
University of Nebraska - Lincoln University of Nebraska - Lincoln 

DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln 

Great Plains Quarterly Great Plains Studies, Center for 

Spring 1999 

Review of Review of The Journals of the Lewis & Clark Expedition, Volume The Journals of the Lewis & Clark Expedition, Volume 

11: The J oumals of Joseph Whitehouse, May 14, 1804-April2, 11: The J oumals of Joseph Whitehouse, May 14, 1804-April2, 

18061806  Edited by Gary E. Moulton Edited by Gary E. Moulton 

Kerry R. Oman 
Brigham Young University 

Fred R. Gowens 
Brigham Young University 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/greatplainsquarterly 

 Part of the Other International and Area Studies Commons 

Oman, Kerry R. and Gowens, Fred R., "Review of The Journals of the Lewis & Clark Expedition, Volume 11: 
The J oumals of Joseph Whitehouse, May 14, 1804-April2, 1806 Edited by Gary E. Moulton" (1999). Great 
Plains Quarterly. 1556. 
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/greatplainsquarterly/1556 

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Great Plains Studies, Center for at 
DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln. It has been accepted for inclusion in Great Plains Quarterly by an 
authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln. 

https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/greatplainsquarterly
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/greatplainsstudies
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/greatplainsquarterly?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fgreatplainsquarterly%2F1556&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/365?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fgreatplainsquarterly%2F1556&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/greatplainsquarterly/1556?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fgreatplainsquarterly%2F1556&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages


The Journals of the Lewis & Clark Expedition, 
Volume 11: The J oumals of Joseph Whitehouse, 
May 14, 1804-April2, 1806. Edited by Gary 
E. Moulton. Lincoln: University of Nebraska 
Press, 1997. Bibliographic notes, index. xvii 
+ 459 pp. $55.00. 

This eleventh volume in the series of the 
Louis and Clark Expedition continues Gary 
Moulton's masterful work. Here the story of 
the journey is seen through the eyes of one of 
the enlisted men, Joseph Whitehouse, whose 
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journal is the only surviving record of a. pri­
vate on the expedition. In the introduction, 
Moulton briefly covers Whitehouse's life be­
fore and after the expedition, although there 
is little known of him during these times. He 
was one of the men who joined Lewis at 
Kaskasia, from Captain Russell Bissell's com­
pany of the First Infantry. The volume itself 
contains two versions of Whitehouse's record: 
his original notebook journal, which runs from 
14 May 1804 to 6 November 1805 (the re­
maining portion has unfortunately been lost); 
and a second version consisting of a para­
phrase of the journal written by a scribe or 
editor, and running from 14 May 1804 to 2 
April 1806. Although the paraphrased ver­
sion fills in some of the original journal's gaps, 
it too falls short of completing the journey. 
For the first time both the original journal 
text and the paraphrased text are shown side 
by side with corresponding annotated com­
ments at the end of each day's writing, mak­
ing this the most complete edition of the 
Whitehouse journal available. 

The format is consistent with the ten pre­
vious volumes. It carries forward the excel­
lent tradition which distinguishes Gary 
Moulton's work as one of the classic editorial 
series in American history. Much of what 
Whitehouse tells us is similar to, and at times 
verbatim with, the captains' journals. On oc­
casions when Whitehouse has included mate­
rial that is new or different from the captains' 
journals, Moulton offers useful explanations. 
The editor's cross-references to the captains' 
journals add greatly to the value of this vol­
ume for both the general reader and scholar. 

Historians interested in gaining a fuller 
understanding of the expedition must read 
this volume. It is also a good source for some­
one interested in reading about the journey 
who does not want to sift through the eight 
volumes of the captains' journals. One must 
remember, however, that Whitehouse's jour­
nal ends on 2 April 1806, several months 
prior to the Corps of Discovery's return to St. 
Louis. Although the two versions are at times 
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repetitious, this volume will prove to be the 
last necessary edition of Whitehouse's jour­
nal, unless further information comes to light. 

KERRY R. OMAN AND FRED R. GOWANS 

Department of History 
Brigham Young University 
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