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VMD TO REVIEW GUIDANCE 
OVER MISUSE OF CASCADE
A VETERINARY Times investigation 
has found evidence of widespread 
violations of the cascade – suggesting 
a huge number of practices across the 
UK are routinely using cheaper human 
medicines for cost and convenience, 
rather than more expensive and 
available licensed veterinary products.

In  one case,  f igures  for three 
cost-cutting human medicine products 
indicate more than 3,000 suspected vio-
lations, involving almost 1,500 practices.

Both the VMD and NOAH have con-
firmed to Veterinary Times they are 
aware of the growing problem.

In a statement, the VMD said: “The 
VMD is seeing an increase in the number 
of reports of potential cascade misuse 
and questions around the use of the cas-
cade. This has caused us to review our 
guidance and advice in this area – we will 
be writing an article to remind vets of 
their responsibilities under the cascade.

“When prescribing medicines under the 
cascade, vets are doing so under their 
own clinical judgement and professional 
responsibility. Cost is not a factor that 
should be taken into consideration when 
deciding the best treatment option for a 
particular animal or condition presented.”

‘Signi� cant concern’
Donal Murphy, head of technical and 
regulatory affairs at NOAH, said: “I was 
aware this was an issue. We have heard 
through our membership some prac-
titioners are using human products or 
specials where there are licensed vet-
erinary medicinal products [available].

“I would think, over the past couple of 
years, we’ve had increased reports of 
this. I can’t quantify it for you in terms of 
how big an issue it is, but it’s a signi� cant 
concern – let’s put it that way.

“Basically, there is a concern that, 
in a number of therapeutic areas and 
in different species, there are human 
products or specials being used where 
there are licensed products available 
and there’s no good reason not to use 
the licensed product.

“In general terms, some of the areas 
we’ve heard of this occurring relate 
to products used for gastrointestinal 
problems, products used for some hor-
monal conditions and products used as 
antidotes for poisoning. They would be 
the main areas I would think. It seems 
primarily to be in the companion animal 
and horse sectors [of the profession], 
rather than farm animal.”

Mr Murphy stressed a vet’s � rst choice 
had to be a licensed veterinary medical 
product – where available and appropri-
ate – over human products for reasons 
of safety, ef� cacy and quality, as well 
as supporting the veterinary medicine 
industry in � nancing continued research 
and development into new drugs.

He stressed NOAH supported the 

cascade where appropriate, but added: 
“The VMD has set out in its guidance that 
cost and convenience are not reasons 
to use unauthorised products ahead of 
the authorised products under cascade.”

Enforcement ‘weak point’
The areas identi� ed by Mr Murphy � tted 
precisely with information and highly 
specific data supplied to Veterinary 
Times by a senior veterinary pharma-
ceutical industry insider, who initially 
got in touch to voice concern over 
mounting cascade violations.

Veterinary Times is aware of the 
source’s identity, position and ability to 
access accurate drug sales data through 
Kynetec global market research and 
other resources, and has agreed to their 
request for anonymity.

The source said: “The VMD enforcement 
team is aware of the potential scale of the 
issues, but there is a weak point in enforce-
ment in that both RCVS Practice Standards 
Scheme inspectors and VMD pharmacy 
inspectors are not confident/trained to 
challenge off-label usage.

“The enforcement team is actually 
working � at out on several issues, with 
very limited resources, and I see no way 
in which it can manage the situation 
– I was left with the impression it does 
understand what is happening.

“The VMD’s position seems to be that 
it would have to rely on the RCVS and 
the [RCVS Code of Professional Conduct 
for Veterinary Surgeons] to actually 
judge if an individual vet, on an individ-
ual occasion, has used a product against 

report by

David 
Woodmansey
davidwoodmansey
@vbd.co.uk
01733 383561

Woodmansey

Badger cull court bid fails
THE High Court has rejected an ecologist’s bid to declare the Government’s 

extended badger culls in England as “unlawful”.

Badger culls were introduced in 2011 in a bid to reduce the spread of bTB. 

Government guidance issued last year expanded the programme to new 

areas in England and allowed “supplementary culling”.

Tom Langton, an ecology consultant and member of the Badger Trust, 

asked the court to quash the Government’s policy and the licences issued 

under it by Natural England, arguing they were unlawful. His lawyers argued 

at a hearing in July that the guidance was a “signi� cant departure” from 

the previous policy, and a consultation before its introduction was � awed.

The case – brought against the secretary of state for environment, food 

and rural affairs, and Natural England – was dismissed by Mr Justice Cranston 

on 15 August.
The judge said the consultation was “in some respects unimpressive”, but 

added: “It does not meet the high threshold of being so clearly and radically 

wrong as to render it procedurally unfair and, thus, unlawful.”

Mr Justice Cranston said the environment secretary’s chief scienti� c advisor 

and the Government’s CVO supported the extended culling.

He added: ”Against this background, a policy of maintaining a reduced badger 

population through supplementary culling cannot be said to be irrational when 

coupled with the commitment to change tack as evidence became available.”
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the [Veterinary Medicines Regulations] 
– I suspect pressure is building on them 
to do more.”

The RCVS responded: “Regarding the 
role of the Practice Standards Scheme 
and its assessors in ensuring practices 
comply with the VMD regulations – all 
practices part of the scheme undergo 
rigorous assessment by our assessors 
for all modules in the scheme, including 
the speci� c medicines module.

“Practice Standards Scheme assessors, 
on visits, check medicines are used in 
accordance with the cascade. They also 
check for evidence any medicines that 
are not authorised veterinary medicines 
(POM-Vs) are clearly identified and 
explained to owners, who should also 
give informed consent for their use.

“The VMD and Practice Standards 
Scheme have a close working relation-
ship, including regular meetings and 
joint training sessions between [the 
VMD’s] inspectors and our assessors, 
to ensure consistency.”

The college continued: “The chapter 
of supporting guidance that gives 
advice on veterinary medicines, 
including the cascade, can be found at 
www.rcvs.org.uk/medicines

“Any members of the profession who 
need further advice and guidance, or 
who are concerned about the cascade 
not being adhered to, should contact 
the RCVS professional conduct team on 
advice@rcvs.org.uk or 020 7202 0789.”

It is understood the VMD – in collabo-
ration with the RCVS – is to release new 
guidance on the cascade in the autumn.

choices...
16  
Returning to 
practice: old 
dog, old tricks?

STAFF at The Minster Veterinary Practice in York have saved 

the life of an 11-year-old dog that swallowed a kebab stick.  

Curious canine Max was rushed to the practice’s 

Copmanthorpe branch after he ingested the wooden skewer 

at his owners’ home and started to vomit. He was transferred 

to Minster’s main hospital site in Salisbury Road, York, where 

a scan revealed the stick was still intact in his stomach.

Vet Kirsty Catterall said: “Our main concern was 

that the kebab stick had perforated his stomach, 

which would have been very serious.”

However, the skewer hadn’t caused 

any internal damage and Dr Catterall 

decided the best course of action was 

to surgically remove it.
The surgery was successful and 

Max is back home with his family.

Owner Katie Rushton said: “The 

kebab stick was on the kitchen bench 

and fell on to the fl oor. Before I could 

pick it up, Max had sniffed it out and 

swallowed it whole.”
She added she “could not thank the 

team enough” for helping Max.

Max recovering after stick-y situation
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Max with vet Kirsty Catterall (back left), owner 

Katie Rushton and her two-year-old daughter Chloe. 
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  FIREWORKS PACK: Ceva 
Animal Health has produced a 
new � reworks marketing and 
display pack to provide owners 
with information on how to 
help their pets during � reworks 
season. The pack includes 
display items, a social media 
tool kit and a lea� et written 
by leading dog behaviourist 
Gwen Bailey, and is supported 
by Blue Cross, Association of Pet 
Behaviour Counsellors, Wood 
Green, The Animals Charity, 
Puppy School, International Cat 
Care and Cats Protection. Free 
Adaptil and Feliway vouchers are 
available for pet owners already 
purchasing a product. For more 
details contact your Ceva Animal 
Health territory manager or 
telephone 01494 781510. 

  ART EXHIBITION: 
International Cat Care (ICC) and 
the Society of Feline Artists 
(SOFA) are to hold an exhibition 
of feline art. The Complete Cat 
will bring together 26 artists 
from SOFA and feature in excess 
of 120 artworks, including 
paintings, drawings and 3-D 
pieces. The event runs from 24 
November to 8 December at 
Rook Lane Gallery in Frome, 
Somerset. A launch party will 
take place on 23 November and 
a drawing workshop focusing 
on cats’ eyes will be held on 
24 November. All artworks are 
for sale and a quarter of the 
proceeds will be donated to the 
ICC. Full details are at: https://
icatcare.org/the-complete-cat

  COSMETICS ACT: Lawmakers 
in the US state of California have 
taken a stand against animal 
testing for cosmetics, after 
voting unanimously in favour 
of a ban. Senate Bill 1249, the 
California Cruelty-Free Cosmetics 
Act, has been approved in the 
State Assembly. The bill will 
make it illegal for cosmetic 
manufacturers to import or sell 
beauty products in California 
if the product was developed 
using any animal test on or after 
1 January 2020. 

  AWARDS: Ground-breaking 
research into cattle methane 
emissions and an innovative 
genetics evaluation service 
has earned Scotland’s Rural 
College (SRUC) two nominations 
at this year’s Times Higher 
Education Awards. SRUC 
has been shortlisted in the 
Research Project of the Year: 
STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths) and 
Technological Innovation of 
the Year categories at the 14th 
annual awards. 

Practices urged to raise staff 
well-being through exercise 
THE UK’s fastest vet believes 
practices throughout the UK 
should offer regular exercise 
breaks to help boost physical 
and mental well-being across 
the profession.

European 1,500m champion 
and newly quali	 ed vet Laura 
Muir has endorsed the idea of 
practices shutting up shop for a 
period of time daily or weekly 
to give veterinary profession-
als the opportunity to take 
some exercise. 

Well-being – both physical and 
mental – is a big issue in the 
profession, and having juggled 
veterinary studies with athletics 
training for many years, Dr Muir 
believes keeping active is vital 
to maintaining a healthy work-
life balance. 

She said: “I think people really 
underestimate the benefits 
exercise can bring. Studies have 
shown if you go for a run, you 
are so much more productive 
afterwards. It can relieve so 
many stresses and strains, and 
allows you the breathing space, 
and time to re� ect on problems 
and work things out. You feel 
so much clearer of mind after-
wards, too. 

“Being a vet can be a very 
stressful occupation and life can 

be unpredictable, with emer-
gencies coming through the 
door and so on – so the idea 
they could get involved with 
running or some other form of 
exercise is great. It is something 
that has helped me over the 
few years, and I think it would 
help a lot of vets if they were 
able to do that.”

To spread the word about the 
bene	 ts of being active, Dr Muir 
helped launch the inaugural 
Simplyhealth Canine Run, which 
will see 100 dogs and their 
owners participate in a 2.5-mile 
run along Southsea’s seafront in 
Hampshire in October.  

Nervous
It has been a hectic year on the 
track for the athlete, who grad-
uated from the University of 
Glasgow in June before securing 
her 	 rst major outdoor title at 
the European Championships 
in August. 

When asked which was the 
most nerve-shredding experi-

ence – taking her place on the 
start line of a major athletics 
event or her final exams – Dr 
Muir was in no doubt: “Before 
my veterinary exams, de	 nitely. 

“I’d been studying and work-
ing hard for seven years and had 
two 	 nal exams in one day, so I 
was pretty nervous beforehand.” 

But it is not just during exams 
vets feel stress and, according 
to Vetlife Helpline manager 
Rosie Allister, scheduled exer-
cise breaks could be the perfect 
antidote to the hectic world of 
veterinary practice. 

She said: “Enabling people 
to take breaks for exercise is 
a great idea. There is strong 
evidence for the benefits of 
exercise for both mental and 
physical well-being. Talking 
to veterinary professionals in 
practice I know a lot of people 
want to be able to do more 
physical activity, but find it 
hard to get time away from 
work with providing emergency 
cover and busy schedules. 

“It is possible though; I‘ve 
seen practices that have helped 
by having clear expectations 
of who needs to be present to 
provide emergency cover on 
a particular day, who is able 
to take time away, and hav-

ing a culture where breaks 
are important.

“I‘ve also seen examples of 
practices encouraging exercise 
in other ways – classes on site, 
cycle to work schemes, couch 
to 5k groups, and more.”

‘More productive’
The idea of exercise breaks 
has also won support from 
Julie Beacham, president of 
the Veterinary Management 
Group and practice manager at 
Wendover Heights Veterinary 
Centre in Aylesbury.

She said: “With the current 
focus on health and well-being 
in veterinary l ife, and the 
responsibility of employers to 
address and alleviate stress in 
the workplace, there are some 
simple changes that can make 
for a happier and more produc-
tive practice team. 

“Allowing and encouraging 
people to do something as sim-
ple as go for a 20 to 30 minute 
walk outside in the middle of 
the day makes a big difference. 

“In my practice, we are lucky 
to have the space to offer staff 
kennels so team members can 
bring their dogs to work – and 
many go for group walks in 
the woods at lunchtime. We 

have also run on-site Pilates 
classes and high-intensity inter-
val training after work.” 

Lizzie Locket, chief executive 
of the RCVS and director of its 
Mind Matters initiative added: 
“Making sure you take breaks 
– whether to do some exer-
cise, catch up with colleagues 
or just to take some time for 
yourself – is really important 
to both mental and physical 
wellness. Getting outdoors is of 
particular bene	 t. 

“ Your workp lace  has  a 
responsibility to make sure 
time is available for breaks and 
that workload allows it. But 
individuals also need to make 
sure they prioritise this time 
for themselves. It’s all too easy 
to think it’s heroic not to take a 
break, but, long term, this is not 
a good strategy for yourself or 
those around you. 

“Introducing more exercise 
into the working day doesn’t 
have to mean everyone don-
ning Lycra – a weekly step 
challenge is a great way to 
get everyone moving about a 
bit more.”
� If you would like to talk 
to someone for confidential 
support, telephone the Vetlife 
Helpline on 0303 040 2551.
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hollykernot@vbd.co.uk
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Tiger cub check-up an 
‘incredible privilege’ 
VETS at ZSL Whipsnade Zoo have conducted a series of health checks on its latest litter of male Amur tiger cubs.

The team checked the three cubs’ eyes, ears and teeth, and gave them routine vaccinations. 
Team leader Donovan Glyn said: “This was such a wonderful moment for the keepers here at ZSL Whipsnade Zoo – not only having the incredible privilege of seeing these beautiful cubs up close, but helping our vets assess Dmitri, Makari and Czar, who are all doing really well. 
“The cubs weighed in at about 8kg [17lb], and it is amazing to see how much they’ve grown in the couple of months since they were born. You do have to be very mindful of that when you’re going in to give them vaccinations – they’re not quite like little kittens anymore – but we’re an experienced team that has the cubs’ welfare as our number one priority, so we were able to keep them calm and content throughout the process.”
Amur tigers (Panthera tigris altaica) are classified as endangered by the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species.

EUROPE’S largest veterinary group, has published its � rst annual report, highlighting its “unprec-edented” growth from 20 UK practices in 2011 to more than 900 across 8 European countries.Private equity-backed Independent Vetcare (IVC), which also owns the Evidensia vet group in mainland Europe, now employs nearly 12,000 staff treating 2.3 million pets.The report reveals the business has in excess of 60 referral facilities and owns more than 60 MRI and CT scanners – and 87 per cent of IVC groups’ workforce are female.The report paints a picture of sustainable growth with chief executive David Hillier forecasting many more practices coming on-stream in the next 12 months, and committing to continued investment and innovation across the group. 
Mr Hillier said: “I’m delighted with how the report showcases the astonishing wealth of talent and resource within our group. I also believe it demonstrates how well positioned we are to preserve the heritage of the many different veterinary clinics that choose to join us.“We wanted the publication to present our vision of how veterinary care should be supported and enabled. It shows how we share ideas and best practice across the group to deliver our mutual objective of exceptional, affordable veterinary care. Our unique culture instils an environment of continuous improvement and collaborative growth, and I think the 2018 report re� ects this well.”� The full report can be read at www.independentvetcare.co.uk/2018report

‘Unprecedented’ growth report

Brexit barometer falling – NOAH
THE latest Brexit barometer survey conducted by NOAH – which tracks the opinion of the animal medicines industry in the face of withdrawal from the EU in March 2019 – has shown, overall, a growing pessimism among those questioned.

However, this third report has demonstrated, in terms of animal health and welfare, those expressing a pessimistic view of what the future holds has fallen by a third since the previous survey. 
The report states: “Since the last barometer, for the overall industry picture on Brexit, uncertainty has been replaced with more decisive sentiment and there has been a notable increase in pessimism.
“This time, no contributors to the barometer felt very optimistic about the future of the industry in light of Brexit and almost half [43 per cent] stated they felt very, or somewhat, pessimistic.
“Public health and food production in the UK has been hit hardest when it comes to increases in negative sentiment, with almost a third [32 per cent] now feeling very, or somewhat, pessimistic compared with 17 per cent in the last Brexit barometer.“Conversely, when it comes to animal health and welfare, the picture has become more positive, with contributors who felt very, or somewhat, pessimistic falling from 21 per cent to 14 per cent and those feeling very, or somewhat, optimistic increasing to 73 per cent from 65 per cent.”� To read the full report, visit https://bit.ly/2OcyJIG
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Dear editor,
In view of the front page headline, “VMD to 
review guidelines over misuse of cascade” 

(27 August issue), my staff and I welcomed the advice in 
Holly Kernot’s piece in the 24 September issue (“Practices 
urged to raise staff well-being through exercise”).

At least now we will be able to run faster to escape the 
VMD when it pursues us for our dispensing misdemeanours.
Yours faithfully,
TIM COUZENS, BVetMed, VetMFHom, CertVetAc, MRCVS,
The Holistic Veterinary Medicine Centre,
London Road, East Hoathly, Lewes,
East Sussex BN8 6QA.

�

On our marks and 
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Preparing rams for mating season
JENNY HULL
BVetMed (Hons), MRCVS

looks at how to ensure rams are at 
optimal level for breeding, in the 
� rst of a two-part article on ram 
preparation and fertility testing

Figure 1. For two months 
of the year, rams need to be 

� t, sound fertile athletes. 

⇨ page 16

Figure 2. Rams in suboptimal condition receiving supplementary feeding before tupping.

SHEEP production is very seasonal and repeats itself in a constant yearly cycle. 
Key events occur throughout the cycle 

that can have a huge impact on production, 
ef	 ciency and, therefore, farm pro	 ts. Vets 
can play an important proactive role in these 
key events. Rams are a very important part 
of the sheep production cycle and also a 
huge cost to the sheep enterprise, and this is 
sometimes forgotten.  

Economics
The Kelso Ram Sales is the biggest one-day 
ram sale in the world. The record-breaking 
average ram price in 2017 was £709.54 
(Border Union Agricultural Society). Lambs sold fat are typically worth between £50 to £90. 
Depending on the working lifespan of up to 
four years, a ram will depreciate by between 
£150 and £500 per year. Add to this the cost 
of a year’s keep, feed costs, vaccinations, 
parasite treatments and losses, rams are an 
expensive investment.

Table 1 (adapted from the Agriculture and 
Horticulture Development Board; AHDB) shows the cost per lamb sold of a ram bought for 
£709.54, depending on its longevity and the 
number of ewes the ram is able to serve. For 
example, a ram that is mated with 40 ewes 
and culled after one year will cost £11.42 per 
lamb sold. To minimise cost and maximise 

production and pro	 t, ram health, longevity and performance needs to be optimised. Buying 
“	 t for purpose” rams that are not overfed and able to serve 80 ewes, and survive four years 
without being culled, plays a role in this.

Ram preparation
For two months of the year, rams need to be 	 t, sound fertile athletes (Figure 1). For the other 
10 months, they are often forgotten on farms. 

Preparing rams the week before they are 
required to go out with the ewes is too late. 
The preparation of rams should start around 10 weeks before tupping. For 1 April lambing, rams will go in around 5 November, so preparation 
should begin around the end of August. 

Newly purchased rams
Newly purchased rams should be quarantined 
for four weeks (Hosie and Clark, 2007). They 
should receive a quarantine anthelmintic dose of either monepantel (Group 4) or derquantel 
and abamectin (Group 5), and then be held off pasture for 48 hours (Sustainable Control of 
Parasites in Sheep; SCOPS, 2012). 

During the quarantine period, rams should 
also receive treatment for the prevention 
of sheep scab (Psoroptes ovis), such as an 
injectable macrocyclic lactone. The author 
prefers moxidectin for its length of action 
against P ovis. 

Options for liver � uke (Fasciola hepatica) 
control are either a triclabendazole or closantel drench, twice, six weeks apart. Compliance and farmers remembering to administer a second 
closantel treatment can be an issue. 

A growing concern exists of macrocyclic 
lactone resistant P ovis mites and 
triclabendazole-resistant F hepatica, and vets 
and farmers should bear this in mind when 
formulating a quarantine treatment plan. 

Careful examination of rams for signs 
of disease during the quarantine period is 
very important. During the isolation period, 
rams should have their feet checked and, if 
necessary, treated (Hosie and Clark, 2007). All newly purchased sheep should be foot bathed at least twice in the quarantine period, in either a 10 per cent zinc sulphate solution or 3 per 
cent formalin solution, which will reduce the 
presence of foot rot bacteria (Lewis, 2002). 

Concerns have been raised for many years 
that breeding rams are overfed and this may 
limit their breeding performance (Vipond and 
Morgan, 2010). Overfed rams have a shorter 
lifespan, reduced bone density, increased joint deformities, increased risk of acidosis and 
urolithiasis, and increased scrotal fat leading to reduced fertility (Vipond and Morgan, 2010). 

As vets, it is important to educate farmers 

to make informed choices and purchase rams 
cost-effectively. A change in this trend will not happen overnight, but purchasing rams based on estimated breeding values, rather than 
purchasing the biggest and fattest, will help 
going forwards, and the purchasing of rams 
privately and through on-farm auctions where a known health status exists, and less pressure to produce the biggest and fattest rams is 
increasing in popularity.  

Vaccinations should be started during the 
quarantine period in line with the � ocks’ 
vaccination programme. The author has seen 
a number of cases of rams that have died 
from Pasteurella septicaemia shortly after 
being purchased and advises all purchased 
rams receive a primary vaccination course of 
clostridial and Pasteurella vaccinations.

A risk of newly purchased rams bringing 
diseases into a � ock, such as maedi visna, 
Johne’s disease or caseous lymphadenitis (CLA) exists. Ideally, where possible, rams should be purchased from accredited free � ocks or blood testing carried out on arrival. Testing for CLA is less reliable in single bought-in animals, and an individual animal carrying Johne’s disease can 

be negative on blood tests and examination of faeces (Hosie and Clark, 2007). 
No commercially available test exists 

for ovine pulmonary carcinoma (OPA), but 
transthoracic ultrasound examination has been shown to reliably identify OPA lesions of more than 2cm in diameter, and, in the absence of 
any other reliable diagnostic test, should be 
considered for screening purchased adult sheep (Cousens and Scott, 2015).

Existing ram � ock
Body condition
Rams should be body condition score (BCS) 3.5 at tupping (Vipond and Morgan, 2010). It takes three-and-a-half weeks of supplementary 
feeding to increase BCS by 0.5 units (AHDB 
Beef and Lamb, 2017). Ideally, rams should be condition scored in plenty of time and feeding adjusted accordingly. 

Rams in optimal condition 10 weeks before 
tupping should continue to be fed good quality 
grass. Those below optimal body condition 

should receive supplementary feeding – for 
example, 0.5kg concentrates at 16 per cent crude protein per day, introduced slowly (Figure 2).

Feet
Attention to feet should be the 	 rst part of 
ram preparation and should begin well in 
advance. Lame rams and any cases of foot 
rot, contagious ovine digital dermatitis, toe 
abscesses and toe granulomas should be 
treated, but routine foot trimming should be 
avoided (Winter et al, 2015). The use of foot rot vaccination, even in just the ram � ock, should 
be considered and carried out around six 
weeks pre-tupping.

Trace elements
The breeding season and polygamy of the ram mean its requirements for semen production 
will be relatively high over a short breeding 
season and this may induce a localised 
de	 ciency of zinc and/or selenium, resulting 
in a decrease in semen quality and production (Kendall et al, 2000). 

The production of semen necessitates 
extensive cell division and this requires large 
amounts of zinc, as zinc is involved extensively in nucleic acid and protein metabolism (Kendall et al, 2000).

It has been shown zinc de	 ciency results in 
disorders of testes development 
and, of course, spermatogenesis 

Sheep production is very seasonal and 
repeats itself in a constant yearly cycle. Key 
events occur throughout the cycle that 
can have a huge impact on production, 
e�  ciency and, therefore, farm pro� ts. Vets 
can play an important proactive role in 
these key events. 

To minimise cost, and maximise 
production and pro� t, ram health, 
longevity and performance needs to be 
optimised. Buying “� t for purpose” rams 
that are not overfed, able to serve 80 ewes 
and survive for four years without being 
culled plays a role in this. 

The preparation of rams should start 
around 10 weeks before tupping. Newly 
purchased rams should be quarantined 
for four weeks and receive a quarantine 
anthelmintic treatment, along with 
treatment for the prevention of sheep scab 
and liver � uke, and have their feet inspected. 
Rams should be in body condition score 
3.5 for tupping. Any lameness, trace 
element supplementation, endoparasites 
and ectoparasites, and any vaccinations 
required, such as foot rot, clostridial and 
Pasteurella vaccination, should all be 
attended to pre-tupping. Rams in poor 
condition post-tupping should receive 
supplementary concentrate feeding. 

Ram fertility testing will be covered in 
part two of this article.
Keywords: ram, preparation, mating season, fertility
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Table 1. Adapted from the Agriculture and Horticulture Development 
Board. The cost per lamb sold of a ram bought for £709.54 depending on longevity and number of ewes the ram is able to serve.

                             Number of ewes put to                              ram (selling at 150%)  
Ram 
lifespan

40 60 80 100

1 year £11.82 £7.88 £5.91 £4.73
2 years £5.91 £3.94 £2.96 £2.37
3 years £3.90 £2.63 £1.97 £1.58
4 years £2.96 £1.97 £1.48 £1.18
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VMD TO REVIEW GUIDANCE OVER MISUSE OF CASCADEA VETERINARY Times investigation has found evidence of widespread violations of the cascade – suggesting a huge number of practices across the UK are routinely using cheaper human medicines for cost and convenience, rather than more expensive and available licensed veterinary products.In  one case,  f igures  for three cost-cutting human medicine products indicate more than 3,000 suspected vio-lations, involving almost 1,500 practices.Both the VMD and NOAH have con-firmed to Veterinary Times they are aware of the growing problem.
In a statement, the VMD said: “The VMD is seeing an increase in the number of reports of potential cascade misuse and questions around the use of the cas-cade. This has caused us to review our guidance and advice in this area – we will be writing an article to remind vets of their responsibilities under the cascade.“When prescribing medicines under the cascade, vets are doing so under their own clinical judgement and professional responsibility. Cost is not a factor that should be taken into consideration when deciding the best treatment option for a particular animal or condition presented.”

‘Signi� cant concern’
Donal Murphy, head of technical and regulatory affairs at NOAH, said: “I was aware this was an issue. We have heard through our membership some prac-titioners are using human products or specials where there are licensed vet-erinary medicinal products [available].

“I would think, over the past couple of years, we’ve had increased reports of this. I can’t quantify it for you in terms of how big an issue it is, but it’s a signi� cant concern – let’s put it that way.
“Basically, there is a concern that, in a number of therapeutic areas and in different species, there are human products or specials being used where there are licensed products available and there’s no good reason not to use the licensed product.

“In general terms, some of the areas we’ve heard of this occurring relate to products used for gastrointestinal problems, products used for some hor-monal conditions and products used as antidotes for poisoning. They would be the main areas I would think. It seems primarily to be in the companion animal and horse sectors [of the profession], rather than farm animal.”
Mr Murphy stressed a vet’s � rst choice had to be a licensed veterinary medical product – where available and appropri-ate – over human products for reasons of safety, ef� cacy and quality, as well as supporting the veterinary medicine industry in � nancing continued research and development into new drugs.He stressed NOAH supported the 

cascade where appropriate, but added: “The VMD has set out in its guidance that cost and convenience are not reasons to use unauthorised products ahead of the authorised products under cascade.”

Enforcement ‘weak point’The areas identi� ed by Mr Murphy � tted precisely with information and highly specific data supplied to Veterinary Times by a senior veterinary pharma-ceutical industry insider, who initially got in touch to voice concern over mounting cascade violations.
Veterinary Times is aware of the source’s identity, position and ability to access accurate drug sales data through Kynetec global market research and other resources, and has agreed to their request for anonymity.

The source said: “The VMD enforcement team is aware of the potential scale of the issues, but there is a weak point in enforce-ment in that both RCVS Practice Standards Scheme inspectors and VMD pharmacy inspectors are not confident/trained to challenge off-label usage.
“The enforcement team is actually working � at out on several issues, with very limited resources, and I see no way in which it can manage the situation – I was left with the impression it does understand what is happening.

“The VMD’s position seems to be that it would have to rely on the RCVS and the [RCVS Code of Professional Conduct for Veterinary Surgeons] to actually judge if an individual vet, on an individ-ual occasion, has used a product against 

report by
David 
Woodmansey
davidwoodmansey@vbd.co.uk
01733 383561

Woodmansey

Badger cull court bid failsTHE High Court has rejected an ecologist’s bid to declare the Government’s extended badger culls in England as “unlawful”.Badger culls were introduced in 2011 in a bid to reduce the spread of bTB. Government guidance issued last year expanded the programme to new areas in England and allowed “supplementary culling”.Tom Langton, an ecology consultant and member of the Badger Trust, asked the court to quash the Government’s policy and the licences issued under it by Natural England, arguing they were unlawful. His lawyers argued at a hearing in July that the guidance was a “signi� cant departure” from the previous policy, and a consultation before its introduction was � awed.The case – brought against the secretary of state for environment, food and rural affairs, and Natural England – was dismissed by Mr Justice Cranston on 15 August.
The judge said the consultation was “in some respects unimpressive”, but added: “It does not meet the high threshold of being so clearly and radically wrong as to render it procedurally unfair and, thus, unlawful.”Mr Justice Cranston said the environment secretary’s chief scienti� c advisor and the Government’s CVO supported the extended culling.He added: ”Against this background, a policy of maintaining a reduced badger population through supplementary culling cannot be said to be irrational when coupled with the commitment to change tack as evidence became available.”

14  Obesity-related laminitis in horses

2  BVA calls for 
stronger travel laws

CLINICAL

NEWS

SPOTLIGHT

5  Cattle parasites: identifying infection

8  Cytology Corner: cat with kidney injury

9  Urinary tract 
infection in dogs

PRACTICAL

3  Grain-free dog foods ‘red flag’
4  RSPCA reports rise in abandoned animals
FOCUS

the [Veterinary Medicines Regulations] – I suspect pressure is building on them to do more.”
The RCVS responded: “Regarding the role of the Practice Standards Scheme and its assessors in ensuring practices comply with the VMD regulations – all practices part of the scheme undergo rigorous assessment by our assessors for all modules in the scheme, including the speci� c medicines module.

“Practice Standards Scheme assessors, on visits, check medicines are used in accordance with the cascade. They also check for evidence any medicines that are not authorised veterinary medicines (POM-Vs) are clearly identified and explained to owners, who should also give informed consent for their use.“The VMD and Practice Standards Scheme have a close working relation-ship, including regular meetings and joint training sessions between [the VMD’s] inspectors and our assessors, to ensure consistency.”
The college continued: “The chapter of supporting guidance that gives advice on veterinary medicines, including the cascade, can be found at www.rcvs.org.uk/medicines

“Any members of the profession who need further advice and guidance, or who are concerned about the cascade not being adhered to, should contact the RCVS professional conduct team on advice@rcvs.org.uk or 020 7202 0789.”It is understood the VMD – in collabo-ration with the RCVS – is to release new guidance on the cascade in the autumn.
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practice: old 
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STAFF at The Minster Veterinary Practice in York have saved the life of an 11-year-old dog that swallowed a kebab stick.  Curious canine Max was rushed to the practice’s Copmanthorpe branch after he ingested the wooden skewer at his owners’ home and started to vomit. He was transferred to Minster’s main hospital site in Salisbury Road, York, where a scan revealed the stick was still intact in his stomach.Vet Kirsty Catterall said: “Our main concern was that the kebab stick had perforated his stomach, which would have been very serious.”However, the skewer hadn’t caused any internal damage and Dr Catterall decided the best course of action was to surgically remove it.
The surgery was successful and Max is back home with his family.Owner Katie Rushton said: “The kebab stick was on the kitchen bench and fell on to the fl oor. Before I could pick it up, Max had sniffed it out and swallowed it whole.”

She added she “could not thank the team enough” for helping Max.

Max recovering after stick-y situation
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Max with vet Kirsty Catterall (back left), owner Katie Rushton and her two-year-old daughter Chloe. 
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I love that clients can be so trusting, and that fl ashing body parts around the consult room or waiting room is something they feel safe in doing. But unexpected nudity in the workplace is not always welcome.
Jane Davidson offers words of caution for new graduates to be wary of clients who insist on 
letting it all hang out.
Read “Clients who reveal a little too much…” at vet times.co.uk

Emily Castle
Heather Simcock you know you said you wanted to come and do some nights for experience? Get ready for all this… things get weird between midnight and 4am.
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Dear editor,
Just before the last general election, many of us signed a letter (McGill et al, 2017) summarising our opposition to fox hunting, which the prime minister supported.One point we raised concerned the potential spread of bTB by the Kimblewick Hunt’s pack of hounds, which had become infected in 2016. The report of this outbreak has been published by O’Halloran et al (2018), in association with the APHA/Defra.Kimblewick’s approximately 180 hounds ran across six counties of England in the edge and low-risk area for bTB in cattle. The authors elucidated the development of molecular pathological diagnostics for bTB infection in dogs, including serology and interferon-gamma release assay (IGRA). Of the 164 hounds tested, 59 per cent had evidence of bTB infection.

The authors stated: “It was assumed any hound with a signi� cant interferon-gamma response to at least one test antigen was infected and potentially infectious. Any such hound would, therefore, pose a risk to human and animal health, as well as to the environment, and so should be removed from the pack and euthanised.” Consequently, all 97 bTB-infected dogs were slaughtered.
The authors described the Kimblewick outbreak and its likely origins in detail, and provided a qualitative disease risk analysis (DRA) outlining the most likely routes of infection for these hounds:1. The most likely route of bTB infection for hounds was the feed-ing of bTB-infected livestock, either at Kimblewick or other hunt kennels in the UK.

2. In order of likelihood, the two circumstances the Kimblewick hounds most probably contracted bTB occurred:
a) while a hound destined for Kimblewick was temporarily resident at another hunt kennels
b) while at Kimblewick, from the feeding to 
hounds of bTB-infected livestock
The hound described in scenario 2a would have been fed bTB-infected livestock, or contracted bTB from hounds at that kennel that had consumed such livestock. This hound would have been a bitch returning from loan to another kennel for breeding purposes, or a hound moved from another kennel to Kimblewick, and would have arrived as the index case. Although the practice of loaning hounds to multiple other kennels is common, no pre-movement testing exists for hounds that move freely around the country – irrespective of bTB status.

The report stated 13 bitches were moved between Kimblewick and two hunt kennels in the high-risk area (HRA) in the 18 months prior to the index case. The genotype of Mycobacterium bovis responsible for the Kimblewick outbreak of bTB was spoligotype 10:a and both kennels were within the home range of this agent. One bitch tested after her return to Kimblewick was M bovis 10:a positive. Three additional hounds were also moved to Kimblewick during this period, from three other kennels within the HRA.Under scenario 2b, multiple hounds at Kimblewick would have been exposed at the same, or sequential, meals from an infected carcase or carcases. Although M bovis 10:a had not often been 

detected in the vicinity of Kimblewick’s kennels, three farms that had bTB 10:a breakdowns between 2014 and 2016 did provide a total of six carcases for consumption by Kimblewick hounds.

Pathology, culture, contamination and spreadbTB was cultured in 40 per cent of hounds from which culture was attempted (n=35). Several hounds had ¢ orid renal lesions, from which M bovis 10:a could always be cultured. The organism was also cultured from urine in all hounds with clinical signs of disease or renal lesions at postmortem examination (PME), and from three hounds with no visible lesions at PME. Live bTB bacilli in urine would certainly have contaminated the environment.
The hounds were kept in overcrowded and squalid conditions, so oral and skin wounds from � ghting – or competing over carcase bones – would provide a portal of entry from an environment undoubtedly contaminated with bTB bacilli. Dog-to-dog trans-mission could also have occurred by inhalation or other routes. Nineteen at-risk pet dogs that had close association with the hunt were tested using IGRA. Two of the 19 were M bovis 10:a positive, indicating onward transmission of the disease to pet dogs.One member of staff at Kimblewick’s kennels also developed a latent infection with M bovis 10:a. Further details are awaited, but dog-to-human transmission of bTB seems highly probable.

Report summary
The practices and poor husbandry of the Kimblewick Hunt, and its kennels, are intimately involved with the movement by a hound – or hounds – of M bovis 10:a into an area of England where it was hitherto not thought to be prevalent, and its onward spread to the environment and a total of 97 hounds, two pet dogs and probably one human member of staff (O’Halloran et al, 2018).

Control policy ‘inadequate’
The report stated hounds moved between Kimblewick and � ve other kennels in the HRA were tested, with – as aforementioned – one bitch testing positive. However, these hunt kennels appear not to have been systematically tested for bTB – to our knowledge, systematic testing and surveillance for bTB infection in hound packs nationally has not been started.
Additionally, Defra’s control policy to prevent the infection of hunting hounds, via the consumption of bTB-infected carcases, is unlikely to be effective. Instead of entirely banning the practice, Defra banned the feeding of livestock offals to hounds (Defra, 2017). bTB lesions in cattle are not con� ned to offals, but occur, for example, in peripheral lymph nodes – including those of the head and neck (Menin et al, 2013), and in bone (Advisory Committee on the Microbiological Safety of Food [ACMSF], 2001) and the CNS (McGill and Wells, 1993). As kennel workers will not always identify such lesions, and as up to 10 per cent of bTB cases in UK cattle have no visible lesions (ACMSF, 2001), we are concerned infected tissues will continue to be fed raw to packs of hounds throughout the country.

In our opinion, the policy is inadequate as it perpetuates the most likely route of infection for hounds and does little to hinder the spread of bTB, either geographically or across species barriers by hunting dogs. It is equivalent to half-closing the stable door long after the 

horse has bolted, but not noticing all the other horses are also missing.Defra should immediately ban the feeding of livestock to hunt-ing hounds and announce a moratorium on hunting with hounds throughout England until data is presented showing hound packs are free of bTB nationally.
Many landowners and farmers stand to be adversely impacted by any spreading of bTB by hunting hounds, and may be extremely con-cerned. We are concerned the risks associated with hunting hounds, via a formal DRA, have not been identi� ed earlier. We requested sight of such a document more than three years ago and were informed a DRA wasn’t needed as Defra had taken “expert advice”.A great deal more evidence exists that infected hunting hounds are spreading bTB, both across species and county lines, than has ever existed for badgers doing so. Plans for further brutal, and unscienti� c, badger culling continue to disgrace our profession.We have copied this to the CVO and the RCVS, and will be seeking urgent meetings to ensure action is taken.

Yours faithfully,
IAIN MCGILL, BSc(Hons), BVetMed, MRCVS,
BRONWEN EASTWOOD, BSc(Hons), CertGP(SAP), BVetMed, MRCVS,ANDRE MENACHE, BSc(Hons), BVSc, DipECAWBM(AWSEL), MRCVS,FIONA DALZELL, BVSc, BA(hons), MVetMed, MRCVS,JUDY PUDDIFOOT, BVetMed, MSc, BSc, MRCVS,
PHILL ELLIOTT, BVM&S, MSc(Wild Animal Health), MRCVS,SUE PELL, GradDipVN, MSc, RVN,
SOPHIE HILL, MA, VetMB, MRCVS,
RICHARD SAUNDERS, BSc(Hons), BVSc, FRSB, CBiol, 
DZooMed(Mammalian), DipECZM(ZHM), MRCVS,
TRUDY LANGDALE, BVetMed, CertVR, MRCVS,
NICOLE ST PIERRE, GradDipVN, RVN,
MARIE O’CONNOR, RVN,
PHILIPPA NEWBY, RVN,
SHAKIRA FREE MILES, BSc, RVN,
JO HINDE, RVN,
CLAIRE SHEPHERD, RVN,
KATHY TIPPING, BVSc, MRCVS,
STEPHEN BLAKEWAY, BA, VetMB, MSc, PGCE, MRCVS,BEV IRVING, BVetMed, MRCVS,
ANDREW KNIGHT, MANZCVS, DipECAWBM(AWSEL), 
DipACAW, PhD, SFHEA, FRCVS,
MARK JONES, BVSc, MSc(Stir), MSc(UL), MRCVS.
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Dear editor,
In my view, the cascade has encouraged the licensing – along with additional data – for some medicines (“VMD to review guidance over misuse of cascade”; 27 August issue). Metronidazole and amlodipine are two examples, and I 

have used both regularly.
On the other hand, the 

cascade has sometimes 
caused a massive price 
differential compared to 
human products.

The cascade should 
include a price differ-
ential limit, especially 
once a veterinary medi-
cine has passed its initial 
period of exclusivity.

Should we really be 
expected to refuse treat-
ment if a client could 
easily afford the human 
version of the medicine required, but cannot afford to pay many times more for the veterinary version?
Yours faithfully,
DAVID STANLEY, BVSc, MRCVS,
Tizzick Close, Norwich NR5 9HB.
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Take a moment to think about what you’ve 
actually done in the past few days and enjoy 
the good moments.

Dear editor,
We read with interest the letter about Mycobacterium 
bovis infection in working foxhounds (“Concern at 

potential spread of bTB by hounds”; 17 September issue), which 
discussed our paper on the subject1. We would, however, like 
to clarify some points of factual inaccuracy in the coverage 
of this issue.

Firstly, it has been noted “one member of staff… developed 
a latent infection with M bovis spoligotype 10:a”, which, the 
authors suggested, indicates “dog-to-human transmission… 
seems highly probable”. As reported in both our previous and 
upcoming publications1-4, we can confirm M bovis was not 
isolated from samples received from any persons assessed 
through contact tracing, so dog-to-human transmission of 
M bovis has not been con� rmed in this case1,4.

Although one asymptomatic, in-contact person has tested 
positive for latent TB on interferon-gamma release assay (IGRA) 
blood screening, it is not possible to speciate the infection 
to beyond the Mycobacterium tuberculosis complex – which 
includes, among other species, both M tuberculosis and M bovis 
– nor when in his or her life he or she may have been challenged.

Secondly, the authors proposed we put forward “no evidence” 
to support the hounds being free from infection when the out-
break was declared over, and that nine hounds later “developed 
bTB and had to be culled”. This is not entirely the case.

As we reported, in the absence of a validated test for 
subclinical canine M bovis infection, all hounds were tested 
with a combination of IGRA and serological methods – with 
the former being performed twice at a 60-day interval, as is 
standard practice for repeat skin testing of cattle. This means 
all hounds remaining at the kennel when the outbreak was 
declared over had been subjected to four tests, across two 
time points, and were consistently negative.

The nine animals that responded positively to the tests at the 
second round of testing were clinically well and had no lesions 
at postmortem examination; these animals were removed on 
a precautionary basis, as the sensitivity and speci� city of our 
testing approach is unknown.

The � nal hound to display clinical signs was euthanised on 
welfare grounds 18 months ago and, to our knowledge, all 
hounds at the kennel have remained well since.

Our research in this area is ongoing and we hope to publish 
new data investigating the performance of the novel testing 

strategy we developed during this outbreak soon2,3. In our view, 
only by improving our knowledge of the canine manifestation 
of this disease can we continue to learn more lessons for future 
disease control. 
Yours faithfully,
CONOR O’HALLORAN, BVSc, MSc, MRCVS,
The University of Edinburgh,
JAYNE HOPE, BSc, PhD,
Personal chairman of immunology,
The University of Edinburgh,
DANIÈLLE GUNN-MOORE, BSc(Hons), 
BVM&S, PhD, MANZCVS, FHEA, FRSB, FRCVS,
Personal chairman of feline medicine,
The University of Edinburgh.
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bTB in foxhounds: clarifying points of inaccuracy
Dear editor,
The article “Preparing rams for mating season” 
(10 September issue) omitted a salient aspect, 

considering examples are given relating to numbers of ewes 
to be served, longevity and estimated lambing percentage.

Examination of 
rams for fertility 
should also be a 
routine commit-
ment – especially 
at the beginning 
of their breeding 
span, as well as in 
later stages.

Clinical examina-
tion of genitalia is 
a straightforward 
procedure, holding 
the ram in a sit-
ting position, with 
semen assessment 
added when con-
sidered necessary.

It is important 
that in¡ ections or 
scarring from injuries are identi� ed before rams join the ewes 
and that abnormalities – such as testicular hypoplasia and 
spermatocele – are diagnosed as early as possible, which, in 
the latter case, may not be until a second breeding season.

To ensure rams are prepared as fully as possible for a suc-
cessful breeding, season examinations for fertility should be 
carried out routinely along with body scoring and attention 
to feet, as recommended already.
Yours faithfully,
G J RAMSAY HOVELL, MA, HonFRCVS,
The Avenue, Worminghall, Aylesbury,
Buckinghamshire HP18 9LE.

Testing ram fertility 
should also be routine

Dear editor,
I have been reading with interest about the “increased 
reporting” of violations of the cascade by vets in practice 

(“VMD to review guidance over misuse of cascade”; 27 August issue).
The whole subject makes me very uncomfortable, and as a vet 

not in practice nor prescribing, I am probably one of few in a position 
to voice my reservations about the cascade.

Yes, it is a good idea to regulate veterinary medicine use, but 
VMD statements such as “cost is not a factor that should be taken 
into consideration when deciding the best treatment option for a 
particular animal or condition presented” are, frankly, laughable.

When 30 per cent or more of CPD conferences feature business 
talks, how can cost not be a factor? When we see surveys about 
large proportions of pet owners considering rehoming their pets 
as they can’t afford the extra cost of care when they are going on 

holiday, how can cost not be a factor one should consider when 
proposing vet care? It always is.

A brand name drug can be three times, or more, the price of a 
generic, so can make a huge difference in a treatment plan cost and, 
therefore, have a massive effect on whether the owner goes ahead.

I understand you need to use a molecule proven for a particular 
purpose, but cannot get my head around why that molecule has 
to be the brand name and not the generic made under licence. If 
the medics are allowed to, why can’t we?

If the violations of a vet using something unproven or 
without regulated trials – to treat a speci� c condition where a 
licensed medication is available – are so serious, what about 
homeopathic remedies?
Yours faithfully,
NAME AND ADDRESS SUPPLIED.

How can cost be factor in deciding best treatment?

While vet work can be mentally and physically 
draining, Jordan Sinclair suggests taking time 
out of your day to recall the good times you 
may be taking for granted.
Read “Re� ecting on the good moments” 

at vet times.co.uk
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Dear editor,
We thank O’Halloran et al for their response and, 
as yet, unpublished data (“bTB in foxhounds: 

clarifying points of inaccuracy”; 1 October issue) following 
our letter (“Concern at potential spread of bTB by hounds”; 
17 September issue).

The original paper1 does imply the human case of latent TB 
may have come from hounds, stating: “One kennel worker 
was also diagnosed with latent TB, potentially due to exposure 
to infected hounds and/or their 
contaminated feed, though this 
remains unproven.”

We note one member of 
staff was diagnosed with a 
latent infection from an as 
yet uncharacterised species of 
Mycobacterium. The potential 
risk of dog-to-human transmis-
sion of bTB remains “plausible 
and real”1.

The authors suggested stat-
utory bTB testing protocols 
for cattle were appropriate for 
hound surveillance. This is the 
� rst such large outbreak of bTB 
reported in dogs, so disease 
vectors are still unclear and the 
timescale of pathogenesis is uncertain. It cannot be assumed 
the use of testing intervals meant to detect bTB in cattle 
herds will adequately detect all cases of bTB in hound packs. 
Furthermore, it seems illogical to “decide” the Kimblewick 
hound pack is free of bTB and stop all further testing, when 
13.6 per cent of the animals under study had tested positive 
by interferon-gamma release assay1.

The authors cited, as further evidence to support their case, 
the nine presumptively bTB-infected hounds had no visible 
lesions (NVL) of bTB at postmortem examination. Their paper1 
stated Mycobacterium bovis was cultured from multiple tissues 
and urine in 11 per cent of hounds with NVL where culture 
was attempted. NVL should be considered as extremely weak 
evidence, with a high degree of uncertainty, as to bTB-free 
status in hounds.

We stand by our previous statements on this issue, and invite 
the authors to concede they have not proved the Kimblewick 
hounds – and their cohorts at other hunt kennels – are free of 
bTB. They cannot do so without further appropriate testing.

The authors’ most favoured hypothesis for the introduction of 
infection to the Kimblewick hounds is by transmission from an 
infected kennel in the high-risk area (HRA) to a hound destined 
for Kimblewick: “The likelihood of these hounds becoming 
infected from fallen stock at these kennels or through other 
transmission pathways in the HRA was assessed as medium 
and therefore the most likely.”1

The authors have effectively conceded a medium likelihood 
exists at least one other hound pack in the HRA was already 
infected with bTB prior to the Kimblewick outbreak. This begs 

the question as to why, if bTB was suspected to have occurred 
in more than one pack, they have not recommended national 
surveillance of hound packs. According to The Sunday Times, 
even the Masters of Foxhounds Association is calling for more 
testing of hound packs2, though this requires con� rmation.

Perhaps the authors would like to confirm whether they 
believe banning raw offal as food for hounds is adequate to pre-
vent further bTB outbreaks in hound packs? For clarity – based 
on the scienti� c evidence, as previously discussed (“Concern at 
potential spread of bTB by hounds”; 17 September issue) – we 
recommend Defra immediately bans the feeding of any raw 
tissues from livestock to hounds.

For any national analysis of live hounds to be successful, 
however, something more subtle 

than a test and slaughter policy 
will be required. Hunts would 
surely resist testing or urine 
culture if the � ndings could lead 
to immediate culling of hounds. 
A more considered, ethical and 

scienti� c approach is required.
In England, bTB in cattle is 

too geographically widespread3 
and M bovis has infected too 
many species1,4 for the problem 
to be solved simply by the fur-
ther killing of more animals from 
more species.

O’Halloran et al should concede 
further testing is required, both at 

Kimblewick and nationally.
We await with interest comment from Defra’s CVO regarding 

the issues we have raised.
We reiterate our calls for a moratorium on hunting with 

hounds until such data are presented showing all hunt packs 
are free of infection with bTB.
Yours faithfully,
IAIN MCGILL, BVetMed, BSc(Hons), MRCVS,
ANDREW KNIGHT, MANZCVS, DipECAWBM(AWSEL), 
DipACAW, PhD, SFHEA, FRCVS,
MARK JONES, BVSc, MSc(Stir), MSc(UL), MRCVS,
RICHARD SAUNDERS, BSc(Hons), BVSc, FRSB, CBiol, 
DZooMed(Mammalian), DipECZM(ZHM), MRCVS,
BRONWEN EASTWOOD, BSc(Hons), CertGP(SAP), BVetMed, MRCVS,
ANDRE MENACHE, BSc(Hons), BVSc, DipECAWBM(AWSEL), MRCVS,
FIONA DALZELL, BVSc, BA(Hons), MVetMed, MRCVS,
SOPHIE HILL, MA, VetMB, MRCVS,
PHIL ELLIOTT, BVM&S, MSc, MRCVS,
BEV IRVING, BVetMed, MRCVS.
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Further TB testing 
required on hounds

Always two sides 
to every story…

Dear editor,
I am constantly surprised by the bias present in the 
letters section of Veterinary Times, but particularly 

surprised when well-known members of our profession are listed 
at the bottom of these letters.

The letter “Concern at potential spread of bTB by hounds” (17 
September issue) appears to encourage the euthanasia of hounds 
and, presumably, culling of cattle to halt the spread of bTB, but 
uses in� ammatory words to describe badger culling.

I would expect vets to be able to present evidence in a scienti� c 
manner. Words such as “brutal” and “disgrace” seem unscienti� c 
to me; no long list of references will be provided by me to support 
this statement.

We treat animals brutally in this world in many ways, such as 
bull� ghting, farming bears for bile and clubbing seals to death. 
I’m not sure controlled shooting can be described this way.

Could I ask, in their next letter, the authors present arguments 
in favour of badger culling as well as those against? Maybe, in 
return, Roger Evans can present the reasons in favour of vac-
cinating badgers in his articles? The more polarised a debate 
becomes, the less people listen to the views of the other side.

Looking forward to a sense of balance.
Yours faithfully,
SOPHIE MCGILL, BVSc, MRCVS,
Address supplied.

Dear editor,
As 2018’s new graduates � nd their way into practice, 
we encourage them to join their local Young Vet 

Network (YVN). Membership is open to graduates up to eight years 
post-graduation, so more seasoned members of the profession 
are also welcome.

For those working in Northumberland, County Durham, and Tyne 
and Wear (including Newcastle), the North East of England YVN is 
putting on a series of CPD and social events in the coming year.

For more information, email kaz.strycharczyk@bsfh.co.uk or join 
the “North East of England Young Vet Network” Facebook group 
at https://bit.ly/2QcAuaj

Likewise, if you are a practitioner in the region who would con-
sider giving a talk or offering advice to recent graduates, do not 
hesitate to get in touch.
Yours faithfully,
KIRSTY KERON, BVM&S, MRCVS,
Alnorthumbria Veterinary Group,
Ryecroft Way, Wooler, Northumberland NE71 6DY.
KAZ STRYCHARCZYK, BA, VetMB, MRCVS,
Black Sheep Farm Health,
Rothbury Industrial Estate, Coquet View, 
Rothbury, Northumberland NE65 7RZ.

Graduates invited to 
join Young Vet Network
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