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ERRATUM

Corrections have been made to the Abstract and to Table 1 of the following
article. This article appeared in Great Plains Research 9 (Spring 1999): 87-94.
We apologize to the authors for the miscommunication and inconvenience.

GREATER PRAIRIE-CHICKEN HARVEST IN KANSAS:
EARLY VS. REGULAR SEASONS

Francis E. Durbian III

Box 89
Roy, MT 59471

Elmer J. Finck

Division of Biological Sciences
Emporia State University

P.O. Box 4050
Emporia, KS 66801-5087

and

Roger D. Applegate

Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks
P.O. Box 1525

Emporia, KS 66801-15252
[author for correspondenceJ

ABSTRACT-Populations of the greater pralne chicken
(Tympanuchus cupido pinnatus) in Kansas are managed to maintain
population size while providing recreational hunting potential. Our aim
in this study was to evaluate the effect of adding an early hunting season
(late September-October) to the regular season (November-late Janu
ary). We compared the hunting methods used and the harvest of greater
prairie-chickens during early and regular hunting seasons for 1990-91
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and 1991-92. The use of dogs and walkup hunting techniques were
emphasized in early season, whereas pass shooting in feeding fields was
emphasized in the regular season. During early season, the reported
harvest was composed predominantly of males (55-66%) and juveniles
(60-67%). During regular season, the harvest was also composed of
more males than females both years combined, but it had a similar
proportion of juveniles to adults (50-58%). The ratio of males:fema1es
varied between each season for the two years analyzed. However, the
ratio of juveni1es:adults was similar between years and larger during
early seasons than during regular seasons. Juvenile survival is generally
lower than adult survival; so, harvesting a larger proportion of juveniles
during the early season may mitigate some of the effect of an extended
hunting season.

TABLE 1

SEX AND AGE OF GREATER PRAIRIE-CHICKENS HARVESTED
DURING EARLY AND REGULAR HUNTING SEASONS,

1990-91 AND 1991-92

Age Reported
N % Juvenile

Sex Reported
N % Male

Early season hunt
1990-91 64

1991-92 .J.J.
137

Regular season hunt
1990-91 33

1991-92 101
134

67.2

60.3
63.5%

57.6

50.5
52.2%

47

29
76

8

92
100

66.0

55.2
61.8%

37.5

62.0
60.0%
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