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SCIENCE, New Series, Vol. 2, No. 40 (Oct. 4, 1895), pp. 449-450.

OoMoBER 4, 1895.]

SCIENCE. 449

THE EARLIEST NAME FOR STELLER’S SEA
COW AND DUGONG.

In 1811, Illiger published a number of
new genera,* proposing among others,
Rytina for the sea cow of Bering Island and
Halicore for the dugong of the Indian Ocean.
Nearly all recent writers on mammals have
adopted these genera, apparently overlook-
ing the fact that both animals had been
named before 1811. As early as 1794 Ret-
zius described the sea cow in the ¢ Handlin-
gar’ of the Stockholm Academy of Science,
placing it in a new genus which he called
Hydrodamalis,t and the species, based on the
Vacca marina of Steller, Hydrodamalis stelleri.
The generic description is sufficient to iden-
tify the animal even if the species and the
vernacular name used by Steller had not
been given. As Hydrodamalis has 17 years
priority over Rytina it should be adopted as
the generic name of the northern sea cow.
The earliest specific name is that given by
Zimmermann in 1780, and the species should
stand Hydrodamalis gigas (Zimm.). The
abandonment of Rytina necessitates a change
in the name of the family (Rytinide), which

* Prodromus Syst. Mamm. et Avium.
1 Kongl. Vetensk. Acad. nya Handlingar, Stock-
holm, XV., Oct.-Dec., 1794, p. 292,
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may be called Hydrodamalzdw, there being
no other.genus in the group.

Lacépéde, in 1801, used Dugong* as a
generic name for the sirenian ‘afterwards
called - Halicore by Illiger, but not being a
‘classical word it did not come into general -
use. Ag it is the first name for the genus
there seems to be no good reason for not
adopting it. The specific name was first
proposed by Miiller in 1778,1 who spelled it
dugon—without the final g. - This was evi-
dently not a misprint, as the same spelling
occurs twice. The name for the dugong
will, therefore, be Dugong dugon (Miiller),
while the unfortunate compound Dugongide
becomes necessary for the family, instead -
of the more euphonious Halicoride.

o T. S. PALMER.
‘WASHINGTON, D. C. , '

#* Mém. de V'Institut, Panq, 111, 1801, Nouv Tabl.
Méthod., p. 501. )
T Natursystems Suppl., 17'76 D 21—22



	The Earliest Name for Steller's Sea Cow and Dugong
	


	Text2: 
	Text1: 
	Text4: 
	Text3: 


