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A detailed study of the lava-pyroclastic sequence exposed in the walls of the Opasny (“Dangerous”) Canyon at the
western slope of the Mutnovsky volcano (Southern Kamchatka, Russia) has allowed us to identify four pumice
and ten welded tuff units. Only some fragments of the canyon walls have been studied earlier (e.g., Seligman et
al., 2014) because even in summer they were partly covered by snowpacks. In recent years, most of the snowpacks
have melted, which made it possible to carry out continuous tracing of rocks horizons exposed in the >70 m high
canyon walls. During our field investigations, we managed to describe and correlate the sections of the upper,
middle and lower parts of the canyon and to compile a summary section of major pyroclastic units. High-precision
electron microprobe and laser-ablation inductively coupled plasma mass spectrometry (LA-ICP-MS) analyses of
pumice and welded tuffs have allowed us to identify all of them as the products of the Gorely caldera complex,
which neighbors Mutnovsky volcano from the northwest. Modern intra-caldera Gorely edifice is a shield volcano
however, our findings highlight the importance of this eruptive center as a source of powerful middle-late
Pleistocene explosive eruptions. Geochemical correlation of pyroclastic horizons with distal tephra layers found
in the North Pacific sediment cores allowed us to determine the ages of the eruptions based on age models for the
cores (Rea et al., 1993, 1995). The oldest pumice tuff exposed at the bottom of the Opasny Canyon was emplaced
∼350 ka BP, which is consistent with the 361±8 ka Ar-Ar date obtained on the welded tuff north of the Gorely
caldera (Bindeman et al., 2010). Two upper pumice horizons were erupted 160-180 and ∼30 ka BP in agreement
with their stratigraphic position above welded tuffs Ar-Ar dated at 227-332 ka (Seligman et al., 2014).
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