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Learning Outcomes

Recognize the importance of critical thinking

 Understand the limitations of traditional 
checklist tools 

Identify strategies to help students evaluate 
information

Recall Brock Library’s online learning 
content addressing critical thinking
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Top 10 reasons you won’t believe 
fake news isn’t new

Ubiquity of media culture

Social media

Forms of media
Source: https://gph.is/2mtjtfB

https://gph.is/2mtjtfB
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Washington Post (March 26, 2018): A fake photo of 
Emma González went viral on the far right, where 
Parkland teens are villains

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-intersect/wp/2018/03/25/a-fake-photo-of-emma-gonzalez-went-viral-on-the-far-right-where-parkland-teens-are-villains/?utm_term=.842a4dcaa8dd
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-intersect/wp/2018/03/25/a-fake-photo-of-emma-gonzalez-went-viral-on-the-far-right-where-parkland-teens-are-villains/?utm_term=.842a4dcaa8dd
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-intersect/wp/2018/03/25/a-fake-photo-of-emma-gonzalez-went-viral-on-the-far-right-where-parkland-teens-are-villains/?utm_term=.842a4dcaa8dd
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Have you ever fallen for 
a fake news story? 





The checklist approach...

 “...promote[s] a mechanical and algorithmic 
way of evaluation that is at odds with the 
higher-level judgment and intuition that we 
presumably seek to cultivate as part of 
critical thinking.”

Meola, M. (2004). Chucking the checklist: A contextual approach to teaching 
undergraduates Web-site evaluation. portal: Libraries and the Academy, 
4(3), 331-344.

Checklist by Ainsley Wagoner 
from the Noun Project
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“Determining who’s behind 
information and whether it’s 
worthy of our trust is more 
complex than a true/false 
dichotomy.”

Mcgrew, S., Ortega, T., Breakstone, J., & Wineburg, S. (2017). The challenge that’s bigger than fake news: Civic 
reasoning in a social media environment. American Educator, (3), 4.
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Checklist 
approach

Impractical

Internal

Resists higher-level 
thinking

Not contextual
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The 
Information 
Literacy 
Framework

https://libguides.volstate.edu/instruction/infolit

https://libguides.volstate.edu/instruction/infolit
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Critical 
Thinking
Strategies
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Authority 
is
Constructed
and
Contextual  
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Motivations

Is the information meant to evoke an 
emotional response? 

Does it contribute to a particular 
worldview or ideology? 

Was it meant to discredit someone else? 
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Searching as Strategic Exploration
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Confirmation Bias

http://chainsawsuit.com/comic/2014/09/16/on-research/ 

http://chainsawsuit.com/comic/2014/09/16/on-research/
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Research As Inquiry

http://kidskunst.info/40/01535-alice-in-wonderland-disney-rabbit-hole.htm
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Lopez, N (2017) https://goo.gl/images/RBEBGK

https://goo.gl/images/RBEBGK
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Lateral Reading
Traditional evaluation methods focus on the source at hand 
which can lead you to more fake and biased information.

Instead 

Consult other sources and piece together information & 
commentary from across the web to get a better 
understanding of the site you’re investigating.

M. Caulfield (2017). 



What useful investigative 
technique have you used in your 
classes to help students 
evaluate news information?
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Investigative Techniques
➢ Site searches

➢ Account verification

➢ Page changes over time

➢ Identify original publication 

dates

➢ Look at # of shares & who’s 

sharing

➢ Look for cases of “astroturfing”

➢ Look up direct quotes

➢ Selective keyword searching
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Online Resources
Using online tools & Websites, such as:

➢ WHOIS
➢ Snopes
➢ Wayback Machine
➢ FactsCan
➢ Google Books



What other tools are you aware 
of that can help readers evaluate 
the information they find online?
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Critical thinking @ Brock

Digital & Media Literacy for 
Teacher Candidates

Online Fake News tutorial
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Digital and 
Media
Literacy 
Tutorial
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Why digital/media literacy?
Stanford study: 

“...students have a lot of trouble discerning the credibility of 
online information. For example, 82 percent of middle 
schoolers couldn’t distinguish between an ad labeled 
“sponsored content” and a real news story on a website.”

Snelling, J. (2017). What media literacy means in the age of alternative facts. International Society for Technology in 
Education (ISTE).

http://www.medialit.org/reading-room/what-media-literacy-means-age-alternative-facts
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Module examples
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Module examples
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Module examples
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Module examples
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What was most helpful?

 ...definitions of media, and digital literacy

...the information on how to think critically about sources and how to know the 
validity of what you are reading.

...the video clip that showed real interactions and teaching in the classroom. It was 
useful to see how the teacher went about media literacy in her classroom and the 
questions she asked students to check for their understanding...
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97% rated their knowledge of media 
literacy as average  or below average 
PRIOR to taking the tutorial.

71% rated their knowledge of media 
literacy as above average AFTER taking 
this tutorial
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Fake News 
Workshop

https://pixabay.com/en/people-man-reading-newspaper-2566677/

https://pixabay.com/en/people-man-reading-newspaper-2566677/






Washington Post (March 26, 2018): A fake photo of Emma González 
went viral on the far right, where Parkland teens are villains
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Successes
● Positive feedback
● Meeting an 

expressed need 
from faculty

● Being used in 
courses

https://pixabay.com/en/stick-people-high-five-teamwork-2324013/

https://pixabay.com/en/stick-people-high-five-teamwork-2324013/
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Future Directions
● Loss of content
● Ownership
● Currency
● Open access
● Making content 

appropriate for 
elementary/secondary 
students

https://pixabay.com/en/arrow-directory-signposts-direction-2085195/

https://pixabay.com/en/arrow-directory-signposts-direction-2085195/


http://bit.ly/FakeNewsOLA

Jennifer
jthiessen@brocku.ca

Colleen
cmackinnon@brocku.ca

Amanda
pembertona@hcdsb.org

Photo by Evan Dennis on Unsplash

mailto:jthiessen@brocku.ca
mailto:cmackinnon@brocku.ca
https://unsplash.com/photos/i--IN3cvEjg?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/questions?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


http://bit.ly/FakeNewsOLA

Select Resources
Caufield, M. (2017). Web Literacy for Student Fact-Checkers (https://webliteracy.pressbooks.com/)

Couros, A., & Hildebrandt, K. (2018). Developing Critical Literacies: What We Need to Know in a "Fake News" World. 
Retrieved January 01, 2019, from 
http://journal.canadianschoollibraries.ca/developing-critical-literacies-what-we-need-to-know-in-a-fake-news-world/

"Framework for Information Literacy for Higher Education", American Library Association, February 9, 
2015.http://www.ala.org/acrl/standards/ilframework (Accessed January 28, 2019) Document ID: 
b910a6c4-6c8a-0d44-7dbc-a5dcbd509e3f 

Horton, A. (2018). A fake photo of Emma González went viral on the far right, where
parkland teens are villains. The Washington Post. Retrieved from https://
www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-intersect/wp/2018/03/25/a-fake-photo-of-
emma-gonzalez-went-viral-on-the-far-right-where-parkland-teens-are-villains/?
utm_term=.7475a49ad763

https://webliteracy.pressbooks.com/
http://journal.canadianschoollibraries.ca/developing-critical-literacies-what-we-need-to-know-in-a-fake-news-world/
http://www.ala.org/acrl/standards/ilframework
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-intersect/wp/2018/03/25/a-fake-photo-of-emma-gonzalez-went-viral-on-the-far-right-where-parkland-teens-are-villains/?utm_term=.7475a49ad763
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-intersect/wp/2018/03/25/a-fake-photo-of-emma-gonzalez-went-viral-on-the-far-right-where-parkland-teens-are-villains/?utm_term=.7475a49ad763
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-intersect/wp/2018/03/25/a-fake-photo-of-emma-gonzalez-went-viral-on-the-far-right-where-parkland-teens-are-villains/?utm_term=.7475a49ad763
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-intersect/wp/2018/03/25/a-fake-photo-of-emma-gonzalez-went-viral-on-the-far-right-where-parkland-teens-are-villains/?utm_term=.7475a49ad763


http://bit.ly/FakeNewsOLA

Select Resources, cont’d
Mcgrew, S., Ortega, T., Breakstone, J., & Wineburg, S. (2017). The challenge that’s bigger than fake news: Civic reasoning 
in a social media environment. American Educator, (3), 4.

Meola, M. (2004). Chucking the checklist: A Contextual approach to teaching undergraduates web-site evaluation. Portal: 
Libraries and the Academy, 4(3), 331-344. doi:10.1353/pla.2004.0055

Snelling, J. (2017). What media literacy means in the age of alternative facts. International Society for Technology in 
Education (ISTE).

Warner, J. (2017, October 5). Teaching Without Learning: The Limits of Checklists | Inside Higher Ed. Retrieved from 
https://www.insidehighered.com/blogs/just-visiting/teaching-without-learning-limits-checklists 

Wineburg, Sam and McGrew, Sarah and Breakstone, Joel and Ortega, Teresa. (2016). Evaluating Information: The 
Cornerstone of Civic Online Reasoning. Stanford Digital Repository. Available at: http://purl.stanford.edu/fv751yt5934

http://www.medialit.org/reading-room/what-media-literacy-means-age-alternative-facts
https://www.insidehighered.com/blogs/just-visiting/teaching-without-learning-limits-checklists
http://purl.stanford.edu/fv751yt5934

