Conversion to Organic Farming; Experiences from Punjab and Uttarakhand
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Organic field in Dehradun, Uttarakhand




Vandana Shiva, founder of Navdanya
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‘he'way to feed the world in the future is with the help of millions of farmers
and mittions of microbes in a healthy soil, &Y.



What are the sS0cCIO- ecdnomtc and p I|t|,cal cbndltlons that‘lead small farmersto accept an
alternative model, and how and to’ hat exten are they convertlng to LN ;’ AL
. » _ X ¥ ; .
How does’ Navdanya Khet| V| rasat (the herltage 0] farmlng) an&smllar organlzat|ons work
how do they teach small farmers about organlc agrlculture and blodlver5|ty conservation?
Iy .:{_* N \

™,
-



Pakistan

China

I
%0

|

India 3:| | v (_'|

State or Union Territory
% National Capital
@ State or Union Torritory Capital

a 200 400 Kilmieters
1 1 " —

8 " 2050 Ml
© Nations Online Project

Methods

N =250 (F 79, M 171)

89 in-depth interviews

16 Focus group interviews
Participant observation
during 12 months fieldwork

in 8 districts in 4 states:

Bathinda and
Patiala

Punjab:

Uttarakhand: Dehradun and
Uttarkashi

West Bengal: Medinipur
and
Darjeeling

Tamil Nadu: Nilgiris and
Nagapattinam



Punjab: The Breadba%et of India
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With women in Bathinda, Punjab




Punjab: In-depth interview

With farm-laborer, farm-owner
and translator in Bathinda
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Polluted irrigation water canal




One of the founders of Kheti Virasat,
with his son and grandson in their
organic farm in Patiala

in front of an insect trap




Organlc Farmlng in Pun]ab
Acrelatively minor number i
of predominantly small, = ¥
but also.some medium and a few large farmers in Punjab have converted to organlc
farming method.s and the number is mcreasmg '

Kheti Vi rasat;

Training in organic farming methods

Traditional seed,

Cow dung is an important input in organic farming

Three years i .
of lowered Crop yield,. -« & "
while similar levels of profitcomp
to the use of conventional rnsefhed;' __
Later similar yield to that Of e - |
conventional method ,--w : : ~ Domestic biogas production fram cow dung




The challenge in this region is to produce enough crop to maintain

the family on a relatively small plot, while preserving a fragile ecosystem,
including the surrounding forest, used for grazing cattle and the collection
of fodder, firewood, and medicinal and aromatic herbs



Organic village in Uttarkashi, Uttarakhand
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ﬁ: .gﬁraénic mountain farming of red rice
- on terraced fields in Purola, Uttarakhand



/ Organic vermi compost



Store selling agricultural inputs,
Purola; Uttarakhand

Hybrid seed, mineral fertilizers
and chemical pesticides are sold
and used in Uttarakhand.

The government has taken steps
to encourage and support the teaching of
organic farming.

Uttarakhand has a rich biodiversity

both in wild plants and agricultural crops
and there are ancient as well as

new seed banks in use around the state.

Local farmers cultivate a number of
traditional crops that are famous for
their taste and quality; these include
for example, red rice, basmati rice
and a variety of beans,

which are sold as niche produce

in Delhi and Mumbai.
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apeetﬁ; Navdanya’s re arm, Dehradun, Uttarakhand

The seed bankﬁt Bija
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Rekha, an 18-year old
farmer, the youngest
participant in my study:.

She is standing in front
of the family’s seed
bank.

These buildings are
often heavily decorated

and part of an ancient
tradition.




n
(EEENURLENLE

d.\
c
(q0]

o

~
(40
A
(40
p

D
<
o
Sk
>

(0

2
c
(q0)

o

o

D
<5
n







Key Findings

My research indicates that if a

farmer converts to organic farming
from an intensive conventional system,
or tries to make a living on a small
holding in difficult terrain, she or he can
attain a good livelihood using
sustainable methods.

More importantly, the organizations that
assist the farmers in this transition are
crucial, because they teach the farmers
new methods and give practical

and moral support during a time

when they feel uncertain making

such a large change in how they

make their living.

The combination of being economically
independent, if still poor,

and having control over the inputs

and production methods on their farm,
Is really empowering.



= { In the political struggle for greater

& control over the traditional means
of production, the farmers also fight
a cultural struggle for traditional
knowledge and indigenous beliefs.

L Rejecting the notion that neoliberal
globalization is the only possible
framework for development,

1 Navdanya seeks to construct an

|| alternative, sustainable path,

# where the farmers convert to organic
9 agriculture and maintain community seed
= banks to protect themselves from the
~ " regime of chemical, industrial
agriculture and genetically modified
. seed.

+| Navdanya proclaims the farmers’ right to
- biodiversity, and to not cooperate with
iImposed intellectual property rights
/ (IPRs) systems that make

seed saving and exchange a crime.

‘ Seed bwns Uttarky b




My findings are consistent with much research on agricultural systems and sustainability
in recent years throughout the world; for example the extensive scientific literature that
Is the basis for the the International Assessment of Agricultural Knowledge, Science

and Technology for Development (IAASTD 2009) reports and reports presented by

the UN Human Rights Council (2010). In one sentence it could be phrased as:

Reinvestment in sustainable agriculture is vital to the realization of the right to food for all,
rural economic development with economically independent farmers,
healthy environments, adaption to climate change
and biodiversity conservation.
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