INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS AND SITE AREAS
IN COBB COUNTY, GEORGIA

Prepared for

Cobb County Chamber of Commerce
Marietta, Georgia

by

George I. Whitlatch
Senior Research Scientist

Industrial Development Division

Engineering Experiment Station

GEORGIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
November 1964

Project A-788
Technical Report No. 2



Table of Contents

Page
Summary i
INTRODUCTION 1
Background L
Scope of Study 2
COBB COUNTY TOPOGRAPHY AND SERVICES 4
Topography 4
Transportation 4
Utility Services 5
INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS IN COBB COUNTY 6
Cobb-Marietta Industrial Park (1)
Home Transportation Co. Industrial District (2) 10
Metropolitan Atlanta Industrial Center (3) 11
POTENTIAL SITE AREAS 11
Kennesaw (4) 11
Greers Chapel-Roberts Roads Area (5) 18
Acworth (6) 23
North Canton Road (7) 27
Elizabeth (8) 31
Franklin-Wylie-Delk Roads (9) 32
Interstate 20 Area in South Cobb (10) 37
Powder Springs (11) 42
Clarkdale (12) 50
Lost Mountain (13) 53
CONCLUSTIONS 53
% kS %
Figures
1. Tocation index map of Cobb County iii
2. Property map of Elizabeth area north of Marietta 8

3. Topographic map of Elizabeth area on north side of
Marietta 9



Figures (continued)

4.

10.

i
L2,

3.

L4,

15,
16.

17
18.

19.
20.

Plates
1.

n
)
Lo

I~

Topographic map of southeast Cobb County area
Property map of site area No. 4 south of Kennesaw
Topographic map of areas east and south of Kennesaw

Property map of site area No. 5 east of Kennesaw along
Greers Chapel and Roberts roads

Property map of site area No. 6 east of Acworth
Topographic map of site area No. 6 east of Acworth

Property map of site area No. 7, 4% miles north of
Marietta

Topographic map of North Canton Road site area, No. 7

Property map of site areas in the Franklin-Wylie-Delk
roads sections southeast of Marietta

Topographic map of Franklin-Delk roads area southeast of
Marietta

Property map of southern Cobb County area along the Chat-

tahoochee River showing Lee-Cogburn site area
Topographic map of southern Cobb County area

Property map of "Florence Road" site area west of Powder
Springs

Topographic map of "Florence Road" site area, No. 11 A

Property map of site areas 11 B and 11 C east of Powder
Springs

Topographic map of potential site areas 11 B and 11 C

Topographic map of Clarkdale area

The Cobb-Marietta Industrial Park at Marietta

The Metropolitan Atlanta Industrial Center in south Cobb
County

Site area No. 4 south of Kennesaw

The Greers Chapel-Roberts roads site area, east of
Kennesaw

Site area No. 6, east of Acworth

North Canton Road site area, No. 7, about 4% miles north
of Marietta

The Franklin-Wylie-Delk roads area southeast of Marietta

Southern Cobb County site area along the Chattahoochee
River

Page

13
14
17

19
25
26

29

34

35

38
39

44
45

47
49

51

12
16

21
24

30
33



Plates (continued)

9. "Florence Road" site area, No. 11 A, east of Powder
Springs 46

10. Site area at Clarkdale 52




Summary

The present report concludes a two-stage study of the industrial site
situation in Cobb County, begun in the early summer of 1964. The initial re-
port emphasized the limited availability of industrially suitable land, due
primarily to the relatively rugged terrain of the county, particularly in
those areas traversed by railroad routes. The coming of the new Federal inter-
state highways was considered helpful to the general county site situation
and to certain areas specifically, especially if county connector highways are
improved. The encroachment of residential housing was cited as further limit-
ing the industrial site possibilities, while the lack of county-wide sewerage
and inadequate water mains in some county areas were shown to be handicapping

Cobb County's industrial development.

In this initial report of the preliminary appraisal of Cobb County's in-
dustrial land potential were included descriptions of three existing industrial
districts and of 13 site areas ranging up to 2,000 acres in extent. These
potential site areas were described mainly with respect to their accessibility
to transportation and utilities and their topographic feasibility, without

regard to ownership.

The present report further amplifies and refines the information and data
on the site areas selected in the preliminary investigations. Property owner-
ships have been of particular importance in this second stage of the study,
since the task of assembling sizable acreages of industrial land is directly
in proportion to the number of ownerships involved. Because of undue multipli-
city of ownerships, one of the initially selected site areas has been removed

from further industrial consideration. This ownership factor, in truth, has

reduced substantially the apparently available acreage in most of the remaining
site areas. On the other hand, the additional field investigations of this
second stage have added to the industrial land potential of the Powder Springs
and Marietta areas, have developed the possibility of bringing rail service to
the site area east of Kennesaw, and have revealed commencement of a fourth

industrial district in the South Cobb area along the Chattahoochee River.

In this final appraisal of the Cobb County industrial site situation,
the area south of lLennesaw still remains the best large potential site area
to be found in the county at the present time. The South Cobb area along the

Chattahoochee River, despite the present lack of rail service, appears to
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have an exccllent potential. The existing Cobb-Marietta Industrial Park at
Mariettla, under current plans for its expansion, should have no difficulty in
growinJ to the full extent of its limited acreage; the coming of Interstate
75 shoJld stimulate substantially the future growth of this district and the
expansion of industry into the other lands adjacent to this new superhighway
route. A more limited but nonetheless attractive non-rail site situation
exists near Marietta in the Franklin-Delk road area, which is favored by two

interchanges to Interstate Highway 75.

In addition to the descriptions of site areas in the present report, each
is supplemented by property-line and topographic maps and, in most instances,
by aerial photograpis. In experienced hands, this assemblage of information,
used in conjunction with the findings of the initial report, makes possible

independent appraisal of the potential of any specific site area.
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INTRODUCTION

Background

Cobb County is a part of the metropolitan Atlanta area, being situated
immediately north and west of Fulton County, of which Atlanta is the county
seat. The growth of this huge metropolitan complex has been felt increasingly
in Cobb County, especially over the last decade or so when many of the new
residential developments in south Cobb County came into being in response to

the Atlanta expansion.

The tremendous operation of the Lockheed-Georgia Company at Marietta, em-
ploying about 18,000, has so dominated the industrial picture of Cobb County
that other developments have seemed relatively insignificant. On the whole,
however, the county has experienced some degree of industrial growth in recent
years. Since 1945, 11 companies have started operations in Marietta alone.*
Yet the Cobb County Chamber of Commerce thinks that the industrial growth has
not been in proportion to the county's possibilities, in view of the proximity
to Atlanta. 1In fact, there is the local tendency to compare Cobb County's
industrial growth with that of DeKalb County and, to some extent, with that of
Fulton County. The fact is cited that in those counties are thousands of acres
of land that have been developed and promoted as industrial districts or sim-
ilar industrial subdivisions which have served as major magnets in the attrac-
tion of manufacturing plants, distribution warehousing, and laboratories or
related research facilities. On the other hand, it is pointed out that Cobb
County presently has less than 500 acres of land in industrial districts, with
approximately 507 of this land only now being in the initial stages of develop-

ment.

The industrial successes of DeKalb and Cobb counties are not strictly com=-
parable, as will be shown later, and especially not on the basis of available
industrial districts or similarly developed lands. Land is only one of numer-
ous factors involved in industrial growth, although admittedly, the availabil-
ity of land is an essential factor in such growth. It is obvious that, if a
community or an area promotes itself as a location for new industries, there

must be land available to accommodate those new plants.

* Marietta, Georgia Population and Economy, Marietta Planning Board, June
1964,

.



Scope of Study

The Cobb County Chamber of Commerce, on the basis of the foregoing premise,
contracted with the Georgia Tech Industrial Development Division to study the

industrial site situation in Cobb County.

Early in the summer of 1964, as the first phase of this study, a prelim-
inary appraisal was made of all county areas of 100 acres or more that were
topographically adaptable to industrial development and also were within eco-
nomic reach of utilities and transportation. Because of the rugged terrain in
the county, topographic adaptability of land was estimated on the basis of a
maximum relief of 60 feet over 100 acres or more, rather than on the 40-foot
relief preferred for areas of such size. 1Initial intensive topographic map
study identified more than 20 potential site areas, with special regard being
given in their selection to the county's changing highway pattern as affected
by the new Interstace Highways 20 and 75 and the Atlanta Perimeter Expressway
285. 1In this preliminary selection of site areas, neither property ownership
nor possible availability of the areas was considered. All of these site areas
were subsequently field-checked as to actual topographic and geologic condi-
tions, as well as to proximity to water, sewer, and natural gas services, trans-
portation access, aad similar pertinent factors. These investigations resulted
in the elimination of the least favorable situations, and only eight site areas
remained for appraisal in the 19-page summary report issued in August 1964 as

Technical Report No. 1 under the title of Appraisal of Industrial Site Poten-

tials in Cobb County, Georgia.

The present report on the second phase of the Cobb County industrial site
study has been directed mainly toward the amplification of information on the
site areas identified in the initial appraisal. Property ownerships have re-
ceived primary attention since this is an important factor in the assemblage
of sizable industrial acreages. Obviously, such assemblage is most feasible
where the least number of owners is involved. Conversely, multiplicity of
ownerships has been the cause, in the present phase of this study, for the

elimination of two areas identified in the initial report.

Additional data also have been assembled in the present report on the
topographic, transportation, and utilities factors as they relate to the vari-
ous site areas. 1In order to present these findings as comprehensively as pos-

sible, the discussions of individual site areas are accompanied by appropriate
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aerial photographs, topographic maps, and property-line maps. In all cases
where developmental problems are apparent, suggestions for their possible solu-

tion are given.

The property-line maps, especially compiled for this report, are based
upon the county tax assessment maps and records, U, S. Geological Survey
topographic maps, Marietta Planning Board maps, and other map and property-
line data from local sources. On these property-line maps, the site areas are
identified and delimited by a line-pattern overlay. Property ownerships, as
given on these maps, are believed to be generally correct and current, but it
is recognized that some recent transfers of property undoubtedly have been
omitted in their compilation. Hence, any person interested in a specific par-
cel of land should check the county records as to current ownership. All prop-
erty lines and acreages given on the maps of this report are approximate onliy,
and no assurance of the accuracy of such lines and figures can be given. It
is further emphasized that the identification of properties within the selected
site areas is not intended to indicate or even suggest that such acreages are
for sale or can be purchased. 1In fact, no attempt has been made to ascertain

the availability of the site areas described in this report.

Although the ownership factor has resulted in the elimination of certain
site areas and the reduction in size of most of the others, this second phase
of the site study has added a new site area in the vicinity of Powder Springs
-- to the east of Noses Creek along the Seaboard Air Line Railroad. Further,
the initial appraisal of the Greers Chapel-Roberts roads area has been modified

from a strictly non-rail situation to a possible rail situation.



COBB COUNTY TOPOGRAPHY AND SERVICES

Topography

The topography of Cobb County ranges from mountainous and hilly terrain
to rolling uplands. 1In the vicinity of Marietta, Big Kennesaw Mountain rises
to an elevation of 1,808 feet above sea level, while some 12 to 13 miles to

the south, along the Chattahoochee River, the elevation is about 750 feet.

The numerous creeks and other streams of the county generally drain south
to the Chattahoochee River or northward to the Allatoona Reservoir of the
Etowah River. The interstream upland areas range around the 1,000- to 1,100-
foot elevation, with immediate relief being up to 150 to 200 feet along many
streams throughout the county. Thus, the terrain is best described as dis-
tinctly hilly, except for limited areas where broad spurs or other interstream
divides are relatively flat-topped to rolling. Some of these topographically

favorable areas are in the vicinity of Kennesaw and Powder Springs.

Transportation

The railroad pattern in Cobb County is fairly good. The Seaboard and
Southern railroads extend east-west across the southern quarter of the county,
with the lines locally being closely parallel. The Louisville & Nashville
Railroad crosses the county northwest to southeast, with a branch to Knoxville
going north from Marietta. The relatively rugged terrain traversed by these
railroads over much of the county has been a limiting factor in the development
of industrial sites, since any large development of that kind usually requires

access to railroad service.

From the standpoint of present highway access, Cobb County has only one
first-class major highway route, this being U. S. Highway 41. This four-lane
highway crosses northwest-southeast through the county, serving Marietta di-
rectly and coming close to Smyrna, Kennesaw, and Acworth. The new Federal
Interstate Route 75 will run roughly parallel to U. S. 41 from Marietta south-
east to Atlanta, but the exact route north of Marietta has not been finally
decided. It is apparent that the Cobb County part of this highway is still
several years away from completion. Interstate Route 20 crosses the southern
tip of the county, and this part of the route east to downtown Atlanta is near-

ing completion. The Atlanta Perimeter Expressway, now nearly completed to its
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junction with U. S. 41 between Marietta and Atlanta, curves through a small
segment of the southeast quadrant of the county. These new traffic arteries,
when completed, should serve to stimulate industrial growth in Cobb County,
especially where lands cgn be acquired in proximity to these routes. It would
greatly strengthen the county's future industrial position if selected parts
of the present county highway network were made into first-class heavy-duty
routes that would afford direct and ready access to both Interstate 20 and 75.
This would permit development of certain favorable areas, notably along the
Canton (State 5) Highway north of Marietta and in the vicinity of Powder
Springs, which now are far removed from the interstate routes and presently

are poorly served by out-moded State highway routes.

Utility Services

The Cobb County-Marietta Water Authority now obtains water from the Chat-
tahoochee River (water from the Allatoona Reservoir also will be obtained soon)
and supplies it to the municipal systems of Marietta, Acworth, Kennesaw, Smyrna,
and Powder Springs. The authority also serves the Cobb County Water and Sewer-
age System, which distributes water to unincorporated areas and several large
industrial concerns, including Lockheed-Georgia Company. Austell obtains its
water supply from Sweetwater Creek, but also has standby service from the Cobb

County water system.

The six Cobb County incorporated cities and unincorporated Clarkdale have
sewerage systems. The Marietta and Smyrna systems are implemented through the
Cobb County Water and Sewerage System, and in the county areas, sewerage has
been extended to the Fair Oaks area, west of Smyrna, and the South Cobb area,
which is in the second stage of development. The lack of sewerage elsewhere
in the county is a handicap to the industrial development of most of the lands
considered in this survey. While the use of oxidation ponds or package sewage
plants may suffice in the initial development stage of an industrial district,
the availability of sewers for such development is a definite attraction, since
the developer is relieved of the additional expense of providing his own waste

disposal facilities.

Most of Cobb County is supplied with natural gas by the Atlanta Gas Light

Company. The City of Austell owns and operates its own municipal system and
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is franchised to serve the southwest quadrant of the county, including Powder

Springs and Mableton.

INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS IN COBB COUNTY

Cobb County currently has three "industrial districts" within the liberal
meaning of that term, i.e., areas that, to a greater or lesser degree, have
been planned and promoted for the accommodation of a community of industrial
plants or related activities. A fourth district is in the initial stage of

development. (See p. 41.)

Cobb-Marietta Industrial Park (1)7c

The first and oldest of these districts is the Cobb-Marietta Industrial
Park, which fronts the four-lane U. S. Highway 41 in the northeast part of Mari-
etta. (See Plate 1.) A total of about 100 acres has been developed here with
gas, water, sewers, paved streets, and rail service through a lead track from
the Louisville & Nashville Railroad. A 1l4-inch water main along U. S. 41 sup-
plies the district and a new 20-inch main, also to be laid along that highway,
will afford additional supply. Sewage is disposed to a 10-inch sewer of the
city system. Natural gas is supplied from a major main of the Atlanta Gas

Light Company along U. S. 41.

Available land within the developed part of the district has been largely
absorbed by the 18 manufacturing plants, warehouses, and other operations estab-
lished there since its opening five years ago. (See Figure 2.) Plans currently
are under way to open up approximately 75 acres of the Stephens and McCleskey
lands lying north c¢f the district in Land Lots 945, 946, and 999 and extending
to the projected route of Interstate Highway 75. (See Figure 2.) The terrain
here, as shown on the topographic map, is part of the system of broad, moder-
ately rolling ridge spurs developed between Allgood and Canton roads by the
drainage of Sope Creek. 1In general, the land within the district area is open
fields over which elevation differences generally do not exceed 60 feet. (See

Figure 3.)

* Numeral in parenthesis refers to location on accompanying county map
(Figure 1) and elsewhere in this report.
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(Photo by Thomas M. Lowe, Jr. & Associates, Inc., Atlanta)
Plate 1. The Cobb-Marietta Industrial Park at Marietta, with adjacent developable
site areas. (See Figure 2.) Note the "Elizabeth'" site area (No. 8), west
of Canton Road over to 0ld Bells Ferry Road.
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Since Interstate 75 will have an interchange with Canton Road, this new
superhighway should substantially enhance the attractiveness of the existing
district and should stimulate the additional industrial development of the
lands north of its route up to Sawyers Road, particularly those parts in Land
Lots 946, 947, 926, 927, and 998, where the terrain continues to remain topo-
graphically favorable. Already two new enterprises have located here along
the eastward extension of Owenby Road -- the Andrew Brown Company plant, re-
cently built adjacent to the railroad, and the plant of Wagner Tape Print,
under construction in mid-November. (See Figure 2.) Presently, there are
only a few residences in the subdivision south of Sawyer Road, at its inter-
section with the Canton Road, and in the "King Estates'" subdivision north
across the former road. However, extensive residential subdivisions have en-
croached seriously upon the area farther east along Sawyer Road and south
along Allgood Road. While these residential developments obviously tend to
depreciate the industrial potential of the remaining usable lands in this
Canton-Sawyer roads area, especially for heavy industry, there should be no
conflict here if, in the positioning of additional industry, proper considera-

tion is given to the existing nearby residential subdivisions.

Home Transportation Co. Industrial District (2)

A new industrial district, embracing a 62-acre area in Land Lots 713 and
728 (Figure 12), is in the initial developmental state just southeast of Mari-
etta city limits on Franklin Road, about one~fourth mile south of its junction
with Delk Road. (See p. 36.) The property is owned by the Home Transportation
Company of Marietta, and the first buildings will be for warehousing operations.
Three structures were under construction in the fall of 1964, one of which will

house the company's offices.

This location is non-rail, but it has the advantage of proximity to the
Interstate 75 interchange with Delk Road. It is planned to extend the latter

road to nearby U. S. 41 and to South Cobb Drive.

A 10-inch water main will be laid to this district, off the 20-inch
county main which is along U. S. 41, one-quarter mile to the southwest. Nat-
ural gas is available from a major main of the Atlanta Gas Light Company also

along that highway. Sewerage to the district is anticipated.
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Metropolitan Atlanta Industrial Center (3)

A 200-acre industrial district, known as the '"Metropolitan Atlanta Indus-

trial Center,"

currently is under development in the extreme southeast part of
Cobb County. This new district fronts three-quarters of a mile along the Chat-
tahoochee River from near its crossing by the Marietta Industrial Boulevard
(Georgia Highway 3). (See Figure 4 and Plate 2.) The area also is crossed by
the main lines of the Seaboard Air Line and Louisville & Nashville railroads,
both of which will give service to the district. In addition, service will be
available from the Southern Railway. The Atlanta Perimeter Expressway, which
will be less than one-half mile to the west, will have interchanges with the
Marietta Industrial Boulevard and also with nearby South Cobb Drive. Under
present plans, the Marietta Industrial Boulevard is to be re-aligned and wid-
ened from the river northwest to the Atlanta Perimeter Expressway. Thus, the
district has ready access to downtown Atlanta, some six miles to the southeast,
and when the Perimeter Expressway is built, to all of the six legs of the
interstate highway system that will eventually emanate from the center of

Atlanta.

Electric power, natural gas, sewerage, and water are available in this
district. An 18-inch county water main along Georgia Highway 3 serves the

district.

POTENTIAL SITE ARFAS

Kennesaw (4)

The area immediately south of Kennesaw, across U. S. Highway 41, was ini-
tially identified in this survey as having the greatest industrial potential in
Cobb County. While this appraisal still stands, the area apparently best suited
to development has teen reduced to some 1,200 acres within the six ownerships
shown in Figure 5. <To the east of this selected area over to the Dock Green
(also called "Stanley") Road and beyond, the multiplicity of ownerships pre-
cludes reasonable assembly of sizable acreages. Beyond that part of the selec-
ted area lying immediately south of Stilesboro Road, the somewhat less favorable
terrain and the increased cost of railroad lead track extensions have served to
eliminate from further consideration those acreages initially surveyed down to

the Burnt Hickory Road. (See Report 1, page 6.)
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Plate 2. The Metropolitan Atlanta Industrial Center in south Cobb County, as seen
looking south toward downtown Atlanta. {(See Figure 4.)
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Figure 4. Topographic map of southeast Cobb County area showing location of
the Metropolitan Atlanta Industrial Center along the Chattahoochee

River. (See Plate 2.)
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This selected 1,200-acre site area consists mainly of rolling open farmland
or lightly timbered land (Plate 3) which, as shown by the topographic map of
Figure 6, has a maximum elevation range of 120 feet. Over most of the area,
however, the elevation difference is within a 50- to 60-foot range. Since the
area apparently has a clay cover of considerable depth and relative freedom
from rock, grading would be practicable. Several branches of the upper reaches

of Noonday Creek drain northeasterly through the area.

The transportation facilities afforded this site area are above average.
U. S. Highway 41 bounds the north side of the area for nearly one-half mile,
and this important four-lane route would add definite prestige value to any
industrial district established here. Further, the route of Interstate High-
way 75 probably will pass to the east of Kennesaw, within a mile or two of the
junction of 01ld U. S, Highway 41 and the present four-lane highway. The Stiles-
boro Road, an important east=-west county route, crosses the southern part of
the site area, while the Dock Green and Due West Kennesaw roads are north-south

connectors between the Stilesboro Road and U. S. Highway 41.

The Louisville & Nashville Railroad bounds, in part, the west side of this
site area and then curves south-southeast across it, passing east ‘from it near
the Stilesboro Road. (See Figure 6.) A lead track can be taken off at grade
about the mid-point of the trackage across Land Lot 176, and this lead could be
readily extended into the adjoining Land Lot 205. The railroad tracks also are
at grade at the Dock Green Road crossing, and extension of lead tracks from
that point appears practicable for servicing the southern parts of the area,

particularly for the lands lying south of the Stilesboro Road.

A 30-inch water main along the Stilesboro Road, supplied from the county's
new storage reservoir on Pine Mountain a mile or two to the west, provides an
excellent water source, capable of supplying any substantial industrial instal-
lations that may be located in this area. Supplemental water supplies are
available from a l4-inch main along Old U. S. Highway 41 and an 8-inch main

along Dock Green Road.

Natural gas is available from a major main of the Atlanta Gas Light Com-
pany along U. S. Highway 41 at its intersection with Old U. S. 41. The company

also has projected a main across the site area, paralleling the Stilesboro

Road.
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(Photo by Thomas M. Lowe, Jr. & Associates, Inc., Atlanta)
Plate 3. Site area No. 4 south of Kennesaw, showing northern part of area
down to crossing of Dock Green Road by the Louisville & Nashville

Railroad. (See Figure 5.) Note proximity of McCullom Airport.
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(From U. S. G. S. Kennesaw and Marietta quadrangles)
Topographic map of areas east and south of Kennesaw, showing loca-
tions of site areas 4 and 5. (See Plates 3 and 4.)
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From the standpoints of sizable acreage within a minimum number of owner-
ships, railroad and highway access, and water and gas availability, this site
area is without parallel in Cobb County at the present time. The lack of
sewerage is a handicap to its development, but that is not an insurmountable
obstacle. Either oxidation ponds or package sewage plants, or both, could
service the initial developments in this site area, with effluent drainage
through the branches of Noonday Creek. Eventually, sewage disposal should be

to sewers of the county system,

Because of this area's size and the diversity of terrain, the development
of an industrial district here should be initiated in the northern part, speci-
fically in the J. E. Jordan tract of Land Lot 176, with concomitant acquisition
of the tracts in Land Lots 205 and 214. (See Figure 5.) These tracts have
definite prestige value because of their proximity to U. S. Highway 41, and
this, combined with their quite favorable topography and ready access to the
railroad, will facilitate their promotion and tend to keep developmental costs
at a minimum. On the other hand, even though that part of the area adjacent to
the Stilesboro Road has as favorable terrain, and possibly better on the south
side of that road, the more lengthy extension of rail service into that part
would result in higher developmental costs. Further, this more southerly part
of the area is less attractive because of its greater distance from the major

highway routes.

Greers Chapel-Roberts Roads Area (5)

Of several non-rail site areas initially surveyed near Kennesaw (Report 1,
pp. 8-9), the area lying on both sides of the Greers Chapel Road (Figure 7)
appears to be most suitable for development. The future potential of this
area will be especially good if Interstate 75, as expected, passes within a

mile east of Greers Chapel Road.

Here, on the east side of that road, are at least 110 acres in only two
ownerships, while west of the road are an estimated 325 acres in three owner-
ships extending nearly to 0ld U. S. 41, now Georgia Highway 293. The land
over this area, as Figure 6 shows, is mainly rolling fields with elevation
differences that range from 20 to 50 feet west to Noonday Creek, excepting a
small knoll that rises to over 60 feet on the Troy Chastain tract west of the

road (Land Lot 171). To the north and northwest of Noonday Creek in this

-18-
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eastern part of the area are the properties of Vulcan Materials Company and
the extensive granite quarrying operations of its Stockbridge Stone Division.

(See Plate 4.)

The Kennesaw sewage disposal plant is on the west bank of Noonday Creek,
north of the paved connector road between Greers Chapel Road and McCullom
Parkway to the west. (See Figure 7.) The sewage plant drains to this creek,
and it would seem probable that sewage from any industrial developments in

this area could have gravity flow by sewer to this plant.

In the western part of this site area, between Noonday Creek and Georgia
Highway 293 (0l1d U. S. 41) and south to Roberts Road, the terrain consists of
several spurs formed by the drainage of Noonday Creek. The resultant rolling
topography shows an elevation range up to 80 feet, somewhat greater than that
of the above-described eastern part of this area, but despite this relief, it

appears possible to bring railroad service to this western section of the area.

Our observations indicate that a rail lead probably could be taken off
the main line of the Louisville & Nashville Railroad just north of its under-
pass crossing of U. S. Highway 41. The grade in the immediate vicinity of the
take-off point may reach the acceptable maximum of 37, and then some 1,000 feet
of fill will be necessary to bring the lead to the crossing of Georgia Highway
293 near the extreme northwest corner of Land Lot 175. (See Figure 6.) How-
ever, from here on the lead could be extended into the site area as far as
Noonday Creek in Land Lot 174 without exceeding an estimated average grade of
2%. 1f the creek were bridged, such lead track could be extended into Land
Lot 173 at least as far as the Quarry Road with an equally favorable grade.
Admittedly, this proposed extension of rail service into the site area would
entail a substantial investment, yet it is possible that the availability of
such transportation service would sufficiently enhance the land values to off-

set this additional developmental cost.

This western part of the area also is immediately south of the Cobb County
McCullom Airport, and its proximity further enhances the industrial attractive-
ness of this land as well as that of the other parts of the site area. Since
there are existing residential properties along both Greers Chapel and Roberts
roads, these have been excluded from this site area, as has a strip fronting
along Georgia Highway 293. The latter exclusion is made because of our belief

that this frontage is best adaptable to commercial usage.
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(Photo by Thomas M. Lowe, Jr. & Associates, Inc., Atlanta)
Plate 4. The Greers Chapel-Roberts roads site area, east of Kennesaw. (See

Figure 7.)
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Immediately south of Roberts Road is a triangular 37-acre tract of Roy
Roberts that fronts along the four-lane U. S. Highway 41 over to Vaughan Road.
(See Figure 7.) This acreage affords an exceptionally fine prestige location
for either industrial or commercial developments or both. The elevation range
here is largely within 40 feet, but in the eastern part, the tract is drained
by Noonday Creek and the bottomlands here would be subject to flood. (See
Figure 6.) Nevertheless, the western upland area in the apex of the triangle
formed by the junction of U. S. 41 and Georgia 293 is sufficiently large to
accommodate a sizable industry and still permit use of the triangle point, at
the highway junctions, for a motel or other commercial development. East of
Vaughan Road, the land between Roberts Road and U. S. Highway 41 over to
Greers Chapel Road rises as much as 120 feet above Noonday Creek and the

development possibilities are considerably more limited.

North of the connector road between McCullom Parkway and Greers Chapel
Road up to the Big Shanty Road is a site area of considerable promise, if the
Interstate Highway 75 route crosses it or passes close to the eastward. This
area, embracing over 300 acres in parts of Land Lots 132 to 135 (shown in part
in Figure 6), is much wooded and has a terrain largely within a 40-foot eleva-
tion range. Drainage is by tributaries of Noonday Creek which enter that
stream near the Kennesaw sewage plant. Thus, gravity sewerage disposing to
that plant would be afforded this area. Extension of McCullom Parkway to an
interchange with Interstate 75 would provide excellent transportation service

for the area.

Only four ownerships are involved in this 300-acre area, with some 170 of
those acres owned by Frank and Helen Burt (east halves of Land Lots 132 and
135, nearly all of 133 and the north half of 134). Thus, assemblage of this
acreage might be reasonably feasible, but the Pinetree Country Club property
lies immediately north of Big Shanty Road and the proximity of such property
would necessitate special care in the industrial development of this 300-acre
site area. This would be especially true for any industries locating close to
Big Shanty Road. In fact, a small area south of Big Shanty Road in the south-
west quadrant of Land Lot 132 is recorded in the name of the Pinetree Country
Club, and the usage of that acreage should be investigated prior to any indus-

trial consideration of this potential site area.
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A 6-inch county water main extends along Roberts Road from U. S. Highway
41, while another 6-inch main of the Kennesaw system is available to the con-
nector road between McCullom Parkway and Greers Chapel Road. Either of these
mains would be inadequate to supply any substantial industrial operations in

this area.

A major natural gas main of the Atlanta Gas Light Company along U. S.
Highway 41 turns northwest into Kennesaw along Georgia Highway 293 at the
junction of these highways. Roberts Road also joins Georgia 293 at practi-

cally this same junction.

Acworth(6)

The largest potential site area identified in northern Cobb County is im-
mediately east of the city limits of Acworth. The ownership factor, however,
has forced revision of our initial estimate of some 400 acres to probable avail-
ability of around 230 acres within three ownerships. (See Figure 8.) East of
this potential site area, there is a multiplicity of land ownerships, including
those of White's Lake subdivision, that would render difficult the additional

assemblage of any sizable acreage.

In this potential 230-acre area, lying between the Hickory Grove Road on
the south and the Cherokee Road on the north, the land is considerably wooded
(Plate 5) and more or less bisected by Tanyard Creek, with elevation differences

ranging between 40 and 60 feet. (See Figure 9.)

The Louisville & Nashville Railroad closely parallels the south side of
the Hickory Grove Road and is on a fill over the frontage distance of the site
area. Nevertheless, a lead track can be taken off very near to grade at a
point about 100 feet east of the city limits. This lead then can be extended
along the rights-of-way between the railroad and highway, with reasonable
gradé, for an additional 2,000 feet until about the vicinity of the Georgia
Power transmission line. Here the north side of the highway is free of resi-
dences, and the lead track can cross the highway at grade and be extended north

into the site area proper.

The City of Acworth has extended sewerage to within easy reach of this
site area and a 6-inch water main is along the Hickory Grove Road, although
such main is undersized for supplying any considerable industry that might be

located in this site area.
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Plate 5. Site area No. 6, east of Acworth. (See Figure 8.)
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A major natural gas main of the Atlanta Gas Light Company turns west along
the Hickory Grove Road near the east city limits of Acworth, or less than a

mile from the center of the site area.

Although the exact route of Interstate Highway 75 through this northern
part of Cobb County has not been definitely settled, it seems likely that this
highway will pass east-southeast of Acworth, within a mile or so of this site
area. If that route does materialize, then the potential of the site area
will be greatly enhanced, especially if the Hickory Grove Road is converted to

a heavy-duty highway with an interchange to Interstate 75.

North Canton Road (7)

Our preliminary survey identified an area about 4% miles north of Marietta
along the Canton Road (State Highway 5) that lies mainly east of the Louisville
& Nashville Railroad, between Ebenezer Road on the north and Blackwell Road on
the south. (See Plate 6.) Actually, only about 260 acres in two ownerships,
mainly the holdings of John R. Strother, could be assembled here. (See Figure
10.) The remainder of the 400-acre area is rendered infeasible for industrial
development by the multiplicity of ownerships, including some residential sub-

divisions.

The elevation differences over this 260-acre area are mainly within an
80-foot range, but in parts of Land Lots 347, 348, and 374 is a knoll that
rises to 140 feet. (See Figure 11.) The land slopes gradually toward the
center of the area to a drainage line tributary to Little Noonday Creek along
the west side, and elevation differences over most of the area here do not ex-

ceed 60 feet.

The terr