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Typical infestation of sarcoptic mange.
cation. Maggot sample kits are available at county Ex-
tension offices and from veterinarians. All wounds

should be promptly treated with an approved insec-
ticide and wound protectant.

The screwworm is only one of a large group of flies,
most of which are commonly referred to as blow flies.
The screwworm maggot is a true parasite that infests
only wounds of living, warm blooded animals. Some
maggots infesting wounds may be those of other blow
fly species which breed primarily in carcasses.

The female screwworm fly lays clusters of up to
250 eggs in fresh wounds. Freshly laid egg clusters
are white but change to a dull gray after about 12
hours as egg hatch approaches. The tiny, newly-
hatched maggots burrow into the wounded flesh of
the host animal and begin feeding. Wounds infested

Demodectic mange mite and infested hair follicle.

with screwworms have a distinctive, foul odor which
attracts other female screwworm flies seeking wounds
for egg laying. A characteristic bloody or brownish
discharge drains from the infested wound. Feeding
maggots are often covered by the fluid. Maggots feed
in closely packed groups, continually rasping and tear-
ing at living tissue. Large numbers of screwworms
feeding in a wound quickly develop a deep pocket in
the host animal. Often the maggots feed so deeply
they may not be easily recognized. Close observation
will reveal worms projecting near the surface of bloody
discharge.

Screwworm maggots normally mature in 5 to 6
days. When the feeding is complete, maggots drop
from the wound to the ground, pupate and develop
into adults (flies). Screwworms can kill a mature ani-
mal in 10 days or less, depending on the location of
the wound. It is important to treat screwworm cases
as quickly as they are detected.
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