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New Directions in American Indian History. Ed-
ited by Colin G. Calloway. D’Arcy Mc-
Nickle Center Bibliographies in American
Indian History Series, Vol. 1. Norman: Uni-
versity of Oklahoma Press, 1988. Figures,
table, references, index. x + 288 pp. $29.50.

This appropriately titled collection of essays
is the first volume of a continuing bibliographic
series intended to supplement earlier bibliog-
raphies and further assist American Indian his-
torians, especially newcomers to the field, in
determining the relative merit of the hundreds
of new publications concerning American In-
dians becoming available annually.

The essays emphasize works published rela-
tively recently because the volume is intended
to supplement a collection of essays, Scholars
and Indian Experience: Critical Reviews of Recent
Writings in the Social Sciences, published by the
D’'Arcy McNickle Center in 1984. New Direc-
tions will be followed in the series by volumes
alternating between collections of bibliographic
essays, like the present volume, and indexed
bibliographic lists arranged by topic.

New Directions is divided into two parts, “Re-
cent Trends” (six chapters) and “Emerging
Fields” (three chapters). Each chapter is a his-
toriographical essay examining the most prom-
inent works in a particular aspect of American
Indian history. The methodological and topic
orientations of the essays are richly diverse.
Melissa L. Meyer and Russell Thornton discuss
the potential of quantitative methodology in
Native American history. Deborah Welch ad-
dresses the place of American Indian women in
western history. Dennis F. K. Madill explores
new trends and directions in Métis history. Wil-
lard Rollings discusses the multi-sided nature of
the southern plains frontier and the larger im-
plications for American Indian history. George
Grossman looks at the American Indian and
law, and James Riding In assesses twentieth-
century scholarship.

The essays in the second group, by scholars
from related disciplines, offer new tools and sug-
gest an agenda for further inquiry into American
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Indian history. They include a discussion of the
place of linguistics in Plains Indian historical
study by Douglas R. Parks, an examination of
the relationship of economics and history by
Ronald L. Trosper, and suggestions for devel-
oping a history of Indian religion by Robert
Brightman.

A consistent theme in New Directions (and
projected for its successors), as in many con-
temporary works on Indian history, is the va-
lidity of multi-disciplinarity. The bibliographic
lists will be indexed under seven topic headings:
history, anthropology, sociology, literature,
economics, religious studies, and linguistics.

The title page of Part One in New Directions
notes that the larger question posed by each of
the chapter authors is, “Are scholars pursuing
significant questions and adopting valuable
techniques?” In helping to answer that ques-
tion, this series will prove to be an invaluable,
perhaps even indispensable, tool for inquiry into
the American Indian experience. At the very
least, the series will provide a much needed
basis for examining and utilizing the profusion
of material concerning American Indians avail-
able to scholars.

MICHAEL EASTIN
Grand Junction, Colorado
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