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The Significance of the Gurkha Offering Elephants to
Qing in 1792 and 1795

KOMATSUBARA Yuri

After the second Tibet-Gurkha war, in Qianlong 57 (1792) , the Gurkha kingdom offered a
tribute of elephants to Qing. Recent studies state that this is the only time that Gurkha
gifted elephants to Qing. Nevertheless, I found that in Qianlong 60 (1795) , they offered
elephants again. In this paper, I point out that Gurkha made tributes both in Qianlong 57
and 60, emphasizing the latter that had gone unnoticed until now, and I analyze the manner
and meaning of offering elephants.

In this study, I put forth the following three opinions. First, Gurkha's elephant tributes in
Qianlong 57 and 60 had special meanings. In China, the elephant has been regarded as a
lucky animal since ancient times. In the Qing period, elephants were not only common gifts
but also birthdays or coronations to emperors from Southeast Asian countries. These
elephants were kept at an imperial elephant farm (BI£57) in Peking (dtX) and took an
active part in imperial processions. At the end of the Qianlong period, Qing refused gifts of
elephants from Southeast Asian countries because the imperial elephant farm was
overpopulated at that time. However, Qing received gifts of elephants from Gurkha because
these offerings had a special meaning; in Qianlong 57, Gurkha surrendered to Qing in the
second Tibet-Gurkha war, and the tribute of elephants was a symbol of Qing’s victory. On
the other hand, the elephants that Gurkha gifted in Qianlong 60 were congratulatory gifts
for the coronation of Emperor Jiaqging (3B7) . These elephants were bound for Peking
via Tibet and were even shared with the Dalai Lama and the Panchen Lama. Second, Qing
did not accept elephants from Gurkha in Daoguang 2 (1822) , even though they kept only a
few at the imperial elephant farm at that time. After Qianlong 60, Qing informed Gurkha
that they no longer needed to offer elephants regularly. Nevertheless, Gurkha gifted them in
celebration of the coronation of Emperor Daoguang GEY7) . It seems that Qing did not
accept them because they were worried about the high cost incurred by sending elephants
went to Peking via Bhutan and Tibet. Third, the way of Gurkha’s tribute is different from
that of other countries. The way of offering tributes has changed throughout regions or
over eras, making it difficult to schematize.
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