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SCIENCE’S COMPASS

Further Scrutiny of
Scientific Whaling

Normile reports on Japan’s expanded scien-
tific whaling program and notes that “Cana-
da, the United States, the Soviet Union,
South Africa, and Japan were among sever-
al countries that [conducted scientific whal-
ing] before 1982 [the year the IWC passed
the worldwide commercial moratorium on
whaling], but in recent years Japan has
stood alone.” Although true, this statement
omits three equally important points.

First, Iceland and Norway exploited the
scientific whaling provision allowed by the
IWC. Between 1986 and 1994 both countries
killed 651 whales in the name of science (),
and between 1987 and 1991 Japan imported
4146 metric tons of whale meat, including
4036 tons of research whale meat from Ice-
land (2). More meat might have been export-
ed, but in 1986 the IWC passed a resolution
on scientific whaling that recommended that
“the meat as well as the other products should
be utilised primarily for local consumption.”
Iceland withdrew from the IWC in 1992, and
Norway reinitiated commercial whaling for
minke whales in 1993 under its objection to
the IWC commercial moratorium.

Second, the number of whales killed in
scientific whaling programs before the com-
mercial moratorium was at most in the low
hundreds, and these programs were of limit-
ed duration. The Japanese started research
whaling for Antarctic minke whales in the
austral summer of 1987/88, which is when
the commercial moratorium began. They

have killed 4595 minke whales so far (/) and
are about to start whaling for the 14th year
(the first 2 years were called a “feasibility
study”). The Antarctic minke whale research
program is scheduled to continue until the
2003/04 season. In the North Pacific, the
Japanese started research whaling on minkes
in 1994 and have killed more than 500
whales (7). Since the 1987/88 season,
Japan’s research whaling program has taken
5181 whales, about 2.4 times as many as
were taken between 1949 and 1987 by all
other countries combined.

Third, the IWC established a Southern
Ocean Sanctuary in 1994 (Japan was the only
member nation that voted against it), but
since then Japan has continued to take all of
its annual catch of Antarctic minke whales
within the sanctuary boundary, despite re-
peated requests by IWC that it not hunt there.
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