafted
him to Heaven indeed. And by the way let it further be
noted, That this which hath been mentioned is the onely Veffel

which mifcarried with Paffengers from 0/d England to New,

fo fignally did the Lord in his Providence own the Plantation
of New-England.

But (to d%grefs no further) this Storm being allayed, the
Lord brought them'fafe to an Anchor before Bofon, Augnft
17. 1635. Mr. Mather abode with his Family for fome
Moneths in Boffon; and both he and his gracious Confort
joyned to the Church there. W

Being thus by a mighty hand and an out-firetched A?l“ﬁ*ar
brought into New-England, Motions from fundry Towng::*

were foon prefented to him, defiring that he would imploy
the Talent which the Lord had enriched him with, for the work
6f.the Miniftry amongft them. At the fame time he was de-

>

fired at Plimouth, Dorchefter, and Roxbary. Being ina gleat’
ftrait in his own minde which of thefe Jnwir:rions o actept”

D2 Of;

¢ was then a Ship, going between Pifcatagua and the -
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of, Con(idering thatin difficulc cales Counfel i$an Oedinanca.
of God, whereby he. is wont to difcover his will, he there.
forereferred himlelf co the Advice of fome judicious Friends ,

among( whom, - Mr. Cotton and Mr, Hooker were chiief, whe
met to Confult of this weighey Affuir ; And their Advicé wag

That he\ﬁwpldaecep;of the-Motion from Dorchefer, Whic[’,
being accordingly accepted of by him, hedid (by the help of
Chrilt) fetupon that great Work of Gathering a Church, the
Ghurch which was firft planted in that pluce being removed
with the Reverend Mr. s7arbam 1o Comefticot. There was an
E(fzy towards Gathering a Church April 1. 1636. buc by
reafon thac the Meffengers of Neighbour-Churches were nog
fatisfied,, concerning fome that were intended Members of
thac Foundation, the Work was deferred untill Augauft 23,
when a Church was Conftituted in Dorchefier acgording to the
QOrder of the Gofpel, by Confeflion and Profefiion of -Faith
and Mr. AMather was chofen Teacher of- that Church, ’

Being thus again fetled in the Lords Work, he therein con-
tinued unto his dying day ; the Lord making him an Eminent
Rlefling not onely to Dorcheffer, but to all the Churches and
Planticions round about, for the fpace of near upon Four and
thivty years, ’ :

It is a true Ob{ervation which many from Luther have taken
up, wiz. That threethings make an able Divine, :

1. Meditatso, Study. Suchan one muft give himfelf to
Reading and Meditation, - _

2. Oraria , Prayer. A Man of God muft be'a.man of
Prayer,cven ever & anon upon his knees before God : And bez -
Oraffe eft bene Studuifle.  Bradfordthe Martyr and Cartwright
the Confeffor, {tudied kneeling,

3. Tentatio; Tempration, As when Chrift was to enter
ure 1 his Pubi k Miniftry he was grievoufly tempeed ; fo it is
wont to be wich his Servants, and fo it was. with this good
man. The Lord having great Service for him to do, he muft
undergo great Temptations, that he might be the better fitted
for that whereunto he was called. ) .

Wherefore before, and for fome years afterhis accgg;g

e
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eﬁc&ge‘mion in Dorchefter, he was in l}mch Cpiritnal diftrefs

reafon of uncertainties concerring his owa Eternal eftute,
He did (asin wifdome he was bound to) keep thefe troubics
fecrec from men, onely he revealed the diftrefs of his $oul o
that great Divine Mr, Nerton, then Teacher to the Church
in [p/wich, unto whom (under Chri?) God, gave the tongue
of the Learned to fpeak a word in feafon, whereby his soul
was Comforted ; the Lord giving him to fee that he was
walking to Heavenin the fame way that David, Afzph, Heman, .
e, had gone before him, ] '

During the time of his Pilgrimage in New-Englind he
under-went not fomany Changes, as before that he had done;
‘for he never removed his Habication out of Dorchefter, albeit
he had once ferious thoughts that way, by reafon that his
old peoplein Toxteth, after that the Higrarcky was depofed in
England, fenc to him, defiring his returh to them: But Por-
chefter Was in-no wife willing to forgoe their intereft in him,
therefore he left them not. Neverthelefs, he did in New-
England (as in 2 Wildernefs might be expected) experience

Trials of his Faith and Patience. That which of out-
ward Afiti&ions did moft agrieve him, was the Deach of Lis
dear Wife, who had beenfor fo many years the greateft out-
ward Comfort and Blefling which he did enjoy : Which Af-
#:&ion was the more grievous, in that fhe being a Woman of
fingular Prudence for the Management of Affuirs, had taken
off from her Husband all Seenlar Cares, fo that he wholiy de-
voted - himfelf to his Study, and to Sacred Imployments.
After he had continued in the ftate of Widowhood a yearand
half, Ite again changed his Condizion, and was Married to
the pious Widow of that defervedly Famous Man of God
Mr, Jobn Cotron, and her did God muake a Bleffing and a
Comfort to him during the remainder of his dayes, ‘

Old Age now being come upon him, he was fenfible of the,
Infirmities thereof, being in his laxter yearsdomething thick -
of Heaning : Alfo (as it was with grear Zanchy) the fight in
one of his Eyeés failed, feven years before his Death.” Yer
God gave him Health of Body and. Vigour of Spiritin a won- -

D 3. derful
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‘detful meafure, foas.that in fifty years together, he was

by SickngTs detrined fo much az gne Lotﬁs-day from Publl‘i(c,ltg
Labours. Which continucd Health (as to' Naturat caufes )
procegded partly from his ftrong Conftitution of Body, and
partly from his accuftoming himfelf to a plain and wholfome
Diet. Boni Dicta ¢ft potior quovie Hippocrate, He never
made ufe of any Phyfician, nor was he ever in all his life fick
of any acute Difeafe. Onely the two laft years of his Zif; he
was forely afliGed wich that Difeafe which fome have called
Flagellum Stadioforum, viz. T he Stone, which at laft brought
him to an end of all his Labours and Sorrows.

Concerning the Time and Manner of his Sicknefs and Death,
thus it was. There being fome Differences in Boffen, Counfel
from Neighbour-Churches was by fome defired, to dire&®
them in the Lord what fhould be done: Accordingly the
Churches fent their Meflengers, and Dorchefer Church, a-
mongft others, fent Mr. Mather their aged Teacher, who
Aflembled in Boffow, April 13. 1669. He was, becaufe of
his Age, Gravity, Grace and Wildome wherewith the Lord
had endowed and adorned him, chofen the AModerator in that
Reverend Affembly,  For divers dayes after his being thusin
.Confultation, he enjoyed his Health as formerly, or rather,
better then for fome time of late. But as Zsther when Af-
fembled in a Synod was furprized with a violent Fit of the
Stone, whence he was forced to return home, his Friends
having Little hopes of his life ; (o it was with this holy man,
For April 16. 1669, he wasinthe night, being then in his
Sons houfe in Boffow, taken exceeding ill through a totall
ftoppage of his Urine. The next morning he therefore re-
turned home t0 Dorchefter.  Great was the favour of God
towards him, that he fhould be found abour fuch a bleffed
rwork_as then he was ingaged in, for the Lord found him fin-
cerely and earneftly endeavouringto be a Peic:-maker. His
being thus taken yhen ac a Synod, brings to minde that of the
Girman Phenx .

Viximus in Sgnodis, & jam moriemur in il N
ow
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Nowasufually Providence fo ordererh, that they who have™
been fpeaking all their lives long, fhill not fay much when
they come to die: Bleffed Hscksr in his lalt Sicknefs, when
Friends would have had him anfivered to fome Enquiries which
might havemade for their Edification after he was gone, he re--
ferred them wholly to the things which he had tanght them in
his health, becaufe then he had enough ta do to grapple wich
his own bodily weaknefs , &¢. Neither did th’s good man
{peak much in his laft Sicknefs eicher to Friends or to his-
Children. Onely his Son who is now Zeacher of a Church
in Boffon, coming to vifit his Facher, and perceiving the
Sympromes of Deathto be upon him, f{aid unto him, Sir, if
there be any [peciall thing Which you wonld recommend wunto me
to.do, in cafe the Lerd fhould [pare me upon the Earth, after
yon are in Heaven, I would intreat yow to exprefs it. At the
which, his Father making a litcle paufe, and lifting up hiseyes -
and hands to Heaven, replied, 4 fecial thing which I wonld
commendto you, g5, Care concerning the Rifing Generation in this -
Conntry, thas they be brougin under the Government of Chrift
in his Churchy and that When grown up and qualifed, they
bave Baptifm for their Children. I muft sonfefs I bave been
defeltive m to praitife , yer I have publickly declared my judge-
ment, and panififted my defires to prafiife that Which I think
onght 1o 6P herended , but the Diflenting of (ome inonr Church
difconragedme. I have thought that perfons might bave Right
to Baptifm, and yet nos to the Lords Supper  and I [e¢ mo canfe
to alter my jmdgemsent as tothas. particular.  And I fill think
thas perfons qualified according to the Fifth Propafition of the ;
24:: Synod-Book, , have Right te Buaptifw for- sheir Chil-

ren, S
* His bodily Pains continued upon him untilt April 22..
when in the Morning his Son aforementioned, coming to vifit
him, ‘asked his Father if he knew him, to whom he Replied
that he did, but was not able to fpeak any more to him:
Whereupon his Son faying, Now you will [peedily be in the
jopof yewr Lord; His Father lifted up his hands, but could:
-not fpeak.  Not long afier his Son again fpoke to him, fay--
ing,’,
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ing, Yow will quickly fce J:fiu Chrift, and that wilemaks o
mends for all yowr pains and [irrows: At which words his Fae
ther aguin hiced up his hands , but after that he tonk natice
of no perfon or thing, but continuing fpecchlefs untill aboye
10 b P. M. he quietly breathed forth~his laft. Thus did
thar Light that had been fhining in the Church above Fifiy
years, Expire, A ' .

As fome.of the Lords precious ones have had a reall ap.

_prebenfion and pra fenfe of their approaching D:ffolution

imprinted on their Spirits , fo it is-noted of Ambrofe and of
Gorgemia of old; and of Gefwer , Melanithon , and s anford
among Modern Divines: Thus it was with this  holy man
fome time afore his departure,  The laft Text which he taughe
from, and infifted long thereon, was that 2 Timothy 4.6,9,8.
1 am now readyto be ffired, andthetime of my departmre i ag
band ; I have fought a good fight , I have finifbed ty couxfe,
1 have kept the Faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me g
Crown of Righteoufne(s, which the Lord .the righteoss. Fudge will
give me at that day 5 and wot to me onely , but wnto all thems
alfo that love his appearing. And the portion of Scripture
which before that he had infited upon, was 7o 14. 14. AN
tie dayes of my appointed time, Will I Wait til my change come,
The Lord found his bleffed Servant fo doing. ~Alfg the laf
privatg Conference- Meeting which he was at in Océ:ﬂer, he
had prepared to fpeak from thofe words, 2 Cor.5.1. For we
know that if onr earthly boufe of this tabernacle Were diffolved,
we have a brilding of God, an houfe not made with hands, eter-
nall in the Heavens: But bodily pains prevented him from
fpeaking what was in his heart to have exprefled , the Lord
intending that he fhouid no more fpeak of, but fee that place
which he had fo much and fo often thought on, and long prayed
and longed to enjoy,

He was, efpecially in his laft Sicknefs, « Paftern of Patience,
¥or although extremity of pain, without any acute Difeafe,
was that which brought him to his Grave, yet he did never
fo much as once cry out from firft ro lalt; and it was very rare
to hear him fo much as groan (buc never grumble) undlsz_'

is
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pis dolorous Griefs. In this Sicknefs, whereof he died, ®
was much delighted in reading Do&or Goodwins Diféburfe
about Patience, in whlc!l Book he read 1ill the very day of his
Death. Once in his Sicknefs, his-Son faying to him, that
inafmuch as feveral fmall Stones were come from him in his
Urine, pow poffible he might have fome cafe’, his Father
anfwered with an affe@ing earnefinefs of expreffion, As for
that mastery the will of the Lord be done, Such was his grace
and patience. And at the fame time his Son faying to him,
God bath foewed bis grear faithfulne(s unto you, bavify wpheld
yow now for the [Pace of more then Fifty years in his Service,
and imployed you thevesn without ceafing | ‘which can be faid o
wery few men npon the face of the whole Earth. His Father replied,
Tou [ay true, 1 maft acknowledge thy mercy of God hath been
great towards me all my dayes ¢ but I muft alfo ackpowledge, that
7 have had many failings, andshe thownght of them abaferh me,
and Warkerh patienceinme. ‘When any one asked him how he
did; his ufual Anfwer was, Far fromwel, yet far better then
my iniguities deferve. Thusdid he (likeold Auffin wha died
radinfathe'Penitential PTilms) keep wp a [pirit of Repentance
to the laft. ‘ : .

As he was a man faithful and fearing God above many, fo
the Lord fhewed great faithfulnefs unto him, boeh in making
bim fervigeable wunto thelaft, yeaand continuing the vigour
of his Spirit, and power of his Miniftry. Few men, though
young, are known to Preach with fuch vigour as he did but
ten dayes before his death, Alfo the Lord was faithful and
gracious to him, in refpect of his Childrep, It was a fpecial -
token of  Divine favour unto fome of the Ancients, that their *
Sons after them fucleded in the Miniftry ; fo was it with the
Fathers of Grefory Nazianzen, Grfory Nyffes, Bafil, Hilary,
¢c. Andthe Lord cheered the heart of this his Servant-in
pisxv_um,byfgiving him to fee moft of his Sonsimployed -
in the ‘Miniftry hany years before theic precious Fachéer$™
deceafe,  He lefe four Sons inthat Wogk ; one of whom, iz
M. Fleazar Mather, late Paftor of the Churh av Northam-

~pen i New-England, went to his reft about three Mbﬁ
, ) AN
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aftgr his Father, with him to found forth the praifes of Gog:
amongt the Spirits of juft men made perfe®. The other
theee are yec {urviving, viz. Mr. Samuel Mather, Teacher
of a Church in Dublis ; Mr. Nathanicel Mather, late Minifter
of Barnftable in Devon, and fince in Rotterdams in Holland .
and Increafe Mather of Boftonin New-England, [ }
Concerning his Judgement. Touching matters of B,
and Doltrine, his large Catechifm which contains-the Summe
of- the Body of Divinity, ‘doth fufficiently manifeft his Orrho-.
doxnefs w0 the World. ~ Indeed he was a firenuous oppofer of
the Erroursof the Times. Touching worfbip and Difcipline,

- he_was for the true Congregational-Way, i oppofition to
Herh thextremes of Brewnifm on the one hand, and Pressy.
""x;“,,ifm on the other hand. As for Bmwnifm, he was of

e fame apprehenfion %ith Mry Dod and Mr. Corton, That-
God is not wont to make choice of men infamous for grofs
Vices (as that Brown and Barrow were) to be the Difcoverers
of momentous Truths.” And tp manifet that he was farre
from the Errour of that Way, he hathleft a judicious Ma-
nafcript, proving that although Power, i.e. Priviledge and
Liberty doth belong to the Frasernity, yet that Rwle is pros
per to the Presbytery of the Church, = As for Presbyterianifm,
his Printed Books in Anfwer to Mr. Herle and Mr. Rutherford,
‘few how farre he was diftant from thac Perfwafion. “Alfo
fome years before his Death, he prepared for tire Prefs an
Elaborate Difcourfe,, Entituled, 4 Plea for the Churches of
New-Englaod ; divided into Two Parts: T'he former being an
Anfwer to Mr. Rathbands Narration of Elgrch-Conrfes in
New-England ; The other containing Pofitive Grounds from
Scripture and Reafon, for the Juftificat®w of the Way of the
Churches in New- England> Not many weeks before his death
a Friend acquainting him, that fothe reported thathe had de-
clared himfelf to be a-Presbyterian; He teplied, - Zow rell me
a frange thing : 1 have written Books in Defence of the Con-
gregationall-way, as differing from the Preshytevian, and doth

“any oue [ay I declared my felf for that Perfwafion? It % mo-

thing fo.. At the fame time i being aid to bim, dhat he had:
the.
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: incipal hand in the Platform of Difcipline, and had he
;l:’ct gﬁanggd his judgement from chat? ,!-Iisl."mfwer was, No,
ot in An) one particular that I know of, )

His way of Preaching was plain, aiming to fhoot his Ar-
rows not over his peoples heads, but into their Hearts and
Confciences. Whence he ftudioufly avoided obfcure phrafes,
Exotick words, or gn unneceflary citation of Latine Senten-
ces, which fome men addi® themfelves to thg ufe of;  Mr,
_Da,d was wont to fay, That (o much Latine -was -fo much flefh
in 4 Sermon ; So did this humble man look upon the affetution
of fuch thingsina Popaular Auditeryto favour-of Carnal,wif-
dome. TheLord gavehim an excellent faculty in'making ab-
firufe things plain, that in handling the deepeflt Myfteries he
would accommodate himfelf to Vulgar Capacities, that even
the meaneft might learn fothething.  He knew how to exprefs
xerd xonas ¥ xowe xawvas. He would often afe that Say-
ing, Artis eff celare Artem.  And much approved thar of
Aupin; If (faidhe) I preach Learnedly, then onelythe Learn-
ed and not the Unlearned can underftand and prifit by me, bt
if 1 preack plainlv, then Learned and Unlearned both can under-

and, fo I may profir all. Hewas Mighty snthe Scriptures :
Whence Mr. Hooker would fay of him, Aty Brother Mashex &
a mighty man. Alfo his ufuall way of Delivery was very
Powerful, -Awakeninfg, and Zealous ; efpecially in his younger

ears, there being few men of fo great ftrength of bedy as
ie, which together with bis natural fervour of Spirit, being
fan&ified, made his Miniftry the more powerful. And the:
Lord went forth with his Labougs to the Converfion of many;”
both in Exglawd andin New- England. Yet though his way-of
Preachitig was plain and zealous, it was moreover Subftancidl

JeewJudicious. Evenin his beginning times, Mr.G1lebrand
Winilter in Zancafire ; and the more famows; faw?,
¢fboughhe did exceedingly Stammer in his otdinéryﬁ‘,
courf¢, he would Pray and Pregch as fluently as any xm“n}[
-once having heard him Preach, asked whac his Name might be?
And anfwer being made that his Name was Adatber; Nay
(Taid Mr. Gillebrand) call him Marser, Or believe it this x:an

: E - ath
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bath Subflance ia him, ~ Yea, fuch was his Sclidity of Fudge..
ment, that fome who were his Qppofites, yet did therefore -
gucatly Pefpe and honour him. Do&or Parr (then Bifhop
in the lfle of Man) having heard Mr. Mather was Silenced
lamented it, faying, If Mather be Silenced 1-am (orry for iy
for he was a [olid man, and the Charch of God hath they 4
great lofs. .

Becaufe he was cfteemed “eminently '?ndiciam, therefore
amongft the Rtverend Elders in New- England, he was much
improved in Managing the Controverfies then under Debate
a¥oyt Church-Government, The Difcourfe about the Church.
Jmt, and the Anfwer to the XXXIL Queffions | both
wriiten Anwo 1639, although they pafs under the Name of
the'Elders of New- England, Mr. Mather was the fole Authop.
of, as NJr. Cotton in fiis Anfwer to’Basly, pag.70. and Anfwér.
to william;, pag.63. and Mr. Nathaniel Mather in his Epiftle
to the XX[. Quefliows concerning Church-members and theip
*Children, havetruely related. And when there wasa Synod
‘called to Convene at Cambridge, Anno 1647. that Reverend
Affembly defired three Elders to draw up A Modell of
G hurch Government againft the nexc Seffion, viz. Mr.Cotton,
Mr. - Mather , avd Mr. Partrich. The Printed Platform of -
Difcipline is for the fubftance of it the fame with that which
was Compofed by Mr. Mather. It mightbe faid 8f him,-as.
was faid of that bleffed AZ4r1yr, that he was [paring in bi
Diu, (paring in his Speech’, moft [parving of all of hss Time, .
He was very diligent both as to duties of general and parti- -
culir Calling, which are indegd the two Pillars upon which
"Religion ftands.  As to his general Calling; He was muchin
Peayer, efpecially in his Study, where he oft-times Tpent whole.
dayes with God in fuing for a Bleffing upon himfélivw-
dren, and upon the people to whom he was relatedi #edap--
+on the whole Country where he lived.” The Requelts which-

on fuch occalions he put up;to God in Jefus Chrift, and alfo
éﬁ-)ﬁs heart was moved to believe that God heard him, he
W (many of them) in writing amonglt his private Papers,-
Hupafe tha {0 himfelf might huve recourfe. unto thofe Ex--

‘ perienees:



Mr. Richarde Mather.

yiencesin @ time of darknefs and Temprationt, alfo that Lis
Sons after him might fce by their Fathers Example, what it is
t0 Walk before God, Now whata lofs is it to the world when
fuch a Righteous man is taken away ! Well might Philo and
erome weep bitterly, when they heard of the death of any
fuch men,- heciufeic portended evil tothe places where they
had lived, and ferved God.  As Le was much in Praver, fo he
was very frequent in Hearing the word, It s his manrer
to actenddeveral LeGures in Neighbour- Congregations, - unill
his D.feafe made him unabje to ride; yea. and ufuvally evento,
his old Age (as did Mr. Hilderfbam ) he took Notes from
thofe whom he heard ,” profefling that he found pront
in it. . ; ‘
As to his particular Calling, he was evenfrom his youth a
’yrd Student. Yea his minde was fo intent upon his Work
{and Studies, that the very morning before he died, he im-
portuned thofe Friends that watched with him to help bim into
his Study : They urging that he was not ableto go fo farre,
he defired them to help him and try, which they did: batere
he was come to the door of his Lodging-room, / fee (fiith
he) I am not able, yer I have not been in my Stady. [everal dayts,
and is it not & lamentableshing that ] [oould lofe- fo much time ?
After his entrance upon ‘the Miniliry, he was not onely in
o Englagds (as bath been faid) but in New-Englard abundant
4in Labours: for except when he had an Aflitant wich him
(which was feldome ) he Preached twice every Lords-day,
and 3 Le®ure oncea fortnight, befides many occafionall Ser-
mons bothin Publick andgn Private. Alfo he was much ex-
-ercifed in anfwering many pra&ical Cafes of Cnfeience, and’
in Polemical, efpecially Difciplinary D.fcourfes. In his Pub-
lick Miniltry in. Dorchefter he went over The Book of Gewefis tp
Chap.38. Pfalm 16, The whole Book of the Prophet Zcghariak
Matthewi Gofpel, to Chap. 15.. U Epift, to Theff. Chap, 5
#And the whole Second Epiftle of Veter , hie Notes Wheretn he
Jxeviewed, and Tranfcribed for tie Prefs, not many years be-

“fore his deceafe.” el .
. ‘Mocwithftanding thofe rare @ifis and Graces wherewith the
o EBi3. Lord.
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Lord had adogned him, he was exceeding low and litcle in
hisown eyes. -Some have thought that his greateft errour
‘was,” that he did not magnifie his Office, as he- might and
fometimes fhould have'dorte. If 2 man muft erre, it is good
erring on that Yand, Humble enough, and good enough, was .
the frequent-Saying of a great Divine. And another ob-
ferveth, T hat cvery wian hatk juft as mach and no more true worth
in bim, as be bath Hamility,  Apgftine being asked which was
the moft exceltent grace, anfwered , Humility ; apd which
was the next, anfwered, Hpmility, and which was the third,
replied again, Humility. Thatif¥eedis Comprehenfively AN,
‘being of great price in the fight of God: And if fo, M.

. Mather was a man of much Reall Worth.
8o 824 - It hath been the manner of fome, inwriting Lives toinfere
{l;f(h:f the wils of thofe whofe Lives and Death they have defcribed,
.td::in. The 1att will and Tefament of him, whofe Life and Death
Bannofius Dath thus been related, breathing fortha moft humble, holy,
in the apd gracious Spirit, we fhall here fubjoyn the Preface and
Life of - Conclufion of it. It was written with his own hand 0&eb,

Remut 16. 1661. And beginnethas followethi”

Richard Mather, confidering the certainty of death, and
the uncertainty of theSime shereof s and withadl know-
ing it 10 be thewillof God that aman (liould fet kus Houfe
in order before he depart shis life, Do make this my left
Will and Teftament in manner following. Firft tf all, 1
acknowledge the rich and wonderful Grace and Nercy of
Almighty God, whefe hands havé@made me and fafbioned
me, and who took me out of my Moshers Womb, that ha-
ing made me & Man, who might have made me 4 Beaft
or other Creatures He hath alfo by his géod Providence
preferved the beeing and comfors of my life all the dayes of
my Pilgrimage untill now, even for the [pace of thefe Sixty
five years:  During all whith time, bz hath not fuffered
~1¢ to_want either food or rgiment, or the fervice of any.
o - ereatare,



Mt, Richard Masher. .

[fifting in this Werld'y which I acknowledge t0.be the foun-
seous gift of Him who is Lord of all Creatwres , and the:
High Paﬂeﬂbr of Heaven and Earth.  Next of all, and |
. more efpecially I am bound 1o give Thanks and Praife ta
Him whil't I have any beeing, that I being a Childe of
wrath by Natwre as well as athers, and being born in &
place of much Prefanencfs and Popery, be hath of his abun-
dant grace vouchfafed 1o draw meout of thar woful eftate
of Sin and Ignorance wherein 1 lay, and to makehimfelf
and bis Chrift known wnte the by the Gofpel , of which
grace 1 was moft unworthys and in his grear patienée’
and mercy to bear with my manifold and great offences,.
bath before and. [ince the time of his gracions Calling of
me , though for my unworthy walking in many particu-
lars, 1 might juftly have been for ever rejected ‘Z him.
ves and [uch hath been his vich grace , that he hath’
wouchfafed 1o pus me an wnworthy creature into the Mi-
niftry of the Gofpel of his Son, that 1 [hould not onely
koow and_profefs the [ame ( which is unfpeakable mape
bt be alfo & Preacher of it unto others,” Iy which Ji
ploymens if any thing hath been dape which hath beew
pleafing snto him , or any way lmn;d-a to.apy Childe
of bis, it hath mat been I° that have done the” fame,
wi-thg grace of God which was with me. . For |
muft rmi' acknowledge to the praife of his Patitnce and-
Grace, That in my peor Minifiration for the [pace of
thefe Forty 1wo years and upwards , I have been much
defetive in Wifdeme and Watchfulne[s over the peoples
Soals, in: Purity , in Faithfulnefs | in Uprightmifs ;- Meck-
nefs; Humility and Zeal: And becanfe of thefc, and
many;

[r'tﬂﬂfb kab‘ bath. 6({” "eq,“:ﬁ“ ﬁr my ‘WV sable ﬁl 5- A



.. The Life #nd Desth-of
many ather mydefects and offences againfi the Lord, I fland
in much need this day of mercy and forgivenefs through
his €irift, ¥nd have no canfe 1o ook ffr any acceptance
either in this er in another World , for any Righteoufue(s
of my own , either as touching my Minifbry or otberwiA
Yut difelaiming all thonght of that kinde , my encly truft
and hope is 1o be accepied of bhim , end (when this life
fhall end ) to be faved in his Heavenly Kingdome meer-
ly by his Free-grace, and the Obedience and precioss
PafSion, and IntercefSion of his dear Son. . And concern-
ing Death, a5 1 do belicve it -4 appointed for all men
once to dicy [0, becane 1 fee a grear deal of unprofit-
ablene(s in my own life, and becanfe God hath alfo, les.
me [ce [uch wvanity and emptinefs "even.in the beft of
thofe’ Comforts which this life can afford , that I think I
may truely [ay, That I have feen an end of all perfe-
ction : Therefore if it were the will of God, I [hould be.
glad 1o be yemoved hence, where the beft that is 10 be
bad doth yield [o little [atisfaction to my Soul, and to
be brought into his prefeuce in glory, that there I might
finde (for there I know it is to be had) that [arisfying.
and All-{ufficient contentment in him . which under the.
Sun 4 not to be enjoyed. In the mean time I defire o
ftay the Lords leifure.  Buw thou, O Lord, howlong 1
Nuw comcerning my Oswiward Eftate, fith tb:vE’nh &
0

_ghe Lords and the fulnefs thereof, the babitable World, and
“all that -is therein s to him therefore belongs the praife of

all that 1 poflefs in this kinde: And for the portion
thereof which he hath givem unto me , it & my minde
and will, if [0 it pleafe his Hz;gbmfs , that afier my de-
ceaft the [ame may be difpofed of as followerh, &c.

Having



Mt. Richard Mather.

‘Having thus gracioufly expreffed himfelf, he proceeds to
the difpofal of his Temporal Etace, which being of privace
Concernment, we fhill not here trouble the World fere-
with, But afeer the difpofal of thar, he concludeth with 4
moft Solemn Charge to his Children ; with the rehearfill
whereof we fhall finith, It is in words following,

Concerning my Sow Timothy, with all the reff of my
Beloved Sons, ws I hope God bath already made them
partakers, as lecft fundry of them , of his faving grace
8 Chrift, for which I and they have caufe 10 be endlcfly
thankfuls [0 I thisk it not awnifs, for the furtherance of
their Spiritual good, to lay upon them this ferious and fo-
lemn Charge of a Dying Father, That none of them pre-
fume after my deceafe to walk, in any way of fin and
wickedne[s in one kinde or another, or in 4 carelefs neg-
lect of God , and the things of God, and of their own
Salvation by Chrift : for if they hall fo do (which God
forbid) Thew and in [uch cafe I hereby teftific unto them,
That their Father which begat them , and their Mother
which bare them , with all the Prayers which they have
made, and Tears which they have [bed for them , their
Example, their Admonitions and Exhoriations which they
have adminiftred to them , together with this my laft
Will and Solemn Charges Al thefe will rife up againft
them as [o many Teftimonies for their Condemnation at
the laft day. Bur I have better hoves of themy Anddo
hereby declare anto them, Thar if they [ball [erionfly re-
peat of their fins, Believe on the Lord Fifus, and-by
his grace walk in all the wayes of God , and as becomerh
the Gofpel of Chrift 5 as this will be to the Monour and

F gy
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glory of Him that. made them, [o it will redound to their
own unfpeakable comfort and-benefis in this and 4n anotber
World : and their Father that now - [peaketh umto them,
with their dear Mother now with God,. [hall exceedingly
rejoyce in the day of Chrift, when we fhall yeceive our
Children wnto thofe Ewverlafting Habitations 5 and fhall
[ee not our [elves alone, but thofe alfo that have proceeded
and come forth our of our own bowels, 10 have their part
and portion in that Eternall Glory. In defire and bope
that it may be [o, I commend them all 10 the Lord of
Héaven's Blefiing - And let the Blefsing of God inFefus
Chrift, be poured ont and remain wpon them all for ever-
more.  Amen,
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