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Abstract

In the present study, the trophic structure for some species of the coastal ecosystem of
south of the Qeshm Island was developed using the mass balance modeling software
Ecopath (Version 6.5.1). In this model, 33 functional groups including fish, benthos,
phytoplankton, zooplankton, seaweed and detritus were simulated. In total, 3757 samples of
stomach contents were analyzed based on the weight and numerical methods. Bony fish
and crustacean were found to be the main prey in most of the stomach contents. The mean
trophic level in the study area was calculated to be 3.08. The lowest trophic level was
belonged to Liza klunzingeri, (2.50) and the highest belong to Trichiurus lepturus (4.45).
The range of total mortality varied from 1.11 per year for T. Lepturus to 3.55 per year for
Sillago sihama. The lowest and highest Consumption/Biomass value was belonged to
Trichiurus lepturus (2.94) and Rastrelliger kanagurta (11.60) respectively. In this study,
the role of ecological groups in the food web was determined using Keystone Index. The
results showed that benthos and subsequently phytoplankton and zooplankton are among
the dominant ecological groups in the southern ecosystem of Qeshm Island. The
Connectance Index and the System Omnivory Index of this ecosystem were estimated to be
0.14 and 0.15 respectively. Population dynamics studies especially the exploitation rate (E)
showed that Pomadasys kaakan, Rastrelliger kanagurta and Sillago sihama are under
fishing pressure. Overall, the indices of ecological relationships with the population
dynamics parameters showed that the exploitation of the fisheries resources in the study
area is not in a good condition. The results of Ecosim model using time series of mean
biomass from 2004-2016, showed a decrease in the biomass of Nemipterus japonicus,
Otolithes ruber and Rastrelliger kanagurta. In general, the results of this study showed that
the current fish harvest on the population of camivorous species is very high which in long
term could decrease the number of fish recruitment and consequently the capacity and
sustainability of Qeshm Island fishing. Moreover, the high exploitation of fishing resources
in this area could have negative effect on top-down food web and gradually reduce the top
predator species, and eventually resulted in changing the trophic level of the species and
reduction of the top of the food web species, which could be resulted in damaging of the

ecological balance and endangering long-term sustainable utilization.

Keywords: Population dynamics, Trophic levels, Food web, Keystone Index, Connectance
Index, Ecopath with Ecosim, Persian Gulf.
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Ibsala J 1T g w55 5l p Excel 2010 waliy -

el lay] glaz Uil Foy
sl iy 35 8B Sy et e n cpr o Tl gy it £l el asld YVOV gpasa ,a
gl ailieyty alnlag] W mlsi el elb ey gy e g VYRS alab dal B VY0
alfosilail o Lealpal sdma bytea Jlalld 1 iy o maw adid JE 0 lac glioy o
by ple o A ale J5 ple g rapn il salimal bomd ) pleil () g 27 sl
el b pela gl e D) o gma Jaley (F g el Jb e gl 2w e all i | zaa
wbytea bosdna iy it 2Ty o T ajlodl e 5 e gt il S mda b () Gy
UL R S ) CH | S STORE T i -7 R R A Ul PR R L S B ) " U TRERE S Qe Lk
§ ey ¥l mblyims g diodd 22T deoga Ve JE g deojo o dlad bosowa cligima
cqr (Berg, 1979) sind alald y silalis onFoy See g opd jlacdial b adne aySoy 5oa
JhBaw y Grethe .(VA4Y) - L15ae y Carpenter Jali pima alald glea 15 ] lbaasds  oLald
doi salimal (V-2 4 YAAQ) Al-Yamani .(\YA+)  Balo (Y-+ Q) ), BEas y Al-kandari () 945)
Dhyma g o B odoe aleld pa (Hyslop, 1980) sisd =3 iy 0 oiylasi w4y
o gt lels adea Slipea | iRy ap Syl 5 tele oty azpe lalph 4 bsdea
dempa pfenla fylad g Apan glelad G125 p bl @ puyp jl g ald oy osiogy

...'l.i..'n.l..'l_lf dTmlL?lL-u Bl L#Lwl_n:.l l\:lla_\."‘"_?lr_-u
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T - LI I L A e e e L
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abaly glaib g gl lfaa ma Sl o gyl Lo es iy W alaly ol o
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A cp el o e sddlF 0 o, L Jod 8 g zall Sallh (Cadima, 2003)
R S 1 RN LA J POY WP M IS I R RV SO SO | R o0
(Bertalanffy, 1938) Zuul 2off 5, bEa (L Laal o) X o ot 400w (W Legl a) y e
STRURETRTIN . SN PRSP FRUAR g YT AP e B [ B gy K ERpE g
pi il s alys pean () e ga AL ) gy i el ed e Y e
b yloda ot ya ol (L iy a0 il Sle ppe Gl 1 akady S e ] gl
e in ek abuly Jpad g e bpad o8 Ledl jlag ey F Y aoc [l L] e
Saw = L b e King, 1996) el gt ) (oo By s oy g ialyF ¥ i L hT
gty aF )55 ], )] King, 1996) Ln) ot oo B1L (Le Cern, 1951) oy, 1] alayl,
gyl o Y- alal,
LyLogW=Lna+blnL Y-V alal,
Ln W =Lna+b(Ln Fl)
waps Lna Ao ple e le w8 L Ly ol ) I51 In W 558 alal,
el mah agh ] iy Sla® rlecly t b sagdoea agpa 0 el e laF o 3b gy moa e 50
Sparre ) wal ¥ owy S ol plp b lade S ey pl iy o e el pl Seal iy e ased]
dod LY oaoe b jlo —=a SNeF] L (Pauly, 1984b) dyili t 5, Lal ‘;‘}.qj.l #1.(and Venema, 1998
phia wy (Biswas, 1993) soali o 'worila pild | ) 5ny ek el S5 ytay al a8, wiles
(Pauly, 1984b) s salittal Y=Y alal, jld s ] -l Lo
t =[(s.dx) / (s.dy)] * [(1b-31) / (¥(1-r))] * [¥(n-2)] Yo ala,
ke a8 s Gl s dy o A s (ke abe ot 18] Lra bl pedl s.dX ety ol o

Al -L:_’..q.: ﬁunjhﬁiﬂjﬁarz.lﬁ- l\=-\=-\.-\..|b .u_u

((K) iy 720 3 (L) I:A.II.Q_IGI J_gl-:l) ki y ‘ELﬁ_;.l-ﬂ_,Ll doa L Y-0-Y
IR PE N = ‘;I] wd S ok agdoeall jpboows K da o gga e FE S Lels w8 el e Ly

oo dayra gple wy sy o ad l bgladl ety Ly Faa L wa (Ingles & Pauly, 1984)

Isometric '
* Cube Law
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ol aoes g lag b asd I8 | ) slesiia e o) B0l ) paloe o8 3 pe oty
(Gulland, 1991) .= |Lwa

vl 5zl (alad o i b il k) 2l gl iy S s b 4 K
et gria |yl bl gy lag g 00h sopF g de pie g lptal 45 | Ly j1 (Gulland, 1991) aide ¥
kojzally o a)F b elF sl apad e bl cal w ela iy g0d Dles |y kT e
Was Ll ety wlj 15 Jahe S5 2o g (Pauly, 1984a) il ojplya; 8 Jalys ao aly
(Ingles & dali o i A7 el ] ) 8 6y, —an jl.(Pauly, 1980) wubi, .o 4l 8l e 51
Pauly, 1984).

(Sparre & Venema, 1998) ag.i o wzaf i antby o8 elsdl pzal,L kowy wzii® ool gl
(Cushing, 1981) wily fuas My ole oy Fya gyl p o Simca K gale j1 o man

waa @ sadial Jhay Jyb ey gl Loyl o asT

N il gy g o gle el bl -

S alma |y Lyl glepl By gy gla o K Lol bl gz Pey og b il wali

g dipeia bl ol loeda ey ol o o salimal 3l Ay, il el sl el sl sl
Cfila Sy bl e Y e il 3 2y e e Layad g Lael] el e ol
SO ¥ PRy RS RPORE IR TN SO N KT PR RS- il L) PR R P g

iy e gode y aded g g wld gy mt 5 g KL

o3 loda K1y sulad _aagF -
il walisal o dka 0 elarFl aF ol B gade add g mma @l BAL T mmta o Sl ] et
denl cpms R gads jlada o8 Coal dlaj Uy K) iy gle pal)l cdse o 5 ol Al G
Rn =10 ESP/ASP/ 10

| Lz g L3 Gy asma ESP g Lewl? gyama ASP  gad alal, ,a

() grign pisy 5l ogas] Y-4-¥
Som o el hy a ] L g gy lmla o dy e gl ezl L (F) gl

kK g Bl mas Joale 1 glh (loda | plal -yl g (Munro and Pauly, 1983) &5 _a 5y g 2N,
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s el o malyilFem o g adgBan Ll ol g il o s g W b alyd o pin i T YY
wodaai by clak salyly S b sy o g gl e S g any T L ] ama
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wi Ll il i odiima Glal g le Sao b bl il Ceaa Wa e il Lo ag (k) 20
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s e Q) algdg Jpbe b oopF pdeig Jpa 8 p5oa [ A3ma alal foan g (1983
Jn.-\.-\.l}T .."..-\:JL,'_«I aala UL\L:'@' alad Iﬂ JJJJ‘}J =g JIJ ..'A.i..'q:-uu fad g2 JIJ I_I ﬂ..'q.-u] o Wy _II..'A.E.-u 1 dala
.:..'._,FII-: dfwl.?-m \°—Y‘ .dﬂ'-'l.l
P'=LogK+2Log L, F-Y wlal,
rolF el iy X g sabilF S glp B alia 45 ddagad 415 (VAAY) Munro 4 Pauly
ll.ll_ll EJ_I:: oima mdL ;'.“7! ||.'I.|é _||_|!l AT -\_ﬂl Jl Ellj' ] AT-\.-JL?-L-u _||..'-.E.-u i_?:JlJ‘I- Al _||..'|_|_’.5-_|!
KL  oupiza sdail, Len) alyd o sk #53] =5 <247 L (Sparre and Venema, 1998) wual acd
ju (Pauly and Munro, 1984 ) il =ulf Lo (& L5 sleaiy® glp g pips g o gl ol ol
.II-\_.II."'_-\_-F“’ -] Ilu-L?lL“ I\:ILE=EJLT .ELM] IJ (Lw_q K) a..'-.-:] o Wy ..'l.-\.:l_l .\SLI:J""_ql_ll.Jr ‘.-\_ll.a.ﬂ J.’.l:.l_d y I\L.ll.q'.i

.(Pauly and Munro, 1984 ) ay.ai saliz.ly iya pa e 53 )l

PUTE TR ST & A f-6-¥
Al e o aal 3l glm LAy e B SE LG s e gle Sl
wdale cuymags s owoy e Loy dod cea¥ el bl dalh Jald Leppes B cul oies s
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b a¥ e gy Jlyon - ke Ay L FISAT L 1 8e d jl aalial b J57 e g o
Jpa il oy slezalil gy a=ta s Lbad w - (Gayanilo and Pauly, 1997) &b w_ulsea
pa B dalema
t=to—1/KLn[1-(L/Lam)]

T LI I B T R L R TR T
] T SV PR e ] PY U EPRECAWY I kY T g
Lo (f/dt)=a -Z
Al UE e 8 f
oilaj EF] dt
o L)

M) ok o g 8 0 Y-F-0-Y
i B I L e T e e e INE L L S
(Sparre and Venema, 1998 ) wzb| a gl Wl - g Fea )5 5y pmd AT 05l
Al 28 el O alaly) Iyl 25 e ke ooy ol gl 5505l o
ol azpa (Rila oZalgd g e 00y 4 Lo egea an pa Byl adimal LVAAS L s
gt w b dilma glla ol dibma gleady® o b oy e (o o) ol el
(Pauly, 1980 ) ol + /YFF alal, rul jo ndo pa g oFpa Lra il =il o) a
LogM= «/-+#%—+/YVYA Log Lest + /- #0fY Log K+ «/f#Y¥f Log T O-Y aladl,
S el Loty # JK bl ol ey e a Mo glan Tl T oabal) cal o
R P IO I PEESPII [ ORI + PRI - TN PO 1) PR T e 1 EPI RO PR rion] P

UPRCRL N U S0 S | 0 LS I PRSP PN [ECANROTINT| P RO 9 R pR SR ST

F) I\Eﬂ-l_:\..cl_.-,..‘-\.-:u 3 lj_;.-:- Y-f-6-Y
Sparre ) api pa dzalma J5 jza g Fpajl pade pa n oK e Lyad 8l gl ey o
.(and Venema, 1998
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(E) gyl ezi0,0 v i f-f-0-¥
(Pauly, 1980) tul o wa wy )3 g o ja g gube oy I i o5l pe g
PRI JRPICT I APORTIIRSY (AN PR IR DR K- PR SO [ PN | EN PR S I LAY
oty FE> /0 sl oo 120 cog e Fhwmil s F=Madl ply ek jcay T bosal

(Pauly, 1980 ) =l E < +/0 &l ¥ gle o5& 1 gy lape g Fly ags

vtz 0300 oLl ey g g3y ey ST

apa iy gy eigled ey 88 al o g pagpe sleedyt glussm gl
(Hyslop, 1980) w=d & || & sali..l

T P PR B 2
. | iy . . A . a
l\_lil e | ‘_,_IJE.I sl aa l\_ll.ﬂ._?-uu 19 A #I..‘u: Iby_!‘ ‘_'_I-ILI.-\.-\.I ‘_l.l-\.-\.ll 1 ¢-\.-\J.ll.-m_-\.-u w1

.(Hylep, 1980) ..'l.l..'l; O] _,m ,F_"_Jl_q I\_.||:|_'T'|.ﬂ.-\'.|_1 [REE RN I\;L‘T— I\_.||:|.'T-|.ﬂ.-\'.| |!_|:I_|-|

(VD) sk el oL V) -5
Euzen, 1987, Chrisafi et ) s ca fLaily g5l g3 0 jl mass Tadma jop 5 aFL3
i alima #-Y alal, 1 _aF LA -ul @l 2007
VI= (ES / TS) x 100 oY alayl,
aypa glesdna aloa TS' y 5 glestns dom ES' wima ap 5 _aFLa VI alal, ful o
weili Foog Yo oo VI Flib o e dad ogpe gl il Yoy o o VI s s wallla,

J.rl ...'|.||..'| l}n.w}v_q -l.l.:AJu_ JH Jdga .‘5..5] u.'n.n.-\..lli?‘ 1 ' I\_F___l\ll _Iﬂ Al _u.j'# I""__n_: JE.:L'III,.J ,‘5..5]

' Numerical Method
. " Vacuity Index
Empty Stomach

' Total Stomach
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.(Euzen, 1987) el J_’j'lq.'s- _|J|:'|.i dyga .\5_.!] L |

(FP) i £ gi  wilgl s o5l Y-V -5-¥
b)) aa®d o glacac A8 a8 el laea o sarls ply soisasLed Bl gyl g aF LA
AFLA ol (Buzen, 1987; Chrisafi et al.,, 2007) oLy Ll jo Mad y o3, Ll wasls - Jy o
g o Al Y-V alaly
FP = (NSJ/NS) x 100 V-Y alal,
decs NS g (lad apga (55 gl lo gleadns aloss NST (b gyd Jhlg o5 LAFP cadal) -ul o
warl w2al 0. 1 zen aFla gl jleda (BT .Hyslop, 1980) el (Bi gl glesdea )5
Oypa a0 8 1ol aaale oF Simo o i V0 g Ve o padie el sl gl sonh somlia
R . T A KT IEY CRUR- PR IR S-S B Y R I+ PR [P R

(WI) iy iy Y-5-Y

i) o ask sy des o s g oapd e T ejlall el G100 e s iy ey 0
A=Y alaal) o oy Syt ok 5L el e sdea
WI = (Wi/Wi) x 100 A-Y alal,

(Hyslop, 1980) &uuli manks iy Wi alafy /ol

ool oy g glagds Jua V-Y
SR RNy L IRNRPRN | W A M g W P PR Y Y B I L IV PR - B B CPRCE g LA
Christensen ) &5 gjlud = a |, Jlalc  gleag & -y edandosg cllala)l g sogad  seasa® 1) eaa
Jubg ey e o lailal o b F e ol g e salital b lenl Joa gl (and Walters, 2004

KOS RRY B G R ¥ P o IR A R K E PR S R Py V1 I PR

' Food Preference Index
" Gravimetric Method
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B x [Z < EEi = leE]mul:_Hmn ¥ wla,

ALE EEi towa o Lei ]y i) ey Feogg) iy o f 0 Bi, Bj gl ey X oy T Py alalea ol o

wd pas S (Q/B)) y 1oy (P eoydgj in oyt i (P/B); toma o pLid | ey Sagpl]

wiba o L ] alod ) ol dasde 25 lta doya DGoazealj Ll BG 5l aTis) s
wval allF o alga y sogTg) S e o wlaze (e 8 (2l ads) ala Ly 0 EXG

e caljl vzeal B, P/B, Q/B, EE Jali &5 w gl g g0 cogyy gleada gladss Joa o

ot Tl poayde g ca so) e ST EE LT g Sl pplea g oeadd aFla pal L Y1l ¥

L/ | CTTE I Y1 Lo I L pT e kP )

o il A-¥
gl 2y s o Zoasl lia el gle Foy gl sl bl

opr ot gleo] ppare g e o Jale e P gdoes (Lin etal., 2013) aod sola  oldd o33
Gy o el e gy ol o lele Yyana) lele Joli Leey 2 ol 850l i o7 ot
Lo yzal)ly plad om Lo,y oy Do esitlays 3 e g oSilyydj o lejpzy et & ey Ba ol g
Jor g celegagyy s m piln wollle o and gpylear sleeda adnd glailial La ol

UL L I R T W

gl 5l dle i glage gy 4-Y
) Jals glaa g, 8 1-4-¥

g GbiagFlas bl g gl gie & 45 2ils gpay ppetenj S el Lo sleadyt
Sy (R ) gy gl T ey lele glod el e B e S0
ajledl (ol L] ) abiz g o e o flar el gleey X g0 e & gl 0T o &

Sblad |y olod w50 Sl opa®  opd w mBy o o Syl o s B wadsT Sy e gleal) g L gyl

' Functional Group
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mdarle ol ok 4y ey p ooy gleady® CalaT | ol o (Pauly and Christensen, 2000) L, _a

UHURY .\5..'1__||5__-\_3.T _|i|"‘"‘" 1 diL_“ I\_,_J.-\.-\.ll In ‘;'-'I_-\.:III:-}! ,5|.|m3 _|.r_|..'| lhull JLI:

oi ol g) Ty Y-a-v

ol basd gyl 2olea fyy dowm (8 g0y Lo ala dy sagmieg oy osleads
ei s i (Tang et al, 2000) vaf, a aulma ¥ |17 o mhow dxly g ooe Hila lods
2lald daagta jl iyt 8 o iy (i bl ) aapF e JanT T i e i
- 55 can (Linetal, 2013) sl o e sy ool gi0d Jodds glf g iz L5 Far jl a3 a iy I
(V24Y) Pauly y Christensen sloviyss w28l sxeays  a,55 wdaly 5 | salial b e ,7o sag
C/M? oz yy iyl olyT o 3l o wyl sy y s G s da L o 08, e il
(Chen, 2004) cgi g dwbma (Za e g Ay Tpa Ras g
T gt ¥ laagT e oyl ol led BB al s ey g agpe Ll sTs) iy
3w ) s gl Emal et B gl b g S o a8 et TG pple DAL ERT daga
Y0 o) B
(P/B) vt i, gy by /vl g 12 y-4q-y

Joole a3 1(Allen, 1971) eal (Z) J7 jcay X pa g i Jalza (P/B) auggigj jn 4 oy =
il Lt g ) 02ly il goles pa g e g (Pauly, 1980) (M) nde pay o pax
Beverton and ) ag.i o dalea S Jpbo oy mledlel | Ll g doe ¥ e o Sy e
iy g oypa gledy® yle 3 sledlel bl g aslllas sl o3 (Holt, 1957

(Q/B) wegd g} o4y /1 jum Sood F-4-Y
ﬁ.JJ.’.:T- .\_,F'L-'-' '\.'F:Lu.l LN E i_ Iz I.hi.:’.r oma Jn.w’.l_ a5 el ‘:LL'A.II: .||..'A.E.-u '-;_I""ﬂ"’ JL'A.II: UIJ__q
dhdsalil oy pe A paa glad Saiald ] il ey o g 5 Segladl gy aF LDl md e

(Palomares and Pauly, 1989) tua ¥ a_ulma V « ¥ alaily jl o5 0, ¥ _a

Log Q/B =7.964 + 0.204 log We —1.965 T +0.083 Ar + 0.532 h +0.398 d Voot alayl,
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il ey F ol oy F e ke o el S el iy 50 We alaly ol
slaly yo Zalgd o e o )2 L iy g Jpde alaly jlaf Sl o b5 aip¥ Sl ela 7oy
rolled prla sdmaLid AT G wdal, o o mas (Sparre and Venema, 1992) aa ¥, _a 4l
o ally il h o] o e sl b2/ s bl g Ar) sl e e lpaba b paa by LeLgy ) oy el el
Al W F e ey Za b gl JllFelY o b (adh g pea ddl el e loas
Lol Shlpmmi sy Sl el o Sl ply S5 cptio pad o spab il e e by gl
Al (e
s oo ol gl 2 1 el b polfs wterd | ajzua 0 Q/B g P/B oF aleey sl
slg mal by ya gl pols aslllas o (Lin et al, 2004) ] o Zooss ay glms ool glipgs 2y
w1z sl slec] | «5 Mohamed (2005) slascily S my _Jy=iiily g g gluoy 2

o saldzal Gl esd alea

"(DC) i Ly 550  pufizila b-4-Y
bl gl fpats gl o el S Ll o gy g fage I ol
L aleady®  olid w85 uf bl | (Pauly and Christensen, 2000) ay, o 15 lgaya
Sipl eyt b pan y 05 et b ppeten) Sy ga |y lise 5L by sleaF
3 o gt g g ) abicl Amy 3 glid laFay gl b blsyl o ik elodbl
Palomares and Pauly, ) weal canl b (L ppea) abes pd gy albd o5 5 ooleilal
pasma Sl o w5 0 a2 Joe g gl e gleeaxle i deejo Sl sl o (1989
Llad oo ja o5 S8 gy o7 o Saila opd Sa b plp gt e sdse Syt iy Sy
ool o oty B abal by edd oy p gyl ies ol (Ul goao
lelol s agpa gleaiy ¥ stea by Ll poeyde g 8% ul o .(Zhang et al, 2010)
ol ol i oy g2 g oslbble glbetna 0 danks Jpoc 4y 45 byt _Fls i

hBas g Fauchald «(Y--Y) |,Zan y Hajisamae «(Y--#) - |,%ar y Grandcourt lawys adei

" Aspect Ratio
" Diet Composition
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«(Y---) Pitcher y Standford .(Y--0) _LlZax y Mohamed «(Y--#) Sabrah .(}4Y9)

OYAY) JjEam g w9l y (VAAY) Khalaf y Sirajul Islam «(Y V) Daskalov y Mackinson

TR =i

LT T e VoY
il W el oy 8 oy 00l i eaRT BE oy g0 a8 M ol pod oyl
sl oy 5 calton leay 51 gl e BE lica aba Fp gaw lplian Ty Lo )
Loy 5 e o e el Sl g g ol tag sl ) 1 @Yl sl e 4l
T e LRSI e I PR [ PR T FU T T
dipi o sl Joa gl paygy sleeda G lalel poe ety b atT 2 ad o

(Christensen and Walters, 2004)

R PRl R S R B R I o AT R B B R Y1 I e Rt Y PR P} £ BV SO [y
plmil yza g pa w wagigj iy v alid lide gy a2l and g el ly e jlachl Al
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