University of Nebraska - Lincoln

Digital Commons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln

U.S. National Park Service Publications and Papers National Park Service

1952

REPORT ON HISTORICAL INVESTIGATION
OF WOUNDED KNEE BATTLEFIELD SITE,
PINE. RIDGE INDIAN RESERVATION,
SOUTH DAKOTA

Merrill ]. Mattes

National Park Service

Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/natlpark

Mattes, Merrill J., "REPORT ON HISTORICAL INVESTIGATION OF WOUNDED KNEE BATTLEFIELD SITE, PINE. RIDGE
INDIAN RESERVATION, SOUTH DAKOTA" (1952). U.S. National Park Service Publications and Papers. 172.
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/natlpark/172

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the National Park Service at Digital Commons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln. It has been
accepted for inclusion in U.S. National Park Service Publications and Papers by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons@University of

Nebraska - Lincoln.


http://digitalcommons.unl.edu?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fnatlpark%2F172&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/natlpark?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fnatlpark%2F172&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/nationalparkservice?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fnatlpark%2F172&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/natlpark?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fnatlpark%2F172&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/natlpark/172?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fnatlpark%2F172&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

At

REPCRT ON HISTORICAL INVESTIGATION oF

WOUNDED KNk BATTLEFIELD SITE, PINL RIDGE

INDIAN RES:RVATION, SOUTH DAKOTA

By Merrill J, Mattes
Regional Historian
Region Two Office
National Park Service
October 3, 1952

ON MICROFI B4

OF T IARA TM
PLUASE B il

ATIGH CENTER



REPORT ON HISTORICAL INVESTIGATION OF

WOUNDED KNeE BATTLEFIELD SITE, PINE RIDGE

INDIAN RESERVATION, SOUTH DAKOTA

By Merrill J, Mattes
Regional Historian
Region Two Office
National Park Service
Cctober 3, 1952




iL.

II1I.

Table of Contents

Introduction

A. Background of Proposal
Be Svnopsis

C. Field Investigation

Critical Analysis of the Site

A. TIdentification of Site

B. Description

C. Bibliography

D. Historieal Karrative

E. Controversial Aspects of Wounded Knee
Park Data

A, Ownership

B, Appraised Value

C. Condition of Lands

De Accessibility

E. Suggested Development

F, Relation to National Park Service Areas
G. Rclated Historic Sites

Maps and Thotographs

Conclusions

Fage

15
15
15 -
18

21

- 30

L1
b
b1
L1
b2
L2
b2
Ll

L5

57



REPORT CON JSTORIC.LL 1WVLSTIC TTICN OF
WOUNDuD KNive BATTLEFTELD SITE, PIMNL RIDGE
INDT.N RES:RV.TION, SCUTH D,KCT,

1. EgqugpctiOn

e Background of Proposal

In april 1952, the Netional Park Scrvice wes requested
by Representetive iy Y. Berry of South Dokota, to consider the
possibility of giving n-tionel recognition to Woundud Knee
Bettlefield, on the Pinc Ridge indisn Rescrvotion of South
Dakota. Limited date nn the battleficld was presented on april
22 to the idvisory Borrd on Nntional Porks, Historie Sites,
Buildings, snd Monuments., The dosrd ssked thet 2 field investi-
grtion ~nd report be mede by the Service to secure morc compre-
hinsive dete, The Region Twe offiec was reguested to condust
this investigrtion by a not¢ appended te Mr. Tolson's letter of

May 9 to Senator Karl k., Mundt,

Senator Mundt and Senstor Francis Case Jjoincd Repre-
sentetive derry in expressing interest in giving the site
recognition, dﬁef forty nemes of South Dakote citizens wore
suppliud by themy with thu suggestion thot they be contected

by the investigntor,

No specific acrerge of ground wes mentioned; 2nd no
particular type of designotion wes rdvocated by the Congressmen,

However, the terms "national bottleficld," motionnl monument, ¥



and "nrticnal historic site" all crep up in the prelimin-ry
correspondence., To the knowledge of the Region Two Office,
the Neoticnzl Perk Scrvice has not previously been regquested

to consider Wounded Knee for recognition, notwithstanding e
reference by Scnrtor Cosc in his letter of July 2k, 1952, to
Mr. Lloyd, to "wiet we hzd hoped for in prepzring a national
monument some yeors egc."‘ Neither does it appesr to have becn

investigated in connecticn with the Historie Sites Svrvey dur-

ing its period of activity belore World Wer 1T,

B, Syncpsis
The "Battle of Wounded Knce" cr "The wounded Knee

Massacre" is an event quite well known, one might ssy notcricus,
in the annals of the Western frentier, the nrme inspiring strong
and conflicting emotions smong latter-dsy students 2s well as
ameng those personelly relsted to the event by geogrephy or group
loyalties, There is an extensive bibliography of both scholerly
and popular trestises cn the subject, describing an affzir of
viclence which, like the earlicr Battle of the Little Big Horn,

continues tc reverberate with discordant overtcones,

On December 2%, 1890, some two to three hundred Dakota
Sioux, men, women and children, and some thirty soldiers, prin-
cipally of the Tth U,S. Cavalry, were slain at Wpunded Knee in
an engagement which marked the culmination of the "Messiah Craze"

er "Ghost Dance Wer," or the "Sioux Outbreak," This tragedy has



achieved historicel leme, partly because of the extraordincry
numrer of fatalities, particularly among those normally con-
sidered non-combatonts, and prrily becsuse it wes the last im-

portrnt elash between North smericen Indisns and white.men.

Wounded Knee wes not a pitched battle., It was largaéz_dfg
a2 hand to hand melee, an wxplosion of tense nerves »nd long ponte
up emntions touched off by a single irresponsible rifle shot,
The indians, including sbout 100 men, had surrendered to =
military force of about U70 men., They had pitched cemp together
end the soldiirs were in the process of relieving the reluctant
Indiens of their arms when the holocrust was suddenly ignited,
It ragcd unchecked until most of the flecing Indisns were killed

or disabled,

The torms "Messiah Craze" and "Ghost Dance War! are
both misleading, True, the rescrvation was swept by 2 kind of
religious hysteris, but only a port of the populstion wes affected,
and the religion embraced wes pusceful, not warlike, in intent,
True, there was a2 militsry cempoign resvlting in hostilities but
there was no renl wers. Alrrmed by the rntics of the dencers, the
Indirn agent called for military eid; while the Indisns, slrrmed
by the concentration of troops, first fled from them en masse;
then sullenly rcturned to their homes, There were a2 few other
minor actions, but the excitement would have caused only a ripple

in the tides of history, if it hed not been for the flare-up of



Wounded Knee. This served not only to focus nrtionel attention
upon the immcdiate issucs of the time, but it became the melo-

dremstic finale to L4OO yerrs of racial conflict,

C. Fie¢ld Investigotion

Extensive resoerch on Wounded Knce was conducted in
the Region Two 0fiice and Omche Public Libreries, Other dota
was obtained by mierofilm from the Nationsl irchives, and from

the Edward S, Luce Collection of 7th U.S. Cevelry Historical

Deta,

On June 18, enroutc from Custer Battleficld to Om~ha,

I stopped ot Pine Ridge to interview Mr.lG. K, Sende, Supcrine
tendent of the Pine Ridge Indian Reservetion, regpording the back-
ground of the propossl and the attitude of the Indiens. From Mr.
Ornde, I gothered the following facts:

1, The impetus for the propeszl ceme primarily from
officials and members of the Chicago-Black Hills Highway hssoci-
ation who were interested in the site 28 a trrns-continentsl tour-
ist attraction.

2. The Indirns residing on the Pine Ridge Rescrvation
by and lorge were not ncquainted with the proposal, but a few
who wire acqueinted with it were rother cool to the ides,

3. There wos some difference of opinion locally as to

how the epprorch ronds to the srea should be hancled.
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. There was some rivalry among the different Indian
bands over the traditional rights to holdings 2t the Wounded
Knee Battlefield site,

5. There were still many survivors ef the battle and,
understandably enough, fecling wes still rather high., 1In this
connection, Mr, Sande suggested that it might be premature to

establish a menument, but the Indians should be consulted,

On the morning of the 19th I dreve to the Bottlefield
site, 17 milcs from the 2gency, to reconnoitre the aree and to

obtein photesraphs with » Crown Graphic camera,

Having ascertszined whence ceme the mein impetus for the
proposal we corresponded with Mr. J. E. Steger of Hot Springs,
South Dekota, Executive Secrutary of the Associsticn, supgesting
that the Regional Historian mect st some convenient plece and
time with him and numerous others who had expressed an intorest,
#s an alternative to the Hegional Historian touring South Dokota
and conducting about L0 separate interviews. This plan also
hed the adventage of bringing verious and probebly conflicting
or at least incongruous ideas out into the open for discussion,
thus aiding us in solving what promised to be a quite complicated

and delicate investigational prcblem,

Mr. Steger concurred in this plan, and suggested that

& public meeting be held at Pine ilidge at 10 A.M, on July 29,



By telephone Mr. Sande concurred in this plan and arranged that
the meeting be held in the American Legion Hall. Accordingly,
notices were mimeographed and distributed by us to the various
individuals whose names had been supplied us. Letters of invi-
tation were 21lso directed to Senators Cese and Mundt and Repre-

sentative Berry,

I arrived 2t Pine Ridge the evening of July 28, re-
maining there through the 30thi At the appointed hour I er-
rived »t the Legion Hall to find a substantial gathering, At
my suggestion, Mr. Sande prosideds The meeting lasted until
noon, then was adjourncd for lunch, and resumed at 1 P.M,,
lesting until 3:30 PiM. The numbers in attendance, =28 well as
the length of the meeting; testify to the intensity of local
intcrest in the proposal, There were at leest forty people,
about hzlf Indian 2nd hzlf white present; but only 30 cf them
signed &n attendance register; Communities represented included
Pine Hidge, Wounded Knce, Martin; Denby; Hot Springs; Custer,

Repid City, end Pierre; South Dakota

4 verbatim transcription of the procecdings was
taken by an egency stenographer, In the interest of demoeratic
procadure everybody was invited to speak their mind and nearly
everybody did, However, since much of the "testimony" wes either
repetitious or not esctuslly germene to the subject of inguiry, I

submit only 2 condensed summery of significent highlights:



Regionel Historian Mattes explzined the neutrzl role

of the Netionel Perk Service, the object being to gather hig-
toricel dataz and obtain the views of all concerned before com-
pleting a report for the consideration of the Advisery Boerd.
The verious cetegories of historical arees and their statutory

bascs were mentioned,

Willism Fire Thunder, Secrctery of the Oglela Sioux

Tribal Council, spoke on behalf of the Wounded Knee Survivor!'s
Asgociation, e group of nctusl survivors end descendants of
non-survivors who have orgsnized for the purpose of securing
compensation for losscs and injuries susteined ot Wounded Knee.
They expressed four objections or qualms zbout the proposal:
(1) & great wrong wes perpetrated, and it is feared thot
esteblishment of a historic site would jeopardize the pending
claims, (2) They object to use of the term "hattlefield” since
they regard the affair as a "massacre," (3) Original rescrvetion
lands have sadly dwindled, and they fesr further encroachments,
such as the withdrowel of 2 large block of lend for a historic
site, (L) 4s the result of previous observations and experience,
they fear that any concession rights th=t might g0 with e¢stablish-

ment of 2 pork might ge to outsicers rether then to themsclves,

Liligent efforts were made by various parties to dise-

posc of all of these objections. is to point 1, sce Senator



Case below, «5 to point 2, this is crucial in the interprutation
of the histocrical data »nd could not, of course, bs scttled 2t
the meeting. (Practicnlly all present were, of course, either
indirns or Indien sympsthizers, so the "messacre" viewpoint was
dominant.,) .is to point 3, I explained that this wes not a plot
to acquire more Government lend at the expense of the Indians,
thet in fact, the proposal did not originate with the Government,
and thet in any event, if purchence a site wure established, the
acreage invelved would be the minimum necessary to properly
interpret the site, a5 to point b, I explaincd th2t this
apprehension too wes premature but that, if anything meterinlized,
Indian prercgetives would surely be recognized within their cwn

reservetion.

Jce E, Steger, representing Chicapo-Bleck Hills Highwey
sssccieticn strted that his group wes coreranized in 1946 and sought
enly the best interests of communities living 2long U,S, Highwey
18, which, by tying in with Statc Highway 50, took tourists frem
Sioux City tc the Black Hills via the new Fert Rendall Dem end tie
Hosebud and Pine fidge Reservation, advortised s "the Indien
Country." Wounded Knve wes a notable historic c¢vent, and the site
shculd be given nationel recogniticn "seo that the amcricen people
will went to visit it." 4 corollery of this proposition is thet
the present poor roed of 8 milis frem U,S. 18 to Weunded Knee be

improeved so thet Ythe smericen pecple can visit it.," He felt



that crertion of 2 histerie site would be cof benefit tc the

Indians in every way.

U. 5. Scnator Francis Cese, the cnly Congressmen prescnt,

spoke 2t length on the delicate relrtionship of the claims to
crestion of a historic site, Since the 75th Cengress he has
sponscred bills to provide $1,000 cash indemnity to each vietim
of Wounded Kneey and his or her survivers, Thus fer, the move
hes not been successful due tc indifference cr leck of interest
in scme querters, oppositicn in cthers; but there is still hcpe.,
He fult strongly that the affair woes a masseere rother than a
battle, the Tth Cavalry being mstiveted by rovenge for the Custer
affair., He expressed the thought thet cresticn of a histerie
site would be gquite fitting to memcrialize the victims, and to
cemmemorate the event, which is of national significance es the
lest fight on the americen continent between red men and white,
and symbclic of the Indian's lenging for indepundence or a return
to the cld way of 1ife o5 symbclized by the "Ghost Dence." He
did not believe that a histeric site sheuld be regarced as a sub-
stitute for indemnificetion, but rathcr that its eresticn weuld
fecus public and Congressicnsl attenticn on the metter, end per-

haps gnhance the prespeets for indemnific-ticn,

Mr., Dusne McDowcll, representing Senator Mundt, and

Mr. Dean W, Lecnerd representing Representative Berry expressed

general approbaticn of Senatcr Cose!s vicwpoint.



Bob Lee, reporter for the Rapid City Daily Journel,

whe has written scme caustic earticles and is now writing a brok
abeut the "massacre," felt that naticnal recognition "weuld help

to bring the truth cut intc the cpen." Will H, Spindler, Govern-

ment teacher at the Wounded Knee day school, who has written bro-
chures on the subject, believed likewise, I interjected the
thought here thst historians frequently were not in agreement

on what constituted historical truth, that numerous details of
the Wounded Knee affair were still highly controversial, and that
the act of creating a monument or historic site would not of it-

self guasrentee the universal acceptance of one viewpoint as "the

truth,"

Despite previous reassurances, apprehension concerning
the proposal were voiced by James Red Cloud, son of the famous
warrior; Charles Blind Men and Dora High White Man, both actuel
survivors, All spoke in the Sioux lenguage, Fire Thunder inter-
preting. Matthew High Pine, who owns grazing land at Wounded
Knee, also was concerned. None objected to the proposal itself,

as long as their tribel or personal interests would be protected,

Expressions definitely fevorsble to creation of a
historic site werec voiced by Mrs. Rose Ecoffey, representing
Geld Star Mothers, Mrs. Ethel Merrival, member of Oglala Sioux

Council, and Cherles Under Baggage, President of the Council,

10



Will G, Robinson, Secretary of the South Cakota State
Historical Society, echoed the sentiment that Wounded Knee was a
national disgrace, However, he felt that there wes no point in
perpetuating the controversial aspeets, ond thet we might as well
be realistie and understqnd thet the Government will not be intor-
ested in establishing a monument to "the guilt of the U.S, Army,"
However, the site could well be presented 2s 2 "nationsl memorisl®
to cornmemorate the lamentably slain, both Indians and soldiers, to
intcrpret the event utilizing only undisputed facts, and to memori-
alize the Indians, our lrte foes, who gave their lives for the

United States in World Wars I rnd II and Korea,

The political and historical aspects of the case having
been explored, I suggested that an effort be mede by the group to
formulate a concrete propossl, specifying the type snd extent of

the historicsl area,

My thought as to the possibility of a2 nrtional historic
site by cooperative agrecment with private or tribal owners met
with little enthusiezsm, Senator Case snid he would favor any
proposition that appeared io promise success, but Mr., Steger scemcd
to voice the sentiments of the group when he said that the esrea
should be in full federal ownership, developed and interpreted by
the Nrtional Park Service just like Custer Battlefield. It seemed
immrterial to Mr, Steger end others what the site was called, just

50 it was in fedorel ownership.

11
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This brought vp the problem of land sequisition, I indicoted
thet purchese of eny lend by the Government would be o formidable obste.
¢le whereupon Mr, Clive Gildersleeve, storekeeper and postmester ot
Wounded Knce arose to onnounce that he owned a portion of the mein
bottlefield arca snd would be happy to donatc whetcver of his lond wes
needed; and that the Cetholic Church owned the other part, and could
probebly be prevailed upon to donete likewise, most of the lend in
question being of little practical value. Senator Case declarcd that
this was probably the most importent development of the meeting, since

lend aquisition would nct now be sn obstacle,

At my request Mr. Sande appointed a committee to meet me at
the Agency office on the following morning to examine the battlefield
terrain in the light of historical maps available in reports by the

Buresu of “mericen Ethnclogy and the Secretery of War (sce Mops) so

that tentetive bounderies for the propos¢d area could be drawn up on

zn intelligent »nd historically sccurate basis. The appointees con-

Sisted of Clive Gilersleeve, Father Fuller (Superior of Holy Rosary

Mission, Pine Ridge Educetional Society), and Metthew High Pine, =11

hzving vested intsrests in the lend; Cherles Blind Men, representing

the Wounded Knee Survivoer's Azsociecticn; and William Fire Thunder,

representing the Oglels Sioux Tribal Couneil, On the fellowing dey

this group was augmented volunterily by Will H, Spindler, previously

mentioned, and Jrk. Herman and Samuel Strnds, cofficers of the Tribel

Couneil,

12



r-------------------

On July 3C, after preparing a land ownership mep with the

aid of Frank A, Stoldt, tribal interpreter, I drove the group to the

qQ

battleficld, Blind Man gave 2 vivid acecount of the affeir as he
remembered it at age 9, conceding thot, as the result of the confusion
resulting from gun smoke and screams, he could throw little light on
the deteils. He wes not injured for his mother did not flee with the
others. His version of the loeation of the council and vericus comp

sites agreed entirely with the histcrical maps,

The "cormitted" reached general sgrecment on the minimum
eree thet should be includud in the proposal: twenty acres embrecing
the cemps and the principal seticn, Mr, Gilderslecve repeated his
offer to donate five of his WO acres, while Fether Fuller secmed to
feel thet it would be no problem te induce the Pine Ridge Educztional
Society tc relinquish 15 of their LO, Certain adjcining lands, svch
as the dry ravine up which the women and children fled, while actuslly
part of the battlefield, could conceivably be covered by scenic enzse-
ment ¢r cooperative agreement, At least the group felt this would be

a heppy sclution,

s.fter obtrining additional photogrsphs with a 616 Kedak, I
returncd tc the ageney, where I cbteined more lend end rosd data,
and interviewed various individuals including tribal ccuncilmen, and
scme whe were cyewitnesses cf the battle, On July 31, I traveled to
tapid City to visit cthor inferments, and thence tc Pierrc., On the

f'lewing morning, I discussed the metter =t length with State Histcrian

13



Rcbinsen, whe had refined his ideas on the subject, and hendad me a
memcrandum suggesting an area of about 30 acres, with the following
treatment;

(1) Thet the area tc be deveted to whatever
commemcretive idea is finally agreed upcn
sheuld encompass sbout the area described
abcve,

(2) Thet such area be enclcsed in a streng fence.
(But thet only autc gates be placed in the
fence s- that the present rcad net weould nct
be disturbed, )

(3) Thet the lucation of the verious clements,
trcops, artillery, council arca, Indian cemp,
cavalry camp, dispcsition of trocps, ete., be
merked with suitoble brenze, sluminum cr stone
mrrkers ¢f a very permanent nature,

(L) Thrt at or neer the main entrance o suitable
mcnument, not necessarily loerge but of a
permanent character be erccted,

(5) Thet cn this merker should appear:

(1) The nemes of all the scldier dead,

{2) That the names of all Indian dead
ascertaineble together with such
an appelation as brave, ¢ld man,
wiman, boy, girl,

(3) That the simple story of what is
undisputed fect be tcld on this
seme mcnument,®

Whereas the field investigotion invelved contact almest
exclusively with thcse whe were of the "massacre" schocl, it should
be emphasized thut this reporter endeavered snd did manage to gather
2 considerable bedy cf testimeny, frem manusceripts in the 7th Cavalry
Collection, and printed repcrts of the War Department, giving the

reverse cr "battle" interpretstion,

1L



II. Critical Analysis of the Site

A, ldentification of Site

Wounded Knee Battlefield lies near the cunter of the SWy of
Sce. 35, T 37 N, R 43 W, of the 6th Principal Meridisn. The precise
locrtion of the battle is clunrly defined on two published mops skotche
by cyewitnesses, One, compiled by Lt. T, Q. Donaldscn, 7th U,S, Cavalr
sppears on Plrte XCVIT, 1hth Annuel feport, Bureau of Amcrican Lthnolog
1892-93. The other, by Lt. S, 4, Clorian, .cting Engincer Officer,
Division of the Missouri, appesrs opposite pege 15k, Vol, I, of the
annuzl Report of the Secretary of War, 1891 (see Maps). The bend in
Wounded Knce Creek, the dry ravinc, the hill and other topographic
featurcs so depicted sre unmistakably identical with the site contzined
within the present Wounded Knee community, The mass grave, dug followin
the massacre, is prominently evident (see Photo L), end local residents

report having found numerous bsttlefield relics in yeers prst,

B. Description

Twe penoramic phctographs {Nos, 1 z2nd 2 appended) illustrate
the siturtion at the site today., The low flat where soldiers and
Indiens were camped, and where the initiel heavy action took place,
bears cvidence of intensive grazing, but is not merred by any intrusive
structures. The Creek follows the same meanders it did 60 years ago,
and the fetal ravine winds swzy into a barren hillside with nothing
to impair a visual reccnstruction of the pursuit except one or two

barbed wire fenccs, The hill where the four Hotehkiss guns were deploye

15



and where most of the Indian vietims were hostily buried en messe,
still deminates the scene, 4 picturesque Catholic missien has since
been erceted on this hill, but it does not seem to viclate the histeric
scunhe, Rather, it scems to serve ns a fitting monument to spiritual

values which still survive the herrors of Indian warfere,

Behind the Church is o smell cemetery, which is used today
for the interment of parishicners. In its center is the mass grave,
This is approximetely 8 feet wide and 80 feet leng, outlined by a
cenerete strip. 4t eone end is e white wocden cross 12 feet high,
alongside the trench is » gray grenite monument 9 feet high with
concrete bage corected June 17, 1930, The scuth side eontains the
frilcwing inscription:

"This monument is erected by surviving reletives

and other Ogallala and Cheyenne River Sicux
Indiens in Memory cf the Chief Big Fcot Massascre
Dee. 29, 1890

Col. Forsyth in commend of U.S. Trocps,

Big Fcct was a great chief of the Sicux Indiecns,

He cften said "I will stend in peace till my last

dey ccmeés." He did meny geocd end brave deeds for

the white man and the red msn., Many innocent

wemen and childrsn who knew ne wreng died here,

"June 17, 1930 The erecting of this monument is

lergely dve to the financisl assistance of Joseph

Hernelcud whese father wes killed here ™
The cther three sides list the nemes of Lh of the Indian warriors killed
here. FEvidence of en offieisl count ¢f the ecrpses has nst buen found,

Eastmen states thet 1L6 victims sre buried here, including 8L men and

beys, LU women and 18 smell children. (It is known thet many of the

16



slein were taken from the field for privete burisl by relatives, while
these whe died of wounds ot Pine Ridge were buried there.) The grave

is kept in decent eondition by the survivors and interested residents,
While there in June I found the greve aderncd with several smell

bruguets of flowers,

At the time of fight, there were a few small buildings in
the immediete vicinity, including the "Weunded Knee Post Office" which
Blind Man referred to as "Red Iron's Stire," and a few Indian cabins,
These have all diseppeered, but tcday there are numereus structures
comprising the Wounded Knee community, consisting ¢f three churches,
twe schools, the Wounded Knee store and post cffice, and several
residences. These are scettered arcund the valley, None ¢f those
structures scem to infringe sericusly upon the histcric scene, The
impression gained from a distance is that of o peaceful plessant valley
with ncthing but the grave menument to suggest the desolrtion znd the

herrsr evident in the historic phctographs appended to this repert,

Weunded Knee is 17 miles by read frem Pine Ridge, involving
9 miles by paved U, S. Highway 18, ond 8 miles by a thinly graveled
secticn line roed, Unsurfeecd rceds »lsc lead frem Weunded Knee tc

Batesland cast of U, S, 18, znd tc¢ the interior communitics of

Porcupine, Kyle, rnd Manderscn (cee Maps).
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D. Histeorieczl Narrative

The rather impressive extent cf Wounded Knee literature
is indicated in the foregeing biblicgraphy. Obviously the whole
story cennct be brought within the confines of this repert, poertic-
ularly since s¢ much of it invclves an exhaustive scarch for the
thread of truth in the tengled skein of controversy. Our scheme,
therefore, is to present here a highly condensed summery of cvents
leading up tc, and the generally accepted facts of, the enccunter,
fcllowed by 2 review of points which are controversizl and which this

reporter will not attempt to arbitrate,

Vietery at the Little Big Horn was followed by s succession
of defeats, and several principal bznds of Teton Dakota Sioux returned
to their respective reservetions -- the Oglela (Crazy Horse's ond
Fed Cloud's people) to Pine Ridge, the Brules (Spotted Teil's people)
to Resebud, the Two Kettle, Sens .arc end Minniconjou at Cheyenne
River and the Blackfoot Sioux and Bunkpapas (Sitting Bull's people)
at Stending hock. Although meny recognized that survival depended
upon adjustment to a white man's civilization, this was an extremely
difficult and painful, almost impossible, process for those used to
the nomadic buffalo-hunting scalp-lifting culture of the Grest Plrins.
Rether then degrade himself by trudging behind a plow, the onetime
waerrior sat in the sun and dreamed of a miraculous rcturn to his
former glory. Thus hc wes ripe for the messape of Wovoka, & Novada

Paiute, who promised the advent of just such e miracle, not by war
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but by invocetion of the Great Spirit through the Ghost dance (Mooney,
76L-815). Luring the winter of 1889 delegates from the Sioux visited
this new messizh, returning in April 1890, with glowing reports. Despit
remenstrances of the zgent 2t Pine Ridge, Ghost dancing then became the
vo-uc.  There was no visible harm or threat in this, therc wes no

acturl "outbreak" or rebcllion, but the agent became agitated by rll

the excitement, coupled with rumors of an outbresk, and he crlled for

help (Letters, BI.)., The Wer Department, summoncd by the President

te assume militsry responsibility to prevent an sutbreak, responded

with ~lacrity.

While the Ghost dnnce wrs largely blamed for what followcd,
it was merely a symptom of a deep=susted unrest sterming from immediate
local grievances. In his report of 1891, Commissioner Morgen of
Indien iffeirs lists no less than twelve "causes of the outbreak®
leading to Wounded Knee {CIi, 132-135), which may be boiled down
thusly: (1) a cantankerous mood among the warriors attencdant upon
the decay of the old life; (2) reduction in the size of the rescrvotion
without fulfillment of povernmental promises; (3) hunger, resulting
perily from arbitrery curtailment of sovernment rations and partly
from drouth and othcr naturel disasters; (L) en onslaught of measles
and other disvascs, highly fatel among the children, strungthing an
attitude of defiance; (5) the sulden ancd seemingly unprovoked invasion

by the militery, frightening the Indirns; (6) the twin beliefs prevalent
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among the more fenatical Ghost-dancers that supremscy of the Indian
race would scon be revived, and that their "ghost-shirts" would be

invulnerable to bullets,

Of the 26,000 Sioux estimated for 1890, probably 10,000
lived in the contiguous Pine Ridge and Rosebud Rescrvetions and,
althcugh discontent and Ghost-dancing was rife on other reservations
as well, it was here that the threet scemed most serious, and the
agent Royer (a new political appointce), became the most alormed,
it was here thorefore that the Army converged in greztest force and

pressure rapidly built up te the boiling point,

On November 17 trecops under General Jchn R. Brooke were
ordered to advence upon Pine Ridge. On the 19th, the first contingent
arrived from Fort Robinson, Nebraska, end were rapidly reinforced,

By the¢ time Brocke arrived on November 30, a heavy concentraticn of
forees had converged upon Pine Ridge, including eight troops of the
7th Cavalry under Cclonel James W. Forsyth., At the same time, sub-
stantial forces were dispatched to the other reservations until, by
the admission of Major General Schofield, cemmanding the Army, "nearly
one-half of the infantry and cavalry of the Army, and some artillery,"
were concentrated upon the Sioux Reservestions, "for which purpose it
was necessary to bring troops from nearly all parts of the country
west of the 'Mississippi River'™ (SW, 55), This iron ring, "having

mainly in view the protection of extended settlements surrounding
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the Sicux Rescrvetion against destruction by hostile Indians," was
uncer the control of General Nelson .., Miles, Commander, Militrry
Lepartment of the Missouri, the conqueror of Geronimo, Chief Jeseph,

an? S:tting Bull,

With the apperrence of the troops, scme 3000 erstwhile
Ghost-Cancers,led by Short Bull and Kicking Bear, fled to the Bailem's
northwest of White River, This further widened the chasm of misundere
stonding for, despite alerms to the contrary, this was not a hestile
movement, but a stempede crused by vaniec; while neither was the sdvance
of the trocps, properly speaking, = hostile movement, for they come
only at the urgent insistance ¢f the Indien epent, and with no plen

in minc save to priserve law and order,

Puring the forepart of December there were no appreciable
clashes between soldicrs cnd Inciens. Things seemed to be quieting
cown, and it was adjudged by the military to be an auspicicus time
to remove an” incarcecrete the mecst congpicucus of the agitators,
Frominent amenp thess wes Sitting Bull, the famcus irreooncilable
antagenist, who was alleped to be fomenting rebellicn et his camp
cn Grand River, scme LO miles from Fort Yates, the Standing Rock
Lpencys  On December 15, in an attempt by Indian police to arrest the
cld chief, S3itting Bull and 9 follewers, and 6 of the pclice were killed,
When cavalry rcinforcements rode up, many of Sittinz Bull's band fled
stuthwerd toward Cheyenne River (Mooney, 854-86k; McLaughlin, 194-222).

This wes the grim prelude to Wounded Knee,
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With the news of Sitting Bull's demise, the Oglala and

Brule Sioux in the Badlands scemed to understand which way the wind
blew, and they started to drift sullenly but without hostile action
back toward Pine Ridge Agency. The danger zone now secrsd to be in

the Cheyenne River Reservation where Sitting Bull's malcontents were
Joining up with Ghost-dancers Hump and Big Foot, both chiefs having

2 following of around LOQ each, Hump, considered to be the greatest
threst, crme into Fort Bennett meek as a lamb throwgh the intercession
of his old friend, Usptain E. P. Ewers of the 5th Infantry, and the
majority of the Sitting Bull rcfugces were likewise induced to come

in peacefully. About fifty, however, joined Big Foot,

Big Foot or Sitanka now became the problem child of the
War Depertment (SW, 19h-238). Lt. Col., E. V. Sumncr was assigned
the ticklish task of keeping wateh on his village a few miles below
the fork of Cheyenne River, On December 21, the band, numbcring
around 340, was induced to start toward Fort Bennett, but Big Foot
protested the injustice of this move, Sumner, now ready to use force,
wag informed in the evening of December 22 thet Big Foot's band had
decemped southward towsrd the Bedlands., It is believed thet this
flight was influenced by news that Sumner would soon be reinforced
by Colonel Merriam, moving up from Fort Bennett, snd rumors that the
soldiirs would use force. It is also apparent that Big Foot's plan
wrs to reach Pine Hidge shesd of the troops, and seck the protection

of the once powerful Chief Red Cloud (McGregor, L8).
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Lcting on orders to intercept Big Foot, Major Whitside
of the Tth Cavalry came up with him at Porcupine Butte just west of
the Badlands, demanded an unconditional surrender which was a2t once
#tiven, snd on December 28, the Indians were escorted to Wounded Knee
Creek, camping as directed., General Brooke at once sent Colonel
Forsyth to join Major Whitside and assume command, The guard now
consisted of 8 troops of the 7th Cavalry, L compeny of Cheyenne scouts,
and L pieccs of light artillery (Hotchliss guns) with a total force of
L70 men, ~geinst 104 warriors under Big Foot, Defore his surrender,
Big Foot had sent a scouting party on a futile search for Kicking Bear's
camp in the Badlands, This group thus narrowly missed certain death,
By this time Kicking Bear and the Pine Ridge fugitives had returncd

to the vicinity of that apency.

On December 29, preparations were made to disarm the Indians
before escorting them to Pine Ridge and then by railroed out of the
territory, This was a most unwise and fatal error, for the Indians
had shown no inclination to fight, while on the other hand they regerded
their guns as their means of livelihood, and their most cherished
possessions., Between the Indian tipis, where a white fleg was hoisted,
and the soldier's tents, was the council ring, On the rise was posted
the brttery trained dircctly on the Indien camp. The troops were posted
in two cordons, one immediately surrounding the council ring, the other

at 2 distance of four hundred yards,
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The warricrs did not comply readily with the request for
disarmement, so a detrchment of troops wes sent to scerch the tipis,
returning with about 40 rifles, mostly in poor condition. Wow tension
mounted, for in the seerch, the soldicrs found it necessary to overturn
furniture snd discommode women snd children; while on the other hend
the officers beceme concerned that the Indians still concenled fircerms.
tlernwhile a medicine-man hed been cireling emeng the braves, blowing
on zn ¢agle-whistle, allcgedly urging resistance end reminding them of
their invulncereble ghost-shirts, The scarchers now sttempted to seerch
the worriors. Suddenly the medicinc mon threw a handful of dust in
the air, a2 young Indirn’'driw out his rifle and it was discharged
(either accicentally or on purposc), =nd the soldiers instantly replied
with 2 volley into the mrss of assembled warriers, A brief, but
frightful, hend tc hand struggle ensued, with rifle, knife, revolver,

and wor club 2ll wielded murderously.

At the first signel the Hotcnkiss guns trained on the comp
cpened fire, desling havee ~mong the womé% end children, there gathercd
te observe the proceudings. In a few memeats over 5O scldiers and 200
Indians, men, women, 2nd children, were lying dead or wounded on the
ground, the tipis were burning, and Indian survivors wire running in
p;nic 1o the shelter of the ravine, pursucd by the scldiers nand fellowed
up by o reking fire from the idotchkiss gun. The bodies of women and
children were found seattered clong » distance of two miles from the

scoene of the encounter.
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News of the strupgle quickly reached General Brocke ot Pine
Ridge and the thousands «f Indians there encemped lately returned from
the Brdlands. The latter, asroused tu a frenzmy, assumed a hestile
attitude., One band of Brules menaced the troops at Wounded Knee and
resencd seme fupitives, while another band under Two Strikes attacked
the Arency itsclf, being repulsed by Indian pclice, and then withdrewin
tc a positicn cn White Cley Creek, Mcanwhile, the Tth Cavalry lcaded
wounded troops and lndians on wagons and painfully mede their way back
to Pine Ridge wherce mission buildings were turned into hespitals. On
the following day, Decembur 30, hostiles attacked an Army supply train
ncar the Agency, ond were loter engaged by troops at the Drexel Mission,

five miles ncrth of Pine Ridge, with mincr casualties,

The scldier dead of Wounded Knee were trensperted and buried
a2t the Agency, on the day of the battle. On New Years Doy, 15691,
fellowing a bliszerd, o cetachment of trcops wos sent to Weunded Knee
to gether up and bury the Indian dead. The bodies ccvered with snow
vere frund mossed neer the council ring and scettered along the river,
Seme wemen and children were fuund alive, but a1l badly wounded and
frozen, #nd mest of them soen died, A leng trench was dug and the
bodics, stripped of their ghost-shirts by souvenir-hunters, were
arrengec like sardines in the pit. There were no funeral services, no
ceremuny of eny kind., A yeesr later Mconey (879) found that the Indians
had crected 2 wire fence around the trench nd smeared the posts with

scercd rod medicine paint.
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K11l symptoms of Indian hestility swiftly collepsed after
Wounded Knee. Convinced that resistonece was hopeless snd impressed
by the friendly cvertures of Generel Miles and the persuasion of
trienily chiefls, all Indieng involved in the "cutbreak" had surrcndored
by Jenuary 16, The tension was markedly relieved by the replaccment
¢f civilien agents by respected ifrmy officers, and the early appr:-
prirtion by Congress of funds te cerry cut previcusly ignored treaty

cbligetions,

The militery crmprizn in westorn South Daketa had lasted
32 days at a totel expensc of sume §1,200,000, Total casualties
are cescribed as three cfficers and 26 cnlisted men killed, four
efficers and 38 enlisted men wounded, of which Wcundéd Kneo erntributed
cne officer and 2b sclders killed, and twe officers 2nd 32 men wounded,
The Indian loss cannct bo accurately coputed, but it sppears thot
well cver 300 Indians died during the hestilities, et least 250,
including the wrmen and chilcdren receiving mortal wounds at Wounded

Knee (Mroney, 891-892),



E. Controvecrsial Aspects of Wounded Knee

It is not possible to appraise the nationzl significence
of Wounded Knee on the basis of stark, undisputed facts alone., We
must consider briefly the numerous controversial elements, not with
the view of sitting in a court of moral judgment, but in order to
discern clesrly the two distinct end violently opposed schools of
thought, and the difficultics involved in sttempting to ascertain

"2ll the facts" of a siturtion colored by #n emotional rainbow.

It might be safely stated that an unbiased account of
Wounded Knee is an impossibility, for any statement onc mekes is apt
to imply a moral judgment which will be swiftly pounced upon by advocates
of the side impugned. Finrlly, since a1l honest men are unalteratly
opposed to bloodshed, and there was plenty of it at Wounded Knee, all
men (including historiens!) when exposed to the subject scem promptly

to take o resolute stand against somebody involved in the fracss,

The Indians and their sympathizers (who apparently constitute
the heavy majority of interested citizens) regerd Wounded Knece as a
massacre, incident to 2n unwarranted invasion of their reservation by
the United States Army, not necessarily premeditated, but at least
the result of flagrant mishrndling and an inflamatory predisposition
on the part of the trocps, =nd perpetrated with a guste and a lack
of discriminetion as tc age or sex which circumstances hardly seemed
to warrant, The Army and its adhcrents represent the affair as a more

or less pitched battle precipitated treacherously and wantonly by the
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Indians, a chepter in a full scale Indian war, in which the trosgs
acquitted themselves with valor, if not with courtesy. "The truth"
of the mattcer is lost somewhere in the chasm sepsroting these two

versicns, not neccsserily in the middle,

In the first place, was therc en zctual uprising of hostile

Indians? The merked unrest causcd by mounting grievences ecoupled with
the frengy of the ghost-dancers sugpgested to the agonts the throst

of an outbreak, but ne outbrerk actnally occurred. Rumors coupled with
horrendous notions of the Sioux temperament fod a panic among the
neerby settlements, but «{tir th. dust ssttled it was found thet no
suttlers were killed, scelped, or in any wey molisted (Colby;

Mooney, £92), The Sioux never left their reservotions,

The militrry accounts are replete with the tcrm "hostilcs"
but mest writers sgroe that the initial movement of several thousand
Indirns to the Badlends wns simply a stampede caused by penic at the
appesrrance of massed trocps, Similarly, Big Foot's retrest from
Ciieyenne River is represented in dispatches as a move to "join the
hostiles" in the Bedlends, but civilian writers point out thet Big
Foot, frering violence or ot liast captivity from the military, was
seeking asylum among fellow refugees and, feiling thet, to accept the

hespitality of Red Cleud ~t Pinc Ridge,

Writing in the seme vilume, Schofield and Miles contradict
cacn cther on the size of the Sicux threszt, The former consider that

[\
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"o conisiderablc numbur of thom had sericusly intended to engage in
hostilities sgeinst the United Stetes," while the latter report has

it thet 25 a result of "the corspiracy" eight statcs "were lisble te
be everrun 3y 2 hvungry wild mad horde of savages®™ (SW, 55, 1hh).
Preetically @11 of the anccounts ezgree thet hostilities that did teke
plece followed the pressure of tightening cordon tactics of the trocps,
and 2t ne time except irmedirtely after Wounded Knee did the Indians
initiate hostilities. Then where wes "the war? Eostman (34) and
Wiatson 2llege that it wes an inventicn of "war correspondonts® who
were sent in droves to Pine Ridge by big Eastern deilies, whose

readers thirsted for gory deteils.,

There is 2 slight discreprney in the picture we get of Big
Foct. He wes = wvery surly end treacherous Indian {McCormick). He was
wise, mild-mannered, penceful, devoid of warlike spirit (MeGregor, 15).
There is genersl agreement thrt, throughout December 29, he wes flat on
his back, being seriously ill with pneumonia befcre the fight, end riddl.

with bullets theresftoer,

Big Foot's band of some 300 men, women, a2nd children sre pictu:
by MeCormick »s desperadees, a band of fanstics, inflamed to the peint
of insanity by religious zcel, who stubbornly refused to cooperate with
Forsyth's demends, MceGregor (73) describes them s pocr bewildered
pcople, cold, hungry, and fetigued, whose every word and sct was one of

pitace =nd submissicn. He points cut that if Big Foot hed the remotest
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jdea of fighting he could heve done so tc great sdventege at Porcupine
Zutte. 4lso, it was nct customery for Indians to involve their

femilics in hand tc hand combat with superior armed forces.

Yost agroe that Big Feot surrendered reedily encugh to Whitsi
snd bHiveurcked peacefully encugh 2t Wounded Knee crossing. Whrt heppent
on the morning of December 297 With over L0O surviving eyewitnesses
one would think that a coherent account would emerge. There was » porle
involving the totzl surrencer of weapons, rnd here is where the accounts
go of f in 211 dircetions. Most agree that the Indiens were rcluctent

to pert with their guns, but they did stack up about LO of them,

The surviving Indisns unanimcusly cleim that LO guns were all
thev hed and that they were relieved of 211 cther weazpens ns well, in-
cluding sherp-pointed utensils from the tipis (MeGregor, 10R8-128) and
Miles himself asserts that a2 persenel seerch of 20 or more werricrs just
before the upheavel revenled no additional weapons (Eastmen, 39). Most
writers, even the quite sympathetic Mooney (869), asccept the idea thet
the Indians c¢ither meneged to retoin scme guns cr grabbed scme in a
nurry from the steckpile, and also somehow hed access to a few hondy
knives 2nd warclubs. eCormick cleims that the Indisns had all kinds of
quns and other lethel instruments, which had been mainly concesled under

blnankets, when the fight started,

Just whet precipitated the disaster? Although Cherley Slue

srm (MeGreger, 137) reports thet he did not hesr 2 gun "before the big
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cresh crme from the scldiers," most accounts agrec thet » single
shict wns fired by #n Indisn, Mconey (859) srys, #nd Turning Howk
and Spotted Herse agree (CIA, 180) thet a young Indian fired »t the
svlaicrs, rnd Father Craft is »lleged to testify that "lndisns fired
first, The trcops fired only when compelled to," However, others
stete thet this shot was sccidental, caused when two soldicrs strried
sculfling with the Indian for pcssessicn of his gun, (Miles, in Esstman,
41), which lewey Berrd cleims the Indisn was starting to put down in
the pile. Mejor 5llen (Eastmen, L1) ssys this first bullet went herme
lessly intc the stockpile of ¢ld guns.

Almest instently ~fter this first shot there was 2 thundocrcus
blest «f rifle ;ire, cleuds of smoke »nd a gencral sprawling of hodies.

This blast stends out vividly in the memcry of the survivors (Melregor).

Just befeore the blast there wes 2 lcud commend, says Richerd Afreid of

Hawke The scldicrs seumed tc have teken instantareous rsetion, without
crders, says Hajor Lllen  (Esstmzn, L1), The big volley wes i'rem the
scloiers, who must then heve killed helf of the concentrated werriors,
says Mceney (849). M"Ho," says MeCormick, gucting Mejor Whitside, “the
first volley wes from the Indiens, whe fired st least 50 times before

the troops retalistad™y

iccording to McCormick and Remington, scldiers tostificd that
an ~1d medicine man had been hrrenguing the Indisns 2nd thet the tenor
cf his speech wos thet their ghost shirts were invulnerable to bullets,

and thet they could therefore resist the personal ssarch with impunity,
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When he stcoped down end threw a handful of cust in the rpir, this was
recopnized oy an officer as 2 hestile gesture and became the signeal for
general shcoting by the 4ndians. Mooney (868-69) icdentifies the
medicine men as Ie¢llow Bird, and accepts the story of his acticn, but
h-1ds te the belief ﬁhat only one irrespensible Indian firecd upsn this
signal befere the soldiers'velley, IF, however, as Miles and illen hawe
:t (Eastmen, L1) this lcne shot was the accidentel result of a scuffle,
then of cuurse there would be no room for 2 fatel "signal! by Yellow
Bird., Eastman scorfs =t the whele idee, peinting out that the women
and children, whe were ne ghoest shirts, were under the muzzles of the
Hotchkiss guns, and nsserting thet, if indeed there wes & heranguc

and g2 dustethrowing, it must heove been an invocation fer supernstural
aid, which wes misunderstoced or distorted by the interpreter, The

numerous Indian witnesses (McGregor) mention no medicine men,

In any event, blrcdy chses cnsued with all =vailrble guns,
including the Hotchkiss machine gun on the hill, going into z2ction,
It is incontrevertible that mest of the 300 Indians and sbout &0 of
about L00 scldiers were killed or weounded, Over helf of the Indian
warricrs ond procticelly 211 of the soldier ecasurlties wore strocked up
around the cocuncil ring., Uorpses of other warricrs and the old men,
wemen, and children were found within the wider radius of the cemp,
snd slong the rrvine (sce Mops), up which non-combetants were pursued
and sisin for a distence of two miles., With se much blood spilled.in
» struggle between forces sc unevenly metched, seversl neat morsl issues

(net normally eligible for considercticn in cpen wrrfsre) rrise, The
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principsl issues concern the trentment of wemen and children, Hdere is

where chasm hetween the two interpretstions is widest,

Mconey (870}, whe in uvvery respect trics hard to be impartial,
finds the Indians respensible for the engagement because the first shet
wes fired by cne of their number, snd justifies the answering velley by
the scldiers, He defends Colenel Forsyth frocm charges of inhumanity,
and "in justice tc a brave regiment" peints cut thst many of the troops
were raw recruits who hed never been under firce, who were maddened by
the spsctacle ¢ their comrades! death, snd were "probably unable in the
ccnfusion to distinguish between men ond wemen by their dress." However
he finds that "the wholesrle sleoughter of wemen and ehildren wes
unnecessary and inexcussble. There can be nc question thest the pursuit
was simple A messacre.”  General Miles (Eastman, U1) acknowledged that
“a mzssacre occurrec," The heavy mejority of writers side with Miles,
Hocney, MeGreger, and the Indion survivers in sgreeing that this pert
of "the bettle" st lerst wes "a massazere” (Vestal, 305; Wellmen, 237,
Scuth Dekcta Guide, 3L3), Scme, while avoiding the guilt-lrden word
itself, clearly imply » m=ssacre by such phrases as "hunted out like
enimels anc shot" (Frink, ). it least cne writer (Lee) refers to the
"Weunded Ence Crime." One cercllary incident was ncted, tending to
bolster tne moral indignation of the "masssere" schecl. Secme Indien

wounded were left to die in the ficld in zero westher,

sccording to the 7th Cavalrymen, the then Sccretary of War,

and the UlS. sy officislly, there wes no massacre. There was n battle
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precipitated by the treachury of the lndians, Wemen and children were

killed, regrettably, but unsvoidably.

McCormick, histeorian for the 7th Cevolry, differs with the
standard accounts at almest every turn, (and -ffers deteils thot arc
n:t supperted by cther known scurces), He infers, in the first plrce,
thet freachery wes premeditated by the band as & whole, stating thet
during the council the squews were furtively saddling penies, hitching
teams, cte., and that "at the first shot the squaws lesped in the
wagons end drove out o f their village," being £21lcwed by their men,
Thereupon "three troops meunted end set out at 2 gallop, =2nd a ruaning
fight t-ck plece with these Incizn bucks for two or three miles,”

Wemen and children were killed only because of their preximity to the
struggle with the men., Meny (continues McCormick) were killed by the
Incirns themselves when they fired their initial volley, with unfortunste
cunscguences te the latter, Contrary te 2ll cother accounts, which have
the Hetchkiss guns miwing down the camp at cnoe, McCormick states thot
they dic nct cpen up until the battle wes well under wey, V.11 wounded
Indisns were given the bost attentinn possible ond taken with us to the

agency,"

Crucial tu »n undirstanding of the affair, »nd pertinent to
the questicon of militoary judgment, is the puzzle of the desd and weunded
scldiers., The survivers (Mefirezor) insist thet the Incdians werce rolieved
of 21l weapons, including guns os well as instruments, sharp or blunt,

rnc claim that these suldiers were killed accidentzlly by the excitement
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¢f their comraces, perticulsrly in the first volley when scldicrs were
ringed closely srounc the warricrs. Mest historians take it fror
granted thet the Indians had scme weapens which they must heve used
freely.  They cunceivably mensged to retain o few weapens in spite of
the seorch, and possibly grabbed a few frum the stockpile, Hewever,
there scims tc be strung expurt backing fcr the Indisns ecntention

thrt scldiers killed each others Captein €, 5, Ilsley, Captein _.1lyn
Capron, «ssistant Surgecn Charles B, Ewing (McGreger, 94-95) and General
Milos (Eastman, 39) are =11 quotced 4o the effect that the treops were

imprecperly dispeoscd, and that in [iring they exccuted each other.

Because, in his judgment, "the action of the cermending
cfficer was mest reprehcasible™ (Eestman, 39), Miles relieved Coloncl
Fersyth ¢f his commend., However, he wes socn vindicated by Redfield
Precter, Secretery of Wer, acting on official testimeny presented to
him, =»nd the reccmmenceticn of Majcr General Schofield, In his
directive of February 12, 1891, Precter finds that the Incdians were
cesperadees bent upon a destructive raid upen the settlements, thet they
attacked cn messe, killing meny of their swn pecple, as well as scldiers
then mingling with women and children, to the detriment of the latter,
In the eonfusion it wes difficult to distinguish buck from squaw. Seme
woemen and children were unaveidably killed end wounded, "a fact universs.
regrotted by the 7th Cavalry,.." ﬁOWthr, several instances (not
specified) of humanity in the saving of women end children were noted.
N:t 2 single mrn of the commend was killed by his fellows, The arrange-
ment ¢f the tr.-ps dies net reguire adverse criticism on the pert of the
War Department (cited by McCormieck).
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Since Proctor's pronouncerent, the War Department has
stoutly and consistently denied that there was any massacre, Officially
it was an honeorable wartime engagement., It was no ordinary engagement
however, It was a battle of heroic proportions, in the Army's view,
The Medal of Honor, the highest award for valor this nation can bestow,
was received by no less than eighteen soldier participsnts in the fight
at "Wounded Bnee Creek," The citations ring with such phrases as the
following: "twice voluntarily rescued wounded comrades under ire of
the enemy; distinguished gallentry; bravery in actionj killed a hostile
Indian at close quarters," <*c., {Medal of Honor), This medal was
distributed somewhat more generously on this occasion than was the custc

during World Wars I and IT,

Just one peoint remains, Senator Case is convinced that the
"massacre" was motivated by 2 desire on the part of the 7th Cavalry
to avenge its defeat of 1876 at the Battle of the Little Big Horn.-
Mooney suggests no such thing, and of course it is not to be found in
official accounts. WNeither does it appesr in any of the affidevits of
the Indiagssurvivors (McGregor). The revenge motive is suggested by
Wellman (236-7)-~ "It was what the Tth Cavelry was waiting for, This
was too good ¢ chance to miss". It is asserted by Eastman -- "Custer's
old command had a grudge to repay" -- to account for the seemingly wanto
killing of innccents. This allegation, however, seemeﬁactﬁ;lly iheory
rather than 2 statement of fact, One unidentified‘bfficerjis reported

to have sald, "Now we have avenged Custer's death," in & stetement &f
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the Reve C. S, Cook, 2 half breed clergyman of the Episcopal Church,
mece &t a henring in Washincton, D, C., February, 1891 (Wellman, 237),
Outsice of this one bit of third hend evidence, who can sry what went or
in the minds of the 7th Covalrymen at cawn of December 29, 1890? There
is no evicence of & sinister plot by either party; but it is not unlike
thet 2t this little irmagecddon of the Red Man the ghosts of seversl olf
fallen heros stalked somberly - not only Custer, but also Fettermen,

Gratten, Little Thunder, Crazy Horse, and Sitting Bulll
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IIT. Park Data
Ae. Ownership

~bout 20 acres fall within the area tentatively recommended
by the committee of July 30, Of these, 5 acres are owned by Mr. Cly-c
Giicursleeve, merchant of Wounded Knee, who has mace a public offur to
donste, The remaining 15 acres are owned by the Pine Ridge Educationnl
Secicty, a Catheolic organizetion. Revirend Fuller, President of the
Society, has indicated in a letter of September 16 to us, a willingness
to donste or sell et merely nominal cost, Those portions of adjacent
lends thet rre important to an interprustetion of the battle, particularly
the rrvine rnd the mess grave, could be protected by cooperative agree-
ments with other lond owners, principslly the Catholic Church and Indizn

allottees (see Meps).

B. ippraised Value

The lands in question are useful only for limited grazing,
but because of their location in the Wounded Knce community might
hrve potential value for rcsidential use, No expert appraissl of the
lend value wes obtained, in view of the donstion offers., However, it
is believed that the present value of this lond would be in the ncighbor-

hood of %15 to $25 per acre,

C., Cecndition of Lands

The lends embraced within the tentetively proposed sres ore
clear of improvements, except for cattle fences s»nd g pgraveled road at

the eest end (see Maps =nd Photos),
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D, iccessibility

U, 'S. Highway 18 is a high standard oil-surfaced road, but
the stretch of 8 milcs lcading north to the battlafield (or "scene of
thc massacre") is narrow, rutty, 2nd only thinly surfaced with pravel,
Clouds of dust trail the traveler in fair weather, ifter rain it is
reputed to be passaeble only with difficulty., Mueh compleint 2bout the
condition of this reoad is now voiced by local residents, It is
reasonably certain that estcoblishment of 2 netional site would accentust
the demends for rocad improvement by the Federal Government, The Burcau
of Indien &#{fairs is prescntly responsible for the meintenance of this

rozd, but has no prospect of funds for improvement,

E. Suggested Development

If the site were to be established ns a nationel historic
site in nen-federal ownership, it would be sufficient to provide suitahl
sirms end markers, with little recurring cost to the Government. Howevel
in federal owncrship, if hendled in a manner similar to existing netione
monuments; Wounded Knee would conceivably require a substgntial physical
improvement program and sizcsble recurring snnual appropriaticns.
Because of the indefinitencss of the proposal, no attempt is made herc

to estimate these costs, or the cost of improving the approasch road,

F. lelation to Netionel Park Service Areas

Wounded Knce weuld fit administratively into the constellstion

of Bleck Hills ~reas (Wind Cave, Mount Rushmore, Badlends, Devils Tower,
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Jewel Ceve) administered by a coordinzting supe.rintendent staticned

at Repid City.

There are twe oreas new in the Netional Park System which
are releted to Pleins Indian warfare--Custer Battlefield Neticnel
Monument, scene of the Battle of the Little Big Horn of June 25-24,
1876; and Fort Leramie Naticnal Menument, where remains of the impertant
military post of 18L9-189C 2re preserved. Both areas sre relsted in
some degree to Wounded Knee., Fort Laramic wes a common gathering place
for the Sioux (prrticularly the Oglelas and Brules) when the Morth
Flatte Valley wes their hebitet, bhefore their finel move (in 1871) to
the Pine Ridge country, The bloedy affair of the Little Big Hern is
gencrally considered the climactic battle of Plzins Indian warfiarc, a
Pyrric viectory for the Sicux which precipiteted their final subjuration,

the trnil which ended forevor at Wounded Knee,

Indian warfare (but not of "the Plains")is the theme at

cne other ares in Regicn Two--Big Hcle Battlefield Naticnal Monument, -

in western Mcntana,

Badlonds Notional Monument in Scuth Dekota is the nesrest
existing arca of the Service to Wounded Knoe, Big Foct!s band ercssed

this area ¢n its flight from Cheyenne River before capture by the Tth

Cavalry,
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G. Related Historie Sites

Within the Pine Ridre Reservation there are no cther imncrtant
histeric sites in any way designated, Pine Ridje itsclf is of consid-
trable historic interest becruse of its key role in the rescrvetion
histery of the Oglala Sioux, This reservation is cne ¢f the 1rrasst
and most heavily populsted of the Indian reservaticns and the Sirux
(prrtly becsuse of their historic prowess as werricrs) are populsrly
regarded as among the most colorful dmerican Indiens, st Pine Ridze, -
which is somewhat larger than the typical arency, there is, in additicn
to the government plant, e large industrial schcol end a handicrafts
shop and museum, The site of the heme of Red Cloud, famous war chief
of the Oglalas (who coffered cnly passive rosisteonce during the Wounded

Knee disturbance) is the cnly histeric feature marked,

The State ¢f Scuth Dakota has historic merkcrs st the sites
cf the battleficlds of Slim Buttes (1874) and Whitestcne Hill (1855)
end at the Ree Villare on the Misscuri River besieged by Leavenworth

in 1823, but there are no mrrkers at Wounded Knee,.

Notice shculd be given here to the abortive Sioux Indien
Memorial proposcd in the 1930's by citizens of Chadron, Nebraska, for
locaticn in Chadron Stete Perk; and tc the current project privately
promcted by the sculpter Ziclkewski (with encourapgement from Senetor
Case and State Histcrian Rebinson) for a gigantic mountain statue of
Crazy Horse, near Custer, S.uth Dakota, =s a memorial to the hereice

Sinux warrjcr who was the archetype of the wild imerican Indians,
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Photo No. 3
Wounded Knce Battleficld. View to southcast toward
Catholic Mission on hill where Hotchkiss guns were
emplaccd, Scldier camp and principal action at left,
middle distance,
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Fhoto Wo, h
Mass grave behind the Catholic Mission where Indian
victims of Wounded Xnee wers turied on January 1, 1891,

" Photo No, S
"Committee" at Wounded Knee monument, July 30, 1952, Left to
right: Jake Herman, Oglala Sioux Council; Father Fuller, Holy
Rosary Mission; Charlecs Blindman, President, Wounded Knce sur-
vivors Association; Matthew liigh Pine, Wounded Knccy William
Firc Thunder, Oglala Siouwx Council; Clive Gilderslecve, Wounded
Knea; Will H, Spindler, Wounded Knoe, Samuel Stands, Oglala
Sioux Council,
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Photo No, 6
Pine Ridge, South Dakota, agency for the Pine Ridge Indian
Reservation, 17 miles by prezent road from Vounded Knee, Pine
Ridge was the center of military operations during the "Ghost
Dance War,"

: Photo No, 7
Historic site in Pine Ridge, The agency police station now
occupies the site, Red Cloud was a great war chief of the
Oglalas but was not actively hostile at the time of Wounded
Knee, In background is American Legion Hall, scene of the
July 29 mecting.



Photo No, 8
Supt., E. S, Luce, Custer Battlefield National Monument, identifies
four of these figures as follows: Seated--Major Samuel M, Whit-
side (left); Colonel James W, Forsyth (center), Standing--lst
Lieut, John C, Gresham (second from right); lst Lieut, William J,
Nicholson (third from right),

Photo No, ©



Photo No,.11l



Fhoto No, 13



V. Conclusions
We are now in a positicn to summarize the peints having a

beering on the question of n~ticnal significance,

1. Rescarch fails to disclese any sites to eontest the clnim
that Wounded Knee was the last importent clash between red men and whit.

tn the North american continent,

2, deserrch alsc sugpests that in number of fatalities it was
probably the bloodiest engziement in the snnals of Plains Indian war-
fare (hetween 300-330). The only rival in this respect was the Battle
cf the Little Big Hern, with 253 of Custer's forces dead (2ccording to

Superintendent Luce), an indeterminate number of Indisns killed,

3. The highly ccntroversial aspects of Wounded Knee reflect
not eonly gross discrepancies in the evidence but passions engendered by
peracnel tragedy, group leyelties, snd a certain amcunt of free-floating
meral sentiment, ‘While cbseuring the search fer facts, these verbal
projections of the battle have kept Wounded Knec vividly alive through
the decades, If the climex of the trapgedy was played at the Little Big
Horn, the final ineradicable ap:nizing scene before ringing down the
curtain, the dencuement of the bitter ceinturies-old rscial conflict,

was playcd nt Weunded Knee,

L. In a literzl sense, Wounded Knee, the dissstrcus but
prcbably preventeble upshcet of a disturbance brought on by religious

mania, was itself cnly an incident without histcrieal impert or effect



beyend the sheek to the Indian end to whites alike, with resultent
improviment (some say only temporary) in the handling of contenpornry
Indien affairs, and the enrichment of romantic liturature (see Neihordt!

"Scng of the Messiah"),

5. In a wider sense, Wounded Knee is highly symbclic and
therein 1lics, in the opinion of this reperter, its strongest eclaim to
nrticnal recognition.. In the blcod-bath of Wounded Knee the ers of
ehoriginal revelt comc te a tragic and devastrting finish, the era cf
peaccful reeiel relations beezn, Since 1891, despite great cultural
parriers, friendship has preveiled, Young men of the Sioux, descendante
of proud nomedic caple-plumed warricrs, heve since acquitted themselves
with conspicucus gellantry in the Spanishesmerican Wnar, World Wars T ono
IT, end in Korea, Wrcunded Knee, the plsce where ancient animosities he?
their last viclent sway, is alsc a milestcne in the history of race re-
leticns, demcnstrating the futility of settling racial arguments by com-

bat, and the urgent need for acceptonce of sceial respensibility,

6, If Wounded Knee is considered to have merit as an
apprepriate site for a monument coumemcrating the era cf peaceful
rel-tions between red men ond white, the questicn nirht logically arise,
why sulect an event relrted to the Sicux Indians and lying within o
Sioux reservation, instead of sclecting a site which mizht be more
nearly cormemorative of all Indisn tribes, No historic siteg which

weuld legically represent all dmcrican Indisn tribes is known to this
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repcrters On the cther hand, two considerations sugpest the lcric

cf selecting 2 site on a Sicux Indian Reservation as representative
¢f Indiens gencrally, f(irst, the Sicux were the last important greup
Lf sberdginel pecple to offer powerful resistance to conquest By the
white race, Sceendly, the Sioux peoples comprise the lerpest heme-
genecus linquistic greup of Indiens in the United Stetes, In many
ways the Sioux Indian ﬁas become the prototype of all imerican Indicns
in the minds of the averape american, Thus, it wculd nct be illegical
te estehblish a2 commemcretive site on a Sicux Reservation tc represent
all Indirn triws,

y \”nﬂijiiﬁ. ﬁ o Biye T
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