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1. Preliminary considerations and relevance of the topic  

My Thesis is about the media representation of the Roma in Hungary. I’ve been interested in 
this theme, and I identify this topic as a problem in the academic discourse because I think 
that examining it may get us closer to understand the reasons why prejudice exists against the 
Roma and in the meantime I believe that through the results we may understand more about 
the society we live in and may find answers on how to make it more livable for all of us. 
 
My research period is from 2005-2015. The level of Anti-Gypsyism has not declined since the 
mid-nineties and xenophobia has increased in the Hungarian society during this time. The 
concept of gypsy-crime has explicitly become the part of the public discussion, thus making 
the anti-Roma discourse renewed. The means of racism against the Roma expanded. By the 
beginning of the 2000s an increasing number of extreme right-wing organizations have 
become visible and active in the Hungarian society. 
Studies that were made on the media representation of Roma since the mid-nineties in 
Hungary speak about the Roma as part of the Hungarian society. While from the results of 
these researches, it is obvious that the presence of the Roma in society cannot be described 
with this status, and this is what the above listed social changes confirm as well. This 
inconsistency and the prejudiced social environment against the Roma questions the 
effectiveness of the theories and methodology used for interpreting the social status of the 
Roma and generates the introduction of such research methods and theories which could help 
us refine the earlier results for understanding society and the media representation of the 
Roma. 
Therefore, I have approached the topic of my dissertation (the media representation of the 
Roma) from a new point of view, that is the interpretation of the stranger – linking it with 
such theories that have only recently appeared in the field of Roma studies: for example the 
postcolonial theory and the theory of modern racism. 
 
Before describing my research it is important to refer in a few words on my research position 
as well. It’s significant when the researcher is the part of their research so that in my case 
when as a researcher I try to talk about a subaltern group that I am a part of. In the beginning 
it took me some time to find out how to express my complex point of view that I developed 
during the years through science and research and from the knowledge that invisibly and 
imperceptibly directs my gaze and many times makes me put the emphasis elsewhere in 
comparison to the majority when interpreting a problem in society. 
 
Critical social theories, their interpretation of science and society that declares the complexity 
of understanding reality, became a determining way to me to see the relevance and credibility 
of my research position in relation to my dissertation topic. The findings of critical discourse 
analysis that I chose as a research method clarify and complement this. For those who apply 
critical discourse analysis in their work it is essential to reflect in a responsible way on their 
own roles in society. They identify themselves with the understanding that there is no neutral 
science, more specifically that science, the scientific discourse is inherently part of the social 
structure – it is under its influence, and above all created through social interactions. They 
believe that these relations should be studied, and the obtained results should be part of 
science (van Dijk 2001: 352-353).  
In summary and consequently: my Thesis, regarding to my research position, is an experiment 
and in the meantime an unconventional writing as well in the Hungarian academic scene 
which gets its validation by the applied main theories as part of the knowledge production. 



3 
 

Based on this, researching my own group, especially researching my own subaltern group 
(and as a Roma researching the media representation of the Roma) is validated and interpreted 
in the academic field through the term of academic receptivity which is necessary for 
exploring social inequalities and authority systems. 

2. Methods 

In my thesis a variety of research methods were used. 
First, I reviewed the relevant theories for the discussion of my topic and defined the social 
status of the Roma, or in other terms identified the Stranger as a relationship or as a system of 
relations with the social status of the Roma. 

Based on the post-colonial concept of the subaltern, the different scholarly interpretations of 
the Stranger, and on the theory of modern racism I identified the position of the Roma in the 
Hungarian society with the position of the excluded (subaltern) stranger (Simmel 2004, 
Schütz 2000, Derrida 1997, 2004, Heller 1997, Szabó Márton 2006, Spivak 1996, Said 1978, 
Said-Burgmer 2002, Fanon 2002, Fiske 2004, Allport 1999, McConahay 1986, Sears 1988, 
2002). 

Regarding this I summarized the main features of the theory of modern racism and through 
various case reports I showed examples for its several different forms. I pointed out the 
existence of the modern racism in the Hungarian society through summarizing the results of 
researches made on Anti-Gypsyism and xenophobia in Hungary (Bernáth-Krekó 2012, 
TÁRKI 1992-2015) and by overviewing the results of researches made on Roma identity 
(Csepeli 1998a, Csepeli 1998b, Csepeli-Fábián-Sík 1998, Csepeli-Örkény-Székely 1999, 
Csepeli 2001, Csepeli 2008). The case studies I made serve also as examples of the 
phenomenon of modern racism and they confirm its manifestation in the Hungarian society.  
 
In addition I summarized those researches that were made on the media representation of the 
Roma in Hungary since the nineties and are relevant to my thesis (Vicsek 1995, Bernáth-
Messing 1998, 2001a, 2001b, 2012, Bernáth 2003, Munk-Morvay-Szabó 2012, Munk 2013b). 
I interpreted their results and methods through the main theoretical concept of my Thesis – 
the Stranger. In this aspect, one of the key conclusions is that these studies speak about Roma 
as they were part of the society, though their results do not reflect this. This shows that there 
is a need to change the researcher’s perspective in order to show more accurately what is in 
the background of the prejudiced Roma images.  
 
I made case studies in the aspect of the complex theoretical concept that I worked out – they 
are also connected to the above described surveys and researches. My research approach is 
basically determined by the critical discourse analysis which main objective is to reconstruct 
the invisible, hidden, not directly accessible meanings of the texts (media texts). Critical 
discourse analysis examines the power, the abuses of power, and the inequalities in society - 
how they are reproduced, and what are the resistance strategies that are developed against 
them in the texts and speeches of the social and political scene (van Dijk 2001: 352). The 
basic trend of the analysis is to unmask the oppressive and exclusionary speech (of those who 
obtain the power). So it is obvious that applying critical discourse analysis presumes 
researchers with specific opinion about social policy. In general their ambition is to make a 
positive change about the specific phenomenon or the society they studied by communicating 
the results of their examination. 
This research method is closely related to the theories used to interpret my topic. 
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The research period of my dissertation is from 2005 to 2015. The main focus of my research 
was the role of the media in connection with the Roma in Hungary. I examined this question 
by identifying the topics and the ways how the media interpreted the chosen cases and within 
the characters. I examined the Hungarian mainstream media (left and right winged, print, 
online, public, commercial and social media) and besides I also examined the discourses of 
the Roma-themed media as well. 

So, on the one hand, the analysis shows how the mainstream media is talking about the Roma, 
what are the meanings they identify the Roma with, while in the meantime through the Roma-
themed media, we can also see a picture about the Roma self-representation and self-
interpretation. For the case studies I also made interviews, in one of the cases I used the 
participant observation research method too (at the case of the Hungarian Gypsy Party – 
MCP) – and described in details the relevant findings. I examined the following cases – the 
results are summarized briefly in my Thesis in separate case-studies: 

 
• The ’Mortimer-case’ (200ő) - media analysis about the case by examining: index.hu, 

romnet.hu and Népszabadság Online. This case study is a specific example of the 
phenomenon of modern racism.  
 

• Pesty László: Cigány magyar együttélés/The Gypsy-Hungarian coexistence, 
documentary film (2012). Analysis of the film and through this the identity 
construction of the Hungarian Public media (m1). This case study is an experiment of 
applying critical whiteness theory as a method on interpreting the prejudiced 
representation of the Roma – through this I examine (detect, identify and unmask) the 
invisible signifier, according to what the Roma are shown, represented in the media.  
 

• The Hungarian Gypsy Party - MCP (2014). I examined the media representation of the 
party during the campaign period. The media I analyzed: index.hu, mandiner.hu. This 
research is also focusing on the political representation of the Roma, and through this 
interprets the self-representation – the talking back phenomenon (Hancock 2010) in 
the Hungarian Roma self-representation. 
 

• Roma News Production (2014-2015) I examined the media representation of this 
youtube group in the social media scene through the videos they made. In this case 
study I identify the possible ways of the talking back in the social media scene.  

3. Main Results 

3.1 Hypotheses 

The research period of my dissertation is from 2005 to 2015. During this time, despite the 
official and international socio-political initiatives, the intensity of prejudiced, racist acts 
against the Roma in Hungary have increased compared to the nineties (e.g. racist Roma 
killings, the legitimate presence of the far-right groups). This makes this specified period of 
time relevant to research. 
In accordance with the outlined theoretical and research concepts I define the next hypotheses 
of my doctoral thesis: 
The media representation of the Roma strengthens the prejudice and racism against them in a 
way that this way of representation redefines the Stranger, or in other words puts and keeps 
the Roma in the position of the Stranger.  In spite of those national and international social 
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initiatives which had been targeted to socially strengthening the Roma in Hungary and in 
Europe, this way of media representation didn’t change.  
Based on the media representation theory (Hall 1997, 1980) and on the theory of critical 
discourse analysis (van Dijk 2001), and within on the interpretations of these theories on 
signification, power, knowledge and media, it can be stated that the media affects the 
recipient/the audience, so the social status of the Roma is strongly influenced by the picture 
that the media makes of them, while as a result, through the media representation of the Roma 
the media shapes the whole society as well. 
As a consequence of this, completing my main hypothesis, I define a second hypothesis: By 
examining the media representation of the Roma we can get a picture about the phenomenon 
of the modern racism in Hungary and about how it affects the Roma in the society.  
My third hypothesis is that according to all this we can get a picture about those cultural, 
political and civic initiatives that have been present for several decades in the society and 
which we call collectively as the Roma civil rights movement. 
 

3.2 Summary of the Thesis 

In my thesis through the lenses of Cultural studies, Postcolonialism and Theory of Modern 
Racism, by the social interpretation of the Stranger, with the method of the Critical Discourse 
Analysis I intended to show that the position of the Roma in the Hungarian society is the 
outsider position of the stranger – which is continuously strengthened by the media 
representation. 
I worked out the concept of the Stranger through different disciplinary aspects (Simmel 2004, 
Schütz 2000, Derrida 1991, 2004, Bókay 2006, Heller 1997, Szabó Márton 2006) which 
interpret the stranger from different perspectives: positioned physically and mentally 
according to the group, and interpreted as a system of relations. The concept of the subaltern, 
the other, the otherness is interpreted by postcolonialism (Said 1978, Spivak 1996, Fanon 
2002, Derrida 1997). 
In my paper I describe the subaltern nature of the stranger and identify this position as the 
position of the Roma by the results of analyses that measures the level of Ant-Gypsyism and 
xenophobia of the Hungarian society (Bernáth-Krekó 2012, TÁRKI 1992-2015).  For the 
Stranger the conditions to become the part of a group are never equal, the relation of the 
Stranger to the dominant group is never balanced. The difference-oriented social structures 
(the age of the difference) and due to this the fundamentalist identity formation results in 
hostile and asymmetric relations between the social groups. Thus the political community as a 
result is also characterized by the dichotomy of the dominant and the subaltern, which can be 
perceived in the level of reactions as well (modern racism). In this type of binary relation the 
subaltern is associated with the concept of danger by the dominant group. As a result of this 
the position of the dangerous Stranger is the position of the excluded Stranger – which is the 
Roma position. 
All this is supported by studies that had been made since the middle of the nineties about the 
media image of the Roma (Vicsek 1995, Bernáth-Messing 1998, 2201a, 2001b, 2012, Bernáth 
2003, Munk-Morvay-Szabó 2012, Munk 2013b). Interpreting their results in the relation of 
the stranger, it can be well seen that that they start their research as interpreting the position of 
the Roma as a part of the society while from the results of their researches and from their 
conclusions it is obvious that the position of the Roma is not within the society.  
This contradiction questions the effectiveness of the methodologies and theories that are used 
for the interpretation, and promotes the introduction and the use of such research methods and 
theories which can refine these research results. An example for that is the critical discourse 
analysis (van Dijk 2001) and its interpretation of society that I have used in my research, and 
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which is closely linked to the other theories that I apply in my dissertation. Critical discourse 
analysis examines the hidden contents of media texts in order to reveal social inequalities. 
 
Deconstruction leads to the solution of the problem, and as another layer also interprets and 
shows the social mechanism of the solution as well. The critical discourse analysis is closely 
related to deconstruction and so is the theory of media representation (Stuart Hall 1997, 1980) 
– it understands deconstruction as an answer for the prejudiced media representation practice. 
Through deconstruction these practices can be resolved, and more concretely the social status, 
the outsider, stranger position of the Roma can be changed as well.  
 Deconstruction identifies the dominant-subaltern relation and interprets it further on: Since 
the subject is continuously constructed the established power structures can be destroyed 
(Derrida 1991, Bókay 2006) – the face of the invisible signifier may become visible, the 
visible stranger may choose (construct) its own face (image).  This theory is reflected in the 
critical whiteness studies, which as a theory and as a researching method examines the 
dominant (white) gaze, its mechanisms, and as a result of this process the phenomenon of 
talking back can be achieved (deconstruction). All this is confirmed by the case studies which 
I made on the basis of the of those theoretical concepts that I summarized in this section 
 

3.3 Conclusions 

According to the theoretical concept of the dissertation (the interpretations of the Stranger) it 
appears that in the researched period media emphasized the distance when talking about the 
Roma, even in those representations that were intended to be positive. Thus the media 
strengthened the concept of not belonging to the society about the Roma.  
First this is justified by those researches that were made so far about the media representation 
of the Roma, and is also supported by the contradiction between their approach to the problem 
and their results – which shows the need for the introduction of new theories and research 
methods to the researches about the media representation of the Roma.  
Secondly this is proved by the data measured in relation to the level of Anti-Gypsyism and 
xenophobia in the Hungarian society. According to that it can be stated that the Hungarian 
society is a closed and rejecting society (only 13% of the Hungarian society showed 
acceptance towards the Roma in 2011, and the level of xenophobia increased during my 
research period and by 2015 it reached the highest level so far: 46%.) (Bernáth-Krekó 2012, 
TÁRKI 1992-2015). 
Finally, it is also reflected in the results of the case studies made by me: the biased 
representation practice of the media puts the Roma in the position of the subaltern, and in the 
position of the Stranger. But the unbalanced media scene is not to only due to this, but also is 
the result of the invisibility of the signifier which in spite of its invisibility stays always 
dominant and defining. Thus according to the social relations the “Hungarians” are positioned 
in the signifier, dominant position and are constructed as an excluding ideology.  
The missing image of the culturally diverse majority makes it impossible to create 
unprejudiced Roma representation. Also, the case studies show that the social media space 
can be an effective platform for deconstructing the prejudices against the Roma. 
Gradually, my assumption has been proved: identifying the social status of the Roma with the 
position of the Stranger proves to be a relevant concept.  
 
In addition, based on the results of the case studies and on the analyzed media scene and thus 
the Roma image accordingly that I worked out in my dissertation, conclusions can be drawn 
about the Roma civic initiatives as well. The Hungarian Gypsy Party (MCP) that I basically 
identified as a form of political self-representation and thus as a political talking back 
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(Hancock 2010) and the Roma news production group which uses the advantages of the late-
modern media space and realizes the talking back through it, show that the traditional political 
means of talking back – self-representation are no longer or has never been sufficient or 
adequate enough.  
The recent changes in the media scene, the more and more popular community sites, the 
redistribution of the Hungarian media structure, and thus the changes in the use of the media 
are showing that talking back/self-representation can be more effective in the online media 
scene. Within, it is the social media and the use of new media genres which provide new ways 
of (self)expression, and new ways of self-organization, and definitely opens new dimensions 
to the Roma representation, and thus to a change in the position of the Roma in society. 
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