

















Federal governments to optimize environmental, social and economic outcomes, as required by
Article 3 of the Water Act 2007.














































































1.5 MURRAY-DARLING BASIN, AUSTRALIA - GEOGRAPHY AND
POPULATION

The Murray-Darling Basin (MDB) is comprised of the river Darling system in the
northern basin and river Murray system in the southern basin (Figure 1.3). The Basin
spans five jurisdictions Queensland, New South Wales, Australian Capital Territory,
Victoria and South Australia, covering an estimated fourteen percent of Australia’s land
area. The population of the Murray-Darling Basin is approximately 2.1 million.* Table
1.1 articulates the percentage of the MDB population in the MDB distributed according

to State and Territory.**

TABLE 1.1 PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION ACCORDING TO MDB
JURISDICTION

State % of population

Australian Capital Territory | 16.1

New South Wales 38.7
Queensland 10.8
Victoria 28.7
South Australia 5.6

# Murray-Darling Basin Authority. Guide to the Proposed Basin Plan: Overview, Commonwealth of
Australia, 2010 at 15.

* House of Representatives Standing Committee on Regional Australia, Of Droughts and Flooding Rains:
Inquiry into the impact of the Guide to the Murray-Darling, Commonwealth, May 2011.




















































































(vi)  Thampapillai V., (2011), International Water Law for Transboundary
Resource Management: Environmental and Human Rights, Environmental Policy and

Law, 41 (3), 127-135.
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(i) The existing literature does not seek to examine the degree of importance of transition
economy strategies for overriding the endowments effect and other constraints impacting
the buyback program. This was achieved through examination of preferential selling
patterns by sellers toward either government or private buyers. =

(1i1) The existing literature on the Murray-Darling Basin does not significantly engage
with the literature on the tragedy of the anti-commons. That is under-utilization of water
resources for the environmental, social and economic purposes due the presence of

multiple exclusion right holders (State and Federal governments). Identifying potential

tragedies of the anti-commons is central to developing key institutional reforms.

E Supra note 179.
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Questions asked from Government Officials:

(v) Government's institutional capacity assessed against comprehension of:
- Irrigators’ rights to property
- Environmental water buybacks
- Water Act 2007

- Over-allocation
The data is presented with discussion, quotes representative of the majority across all

regions, quotes representative of distinct views within regions, and a summary of key

findings at the end of each section.
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REFORM PROPOSAL 2
Conflict resolution model comprised of:
(i) A substantially expanded no significant harm rule to be included the Water Act
2007;

(ii) A daily operational liberal commons model to be included in regional resource

operation plan law.
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APPENDIX-2: QUALITATIVE INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

QUESTIONS FOR IRRIGATORS







































