University of Nebraska - Lincoln

DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln

Great Plains Research: A Journal of Natural and

Social Sciences Great Plains Studies, Center for

Spring 2007

Review of Native Americans in the School System: Family,
Community, and Academic Achievement by Carol J. Ward

Jon Reyhner
Department of Educational Specialties, Northern Arizona University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/greatplainsresearch

b Part of the Other International and Area Studies Commons

Reyhner, Jon, "Review of Native Americans in the School System: Family, Community, and Academic
Achievement by Carol J. Ward" (2007). Great Plains Research: A Journal of Natural and Social Sciences.
871.

https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/greatplainsresearch/871

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Great Plains Studies, Center for at
DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln. It has been accepted for inclusion in Great Plains Research: A
Journal of Natural and Social Sciences by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska -
Lincoln.


https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/greatplainsresearch
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/greatplainsresearch
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/greatplainsstudies
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/greatplainsresearch?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fgreatplainsresearch%2F871&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/365?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fgreatplainsresearch%2F871&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/greatplainsresearch/871?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fgreatplainsresearch%2F871&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

124

© 2007 Center for Great Plains Studies, University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Great Plains Research Vol. 17 No. 1, 2007

Native Americans in the School System: Family, Com-
munity, and Academic Achievement. By Carol J. Ward.
Lanham, MD: AltaMira Press, 2005. xiii + 267 pp. Fig-
ures, tables, notes, references, index. $34.95 paper.

The title of this volume promises more than the con-
tent delivers. The heart of the book is information from
Ward’s 1992 University of Chicago doctoral dissertation,
which focused on the social and cultural reasons leading
to students dropping out of school. Her first two chapters
provide a good review of research on dropouts and Indian
education; the following six focus on the results of her
1987-1989 study of 698 Northern Cheyenne, Crow, and
white high school students attending the Colstrip Public,
St. Labre Catholic, and Busby Tribal Schools in Montana.
Fifty-two percent of the students in this study were In-
dian, with a dropout rate of 45% .



Book Reviews

Ward found that after years of decreasing, dropout
rates were beginning to rise again. Using an ecological
holistic research approach with qualitative and quantita-
tive methods, she examined school, community, and fam-
ily influences that led to students staying in or dropping
out of school. Poverty, discrimination, and permissive/
noninterference child-rearing practices interacted with
other factors such as Native culture capital in determining
who dropped out and who did not.

As late as 1987, stores in a nearby “white” town posted
“No Indians” signs in their windows, and Ward quotes
Richard Littlebear, president of Chief Dull Knife College,
about the “historical hurt” from social bias and racism
that continues to affect American Indian adults and chil-
dren. Extracurricular activities, especially sports, could
have negative effects on students’ academic expectations
as well as the lack of jobs available to high school gradu-
ates. Many young women saw “being a mother was the
only adult role they felt they could assume successfully.”
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Peer pressure was also a factor and “even ‘good’ students
felt compelled to meet the expectations of Indian friends
to drink and ‘party’ on the reservation, where such activi-
ties were common.”

Citing a Bureau of Land Management study, Ward
writes about the Northern Cheyenne that “there is no
other reservation where the tribal members constitute a
majority of the population,” which is patently false for
both Montana and the United States.

Ward concludes “that Indian students cannot escape
some form of negative social bias or racism within the
school context, whether it takes the form of paternalism
by school personnel or prejudice from other students,”
and she found that a strong sense of tribal identity, includ-
ing tribal language fluency, or “cultural capital,” provides
an antidote for students to that social bias and racism,
reducing their chances for dropping out of school. Jon
Reyhner, Department of Educational Specialties, North-
ern Arizona University.
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