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Sociological Novels Reviewed in Sociology and Social Research, 1925-1958 *
Michael R. Hill

HE BIBLIOGRAPHIC RECORD reveals the novel as a distinctive and frequently used

format for sociological inquiry and exposition.” From 1925 to 1958, the pages of

Sociology and Social Research identified and reviewed 140 examples of sociological
novels.> A bibliography of these novels is provided here, annotated with citations for the
reviews in Sociology and Social Research. This “library” of sociological novels is a useful
resource for research on American culture, student projects, and (not unimportantly)
recreational reading that combines business with pleasure.

Under the editorship of Emory S. Bogardus, Sociology and Social Research
routinely opened its pages to reviews of alternative forms of sociological expression.
Instructively, Bogardus merged his interest in quantitative social measurement with a
commitment to literature as a form of sociological exploration. In particular, he explored
“social distances” in a variety of literary works, including novels.*

' SocioLoGICAL ORIGINS, Volume 5, No. 1, Fall 2006: 54-59. All rights reserved.

) . . . . ) o
the Mass Modias IR} dISUsion HOASRERSNRFE BSone SRR dha riikion Fiffism and
395-417 in Women and Symbolic Interaction, edited by M.J. Deegan and M.R. Hill, Boston: Allen
and Unwin, 1987; L.S. Carney, “Decadence and Modernity in the Unfinished Society: The
Latin American Novel,” International Journal of Palitics, Cultureand Society 1(2): 291-300, 1987,
M.J. Deegan and M. Stein, “Existentialism and Fiction: Exploring and Containing the Experience,”
Free Inquiry in Creative Sociology 12: 180-184, 1981; M. Evans, Jane Austen and the Sate,
London: Tavistock, 1987; D. Glover, “Sociology and the Thriller: The Case of Dashiell Hammett,”
Sociological Review 27(1): 21-40, 1979; W. Griswold, “American Character and the American
Novel: An Expansion of Reflection Theory in the Sociology of Literature,” American Journal of
Sociology 86: 740-65, 1981; M.R. Hill, “Novels, Thought Experiments, and Humanist Sociology in
the Classroom: Mari Sandoz and Capital City,” Teaching Sociology 15(1): 38-44, 1987, A.A.
Khatari, “Analysis of Fiction: A Method for Intracultural and Cross-cultural Study of Family
Systems, Journal of Marriage and the Family 42: 197-203, 1980; J. Mechling, “Peter L.
Berger’s Novels of Precarious Vision,” Sociological Inquiry 54: 359-81, 1984; N. Perry,
“Catch Class and Bureaucracy: The Meaning of Joseph Heller’s Catch 22, Sociological Review
32: 719-41, 1984; 1. Shun, “A Choice of Nightmares: On Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness,”
Sudies in Symbolic Interaction 6: 335-49, 1985; S. Webb, “Ireland in Fiction,” The New
Statesman 6 (March 11, 1916: 546 — 547) and reprinted, this issue, in SOCIOLOGICAL ORIGINS 5
(1): 21-24, 2006; and L.K. Zola, “Any Distinguishing Features? — The Portrayal of Disability in
the Crime-Mystery Genre,” Policy Studies Journal 15(3): 485-513, 1987; etc., etc.

3 Melvin J. Vincent wrote the lion’s share of these reviews, and EmoI?/ S. Bogardus
contributed several additional critiques. Other reviewers included: Read Bain, John H. Burma, Doris

Cleage, Virgina Elmquist, D.W. Hamilton, Cecil Evva Larsen, Edward C. McDonagh, Martin H.
Neumeyer, John E. Nordskog, and N.N. Puckett.

* See, for example: E.S. Bogardus, “Social Distance in Fiction,” Sociology and Social
Research 14: 174-80, 1929-30; “Social Distance in Shakespeare,” Sociology and Social Research

18(1): 67-73, 1933; “Social Distance in Greek Drama,” Sociology and Social Research 33(4): 291-95,
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Several of the works cited in the bibliography below have become classics and are
readily available. The bibliography also notes many lesser known works still available in
used book stores across the country. Virtually all of the listed titles can be obtained through
interlibrary loan. It is hoped you will find this bibliography a useful resource — one to
which you will add your own updates.

LIST OF NOVELS REVIEWED IN SOCIOLOGY AND SOCIAL RESEARCH

Note: The volume and page number location of each review as it appears in Sociology and
Social Research follows in square brackets after each entry.

Allen, Adam. 1943. Dollar a Share. New York: Random House. [S&SR 27: 498].
Anderson, Maxwell; and Harold Hickerson. 1928. Gods of the Lightning. New York:
Longmans, Green. [S&SR 14: 98].
Anet, Claude. 1927. TheEnd of aWorld. Translated from the French by Jeffery E. Jeffery.
New York: Alfred A. Knopf. [S&SR 12: 398].
Asch, Sholom. 1930. The Mother. Translation by Nathan Ausubel. New York: Horace
Liveright. [S&SR 15: 197].
. 1946. East River. New York: G.P.Putnam’s Sons. [S&SR 31: 334].
Ashton, Helen. 1930. Doctor Serocold. New York: Doubleday, Doran. [S&SR 15: 97].
Barr, A.J. [1929]. Let Tomorrow Come. New York: W.W. Norton. [S&SR 13: 594].
Bates, H.E. 1944. Fair Stood theWind for France. Boston: Little, Brown. [S&SR 29: 82].
Beals, Carleton. 1936. The Stones Awake. Philadelphia: J.B. Lippincott. [S&SR 21:298].
Black, Jack. 1926. You Can’'t Win. New York: Macmillan. [S&SR 11: 498].
Bloom, Harry. 1955. Episodeinthe Transvaal. New York: Doubleday. [S&SR 40: 374].
Borden, Mary. 1952. You, TheJury. New York: Longmans, Green. [S&SR 37: 287-88].
Boyd, Thomas. 1925. Pointsof Honor. New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons. [S&SR 9:
478].
Brinig, Myron. 1929. Singermann. New York: Farrar and Rinehart. [S&SR 14: 196-97].
Buck, Pearl S. [1931]. The Good Earth. New York: John Day. [S&SR 15: 497].
. 1934. The Mother. New York: John Day. [S&SR 18: 397].
. 1942. Dragon Seed. New York: John Day. [S&SR 26: 577-78].
. 1949. Kinfolk. New York: John Day. [S&SR 34: 153-54].
Colman, Louis. 1931. Lumber. Boston: Little, Brown. [S&SR 15: 396].
Cozzens, James Gould. 1942. The Just and the Unjust. New York: Harcourt, Brace.
[S&SR 27: 165]
Cronin, A.J. 1941. The Keys of the Kingdom. Boston: Little, Brown. [S&SR 26: 298].
Cushman, Dan. 1953. Say Away, Joe. New York: Viking. [S&SR 38:281].
Di Donato, Pietro. 1939. Christ in Concrete. New York: Bobbs-Merrill. [S&SR 24:
194-95].
Dos Passos, John. 1943. Number One. Boston: Houghton Mifflin. [S&SR 28: 82].
Edmiston, James. 1955. Home Again. Garden City: Doubleday. [S&SR 39: 364].
Ellson, Hal. 1949. Duke. New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons. [S&SR 34: 78].
. 1952. The Golden Spike. New York: Ballentine Books. [S&SR 37: 359].
Fallada, Hans. 1933. Little Man, What Now? Translated by Eric Sutton. New York:
Simon and Schuster. [S&SR 18: 196].

1949; and “Social Distance in Poetry,” Sociology and Social Research 36(1): 40-47, 1951.
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Ferber, Edna. 1945. Great Son. New York: Doubleday, Doran. [S&SR 29: 415-16].

Fountain, Clayton W. 1949. Union Guy. New York: Viking. [S&SR 33: 75-76].

Gann, Ernest K. 1953. TheHigh and the Mighty. New York: William Sloane. [S&SR 38:
64-65].

Gilfillan, Lauren. 1934. | Went to Pit College. New York: Viking. [S&SR 18: 497].

Glasgow, Ellen. 1935. Vein of Iron. New York: Harcourt, Brace. [S&SR 20: 197].

Gordimer, Nadine. 1953. TheLying Days. New York: Simon and Schuster. [S&SR 38:
354].

Greene, Graham. 1951. The End of the Affair. New York: Viking. [S&SR 36: 275-76].

Guareschi, Giovanni. 1950. The Little World of Don Camillo. New York: Pellegrini and
Cudahy. [S&SR 35: 160-61].
. 1952. Don Camillo and HisFlock. New York: Pellegrini and Cudahy. [S&SR
37:215].

Hall, James Norman. 1944. Lost Island. Boston: Atlantic Monthly—Little, Brown.
[S&SR 29: 165-66].

Halper, Albert. 1934. The Foundry. New York: Viking. [S&SR 19: 197-98].

Harris, Sara. 1952. The Wayward Ones. New York: Crown. [S&SR 37:289].

Hawley, Cameron. 1955. Cash McCall. Boston: Houghton, Mifflin. [S&SR 40: 453].

Hemingway, Ernest. 1952. The Old Man and the Sea. New York: Charles Scribner’s
Sons. [S&SR 37: 142-43].

Hersey, John. 1944. A Bell for Adano. New York: Alfred A. Knopf. [S&SR 28: 418].

. 1950. TheWall. New York: Alfred A. Knopf. [S&SR 34: 401-402].

Hobart, Alice T. 1936. Yang and Yin. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill. [S&SR 21: 495].

Hobson, Laura Z. 1952. The Celebrity. New York: Simon and Schuster. [S&SR 36:275].

Hodgins, Eric. 1950. Blandings’ Way. New York: Simon and Schuster. [S&SR 35:
309-10].

Hoffman, Nathan. 1937. Undaunted. Los Angeles: Wetzel. [S&SR 22: 297-98].

Jenkins, Burris. [1936] Fresh Furrow. Chicago: Willett, Clark. [S&SR 24: 193-94].

Jenkins, Deaderick F. 1942. It Was Not My World. Los Angeles: Deaderick F. Jenkins.
[S&SR 29: 414-15].

Jonas, Carl. 1952. Jefferson Selleck. Boston: Little, Brown. [S&SR 36:417-18].

Jones, James. 1951. From Hereto Eternity. New York: Scribner’s. [S&SR 36: 275].

Kehoe, Karen. 1946. Cityinthe Sun. New York: Dodd, Mead. [S&SR 31:417].

Knight, Ruth Adams. 1949. It Might Be You. Garden City: Doubleday. [S&SR 34:238].

Kossak, Zopia. 1944. Blessed are the Meek. Translated by Rulka Langer. New York:
Roy. [S&SR 28: 498].

La Farge, Oliver. 1929. Laughing Boy. New York: Houghton Mifflin. [S&SR 14: 296].

La Piere, Richard. 1941. When the Living Strive: A Sory of Life and Adventure in San
Francisco’s Chinatown. New York: Harper and Brothers. [S&SR 26: 198].

Lagerlof, Selma. 1931. The Ring of the Lowenskolds. New York: Doubleday, Doran.
[S&SR 15: 397].

Lanham, Peter; and A.S. Mopeli-Paulus. 1953. Blanket Boy. New York: Thomas Y.
Crowell. [S&SR 38: 134].

Lawrence, Josephene. 1935. If | Have Four Apples. New York: Frederick A. Stokes.
[S&SR 20: 394].

Lawson, John Howard. 1925. Processional. New York: Thomas Seltzer. [S&SR 9: 478].

Lenski, Lois. 1947. Judy'sJourney. New York: J.B. Lippincott. [S&SR 32: 826].

Lewis, Sinclair. [1933]. Ann Vickers. Garden City: Doubleday, Doran. [S&SR 17:
492-93].
. 1935. It Can't Happen Here. New York: Doubleday, Doran. [S&SR 20: 297].
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. 1945, CassTimberlane. New York: Random House. [S&SR 30: 249-50].

. 1947. Kingsblood Royal. New York: Random House. [S&SR 32: 586].

Lockridge, Ross. 1948. Raintree County. Boston: Houghton Mifflin. [S&SR 32: 825-26].

Lord, Frank. 1926. Light Fingers. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill. [S&SR 11: 398].

Mailer, Norman. 1948. The Naked and the Dead. New York: Rinehart. [S&SR 33: 404].

Mann, Thomas. 1944. Joseph the Provider. New York: Alfred A. Knopf. [S&SR 29:
166].

March, William. 1954. The Bad Seed. New York: Rinehart. [S&SR 39: 434].

Markandaya, Kamala. 1955. Nectar ina Seve. New York: John Day. [S&SR 40: 224].

Marquand, John P. 1943. So Little Time. Boston: Little, Brown. [S&SR 28: 165].
. 1951. Melville Goodwin, USA. Boston: Little, Brown. [S&SR 36: 348-49].

Marshall, Bruce. 1947. Vespersin Vienna. Boston: Houghton, Mifflin. [S&SR 32:
669-70].

Matthews, Harold. 1942. River Bottom Boy. New York: Thomas Y. Crowell. [S&SR 27:
334].

McKee, Ruth E. 1934. The Lord’s Anointed. New York: Doubleday, Doran. [S&SR 19:
197].

McKenny, Ruth. 1943. Jake Home. New York: Harcourt, Brace. [S&SR 27: 497-98].

McSorley, Edward. 1946. Our Own Kind. New York: Harper and Brothers. [S&SR 31:
249-50].

Moll, Elick. 1958. Seidman and Son. New York: G.P.Putnam’s Sons. [S&SR 43: 166].

Monsarrat, Nicholas. 1951. TheCruel Sea. New York: Alfred A. Knopf. [S&SR 36: 142].

Morrison, Ray. 1949. Angels Camp. New York: W.W. Norton. [S&SR 34: 317].

O’Connor, Edwin. 1956. The Last Hurrah. Boston: Little, Brown. [S&SR 40: 452].

O’Donnell, E.P. 1936. Green Margins. Boston: Houghton Mifflin. [S&SR 21: 397].

O’Hara, John. 1951. The FarmersHotel. New York: Random House. [S&SR 36: 276].

Orwell, George. 1934. Burmese Days. New York: Harper and Brothers. [S&SR 19:390].

]
S

. 1949. Nineteen-Eighty-Four. New York: Harcourt, Brace. [S&SR 34: 152-53].

Paton, Alan. 1948. Cry, The Beloved Country. New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons.
[S&SR 33: 82; 34: 77-78].

Peeples, Edwin A. 1945. Swing Low. Boston: Houghton, Mifflin. [S&SR 30: 248-49].

Peterkin, Julia. 1927. Black April. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill. [S&SR 12: 97-98].

Porterfield, Austin L. 1953. Wait the Withering Rain. Fort Worth, Texas: Leo Potishman
Foundation. [S&SR 38: 65].

Rawlings, Marjorie K. 1933. South Moon Under. New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons.
[S&SR 18: 98].
. 1938. The Yearling. New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons. [S&SR 23: 497].

Remarque, Erich Maria. 1929. All Quiet on the Western Front. Boston: Little, Brown.
[S&SR 14: 97-98].

. 1945, Arch of Triumph. New York: D. Appleton-Century. [S&SR 30: 425-26].

. 1954. ATimeto Loveand a Timeto Die. Translated from the German by Denver
Lindley. New York: Harcourt, Brace. [S&SR 39: 67].

Richberg, Donald. 1934. AMan of Purpose. New York: Thomas Y. Crowell. [S&SR 19:
389-90].

Rimmer, C. Brandon. 1948. In the Fullness of Time. Berne, Indiana: Bere Witness
Publishing Company. [S&SR 33: 76].

Robinson, Henry Morton. 1950. The Cardinal. New York: Simon and Schuster. [S&SR
34: 482].

Roth, Jacob. 1931. The Sory of a Smple Man. Translation by Dorothy Thompson. New
York: Viking. [S&SR 16: 397-98].
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Salinger, J.D. 1951. The Catcher inthe Rye. Boston: Little, Brown. [S&SR 36: 275].
Saroyan, William. 1943. The Human Comedy. New York: Harcourt, Brace. [S&SR 27:

418].

Savoy, Willard. 1949. Alien Land. New York: E.P. Dutton. [S&SR 34: 400-401].
Schonbar, Albert. 1950. Bitter Wine. New York: Exposition. [S&SR 35: 238].
Scott, Natalie Anderson. 1947. The Sory of Mrs. Murphy. New York: E.P. Dutton.

[S&SR 32: 750].

Seghers, Anna. 1942. The Seventh Cross. Translated from the German by James A.

Galston. Boston: Little, Brown. [S&SR 27: 249].

Shaw, Lau. 1945. Rickshaw Boy. Translated by Evan King. New York: Reynal and

Hitchcock. [S&SR 30: 165].

Shute, Nevil. 1939. Ordeal. New York: William Morrow. [S&SR 24: 298].

. 1951. Roundthe Bend. New York: William Morrow. [S&SR 35: 457-58].
Sinclair, Jo. 1946. Wasteland. New York: Harper and Brothers. [S&SR 31: 250].
Sinclair, Marjorie. 1947. Kona. New York: John Day. [S&SR 31:497].

Sinclair, Upton. 1940. World' s End. New York: Viking. [S&SR 25: 298].
Skinner, B.F. 1948. Walden Two. New York: Macmillan. [S&SR 33: 81-82].
Slade, Caroline. 1940. The Triumph of Willie Pond. New York: Vanguard. [S&SR 25:

197].

Smith, Betty. 1948. Tomorrow Will Be Better. New York: Harper and Brothers. [S&SR

33:250].

Smith, Lillian. 1949. Killers of the Dream. New York: W.W. Norton. [S&SR 34: 318].

Steinbeck, John. 1937. Of Miceand Men. New York: Covici-Friede. [S&SR 22:296-97].

. 1942, The Moon isDown. New York: Viking. [S&SR 26: 489-90].

1945. Cannery Row. New York: Viking. [S&SR 29: 414].

1947. The Wayward Bus. New York. Viking. [S&SR 31:418].

. 1947. The Pearl. New York. Viking. [S&SR 32: 982].

1954. Sweet Thursday. New York: Viking. [S&SR 39: 210-11].

Stern, G. B. 1925. The Matriarch. New York: Alfred Knopf. [S&SR 9: 396].

Stevens James. 1926. Brawnyman. New York: Alfred A. Knopf. [S&SR 11: 98].

Stribling, T.S. 1926. Teeftallow. New York: Doubleday, Page. [S&SR 10: 496].
1928. Bright Metal. Garden City: Doubleday, Doran. [S&SR 13: 198].

[

l' |

Stuart, Stuart, Frank S. 1941. Caravan for China. New York: Book League of America. [S&SR
25:593-94].

Sugimoto, Etsul. 1935. A Daughter of the Nohfu. New York: Doubleday, Doran. [S&SR
21:593-94].

Tasker, Robert Joyce. 1928. Grimhaven. New York: Alfred A. Knopf. [S&SR 13:
397-98].

Train, Arthur. 1925. The Lost Gospel. New York: Scribner’s. [S&SR 10: 293].

Tunis, John R. 1942. All American. New York: Harcourt, Brace. [S&SR 27: 166].

Werfel, Franz. 1940. Embezzled Heaven. New York: Viking. [S&SR 25: 397-98].

1942. The Song of Bernadette. New York: Viking. [S&SR 27: 81-82].

White, R Richard. 1940. Native Son. New York: Harper and Brothers. [S&SR 24: 592-93].

Whlte Walter F. 1924. The Fireinthe Flint. New York: Alfred A. Knopf. [S&SR 9:
319].

Wilder, Thornton. 1930. The Woman of Andros. New York: Albert and Charles Boni.
[S&SR 14: 497].

Winsloe, Christa. 1933. The Child Manuela. Translated by Agnes Neill Scott. New York:
Farrar and Rinehart. [S&SR 18: 295-96].

N
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Winther, Sophus Keith. 1936. Take All to Nebraska. New York: Macmillan. [S&SR 20:
593].

Wouk, Herman. 1951. The Caine Mutiny. New York: Doubleday. [S&SR 36: 275].

Zamiatin, Eugene. 1924. We. Translated from the Russian by G. Zilboorg. New York:
E.P. Dutton. [S&SR 9: 396].
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