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LIGIA GRISCHA

A SUCCESSFUL SWISS COLONY
ON THE DAKOTA TERRITORY FRONTIER

TODD QUINN, KARL BENEDICT, AND JEFF DICKEY

In 1877 a small group of Swiss immigrants
from the Graubiinden canton formed a coop-
erative with another Swiss group in Stillwater,

Key Words: Catholicism, immigration, Irish,
migration, preadaptation, settlement, South Dakota

Todd Quinn is the Business and Economics Data
Librarian at the University of New Mexico, University
Libraries. He earned his MLIS from the University
of Pittsburgh. He spent 11 years in South Dakota and
learned to enjoy its wide-open spaces and big sky.

Karl Benedict, PhD, is the Director of the Earth Data
Analysis Center, Data Librarian in the University
Libraries, and Assistant Research Professor in the
Department of Geography at the University of New
Mexico. He earned his MA and PhD in Anthropology
from the University of New Mexico. In parallel with
his career as a professional archaeologist he has worked
for 25 years in data management, analysis, and
visualization with a focus on geospatial data.

Jeffrey J. Dickey, PhD, is a GIS Data Analyst in Louisana
and former GIS/geography librarian at the University of
New Mexico, University Libraries. He earned his PhD in
geography from Florida State University.

[GPQ 32 (Fall 2012): 247-60]

247

Minnesota, to begin a colony in eastern South
Dakota. These settlers founded the Badus Swiss
colony on the open prairie in Lake County,
Dakota Territory (later South Dakota), based
on cooperative rules written in Switzerland in
1424. This settlement was one of the last Swiss
colonies created in the United States during
the great nineteenth-century European migra-
tion, and one of the westernmost Swiss settle-
ments in the United States.

There were two major factors that contrib-
uted to the Badus Swiss colonists achieving
their goals of individual self-sufficient family
farms and assimilating into American society.
First, cultural preadaptation (i.e., organiza-
tional bylaws) provided the colonists with the
knowledge and skills in its formative years
to create a colony. The history, organization,
institutions, and artifacts of the Badus colony
reveal cultural traits that were present in their
home country. Second, its affiliation with a
nearby Irish settlement hastened Swiss assimi-
lation, compared to what it would have been
had the Swiss remained an isolated group.
Both immigrant groups were Roman Catholic,
which facilitated a bond based on the common
religion.
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This account begins with an explication of
the theoretical concept of preadaptation, fol-
lowed by a description of the Swiss migration
to the United States and the Dakota Territory,
the Badus colony, and a nearby Irish settle-
ment. We then detail the social organization
of the settlements, focusing especially on the
Catholic church and its influence on both the
Swiss and Irish settlers and how the church
brought the two groups together.

PREADAPTATION

The concept of preadaptation has its origin
in biological evolution, but has more recently
been applied in several cultural contexts.! It
is defined here in terms of an organism ben-
efiting from a previously existing, nonadaptive
capacity when confronting a novel condition.
These include the consideration of cultural
traits contributing to the rapid colonization of
the upland U.S. South by European-American
settlers, the predisposition of nations to align
with the (former) Soviet Union or Communist
China, the complex of preadapted traits that
originated with the Finnish Savo-Karelian
immigrant population in the settlement of
the Midland American frontier, and Irish
immigrant family structure and masonry skills
* enabling settlement in the antebellum South.?
Preadaptation also plays a key role in the
emerging fields of evolutionary and cultural
psychology in that it provides a theoretical
model for linking the concepts of differential
transmission and survival of traits (biological
or cultural) and context (cultural and physical
environment), the areas of focus of evolution-
ary and cultural psychology, respectively.?

According to Bock’s definition of biological
preadaptation, a trait or capacity would be pre-
adaptive if it is selectively neutral or subject to
selective pressure based upon a functional role
different from its current role. Bock provides
a clear illustration of this transition in which
there are two distinct selective regimes—an
initial regime that produces a preadaptation and
a second selective regime that contributes to
postadaptation.* In this context, a trait would

evolve (or drift if selectively neutral) under
one set of selective forces related to a specific
functional role, and then with a shift in func-
tion would become subject to a second set of
selective forces related to that second function.
This definition translates into the following
requirements for biological preadaptation: To
be considered preadaptive, a specific trait or
capacity must (1) exist prior to its use within
a particular environment or context; (2) play
a new functional role within that context; and
(3) be subject to new selective pressures that
relate to that added functional role.

This biological definition is somewhat more
restrictive than the common use of the term
preadaptation in the cultural contexts cited
above. A distinction between the biological
and cultural applications of the concept of
preadaptation is illustrated in the definitions
provided by Jordan:

Viewed from this perspective, the European
immigrants entering colonial North America
introduced adaptive strategies that were
immediately tested by the new physical envi-
ronment. This leads naturally to the concept
of preadaptation, involving trait complexes
possessed in advance of migration which give
its bearers a competitive advantage in the
new setting [emphasis in original].’

and by Newton:

The best approach seems to lie in explor-
ing the spread of the Upland South culture
from the point of view of cultural preadapta-
tion, an argument that the most important
adjustments to a new environment develop
before entering the new environment; the
theory of preadaptation further argues that
preadaptive traits arose through normal
“selection” in the old environment, were
adaptive there, and were but fortuitously
adaptive in the new environment.5

In both instances the emphasis is on the
existence of a set of cultural traits that had been
adaptive within a particular environmental
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context and proved adaptive in a new context.
A second dimension of the cultural preadapta-
tion concept identified by Bock, Jordan, and
Newton is the idea that a particular group
possessed a particular set of cultural traits that
enabled them to occupy new environments
more effectively than other groups that might
have also attempted to migrate into those
regions.’ It is this “competitive advantage”
inherent in these preadapted groups that may
explain the success of those groups in settling
areas previously only sparsely occupied by other
European-American populations.

The use of the term preadaptation in our
analysis is consistent with its use in the cultural
preadaptation studies we cite here, and it forms
the theoretical foundation for this study.

SwISS MIGRATION TO THE UNITED STATES

The Swiss immigrant population, like many
European immigrants, had limited opportu-
nity in their home countries and hoped for a
better life in the United States. Many of the
immigrants from Switzerland came to America
because of limited landownership opportuni-
ties at home (due to family land divisions over
many generations) and because males were
conscripted to long military duty. Schelbert
states that the reason for each instance of
migration is specific to the Swiss district and
township of origin, though there are three
general reasons: (1) “new opportunities which
white expansion had forcibly created on other
continents,” (2) the relative ease of transporta-
tion, and (3) the industrialization of Western
Europe, which destroyed old ways, especially
affecting farmers and skilled craftsmen.8
Conscription and the limited opportunities
in industrialized cities may have been specific
district issues that prompted the Badus Swiss to
migrate? According to Schelbert, unlike most
immigrants, many Swiss colonies were part of
a well-organized migration that included local
emigration associations:

More than any other European country
during the great trans-Atlantic migrations,
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Switzerland depended on highly organized
emigration associations that sponsored the
founding ‘colonies.’ Potential immigrants
joining such a colony were required to
subscribe to statutes and abide by the rules
of social organization that often included
sharing common property and collective
decision making on important issues.!°

Schelbert points out that one of the difficul-
ties in researching Swiss migration is “[the]
Swiss in South Dakota as in the United States
in general, have been almost invisible [in
government statistics and local histories]. . . .
Swiss and Swiss-Americans are viewed mostly
as being either of German, French, or Italian
origin.”!!

SWISS MIGRATION TO THE DAKOTA
TERRITORY

Ostergren studied the settlement of South
Dakota by Europeans between 1870 and 1915.12
By examining decennial U.S. Census records,
he shows how the state was populated east to
west during three distinct migration periods:
1868-1873, 1879-1886, and 1902-1915. In
his study he provides a map of the state with
demarcation lines of the westward migra-
tion based on each census. The 1880 census
demarcation line (north—south) goes through
the middle of Lake County, which corresponds
with the time period and location of the Badus
Swiss and Nunda Irish. Ostergren adds, “The
bulk of east-river country underwent settle-
ment during the period 1879-1886, a period
of national prosperity that coincided with the
approach of railroad construction along the
eastern boundary of South Dakota.”!? This
is almost the exact time period of the Badus
colony formation and dissolution.

Though South Dakota and other fron-
tier states were originally populated by “Old
Americans,” they “soon gave way to the
foreign-born, who seemed to be more disposed
to permanent settlement.”!* The immigrants
from this “Great Dakota Boom of the 1880s”
came from diverse European locations. Many
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of these immigrants lived in the United
States for some time before they headed to the
Dakota frontier, though others traveled west
immediately upon their arrival. It appears the
Badus Swiss fell into both categories. The first
group to arrive was part of an 1854 migration
of “several Swiss families, some 150 people in
all, [who] went to the United States; they all
hailed from the Canton Graubiinden, more
precisely . . . the Ligia Grischa [region].”! This
group splintered and some of them found work
in Stillwater, though these established Swiss
did not form a colony in Stillwater. The latter
group headed west and met the established
Swiss in Stillwater soon after they arrived in
the United States. There is no evidence to
suggest the two Swiss groups prearranged their
meeting, but with their cultural history of orga-
nization, and both groups being from the same
canton and region, it is not hard to imagine the
meeting was planned.

THE LiGIA GRISCHA

The Ligia Grischa was a set of organizing
laws and a preadapted cultural institution that
facilitated the Badus colony’s success. The
institution dates back to a form originating
in the Ligia Grischa region of Switzerland
in 1424. The original Ligia Grischa or Graue
Bund (Grey League) was one of three leagues
that combined to form a free state in what is
now Switzerland’s Canton Graubiinden. The
significance of the Ligia Grischa to the success
of the Badus colony is linked to the creation of
Swiss identity during the early formation of the
Swiss federation of states.

The Swiss confederation was one of many
states that arose in Europe following the dis-
solution of the Holy Roman Empire. While
princely houses grew into the German states
through inheritance, conquest, and marriage,
Switzerland had its origins in the voluntary
union of small communities to form a repub-
lican federation. This union undertook the
political obligations of the former imperial
government. The three forest cantons, Uri,
Schwyz, and Unterwalden, united by treaty

and defended their independence through vic-
tory over Leopold of Austria in 1315. Other
cantons joined this core group to counter the
ever-present threat of Hapsburg domination,
“and thus prepared an asylum for republican
ideas in the midst of monarchical and feudal
Europe.”16

This original treaty, or perpetual league,
was “concluded for the proper establishment
of quiet and peace.”!” While pledges of mutual
aid for defense are primary in the treaty, a
later section rejects any judge “who shall have
obtained his office for any price, or for money
in any way whatever, or one who shall not be
a native or a resident with us.”!® As to dissen-
sion between any confederates, the most pru-
dent among them was to come forth to settle
the dispute as seemed right to them.!® This
concept is echoed in the provisions of the
Ligia Grischa of Badus colony, which stated
that disagreements between members had to
be settled by the society and nobody could
seek justice elsewhere.

The Grey League was one of three leagues
formed in ancient Raetia, now central and
eastern Switzerland. Formed of communities
between the source of the Rhones and the
forest of Flims, they agreed to protect one
another and to settle disputes by a board of
arbitration of three men.?’ The Grey League
was the first of the three leagues in Raetia to
join the Swiss confederacy, signing a perpetual
pact with Glarus in 1400. Around 1450 the
three leagues drew closer together to form a
federated state. Because the Grey League was
better organized and played a leading part,
the entire area became known as the Grey
League.?!

The Badus Ligia Grischa’s articles of coop-
eration specified length of existence, member-
ship, dues, judicial and estate settlements,
expulsion, and quitting (see Appendix). For
example, each member paid five dollars to join
the cooperation and monthly dues of one taler
{German currency equal to one U.S. dollar),
plus ten taler in June 1875. Legal disagreements
between members could only be resolved by the
cooperative; a member could not seek outside
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legal resolutions.?2 These conditions echo
provisions of the first perpetual league of the
original three forest cantons of Switzerland.?3

In naming their union the Ligia Grischa,
the Swiss immigrants invoked a cultural insti-
tution whose republican ideals and rejection
of outside interference brought the commu-
nity together and helped them to survive the
early years. Even though rejection of outside
interference was an ideal of the original Ligia
Grischa, the Badus Swiss members had to be
open to meet one of their goals, assimilation
into American culture. This openness also
allowed them to establish a bond with their
neighbors, the Nunda Irish, based on their
common religion.

This organizational preadapted trait was
essential to the colony’s founding, and the
short duration of the Ligia Grischa does not
diminish its importance. The union was actu-
ally built for dissolution. In fact, a few years
sooner than expected it met an unstated
goal of self-sufficiency for each homestead.?*
As DeRungs states, “With united forces [the
Ligia Grischa] want to keep pace with the
spirit of the modern times and to promote the
private interest of everybody.”?® This state-
ment also attests to another unstated goal of
the Ligia Grischa: assimilation. Immigration
groups often face intense assimilation pres-
sures, though the Swiss wanted to “blend as
quickly as possible into the given society.”?6
Perhaps Pauley explains these unstated goals
best: “[T]he Badus Swiss wanted its union to
be similar to other American ethnic societies,
which benefited all group members, and gave
each homesteader others upon whom to rely.”?’

THE BADUS COLONY

In 1877 the Ligia Grischa sent ten indi-
viduals from Stillwater to prospect land in the
Dakota Territory, which was similar to the
common practice of the German Russians (also
known as Germans from Russia).28 Propaganda
may have prompted the group to prospect the
Dakota Territory for land. Stillwater, on the
Minnesota-Wisconsin border, was a major

LIGIA GRISCHA 251

recruiting area for western territories. Milton
states,

Early [Dakota] agencies, with their own
interest at heart, provided some exagger-
ated advertising about Dakota, and territo-
rial officials sent speakers to more heavily
populated areas to extol the opportunities
of Dakota and to praise the land in the face
of counterpropaganda which made good use
of the cold winters, hot summers, grasshop-
pers, and wild Indians.?

The counterpropaganda was to keep travelers
from leaving their current location. For example,
Iowa newspapers described the Dakota Territory
as barren, desolate, and godforsaken.3° This
propaganda and counterpropaganda may have
influenced the Badus Swiss, but probably the
draw was cheap land provided by the Homestead
Act of 1862 and the Timber Culture Act of 1871.
Trewartha speculates, in his study on the Swiss
colony in New Glarus, Wisconsin, that the land
was not selected based on sentimentality, but on
usefulness and diversity, “a mixed prairie-forest
area.”! The Badus Swiss seemed to use similar
reasoning, though their land was less diverse,
lacking a wooded area.

Kingsbury states, “[The prospectors] picked
out claims for thirty families, most of whom
removed to the state in the spring of 1880.”3
The majority of the settlers created home-
steads around the lake soon-to-be-named Lake
Badus. In 1878, prior to the mass settlement,
ten Swiss families settled in the northwestern
corner of Lake County, Dakota Territory (see
Fig. 1). These first settlers traveled by train
from Stillwater to Luverne, Minnesota, then
traveled approximately one hundred miles by
wagon train (through Sioux Falls and Madison,
Dakota Territory) to reach their homesteads.?3
Each male settler twenty-one years of age or
older received a homestead claim and a tree
claim, together totaling 320 acres (half a sec-
tion), though according to Mclntosh, most tree
claims in the Middle West were not adjacent
to the homestead and many did not make it to
patent status.>*

© 2012 Center for Great Plains Studies, University of Nebraska-Lincoln



252 GREAT PLAINS QUARTERLY, FALL 2012

Patented Homesteads Associated with Documented Swiss Surnames
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FIG. 1. Locations of patented homesteads for the Township encompassing Lake Badus. Homesteads patented prior

to 1888 are highlighted while others are represented by unfilled outlines. The map is based upon a digitized copy of
the 1873 GLO plat map for the referenced Township and Range with the patented homesteads superimposed upon

the historic plat map..

The colony, the school, and eventually the
township were named Badus in “remembrance
of Piz Badus (better known as Six Madun), a
towering peak over the small Lake Toma.”®® The
Swiss colonists, who spoke Romansch, remem-
bered that Piz Badus (in central Switzerland
near Andermatt) overlooked summer pastoral
lands where they took their cows to graze.3
Kingsbury speculates, though the prairie may
have reminded the Swiss of their home pas-
toral lands, the wide-open spaces and lack of
mountains and trees must have been a shock
to them.’’

The homesteads covered twenty-five square
miles of gentle rolling prairie, with a small
lake in the center, in the northwest corner of
Lake County.®® The lake is described by the

National Park Service as follows:

Lake Badus, located at the eastern edge of the
agriculture district, is the primary geographical
feature. The shallow, stream-fed lake covers
approximately 320 acres. Battle Creek, an
intermittent stream, feeds into, and drains
from, Lake Badus.?®

The Badus homesteads were quarter-sections
but were divided into “80 rods by one mile
in order to provide shoreline for everyone,”
and helped keep the settlers close together.°
Locating the Swiss farmsteads close to the lake
benefited their dairy production and general
water needs, but the Swiss had to travel much
farther to maintain their crops. The Nunda
[rish, on the other hand, centrally located their
farmsteads on their claims so they would have
equal access to their land.*! Most of the Badus
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colony farms were a quarter-section (160 acres),
but a few had huge farms, a quarter-section plus
eighty acres.# According to Dooley, the farms
in Badus were self-sufficient until the 1940s.
Each farm had a flock of chickens, a few hogs,
twelve to fourteen milk cows, twenty head of
cattle (or fewer), and gardens. Dooley’s descrip-
tion matches closely the National Park Service
survey:

Each farmstead typically includes one
house, one large barn, one or more smaller
barns, one or more chicken coops, one or
more grain silos, and a shelterbelt. Many of
the farmsteads also include a single wood
granary, a single brooder house, one or more
loafing sheds, and/or a well house.®

Once the settlers arrived at the Badus colony
they worked cooperatively, which allowed some
men to build the colony’s buildings and later
their houses, while the other colonists would
tend the carpenters’ fields. This is a good exam-
ple of cooperation preadapted from the origi-
nal Ligia Grischa whereby members pledged
mutual aid and defense. According to Dooley,
the Badus Swiss were a tight-knit group with
good leaders, and they worked well together.*4
Also, “[t]he Swiss were a happy people and pro-
vided their own entertainment.”® In Dooley’s
assessment, the Swiss were better organized
than the Irish because of the formation of the
cooperative.6

Most settlers built sod houses until timber
was available or affordable. The colony house
was built in 1878, and included a small store
and post office. In addition, it was a place of
entertainment and was used for temporary
housing. The colonists’ frame houses and barns
used rocks from the fields as their foundations.
A little cement was used to bond the rocks
together. Once the railroad came to Ramona,
some farmers purchased manufactured houses
from Sears or other sources.’

Because the land around Lake Badus was
sloped, the Swiss immigrants were able to build
their barns into the hillsides, similar to the way
they did in their native country:
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Swiss farmers tended to build barns more
suitable for dairying. The barns were likely
to have a hillside location so that the lower
level would provide an entrance for the
dairying cattle. The upper level had a hay
door wide enough for a hay rack to be driven
into that level.#®

Thus, the cows could walk into the barn and
the farmer could use a horse team to pull a
wagonload of hay into the “loft.” The hay
could be off-loaded on both sides of the loft.
This design was much more efficient for their
needs compared to barns typical of the area,
which used a pulley system to raise hay into the
loft. This type of barn, variously called a bank
barn or Sweitzer barn, has been identified by
Ensminger as having originated in Switzerland,
including Canton Graubiinden.*’ Bank barns
(with forebay) dating to the late 1800s have
been found in Pennsylvania and throughout
the Midwest. On a trip to Switzerland, Dooley
visited houses that used a similar design, but
the house and barn were one structure with the
“basement” as the barn.>

Whether brought directly from Switzerland
or picked up along the way in their migration
to South Dakota, the bank barn built by the
Badus Swiss was a preadapted concept that
aided their survival as a colony. The design was
labor efficient for storing hay, and by virtue of
its partial earth enclosure it provided a measure
of protection against the harsh South Dakota
winters.

In addition to rough winters, the colony also
fought other natural disasters. In 1879 a prairie
fire burned all the frame houses (not the sod
houses) and wood supply. After the fire, the
colony only had twisted hay bundles and cow
chips for fuel. In 1880 and 1888 the area was hit
with major blizzards, which killed many cattle.
The farmers also had to battle with weeds,
drought, and grasshoppers. In addition, the
colony house burned down in 1884.! Despite all
these setbacks, most of the Ligia Grischa mem-
bers became self-sufficient and were eventually
able to gain patent status for their land, thus
meeting one of the league’s primary goals.*?
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THE NUNDA IRISH SETTLEMENT

A group of Irish settlers arrived in the area
about eight months before the arrival of the
Badus Swiss. The Irish settled the area of what
is now Nunda. Nunda, formerly Prairie Queen,
is six miles east of the Swiss settlement. The
Swiss group settled around a lake and the Irish
settled on higher ground.’

According to Ostergren, “[the Irish] were not
known as agriculturalists in the Upper Midwest,
and seldom established homogeneous enclaves.
. . . Rather, their distribution was ubiquitous.”>*
Though the Irish were not farmers, the Nunda
Irish group set out from Burr Oak, lowa, mostly
likely at the behest of the Catholic bishops in
Minneapolis—St. Paul. Father John Ireland,
among other bishops, appeared to have three
motives in populating the frontier with Irish
immigrants: (1) “to return to small, rural, reli-
gious, oriented communities on the land,” (2)
to “rescule] Catholic immigrants, especially the
Irish immigrants from the slums of the eastern
cities,” and (3) to rescue orphans from destitu-
tion in large cities.”> Kemp describes how Bishop
Ireland formed the Irish Emigration Society and
then made the society more inclusive to further
these Catholic church goals:

[He] changed the name of the colonization
organization from the Irish Emmigration
[sic] Society to the Catholic Colonization
Bureau . . . to include various ethnic groups;
German, Swiss, Belgians, and French,
which were involved with the Irish in the
Catholic Colonization effort in the West.%¢

The inclusive approach by Bishop Ireland
no doubt helped these two Roman Catholic
immigrant groups, the Badus Swiss and Nunda
Irish, form a positive attitude toward each
other. Most significantly, the two groups built
St. Ann’s Church in Badus Township (Fig. 2).

RELIGION IN THE COLONY

In 1884 the Badus Swiss and the Nunda

Irish formed a corporation, more than likely

FIG. 2. Plaque on St. Ann’s Catholic Church of
Badus built in 1884 by the Badus Swiss Colony and
Nunda Irish settlement.

mediated by the Catholic Colonization Bureau,
to build St. Ann’s Church.’” The church cost
the colonies three thousand dollars. The
timber was shipped from Stillwater to Volga,
South Dakota (the closest railroad station),
via Luverne, Minnesota.’® The costly expen-
diture showed the importance of the church
to the two communities. The church became
the religious, social, and economic center for
both colonies. Ostergren states that for many
immigrants, “[the church served the] essential
purpose of solidifying the ethnic settlement
into a focused community . . . [and] church
services were held in ethnic languages.”® But
by forming a corporation for the church and
attending services together, the Badus Swiss
and Irish Nunda did not follow this pattern of
ethnic exclusiveness. Services were most likely
in Latin and English, not Romansch, suggest-
ing that at least some of the Badus Swiss adults
already knew English (and their children were
learning English in school). Prior to the build-
ing of St. Ann’s Church, the first confirmation
took place in the schoolhouse in 1882 and
included both Swiss and Irish children.®® With
the church as the center of social and religious
activities for the two ethnic groups, it is highly
unlikely the two groups would have stayed cul-
turally exclusive.

The common religion was a strong bond that
brought these communities together, and the
two communities got along fine.! Even though
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the Swiss were the dominant group, St. Ann’s
first regular priest, Father Flynn, was Irish, and
was known as a binding force. Prior to Father
Flynn’s arrival in 1881, “Father Brogan, of Sioux
Falls, SD, made periodic visits to the settlement
on his regular circuit.”® Father Flynn orga-
nized sports competitions (mainly baseball)
among the various groups in the region.%? Plus,
there were many marriages between the two
groups.®* The Swiss provided the extra work
needed for church services (e.g., grave digging)
because they were much closer to the church.
In 1881 the church had 100 adult adherents,
in 1884, 350 adherents from 100 families, and
nine years later it had 300 adherents.> The
relationship between the two groups likely
meant that the Badus Swiss, who were farmers,
helped the Irish novice agriculturalists gain the
necessarily skills and knowledge for their new
occupation and lifestyle.

In 1898 St. William’s Church was built in

Ramona to accommodate the town’s grow-

ing population, which was spurred on by the -

railroad company’s decision to build a station
in Ramona and the establishment of line busi-
nesses that followed. The Catholic communi-
cants were split between St. William’s and St.
Ann’s, and eventually St. William’s eroded the
number of St. Ann’s communicants. St. Ann’s
held regular services until 1965, and today it is
used for special occasions (e.g., weddings and
funerals) and hosts an annual celebration on
St. Ann’s birthday in July.®®

SCHOOLS IN THE COLONY

The colony was incorporated by the Dakota
Territory in 1880, and soon after, it built
a school on the east side of Lake Badus.
According to Berther, “[the Swiss b]eing a
religious people and valuing the importance of
education for the children, they built a school-
house as one of the first buildings.”¢? Later, in
1884, the settlement was incorporated in Lake
County and became known as the Village
of Badus. When a settlement incorporated
in a county and built a school, the county
would supply the teacher.® Most likely the
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instruction in the Badus village school was in
English, which would have helped the Ligia
Grischa meet its unstated goal of blending into
American society. Other country schools were
built on other farmsteads in Badus Township,
but East and West Badus were the main
schools. The school also doubled as the Swiss
and Irish colonies’ church until 1884, when St.
Ann’s Catholic Church was built. The original
school burned down in the 1940s.%°

CONCLUSION

The Badus Swiss colony, having formed in
1875, succeeded in its two main goals: becom-
ing individually self-sufficient and integrating
into American culture. Our analysis used the
cultural preadaptation definition that Jordan
and Newton applied to Europeans migrating
to the United States. As we have seen, the
Badus Swiss possessed a particular cultural
trait, the Ligia Grischa organization structure,
that enabled them to occupy a new environ-
ment, the Dakota Territory, more effectively
than other groups that also attempted to
migrate into the region. This “competitive
advantage” was inherent in the Badus Swiss;
in naming their union the Ligia Grischa,
these Swiss immigrants invoked a cultural
institution whose republican ideals and rejec-
tion of outside interference brought the com-
munity together and helped them to survive
the eatly years. The Badus Swiss used the
Ligia Grischa to establish the colony and help
each member become self-sufficient, because
in this form of organization, each member’s
success is bound to another’s. Even though
rejection of outside interference was an ideal
of the original Ligia Grischa, the Badus Swiss
members had to be open to meet one of their
goals, assimilation into American culture.
This openness also allowed them to establish
a bond with their neighbors, the Nunda Irish,
based on their common religion. In Ostergren’s
assessment, “most [of] South Dakota’s early
twentieth century rural immigrant society
[was] socially and culturally ethnic, but eco-
nomically American.”” Although the Badus
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Swiss were economically American, their
close relationship with the Nunda Irish sug-
gests an alternative to Ostergren’s argument.
Bishop Ireland’s Catholic Colonization Bureau
brought the two ethnically diverse communi-
ties together to build St. Ann’s Church in
Badus, which became the center of religious
and social activities for the two communities.
Their shared faith may have been the original
basis of the cooperative they formed to build
the church, but the historical record suggests
the bond extended beyond the church. Their

children most likely attended the same schools -

in Badus and were baptized together, and mar-
riages between members of the two communi-
ties furthered the bond.

More importantly, the organization and
agricultural knowledge of the Badus Swiss
mostly likely benefited the Nunda Irish.
Ostergren described most Irish immigrants on
the frontier as agricultural novices, so it is rea-
sonable to assume that the bond between the
two groups, formed initially by religion, later
extended to the farmsteads as well. According
to Dooley, the Swiss were better organized
than the Irish, most likely because of the Ligia
Grischa and their agricultural past. This com-
petitive advantage helped each Ligia Grischa
member become self-sufficient, which allowed
the organization to dissolve four years sooner
than initially written in the bylaws.

With the new railroad station in Ramona,
and eventually a competing Catholic church
in Ramona, the Village of Badus started its
slow decline as the social and religious center of
Badus Township. As of 2012, Badus Township
is not counted as a specific location by the U.S.
Census, but it comprises thirty-six families.”!
The majority of the people in Badus Township
live in Ramona, which has fewer than two
hundred people and the average age is over
fifty years old.”? The Nunda area reached its
population peak of 206 people in 1920, and
now its population has dwindled to less than
fifty residents in the town of Nunda. As we
have seen, the Badus Ligia Grischa was built for
dissolution, which occurred eleven years after
" its formation.”® This dissolution most likely
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FIG. 3. Badus Swiss Colony historical marker on
US 81, erected in 1965 by the Lake Country Historical
Society and State Highway Commission.

meant that the organization’s unstated goals of
self-sufficiency and assimilation, highlighted by
Schelbert’s research and by the personal stories
of DeRungs and Pauley, were reached. Today,
the Badus Swiss Colony is gone, and the only
physical reminders are St. Ann’s Church and a
roadside historical marker (Fig. 3).
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