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Aims 

This workshop will facilitate participants to:  
 Discuss the opportunities and challenges 

of a collaborative staff-student project 
approach  

 Consider how to engage with external 
research partners 

 Debate the merits of different types of 
research based assignments. 
 



Workshop format: 90 minutes  
 Introductions 
 Setting the scene: pedagogical drivers 
 Discussion: opportunities and challenges of a 

collaborative staff-student project approach 
 YSJU approach and experiences including 

engaging external partners 
 Discussion: how to engage with external 

partners 
 Debate: different dissertation assignment 

formats 
 Wrapping up, final comments & questions  

 



Introductions 
 
• Name 
• Role 
• Involvement with dissertation modules and / or 

student-staff collaborative research  



Students as Co-Researchers 
 3rd year BHSc(Hons) Occupational Therapy and 

Pre-Registration Occupational Therapy Masters 
Students. 

 Option to Collaborate in SCoRe for their final 
year project 

 Focus is on students and tutors collaborating as 
co-creators of knowledge  

 Provides students with an experience of real 
world, professionally relevant research and for 
some projects the whole research process. 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Honours degree students are engaging in research for dissertation modules. 

For those of us teaching on professional degrees, our students need to learn how they can contribute to the evidence base as practitioners and health care professions have an imperative for achieving evidence based practice and providing evidence of therapeutic outcomes to service commissioners



Research informed teaching 
Teaching can be (Griffiths, 2004): 
 research-led: content of what is taught is influenced 

directly by the research interests of the teaching staff. 
 research-oriented:  curriculum places an emphasis on 

teaching students inquiry skills and understanding research 
methods. 

 research-based: curriculum is focused on students 
acquiring knowledge through inquiry. Students have more 
control over their learning and the emphasis is much less on 
traditional transmission of knowledge from staff to students.  

 research-informed: The curriculum is informed by 
reflecting on and inquiry into teaching learning and 
assessment through pedagogic research and evaluation. 
 



Higher of Education Academy (HEA; 2015a) 

Framework for Student engagement through partnership 



Framework for Student 
engagement through partnership 
 

 Higher of Education Academy (HEA; 
2015a) 

 Partnership = a relationship in 
which all involved are actively 
engaged in, and stand to gain from, 
the process of learning and working 
together. 

 It enables and empowers students 
to engage deeply in their learning 
and enhancement.   

 For staff, working in partnership 
with students can help transform 
thinking about learning and teaching 
practices. 

 Subject based research and inquiry 

 

https://www.heacademy.ac.uk/sites/default/files/downloads/student-enagagement-through-partnership.pdf 
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(HEA; 2015b) 



 ‘All undergraduate students in all higher 
education institutions should experience 
learning through, and about, research and 
inquiry.  

 In undergraduate research, students learn 
and are assessed in ways that come as 
close as possible to the experience of 
academic staff carrying out their 
disciplinary research.’ 

   (Healey and Jenkins, 2009) 



(Healey, Flint and Harrington, 2014) 



(Healey, Flint and Harrington, 2014) 

Students and staff disseminating research together 



Discussion 
Opportunities for …. 
Challenges of …. 

a collaborative staff-student project approach 



Providing choices for research projects 

 Student as Co-Researcher Projects (SCoRe)  
Staff projects, some with external partners, undertaken in small 
groups. Can be: 
◦ primary research (range of qualitative, quantitative and mixed-

methods studies - including service evaluation)  or  

◦ secondary research (e.g. systematised critical literature reviews). 

 Critical literature reviews 
Student choice with a supervisor interested in the same topic 
area 

 Student led  projects 
Students suggest the focus and some initial ideas for 
methodology. Project is supervised by a staff member interested 
in that topic area / type of design. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Occupational therapy staff at YSJU have been taking a Student as Co-researcher (SCoRe) approach to our OT dissertation module for several years. 

Although participation in a SCoRe project is optional (students can chose to undertake an individual primary research project or Critical Literature review instead) the demand from students to engage in a group SCoRe project was higher than ever this academic year. 




Example Partners 

SCoRe projects have involved a range of external 
partners including: 
 
  Age UK York 

 Alzheimer’s Society 

 City of York Council 

 Dementia Forward 

 Roche Healthcare 

 Safe and Secure Homes (SASH) 

 York People First 

 Yorkshire and Humber Improvement Partnership (YHIP)  

 World Federation of Occupational Therapists  

“.. .particularly motivating to 
be part of bigger 

international WFOT project” 
Student comment 

“Working with an external 
professional on a real and 
current area of practise” 

(2018 Module evaluation: What did 
you like most about this module?) 



How do SCoRe projects develop?  
Some examples … 

 Responding to requests to support service evaluation 
(City of York Council, YorWellbeing service, CYC Falls 
prevention service, SASH) 

 Contributing to the development of professional guidance 
(Occupation focussed practice in secure hospitals, COT, 
2012) 

 Responding to needs identified from practice placements 
(York People First) 

 Responding to policy drivers (Stigma in dementia SCoRe 
project linked to National Dementia Strategy)  

 



How do SCoRe projects develop? 
 Responding to needs identified by clinical occupational 

therapists / services (e.g. ‘Cook and Eat project, the peer 
Mentoring project with a mental health trust) 

 SCoRE projects leading into & from staff research:  
◦ E.g. SCoRe project exploring changes in the occupational 

engagement of people with dementia and their carers (with 
Alzheimer’s Society) led to the identification of the need for a 
UK version of the ACS-UK 

◦ Staff project with HLS research assistant for the ACS-UK 
content validity study (1 year, OTJR article output) 

◦ Followed by Score projects to evaluate the face validity and 
clinical utility (x 2 years) and the reliability (x2 years with 3 
groups of students) of the ACS-UK 

“I felt 
proud to 

be apart of 
a group of 
students 

who were 
contributin

g to the 
evidence 

base of the 
ACS-UK” 

(level 3 OT 
student) 



Students’ Perceptions of Benefits 

 Transferable skills: “I have thoroughly enjoyed 
completing this SCoRe project with my group and feel that 
I have gained a lot of valuable, transferrable skills which I 
will be able to utilise in practice” 

 Inspiring future researchers: “After having the 
opportunity to take part in research and develop my skills 
and confidence, I would love to have the opportunity 
within my career to take part in more research in the 
future.”  
 
  (Quotes from 3rd year YSJ OT students) 

 
 



Students’ Perceptions of Benefits 

Employability:  
 
 “I feel it helped me get a job, I spoke about it in my 

interviews”  
 

 “I think it will be an asset when applying for jobs as it 
enables you to stand out and demonstrates a variety of 
skills such as being able to work as part of a team and 
being able to motivate and dedicate myself to a project”  

 
   (Quotes from 3rd year YSJ OT students) 
 



Discussion 
 Discussion how to engage with external 

research partners 
 



Assignment: Contributing to the evidence base 
 

 5,000 word written assignment and a 250 word 
abstract.  

 A journal article  
Students refer to the authors' guidelines for the British 
Journal of Occupational Therapy (BJOT).  

 Or  

 A service evaluation report 



Example Student evaluation comments: 

“I am very excited about 
the possibility of 

publishing our research 
into the British Journal 

of Occupational 
Therapy.” 

“I'd be really excited to turn it into a journal article for 
publication. …it is a great opportunity that wouldn't 
have been available to me without this score project. I 
think doing it as a journal article made sense to people 
and really helped me get into the project better. ” 

“Our sub-group was really motivated by 
possibility of a paper being published” 

 

“With the assignment being 
a co-authored journal 

article about our research 
project I felt I was much 

more engaged ” 



Dissemination examples 
International 

WFOT, DSDC, 
ENOTHE & COTEC 

conferences 

National 
BJOT publication,  HEA 
& RCOT conferences, 

COT National guidance 
(NICE accredited)  

Local 
Reports for organisations, 

YHIP workshop,  
Local supermarkets,  

Institution 
YSJU Talking about 

teaching conference   

 
Department 

3rd showcase Discover  
events in 2016 and 

2017 

 

Module 
SCoRe examples used 
across the curriculum 

“I was very 
excited and 

proud of our 
research group 

when our 
abstract was 

accepted for the 
conference. It 

felt all the hard 
work was worth 
it and it helped 

me to 
acknowledge 
that we had 

created a good 
quality piece of 

work which 
people would 
like to hear 

about.” 



Debate: Different dissertation 
assignment formats 

Advantages  Disadvantages 

Dissertation 

Journal 
article 

Research 
poster 

Paper 
presentation 



Questions to think about… 

 How might you encourage students to participate in co-
production of research? 
 

 How do we facilitate and motivate students to engage 
with research? 
 

 What will the opportunities and challenges be? 
 

 Does this need a culture shift? 



Action planning 

 Do you have existing research students 
could partner you in? 

 Which students? 
 What module? 
 When? 
 What would the assignment be? Written? 

Dissertation or article? Poster? 
Presentation? 

 Do you have ideas for external partners? 
 



Wrapping up: 
final comments & questions  

 



Thank you for your participation 



Some useful texts 
 Brew, Angela. (2006) Research and Teaching: Beyond the Divide. 

London 
 Healey M, Jenkins A (2009) Developing Undergraduate Research 

and Inquiry. York: Available from: 
https://www.heacademy.ac.uk/sites/default/files/developingund
ergraduate_final.pdf [accessed22 June 2018] 

 Griffiths, R (2004) "Knowledge production and the research-
teaching nexus: the case of the built environment disciplines", 
Studies in Higher Education 29 (6): 709-26. [accessed 22 June 
2018] 

 Jenkins A, Healey M (2005) Institutional Strategies to link 
teaching and research. Higher Education Academy.   
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