University of Nebraska - Lincoln

Digital Commons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln

Great Plains Research: A Journal of Natural and

) ] Great Plains Studies, Center for
Social Sciences

Fall 2009

Book Review: High Plains Horticulture: A History By
John E Freeman

Dale E. Herman
North Dakota State University

Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/greatplainsresearch

Herman, Dale E., "Book Review: High Plains Horticulture: A History By John F. Freeman" (2009). Great Plains Research: A Journal of
Natural and Social Sciences. 1036.
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/greatplainsresearch/1036

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Great Plains Studies, Center for at Digital Commons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Great Plains Research: A Journal of Natural and Social Sciences by an authorized administrator of
Digital Commons@ University of Nebraska - Lincoln.


http://digitalcommons.unl.edu?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fgreatplainsresearch%2F1036&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/greatplainsresearch?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fgreatplainsresearch%2F1036&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/greatplainsresearch?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fgreatplainsresearch%2F1036&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/greatplainsstudies?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fgreatplainsresearch%2F1036&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/greatplainsresearch?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fgreatplainsresearch%2F1036&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/greatplainsresearch/1036?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fgreatplainsresearch%2F1036&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

254

High Plains Horticulture: A History. By John F. Free-
man. Boulder: University Press of Colorado, 2008. xii +
270 pp. Map, photographs, notes, bibliography, index.
$34.95 cloth.

High Plains Horticulture is an outstanding historical
review of the amazing challenges and environmental
constraints homesteaders, early settlers, and visionary
plantsmen faced head on in their noble efforts to establish
horticultural pursuits in the High Plains. Its historical
documentation is noteworthy, its author’s treatment com-
mendable. Anyone reading this book will gain renewed
respect for the sheer grit, patience, endurance, passion,
and leadership sacrificially offered by early plantsmen,
horticulturists, and community pioneers, including early
horticultural society and governmental leaders.

The text describes early vegetable- and fruit-growing
efforts and clearly paints the definitive, yet intangible,
role horticulture plays, in all its facets, in making our
environment more liveable and aesthetically satisfying.
John F. Freeman skillfully intertwines this well-docu-
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mented concept with our human dependence on a reliable
source of water, though this overwhelming emphasis on
drought and water needs results in a bit of repetitiveness.
While his coverage of the horticultural contributions of
Niels Hansen at the South Dakota Agricultural College
in Brookings, South Dakota, is somewhat superficial
compared with the more encompassing and complete pre-
sentation of research at the Cheyenne Horticultural Field
Station in Wyoming, this may be in part because Brook-
ings is located to the east of the High Plains. For current
accuracy, several scientific plant names could have been
updated, but plant nomenclature is sound overall.

For its sweep and the quality of its information, High
Plains Horticulture: A History is a valuable work that
merits a broader readership than its title might imply. I,
for one, was challenged by its content as it renewed my
zeal and pride to be in the ranks of horticultural plants-
men who seek to improve and broaden the diversity of
plants that are winter hardy and adapted to the climatic
rigors of the Great Plains. Dale E. Herman, Department
of Plant Sciences, North Dakota State University.
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