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SHORT COMMUNICATION

First record of the sisal weevil Scyphophorus acupunctatus
(Coleoptera: Curculionidae) in Greece

D.C. KONTODIMAS* AND E. KALLINIKOU

Benaki Phytopathological Institute, Department of Entomology and Agricultural Zoology,
Laboratory of Agricultural Entomology, 8 Stefanou Delta, Kifissia, 14561, Greece

The sisal weevil, Scyphophorus acupuncta-
tus (synonyms: S. interstitialis, S. anthrax-
cinus, S. robustior, Rhynchophorus aspe-
rulus) (Coleoptera: Curculionidae) has been
found in Greece on ornamental Agave sp.
planted in a hotel garden in Vouliagmeni,
Attiki on May 2010. The species was
identified according to Vaurie’s key (1971).

Scyphophorus acupunctatus originates
from the Nearctic Region (USA, Mexico,
Cayman islands, Costa Rica, Cuba, Nether-
lands Antilles, Dominican Republic, El
Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Ja-
maica, Nicaragua, Virgin Islands, Belize,
Brazil, Colombia, Venezuela), but it has
been also found in Asia (Indonesia, Saudi
Arabia), Africa (Kenya, South Africa, Tanza-
nia) and Oceania (Australia: Queensland)
(PQR 2007). In Europe, it has been recorded
firstly in the Netherlands in 1980 on
imported ornamental Yucca plants (Van
Rossem et al. 1981), as well as several times
between 1984-2006 on imported ornamental
Beaucarnea, Dasylirion and Yucca plants
(PQR 2007, Potting et al. 2009). In addition,
it has been recorded in Italy (Lombardia) in
2000 on Beaucarnea recurvata as a glass-
house incursion (Colombo 2000) as well as
on Agave americana in Sicily in a public
park on 2006 (EPPO 2008a). Finally,
infested plants 4. americana found in
France (Saint Tropez) in a public park on
2007 (EPPO 2008Db).

Scyphophorus acupunctatus is referred to
attack Agave spp. (e.g. 4. sisalana, A. four-
croydes, A. tequilana, A. americana), Beau-
carnea recurvata, Dasylirion longissimum,
Dracaena draco, Furcraea foetida, Yucca
spp. (e.g. Y. aloifolia, Y. elephantipes, Y.
glauca), Polianthes tuberosa (Vaurie 1971,
Camino Lavin et al. 2002, PQR 2007).

Adults of S. acupunctatus are small black
weevils, 9-15 mm long (Fig. 1). The larval
stage completes its development within 5
instars. The fully developed larva is about 18
mm long, creamy white and legless (Fig. 2).
Pupation takes place within a cocoon maiden
by plant fibres. The total life cycle lasts 50-
90 days. In cases of severe attacks, plants
may die mainly from the feeding activity of
the larvae which bore galleries into the infested
plants, whereas adult damage consists of
feeding punctures on young leaves.

FIG. 1. Adults of Scyphophorus
acupunctatus.
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FIG. 2. Fully developed larvae of Scyphophorus acupunctatus.
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Mpot™ kataypagn ety EALGOG TOV £(Bp0 TS aydpng
Scyphophorus acupunctatus (Coleoptera: Curculionidae)

AX. KONTOAHMAX KAI E. KAAAINIKOY

Mrmevaxeio @vromaboloyixo Ivotitovro, Tunua Eviouoloyiag kot I'ewpyixnc Zwoloyiag,
Epyaotipio F'ewpycng Eviouoloyiag, 2. Aéivo 8, 14561 Knpioia

ITEPIAHYH

To évtopo Scyphophorus acupunctatus (cuvovopa: S. interstitialis, S. anthracinus, S. Ro-
bustior, Rhynchophorus asperulus) (Coleoptera: Curculionidae) Bpébnke yio mpdTn Qopd otV
EMGda 10 Mdio tov 2010 o xolomiotikd @utd oydfng oe kNMmo Eevodoyeiov ot
Bovhaypévn Attikng. To €idog tavtonomOnke copemva pe v kAgido g Vaurie (1971). To
S. acupunctatus xotdyetar amd ™ Neoapktkn Zovn (HITA, Me&wo, vicor Kabdpdv, Koota
Pika, Kovpa, OMavdikég Avtiddeg, Aopwvikovy Anpokxpotio, EX ZaAPadop, Tovatepdda,
Ait, Ovdovpa, Tlopduka, Nwpdyova, ITapBéveg vicor, Mmerile, Bpalihia, Koloppia,
Bevelovéha). Exet xataypaeei eniong oty Acia (Ivdovnoia, Zaovdikn Apafia), v A@pikn
(Kévoa, Notww Aepikn, Tavioavia) kot v Qkeavio (Avotporia). Xtmv Evpomn €xet
katoypapel oty OAlovdio oe gloayopeve KaAA®TOTIKG (enl Beaucarnea, Dasylirion xou
Yucca), omv ItoMo (ot AopPapdia eni Beaucarnea recurvata xor otn XikeMo eni Agave
americana) ko ot I'oAlio (oto Saint Tropez eni A. americana).To S. acupunctatus &gt
Kotaypapel va mpooPariel €idn Agave (dnwg A. sisalana, A. fourcroydes, A. tequilana, A.
americana), Beaucarnea recurvata, Dasylirion longissimum, Dracaena draco, Furcraea
foetida, €60 Yucca (0nwg Y. aloifolia, Y. elephantipes, Y. glauca) xo0dg xor to Polianthes
tuberosa. To axpoio Tov S. acupunctatus £xovv ypopo pHeAovo Kot UKo 9-15 mm evd 1
TANP®G AVETTUYUEVT] TPOVOUQT KPEUMOES AEVKO Ypdpo, Kot ufikog émg 18 mm. H vdupwon
Aappavel xopa oe PouPukio KaTdoKELAGUEVO amd TG {veg TOv @ULTOL ToL TPoosPdAiel. O
Broroyukdg kdKAog Tov evtopov dwopkel 50-90 nuépeg. H mposPorn and to S. acupunctatus
umopet va odnynoet oto Bdvato to ELTO-EevioT, Kupimg AdY® NG TPOPIKNG dpdong Tmv
TPOVOUPDV TTOV OPUGGOLV GTOEG PO TO ECMTEPIKO TNG OTEPAVNG TOVv PuUTOV (Kapdld). H
TPocPoAr and ta akpaio meplopiletar ota veapd EOAAC.
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