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George G. Arnakis: The Near East
in Modern Times. Volume I: The Ot-
toman Empire and the Balkan States to
1900, Austin and New York, The Pem-
berton Press-Jenkins Publishing Com-
pany, 1969, pp. XVI, 452.

George G. Arnakis, Wayne S. Vu-
cinich : The Near East in Modern Times.
Volume 2: Forty Crucial Years, 1900 -
1940, Austin and New York, Jenkins
Publishing Company-The Pemberton
Press, 1972, pp. 356.

As curious as it may sound, the civi-
lization of one third of FEurasia siill
awaits definition. Traditionally cut be-
tween the classical distinction of West
and East, the «cradle» of world civili-

zation which lies in a circle around East-
ern Mediterranean and more pre-
cisely around a fabulous city, Istanbul
(otherwise called Byzantium, Constanti-
nople, Polis, Tsargrad) has never been
presented by historians in its unity.
This «intermediary region» between West
and East, encompasses the Orthodox
Christian Slavs (including the Russians)
the Rumanians, Albanians, Greeks, Turks,
Jews, Arabs, Persians, that is from Bel-
grad in the West to the Indus River in
the East and from Arkhangelsk in the
North to Fthiopia in the South.

No textbook has ever been written
on the history of this Intermediary Re-
gion. The first important effort in this
direction was made however by L.S.
Stavrianos when, in 1958, Rinehart of
New York published his remarkable
The Balkans since 1453. This book en-
compasses only one part of the Inter-
mediary Region, the western quarter of
it, describing five centuries of its history.
At the same time a parallel effort was
made in French by a Lebanese historian
Jawad Boulos, published in five volumes
by Mouton of The Hague, under the
title Les peuples et les civilisations du
Proche Orient. But the ambition of this
work was so great that it made a failure
of the last volumes. With the exception
of Russia it tries to encompass the his-
tory of the whole Intermediary Region
from prehistoric times to the present
day. The book by Arnakis, the third
volume of which is still to be published,
also studies the whole area with the
exception again of Russia, but only
covers tne 19th and 20th centuries.

The absence of Russia is a great
mistake in a book like this which has the
ambition to help understand the unity
cf the Intermediary Region, because
of the great importance this people
played in the last millenium of the «in-
ternal» history of this area of civili-
zation. To present, as the author does,
the Russian State as an external factor
to the Eastern Question, on the same
level as England for instance, is a very
common mistake among historians which
prevents us once again from under-
standing the significance of the internal
struggle of the area, which has always been
the will of each one of the peoples of the
Intermediary Region to hold the sceptre
of its Oecumenical Empire in Istanbul.
Thus we fail to understand the process
by which an external power, England,
intervenes in the «civil war» going on
in the area for the succession of the
Istanbul throne and helps the Turks
maintain the throne by repelling both
the internal contender from the South
(the Arabs of Mohammed Ali) and the
internal contender from the North (the
Russians of Nicholas Ist.). It equally
fails to understand why so many prom-
inent Greeks continued their close
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collaboration in Istanbul with the Ot-
toman Emperor, even after the making
of a small independent kingdom of Greece
in 1832. In fact it very much resembled
the present Canadian situation. As there
are French separatists in Quebec and
French federalists in Ottawa, in the
same way there were Greek separatists
in Athens and Greek «federalists» in
Istanbul, for ideological and not just
opportunistic reasons.

However the main value of this work,
which far exceeds its weaknesses, is that
for the first time it gives us a very clear
textbook of the last two centuries of the
history of nearly the whole of this area
of civilization lying in the middle of
Eurasia, it situates the Balkans in the
Near East where they really belong and
bans from its vocabulary the illogical
and confusing term of Middle East,
which only came into vogue at the out-
break of the Second World War. It
is highly desirable that in the near fu-
ture a synthetic history of the Inter-
mediary Region in modern times, in-
cluding Russia, be written from the «in-
side» and not from the Western angle.

The bibliography of both volumes is
not satisfactory. The once more repeat-
ed, although very weak, argument that
«for practical reasons» it was neces-
sary to limit it to works available in
English, does not save it from criticism
as useful books in English are not men-
tioned while others of highly doubtful
importance are brought in.

DIMITRI KITSIKIS, Ph. D.
Professeur agrégé d’Histoire & I'Uni-
versité d’Ottawa.

Al mepi idroktnoiog amoyeig &v i) k-
KAnoig kKata Ttovg Tpeic mpdrTovg aid-
vog

“Exdootc TTutplapytkod I8pvuatoc IMo-
epik®v Meletdv, "Avilekta Blatddmv
13, Ocoocalovikn 1972, o. 201, Onod
"Apypavdpitov Nektapiov Xatinuiydin.

Elg  xolateyvikny kol  Alav  &mipe-
peAnpévny Exdooty ékvklogdpnoe  te-
revtaiog 1 Stdaktopikn SatpiPn Tob
Tlavooioroytetdtov m.N. Xatlnuiydin,
diddktopoc Korvovioroyiag tod ITave-
motuiov 1od Ztpacfovpyov, Exovca mg
Oépa : Al mepi idoktnoiag andyelg v
T "ExkAnoig kotd tovg Tpeic mpdrovg
aidvag. ‘H Statpifry abtn OnePrndn eig
Vv Oeolroyiknv Zyoriv Tod Iaveniotn-
piov Oecoahovikng xai &vekpibn Opo-
yigas.

‘H &pyacia nepiéyer mpdroyov, eloa-
YOIV Kol T0 KOplov pépoc, 10 Omoiov
elval dinpnuévov el Tfocupa keQalata.
To npdtov Ke@OAuIOV EXEL OC AVTIKEIpE-
VOV HEAETNG TO KOLVOVIKOV TEPiypapjid,
6nmg  Siepopedbn Tolto KatOMY THG
aAniemdpdoems o0 onuitikod, EAAnvi-
GTIKOD “Kal “POHUIKOD  TVELHATOC €iS TO
OlKOVOUIKOV Kai KOlv@VIKOV mediov T
oo &Eétactv meptddov. Eig 10 devtepov
keedhatov O ovyypagevs &€etalel TRV
npoéhevoty Tiig idtoknoiag kai Tovs Tpod-
novg Groktnoeds ™. Eig 10 tpitov ke-
edlatov yivetar Adyog mepl TV TPOT®V
APNoE®S THS GTOoMKfC Kal KOWmVIKTG
idroktnoiac. Eic 10 tétuptov ke@diuiov
£peuvdvtal oi okomoi T idloktnoiac.
Téhog, &v Empétpe katafdrletar mpoo-
nafsio S1e pav ovvropov Beohoyiknyv
a&lohoynotv tijg idtoktnoiac. Al eig v
YOAMKNV YAOooav drodobeical chvVTOpOL
GKEYELS TOD TOVOCSTIOAOYIMTATOL GLYYPU-
0é0¢, &ni To0 Bépatoc, Groteloly molv-
TIHOTATNY cvpforny eig TV YVOGLY TdV
OpB0dOEmY Groyemv &n’ adTtob TdV £Te-
podOEMVY APLGTIOVAV EPELYNTHV.

‘H 6An &pyacic Ogpehiobrtal éni @V
Gnoyemv TV EKKANGLUCTIKOV TATEPOV
xal ovyypagémv Tiic Ond E€étacty meplo-
dov, xmpic TPOC TOPTO Vi GyvochvTatl Td
£0vika miaiole &vtog TV Omoimv &yev-
viBnoov kai aventiydnocav al ypiotiavi-
Kai kotvotntes. Al xploTiavikal aroyelg
nepl thic idtoktnoiag, yxwpic va arote-
Aolv TV cuvicTapévny TV EBvik®y 18ed@v
@V EmikpaTovo®y KOUTG TNV mEPiodov
Tavtny, Opictavial  avopeifoloc v
énidpaciv tov Sapopehoacul TeEAKMS
idtov clomnuo avripetonicens tob 0-
patog avtod. ‘H dvagopd eic to¢ idéac
adtac Kol avtiknyelg mepi tic idtokTn-
oiac Bonbel 1OV ovyypagia gig TV Kahv-
TEPOV KATAVONOLY TV %PIoTIAVIK@Y TOl-
ovtmV kal TV 6dnYel gig TV dlwtinecty
TMi¢ S10QOopONOINGEDS TOV.

Inpetotéov 6t €av N “Ayia Tpoon kal
ovykekpipévas 1 Kaivi Awbikn daro-
TeAf] TV otabepav Baoty €mi Tiic Omoing
otpiletar N Oeoloyikn Gvaivolg €vog
0épatoc, Sumc adth 1N idia mapéxet Erd-
%1670 GTOLXElR S1d TRV KOLVOVIOLOYLIKNYV
Beperiooiv tov. TotovtoTpdNmS O Epguvn-
TN¢ elvar Doy pemUEVOS Vi EpUnvevon Td
oowvopeve &éni 1) Bdoel tdOv dedopévav
£k tiic npdEeme, kai va kaloyn 8L° adTiic,
70 fempNTIKOV KEVOV 1O Omoiov LeicTa-
Tat.

A Tiic  BE0AOYIKO-KOILVOVIOLOYIKTG
fempioems 100 B&patog, vopilopey 6t 6
TOUVOG. GLYYPUQELS EmETuye TOD GKOTOD
tov Koi ovviBare peydhimg eic v émi-
GTNUOVIKTV TTpoay®yhHv Tov. TOcoV 1 pé-
Bodog v Onoiav ypnoiponotel, Soov kol
6 1pémog d1¢ Tod Omoiov Gvaivel to Eni
pépovg Oépata, Gvramokpivovial eig Tag
EMGTNHOVIKAG AralThoel. XPNGIHOTOtET
8¢ mhovoiav EAAnvikny koi Eevoylmooov
Biprioypapiay.

Tevik®g ta KVpla onpeio tiic Epyuciug
abtiig elvar ta E&TG ¢
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1. Alwpdrticig éni tod mpoPiiuatoc
¢ &upthoemg tdv mepl iSroktnoiog
anoyeov tiic "Exkinciac 4@’ £vog pév &k
TV OlKOVOULKO-KOIVOVIK®Y GVTIAYEDV
TV dtapdpay ta€emv Tiic ELANVoppoOULi-
K¢ Kowmviag, @@’ £tépov 8¢ &k Tiig dp-
yaiag EAANVIKTC KOVOVIKTS PLhocoiac.

II. A Tfic mapovong uperétng Oepe-
Mobtar &ni tf Pdoet Tic Gpyaiac ypr-
GTIAVIKTIC TapuddoemS véa KATHOE KpLTn-
piov N0ikiic a&oroynoeng tiic idtoktn-
oiac. Toviletatl m.y. OO TOD cLYYPUEEDS
(o. 117, 118) 1| dpoyévela tiic dpBoddEOD
TVELHATIKOTNTOC Kol Gmoppintetor 7
TPOCPIAG €ic TOLG €peuvntac Tiig Av-
GEMC dLaKPLOLS EVIOADY Kai GupBoviév
&v i) meployf tiic xowvmvikiic Emetnpo-
royiag.

III. “O ocvyypugedg déxetat bt dev &yé-
veto @vev Opov dekt0c O Oeopoc tiig
idtoktoiag Uno 1fic 'ExkkAinciag Tdv
TPV TpdTeV cidvev. ‘H idtoktnoic
£0ewpnOn OO ¢ "FxkAnciug d¢ ioto-
PLko¢ Becpog Gotig dOvartut va petafoiie-
Tl avahoyms OV  OlKOVOUIKO-KOIVMVI-
KOV avtulyeny ékdotg énoyfic. Kata
v ono é€étacty nepiodov N EkkAncilacti-
KN Tapddootc, &v avtibécel mpog Tovg
aipeTikolc, Kui &v mpokelpéve toug I've-
GTIKOVS, Tepovstdletatl g dnéppayos Tiic
nikplc idtokmoiag kol avriBetog T
KOwvokTNnHoovvne, doov kail tfi¢ amreplo-
picTov adENoceme TV DAKGV Ayaddv.

IV. Awa tfic ava xelpac Epyaciag Si-
katobtal N edkapyia tiic "OpBodotov Ka-
Borikiic "Exkinsiac Evavitt tod kolvm-
vikod mpofripatoc, i droeuyn dniovott
oo 1fic "Opbodotiag Statundoemc Kol-
VoOVIKOV EYKukAiov, ®¢ cupBaivet el thv
Avoy, TpOg AVTIHETOTIOLY TOV AVOLELO-
HEVOV KOLVOVIKOV Ttpofinudtov. “H *Op-
00680&0¢ "Exkincia cvveyilovoa thv mo-
padootv 1iic *ExkAnciac 1dv tpidV wph-
1OV aldvev Bempel 10 KOVOVIKOV Tpo-
BAnpa odyl daveEaptnrov Tiic Bidoems Tob
nept Tpradoc §0ynatoc kai ToU puotn-
piov tfi¢ ‘Ekxkinoicc. "Obev déyetar O
TAVOG. GLYYPUQPEDS TNV €k TS Tpradoro-
yiag dia 1 "ExkAnoioloyiag popgonoin-
o 1fic kowvevioroyias. «'H Bimsig dn-
Aadn) Tod puotnpiov tiic *ExkAinciag kai
ovyl M pehétn tiic kowvwviae Gmetéhet
OV akpoywviaiov Aibov avontdifems Tiic
APIOTIAVIKTIC  KOWVmVIKTiC TpoPAnuato-
royiac. “H avtibetoc @opd, M Ekkinoto-
royio €k Tfi¢ kowvmvioloyiug, vmiipEev
dyvootog &v 1f) dpyaic "ExkAncio» (.
178).

TIpokettal mepi pidc GLAOTILOL TPOGTH-~
Oeiag 1| Omole &Eemiipwoe TOV GKOMOV
™me kai 1) 6moia dOvatal v ¥ pNoiuevon
M agetnpic 8 GAAag mapopoiag Epyu-
clag ottwg dote va te0ff N Pdoic dua
Vv avartoly ac xKowvevioloyiag tic
motpavTikiic Kol vo 8007 miéov 10 oOv-
Onua i TNV Gvainyiy i celplic pe-
AeTdV oyetikGy pé v Kowvevioroyiay
Tiic Opnokeiog eig TV xOpAvV pogc.
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