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PREFACE 

The study of towns i n a l l developing countries i s of 
v i t a l importance t o the understanding of the process of the 
urban growth and of the f u n c t i o n s of these towns and c i t i e s 
Rapid urban growth, the impact of r u r a l m - m i g r a t i o n , together 
w i t h the emergence of new i n d u s t r i e s and other economic and 
s o c i a l forces have created c e r t a i n urban and planning problems 
w i t h i n each c i t y 

T r i p o l i as an e x - c o l o n i a l and p r e - i n d u s t r i a l c i t y i s 
experiencing r a p i d urban growth and many urban problems 
associated w i t h the recent o i l development The w r i t e r began 
to be i n t e r e s t e d m the urban study of T r i p o l i i n 196k, and 
has continued h i s f i e l d work during a p e r i o d of f o u r years 
His research i s based t h e r e f o r e l a r g e l y on f i e l d work and h i s 
personal observations on the c i t y ' s urban development since 
the I t a l i a n r u l e 

A word i s necessaiy to e x p l a i n usage of c e r t a i n terms 
The w r i t e r has used the expression the "Madma" t o i n d i c a t e 
the name of the Old Town and the "Menshia" t o i n d i c a t e the 
new T r i p o l i outside of the w a l l e d town The w r i t e r has used 
the word "Suk" t o i n d i c a t e the t r a d i t i o n a l market, "Shara" to 
i n d i c a t e the name of a s t r e e t or a r e s i d e n t i a l q u a r t e r and 
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T r i p o l i i s the western c a p i t a l of Libya and. i s the 
l a r g e s t urban centre m the whole country The o l d c i t y has 
evolved since Phoenician times, "but grew g r a d u a l l y d u r i n g the 
Roman and the Arab rules I t reached i t s u l t i m a t e stage of 
urban development at the end of the Ottoman r u l e , when the 
walled town of T r i p o l i was a f u l l y b u i l t - u p area The urban 
development of new T r i p o l i was i n i t i a t e d during the I t a l i a n 
r u l e when the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t and p a r t of the middle 
zone were developed f o r commercial and r e s i d e n t i a l uses 
A f t e r the Independence of the country (1951 ) and recent o i l 
development, tne c i t y began t o experience a vast and r a p i d 
growth owing t o various economic and s o c i a l forces Between 
1954 and 196^ i t nearly doubled m pop u l a t i o n p a r t l y through 
m - m i g r a t i o r and p a r t l y through n a t u r a l increase 

T r i p o l i has lnroortant p o l i t i c a l and economic f u n c t i o n s 
The f i r s t i s derived from the f a c t t h a t the c i t y i s the 
western c a p i t a l ana the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e centre of the Muqataa 
of T r i p o l i The economic 1 unction i s stronger than the 
p o l i t i c a l one, the growth of the shopping centre and c e i t r a l 
business d i s t r i c t , together w i t h the emergence of various 
i n d u s t r i e s w i t h i n the c i t y , are i t s most s t r i k i n g features 
As a r e s u l t of i t s growth, the c i t y has begun t o experience 
s e r i o i s problems of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and t r a f f i c f l o w , shortage 
of housing, r i s e of r e n t s , the emergence of the Shanty Town 
and other serious urban problems 

Thus c i t y planning and municipal programmes are OJ. c r u c i a l 
importance to the c i t y , i n order t o cope w i t h the r a p i d growth 
of the p o p u l a t i o n and expansion of housing development as w e l l 
as t o create b e t t e r urban f a c i l i t i e s and amenities 
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"Muqataa" to i n d i c a t e the province Elsewhere he has 
avoided many Libyan expressions i n c e r t a i n places i n order 
t o make the t h e s i s c l e a r e r i n E n g l i s h 

I n conclusion, I wish t o record my g r a t e f u l acknowledgment 
to Professor W B Pisher who accepted me i n h i s Department 
as a post-graduate research student I am g r e a t l y indebted 
t o Professor J I Clarke f o r h i s generous s u p e r v i s i o n , 
encouragement and use f u l c r i t i c i s m 

I wish also to thank a l l h i g h o f f i c i a l s and c i v i l 
servants m Libya who supplied me w i t h r e p o r t s , s t a t i s t i c s 
and valuable i n f o r m a t i o n during my f i e l a work i n T r i p o l i I 
would l i k e t o record my g r a t i t u d e t o the Libyan U n i v e r s i t y 
and the M i n i s t r y of Education f o r o f f e r i n g me the scholarship 
My thanks are also extended t o other research students who 
gave me every k i n d of help 
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5 11 T r i p o l i port Spanish mole 

5 12 T r i p o l i port Karamanli mole 

6 1 Farming areas w i t h i n the middle zone which a r e 

now s u b j e c t to land s p e c u l a t i o n 

6 2 Con s t r u c t i o n of " t r a d i t i o n a l " houses m Gurgi 

6 3 New " t r a d i t i o n a l " houses m Gurgi 
6 h Southern p a r t of the c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t 

and a par t of the Garden C i t y near the Royal 
Palace "Kasr e l Khold e l Amer'1 

6 5(A) New v i l l a m Gargaresh 

6 5(B) Upper c l a s s r e s i d e n t i a l areas i n Gargaresh 

6 6 Upper c l a s s r e s i d e n t i a l areas i n Ben Ashur 

6 7(A) S e m i - d e r e l i c t houses i n Zenghet e l Fenedga - Old 
Town 

6 7(B) S e m i - d e r e l i c t houses m Zenghet e l Baggar - Old 
Town 

6 8 Huts of the Shanty Town 

6 9 Ham housing u n i t s near Tarhuna gate 

6 10 Government m u l t i - s t o r e y b u i l d i n g s i n Omar e l 
Mukhtar S t r e e t 

6.11 Government housing scheme m Hadba e l Khadra 

8 1 The e a s t e r n p a r t of the c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t 

8 2 The western part of the C B D , and a par t of the 
western r e s i d e n t i a l areas of the Old Town 
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Oasis company's o f f i c e s m Omar e l Mukhtar 
S t r e e t 

Other o i l companies' o f f i c e s i n Ahmed e l S h a r i f 
S t r e e t 

Bank of L i b y a 

Western p a r t of the c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t 
Note the l o c a t i o n of the Arab cemeteries to the 
south 

A g r i c u l t u r a l land use w i t h i n the middle zone, 
which c o n s t i t u t e s a par t of the green b e l t around 
the b u i l t - u p areas 
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INTRODUCTION 

The characteristics of urban growth i n developing 
countries are rather d i f f e r e n t from those i n developed 
countries Urban growth i n developing countries was 
accelerated by p o l i t i c a l and colonial forces, whereas i n 
the developed countries of Europe and North America, i t 
was more piecemeal and came as a consequence of h i s t o r i c a l , 
economic and i n d u s t r i a l factors Although the h i s t o r i c a l 
growth of c i t i e s i n the developing countries i s of some 
importance, t h e i r rapid growth has "been lar g e l y a conse­
quence of the impact of European colonization and recent 
economic change 

The impact of col o n i a l rule on urban growth i s exempli­
f i e d i n a l l major c i t i e s and towns of North West A f r i c a such 
as Tunis, Bone, Alg i e r s , Blida, Oran, Rabat, Marralcesh and 
Casablanca The impact of rapid economic growth i s t y p i f i e d 
m the modern c i t i e s of Riyadh i n Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Bahrein and Abu Dhabi, which have emerged largely as a r e s u l t 
of the disooveries and production of o i l . 

T r i p o l i , as one of the ex-colonial c i t i e s now greatly 
influenced by an o i l boom, combines both features The 



I t a l i a n colonization, and recent developments i n the o i l 
industry, have had a profound impact on the urban develop­
ment and expansion of the b u i l t - u p area i n many directions 
This has resulted i n a changed pattern of land use i n the 
c i t y . Therefore the c i t y ' s h i s t o r i c a l development and i t s 
recent urban growth are of cruoi a l importance to the under­
standing of the structure of present-day T r i p o l i and i t s 
new functions. 

The theory of urban development most applicable to the 
urban growth of T r i p o l i i s that put forward by E W Burgess 
i n 1923^ ̂  and which has beoome known as the "Zonal or 
Concentric Theory " The model of Burgess i s based upon the 
notion that the development of a c i t y takes place from i t s 
central area, to form a series of conoentrie zones around 
the core of the central business d i s t r i o t The theory has 
dire c t application to T r i p o l i as can be seen from the semi­
c i r c u l a r development of the c i t y Here the inner zone i s 
the ancient part of the c i t y which developed during the Arab 
and Ottoman rules The central business d i s t r i c t i s located 
between the inner and the middle zones, and developed p a r t l y 
during the Ottoman rule and p a r t l y during the I t a l i a n era 
(Pig 9.2). The core of the cent r a l business d i s t r i c t i s 
surrounded by a t r a n s i t i o n a l zone to the north and the south, 
oooupied by older t r a d i t i o n a l houses which are either i n 
process of being taken over f o r o f f i c e s and shops or being 
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sub-divided to form smaller dwelling units This t r a n s i t i o n a l 
zone i s a r e s i d e n t i a l area f o r working class people and m-
migrants who are more attracted to l i v e w i t h i n t h i s zone due 
to cheap rents and easy a c c e s s i b i l i t y to t h e i r work-places 
The r e s i d e n t i a l areas of the middle and outer zones are 
inhabited largely by middle and upper income groups. 

I n short, owing to the f a c t that T r i p o l i i s located on a 
headland facing the Mediterranean, the c i t y ' s urban develop­
ment has taken place towards the south, east and west. 
Therefore the urban development can be represented by a semi­
c i r c l e comparable with the Burgess model However, the model 
has more relevance when i t i s applied to the arrangement and 
-location-of—the-industrial_areaa of__Tripoli. which are located 
i n three zones the central "business d i s t r i c t , the middle zone 
and the outer zone By contrast, the "Sector Theory" put 

f 2} 
forward by Homer Hoyt v ' can better he applied to explain the 
location of the i n d u s t r i a l areas, p a r t i c u l a r l y those which l i e 
w i t h i n the middle and outer zones of the c i t y 
SITUATION AND HISTORY 

T r i p o l i i s the western c a p i t a l of Libya and the largest 
c i t y i n the country I t i s situated at the top of the Jefara 
p l a i n of T r i p o l i t a n i a on the Mediterranean sea, "between Horns 
to the west and Azizia to the south. The Suk e l Juma d i s t r i c t 
constitutes the immediate metropolitan region of T r i p o l i 
surrounding the c i t y i n three directions (Fig.0.1) Together 
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the o i t y and i t s metropolitan region occupy 11 ,864.7 hectares, 
3,1+1+6 8 of which or 29 0 per cent are oocupled "by the c i t y 
About 2,066 3 hectares of the o i t y are b u i l t - u p area (59.9 per 
cent), the rest being open space and a g r i c u l t u r a l land 

The urban growth of T r i p o l i began as early as Phoenician 
times The Phoenicians had chosen the present s i t e of 
T r i p o l i , which i s now ocoupied by the Old Town, as a commer­
c i a l centre for t h e i r trading a c t i v i t i e s between Libya and 
the Eastern Mediterranean countries. Later, the commercial 
settlement grew and attracted some in-migrants from the r u r a l 
areas who s e t t l e d around and w i t h i n the new settlement of 
Maroa Uiat The town continued i t s urban expansion during 

—Roman rule-when-its-name-was-changed—to Oea and_then to 
T r i p o l i This growth wa3 maintained during the Arab and 
Ottoman rules By the end of the 19th century, the Old Town 
of T r i p o l i was a f u l l y b u i l t - u p area surrounded by a w a l l 

When the I t a l i a n s occupied Libya i n 1911, they b u i l t a 
new town outside the walls of the Old Town. This urban 
development covered the whole of the present day central 
business d i s t r i c t and part of the middle zone The urban 
growth of the c i t y continued a f t e r Independence i n 1951 As 
a r e s u l t , new r e s i d e n t i a l and i n d u s t r i a l areas were created, 
and followed by urban encroachment i n t o the middle and outer 
zones Thus the new bu i l t - u p areas spread ra p i d l y i n many 
directions p a r t i c u l a r l y towards the south-east and west. 
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Some urban expansion took plaoe to the south of T r i p o l i 
w i t h i n the central part of the middle zone The flooding of 
the Wadi Mejenin has r e s t r i o t e d the expansion of the b u i l t -
up area f u r t h e r 

At present, the urban expansion oontinues i n the outer 
zone However, the existence of a g r i c u l t u r a l lands w i t h i n 
the eastern part of the middle zone r e s t r i c t s the expansion 
of the r e s i d e n t i a l areas. 
FUNCTION 

The present economic functions of T r i p o l i are more 
important than i t s p o l i t i c a l funotions This i s p a r t l y 
because T r i p o l i i s the largest regional shopping and service 
centre i n Libya, a t t r a c t i n g customers not only from T r i p o l i -
tania but also from Fezzan and Cyrenaica. Libyan business 
offices are highly concentrated m T r i p o l i , and about two-
thi r d s of Libyan i n d u s t r i a l firms are located w i t h i n the 
c i t y , producing various kinds of foodstuffs, t e x t i l e s , bricks 
and other goods. 

The port of T r i p o l i plays an important r o l e i n the 
commercial and i n d u s t r i a l l i f e of the c i t y I t i s the largest 
and best equipped port i n the country with modern handling 
and storage f a c i l i t i e s Moreover, the port i s the only o u t l e t 
of T r i p o l i t a n i a and Fezzan to the outside world 

The hinterland of T r i p o l i includes the whole T r i p o l i -
tanian region (the p l a i n , the Jebel regions and the Ghibla 
zone) This springs from the f a c t that the region supplies 
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the c i t y with various a g r i c u l t u r a l and animal products I n 
retur n , the c i t y provides a l l commercial and i n d u s t r i a l 
products, medical treatment, entertainment, newspapers and 
other services f o r the whole T r i p o l i t a n i a n region As a 
re s u l t T r i p o l i i s the centre of a network of roads and 
transport f a c i l i t i e s of the whole region. 

The population of T r i p o l i i s of great significance to 
the growth and functioning of T r i p o l i , "because the population 
forms the economic force of the c i t y i n terms of working 
population and i n terms of enhancing the demand f o r goods and 
housing The population of T r i p o l i numbered 212,577 or 13 5 

per cent of the t o t a l population of Libya m 196k, but by 
June 1968, i t had reached 250,062 (Libyans 213,755, I t a l i a n s 
2k,972, Jews 6,389 and aliens k,9kS) 

The urban growth of T r i p o l i together w i t h i t s growing 
economic functions liave created a considerable change i n the 
pattern of land uses For example, the expansion i n housing 
and the emergence of new industries have created a demand 
f o r land f o r urban uses As a r e s u l t , the value of land 
rose considerably not only w i t h i n the central business 
d i s t r i c t , but also w i t h i n the middle and outer zones 

Rapid urban growth and the increasing number of vehicles 
have oreated various t r a f f i c problems, because of inadequate 
road planning C i t y planning i s therefore of v i t a l importance 
f o r the control of the urban growth and land use and i s 
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necessary f o r the regulation and oo-ordination of the various 
functions of the c i t y . 

I t i s interesting to note that T r i p o l i c i t y oompnses 
nineteen administrative quarters (Pig.0.2) the Old Town has 
four quarters (Hornet e l Baladia, Hornet Garian, Bah e l Bahr 
and Kushat e l S u f f a r ) , and the remainder are found w i t h i n the 
Menshia area or the new T r i p o l i This administrative d i v i s i o n 
was devised by the Ottoman Administration (1551-1911 ) and 
recognized "by the I t a l i a n Government (1911-19U3) and l a t e r 
by the Libyan Government I t has some geographical s i g n i f i ­
cance since the name of each quarter was derived from the 
name of the r e s i d e n t i a l area. Although t h i s d i v i s i o n has 
certain disadvantages i n terms of recent urban development, 
the l o c a l authorities s t i l l maintain i t f o r census and 
municipal purposes The w r i t e r believes that the present 
administrative quarters could be usefully replaced by a system 
based on geographical areas ( i . e North, South, West and East). 

A word must be said about the Libyan Government's 
announcement on the 18th January, 1968 concerning the 
annexation of the Suk e l Juma d i s t r i c t to T r i p o l i c i t y , which 
meant that the c i t y gained more than 8,000 hectares (Pig.0 . 1 ) . 

This new annexation w i l l not f a l l w i t h i n the scope of the 
present thesis which i s based on the c i t y p r i o r to t h i s 
extension 

The thesis i s divided i n t o three parts the f i r s t part 
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deals w i t h the location and evolution of the c i t y , the 
second part analyses the c i t y ' s urban functions, i t s urban 
zones and aspects of i t s p o l i t i c a l , commercial, i n d u s t r i a l 
housing and population, while the t h i r d part examines c i t y 
planning and municipal programmes which were i n i t i a t e d i n 
1963 

Comprehensive and detailed information on many aspects 
on the urban geography of T r i p o l i ( e g housing, commercial 
areas, i n d u s t r i a l zones, land uses, transport and town 
planning) i s either lacking or too inadequate to provide a 
useful basis f o r analysis Therefore the w r i t e r had to r e l y 
heavily on f i e l d work and sample surveys i n order to deal 
with the problem of the paucity of detailed published data 
His knowledge of the c i t y and the f a c t that he personally 
witnessed some h i s t o r i c a l and more recent urban developments 
proved of great value Such knowledge and personal observa­
tions enabled him to understand some of the socio-economic 
forces underlying the growth and urban functions of T r i p o l i 

References 
1 Park, R E , Burgess, E W , and McKenzie, The City 

(Chicago, 1925), PP U7-62 e 

2 Hoyt, H,, The Structure and Growth of Residential 
Neighbourhoods i n American Cities (Washington, 1939) 



9 

CHAPTER I 

ELEMENTS OF LOCATION 

T r i p o l i , the western c a p i t a l of Libya, i s situated on 
the Mediterranean coast of North A f r i c a at Lat 33°N and 
13 10°E I t i s located at the extreme northern point of 
the Jefara p l a i n and i n a central p o s i t i o n between Horns 
(121 kms to the east) and Zuara (113 kms to the west) 
(Pig 0 1 ) . ^ _ 
1 1 GEOLOGY 

The s i t e of T r i p o l i occupies a small section of the vast 
p l a i n of the Jefara, which is bounded to the south by 
Tr i p o l i t a n i a n Jebels Both the p l a i n and the Jebels formed 
part of an extensive dome-shaped a n t i c l i n e that extended from 
Tabarka i n Tunisia to Horns i n T n p o l i t a n l a The northern 
limb of the a n t i c l i n e was down fa u l t e d i n the l a t e Cretaceous 
and was subsequently covered by Te r t i a r y and Quaternary 

(-1 ) 
deposits which form now the Jefara p l a i n v ' The p l a i n can 
be divided i n t o two zones the outer zone which occupies the 
whole coastal zone of the Jefara and i s composed mainly of 
Quaternary series and the inner zone which comprises the rest 
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of the Jefara and made up mainly of Triassic sediments 
(Pig 1 1) 

The geological formations of the outer zone are continen­
t a l deposits of aeolian materials, alluvium, conglomerates, 
gravels and sands Much of the s i t e of T r i p o l i and i t s 
region i s composed of continental deposits, p a r t i c u l a r l y 
sands, while the alluvium of the Wadi Mejenen covers a 
considerable area of the western part of the c i t y I n the 
extreme west of the s i t e of T r i p o l i at Gargaresh quarter, 
Miocene limestone rocks are exposed extensively, white i n 
colour and r i c h m f o s s i l s They are of great economic 
value for the c i t y of T r i p o l i , f o r most of the Gargaresh 
quarries have been used_intensively by the inhabitants of the 
c i t y since Roman times I n fact a l l the houses which were 
b u i l t w i t h i n the Old Town and the Menshia used t h i s limestone 
f o r construction The economic value of the limestone i s 
furt h e r enhanced by i t s physical characteristics which make 
i t very resistant to the humidity and a r i d i t y of the l o c a l 
climate 

The s o i l s of the s i t e of T r i p o l i have been derived from 
Quaternary deposits and vary i n type and d i s t r i b u t i o n 
Chalky s o i l i s found w i t h i n the s i t e of the Old Town, while 
sandy s o i l exists i n a l l a g r i c u l t u r a l lands i n many quarters 
e g El Nuflein, Zawiet e l Dahmani, Shara Ben Ashur, Shara 
e l Kebir, Shara e l Shatt and Gargaresh These sandy s o i l s 

(2) 
range i n colour from grey buff to orange brown.v ' They are 
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p o t e n t i a l l y good f o r a g r i c u l t u r e , p a r t i c u l a r l y around the Wadi 
Mejjenin where a l l u v i u m accumulates on the top of the sand due 
to the overflowing of the Wadi Mejenin 
1 2 TOPOGRAPHICAL FEATURES 

The s i t e of T r i p o l i has l i t t l e v a r i a t i o n i n i t s topo­
g r a p h i c a l features The height^ of land v a r i e s from 5 m t o 
20 m above sea l e v e l The height p a r t (20 m.) i s found t o 
the south of the s i t e of the c i t y "boundary and i s covered "by 
m o t i l e and immobile-sand dunes Other higher land i s found 
at the extreme n o r t h w e s t e r n edge of the s i t e of the Old 
Town and i n the eastern p a r t s of the new c i t y w i t h i n the 
Dahra and p a r t of the Shara e l Kebir and Zawiet e l Dahmani 
quarters — T h e - c e n t r a l - a n d southern p a r t s qf^ the c i t y range 
from 5-10 m On "both edges of the Wadi Me^enin, the height 
i s 15 m (P i g 1 2) 

These v a r i a t i o n s i n a l t i t u d e w i t h i n the s i t e of T r i p o l i 
had an e f f e c t on i t s drainage system and subsequently on i t s 
r e s i d e n t i a l development For example, the highest lands w i t h 
good drainage i n t o the sea are the t e s t r e s i d e n t i a l areas, 
w h i l e the lowest ones, i n the Shara e l Kebir, Mizran, 
Belkheir q u a r t e r s , have "bad drainage and slums 

The Wadi Mejenin i s an important topographical f e a t u r e 
I t i s the l a r g e s t wadi i n the J e f a r a which reaches the sea 
coast I t descends from the Jebel G-arian at an a l t i t u d e of 
750 metres above sea l e v e l crossing the Quaternary deposits 
of the J e f a r a and runs f o r more than 70 kilom e t r e s before 
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d i s c h a r g i n g i t s w a t e r i n t o the s e a ( P i g 1 3) Two b r a n c h e s 

o f t h i s wadi c r o s s the c i t y ' s s o u t h e r n "boundary and r u n f o r 

about 3 kms b e f o r e coming t o g e t h e r and f o r m i n g one c o u r s e 

w h i c h r u n s f o r f o u r k i l o m e t r e s t o t h e west of the c e n t r a l 

b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t a t G a r g a r e s h g a t e ( P l a t e 1 1 ) Thus t h e 

wadi c o u r s e d i v i d e s t h e G i o r g i o m p o p o l i and G a r g a r e s h q u a r t e r s 

from t h e c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t The wadi c o u r s e has 

r e s t r i c t e d t h e e x p a n s i o n of the b u i l t - u p a r e a o f l r i p o l i 

s o uthwards p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e a r e a w h i c h i s l o c a t e d between t h e 

t r i b u t a r i e s of the wadi 

Here no urban development has t a k e n p l a c e owing t o t h e 

danger of wadi f l o o d s d u r i n g h i & h r a i n f a l l y e a r s F o r 

example, i n 1 9̂ 4-5 > 1958„ 1962 and 1966 a c o n s i d e r a b l e number 

of h o u s e s were f l o o d e d m p a r t i c u l a r i n many of the slum a r e a s 

of E e n G a s h i r and A c c a r a g a t e s to the s o u t h of the c i t y The 

danger remained though the l o c a l a u t h o r i t y deepened the w a di 

c o u r s e i n an attempt t o a v o i d o v e r f l o o d i n g 

The c o a s t a l a r e a of the s i t e o f T r i p o l i bounds the whole 

of the n o r t h e r n s e c t o i s of the c i t y f o r 11 kms , tne w e s t e r n 

s e c t o i s f o r 7 kms and the e a s t e r n f o r 5 kms The p o r t and 

h a r b o u r owe t h e i r e x i s t e n c e t o the c o a s t l i n e w h i c h s h e l t e r s 

the p o r t from the n o r t h - w e s t winds and c r e a t e s a n a t u r a l 

h a r b o u r w h i c h s u b s e q u e n t l y oecame a r t i f i c i a l l y e x t e n d e d 

The w e s t e r n c o a s t a l a r e a has minor p r o j e c t i o n s towards 

s e a , w i t h i n t e r e s t i n g b e a c h e s A l l a l o n g the w e s t e r n c o a s t 

a i e b r o a d and sandy b e a c h e s c o n v e n i e n t f o r swimming The 
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eastern c o a s t a l s t r i p i s s t r a i g h t e r , narrower and r o c k i e r 
than the western, and i n some places the rocks shelve 
s t e e p l y i n t o the sea, making i t u n s u i t a b l e f o r bathing and 
other beach a c t i v i t i e s 

Sand dunes are found t o the south and south-west o f the 
s i t e of T r i p o l i They occupy extensive areas i n Accara, Gurgi 
and S i d i Mesri The I t a l i a n s f i x e d the mobile sands of S i d i 
Mesri by heavy a f f o r e s t a t i o n , i n p a r t i c u l a r w i t h eucalyptus 
species, and developed the sandy areas f o r e i t h e r a g r i c u l t u r a l 
or urban use A f f o r e s t a t i o n i s also being undertaken now i n 
the Accara and Gurgi areas These sandy areas r e s t r i c t e d the 
expansion of the b u i l t - u p area southwards, but a f f o r e s t a t i o n 
byL t h e ^ M i n i s t r y o f A g r i c u l t u r e ^ has reduced the danger of the 
mobile sands and has t h e r e f o r e made i t p o s s i b l e f o r urban 
development t o take place i n these areas 

I n sum, the topography of the s i t e of T r i p o l i has had an 
e f f e c t on the expansion o f the b u i l t - u p areas e s p e c i a l l y during 
the I t a l i a n occupation, when urban development took place on 
b e t t e r drained areas, t h a t i s on the higher land, also the 
I t a l i a n s avoided f u r t h e r development near the Wadi Mejemn 
A f t e r independence (1951 ) and o i l d i scoveries i n Libya (1959)» 
most of the urban development took place m the west, i n the 
w e l l drained areas i n Gurgi, Giorgimpopoli and Gargaresh near 
the coast P r o x i m i t y t o the sea and the existence of good 
beaches have c o n t r i b u t e d g r e a t l y t o the development of t h i s 
sector of T r i p o l i ' s s i t e 



1 3 CLIMATE 
The climate of the whole coa s t a l zone o f Libya f a l l s i n t o 

the second group, 'Subtropical,' of De Martone's 'Mediterranean' 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n , w h i l e he places the r e s t of Libya w i t h i n the 
f i f t h group 'Desert Koppen considered the co a s t a l zone 
of T r i p o l i t a n i a and the Jebel e l Akhdar i n Gyrenaica to f a l l 
w i t h i n the 'Oliveklima' which was the s i x t h of the groups 
i n t o which he subdivided the Mediterranean r e g i o n But 
P a n t o l i went f u r t h e r i n h i s s u b d i v i s i o n of the climate of 
T r i p o l i t a n i a He i d e n t i f i e d f i v e c l i m a t i c zones ( P i g 1 k) 

( a ) Maritime 
( b ) Steppe 

( c ) H i g h - p l a i n ( J e b e l ) 
(d) Pre-desert 
(e) Desert 

The s i t e of T r i p o l i l i e s w i t h i n P a n t o l i ' s 'maritime' zone 
There are two major influences on the climate of the c i t y the 
sea and the Sahara During the w i n t e r months, T r i p o l i i s 
subject t o the maritime influences from the north-west, but 
during the summer, the Sahara re g i o n t o the south exercises a 
dominant i n f l u e n c e on the climate 

I n w i n t e r (October-March) the Mediterranean regions i n 
general are areas of low pressure between the semi-permanent 
Azores a n t i c y c l o n e and the c o n t i n e n t a l h i g h pressure of 
Eastern Europe and Asia A i r i s drawn i n t o the re g i o n from 
w i d e l y separate areas e g Polar maritime a i r from Europe and 
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the North A t l a n t i c Ocean and T r o p i c a l c o n t i n e n t a l a i r from the 
Sahara Temperature ranges are marked "between the T r o p i c a l 
and Polar a i r masses, and Fronts o f t e n e x i s t m the western 
Mediterranean and subsequently move eastwards However, 
northern T r i p o l i t a n i a i n general and T r i p o l i i n p a r t i c u l a r l i e 
to the south of the mam tracks of these depressions, and are 
consequently a f f e c t e d mainly "by r a i n f a l l which i s somewhat 
u n r e l i a b l e i n d i s t r i b u t i o n and amount 

I n summer (April-September) the c i r c u l a t i o n of a i r masses 
i s less a c t i v e , f o r the T r i p o l i t a n i a n coast l i e s on the eastern 
border of the semi-permanent Azores an t i c y c l o n e The mean 
pressure over c e n t r a l Asia i s low at t h i s season, and n o r t h -

-west_winds_are^preyalent over the Mediterranean But the 
contrast between the Polar and T r o p i c a l a i r masses are f a r 
less than i n w i n t e r S e t t l e d conditions and oonstant wind 
d i r e c t i o n s are usual However, when the r e l a t i v e l y h i g h 
pressure over Cyrenaica i s i n t e n s i f i e d by the s o u t h e r l y winds, 
high temperatures r e s u l t i n the exposed and low l y i n g areas of 
northern T r i p o l i t a n i a Autumn and sp r i n g are b r i e f periods of 
t r a n s i t i o n when weather conditions of e i t h e r summer or w i n t e r 
may occur. 

These weather c o n d i t i o n s which recur i n a s i m i l a r p a t t e r n 
each year, are responsible f o r the outstanding seasonal f e a t u r e s 
of the Mediterranean type o f c l i m a t e , i . e m i l d moist w i n t e r s 
and hot dry summers w i t h a r e l a t i v e l y uniform annual tempera­
t u r e sequence 
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R a i n f a l l 
T r i p o l i has the highest r a i n f a l l f i g u r e s not only i n the 

Jefara p l a i n hut i n the whole of T r i p o l i t a m a ( F i g 1 5) This 
can "be a t t r i b u t e d t o the f o l l o w i n g f a c t o r s f i r s t l y , i t l i e s 
i n the path of the moisture bearing winds, secondly, i t s 
coa s t a l s i t u a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g i t s p r o j e c t i o n from the main 
coast l i n e , and, t h i r d l y , dense v e g e t a t i o n cover 

Most of the r a i n f a l l occurs i n autumn, w i n t e r and s p r i n g 
and accompanies depressions crossing the T r i p o l i t a n i a n coast 
from western Mediterranean I n summer, there i s h a r d l y any 
r a i n at a l l ( F i g 1 6 ) . The mean annual r a i n f a l l of T r i p o l i 
i s 368 mm. and i s higher than t h a t of Benghazi i n Cyrenaica 
where the mean_annual r a i n f a l J L i a 265 mm 

Table 1 1 Average monthly r a i n f a l l (1879H965) m mm 

J F M A M J J A S 0 N D Year 

76 9 k2 9 2k 6 9 3 5 3 1 3 0 5 0 8 10.2 36 5 65 9 93.8 368 

T r i p o l i ' s meteorological s t a t i o n has been recording r a i n ­
f a l l since 1 879 F i g 1 7 shows t h a t there have been great 
f l u c t u a t i o n s i n the average y e a r l y r a i n f a l l f i g u r e s High 
r a i n f a l l years have had devastating e f f e c t s on the c i t y f o r 
example on the f l a t r o o f s of the t r a d i t i o n a l houses, p a r t i c u ­
l a r l y those which are loc a t e d i n the Old Town and other slum 
areas and on those roads and s t r e e t s which have poor asphalted 
foundations or are unpaved Rain water also accumulated i n 
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some pa r t s of the c i t y where drainage system was absent or 
d e f i c i e n t and caused the t r a f f i c t o "be impeded 

Also during the h i g h r a i n f a l l years the flow of the Wadi 
Mejenin from the Jebel Garian t o T r i p o l i increased and f l o o d s 
which occurred endangered the "built-up area of the c i t y I n 
1958 f two floods of 6 m i l l i o n m occurred and l a s t e d f o r 3 

days, i n 1962, one f l o o d of 2 m i l l i o n m̂  l a s t e d f o r k& hours, 
and i n 1966 one f l o o d of 2 m i l l i o n m̂  l a s t e d f o r 2k hours 
These wadi floods have endangered the r e s i d e n t i a l areas and 
other urban land uses near the wadi banks 

Drought years i n T r i p o l i t a n i a occur once every f o u r or 
f i v e years and have an i n j u r i o u s e f f e c t on the r u r a l people 
bj^ause j t f j theirdependence on r a i n f a l l f o r t h e i r a g r i c u l t u r a l 
a c t i v i t i e s (Pig 1 7) F a i l u r e of harvests f o r c e them t o 
migrate to T r i p o l i seeking food and employment Consequently, 
the unemployment rates increase g r e a t l y w i t h i n the c i t y , 
endangering the economy of the c i t y and the s e c u r i t y of 
people's p r o p e r t i e s as crimes and robberies increase During 
such droughts the demand f o r goods i n T r i p o l i ' s t r a d i t i o n a l 
markets i s reduced and there i s a shortage of cereals 

A l l kinds of the commercial a c t i v i t i e s i n the shopping 
centre are also a f f e c t e d 
Humidity 

T r i p o l i has lower mean annual r e l a t i v e h u m i d i t y than 
Zuara t o the west and Horns t o the east ( T r i p o l i 62%, Zuara 6&% 
and Horns 69%) t "but i t i s s l i g h t l y higher than Benghazi (58$ ) . 



F i g u r e 1 7 

( M l 



F i g u r e 1 8 

TRIPOLI MEAN RELATIVE HUMIDITY 
( 3 6 YEARS) 8 0 

60 

40 

30 

20 

10 

• 
M N M J J J 



18 

The d i s t r i b u t i o n of the mean r e l a t i v e h u m i d i t y i s as fo l l o w s 
Table 1.2 Mean Rel a t i v e Humidity (1922H958) i n % 

J F M A M J J A S 0 N D Year 
62 61 60 59 62 63 65 63 63 60 61 62 62 

Table 1 2 shows t h a t there i s very l i t t l e d i f f e r e n c e 
between the humidity f i g u r e s i n w i n t e r months. During A p r i l , 
the humidity drops owing t o the e f f e c t of the hot G h i b l i 
wind, then from May onwards, i t r i s e s g r a d u a l l y and reaches a 
maximum i n August ( F i g 1 8) Then high temperatures and high 
h u m i d i t y make the c i t y r a t h e r unbearable 
Temperatures 

Temperatures of the coas t a l zone o^Pv^i^h~Tripori~^is 
s i t u a t e d , are modified by the p r o x i m i t y of Mediterranean 
sea Summer temperatures, p a r t i c u l a r l y during the day, are 
lower than those of the r e s t of the Jefa r a p l a i n This i s 
r e l a t e d t o the c o o l i n g i n f l u e n c e of the sea, whereas i n 
w i n t e r the r e l a t i v e l y warm sea causes the temperatures t o 
r i s e above those of the i n l a n d r e g i o n of the Jefara 

When comparing the temperatures of T r i p o l i w i t h those 
of Benghazi, T r i p o l i ' s temperatures are found t o be c o n s i s t e n t l y 
lower e g * — 
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Table 1 3 Mean annual, mean maximum and mean minimum 
temperatures i n T r i p o l i and Benghazi. 192CM 956 

Mean annual temperature 
Mean maximum temperature 
Mean minimum temperature 

T r i p o l i 
19 5°C 

21+ 3°C 

17 2°C 

Benghazi 
19 8°0 

2k 8°C 

Ak 9°C 

The monthly average temperatures f o r T r i p o l i show con­
s i d e r a b l e v a r i a t i o n over the months of the year (Table 1 1+) 

(a) 
Table 1 k Temperatures. T r i p o l i . 192CH956 v ' 

Month Maximum 
mean G 

Minimum 
mean Mean Extreme 

maximum 
Extreme 
minimum 

January 16 .5 7 .6 12 0 28 1 0 6 

February 17 9 8 ~T3~ 3 ~ 3 2 9 0" ~2 

March 20 1 10 k 15 2 ko .k 2 2 

A p r i l 23 2 13 1 18 2 ko .5 1+ .4 

May 25.5 15 7 20 .6 kh 2 6 1 

June 28 .6 19 .1 23 9 kh 7 9 .8 

J u l y 30 2 21 1 25 6 k5 .1+ 13 k 

August 30.9 21 7 26 .3 k5 6 15 0 

September 30.3 20 9 25 6 k5 0 13 .2 

October 27 .6 27 .6 22 7 39 .7 9 k 

November 23 0 23 0 13 1 36 .2 5 8 

December 18 3 18 3 13 6 28 .1+ 1 l+ 

These f i g u r e s show t h a t there are great d i f f e r e n c e s between 
summer and w i n t e r temperatures The mean maximum (between 



v 2 

1920 and 1956) of the h o t t e s t month (August) reached 30 9°0 , 

w h i l e the mean maximum of the coldest month(January) i s 
16 5°C (Pig . 1 9) 

The e f f e c t of the hot G h i b l i wind i s t o r a i s e the 
temperatures during s p r i n g and summer and sometimes even i n 
January and February when the extreme minimum temperatures 
occur. 

I n the w i n t e r months, the cloud modifies "both day and 
ni g h t temperatures "by l i m i t i n g i n s o l a t i o n d u r i n g the day and 
preventing excessive r a d i a t i o n during the n i g h t 

Generally speaking, the extremely h i g h temperatures which 
occur during June, J u l y , August and September have a profound 
effect—on_the^business a c t i v i t i e s of the shopping centres of 
the c i t y as w e l l as on the Government o f f i c e s A l l shops 
close between 1 -1+ p m and the o f f i c i a l day of Government 
c i v i l servants ends at 2 30 p m Since 1956, the O i l Companies 
and some other commercial f i r m s have introduced a i r c o n d i t i o n ­
i n g systems which enable employees t o work during the 
afternoons Also the use o f the fans i s i n c r e a s i n g l y popular 
i n shops, Government o f f i c e s and p r i v a t e houses 
Winds 

The most frequent wind during the summer i s the n o r t h ­
east wind This wind i s mainly dry and f r e s h The n o r t h ­
west wind i s more dominant during the w i n t e r months and i s 
responsible f o r t o r r e n t i a l r a i n f a l l . 

The most important l o c a l wind i s known as the G h i b l i 
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This wind i s responsible f o r v a r i a t i o n s m the cli m a t e not 
only i n T n p o l i t a n i a , "but also i n the whole of Libya I t 
takes the form of a hot dry cu r r e n t of t r o p i c a l a i r which 
comes from the south and south-west t o the north across the 
Jebel and the Jefara p l a i n Normally i n s p r i n g i t moves 
no r t h over the east side of a depression from the A t l a n t i c 
which moves more or less p a r a l l e l t o the North A f r i c a n coast 
I n l a t e s p r i n g and summer, i t i s l i k e l y t h a t the G h i b l i i s 
the r e s u l t of cy c l o n i c c o n d i t i o n s which develop over the 
western Sahara 

Table 1 5 Number of days w i t h G h i b l i winds 1 960-61+ 

Year J P M- A M- J J A S 0 N .Total 
1960 k 10 9 10 13 7 3 3 - 9 k - 72 

1961 - - 3 9 12 3 3 1 2 3 6 8 50 

1962 3 - 8 10 12 5 k 1 3 3 3 - 52 

1963 9 10 9 7 2 12 5 2 5 - 8 13 82 

1961+ - 8 11 6 8 8 5 8 1 16 k 8 83 

Source Meteorological O f f i c e . 1966 

The G h i b l i i s responsible f o r a sharp r e d u c t i o n i n 
atmospheric humidity and a r a p i d increase i n temperature I t 
can increase temperatures i n T r i p o l i t o k5°0 and reduce 
humidity t o 0-1 0$ I t s dryness can increase t r a n s p i r a t i o n 
from p l a n t s and evaporation from the s o i l Moreover, the 
G h i b l i also leads t o the spread of eye disease (Trachoma) 



which i s considered the most widespread disease among the 
p o p u l a t i o n o f T r i p o l i I n 1964, there were 2,^81 t o t a l l y 
"blind people i n the c i t y and 4,919 p a r t i a l l y b l i n d When 
the G h i b l i s are s t r o n g , they move sand dunes and disperse 
sand The wind borne sand a f f e c t s the eyes, so people tend 
to use sun glasses and remain indoors 

Also G h i b l i winds reduce v i s i b i l i t y and the movement of 
t r a f f i c w i t h i n the c i t y i s s e r i o u s l y impeded During a 
severe G h i b l i outside a c t i v i t y becomes almost impossible and 
t h i s m t u r n a f f e c t s commercial and business a c t i v i t i e s 
1 k UNDERGROUND WATER RESOURCES 

The underground water resources of the s i t e of T r i p o l i 
are s u f f i c i e n t t o s a t i s f y the i n c r e a s i n g demands of the 
p o p u l a t i o n and i n d u s t r y This i s due to the existence of two 
water t a b l e s The f i r s t or p h r e a t i c water t a b l e has been 
e x p l o i t e d by the i n h a b i t a n t s of the Old Town and Menshia f o r 

(11 ) 
more than 100 years and i s used by the l o c a l people v ' The 
l e v e l of the f i r s t water t a b l e which i s being used now does 
not exceed 10 metres below the surface i n most pa r t s of the 
c i t y The water i s f r e s h but i t i s not very p l e n t i f u l The 
second i s a deep Quaternary water t a b l e (Pig 1 10) This i s 
the most important of the c i t y ' s sources I t i s oonfined t o 
an area w i t h i n 20-30 kilometres radius of T r i p o l i The 
amount of water which can be ex t r a c t e d i s g e n e r a l l y 100-150 
cu metres per hour This water i s f r e s h , abundant and i s of 

(1 2) 
e x c e l l e n t q u a l i t y both f o r a g r i c u l t u r e and domestic use v ' 
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1 5 TRIPOLI'S WATER SUPPLY 

The o l d e s t p a r t of the c i t y i s served "by a municipal 

system of water mains, "but c e r t a i n s e c t i o n s of the c i t y , 

notably the newer r e s i d e n t i a l areas of G-urgi, Giorgimpopoli 

and Gargaresh depend upon sma l l e r p r i v a t e sources of water 

supply (see Chapter 6) 

The municipal system i s supplied by three pumping u n i t s 

( a ) The Pumping Unit of Bu Ilulyana which i s l o c a t e d to the 

south of the c i t y near the Shar>ty Town, i s comprised of 

9 w e l l s , each w i t h a c a p a c i t y of 150 cu m per hour, a 

generating system v i t h four v e r t i c a l a x i s electropumping 

machines, each of 120 horse power, and two c o l l e c t i o n and 

s e t t l i n g tanks, each one with a c a p a c i t y of 2,000 m̂  

There i s a l s o an e l e c t r i c a l generating plan t of 600 kv 

i n reserve The quantity of water d e l i v e r e d d a i l y amounts 
•5 

to 26,000 m , w i t h s t a r t i n g p r e s s u r e of 35 k i l o s per 

square metre The cost of the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the Bu 

Mulyana pumping unit has been estimated at £L 120,000 

m 1966 ( P l a t e 1 2) ^ 1 3 ^ 

(b) The Pumping Unit of Bab Fornax which i s l o c a t e d m the 

Ben Ashur quarter to the south of the c i t y , i s comprised 

of eight w e l l s , each with a c a p a c i t y of 180 cu m per 

hour, and a generating s t a t i o n w i t h two h o r i z o n t a l - a x i s 

electropumps, each of 120 horse power The qu a n t i t y of 

water d e l i v e r e d d a i l y amounts to 26,000 m3, at a s t a r t i n g 

pressure of 35 k i l o s per square metre 
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( c ) The Pumping Unit of Bah Ben Gashir i s a l s o s i t u a t e d to 

the south of T r i p o l i I t i s comprised of two w e l l s , each 

with a c a p a c i t y of 70 cu m per hour, and equipped w i t h 

h o r i z o n t a l - t h r u s t electropumps of 30 horse power each 

The quantity of water d e l i v e r e d amounts to 2,800 nr per 

day ^ ) 

Thus the t o t a l amount of water d e l i v e r e d to the c i t y 

d a i l y was 56,000 nr5 i n 1966, i t rose to 65,000 cu m̂  i n 1968, 

due to the i n c r e a s e d demand f o r water by the population of 

the c i t y 

The above pumping u n i t s draw water from the second 

a q u i f e r stratum, the depth of which i s estimated at 35 m 

D i s t r i b u t i o n System 

The pipe system of the municipal supply c o n s i s t s of the 

mams connecting the pumping s t a t i o n s and r e s e r v o i r s together 

with the d i s t r i b u t i o n mains, the d i s t r i b u t i o n mains with a 

r i n g connection to keep water pressure e q u a l i z e d throughout 

the system, and connections to i n d i v i d u a l consumers The 

connecting mains t o t a l 14 5 km of pipe with a diameter 

between 533 mm and 300 mm, the d i s t r i b u t i o n net i s comprised 

of some 120 km of i r o n pipe with a diameter between 250 and 

100 m , the i n d i v i d u a l connections are of s m a l l e r bore The 

" r i n g " device f o r e q u a l i z a t i o n of p r e s s u r e i s supplemented by 

two compensation tanks, one i n the Old Town and the other m 

the Dahra quarter, w i t h a t o t a l c a p a c i t y of 200 m At i t s 

h ighest point i n the system, water reaches a height of 39 ni 
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above sea l e v e l The pipe system serves an area of about 
1,^50 hectares i n a l l ^ 1 6 ^ 

I n s h o r t , i t can be concluded t h a t the M u n i c i p a l i t y 
Pumping S t a t i o n supplies the inner zone, c e n t r a l business 
d i s t r i c t and only p a r t s of the middle and outer zones of 
T r i p o l i 

The p r i v a t e system of water supply w i t h i n the upper class 
r e s i d e n t i a l areas of Gurgi, Giorgimpopoli and Gargaresh 
consists of 23 major a r t e s i a n w e l l s w i t h l a r g e r e s e r v o i r s 
f o r water d i s t r i b u t i o n I n a d d i t i o n , there are 11 0 w e l l s 
s c a t t e r e d throughout the middle and outer zones These w e l l s 
serve the lower income groups 

-Both the municipal and p r i v a t e water supply system 
provide adequate q u a n t i t i e s of water, s a t i s f y i n g a l l the 
requirements of the c i t y This a r i s e s p r i m a r i l y from the 
abundance of the underground water resources w i t h i n the c i t y 
and i t s m e t r o p o l i t a n area 
Conclusion 

I t can be seen t h a t the p h y s i c a l s e t t i n g of T r i p o l i i s 
of primary importance i n the e v o l u t i o n of the c i t y The 
topography of the s i t e of T r i p o l i , the existence of w e l l 
drained areas, the a v a i l a b i l i t y of adequate water supply, 
and the s i t e of the sea p o r t , were i n i t i a l f a c t o r s i n the 
urban development of T r i p o l i Also the h i n t e r l a n d of the 
c i t y , which includes the Jefara p l a i n and the Jebels, i s a 
good a g r i c u l t u r a l r e g i o n and t h e r e f o r e able to c o n t r i b u t e to 



the needs of the p o p u l a t i o n of T r i p o l i The favourable 
c l i m a t i c c o n d i t i o n s also increase i t s p o t e n t i a l as a 
r e g i o n a l headquarters of the Muqataa of T r i p o l i 
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CHAPTER I I 

THE ARAB TOWN CLASSICAL ORIGINS 

The Old Town of T r i p o l i i s the most ancient p a r t of 
the c i t y I t s o r i g i n a l development was i n i t i a t e d "by the 
Phoenicians who chose the s i t e of T r i p o l i i n order t o f u n c t i o n 
f o r t h e i r commercial a c t i v i t i e s i n the Mediterranean Sea 
There were some geographical f a c t o r s which encouraged the 
Phoenicians t o e s t a b l i s h t h i s commercial centre F i r s t l y , 
the geographical l o c a t i o n of the s i t e of T r i p o l i on the sea 
coast Secondly, the existence of the n a t u r a l harbour near 
the chosen s i t e T h i r d l y , the a v a i l a b i l i t y of the a g r i c u l ­
t u r a l h i n t e r l a n d of the Jefara and the Jebel regions w i t h 
good routes l i n k i n g the coast w i t h the r e s t of T r i p o l i t a m a . 
2 1 MARCA UIAT 

This i s the most ancient name of the present T r i p o l i 
Marca Uiat was established by the Phoenicians on the s i t e of 
the Emporium (t r a d e market) between 700-800 B C I t was one 
of the three Phoenician commercial centres i n Libya, the 
others being Sabrata and L e p t i s Magna "The settlement 
probably l a y i n the n o r t h eastern p a r t of the area now covered 
by the Old Town, close t o the roadstead formed by the re e f s now 



incorporated i n the north-west mole of the modern harbour " v ' 
I t s s i t e and p o s i t i o n were of great importance t o the 
Phoenician ships and t h e i r t r a d i n g a c t i v i t i e s i n the Medit­
erranean basin This Phoenician settlement had a l i m i t e d 
b u i l t - u p area, which consisted mainly of a r e s i d e n t i a l zone 
and a considerable number of shops and stores 

The main f u n c t i o n of the establishment of the Marca 
Uiat was f o r the commercial a c t i v i t i e s of the Phoenicians who 
gained a great r e p u t a t i o n i n the Old World as traders and 
craftsmen Their a c t i v i t i e s were d i v i d e d between two major 
trade routes between the Eastern and Western Mediterranean 
c o u n t r i e s , and between Southern Europe and West A f r i c a 
Phoenician ships had t o t r a n s p o r t t e x t i l e ^ goods, a g r i c u l t u r a l 
equipment, t o o l s and other household a r t i c l e s from Europe 
and the Levant t o Marca Uiat The goods were r e t r a n s p o r t e d 
again through the caravan routes t o the Sahara oases and West 
A f r i c a 

This t r a n s p o r t of goods through Marca Uia t increased the 
importance of the town and brought wealth and p r o s p e r i t y t o 
the l o c a l p o p u l a t i o n I n a d d i t i o n , Marca Uiat was also 
f u n c t i o n i n g as a centre f o r the Jefara p l a i n The Jefara 
supplied the p o p u l a t i o n w i t h a g r i c u l t u r a l and animal products 
and the town could provide the r u r a l people w i t h t h e i r house­
hol d requirements Thus exchange of goods between the urban 
centre of the Marca Uiat and the r u r a l zone of the town 
w i t h i n the Menshia area r e s u l t e d i n a m i g r a t i o n o f Berbers 
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from the Jefara and the Jebel regions towards the town The 
l o c a l p o p u l a t i o n mixed w i t h the Phoenicians, who were more 
advanced t e c h n o l o g i c a l l y and had a f a i r degree of c i v i l i z a t i o n , 
e x emplified i n t h e i r towns and the numerous f i n e engravings 
discovered i n recent times 
2 2 QEA 

When the Romans occupied the western p a r t of Libya i n 
11+8 B C , they p a i d great a t t e n t i o n t o developing the three 
Phoenician centres as new Roman towns Both L e p t i s Magna 
and Sabrata were more f o r t u n a t e i n being w e l l planned and 
having a r e a l urban l i f e On the c o n t r a r y , Marca U i a t , known 
to the Romans as Oea, had grown very l i t t l e This s t a t e of 
negligence was a l t e r e d at a ^ l a t e r date p a r t i c u l a r l y when the 
Emperor Augustus of Rome came t o power He declared Oea as a 
f r e e c i t y "All'epoca d'Augusto vene proclamata c i t t a l i b e r a 
con d r i t t o de zecca e da quel tempo p r i n c i p a l i i l f i o r i r e 

" (2) 

d e l l a c i t t a " v ' Furthermore, the status of Oea improved 
g r e a t l y when Sept,enius Severus ( i 14-1 —211 A D ) granted the 
same r i g h t s ( j u s I s t a l i c u m ) as many other Roman provinces 
This p o l i t i c a l grant f o r Oea meant r e c o g n i t i o n of the 
importance of the tovm as an intermediate centre between 
L e p t i s Magna t o the east and Sabrata to the west Other 
encouraging geographical f a c t o r s were the p r o d u c t i v i t y of the 
h i n t e r l a n d and the convenience of the harbour These c o n s i ­
derations s t i m u l a t e d Septemus Severus t o s h i f t the c a p i t a l of 
the Roman A f r i c a (which included T r i p o l i t a n i a and Tun i s i a and 



termed 'Nuraidia') from I ^ i p t i s Magna to Oea i n 1 93 A D and 

re-named l a t e r Oea town and then " T n p o l i s " which meant the 

three c i t i e s 

T h i s p o l i t i c a l movement was of great importance s i n c e i t 

r e s u l t e d i n an i n c r e a s e of the s i z e of the "built-up area i n 

many p a r t s of the town w i t h more concentration of "buildings 

i n the north of Oea near the port The remains of the growth 

of Oea have "been discovered "by both I t a l i a n and B r i t i s h 

a r c h a e o l o g i s t s i n various s i t e s p a r t i c u l a r l y m the north 

and south The remains c o n s i s t of "houses w i t h mosaic f l o o r s 

and painted mural decoration "between Bab e l Gedid and the sea, 

a colonnaded "building "beside the north-west esplanade, a 

b u i l d i n g which may have been a ^ p r i v a t e house on the waterfront 

north-west of the C a s t l e , p o t t e r y k i l n s under the E l e c t r i c i t y 

Works Excavations under the C a s t l e i t s e l f have r e v e a l e d an 

extensive complex of foundation w a l l s and sandstone platforms, 

as w e l l as many fragments of mosaic pavement and l a r g e 

C o r i n t h i a n columns with c i p o l l i n o s t a f f s The s i t e appears 

to have been that of a l a r g e p u b l i c b u i l d i n g , perhaps a 

bathing establishment " ( ^ ) But the most important Roman remain 

which i s s t i l l e x i s t i n g i s the Arch of Marcus A u r e l i u s The 

Arch stands a t present i n a p i a z z a f a c i n g the Gate of Bab e l 

Bahr quarter on one s i d e , and f a c i n g the harbour on the other 

( P l a t e 2 1 ) Haynes states/'The Arch was b u i l t at the expense 

of a l o c a l c i t i z e n and magistrate, Caius Calpurnius C e l s u s , and 

dedicated i n A D 163 to the emperors Marcus A u r e l i u s and 
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L u c i u s Verus by the pro-consul Sergius C o r n e l i u s S c i p i o 

Salvidiems O r f i t u s and h i s l e g a t e Uttedius Marcellus The 

dedicatory i n s c r i p t i o n adds that the ar c h was b u i l t on p u b l i c 

land The s i t e was on the i n t e r s e c t i o n of two mam s t r e e t s 

of the a n c i e n t c i t y , and a f o u r - s i d e d design w i t h two arched 

passageways c r o s s i n g a t r i g h t angles was ac c o r d i n g l y chosen 

The g r e a t e r l e n g t h of the north-east and south-west s i d e s 

suggests that the approach from the harbour was considered 

the more important The ar c h was b u i l d e n t i r e l y of marble, 

a f a c t which i s a l s o c a r e f u l l y recorded m the i n s c r i p t i o n 

I t i s almost c e r t a i n l y the work of Greek masons , , ^ + ) 

A l l these remains obviously i n d i c a t e t h a t the b u i l t - u p 

area-during the Roman r u l e extended south-eastwards as f a r as 

the c a s t l e and westwards as f a r as the western w a l l of Oea 

town The b u i l d i n g s c o n s i s t e d of p r i v a t e houses and p u b l i c 

b u i l d i n g s f o r Government a d m i n i s t r a t i o n as w e l l as p r i v a t e 

baths that belonged to the R u l e r ' s f a m i l i e s The d i s t r i b u t i o n 

of land use p a t t e r n s w i t h i n the town was d i s t i n c t , s i n c e the 

r e s i d e n t i a l zone was l o c a t e d to the north (now Bab e l Bahr 

q u a r t e r ) , whereas the shopping centr e was s i t u a t e d near the 

harbour area Other p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s were g e n e r a l l y confined 

to the s i t e of the present c a s t l e ( P i g 2 1 ) 

The Roman r u l e r Asfarus c o n s t r u c t e d a w a l l surrounding 

the whole b u i l t - u p area of Oea town i n order to p r o t e c t i t 

from the nomadic t r i b e s of the i n t e r i o r as w e l l as from any 

outside i n v a s i o n Moreover, A s f a r u s made the foundation of 
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the c a s t l e on a small i s l a n d near the town 

The exact s i z e of the b u i l t - u p area of Oea town as a 

whole was not known, but Haynes argues that "the l i n e of 

the antique w a l l i s b e l i e v e d to have been followed by that 

s e c t o r of the I s l a m i c w a l l (now demolished) which runs from 

the Bab el-Gedid to the Burg el-Karma (along the l i n e of the 

present S c i a r a S i d i Omran) and thence north-eastward to the 

Dar e l Barud A Roman gate has been r a t h e r d o u b t f u l l y 

i d e n t i f i e d next to the Bab el-Horiyah A Neo Punic cemetery 

which has come to l i g h t near the s i t e of the former Burg of 

S i d i el-Haddar (P o r t d e l l a v i t e ) shows that t h i s area, 

although almost c e r t a i n l y i n s i d e the w a l l , was not b u i l t - u p " 

The commercial a c t i v i t i e s of Roman T r i p o l i were of great 

importance, for both r e t a i l i n g and who l e s a l i n g Most of the 

a g r i c u l t u r a l products of the h i n t e r l a n d were transported by 

the farmers to the market m order to be exported to Rome 

Furthermore, T r i p o l i was a t the beginning of the caravan 

routes c a r r y i n g Roman goods to the Sahara o a s i s and West 

A f r i c a , and the West A f r i c a n goods to Rome 

Roman Oea su r v i v e d for about 577 years from 12+8 B G 

u n t i l 2+29 A D During t h i s long period, the town witnessed 

a complete change from the small Phoenician settlement of 

Harca Uiat to a main Roman town which enjoyed p r o s p e r i t y 

and a great degree of c i v i l i z a t i o n Oea a l s o witnessed an 

inc r e a s e m the number of i t s population which was mostly 

Roman wi t h some Berbers and Jews 
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2 3 VANDAL AMD BYZANTINE OCCUPATIONS 

When the Vandals took over T r i p o l i i n U29 A D the town 

was s u b j e c t e d to great damage which dominated the whole 3k 

years of Vandal occupation Most of the r e s i d e n t i a l area and 

p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s were destroyed Furthermore, some p a r t s of 

the town w a l l s were p u l l e d down Ben Massaud Pushaika s t a t e s , 

"The Vandals took T r i p o l i as w e l l as other towns they approached 

They destroyed L e p t i s Magna and T r i p o l i which had been deserted 

by i t s i n h a b i t a n t s who had f l e d from the B a r b a r i a n hordes 

They removed i t s t r e a s u r e s , demolished i t s magnificent b u i l d ­

ings and the w a l l s of the town and took away the most 
(6) 

b e a u t i f u l works of a r t ' 

-- Trade_ceased_to f unctiojL f r e e l y ^ a n d the caravan trade 

stopped t o t a l l y Disease spread out among the population of 

T r i p o l i , and migration from the urban area took place The 

r e s u l t was a great decrease of population through m o r t a l i t y 

and out-migration Hence t h i s p e r i od of Vandal occupation 

could be considered as the worst e r a i n the h i s t o r y of T r i p o l i . 

I n k.63 A D , the Byzantine Emperor J u s t i n i a n u s sent 

General B e l i s a r ^ u s from Constantinople to take over the whole 

of T r i p o l i t a n i a He defeated the Vandals and dismissed them 

from the country and expropriated T r i p o l i t a n i a f o r the 

Byzantine r u l e The Byzantines p a i d very l i t t l e a t t e n t i o n 

to the urban development of the town, but the f o r t i f i c a t i o n s 

gnd w a l l s of the town r e c e i v e d more a t t e n t i o n T h i s i s 

r e l a t e d to the f a c t t h at the Byzantine Governors wanted to 



p r o t e c t themselves and t h e i r g a r r i s o n s i n s i d e the town from 

any outside a t t a c k which might break out e i t h e r from the sea 

by f o r e i g n enemy or by the i n t e r i o r t r i b e s of T n p o l i t a n i a 

Thus, T r i p o l i during the Byzantine occupation (463-614.2 

A D ) was f u n c t i o n i n g both m i l i t a r i l y and p o l i t i c a l l y Other 

urban a c t i v i t i e s such as c o n s t r u c t i o n and commerce d e c l i n e d 

The population of the town a l s o decreased f u r t h e r owing to 

the spread of d i s e a s e and out-migration Therefore, the 

Byzantine r u l e could be considered as a c o n t i n u a t i o n of the 

Vandal e r a , both were c h a r a c t e r i z e d by the c e s s a t i o n of most 

urban a c t i v i t i e s 

2 k THE EARLY ARAB CITY (642-909 A D . ) 

When the_Arabs took over T r i p o l i under the l e a d e r s h i p of 

Amr Ibn e l Ass i n 642 A D , t h e i r f i r s t a c t i v i t y was the 
( 8 ) 

c o n s t r u c t i o n of a mosque named Amr Ibn e l Ass * ' I t was 

s i t u a t e d on the western s i d e of the present Ahmed Basha 

mosque The l o c a t i o n of the mosque was chosen c a r e f u l l y on 

high ground (now near the c a s t l e ) C o n s t r u c t i o n of houses, 

shops and other mosques followed A l l these a c t i v i t i e s 

expanded the b u i l t - u p area i n many d i r e c t i o n s , e s p e c i a l l y i n 

the northern and the western s e c t o r s of the town, whereas the 

shopping centre was confined to the south-east H a n d i c r a f t 

workshops were l o c a t e d near the commercial area 

The number of i n h a b i t a n t s i n c r e a s e d by in-migration of 

the r u r a l people and by the a r r i v a l of new Arab a d m i n i s t r a t o r s 

At a l a t e r date, they mixed w i t h the o r i g i n a l people of 
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T r i p o l i , who were Berbers, Byzantines and Jews 

The commercial a c t i v i t i e s w i t h i n the town s t a r t e d to 

evolve again, the caravan trade returned to normal and trade 

between the town's people and r u r a l d w e l l e r s resumed 

As f a r as p o l i t i c a l and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e functions were 

concerned, T r i p o l i was of great importance s i n c e i t was chosen 

to be a c a p i t a l of both the Umayyads and the Abbasids i n L i b y a 

Unfortunately, t h i s c e n t r a l i z a t i o n of the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

w i t h i n the town encouraged the c h i e f t r i b e s of the J e f a r a 

p l a i n and the Je*bel regions to capture the town m an attempt 

to get r i d of Arab r u l e and to govern t h e i r lands by themselves 

Thus, the town di d not enjoy peace and t r a n q u i l i t y i n c e r t a i n 

p e r i o d 3_of—the f i r s t Arab era 

2 5 THE SECOND ARAB PERIOD (91 OH 509) 

By 910 A D T r i p o l i town s t a r t e d to be s u b j e c t e d to 

p o l i t i c a l i n s t a b i l i t y , p a r t i c u l a r l y when the w a r l i k e t r i b e s 

of Beni H i l a l and Beni Suleim came to answer the appeal of the 

P a t i m i t e King Both t r i b e s a f f e c t e d the urban l i f e of the 

town and d i s t u r b e d the i n h a b i t a n t s As a r e s u l t , many dw e l l e r s 

returned to t h e i r o r i g i n a l homes i n the J e b e l , l e a v i n g t h e i r 

houses and shops A s t a t e of anarchy continued f o r the next 

three hundred years The town was s u b j e c t e d to fourteen 

d i f f e r e n t occupations, each w i t h i t s s u c c e s s i v e subjugations, 

r e b e l l i o n s , r e p r e s s i o n s and r e v o l t s , a f f e c t i n g not only the 

urban l i f e and s e c u r i t y , but a l s o the extension of the b u i l t -

up area and commercial a c t i v i t i e s T r i p o l i only maintained 
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i t s communication value as a mam r e s t c e n t r e f o r the Moslem 

p i l g r i m s of the Maghrib during t h e i r oournies to Mecca 

Although T r i p o l i town did not enjoy s t a b i l i t y during the 

second period of the Arab r u l e , urban l i f e and commercial 

a c t i v i t i e s s u r v i v e d , as we l e a r n from two Arab t r a v e l l e r s who 

v i s i t e d T r i p o l i during t h e i r t r a v e l s m North A f r i c a the f i r s t 

remarkable one was Abu Abd e l B a k r i v/no v i s i t e d T r i p o l i town 
(9) 

i n the eleventh century w ' He gave a general d e s c r i p t i o n of 

the town " T r i p o l i i s surrounded by a great huge w a l l and i t 

i s overlooking the c o a s t a l sea I t has a w e l l - s i t u a t e d mosque 

(jama Amr Ibn Ass mosque) and has a great number of markets 

which are f u l l of various goods T r i p o l i a l s o has many hot 

T u r k i s h baths The port of T r i p o l i i s s a f e and w e l l s h e l t e r e d 

from strong winds " E l B a k r i a l s o mentioned the Arab gardens 

surrounding the town and r e f e r r e d to t h e i r a g r i c u l t u r a l 

a c t i v i t i e s The second Arab t r a v e l l e r was E l T e j a n i who 

v i s i t e d T r i p o l i m 1307 A D Te^ani a l s o gave a more general 

d e s c r i p t i o n of T r i p o l i and mentioned very few urban f a c t s 

These may be summarized as f o l l o w s " T r i p o l i has a huge c a s t l e 

which i s the residence of the Wall (Governor) Tne Arab 

houses have a s t r i k i n g f e a t u r e of whiteness T r i p o l i town i s 

f u l l of bazaars w i t h t h e i r o r i e n t a l goods and has many mosques 

as w e l l as hot Tui k i s h baths "(^O) i^o information was given 

by e i t h e r Arab t r a v e l l e r on the s i z e of population 

Broadly speaking, T r i p o l i during the whole ^rab r u l e 

evolved g r e a t l y and the b u i l t - u p area extended and covered 



moat of the open land i n s i d e the w a l l e d a r e a Most of the 

"building a c t i v i t i e s were concentrated on the c o n s t r u c t i o n of 

p r i v a t e houses, mosques, shops and p u b l i c baths The 

r e s i d e n t i a l zone occupied most of the western and the northern 

s e c t i o n s of the town, whereas the commercial and i n d u s t r i a l 

zones were confined to the south-east, owing to i t s good 

a c c e s s i b i l i t y to the suburbs of T r i p o l i and the productive 

p l a i n of the J e f a r a The i n h a b i t a n t s of the town were mostly 

Berbers, Arabs and Jews 

2 6 THE SPANISH OCCUPATION AMD THF KNIGHTS OP ST JOHN OF 
JERUSALEM 

T r i p o l i town during the Spanish occupation ( 1 5 1 0 - 1 5 3 5 ) 

and during the r u l e of the Knights of St John of Jerusalem 

( 1 5 3 5 - 1 5 5 1 ) was e n t i r e l y a m i l i t a r y base There was a cohcen-

t r a t i o n of s o l d i e r s and army o f f i c e r s who were brought to 

T r i p o l i from Spam and Malta m order to g a r r i s o n the c a s t l e 

and the f o r t i f i c a t i o n s T h i s a c t i o n was taken as part of a 

campaign against the Moors i n North A f r i c a m general and 

L i b y a i n p a r t i c u l a r The Spaniards and the Knights of St 

John wanted to suppress the Moors i n t h e i r own strongholds 

a f t e r t h e i r e x p u l s i o n from Spain T h i s e x p e d i t i o n was 

supported and f i n a n c e d by King Ferdinand V and i t was under 

the command of Admiral Conte Perdo Navaro The Spanish 

r u l e r s wanted T r i p o l i to f u n c t i o n as a stronghold i n order 

to maintain t h e i r f u l l domination i n the Mediterranean b a s i n ^ 

When the Spaniards handed over T r i p o l i to the Knights of 



ko 

S t John of Jerusalem i n 1535» f o r p o l i t i c a l reasons, there 

were t h r e a t s and r e b e l l i o n s from the l o c a l t r i b e s of 

T r i p o l i t a n i a a g a i n s t the f o r e i g n r u l e The Knights of St 

John therefore concentrated t h e i r e f f o r t s on completing the 

b u i l d i n g of the c a s t l e and strengthening the w a l l s of the town 

and i t s f o r t i f i c a t i o n s These defence measures were more 

important f o r the Knights than anything e l s e 

T r i p o l i waa no longer a great commercial centre f o r 

e i t h e r l o c a l or f o r e i g n goods owing to the high taxes imposed 

on the l a t t e r Exchange of goods between the t r a d e r s of the 

town and the farmers ceased, because too many r e s t r i c t i o n s 

were imposed on the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n of goods and foo d s t u f f s 

and on-the movements of—the townls people 

Moreover, the population of the town decreased, f i r s t l y 

because of the masaacre of 5,000 people during the Spanish 

occupation, secondly the outbreak of plague and t h i r d l y the 

migration of 500 f a m i l i e s to T a j u r a , 16 kilometres to the 

east of T r i p o l i As a r e s u l t , the i n h a b i t a n t s were reduced 

to only 10,000. 

2 7 THE FIRST OTTOMAN RULE 

The Turks captured T r i p o l i i n 1551 A D from the Knights 

of S t John of Jerusalem a f t e r b i t t e r f i g h t i n g , they were 

l e d by both Murad Agha from i n l a n d and Targhut Basha from 

the sea T r i p o l i s t a r t e d to grow again The T u r k i s h governors, 

such as Darghut Basha, Ottoman Basha and Mohammed Basha, 

encouraged the b u i l d i n g of houses, shops, r e s t a u r a n t s , oafes 



and hot baths Secondly, they constructed two b i g mosques 

known as Darghut Basha's mosque and Mohammed Basha's mosque 

Both are s i t u a t e d to the e a s t e r n sector of the Old Town 

Th i r d l y , they b u i l t many primary schools i n d i f f e r e n t s e c t o r s 

of the town Economic and i n d u s t r i a l establishments were not 

neglected, f o r example, K h a l i l Basha s e t up a new f a c t o r y f o r 

manufacturing tne Libyan currency A l l these various a c t i v i ­

t i e s enlarged the b u i l t - u p area m many d i r e c t i o n s where open 

land was a v a i l a b l e 

Moreover, the T u r k i s h a d m i n i s t r a t i o n paid great a t t e n t i o n 

to the maintenance of the c a s t l e and r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of the 

f o r t i f i c a t i o n s of the w a l l s of the town These m i l i t a r y 

measures were taken by Darghut Basha i n p a r t i c u l a r , i n order 

to encounter any s u r p r i s e a t t a c k launched by the Spaniards or 

the Knights of S t John of Jerusalem from the sea 

The only notable t r a v e l l e r who v i s i t e d T r i p o l i during the 

f i r s t Ottoman occupation m 1 660 A D was E l Ayyashi He came 

from Morocco and gave a very good d e s c r i p t i o n of the w a l l s of 

the town, gates, b u i l t - u p area, houses, shops and mosques 

He was impressed b;y the s t r i k i n g whiteness of the houses and 

c l e a n s t r e e t s ^ 1 2 ) ( P l a t e 2 2) 

As f o r the population of T r i p o l i , i t i n c r e a s e d owing to 

the r e t u r n of most of the l o c a l r e s i d e n t s from T a j u r a and 

other r u r a l areas of the J e f a r a p l a i n Therefore the commer­

c i a l a c t i v i t i e s of the t r a d i t i o n a l shopping centre were 

resumed Exchange of goods developed between T r i p o l i on one 
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2.2 The b u i l t - u p area of the Old Town i n 1675 



hand, and Malta and I t a l y on the other The caravan trade 

a l s o resumed "between T r i p o l i and West A f r i c a Thus, the Arab 

Suks (markets) were very a c t i v e and the volume of the commo­

d i t i e s e i t h e r imported or manufactured m T r i p o l i i n c r e a s e d 

T r i p o l i was considered the main a d m i n i s t r a t i v e head­

quarters of the whole of T r i p o l i t a n i a as w e l l as the main 

c a p i t a l of the "Wilayat Tarabulus e l Gharb" ( L i b y a ) These 

two f u n c t i o n s i n c r e a s e d i t s s i g n i f i c a n c e as the most advanced 

and populous town i n L i b y a Moreover, T r i p o l i was a great 

m i l i t a r y base i n North A f r i c a as i t was the headquarters of 

the T u r k i s h g a r r i s o n s and the main c e n t r e of the Ottoman 

f l e e t T h i s m i l i t a r y s i g n i f i c a n c e r e s u l t e d i n the concentra­

t i o n ^ o f _ s o l d i e r s , army o f f i c e r s and t h e i r f a m i l i e s 

Broadly speaking, T r i p o l i town i n the 159 years of the 

f i r s t Ottoman r u l e grew and expanded w i t h i n the walled area, 

and the town began to emerge as a r e a l urban centre not only 

of T r i p o l i t a n i a but a l s o of North A f r i c a 

2 8 KARAMANLI RULE (1710-1835) 

T r i p o l i town continued i t s urban growth during the 

Karamanli r u l e Many p r i v a t e houses, shops and p u b l i c f a c i l i ­

t i e s , such as hot T u r k i s h baths, were s e t up m order to 

answer the needs of the growing town and i t s population Miss 

T u l l y m 1783 s t a t e s "The whole of the town appears i n a 

s e m i c i r c l e , some time before reaching the harbour's mouth 

The extreme whiteness of square f l a t b u i l d i n g s covered w i t h 

lime, which i n t h i s climate encounters the sun's f i e r c e s t r a y s , 



i s very s t r i k i n g The "baths form c l u s t e r s of cupolas very 

l a r g e , to the number of eight or ten crowded together i n 

d i f f e r e n t p a r t s of the town The mosques have i n general a 

small p l a n t a t i o n of I n d i a n f i g s and da t e - t r e e s growing c l o s e 

to them, which, a t a di s t a n c e appear to be so many r i c h 

gardens i n d i f f e r e n t p a r t s of the town, give the whole c i t y , 

i n the eyes of a European an aspect t r u l y novel and p l e a s i n g " 

She continues her d e s c r i p t i o n concerning the c a s t l e and the 

w a l l s of the town "The c a s t l e or r o y a l p a l a c e , where the 

Bashaw r e s i d e s , i s at the east end of the town, w i t h i n the 

w a l l s , with a dock-yard a d j o i n i n g , where the Bey (the Bashaw's 

el d e s t sone, and h e i r to the throne) b u i l d s h i s c r u i s e r s 

T h i s _ c a s t l e ^ i s very_ancient and i s enclosed by a^ strong high 

w a l l which appears impregnable but i t has l o s t a l l symmetry 

on the i n s i d e , from the innumerable a d d i t i o n s made to con t a i n 

the d i f f e r e n t branches of the r o y a l f a m i l y , f o r there i s 

s c a r c e l y an in s t a n c e of any of the blood r o y a l , as f a r as the 

Bashaw's great grandchildren, l i v i n g without the c a s t l e w a l l s 

These b u i l d i n g s have i n c r e a s e d i t by degrees to a l i t t l e 

i r r e g u l a r town "^^^ "The c i t y of T r i p o l i i s , or r a t h e r has 

been, surrounded by a p r o d i g i o u s l y strong w a l l , and towers, 

which are now i n bad order, but persons of judgment m these 

matters say, that with r e p a i r s only, i t might soon be made one 

of the str o n g e s t f o r t i f i c a t i o n s The sea washes t h i s town on 

three s i d e s , and on the f o u r t h a sandy p l a i n , c a l l e d the 

Menshia j o i n s i t to the r e s t of tne country l , v'^' 



The general d e s c r i p t i o n of the town given "by Miss T u l l y 

was of great s i g n i f i c a n c e i n the study of the evo l u t i o n of 

T r i p o l i Moreover, the t r a v e l l e r s P vtf Beechey and H N 

Beechey a l s o v i s i t e d T r i p o l i i n 1327 and gave another general 

d e s c r i p t i o n of the s i t e of the town, i t s form, w a l l s and 

c a s t l e They disagreed w i t h Leo Afi icanus who v i s i t e d T r i p o l i 

i n 1516 They s t a t e d on the "beauty of T r i p o l i town "Leo 

Af r i c a n u s has informed us that the houses and bazaars of 

T r i p o l i were handsome compared w i t h those of Tunis How f a r 

t h i s e p i t h e t might have been a p p l i c a b l e a t the period here 

a l l u d e d to, we are not ourselves able to judge, but we must 

confess that the beauty of the e x i s t i n g houses and bazaars 

of T r i p o l i d i d not appear to us p a r t i c u l a r l y s t r i k i n g , and 

i f the comparison drawn by Leo may be s t i l l supposed to hold, 

we do not envy the a r c h i t e c t s ot Tunis whatever fame they may 

have acquired by e r e c t i o n of the most admired b u i l d i n g s of 

the c i t y " ( 1 6 ) 

However, no more information was given by Arab or 

European t r a v e l l e r s on the number of houses, shops, r e s t a u r a n t s 

h o t e l s , e t c , or on the c o n s t r u c t i o n a c t i v i t i e s w i t a i n the 

town on the par t of the l o c a l i n h a b i t a n t s The only remaining 

b u i l d i n g i s the b i g mosque known as Ahmed Basha's mosque, 

which was b u i l t by Ahmed Basha, the f i r s t V/ali of the Karamanli 

dynasty The mosque i s s i t u a t e d now on high land v e r y c l o s e 

to the s i t e of Amr Ibn Ass ancient mosque 

When Yousaf Basha ( t h e second nephew of Ahmed Basha, the 



head of the Karamanli f a m i l y ) came t o power (1798-1 83U), he 
concentrated most of h i s e f f o r t s on spending money on the 
Libyan marine f l e e t which brought a l o t of revenue Ben 
Massoud Fushika states,"During h i s governorship Libya enjoyed 
the most prosperous period she ever had This /as p r i m a r i l y 
due t o the abundant revenue which h i s s o l d i e r s obtained from 
the European ships which crossed the southern Mediterranean 
Sea The ships t h a t paid the p r o t e c t i o n money he requested 
were given safe passage Those which refused t o pay were 

( M ) 

seized and brought t o T r i p o l i as p r i z e s " v ' 
Moreover, the Karamanli r u l e r s encouraged the slave and 

caravan trades i n order t o get more taxes from the t r a d e r s 
The t r a f f i c both t o ~ n o r t h and south increased enormously, and 
brought q u i t e a considerable income to the Governmental 
budget But owing t o heavy expenditure spent on the Libyan 
marine f l e e t and the huge Kararaanli f a m i l y , the Government had 
not s u f f i c i e n t c a p i t a l t o i n v e s t i n economic or s o c i a l schemes 
and planning programmes The maintenance of the w a l l s and the 
f o r t i f i c a t i o n s of the town gained most a t t e n t i o n , m order t o 
secure the s t a t e against e i t h e r l o c a l or f o r e i g n s u r p r i s e 
a t t a c k 

The p o p u l a t i o n of T r i p o l i decreased during the l a s t r u l e 
of the Karamanli f a m i l y owing t o tnree d i s a s t e r s The f i r s t 
was the famine of 17814- which a f f e c t e d the town's people as 
w e l l as the r u i a l people, and caused many deaths The second 
was the a p p a l l i n g plague which occurred i n 1785 and r e s u l t e d i n 



the deaths of 10,000 people w i t h i n the town, and 25,000 people 
i n the Menshla ( t h e suburb of the town) The t h i r d d i s a s t e r 
was the occupation of T r i p o l i i n 1793 by the Georgian 
adventurer, A l l Borgul, and the massacre of many townspeople v 

As a r e s u l t , a great number of the i n h a b i t a n t s f l e d i n l a n d 
escaping from t e r r o r and disease and T r i p o l i "became a r e a l 
ghost town e s p e c i a l l y when f i g h t i n g "broke out between Yousaf 
Basha and A l l Basha f o r c e s . 
2.9 THE SECOND OTTOMAN RULE (1835-1 911) 

The second Ottoman r u l e may be d i v i d e d i n t o two periods 
The f i r s t p e r i o d from 1835-1862 was charac t e r i z e d "by the 
i n s t a b i l i t y of the Turkish a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , owing t o the s e r i e s 
of r e b e l l i o n s a n d d i s o r d e r s which broke out i n many p a r t s of 
T r i p o l i t a n i a The c h i e f s of S i r t e and Ganan regions, f o r 
example, wished t o r u l e t h e i r own lands and to get more 
autonomy, w h i l s t the Turkish Governors wanted t o b r i n g them 
under t h e i r own a d m i n i s t r a t i o n However, the three year 
pe r i o d o f r u l e allowed t o each Turkish Governor was too short 

(1 9} 
to enable them t o achieve any serious reforms v ' 

The second pe r i o d of Ottoman r u l e from 1836-1911 was 7 

characterized g e n e r a l l y by gr e a t e r p o l i t i c a l s t a b i l i t y , and 
the Turkish Governors r e a l i z i n g the backwardness of these 
North A f r i c a n t e r r i t o r i e s , s t a r t e d t o conduct serious urban, 
s o c i a l and economic schemes The aim was t o improve the 
standard of l i v i n g of T r i p o l i t a n i a n s who had s u f f e r e d very 
much from neglect by the Ottoman a u t h o r i t y T r i p o l i was 



a f f e c t e d g r e a t l y "by these reforms The most important 
s o c i a l schemes were the establishment of c o u r t s , h o s p i t a l s 
and dispensaries, primary and secondary schools, a m i l i t a r y 
c o l l e g e , an I s l a m i c school f o r a r t s and h a n d i c r a f t s The 
Turkish Governors also established a school f o r i n d u s t r i a l 
t r a i n i n g , constructed the market of Suk e l Mushir i n the Old 
Town, and encouraged people t o open rest a u r a n t s and h o t e l s . 
Apart from the economic schemes, the T u r k i s h Governors p a i d 
great a t t e n t i o n t o the maintenance of T r i p o l i ' s c a s t l e and 
the w a l l s of the town Moreover, a "building f o r the 
M u n i c i p a l i t y of T r i p o l i was established i n the Old Town, f o r 
the f i r s t time i n Libya The M u n i c i p a l i t y was authorized t o 

-Carry^out du11es such as the i n s p e c t i o n of f o o d s t u f f s i n the 
markets and the shops,, the issue of commercial l i c e n c e s , the 
cleaning of the c i t y , the supply of water resouroes, the 
establishment of a sewerage system, the s u p e r v i s i o n of bars 
and cafes 

By the year of 1885, the Turkish A d m i n i s t r a t i o n issued 
a very short census on the number of the establishments 
e x i s t i n g i n the town Their enumeration i s as f o l l o w s 



Table 2.1 Commercial Establishments, Dwellings and 
I n s t i t u t i o n s i n the Old Town of T r i p o l i . 1885 

Type of commercial establishment, 
i n s t i t u t i o n , etc Number 

Big mosques (jamaa) 9 
Small mosques (Masjid) 18 
Churches 5 
Synagogues 7 
Secondary schools 1 
Primary schools f o r boys 15 
Primary schools f o r g i r l s 1 
Free Islamic centres 3 
Bakeries 20 
M i l l s 22 
Workshops-for-leather dressings 1 
Shops 1,019 
General wholesale stores ko 
Cafes 22 
Turk i s h baths ik 
Hotels 13 
Pharmacies 3 
H o s p i t a l s 1 
T r a d i t i o n a l houses 2,1+53 
B r i t i s h f i r m s 9 
Maltese f i r m s 11 
European consulates 7 

T o t a l 3,69U 

Source A n t i q u i t i e s Department. T r i p o l i . 1967 
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The p o p u l a t i o n of T r i p o l i ( t h e Old Town and the Menshia 
area) numbered 25,000 i n 1885, and f o r e i g n e r s numbered 1,911 
2 10 THE OLD TOWN DURING THE LAST OTTOMAN RULE 

The Old Town completed i t s f i n a l urban development during 
the l a s t Ottoman r u l e , when the b u i l t - u p area covered the t o t a l 
land of the "Madina" f o r r e s i d e n t i a l , commercial and admini­
s t r a t i v e uses This c o n c e n t r a t i o n of b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n the 
Madina r e s u l t e d i n a t t r a c t i n g more urban re s i d e n t s as w e l l as 
s t i m u l a t i n g s p e c i a l i z e d commercial a c t i v i t i e s and h a n d i c r a f t 
workshops f o r t e x t i l e s , gold, s i l v e r smiths and le a t h e r s 
w i t h i n the southern and eastern p a r t s of the Madina, w h i l e 
the r e s i d e n t i a l areas occupied the c e n t r a l and the northern 
p a r t s of-the_Madina _ 

The Madina r e f l e c t s many i n f l u e n c e s , i n c l u d i n g s o c i a l 
classes, high p r i c e s of land, and p o l i t i c a l i n s t a b i l i t y which 
f o r c e d the business men, t r a d e r s , a d m i n i s t r a t o r s and other 
c i v i l servants t o l i v e and work w i t h i n the w a l l e d Madina ar^a 
A l l these p o l i t i c a l and economic f a c t o r s have g r e a t l y 
i n f l u e n c e d the shape of the Madina and concentrated a l l kinds 
of land use pa t t e r n s and l i m i t e d i t s expansion This concen­
t r a t i o n of various urban land uses i n a w a l l e d town i s t y p i c a l 
of a l l n a t i v e North A f r i c a n c i t i e s and towns euch as Fez, the 
Casba of A l g i e r s and the Old Town of Tunis A l l the layouts 
o f these t r a d i t i o n a l Arab towns have the same c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 
i n terms of town p l a n and morphology of the houses and s t r e e t s 



An examination of the Madina w i t h i n the l a s t Ottoman 
occupation reveals t h a t the "built-up area oocupied the whole 
t o t a l area w i t h i n the w a l l s of the town and covered 32 8 
hectares The commercial use occupied o n e - t h i r d of the Madina, 
the r e s t "being r e s i d e n t i a l and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e The limestone 
w a l l s of the Madina were " b u i l t "by the Romans, then the Arabs, 
Spaniards, and were e v e n t u a l l y reconstructed by the T u r k i s h 
m i l i t a r y engineers The t o t a l l e n g t h of the w a l l was 2,700 
metres The w a l l had f o u r gates Zenata, Bab e l Bahr, 
Khandag ( o r Arab gate) and Menshia ( F i g 2 2) When A l l Rida 
Basha became a Governor of Libya i n 1869 he closed Bab Zenata 
and opened a new gate known as Bab e l Jedid (new gate) These 
gates-were closedJbyi^special guards at n i g h t , when nobody was 
allowed t o enter w i t h o u t the permission of the a u t h o r i t i e s 

The i r r e g u l a r and narrow s t r e e t s and avenues of the 
Madina are very numerous ( P l a t e 2 3) This was c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 
of t r a d i t i o n a l Arab planning which d i d not f o l l o w any r e g u l a r 
forms as w e l l as absence of e f f e c t i v e planning of the r u l e r s 
I t also r e f l e c t e d the economic value of the land and the 
desire of people t o l i v e close together Streets and avenues 
occupied a considerable p a r t of the t o t a l area they are 
estimated t o cover s i x hectares 

The d i r e c t i o n s of the mam s t r e e t s d i f f e r e d from one 
sector t o another Three cross s t r e e t s ran from south-west t o 
north-east, and f o u r long s t r e e t s ran from south t o n o r t h . 
Both cross and long s t r e e t s are about f o u r metres wide, and are 
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convenient f o r animal t r a n s p o r t a t i o n (and now f o r s m a l l ca r s 

i n one d i r e c t i o n ) These major s t r e e t s , which date from 

T u r k i s h r u l e , were of great importance, as the;y l e d to the 

main gates of the town Moreover, they were considered as 

good access to Menshia (suburbs of the Old Town) There are 

a l s o numerous narrow a l l e y s , l o c a t e d g e n e r a l l y i n the western 

s e c t o r s of the Madina which were b u i l t during the Arab or 

Karamanli r u l e s ( F i g 2 2) 

Two types of houses e x i s t e d the ancient Arab houses are 

l o c a t e d m the western s e c t o r of the Madina i n the quarters of 

Hornet Garian, Kushat e l S u f f a r , Bab e l Bahr and the ex-Jewish 

quarters (Haia e l Kabira and Hara e l S a g h i r a ) ( F i g 2 3) The 

a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e _ _ i s _ p u r e l y Arab, which i s g e n e r a l l y c h a r a c ­

t e r i z e d by i t s s i m p l i c i t y and absence ol design Here the 

house c o n s i s t s of one or two f l o o r s , and has g e n e r a l l y s e v e r a l 

rooms a work room, a general l i v i n g room, bedroom, a k i t c h e n 

a s t o r e room, and two or three bedrooms The courtyard 

occupies the c e n t r a l p a r t of the house Each room has one or 

two windows to the courtyard The e x i s t e n c e of tne courtyard 

i s very necessary, as i t a l lows women to move f r e e l y and to be 

unwatched by neighbours or passers-by I n a d d i t i o n , there i s 

a narrow c o r r i d o r which connects the courtyard w i t h the main 

door of the house The Arab house seems to have contained i n 

general a s i n g l e - f a m i l y household, so t h a t the number of 

households m general was the same as the number of houses 
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I n c o n t r a s t , the modern Turkish houses are confined 
mainly t o the eastern sector of the Madina Here, the house 
consists of two f l o o r s and several rooms The courtyard i s 
also found m the centre w i t h wider c o r r i d o r s The T u r k i s h 
house i s w e l l designed and decorated I t can support the 
accommodation of two f a m i l i e s 

Both Arab and Turkish houses g e n e r a l l y have a rect a n g u l a r 
or square base Houses are attached t o each other, f a c i n g the 
s t r e e t and w i t h a frontage of one or two windows The r o o f 
i s f l a t f o r t r a d i t i o n a l and c u l t u r a l reasons The b u i l d i n g 
m a t e r i a l of the Madina i s mainly limestones which were found 
i n two areas, Dahra and Gargaresh Limestone i s cheap, 
r e l a t i v e l y _ e a s y to_work, _and_highly r e s i s t a n t to the c l i m a t i c 
c o n ditions of the country, such as v a r i a t i o n of temperatures 
and humidity Roofs of Arab houses are made of date palm 
wood which were found e x t e n s i v e l y i n a l l surrounding a g r i c u l ­
t u r a l lands of the Menshia and Suk e l Juma areas T u r k i s h 
houses had roofs of imported wood from I t a l y . 

R e s i d e n t i a l areas were d i v i d e d as f o l l o w s (Pig 2 3 ) -
( $ ) The Arab r e s i d e n t i a l zone included four quarters 

Hornet e l Baladia, Hornet Garian, Kushat e l Su f f a r and 
Bab e l Bahr. 

(b) The Jewish r e s i d e n t i a l zone was loc a t e d t o the n o r t h ­
west of the Madina, i n c l u d i n g Hara e l Kebira and Hara 
e l Saghira 

(o) A l i e n s , i n c l u d i n g the dip l o m a t i c corps, l i v e d mainly i n 



F i g u r e 2 3 

8 

5 x 3 £ 2 UJ 
UJ UJ 

1 
o v in 

UJ L U 



the eastern sector of the Madina 
The shopping centre of the Madina included various Suks 

(markets) such as Suk e l Rubaa, Suk e l Nesaa, Suk e l L e f f a , 
Suk e l Siagga, Suk e l A t t a r a and Bab e l Horiyah A l l these 
suks fun c t i o n e d f o r various commercial a c t i v i t i e s such-as 
barracans, t e x t i l e s , s i l v e r and gold smiths, etc (see 
Chapter 1+) 

Workshops were lo c a t e d near the t r a d i t i o n a l shopping 
centre i n e l Penedga and Suk e l H a r i r 

A l l these d i f f e r e n t types of suks and workshops were 
loc a t e d close t o each other i n the south and south-east of 
the Madina Shoppers could move from one suk t o another 
e a s i l y , and shoppers from the suburbs of T r i p o l i could come 
through the mam gates, as f o r instance, Khandag or Bab e l 
Arab I n other words, the a c c e s s i b i l i t y of the shopping 
centre was of great importance not only f o r the i n h a b i t a n t s 
of the town but also f o r the r u r a l people of T r i p o l i t a n i a . 

E c c l e s i a s t i c a l b u i l d i n g s included mosques, churches and 
synagogues Small Arab mosques were l o c a t e d i n the western 
sector o f the Madina. They were chara c t e r i z e d by t h e i r 
s i m p l i c i t y and absence of decoration The l a r g e mosques 
which were b u i l t by the Turkish Governors, were decorated and 
w e l l designed, and were located i n the eastern p a r t of the 
Madina, where upper class people l i v e d 

Churches were located i n the middle of the Madina, where 
the C h r i s t i a n people used to l i v e , the biggest church was the 
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Roman Cat h o l i c and the Orthodox church ranked second 
Synagogues were confined t o ex^Jewish quarters i n Hara 

e l Kabira and Hara e l Saghira, e s p e c i a l l y m the former 
Government schools were s i t u a t e d t o the eastern p a r t of 

the Madina whereas the Koranic schools were w e l l d i s t r i b u t e d 
throughout the whole r e s i d e n t i a l quarters C h r i s t i a n and 
Jewish schools were found i n the middle and western sectors 
of the Madina 

The Turkish Government was located i n the c a s t l e Here 
the headquarters of the Turkish a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , Governor's 
o f f i c e , s e c r e t a r i a l o f f i c e , Law Court, P o l i c e Headquarters, 
p r i s o n and various a d m i n i s t r a t i v e departments occupied the 
north e r n p a r t of the c a s t l e , w h i l s t the m i l i t a r y g a r r i s o n 
o f the Turkish s o l d i e r s (1 ,500) occupied the southern p a r t 
of the c a s t l e The c a s t l e was thus the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e head­
quarters as w e l l as the main m i l i t a r y "base 

Other Government b u i l d i n g s such as the Turkish M i l i t a r y 
College, Government stores and the Police S t a t i o n , were found 
at the Bab Bahr quarter The Customs department and warehouses 
were at the p o r t , w h i l e the M u n i c i p a l i t y of T r i p o l i was 
s i t u a t e d i n Suk e l Turk w i t h i n the Madina 

A l l the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e o f f i c e s were confined t o the 
eastern sector of the town near the commercial and i n d u s t r i a l 
zones 
2 11 EVOLUTION OF SUBURBS 

During the l a s t Ottoman r u l e ( 1 8 8 2 H 9 1 1 ) , the Turkish 



55 

Governors s t a r t e d t o encourage the i n h a b i t a n t s of the Madina 
to l i v e outside i t The motive was a s s i s t e d by p o l i t i c a l 
s t a b i l i t y i n Libya as a whole and the desire of the Turkish 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n to solve the problem of overcrowding w i t h i n 
the r e s i d e n t i a l areas of the Madina owing t o the r a p i d growth 
of the po p u l a t i o n and r u r a l m i g r a t i o n 

There are some geographical f a c t o r s which encouraged 
the Turkish a d m i n i s t r a t i o n t o implement i t s new p o l i c y , 
f i r s t l y , the existence of u n c u l t i v a t e d land and open spaces 
w i t h i n the Menshia which could be developed f o r urban uses 
Secondly, the a c c e s s i b i l i t y of the Menshia t o the Old Town 
T h i r d l y , the p r o x i m i t y of the Menshia t o the Madina There­
f o r e some_urban_development began to e m e r g e j r i t h i n _ t h e Menshia 
area and r e s u l t e d i n various commercial, r e s i d e n t i a l , and other 
p u b l i c and semi-public urban uses 
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Table 2 2 Commercial establishments, i n s t i t u t i o n s ~ 1 
and gardens i n the Menshia I n 1911 

Kind of commercial, r e s i d e n t i a l 
and other i n s t i t u t i o n s Number 

Big mosques (jawamah) i+5 

Small mosques (Masa;)id) 71 

Churches 2 

Zawayah ( r e l i g i o u s centres) k5 

Primary and Koranic schools 30 

M i l l s 25 

Hotels i+8 

Shops 595 

Cafes 22 

M i l i t a r y h o s p i t a l 1 

T r a d i t i o n a l houses 1,500 

Arab gardens 1 ,200 

T o t a l 3,581+ 

The e x i s t i n g suburbs of the Menshia i n 1911 were -
(a) B e l k h e i r quarter which occupied the area now occupied by 

the present quarter The r e s i d e n t i a l areas were concen­
t r a t e d t o the south of the Menshia, whereas the commercial 
zone was confined t o Amr Ibn Ass S t r e e t ( F i g 0 2) 

( b ) Mizran quar t e r , which was s i t u a t e d t o the east of Bel k h e i r 
quarter, having a l a r g e r r e s i d e n t i a l area than Belkheir 
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The northern p a r t of the quarter was more influenced by 
Tu r k i s h a r c h i t e c t u r e The southern p a r t of the quarter 
was mainly i n Arab s t y l e The nor t n e r n p a r t was i n f a c t 
a r e s i d e n t i a l area f o r wealthy people and government 
employees, whereas the southern p a r t was a r e s i d e n t i a l 
area f o r the middle and l i m i t e d income groups The 
commercial area was lo c a t e d along Mizran St r e e t 

( c ) Shara e l Zawia quarter l a y t o the south Two sectors, 
northern and southern, were separated "by small s c a t t e r e d 
Ara"b gardens The design of "both sectors had the same 
Arab s t y l e of a r c h i t e c t u r e The quarter was the residen 
t i a l area of l i m i t e d income groups and the new a r r i v a l s 

_ from_rural_areas, t h a t i s to say, i t was less advanced 
m terms of standard of l i v i n g 

( d ) Dahra quarter was i n the south-east of the Madina on the 
way t o the most productive oasis of Suk e l Juma The 

main road crossed both sectors 
( e ) Zawiet e l Dahmani quarter was l o c a t e d along the main road 

of Zawiet e l Dahmani t o the east of T r i p o l i The r e s i ­
d e n t i a l area was s i t u a t e d a short distance away from the 
main road, whereas the shopping centre was confined t o 
the sides o f the road The quarter grew as a small 
suburb owing t o i t s a c c e s s i b i l i t y to the Suk e l Juma 
Other Menshia quarters were mostly s c a t t e r e d b u i l t - u p 

areas, and they were lo c a t e d near, the main roads whose 

fifra quarter had two agglora r a t i o n s of b u i l t - u p area, and the 



a c c e s s i b i l i t y t o the a g r i c u l t u r a l areas was of great importance, 
as f o r example, Shara e l Kebir, Shara Ben Ashur, Shara e l 
Gharbi and Gargaresh together w i t h shops which were sc a t t e r e d 
and catered f o r every day requirements The l o c a t i o n of houses 
was found along the main roads and w i t h i n the Arab gardens 
I n other words, the impact of r u r a l l i f e upon these suburbs 
was very strong owing t o t h e i r p r o x i m i t y t o the a g r i c u l t u r a l 
areas of T r i p o l i . 

The Menshia had three market places The f i r s t was 
s i t u a t e d t o the south of the Khandajgate and mainly s p e c i a l i z e d 
i n s e l l i n g f o o d s t u f f s and vegetables, f r u i t s and breads ( P l a t e 
2 1+). The second was the Suk e l Telatah (Tuesday market) 
which occupied h a l f the hectare (now Gazala square) and p u b l i c 
gardens The suk was f o r wholesaling and was of great 
importance, not only f o r the i n h a b i t a n t s of T r i p o l i , but also 
f o r a l l the r u r a l people l i v i n g near the town, being considered 
as the biggest suk i n Libya The t h i r d suk, w i t h i t s numerous 
shops, was e s t a b l i s h e d by the Turkish a d m i n i s t r a t i o n along 
e i t h e r side of Shara e l A z i z i a (now I s t i q l a l S t r e e t ) The 
suk was a c t i v e f o r b o t h wholesaling and r e t a i l i n g , and contained 
numerous shops and stores 

The p o p u l a t i o n of the Menshia numbered 20,000 i n 1885. 
This increase of p o p u l a t i o n wa3 due t o the movement of the 
p o p u l a t i o n of the Madina t o the new r e s i d e n t i a l areas, and an 
i n f l o w of many r u r a l f a m i l i e s t o r e s i d e i n the surrounding 
areas of T r i p o l i , e s p e c i a l l y i n Gargaresh, Shara e l Kebir and 



P l a t e 2.4(A) Suk e l Khubza (Bread Market) at Khandag i n 1911 

I n L 

P l a t e 2.4(B) The Khandag Gate i n 1969 
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Shara e l Srira, where accommodation was p o s s i b l e 
Conclusion 

I t can "be seen t h a t the Old Town of T r i p o l i evolved from 
a small commercial centre e s t a b l i s h e d "by Phoenicians This 
urban settlement grew during the Roman, Arab, and Ottoman 
r u l e s , u n t i l i t completed i t s f i n a l development at the end of 
the l a t t e r (Fig.2 2+) New r e s i d e n t i a l quarters w i t h i n the 
Menshia area emerged as a r e s u l t of the p o l i t i c a l s t a b i l i t y 
i n Libya and the desire of the Turkish a d m i n i s t r a t i o n t o 
create new urban areas outside of the Madina 
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P l a t e 2.5 The eastern,, c e n t r a l , and western p a r t s of the Old Town 
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P l a t e 2.6 Southern p a r t s of the O l d Town and a p a r t of the northern 

s e c t o r s of the c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t 
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CHAPTER I I I 

THE NEW TRIPOLI A DYNAMIC CITY 

3 1 THE ITALIAN ERA 
The I t a l i a n army took over T r i p o l i on October 5 t h , 1911> 

ending the Ottoman r u l e not only i n T r i p o l i t a n i a hut also i n 
Libya as a whole T r i p o l i then began t o witness a new era of 
modern I t a l i a n u r b a n i z a t i o n which was t o have profound e f f e c t 
upon i t s morphology A new European type of c i t y was_created 
i n North A f r i c a , d i f f e r i n g completely from the o l d medieaval 
town This was r e a l i z e d mainly by the replanning of the 
Menshia, the r e s u l t o f which was the emergence of a modern 
c o l o n i a l c i t y of I t a l i a n design 

There were three major phases m the I t a l i a n u r b a n i z a t i o n 
o l T r i p o l i 1911-21, 1922-32 and 1933-39. The p r e l i m i n a r y 
phase was mostly characterized by d e m o l i t i o n of parts of the 
old town w a l l s e s p e c i a l l y the eastern and northern sections 
The I t a l i a n s l e f t only the southern and western sections f o r 
t h e i r h i s t o r i c a l value The southern s e c t i o n extended from 
the c a s t l e as f a r as the Bab e l Horiyah and the western s e c t i o n 
stretch e d from the Bab e l Jedid as f a r as the north-western 
end of the ex^Jewish quarters ( E l Hara e l Kebira and E l Hara 



e l Saghira (Pig.2 2 ) ) The I t a l i a n s aimed "by t h e i r d e m o l i t i o n 
of the w a l l s t o "break the stronghold of the Old Town so t h a t 
they could more e a s i l y suppress any r e s i s t a n c e exercised "by 
the people i n s i d e the w a l l e d area 

Another step taken "by the I t a l i a n s t o secure t h e i r 
occupation, was the "building of new w a l l s surrounding the 
whole Menshia These m i l i t a r y measures were undertaken t o 
safeguard against any s u r p r i s e attacks on the I t a l i a n army 
s t a t i o n e d i n T r i p o l i The c o n s t r u c t i o n of the new w a l l s was 
completed "by the I t a l i a n army i n 1 91U They extended from 
the extreme north-east of the c i t y , surrounded the whole 
southern sectors and ran as f a r as the north-west of the 
Menshia ( P l a t e 3 1) They extended f o r 11 5 kilometres jand 
encompassed an area of 18 1 sq kilometres ( P i g 3 1) 

The gates i n the w a l l s were as f o l l o w s -
1 Amrus gate which connected T r i p o l i w i t h the Suk e l Jumah 

d i s t r i c t 
2 Tajura gate connecting w i t h the Tajura oasis 
3 Tarhuna gate connecting w i t h settlements of Tarhuna t r i b e s 
k E l Fornage gate leading t o the a g r i c u l t u r a l area of E l 

Pornage 
5 Am Zara gate leading t o S i d i Mesri 
6 Ben Gashir gate which was important f o r access t o the Ben 

Gashir area 
7 Accara gate which gave access t o the settlement area of the 

migrated Accara t r i b e s of the G-hibla 
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8 A z i z i a gate leading to the settlement of the most powerful 
t r i b e s of the Jefara 

9 Gargaresh gate connecting w i t h the most f e r t i l e oases of 
the western T r i p o l i t a n i a n zone 

This alignment of the gates w i t h "both the c o a s t a l zone 
of T r i p o l i t a n i a and the h i n t e r l a n d of the Jefara was of great 
importance to the I t a l i a n s i n terms of communications and the 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n of m i l i t a r y equipment and supplies The gates 
were t h e r e f o r e s t r o n g l y guarded by I t a l i a n troops i n order t o 
p r o t e c t the army and i t s i n s t a l l a t i o n s , as w e l l as t o stop 
smuggling of any food supplies or arms out of the w a l l e d area 
The I t a l i a n army also constructed a road extending immediately 

"behind the_ w a l l s toi f a c i l i t a t e the movement of troops from 
one p a r t of the c i t y t o another 

However, the new I t a l i a n w a l l s created an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
"boundary "between the Menshia and Suk e l Junta d i s t r i c t 

W i t h i n the newly walled area, many changes were i n i t i a t e d 
"by the I t a l i a n Government a c t i n g w i t h the T r i p o l i M u n i c i p a l i t y 
The Arab gardens and the open spaces near the w a l l e d "built-up 
area of the Old Town were expropriated The l o c a l Arab houses, 
shops and inns were con f i s c a t e d and demolished t o make way f o r 
new "buildings The main changes were i n the new T u r k i s h 
s t r e e t s such as Shara e l A z i z i a (now I s t i q l a l S t r e e t ) ( P l a t e 
3 2) and Shara Recardo (now 21+ December S t r e e t ) Furthermore, 
the I t a l i a n s took another step i n urban redevelopment by 
t r a n s f e r r i n g the most t r a d i t i o n a l Arab Suks (markets) such as 



P l a t e 3.2(A) A z i z i a s t r e e t i n 1911 

: 

: 

-

i 

P l a t e 3.2(B) A z i z i a s t r e e t i n 1969 (now I s t i q l a l s t r e e t ) . 
Note the impact of the I t a l i a n c o l o n i z a t i o n . 
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the Suk e l Tulatah (Tuesday market) and the Suk e l Khubza 
("bread market) from t h e i r o r i g i n a l places t o new s i t e s The 
former i s now occupied "by Gazala Square and the l a t t e r i s 
occupied "by Castle Square The I t a l i a n s also replanned other 
sectors of the c i t y and the whole of T r i p o l i ' s harbour coast 

B u i l d i n g s f o r p u b l i c a d m i n i s t r a t i o n as w e l l as a number 
of apartments t o accommodate the I t a l i a n o f f i c i a l s and t h e i r 
f a m i l i e s , were constructed near the coast area i n the Shara 
e l Shatt quarter There was l i t t l e p r i v a t e b u i l d i n g by 
i n d i v i d u a l I t a l i a n s owing t o the l i m i t e d number of s e t t l e r s 
and lack of c a p i t a l t o be spent on c o n s t r u c t i o n 

For defensive purposes, the o l d core of the c a s t l e was 
reconstructed and new barracks were set up i n d i f f e j r e n t p a r t s 
of the c i t y i n order t o accommodate 1+0,000 I t a l i a n s o l d i e r s 

The b u i l t - u p area, during the p r e l i m i n a r y phase of the 
I t a l i a n occupation was, t h e r e f o r e , of l i m i t e d size I t 
consisted only of the Old Town and the s c a t t e r e d Arab quarters 
w i t h the I t a l i a n a d m i n i s t r a t i v e b u i l d i n g s and t h e i r army 
i n s t a l l a t i o n s This r e s t r i c t e d urban development was explained 
p a r t l y by the outbreak of the F i r s t World War i n ^^^U. and 
p a r t l y by the continuous m i l i t a r y r e s i s t a n c e of T r i p o l i t a n i a n s . 

The p o p u l a t i o n of both the Old Town and the Menshia was 
30,378 i n 1911, of whom 22,663 l i v e d i n the Old Town, and 

(1 ) 
7,715 m the Menshia v 1 There are no r e l i a b l e f i g u r e s f o r 
the number of people k i l l e d d u r i n g the beginning of the 
I t a l i a n occupation nor f o r the number of people who migrated 
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t o T unisia and Egypt 
The second phase of the I t a l i a n occupation began I n 1922, 

when the Fascist p a r t y came t o power m I t a l y under t h e i r new 
leader, M u s s o l i n i . Mussolini d i d not attempt t o reach peace 
by n e g o t i a t i o n but i n s i s t e d on using f o r c e General Graziani 
was appointed as Commander m Chief of the I t a l i a n army i n an 
attempt to suppress the Libyan g u e r i l l a f i g h t e r s By 1929» 
Mussolini had succeeded m ending most l o c a l r esistance 

Tne I t a l i a n Government then began urban development 
sehemes on a large scale The reasons f o r t h i s were (1 ) the 
Government wished to demonstrate i t s a b i l i t y t o c o n t r o l i t s 
new A f r i c a n c o l o n i e s , ( 2 ) i n an attempt t o solve the problem 
of o v e r - p o p u l a t i o n i n I t a l y , i t encouraged t e c h n i c i a n s , ^ h o p -
keepers, labourers and e s p e c i a l l y the poor peasants of the 
south to emigrate, and ( 3 ) i t wanted t o create a f u l l urban 

(2) 

l i f e f o r the new I t a l i a n s e t t l e r s v ' 
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e b u i l d i n g s were constructed i n many sectors 

of the c i t y These were both o f f i c e s and residences f o r 
important o f f i c i a l s I n a d d i t i o n , much encouragement was 
given by the Mussolini Government t o I t a l i a n f i r m s t o construct 
other r e s i d e n t i a l and commercial b u i l d i n g s Consequently, 
there arose many p r i v a t e houses, banks and m u l t i - s t o r e y e d 
b u i l d i n g s i n the main s t r e e t s , as f o r instance, m the Corso 
V i t t o r i o Emanuele (now I s t i q l a l S t r e e t ) , Via Lombardia (now 
2l\. December S t r e e t ) , Via Lazio (now Mizran S t r e e t ) and Corso 
S j b i l i a (now Omar e l Mukhtar S t r e e t ) 



Alao the I t a l i a n Government er e c t e d three h o t e l s designed 

i n Moorish s t y l e i n d i f f e r e n t s i t e s of the c o a s t a l promenade 

(Lungomare Gonte Vo l p i and Passeggiata M a r e s c i a l l o Bado|^gjio 

now Adrian P e l t S t r e e t ) Grant Hotel, Waddan and the Del 

Mehari These were "built to accommodate the important army-

o f f i c e r s as w e l l as high o f f i c i a l s ard businessmen 

Other I t a l i a n m i l i t a r y i n s t a l l a t i o n s and "barracks were 

erected, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the Shara e l Srim quarter and near 

A z i z i a Gate and Gurgi T h i s was due to the growing number of 

the I t a l i a n s o l d i e r s who reached 120,000 "by the end of 1930 

The c o n s t r u c t i o n of these m i l i t a r y i n s t a l l a t i o n s was to 

enforce the I t a l i a n c o l o n i a l p o l i c y ( a s d i c t a t e d "by M u s s o l i n i ) , 

and a l s o t o ^ b u i l d up a strong army i n case of opposition to 

t h i s p o l i c y Therefore T r i p o l i became a very important 

I t a l i a n m i l i t a r y base, not only f o r L i b y a but a l s o f o r the 

I t a l i a n c o l o n i e s m E a s t A f r i c a 

As f a r as the s o c i a l s e r v i c e s were concerned, the I t a l i a n 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n improved the water s u p p l i e s of the c i t y by 

digging new w e l l s i n the E l Fornage and Bu Mulyana a r e a s , and 

e s t a b l i s h e d two pumping s t a t i o n s New water pipes were 

constructed to provide f r e s h water to a l l the c i t i z e n s i n the 

new s e c t o r s of the c i t y A l s o the M u n i c i p a l i t y of T r i p o l i 

w i t h the t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e of the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , s e t up 

new sewerage systems w i t h i n the old and new towns a l i k e 

Health s e r v i c e s and education gained some a t t e n t i o n from 

the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n S e v e r a l block b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n the , 



68 

Government H o s p i t a l were e r e c t e d f o r treatment of d i f f e r e n t 

d i s e a s e s Also the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n e s t a b l i s h e d s e v e r a l 

d i s p e n s a r i e s w i t h i n the r e s i d e n t i a l areas of the c i t y Primary 

schools f o r "both "boys and g i r l s were "built i n V i a Manzoni 

(Maamun S t r e e t ) , they were the biggest schools i n T r i p o l i and 

were confined to Libyan p u p i l s Secondary schools f o r the 

Libyans were not constructed owing to the F a s c i s t education 

p o l i c y which did not allow the Arabs to have more than a 

primary education 

A l l these various b u i l d i n g s t h e r e f o r e enlarged substan­

t i a l l y the b u i l t - u p area of T r i p o l i , e s p e c i a l l y towards the 

south and south-east where the amount of both c o n f i s c a t e d 

p r o p e r t i e s and open spaces was g r e a t e r The other p a r t s 

were l i t t l e developed p a r t l y because they were to be d e a l t 

w i t h at a l a t e r stage but a l s o because many Arab landowners 

refused to s e l l t h e i r land p r o p e r t i e s to the l o c a l a u t h o r i t y 

The t h i r d phase of the I t a l i a n u r b a n i z a t i o n of T r i p o l i 

began with the appointment i n 1 933 of Marshal Balbo as 

Governor General of the combined c i v i l t e r r i t o r i e s of T r i p o l i -

t a n i a and Gyrenaica and the m i l i t a r y government i n the south 

T h i s new appointment r e f l e c t e d the f i n a l success of the I t a l i a n 

army over the g u e r r i l l a f i g h t e r s i n Gyrenaica and the capturing 

of t h e i r l e a d e r , Omar e l Mukhtar, who was executed at Soluk 

i n Gyrenaica i n 1932 The m i l i t a r y a d m i n i s t r a t i o n was r e p l a c e d 

by a c i v i l i a n one and the I t a l i a n Government then proclaimed 

t h a t L i b y a was an i n t e g r a l p a r t of I t a l y "Nel 1938 l e 



province s e t t e n t r i o n a l i d e l l a L i b y a vennero proclamate pa r t 

i n t e g r a l e d e l Regno d ' I t a l i a , mentre l l Sud d e l l a T n p o l i t a m a , 

ed i l Fezzan, vennero c o n s i d e r a t i T e r r i t o r i o M i l i t a r e d e l Sud 

T r i p o l i t a n i a e G i r e n a i c a vennero r i u n i t e sotto un'unica 

Amministrgzione per l a prima v o l t a , aotto un unico Governatore 

I n f a c t t h i s meant g r e a t e r p o l i t i c a l and economic s t a b i l i t y 

f o r L i b y a , so that the I t a l i a n s could develop the country 

f u r t h e r T r i p o l i was more fortunate than Benghazi i n having 

more urban development and g r e a t e r town-planning achievements 

These were as follows -

1 Government b u i l d i n g s i n the Shara e l Shatt area for 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e o f f i c e s (now the L i b y a n Government head­

quarters and M i n i s t r i e s ) 

2 A s e r i e s of b u i l d i n g s f o r high o f f i c i a l s and t h e i r 

f a m i l i e s i n the P a s s e g i a t a Marescj/ilo Balbo (now Adrian 

P e l t ) 

3 Other Government b u i l d i n g s constructed i n V i a Generale 

E m i l i o de Bono (now E l B a l a d i a S t r e e t ) 

1+ Two e s t a t e s constructed i n 1936 to house the I t a l i a n 

workers i n the Shara Bu Mengel i n the Shara e l Srim 

quarter and Shara Ben Ashur quarter and the c o n s t r u c t i o n 

of p r i v a t e m u l t i - s t o r e y b u i l d i n g s i n Gorso S i c i l i a (now 

Shara Omar e l Mukhtar S t r e e t ) w ' 

5 The c r e a t i o n of a new garden c i t y by the wealthy I t a l i a n 

people i n the Shara Ben Ashur quarter 

The b u i l t - u p area of T r i p o l i was developed i n p a r t i c u l a r 



i n i t s western and south-western s e c t o r s (known now as the 

Shara e l Garbi and Shara e l Srim), where new r e s i d e n t i a l areas 

emerged to house the middle and working c l a s s f a m i l i e s A l s o 

i n the south-eastern s e c t o r , the wealthy I t a l i a n s c onstructed 

t n e i r v i l l a s and gardens i n " C i t t a G i a r d i n o " (Garden C i t y ) 

The t o t a l "built-up area of T r i p o l i during the l a t e r 

I t a l i a n occupation was as fol l o w s ( F i g 3 2) -

Table 3 1 The b u i l t - u p area of T r i p o l i . 1932 

Area i n h e c t a r e s 

1 The Old Town 32 8 

2 The Menshia 31 0 

3 The new s e c t o r s developed by the I t a l i a n s k05 0 

T o t a l 1+68 8 

Source F i e l d Work Study, T r i p o l i , 1966 

As f a r as the open spaces were concerned, the I t a l i a n s 

kept the whole c o a s t a l area along the harbour as open land 

f o r r e c r e a t i o n They e s t a b l i s h e d s e v e r a l gardens along these, 

extending from T r i p o l i port as f a r as the Del Mehari Hotel f o r 

a d i s t a n c e of three kilometres 

Something must be s a i d about the d i s t r i b u t i o n of land 

use w i t h i n the c i t y of T r i p o l i during the re c e n t I t a l i a n r u l e 

The land use forms can be c l a s s i f i e d as fol l o w s -

Modern I t a l i a n r e s i d e n t i a l a r e a s 

These were e s t a b l i s h e d i n s e v e r a l p a r t s of the c i t y , such 
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as the Shara e l Garbi, the Shara e l Srim, tne Shara e l S h a t t , 

the Zawiet e l Dahmanl and " C i t t a Giardino," and were c h a r a c t ­

e r i z e d by the dominance of I t a l i a n s e t t l e r s among the r e s i d e n t s 

and a marked I t a l i a n a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e They comprised an 

'extensive (open) s t y l e ' housing p a t t e r n m which the b u i l d i n g s 

u s u a l l y have only two or three s t o r e y s and g e n e r a l l y occupy 

only a very s m a l l p a r t of the area Thus, population d e n s i t y 

was low, few people used each s t a i r c a s e and a high degree of 

p r i v a c y was p o s s i b l e Examples of t h i s 'extensive type' of 

housing were found i n the northern part of the Shara e l Garbi 

and the Shara e l Shatt 

Another p a t t e r n of housing was the ' i n t e n s i v e ( c l o s e d ) 

type ' T h i s type was c h a r a c t e r i z e d by b u i l d i n g s at l e a s t k-5 

s t o r e y s occupying a high percentage of the t o t a l areas i n the 

Shara e l Garbi and the e a s t e r n part of the Shara Mizran and 

Dahra q u a r t e r s A t h i r d p a t t e r n was found m the Shara e l 

Srim, where the houses were surrounded by one hectare of land 

and were designed e s p e c i a l l y f o r working c l a s s f a m i l i e s 

These new I t a l i a n s e c t o r s were almost e n t i r e l y European 

i n c h a r a c t e r and enjoyed many urban f a c i l i t i e s 

The commercial zone 

Th i s zone occupied the most compact b u i l t - u p area i n 

T r i p o l i I t c o n s i s t e d of the major s t r e e t s of the c i t y , as 

for example, Corso V i t t o r i o Emanuele, V i a Lombardia, V i a Roma, 

Via L a z i o , V i a Piemonte Corso S i c i l i a and V i a Manzoni and the 

most modern super-market i n V i a Manzoni which s p e c i a l i z e d i n 
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the "best q u a l i t y g r o c e r i e s , meats, f i s h , e t c The shops found 

along these s t r e e t s were run "by I t a l i a n s and Jews They were 

"built i n I t a l i a n s t y l e , t h a t i s with l a r g e windows Pood shops 

were confined mainly to Via Manzoni, whereas the other shops, 

e g drapers, chemists, h a i r d r e s s e r s and s t a t i o n e r s were 
( 6 ) 

l o c a t e d m the above-mentioned s t r e e t s ^ ' 

These shops f l o u r i s h e d owing to the high demand for t h e i r 

goods by the growing I t a l i a n population C a p i t a l f o r the 

establishment of these shops and t h e i r t r a d i n g a c t i v i t i e s was 

provided by I t a l i a n s m T r i p o l i and by I t a l i a n banks The c i t y 

became a commercial and shopping centre not only f o r the 

townspeople but a l s o f o r the I t a l i a n farmers and others from 

the whole of T r i p o l i t a n i a . 

Arab shops and markets were s t r i c t l y confined to the Old 

Town and other Arab quarters The I t a l i a n a d m i n i s t r a t i o n made 

no allowance f o r any expansion of the Arab Suks and shops i n 

the modern s e c t i o n of T r i p o l i Therefore, commercial segrega­

t i o n was s t r i c t l y enforced 

I n d u s t r i a l 

There were three i n d u s t r i a l areas w i t h i n T r i p o l i The 

f u s t one was l o c a t e d to the north-west of the c i t y , between 

the Old Town and the M u n i c i p a l i t y stadium T h i s area was 

c h a r a c t e r i z e d by l i g h t i n d u s t r i e s such as tobacco p r o c e s s i n g , 

f u r n i t u r e , b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s , e t c The I t a l i a n s developed 

t h i s area f o r two main reasons ( 1 ) Remoteness from the 

r e s i d e n t i a l zones and ( 2 ) Proximity to the harbour, which was 
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e s p e c i a l l y i m p o r t a n t f o r t h e i m p o r t o f raw m a t e r i a l s 

The second i n d u s t r i a l area was s i t u a t e d t o the s o u t h o f 

T r i p o l i a t t h e Shara e l Srim q u a r t e r , and was l i m i t e d t o 

mechanical e n g i n e e r i n g , c a r r e p a i r i n g and o t h e r works dependent 

on e l e c t r i c i t y I t was l o c a t e d here "because t h e area was 

s p a r s e l y p o p u l a t e d and under-developed l a n d was a v a i l a b l e 

The t h u d i n d u s t r i a l area comprised a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o c e s s ­

i n g p l a n t s t o t h e s o u t h o f t h e c i t y a t Ben Gashir g a t e s e v e r a l 

I t a l i a n premises f o r o l i v e p r e s s i n g , f l o u r m i l l i n g , macaroni 

p r o c e s s i n g and wine and s p i r i t p r o d u c t i o n The l o c a t i o n of 

t h i s area was governed by i t s e x c e l l e n t c o n n e c t i o n s w i t h b o t h 

t h e c o a s t a l zone and the J e f a r a p l a i n 

Other s o f t d r i n k f a c t o r i e s were l o c a t e d i n t h e Shara e l 

Bay q u a r t e r , and t h e B e r r a Oea (Oea Brewery) was s i t e d t o the 

n o r t h o f the Dahra q u a r t e r The p r i n t i n g i n d u s t r y was s i t u a t e d 

w i t h i n the c i t y a t V i a Geneva (now E l Maktab S t r e e t ) 

Most of these f a c t o r i e s were r u n by I t a l i a n s , b u t some 

were r u n by Jews, b o t h o f whom i n v e s t e d l a r g e amounts o f c a p i t a 

i n o r d e r t o m a i n t a i n p r o d u c t i v i t y The number o f employees i n 

these d i f f e r e n t i n d u s t r i e s t o t a l l e d 2,000, t h e s k i l l e d l a b o u r e i 

b e i n g I t a l i a n s w h i l e t he u n s k i l l e d were m a i n l y Arabs 

I t can be concluded t h a t t h e I t a l i a n s i n t r o d u c e d many new 

i n d u s t r i e s t o T r i p o l i These i n d u s t r i e s were dependent upon 

e l e c t r i c i t y w hich was unknown d u r i n g t h e T u r k i s h e r a I n 

a d d i t i o n , t h e I t a l i a n s i n t r o d u c e d new t e c h n i c a l s k i l l s i n t o 

t h e t r a d i t i o n a l m d u s t n e s such as o l i v e p r o c e s s i n g , t h e r e b y 
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making them more e f f i c i e n t 

I t a l i a n a d m i n i s t r a t i v e "buildings 

Prom 1929 T r i p o l i was regarded as the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 

c a p i t a l of the whole of L i b y a I t was here that the I t a l i a n 

Governors had t h e i r r e s i d e n c e s and o f f i c e s T h i s c o n s t r u c t i o n 

of the I t a l i a n a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i n T r i p o l i was based on the 

town's h i s t o r i c a l background, and the f a c t t h a t i t was the 

most a c t i v e urban centre I t s proximity to I t a l y , i t s g r e a t e r 

contact w i t h Europe than Benghazi, and i t s l a r g e f e r t i l e 

c o a s t a l zone were a l s o of great importance 

The Governor's o f f i c e was m the c a s t l e , whereas the 

Government o f f i c e s were s i t u a t e d i n the Shara e l Shatt (now 

the Libyan Government's O f f i c e s ) Other a d m i n i s t r a t i v e b u i l d ­

ings were l o c a t e d at Gorso S i c i l i a , V i a V i t t o n o Emanuele and 

Shara S a y y i d i I n general, most of the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e b u i l d i n g s 

were confined to the commercial zone and the sea coast, as was 

the s i t e chosen by the l o c a l a u t h o r i t y to be the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 

o f f i c e s of the M u n i c i p a l i t y ( P l a t e 3 3) T h i s f i v e s t o r e y 

b u i l d i n g was w e l l designed and s i t e d near the p u b l i c parks 

L a t e r (1939) the I t a l i a n s were planning to t r a n s f e r a l l 

the Government o f f i c e s from the c a s t l e and other b u i l d i n g s to 

the Shara e l Shatt, a b e t t e r s i t e overlooking the sea T h i s 

emphasized the current trend t h a t the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e b u i l d i n g s , 

as w e l l as the main headquarters of the I t a l i a n army, should 

be moved away from the noise and a c t i v i t y of the c i t y centre 

I t a l i a n d efensive b u i l d i n g s 

The I t a l i a n b a r r a c k s were mainly l o c a t e d i n the south of 
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the c i t y , e g at the A z i z i a gate tnere were three Others 

were found m Gurgi, Gargaresh, Shara e l Shatt and Fashlura 

A l a r g e m i l i t a r y h o s p i t a l was constructed "by the army to the 

south of the Ben G a s h i r Gate (Caneva Hospital)(now occupied 

by S o c i a l Insurance's H o s p i t a l ) The army headquarters were 

s i t u a t e d w i t h i n the c i t y a t Shara e l Zawia (now occupied by the 

Women's T e c h n i c a l C o l l e g e ) , Dahra (now occupied by the I s l a m i c 

U n i v e r s i t y ' s a d m i n i s t r a t i v e o f f i c e s ) and V i a V i t t o r i o Veneto 

(now occupied by the Preparatory School f o r G i r l s ) 

One aerodrome was constructed about 7 kilometres i n the 

Mellaha area to the east of the c i t y , and was e n t i r e l y f o r 

m i l i t a r y use, t h i s aerodrome i s now used e x c l u s i v e l y by the 

American A i r Force and c a l l e d Wheelus A i r Base Another was 

b u i l t at C a s t e l l o Benito, 28 kilometres to the south of the 

c i t y , t h i s aerodrome i s now used f o r m i l i t a r y and c i v i l i a n use 

P u b l i c parks 

These were c r e a t e d e n t i r e l y by the I t a l i a n s to provide 

T r i p o l i with green b e l t s w i t h i n the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t 

S e v e r a l parks of v a r y i n g s i z e s extended along the coast between 

the port of T r i p o l i and the Mehari h o t e l The l a r g e s t of these 

were the so c a l l e d M u n i c i p a l i t y parks Smaller parks were a l s o 

e s t a b l i s h e d i n other s e c t o r s of the c i t y Each park was 

c a r e f u l l y planted w i t h I t a l i a n s p e c i e s of flowers and permanent 

grass 

Two other parks were e s t a b l i s h e d on the middle zone and 
the outer zone of the c i t y The f i r s t one was s i t e d at the 
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A z i z i a Gate, and occupied an area of 25 h e c t a r e s , and the 

second was l o c a t e d to the south-east of the Accara Gate, and 

occupied an area of 1+1 h e c t a r e s These two p u b l i c parks were 

c l o s e l y planted w i t h numerous t r e e s of eucalyptus and other 

s p e c i e s 

The "broad t r e e - l i n e d boulevards, i n p a r t i c u l a r Longomare 

Gonte V o l p i , P a s s e g i a t a M a r e s c i a l l o Bodoligo and Gorso 

S i c i l i a , were planted i n an attempt to b e a u t i f y the c i t y 

3 2 EFFECTS OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR 

During the Second World War, the b u i l t - u p area of T r i p o l i 

s u f f e r e d h e a v i l y both from a i r r a i d s and a t t a c k s by sea 

B r i t i s h destroyers bombarded the c i t y i n 194© a n ^ a"t a l a t e r 

date T r i p o l i ' s harbour area, i n c l u d i n g the Old Town, s u f f e r e d 

heavy bombing from B r i t i s h a i r c r a f t The French A i r Force a l s o 

c a r r i e d out bombing r a i d s on the c i t y , and many r e s i d e n t i a l 

areas s u f f e r e d The harbour and I t a l i a n m i l i t a r y i n s t a l l a t i o n s 

were the mam t a r g e t s and they s u f f e r e d heavy damage, w h i l s t 

i n d u s t r i a l areas were only s l i g h t l y a f f e c t e d 

M i l i t a r y operations against T r i p o l i continued even a f t e r 

the B r i t i s h occupation i n 19U3» f o r German a i r r a i d s r e s u l t e d 

i n damage to s e v e r a l p a r t s of the b u i l t - u p area, e s p e c i a l l y 

the B e l k h e i r and the Bab e l Bahr q u a r t e r s I n terms of a c t u a l 

damage, t h e r e f o r e , T r i p o l i s u f f e r e d a good deal I t was 

estimated by high o f f i c i a l s that the number of damaged d w e l l ­

ings was 1,281, but t h i s f i g u r e was on a much s m a l l e r s c a l e 

than at Benghazi i n Gyrenaica 
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Many i n d u s t r i a l premises were c l o s e d down owing to the 

c e s s a t i o n of supply of raw m a t e r i a l s from I t a l y The only 

exceptions were manufacture of macaroni and o l i v e o i l 

p r o c e s s i n g Therefore many workers had to be dismissed I n 

add i t i o n , commercial a c t i v i t i e s d e c l i n e d because import 

l i c e n c e s were very r e s t r i c t e d The l o c a l a u t h o r i t y had to 

provide the necessary s u p p l i e s of food f o r both the c i t i z e n s 

and the army. Ration books were d i s t r i b u t e d by the I t a l i a n 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n to permit people to obtain various n e c e s s i t i e s 

such as bread, f l o u r , r i c e , macaroni, sugar and tea and 

Government l i c e n c e s f o r r e t a i l i n g food were i s s u e d 

The l o c a l population a l s o s u f f e r e d i n othei ways Many 

people l o s t t h e i r l i v e s and many more were i n j u r e d D i s e a s e s 

spread, i n p a r t i c u l a r t u b e r c u l o s i s and typhoid, owing to 

m a l n u t r i t i o n and absence of medical treatment Migration from 

the c i t y took place and many I t a l i a n s e t t l e r s returned to t h e i r 

homeland, e s p e c i a l l y businessmen and c i v i l s e r v a n t s , w h i l e 

T r i p o l i t a n i a n f a m i l i e s migrated to T u n i s i a and A l g e r i a I n 

a l l , i t was estimated that more than ten thousand l e f t T r i p o l i 

during the war 

Thus a l l aspects of urban l i f e were g r e a t l y a f f e c t e d by 

the war, which l a s t e d f o r f i v e y e a r s . T h i s period hampered 

a l l economic and s o c i a l schemes, as w e l l as the development of 

the b u i l t - u p area 
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3 3 BRITISH OCCUPATION ("1911-3^) 

The B r i t i s h army occupied. T r i p o l i on 23rd January, 19^3, 

and the B r i t i s h M i l i t a r y A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ran T n p o l i t a n i a u n t i l 

1951 Under t h i s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , no urban development schemes 

were undertaken f o r s e v e r a l reasons B r i t i s h p o l i c y was based 

on a "Care and Maintenance" b a s i s , the aim of which was to 

c a r r y on and enforce the laws and methods of the previous 

I t a l i a n A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , w i t h the exception of the then e x i s t i n g 

F a s c i s t and r a c i a l laws "(7) T n i s B r i t i s h p o l i c y did not allow 

fo r any importation of b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s and luxury a r t i c l e s 

i n t o T r i p o l i These r e s t r i c t i o n s were enforced i n order to 

r e t a i n T r i p o l i t a n i a " M i l i t a r y currency w i t h i n the country " 

-Wealthy I t a l i a n people, p a r t i c u l a r l y businessmen, had 

returned to I t a l y , and t r a n s f e r r e d t h e i r c a p i t a l before the 

B r i t i s h occupation I n a d d i t i o n , l o c a l c a p i t a l m T r i p o l i was 

l a c k i n g Commercial banks were c l o s e d , as f o r i n s t a n c e , Banco 

d i S i c i l i a , Banco d i Napoli, Banco d ' I t a l i a , and Banco d i 

Sparmi The only exception was Banco d i Roma and i t s commer­

c i a l a c t i v i t i e s were l i m i t e d to saving accounts, opening 

personal accounts and l i m i t e d f o r e i g n exchanges Jews who 

would normally have financed c a p i t a l developments regarded the 

s i t u a t i o n as unstable and did not care to r i s k t h e i r money m 

such a c t i v i t i e s 

A l s o the drought of 19^7, had a profoundly s e r i o u s e f f e c t 

on commerce, i n d u s t r y and employment This was p a r t l y 

explained by the low demand f o r goods m the markets (people 
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being mostly too poor to purchase them) and p a r t l y by the 

absence of s u f f i c i e n t c a p i t a l f o r importation I n d u s t r i a l 

a c t i v i t i e s w i t h i n the c i t y s u f f e r e d , e s p e c i a l l y those connected 

w i t h a g r i c u l t u r e such as the p r o c e s s i n g of grapes, dates, 

tobacco and the manufacture of macaroni Unemployment Incre a s e d 

and the s i t u a t i o n d e t e r i o r a t e d through the migration of people 

from the r u r a l areas to the c i t y 

These various f a c t o r s hindered the f u r t h e r expansion of 

the b u i l t - u p area and r e s t r i c t e d the economic development of 

the c i t y 

3 k IMPACT OF INDEPENDENCE 

When L i b y a became an independent s t a t e m 1951, T r i p o l i , 

as the western c a p i t a l of L i b y a , began to w i t n e s s rejuvenated 

urban development This was explained p a r t l y by the more s t a b l e 

p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n and p a r t l y by the emergence of new economic 

ajad s o c i a l f o r c e s w i t h i n the c i t y . They can be summarized as 

follows -

1 A great demand by the f o r e i g n diplomatic corps f o r b u i l d i n g s 

to house t h e i r embassies and a l s o f l a t s to accommodate t h e i r 

s t a f f 

2 A s i m i l a r i n c r e a s e i n demand was experienced by o f f i c i a l s of 

the F e d e r a l L i b y a n Government 

3 The Libyan Government r e l e a s e d a l l the r e s t r i c t i o n s on the 

I t a l i a n banks, so commercial a c t i v i t i e s could be resumed 

k R e s t r i c t i o n s on the import of b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s were 

removed, a f a c t o r which encouraged businessmen and wealthy 
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people to "build new dwellings 

5 The M u n i c i p a l i t y of T r i p o l i gave encouragement "by not 

taxi n g new "buildings f o r the f i r s t f i v e years 

6 Land values remained reasonable so that many people were 

encouraged to buy 

7 The investment of f o r e i g n c a p i t a l , p a r t i c u l a r l y from America, 

I t a l y and other European c o u n t r i e s , was encouraged This 

was used to b u i l d f a c t o r i e s and other commercial ventures 

8 The wealthy Jews as w e l l as the I t a l i a n s played a great r o l e 

i n the urban development by f i n a n c i n g b u i l d i n g programmes 

These various f a c t o r s r e s u l t e d i n a v a s t i n c r e a s e i n the 

de n s i t y and s i z e of the b u i l t - u p area, with much i n f i l l i n g and 

expansion i n many d i r e c t i o n s , i n p a r t i c u l a r i n the western and 

the southern s e c t o r s New p r i v a t e b u i l d i n g s of 2-3 s t o r e y s 

were constructed i n the Mizran and the Shara Ben Ashur quarters 

whereas other new v i l l a s were b u i l t i n Garden C i t y and 

Giorgimpopoli Lack of money and the absence of enthusiasm 

on the p a r t of the M u n i c i p a l i t y of T r i p o l i and T r i p o l i t a n i a n 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n meant that no new government b u i l d i n g s were 

erected The C e n t r a l L i b y a n Government occupied the b u i l d i n g s 

which had p r e v i o u s l y housed the I t a l i a n A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

Commerce and i n d u s t r y r e v i v e d , many new shops were opened, 

new f a c t o r i e s began production, and T r i p o l i ' s port a c t i v i t i e s 

were renewed 
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3 5 IMPACT OF OIL 
E x p l o r a t i o n f o r o i l i n 1956 i n Libya, o i l d i scoveries i n 

1959 and o i l p r o d u c t i o n i n 1961, had a great impact on the 
economy of the c i t y as w e l l as on the urban development i n 
various p a r t s oi the c i t y Most of these o i l companies had 
t h e i r headquarters i n the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t (see 
Chapter 8) The t o t a l amount of money spent on such o i l 
d i scoveries was as f o l l o w s -

Table 3 2 T o t a l Expenditure of Concession Holding 
O i l Companies (1 956-1 967T 

Year Annual Expenditure 
1956 4,500 

1957 13,500 
1958 24,000 

1959 35,000 
1 9 6 0 61,000 

1961 72,000 
1 9 6 2 86,000 

1963 57,700 

1964 75,918 

1965 80,536 
1966 80,312 

1967 95,911 
January & 
February 

T o t a l 686,877 

Source M i n i s t r y of Petroleum A f f a i r s . T r i p o l i . 1968 
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The expenditure of o i l companies rose from 1 9 5 6 and 
reached i t s highest f i g u r e i n 1 9 6 7 They declined i n 1 9 6 3 

"because of a slow down i n o i l e x p l o r a t i o n , but the expenditures 
rose again i n 1 9 6 4 onwards due t o new discoveries of o i l m 
Cyrenaica by B P and Occidental O i l Companies m S a r i r and 
I d r i s f i e l d s r e s p e c t i v e l y Some of the money l i s t e d i n Table 
3 2 was not spent w i t h i n Libya i t s e l f Table 3 3 l i s t s the 
expenditure of o i l companies e n t i r e l y w i t h i n Libya f o r a 4-year 
pe r i o d - the only such s t a t i s t i c s a v a i l a b l e -

Table 3 3 Local expenses of Concession Holding O i l 
Companies f o r O i l Operation i n Libya (1964^1967) 

( i n £L!000) 

Year 
No of 
comp­
anies 
i n c l u ­
ded 

Sala­
r i e s 
and 

wages 

Contract 
o f 

Trans­
p o r t 

Companies 

Mate r i a l s 
and 

supplies 
Food 

expenses 
Other 
expenses T o t a l 

1961+ 19 4 , 3 8 5 26 , 4 5 0 1 0 , 1 0 5 5 0 4 4,660 4 6 , 1 0 4 

1 9 6 5 21 4 , 6 9 8 3 0 , 2 9 9 1 2 , 5 4 5 268 2 , 9 0 0 50,710 

1 9 6 6 21 6 , 2 3 4 2 4 , 4 7 2 10,319 4 7 2 7 , 0 5 4 48,551 

1 9 6 7 26 4 , 6 1 0 25,626 6 , 6 1 3 7 1 6 5 , 7 1 8 4 3 , 2 8 3 

Source Economic Research D i v i s i o n of the Bank of Libya, 
Economic B u l l e t i n , July-August, 1968, Table 31 

The l o c a l expenses of o i l companies c o n t r i b u t e d considerabl 
t o the economy of Libya m general and T r i p o l i i n p a r t i c u l a r 
Contracts f o r t r a n s p o r t services represented the highest 
expenditure, f o l l o w e d by b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s , and s a l a r i e s and 
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wages pa i d t o Libyan employees 
The number of Libyan employees working i n o i l companies 

was 6,000 i n 1959, 7,000 i n 1 961 , 8,150 i n 1962 and 9,600 i n 
1968 ( 8> 

O i l discoveries d i d not only a f f e c t the Libyan economy 
d i r e c t l y i n terms of revenue and other l o c a l expenses of the 
o i l companies "but also i n d i r e c t l y i n terms of expansion of the 
"built-up area w i t h i n T r i p o l i . The l a t t e r was mainly due t o 
the high demand f o r houses and o f f i c e s f o r the o i l employees 
Many of the "buildings constructed i n the Dahra quarter near 
the Royal Palace "Kasr e l Khold e l Amer," had f i v e storeys 
The Shara Ben Ashur quarter i s c h a r a c t e r i z e d "by f o u r f a m i l y 
dwellings One f a m i l y houses were constructed i n Giorgimpopoli, 
Gurgi and Gargaresh Other c o n s t r u c t i o n a c t i v i t i e s were 
introduced 

Much p r e v i o u s l y c u l t i v a t e d land i n many pa r t s of the c i t y 
was taken over f o r these p r i v a t e "building a c t i v i t i e s Low 
p r i c e d land gave encouragement t o many inve s t o r s and "builders 
Therefore the a d d i t i o n a l "built-up area w i t h i n the o i t y increased 
r a p i d l y and t o t a l l e d 1 03 7 hectares i n 1966 Decline of 
"building a c t i v i t i e s ( v i l l a s and f l a t s ) i n 1962 can "be explained 
p a r t l y by the reduced demand f o r houses and p a r t l y "by the new 
Libyan r e s t r i c t i o n s imposed on the I t a l i a n f i r m s and i n d i v i d u a l s 
The b u i l d i n g climax was reached i n 1964, when there was a peak 
demand f o r houses and f l a t s by the Libyan Government and o i l 
companies 



Popular houaes ( T r a d i t i o n a l houses) 

The c o n s t r u c t i o n of these houses began as e a r l y as 1952 , 

and they increased r a p i d l y m number from 1 953 onwards This 
r e s u l t e d i n expansion of the b u i l t - u p area of t r a d i t i o n a l 
houses to 35 k hectares Construction took place m many 
sectors of the middle zone and the outer zone of T r i p o l i 
e s p e c i a l l y m Shara e l Kebir, Shara e l Zawia, Shara Ben Ashur, 
Gurgi and Gargaresh Here the houses were b u i l t and designed 
almost e n t i r e l y i n the Arab s t y l e of a r c h i t e c t u r e , except a 
few of I t a l i a n design They g e n e r a l l y consist of one storey 
w i t h several rooms and courtyards Between 1955-1966 , 2,791 

houses were b u i l t c o n t a i n i n g 3 ,309 d w e l l i n g s ^ ^ ( F i g 3 3 ) 

No o v e r a l l town p l a n e x i s t e d , and many houses were b u i l t 
w i t h o u t l e g a l permission from the Municipal A r c h i t e c t u r e 
Department Therefore, urban f a c i l i t i e s such as running water, 
sewerage system, e l e c t r i c i t y and t r a n s p o r t services were e i t h e r 
absent or d e f i c i e n t (Plates 3 k and 5 ) Most of the occapants 
were T r i p o l i t a n i a n f a m i l i e s r e t u r n i n g from T u n i s i a , others 
were r u r a l migrants and working class mostly from the Old Town 

The extension of the b u i l t - u p area took place, e i t h e r at 
the expense of the a g r i c u l t u r a l lands or of open spaces w i t h i n 
tne c i t y The need f o r housing can be explained p a r t l y by the 
increase of p o p u l a t i o n and spread of aff l u e n c e as w e l l as the 
low cost of b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s and the cheap land i n the suburbs 
of the c i t y C o n s truction was undertaken mainly by the land 
owner h i m s e l f , but i n some cases, b u i l d i n g was achieved by the 



P l a t e 3.4 T r a d i t i o n a l houses i n Ras Hassan (Ben Ashur q u a r t e r ) 

1*-

P l a t e 3.5 T r a d i t i o n a l houses i n Gott e l Shaal (Gargaresh Quarter) 
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h i r i n g of s k i l l e d and u n s k i l l e d labour on a d a i l y basis 
V i l l a s 

The c o n s t r u c t i o n of the v i l l a s also added s u b s t a n t i a l l y 
t o the s i z e of the b u i l t - u p area, e s p e c i a l l y i n the western and 
the southern p a r t s of T r i p o l i The t o t a l area covered by the 
v i l l a s reached 4 7 3 hectares i n 1 9 6 6 A r a p i d increase i n the 
number of new v i l l a s occurred from 1 9 5 6 onwards as a r e s u l t 
of the impact of o i l d i s c o v e r i e s , but some years show f l u c t u a ­
t i o n s The number of v i l l a s constructed i n the 11 years ( 1 9 5 6 -

1 9 6 6 ) was 1 , 2 8 4 They were b u i l t mostly i n Giorgimpopoli, 

Gurgi, Gargaresh, and the Shara Ben Ashur quarter Most of the 
occupants were American and B r i t i s h f a m i l i e s as w e l l as f a m i l i e s 
of f o r e i g n diplomatic s t a f f Very few Libyans and hi g h o f f i c i a l 
r esided here 
M u l t i - s t o r e y e d b u i l d i n g s 

The c o n s t r u c t i o n of new mu l t i - s t o r e y e d b u i l d i n g s occupying 
an area of 1 9 6 hectares m the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t 
increased the den s i t y of the b u i l t - u p area These b u i l d i n g s , 
financed by wealthy Libyans and Jews, were erected on open 
spaces or on s i t e s which had p r e v i o u s l y contained Turkish 
houses They were b u i l t i n d i f f e r e n t p a r t s of the c i t y w i t h 
a s p e c i a l c o n c e n t r a t i o n i n the main s t r e e t s of the c i t y centre 
such as the Shara 21+ December, the Shara e l Malika, H a i t i and 
Baghdad (Plates 3 6 and 7 ) These b u i l d i n g s consisted of f i v e 
storeys and numbered 2 8 4 ( 1 9 5 6 - 1 9 6 6 ) 1 ) Pig 3 3 shows t h a t 
there were f l u c t u a t i o n s i n c o n s t r u c t i o n , but the impetus 



F i g u r e 3 3 

18888888 

cr-

U J 

U J 
CD 

o 
2 

cn 
CO 

U J 

o 
U J 

>-

U J 
CO 

• 1 

L 6 M M M 8 



! 

i 
1 

CO 

U3 
01 0) 

mi. * I 03 ! 

01 
! 

A oj 

i 

i 

Oi 

0) 
I 

to / 

» 

FN 



f 

4 

! 
• 

• • 

I r 
; I 7 

I 
• 

i 

11 
4-1 

3 
i—I 

H td 
I I 

1) 

<UtM 
L * 

1 

1 1 1 

I 

OJ 
1 •a 



86 

occurred from 1 9 5 6 onwards as a r e s u l t of the o i l discoveries 
Public "buildings 

The T r i p o l i t a n i a n A d m i n i s t r a t i o n from 1951-1963 " b u i l t 
only three primary schools, i n the Omar e l Mukhtar Str e e t 
and the Shara e l Zawia and the Dahra quarters This r e l a t i v e l y 
low number r e s u l t e d from a l a c k of c a p i t a l , due t o the vast 
demands made by s a l a r i e s , and t o the absence of tarn.planning 

Prom 1963 onwards, some p u b l i c development was undertaken 
by the Central Libyan Government i n Omar e l Mukhtar and Shara 
e l Shatt Streets Here the Government erected f i v e t a l l o f f i c e 
b u i l d i n g s f o r a d m i n i s t r a t i v e purposes i n the Shara e l Shatt 
quarter, while other development i n Omar e l Mukhtar Str e e t 
was s o l e l y f o r the r e s i d e n t i a l use of the Government o f f i c i a l s 
The small scale of p u b l i c development was s u b s t a n t i a l l y due t o 
the d e c i s i o n of the Central Libyan Government t o b u i l d a new 
c a p i t a l i n Beida m Cyrenaica More than f o r t y m i l l i o n pounds 
was spent on the c o n s t r u c t i o n of v i l l a s , blocks of o f f i c e s and 
other c i v i c p r o j e c t s i n Beida, and the c r e a t i o n and development 
of t h i s new c a p i t a l was r e f l e c t e d m the neglect of T r i p o l i 
(see Chapter k)* 

During the p e r i o d 1956-1966 T r i p o l i ' s commercial zone grew 
m size New shops and supermarkets as w e l l as other commercial 
e n t e r p r i s e a emerged as a response t o a great increase i n demand 
More goods were imported i n t o T r i p o l i f o r r e t a i l i n g w i t h i n the 
c i t y Consumer goods, i n p a r t i c u l a r cars, r e f r i g e r a t o r s and 
other l u x u r y a r t i c l e s became r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e Also the 
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requirements of the o i l companies' camps and o i l f i e l d s m 
the desert l e d t o the i m p o r t a t i o n of many new kinds of goods 

These various kinds of commercial a c t i v i t i e s r e s u l t e d i n 
the expansion of premises i n the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t of 
the c i t y , e g i n the 2U December and Omar e l Mukhtar St r e e t s 
A new shopping centre was e s t a b l i s h e d i n G-iorgimpopoli estate 
where the exclusive r e s i d e n t i a l area was s i t u a t e d 

The l o c a l t r a d i t i o n a l shopping centre i n the Shara e l 
Rashid and the Shara e l Maamun became very a c t i v e This was 
mainly due t o the a v a i l a b i l i t y of f o o d s t u f f s which a t t r a c t e d 
an increasing number of r u r a l people t o come i n t o T r i p o l i to 
shop Thus many new shops f o r both w h o l e s a l i n g and r e t a i l i n g 
developed and expanded Most of the shopkeepers were Libyans, 
but some were Jewish merchants 

The I t a l i a n banks, such as Banco d i Napoli and Banco d i 
S i c i l i a , resumed t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s and other new banks were 
established as f o r instance, the Arab Bank, Misr Bank, the 
Middle East Bank (now North A f r i c a Bank), the Commercial Bank 
and Sahara Bank A l l these banks g r e a t l y c o n t r i b u t e d t o the 
growth of the c i t y ' s economy 

Prom 1 9 5 6 , i n d u s t r i a l a c t i v i t i e s increased considerably 
w i t h the establishment of more than t h i r t y p l a n t s both i n the 
c i t y centre and the periphery The c a p i t a l came from both 
l o c a l sources and f o r e i g n investments, the former being 
e s p e c i a l l y encouraged by government loans which were r e a d i l y 
a v a i l a b l e f o r i n d u s t r i a l development As i n c e n t i v e s t o 
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i n d u s t r i a l development, h i g h t a r i f f s were imposed on f o r e i g n 
goods which competed w i t h those produced by the l o c a l i n d u s t r i e s 
The most important p l a n t s were tomato processing i n Gurgi, 
f l o u r m i l l i n g m S i d i Mesri, and the manufacture o f matches i n 
Gurgi Several small f a c t o r i e s were also e s t a b l i s h e d i n the 
Ben Gashir area Other l a r g e f i r m s were created i n the Suani 
Road Most f a c t o r i e s and i n d u s t r i a l f i r m s were located where 
land was r e l a t i v e l y cheap e s p e c i a l l y where i t had low a g r i c u l ­
t u r a l p r o d u c t i v i t y 

This increase i n i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n was r e f l e c t e d m the 
increase i n the number of workers from 1 , 5 2 7 i n 1 9 5 4 t o 9,01+9 

i n 1 9 6 7 ^ 1 2 ) 

I n the t e n years^rom 1 954-1 9 6 4 the p o p u l a t i o n of T r i p o l i _ 
increased from 1 3 0 , 2 3 8 t o 2 1 2 , 5 7 7 This 82 , 3 3 9 increase 
can be explained p a r t l y by the immigration of the r u r a l people 
t o the c i t y and p a r t l y by the r e t u r n of more than ten thousand 
T r i p o l i t a m a n ^ mainly from Tunisia The I t a l i a n s decreased by 
1 0 , 7 5 8 f o r the same p e r i o d , w h i l e the Jews increased by 5 8 9 

Other a l i e n s increased by 4 6 5 

There was also a r e d i s t r i b u t i o n of the l o c a l i n h a b i t a n t s 
w i t h i n the various quarters of the c i t y Great increases i n 
p o p u l a t i o n occurred i n c e r t a i n quarters such as the Shara Ben 
Ashur, Shara e l Garbi, Gargaresh and Shanty Town Other 
q u a r t e r s , as f o r instance Bab e l Bahr, Hornet Ganan, Kushat e l 
Suffar and Mahallet e l Baladia experienced a decline Thus the 
po p u l a t i o n movement tended t o be towards the middle zone and 
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the outer zone of T r i p o l i (see Chapter 7 ) 

CONCLUSION 
T r i p o l i developed from a small Arab town t o a large 

c o l o n i a l town during the I t a l i a n occupation The b u i l t - u p area 
was enlarged from g$ hectares to k(& hectares i n 1 939 The 
mam redevelopment of the c i t y took place i n the Menshia and 
w i t h i n the new I t a l i a n w a l l s Here the I t a l i a n created a new 
European type c i t y of I t a l i a n a r c h i t e c t u r a l design, i n great 
co n t r a s t t o the mediaeval Arab town 

Most developments of the immediate post independence 
p e r i o d took the form of i n f i l l i n g The r a p i d development from 
1956 onwards, was a consequence of the economic and s o c i a l 
i m p l i c a t i o n s of o i l d i scoveries and production A new b u i l t -
up area has emerged on the western, south-eastern and southern 
p a r t s of the c i t y ( F i g 3 h) 
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CHAPTER IV 

POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC FUNCTIONS 

T r i p o l i has two predominant f u n c t i o n s , p o l i t i c a l and 
economic The former i s derived from the f a c t t h a t the c i t y 
i s s t i l l f u n c t i o n i n g as the western c a p i t a l of Libya The 
l a t t e r i s stronger than the p o l i t i c a l f u n c t i o n 

I t i s important to examine the economic f u n c t i o n s of 
T r i p o l i as theyRepresent the most important aspects of the 
present day c i t y There are several f a c t o r s which un d e r l i e 
the growth of these economic and p o l i t i c a l f u n c t i o n s of 
T r i p o l i F i r s t , aspects of the h i s t o r i c a l background of 
the p o l i t i c a l and economic circumstances since the Phoenician 
p e r i o d , are important Second, the I t a l i a n c o l o n i z a t i o n 
which created new fun c t i o n s m the c i t y T h i r d , the p o r t 
of T r i p o l i plays a s i g n i f i c a n t r o l e i n the trade of the c i t y 
and i t s r egion m T r i p o l i t a n i a Fourth, the con c e n t r a t i o n 
of a quarter of a m i l l i o n p o p u l a t i o n stimulates trade and 
commercial a c t i v i t i e s w i t h i n the shopping centre I n a d d i t i o n 
the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t w i t h i t s various commercial 
and business a c t i v i t i e s has grown tremendously since 1956 
owing t o the impact of o i l and the r e s u l t i n g f l o w of f o r e i g n 



c a p i t a l t o the c i t y F i f t h , the i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n which took 
place i n recent years played an important r o l e i n i n c r e a s i n g 
employment i n the i n d u s t r i a l f i r m s of T r i p o l i as w e l l as i n 
in c r e a s i n g commercial a c t i v i t i e s i n the shopping areas 
F i n a l l y , the p o p u l a t i o n and economic grov/th of the c i t y 
r e s u l t e d i n c r e a t i o n of various services such as t r a n s p o r t and 
other entertainment f a c i l i t i e s w i t h i n the c i t y 

A l l these f a c t o r s encouraged secondary and t e r t i a r y a c t i ­
v i t i e s t o grow I t i s c a l c u l a t e d by the w r i t e r t h a t about 
10 8 per cent of the t o t a l a c t i v e p o p u l a t i o n of the Muqataa 
of T r i p o l i are engaged i n commerce, 10 9 per cent i n manufac­
t u r e , 9 2 per cent i n t r a n s p o r t and 27»8 per cent i n v arious 
services (see Chapter 7) 

Owing t o the s i g n i f i c a n t r o l e of these f u n c t i o n s , a 
d e t a i l e d a r a l y s i s i s needed f o r a f u l l understanding of the 
p o l i t i c a l , commercial and i n d u s t r i a l f u n c t i o n s of the c i t y 
A l l these f u n c t i o n s w i l l be examined i n the f o l l o w i n g chapter 
k 1 POLITICAL FUNCTION 

T r i p o l i , as the l a r g e s t c i t y m Libya, f u n c t i o n s both as 
n a t i o n a l and r e g i o n a l c a p i t a l C o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y , the c i t y i s 
s t i l l the c a p i t a l of T r i p o l i t a n i a and i s recognized as such by 
the C e n tral Libyan Government There are plans,however,to 
create a new n a t i o n a l c a p i t a l at Beida, and work began on t h i s 
p r o j e c t i n 1956 Despite t h i s , T r i p o l i remains Libya's most 
important c i t y and s t i l l contains many c e n t r a l government 
m i n i s t r i e s and other r e l a t e d o f f i c e s 



Libya i s the only country i n the Arab world which has 
two c a p i t a l s This d u a l i t y of the p o l i t i c a l f u n c t i o n of the 
seat of the Libyan government r e f l e c t e d the r i v a l r y between 
the two main regions, namely T r i p o l i t a r i a and Cyrenaica 
Thus the Libyan c o n s t i t u t i o n s t i p u l a t e d the existence of two 
c a p i t a l s f o r the country, T r i p o l i and Benghazi, i n order t o 
j u s t i f y the divergent p o l i t i c a l ambitions of the two regions 
( F i g k 1 ) 

This d u a l i t y of the p o l i t i c a l f u n c t i o n remained from 
1951-1959 I n 1960, Benghazi ceased t o f u n c t i o n as the 
eastern c a p i t a l of Libya and was replaced by Beida, although 
the t r a n s f e r of t h i s p o l i t i c a l f u n c t i o n t o Beida was n e i t h e r 
announced by the government nor s t i p u l a t e d i n the c o n s t i t u -
t i o n The c o n s t r u c t i o n works m Beida were i n i t i a t e d as 
e a r l y as 1956 when the Libyan Federal Government s t a r t e d t o 
consider Beida as a summer residence f o r Libyan m i n i s t e r s 
From 1959 onwards, the cabinet began to meet r e g u l a r l y m 
Beida and a l l government announcements and decisions were 
made there Moreover, the Libyan parliament s t a r t e d t o hold 
i t s meetings m Beida from 1963 when the parliament b u i l d i n g s 
were completed 

I n a d d i t i o n , Beida accommodates the f o l l o w i n g m i n i s t r i e s 
and o f f i c e s -
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Table k 1 Number of the main m i n i s t r i e s i n Beida. 1968 

Prime M i n i s t e r ' s O f f i c e 

M i n i s t r y of State f o r the Prime M i n i s t e r ' s O f f i c e 
Parliament A f f a i r s 
Foreign A f f a i r s * 
Defence 
J u s t i c e 

Other m i n i s t r i e s are under c o n s t r u c t i o n 
Beida i s s i t u a t e d on the Jebel e l Akhdar ("Green 

mountain") i n Cyrenaica, 800 kilometres above sea-lev e l The 
town had a p o p u l a t i o n of 12,16U i n ^^6k Beida i s the 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e centre of the whole "Muqataa" province of the 
Jebel el~Akhdar Before 1956~the town was a very small urban 
centre and i t s only s i g n i f i c a n c e was the existence of the 
I s l a m i c U n i v e r s i t y Prom 1956 onwards the town began t o 
experience a r a p i d growth owing t o the p o l i c y of the Libyan 
government t o expand i t s urban growth m order t o accommodate 
i t s o f f i c e s 

I t i s estimated t h a t the amount spent i n Beida on p u b l i c 
b u i l d i n g s was £SL kO m i l l i o n s between 1956-1966 Furthermore, 
i n 1966, the Central Libyan Government was planning t o spend 
£L 38 m i l l i o n s more on c o n s t r u c t i o n of f u r t h e r p u b l i c b u i l d ­
ings and other c i v i c services The p r i v a t e sector i s also 
expected to spend about "3SL 19 m i l l i o n s i n the t e n years 1966-

1976 on p r i v a t e b u i l d i n g s such as v i l l a s and m u l t i - s t o r e y 

t t i t 

11 i f 

11 11 

11 11 

t i 11 i t 11 

i t 11 i t 11 



blocks v ' I t i s noteworthy th a t the government encourages 
the p r i v a t e sector t o invest i n the urban development of Beida 
The government, f o r instance, o f f e r s f o r sale u n c u l t i v a t e d 
land at very low p r i c e s t o Gyrenaican businessmen i n order t o 
encourage them t o buy land I t also provides long loans 
through the I n d u s t r i a l and Real Estate Bank so t h a t the owners 
of the new land can construct v i l l a s and f l a t s w i t h i n the town 

I t i s expected t h a t by 1978 the p u b l i c and p r i v a t e expen­
d i t u r e on Beida's urban development w i l l amount t o £L 97 

m i l l i o n s Thus i n t e n years' time Beida w i l l be a new c a p i t a l 
of Libya, l i k e B r a z i l i a m B r a z i l I t w i l l be the f i r s t new 

town i n Libya planned on a modern master p l a n The town w i l l 
(2) 

accommodate betw_e_en 80,00CMJ)0,J)0(^ people i n 1990 

There are p o l i t i c a l reasons behind the i n t e n t i o n s of the 
Libyan government t o spend huge suras of money on the urban 
development of Beida F i r s t l y , the government wants i t s 
f u t u r e c a p i t a l t o be away from the two r i v a l c i t i e s of T r i p o l i 
and Benghazi Secondly, Beida w i l l be somewhat removed from 
l i k e l y p o l i t i c a l unrest or m i l i t a r y i n t e r v e n t i o n i n the f u t u r e 
T h i r d l y , Gyrenaica w i l l g a in f u r t h e r p o l i t i c a l powers m 
exe r o i s i n g both i n t e r n a l and e x t e r n a l p o l i c y of Libya F o u r t h l y 
i t w i l l be less subjected t o f o r e i g n p o l i t i c a l i n f l u e n c e 

However, although Beida has had 12 years of urban develop­
ment, i t has so f a r only a t t r a c t e d investments i n r e a l e s t a t e , 
but not i n commerce or i n d u s t r y Even Cyrenaican businessmen 
are extremely cautious t o do so, owing t o u n c e r t a i n t y about the 



f u t u r e of Beida 
I n c o n t r a s t t o Beida, T r i p o l i i s a more " n a t u r a l " c a p i t a l 

and has many geographical advantages F i r s t l y , i t s geographi­
c a l s i t e i s more favourable "because i t i s s i t u a t e d on the 
Mediterranean coast w i t h i t s good harbour and p o r t Secondly, 
the c i t y h i n t e r l a n d i s more c u l t i v a t e d , supplying the c i t y 
w i t h a l l i t s a g r i c u l t u r a l needs such as vegetables, f r u i t s , 
etc T h i r d l y , there i s a h i g h c o n c e n t r a t i o n of commercial, 
"business and i n d u s t r i a l a c t i v i t i e s F o u r t h l y , T r i p o l i has 
about one quarter of a m i l l i o n people, and i s a more s o c i a l l y 
and c u l t u r a l l y advanced c i t y F i n a l l y , T r i p o l i i s the symbol 
of emerging new Libya Here the f o r e i g n v i s i t o r s and t o u r i s t s 
can get the a c t u a l p i c t u r e of the new Libya 

At the present time T r i p o l i i s s t i l l p a r t l y f u n c t i o n i n g 
as the western c a p i t a l of Libya I n other words, the c e n t r a l 
government has some permanent o f f i c e s i n the c i t y , such as 
various m i n i s t r i e s , although the r e g u l a r weekly meetings of 
the Libyan cabinet take place i n Beida and not i n T r i p o l i 

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o note t h a t the m a j o r i t y of the 
government b u i l d i n g s m T r i p o l i are e i t h e r o l d e x - I t a l i a n 
o f f i c e s or rented from the p r i v a t e sector There are only 
three m u l t i - s t o r e y b u i l d i n g s erected by the government i n 1963 

They are now occupied by the M i n i s t r y of Economy and Trade, 
the M i n i s t r y of Finance and the M i n i s t r y of I n f o r m a t i o n and 
C u l t u r e There are economic reasons behind the reluctance of 
the government t o b u i l d more o f f i c e s i n T r i p o l i , i n p a r t i c u l a r 



the Libyan government does not want to spend money i n T r i p o l i 
on c o n s t r u c t i o n of p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s at the expense of Beida 

Table k 2 D i s t r i b u t i o n of the Libyan M i n i s t r i e s i n 
T r i p o l i . 1968 

M i n i s t r y Location 
1 Finance East of CBD 
2 Planning and Development 
3 I n d u s t r y 
k Economy and Trade 
5 I n f o r m a t i o n and Culture 
6 M u n i c i p a l i t y A f f a i r s 
7 Education CBD 
8 Housing and Government Property CBD 
9 Public Works CBD 
1_0 Tourism _ CBD 
11 S o c i a l A f f a i r s CBD (The Core) 
12 I n t e r i o r " " 
13 Health Outside of the CBD 
1i+ Communications 
15 Youth and Sport 
16 A g r i c u l t u r e " 11 

Source F i e l d Work Survey, T r i p o l i . 1967 

This t a b l e i n d i c a t e s c l e a r l y t h a t there are twelve m i n i s t r i e s 
l o c a t e d w i t h i n the CBD representing about t w o - t h i r d s of the 
e x i s t i n g m i n i s t r i e s , whereas only f o u r m i n i s t r i e s are s i t e d 
outside of the CBD 

I t i s important to note t h a t there i s a tendency on the 
p a r t of the c e n t r a l Libyan government t o r e n t m u l t i - s t o r e y 
o f f i c e s outside the CBD away from noise, heavy t r a f f i c and 

t i i t 

i t i t 



r e s i d e n t i a l areas 
The m a j o r i t y of f o r e i g n embassies are l o c a t e d i n the 

Garden C i t y near the Royal Palace The remainder are s i t u a t e d 
i n the Adrian P e l t S t r e e t along the sea-side, and w i t h i n the 
upper class r e s i d e n t i a l area of the Shara Ben Ashur quarter 
Foreign embassies, whose number i s about 30, are r e l u c t a n t to 
move t h e i r o f f i c e s to Beida owing to housing shortage and 
lack of entertainment f a c i l i t i e s Only a few embassies have 
a d d i t i o n a l o f f i c e s i n Beida, e g U K , U S A , France, U S S R 
and U A R 

Apart from the p o l i t i c a l f u n c t i o n of T r i p o l i , the c i t y i s 
the l a r g e s t urban centre i n T r l p o l i t a n i a , and i t has the 
ad m i n i s t r a t i v e headquarters of the T r i p o l i Muqataa (province) 
which i s t o be considered the most populous Muqataa i n Libya 
( F i g k 2) I t has a p o p u l a t i o n oi 379,925, representing 2l\. 3 

per cent of the t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n of Libya (1 ,56U,369 i n 1961+) 
This a d m i n i s t r a t i v e f u n c t i o n i s exercised through the Muqataa 
c o u n c i l which consists of 20 members appointed by the M i n i s t r y 
of the I n t e r i o r I n a d d i t i o n , T r i p o l i i s the headquarters of 
T r i p o l i M u n i c i p a l i t y as w e l l as other i n s t i t u t i o n s and s o c i a l 
organizations ( P l a t e 3 3) 

The 15 p o l i c e s t a t i o n s are d i s t r i b u t e d w i t h i n the c e n t r a l 
business d i s t r i c t , middle and outer zones There i s only one 
p o l i c e s t a t i o n w i t h i n the Old Town Eight of these p o l i c e 
s t a t i o n s were esta b l i s h e d during the I t a l i a n r u l e The r e s t 
were established d u r i n g the B r i t i s h A d m i n i s t r a t i o n and the 
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post Independence p e r i o d owing t o p o p u l a t i o n increase and f o r 
s e c u r i t y purposes There i s only one f i r e s t a t i o n l o c a t e d 
near Ben Gashir Gate 

There are 12 l o c a l post o f t i c e s , the mam one i s l o c ated 
at A l g e r i a Square The remainder are s i t e d w i t h i n the c e n t r a l 
business d i s t r i c t which has s i x post o f f i c e s The other f i v e 
post o f f i c e s are s i t u a t e d w i t h i n the middle zone, whereas the 
outer zone has only one, located m Giorgimpopoli, s e r v i n g the 
upper class r e s i d e n t i a l area 

Generally speaking, although the economic f u n c t i o n of 
T r i p o l i i s growing, i t s p o l i t i c a l r o l e i s d e c l i n i n g Therefore 
the present p o l i t i c a l f u n c t i o n i s t o prepare the way f o r Beida 
t o be the new c a p i t a l of Libya This aim w i l l be achieved when 
a l l urban development schemes are completed w i t h i n Beida 
k 2 THE COMMERCIAL FUNCTION 

Commerce i s the most important f u n c t i o n of T r i p o l i This 
i s p r i m a r i l y r e l a t e d to the f a c t t h a t tne c i t y i s the l a r g e s t 
service centre i n T r i p o l i t a n i a , serving not only the c i t y 
i t s e l f and i t s regions, but also Cyrenaica and Feazan There 
are many f a c t o r s underlying the commercial importance of the 
c i t y The most s i g n i f i c a n t one i s the h i g h c a p i t a l investment 
i n the commercial sector of the c i t y The second f a c t o r i s 
due t o the f a c t t h a t the c i t y has the highest number of people 
working i n trade m Libya Here the t o t a l number of people 
engaged i n trade a c t i v i t i e s , whether i t i s wholesaling or 
r e t a i l i n g , was 10 ,370 i n 196^, of which 8,751 were Libyans, 



representing Qk 3 per cent of the t o t a l , and the remainder 
were I t a l i a n s and Jews 
R e t a i l Trade 

The r e t a i l a c t i v i t i e s cover the whole of the c e n t r a l 
business d i s t r i c t of T r i p o l i and can be d i v i d e d i n t o two 
t r a d i t i o n a l suks and modern shops (Pig k 3) 

(A) T r a d i t i o n a l suks (Markets). These are s i t u a t e d i n the 
southern and south-eastern p a r t s of the Old Town They are 
numerous and have e x i s t e d since the beginning of the Arab era 
i n Libya They f l o u r i s h e d during the Turkish r u l e and survived 
the I t a l i a n occupation At the present time they are s t i l l 
f u n c t i o n i n g commercially and a t t r a c t i n g customers from a l l 
p a r t s of the c i t y ( P i g k k) 

A survey conducted by the w r i t e r on 6k samples w i t h i n 
d i f f e r e n t t r a d i t i o n a l Arab shops reveals t h a t the average 
r e n t f o r each of these i s £L 5 10 Od per month The highest 
r e n t i s £L 32 O.Od i n the f o o d s t u f f shopping area of the Old 
Town The lowest rent i s £L 1 0 Od i n the Suk of Rubaa 
I t i s noteworthy t h a t about 90 per cent of these shops are 
Waqf pro p e r t y (dedicated t o Moslem r e l i g i o u s , c u l t u r a l or 
c h a r i t a b l e i n s t i t u t i o n s ) 
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Table k 3 Ownership of Shops i n the Old Town. 1966-67 

Suk j Arabs Jews T o t a l 

Suk e l Rubaa U8 - ke> 

Suk e l Nessa 76 - 76 

Suk e l L e f f a 66 - 66 

Suk e l Siagga & A t t a r a 90 6 96 

Suk e l Halga 55 - 55 

Suk Bal e l I l o r i y a h 66 k 70 

Suk e l Mushir 55 k 59 

Suk e l Turk 93 1 100 

Suk e l N e j j a r a 26 k 30 

T o t a l 575 25 600 

Source F i e l d Work Survey (1966-1967) 

Table k 3 reveals t h a t the m a j o r i t y of the shopkeepers are 
Libyan Arabs, representing 92 5 per cent, whereas the Jews 
c o n s t i t u t e 7 5 per cent Tms i s p r i m a r i l y due t o the f a c t 
t h a t the Libyan shopkeepers deal w i t h the t r a d i t i o n a l Libyan 
goods which a t t r a c t more r u r a l customers The Jewish shop­
keepers deal g e n e r a l l y w i t h ready-made c l o t h e s , European t e x t i l e 
and accessories f o r both men and women, as w e l l as j e w e l l e r y 
Their number has decreased i n recent years p r i m a r i l y because 
of m o b i l i t y t o the modern shopping centre, and, secondarily, 
because of departures to I s r a e l No I t a l i a n merchants are 
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found, i n the suka of the Old Town, "because they p r e f e r t o have 
t h e i r shops m the modern sector 

Suk e l Rubaa i s one of the most important t r a d i t i o n a l 
markets I t i s s i t u a t e d t o the n o r t h of Ahmed Basha's mosque. 
Here the Suk i s covered by an arched roof - of t y p i c a l Arab 
design - and contained 48 open-fronted shops The average 
f l o o r area of the shop i s 6 sq metres Each shop has a 
"mastabah" which i s designed to be used as a s i t t i n g place 
f o r the shopkeeper and f o r d i s p l a y i n g h i s goods Both the 
mastabah and ground f l o o r are covered by a small size carpet 
The goods are e i t h e r kept i n drawers or displayed at the f r o n t 
of the shop The Suk e l Rubaa s p e c i a l i z e s i n s e l l i n g women 
'barracans' made of c o t t o n or s i l k , o r i e n t a l g i f t s and 
souvenirs ( P l a t e k 1 ) 

Suk e l Nessa i s another t r a d i t i o n a l market, c o n t a i n i n g 
76 shops which s p e c i a l i z e g e n e r a l l y i n s i l k barracans The 
suk draws most of i t s customers from the c i t y i t s e l f , because 
s i l k barracans are demanded only by the urban women who wear 
the most s o p h i s t i c a t e d t e x t i l e s 

Suk e l L e f f a i s l a r g e r than the previous two suks and has 
66 shops The average f l o o r area i s 6 aq metres The suk 
shops s p e c i a l i z e g e n e r a l l y i n wool barracans f o r men and women 
as w e l l as wool blankets The customers of the suk are drawn 
from both the c i t y and r u r a l areas a l i k e ( P l a t e 1+ 2) 

A l l these suks are s t i l l m a i n t a i n i n g t h e i r t r a d i t i o n a l 
ways of commerce For example, the i n t e n s i v e commercial 
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P l a t e 4.1 T r a d i t i o n a l L ibyan market Suk e l Rubaa 

P l a t e 4.2 T r a d i t i o n a l L i byan market > Suk e l L e f f a 
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a c t i v i t i e s of the suks take place i n the morning between 1 0 a m . 

t o 1 p m , and decrease during the afternoons and evenings 
Also the silks' a c t i v i t i e s are i n t e n s i f i e d dnring w i n t e r and 
summer months when the r u r a l people come f o r shopping These 
t r a d i t i o n a l suks also a t t r a c t f o r e i g n t o u r i s t s i n t e r e s t e d m 
l o c a l h a n d i c r a f t s and o r i e n t a l g i f t s 

Shops s e l l i n g s i l v e r , gold and jewels are also s i t u a t e d m 
t h i s area and are located i n the Suk e l Siagga and the Suk e l 
A t t a r a These suks were es t a b l i s h e d "by Jewish smiths i n the 
l a t e nineteenth century and were expanded during the I t a l i a n 
r u l e and a f t e r o i l d iscoveries of 1956 There are 93 of these 
shops, s i t u a t e d along two s t r e e t s Each shop w i t h i n the suk 
has a small _show w_indow The average f l o o r area i s 8 sq metres 
P o t e n t i a l customers are drawn from the c i t y and the r u r a l areas 
of T r i p o l i t a n i a Tne commercial a c t i v i t i e s cease only on F r i d a y 
afternoons 

Suk e l Halga i s l o c ated t o the west of the previous suks 
I t s 55 shops have f l o o r areas from 10 t o 30 sq. metres These 
shops are open f r o n t e d w i t h s h u t t e r s They s p e c i a l i z e i n 
various f o r e i g n t e x t i l e goods ( c o t t o n , s i l k , rayon, etc ) The 
customers are drawn from a l l d i f f e r e n t income groups of the 
c i t y as w e l l as the r u r a l areas 

Suk e l Horiyah i s s i t u a t e d close t o the Horiyah gate 
Most of the suk shops s p e c i a l i z e m s e l l i n g spices, hardware, 
household a r t i c l e s , as w e l l as low p r i c e d footwear This suk 
contains 70 shops of various f l o o r areas ranging from 10 to 
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20 sq metres The suk shops draw t h e i r customers from the lo«v 
income groups who seek low p r i c e d goods 

Suk e l Mushir i s l o cated t o the east of Ahmed Basha's 
mosque This suk was est a b l i s h e d "by the Turkish A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
during the nineteenth century I t contains 59 shops, most of 
which are modernized w i t h show windows "by the shopkeepers The 
average f l o o r area i s "between 10-16 sq metres The shops 
ge n e r a l l y s p e c i a l i z e i n ready-made clothes and accessories f o r 
men, as w e l l as t e x t i l e s , suitcases, "bags and other o r i e n t a l 
l u x u r y g i f t s 

Suk e l Turk i s another t r a d i t i o n a l market located t o the 
no r t h of the previous suk I t was established "by T r i p o l i 
merchants during the Turkish r u l e I t i s a t y p i c a l example of 
Turkish a r c h i t e c t u r a l design c o n t a i n i n g 100 shops vary i n g i n 
s p e c i a l i z a t i o n , i e ready-made clothes, l i n e n , women's dresses, 
footwear, watches, and men's accessories The m a j o r i t y of these 
goods are imported from East European countries and Hong Kong 
(P l a t e k 3 ) 

The customers of "both suks are drawn from a l l p a r t s of the 
c i t y as w e l l as from the r u r a l areas of T r i p o l i t a n i a This i s 
p r i m a r i l y due to the f a c t t h a t the p r i c e s of goods are cheaper 
than most found i n the modern shopping centre 

Suk e l N e j j a r a i s s i t e d to the east of the Suk e l Turk 
I t contains 30 shops lo c a t e d along one side of the Suk Shops 
are open-fronted and they s p e c i a l i z e g e n e r a l l y i n s e l l i n g 
b u i l d i n g and p a i n t i n g m a t e r i a l s Their customers are drawn 
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from a l l p a r t s of the c i t y ( P l a t e k k ) 

I n a d d i t i o n , there are small Arab suks w i t h i n the shopping 
area of the Old Town They have no p a r t i c u l a r s p e c i a l i z a t i o n , 
and shopkeepers s e l l d i f f e r e n t kinds of goods, 1 e f o o d s t u f f s , 
"butchers' meat, ready-made c l o t h e s , t e x t i l e s , footwear, etc 
(B) The modern shopping centre i s s i t u a t e d t o the south of the 
t r a d i t i o n a l commercial area I t comprises a l l major commercial 
s t r e e t s of the modern sector (P l a t e s k 5 and 6 ) Most of the 
commercial a c t i v i t i e s take place w i t h i n t h i s p a r t of the c i t y 
This i s p r i m a r i l y due t o a v a r i e t y of f a c t o r s F i r s t l y , the 
modern shopping area l i e s between the Old Town t o the nor t h and 
the r e s i d e n t i a l areas t o the south This n u c l e a t i o n i s of great 
commercial value t o the shopping area because i t draws i t s 
p o t e n t i a l customers from a l l p a r t s of the c i t y Secondly, the 
bu l k of the t r a f f i c movement takes place w i t h i n t h i s area, due 
to wide s t r e e t s T h i r d l y , a l l commercial f i r m s , banks, 
insurance o f f i c e s , etc are located here F o u r t h l y , the econo­
mic f a c t o r s are also of p a r t i c u l a r importance, such as high 
c a p i t a l invested i n modern shops F i f t h l y , a l l t-ypes of con­
sumer goods are found w i t h i n the modern sector F i n a l l y , a l l 
s o c i a l amenities and places of entertainment, such as cinemas, 
n i g h t clubs, etc are located w i t h i n the modern shopping area 

This shopping centre of the modern sector can be c l a s s i ­
f i e d i n t o two types ( a ) r e t a i l , and (b) wholesale t r a d i n g 
The former i s the most|predominant commercial a c t i v i t y w i t h i n 
the modern sector, and comprises more than three-quarters of 
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the commerce Here the r e t a i l trade shops number 1,306 

representing 35 8 per cent of the t o t a l number of r e t a i l shops 
w i t h i n the whole c i t y (3,61+2 shops) 

Table k k Ownership of shops w i t h i n the modern shopping area 
1 9 6 ? 

Kind of business Libyan 
Arabs 

I t a l ­
ians Jews T o t a l 

Ready-made clothes and t e x t i l e s 117 - 27 Akh 
E l e c t r i c a l appliances, r a d i o s , tape 
recorders, r e f r i g e r a t o r s , etc 1 06 10 3 119 

Machinery and equipment 78 26 13 117 
F u r n i t u r e 58 5 8 71 
O r i e n t a l g i f t s k& 6 12 66 

Photography and cameras k 6 k 
S t a t i o n e r s 30 6 k ko 
Cosmetics 21 - 5 8 3k~ 
Toys 22 5 1 28 
P l a s t i c m a t e r i a l s , household 
u t e n s i l s , china and crockery k2 3 — k5 

Chemical products 32 13 9 5k 
Chemists 22 k - 26 

B u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l and s a n i t a r y ware 57 8 79 
Flowers 5 k - 9 
Greengroceries 1*1 k - k5 
Butchers 76 k 1 81 

Fishmongers 16 2 - 18 
Foodstuffs 185 13 222 

Supermarkets 3 - - 3 
Wine shops - 3k 17 51 
Confectioners 30 7 3 ko 

T o t a l 993 1 71 11+2 1,306 

Source F i e l d Work Survey (1966-1967) 
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Table l+ 1+ shows t h a t the m a j o r i t y of the r e t a i l shop­
keepers are Libyans who represent 76 0 per cent, whereas the 
I t a l i a n s and Jews c o n s t i t u t e 13 9 and 10 1 per cent r e s p e c t i v e l ' 

There i s no d e t a i l e d data on the size of the f l o o r area of 
shops located w i t h i n tne modern sector However, these snops 
can be d i v i d e d i n t o two categoiles according t o age The 
f i r a t are the o l d shops which were e s t a b l i s h e d during the 
I t a l i a n r u l e , which are g e n e r a l l y of medium f l o o r area, l e 
the average i s 20-30 sq metres Most of the shops are found 
m the I s t i q l a l , Mizran, and Omar e l Mukhtar Streets A l l 
these shops are i n d i v i d u a l l y owned, and the c a p i t a l invested 
i s high About 90 perccent of these shops are being rented 
by shopkeepers, the r e n t v a r y i n g considerably from £L 14 t o 
£L 65 per month A sample survey conducted by the w r i t e r on 
130 shops i n three s t r e e t s (21+ December, I s t i q l a l and Cairo) 
shows t h a t the average r e n t i s £L 2 3 11+ Od per month 

The new shops whicn were established from 1962 onwards 
have large f l o o r areas, averaging 5 0 H 00 sq metres These 
shops were designed t o have l a r g e r f l o o r areas than the o l d 
ones, and occupy s i t e s i n the new m u l t i - s t o r e y b u i l d i n g s which 
were erected r e c e n t l y i n I s t i q l a l and 21+ December Streets 
Therefore the r e n t i s considerably higher and the average 
exceeds £L 30 per month, and the maximum reaching £L 100 per 
month As a r e s u l t , the most expensive goods, such as r e f r i g ­
e r a t o r s , r a d i o s , cameras, o r i e n t a l g i f t s , modern women's 
fas h i o n clothes etc , are t o be found i n these new shops 
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The d i s t r i b u t i o n and l o c a t i o n of these r e t a i l shops can be 
seen i n (Figures k 5 and 6 ) 

1 Ready-made c l o t h i n g shops are mostly concentrated i n three 
major s t r e e t s Omar e l Mukhtar (1U shops), 21+ December (9 shops) 
and I s t i q l a l (6 shops) Both Mizran and Cairo S t r e e t s have two 
shops each A l l these shops are w e l l s i t e d and have lar g e show 
windows f o r women's modern fashions as w e l l as men's s u i t s and 
overcoats Most of the shops have h i g h c a p i t a l and f o l l o w 
commercially the modern European p r a c t i c e s The owners of the 
shops are mostly Libyans who form 81 2 per cent, Jews c o n s t i t u t e 
18 8 per cent I n general, more c a p i t a l i s invested i n these 
shops than those i n the Old Town The c a p i t a l exceeds £L 100,001 

but^the average i s not less than £L 20,000 per shop A l l of the 
displayed goods are foreign-made ( I t a l i a n and B r i t i s h ) and 
h i g h l y expensive Apart from ready-made c l o t h e s , the shops also 
s e l l the more expensive European t e x t i l e s f o r both men and women 
As a r e s u l t , almost the e n t i r e p o t e n t i a l customers of these 
shops are e i t h e r f o r e i g n e r s or Libyans of h i g h income 

2 The commercial f u n c t i o n or s p e c i a l i z a t i o n of e l e c t r i c i t y , 
r a d i o , r e f r i g e r a t o r and tape recorder shops i s not w e l l defined, 
as t h i s k i n d of shop s e l l s d i f f e r e n t consumer goods However, 
these shops are g e n e r a l l y concentrated m the four mam s t r e e t s 
They have lar g e show windows, and the displayed goods w i t h i n 
the shops are mostly imported from the South and Western 
European c o u n t r i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y I t a l y , Germany, France and the 
UK I t i s noteworthy t h a t there i s much c a p i t a l invested i n 
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these commercial establishments The m a j o r i t y of the owners 
are Libyans, representing 89 0 per cent, whereas Jews and 
I t a l i a n s c o n s t i t u t e 8 1+ and 2 6 per cent r e s p e c t i v e l y These 
e l e c t r i c a l shops draw t h e i r p o t e n t i a l customers from a l l p a r t s 
of the c i t y and T r i p o l i t a n i a as a whole I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o 
note t h a t there i s a heavy demand f o r consumer goods of t h i s 
type from Libyans, p a r t i c u l a r l y from those who f a l l w i t h i n h i gh 
and middle income groups 

3 Machinery and equipment shops deal g e n e r a l l y w i t h d i f f e r e n t 
kinds of goods, e g a g r i c u l t u r a l t o o l s , motor v e h i c l e spares, 
e l e c t r i c a l power machinery etc They number 117 shops, 7k of 
which are l o c a t e d w i t h i n the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t , the r e s t 
being located i n other s t r e e t s The s i t e l o c a t i o n i s not 
important f o r these shops because they have r e g u l a r and s p e c i f i c 
customers, mostly i n d u s t r i a l i s t s , farmers and garage service 
men A high p r o p o r t i o n of the shop-owners are Libyans who 
c o n s t i t u t e 66 6 per cent, w h i l s t the r e s t are I t a l i a n s and Jews 
i+ F u r n i t u r e shops are found i n three major s t r e e t s Maamun, 
21+ December and H a i t i They number 71 shops, f i v e of which are 
owned by I t a l i a n s and ei g h t are owned by Jews The r e s t are 
owned by Libyans The f u r n i t u r e shops have two economic 
fu n c t i o n s s e l l i n g and manufacturing I n other words, the shop 
f l o o r area i s d i v i d e d i n t o two areas the s e l l i n g area occupies 
the f r o n t , and the workshop i s s i t u a t e d at the back I n general 
the f u r n i t u r e shops f a l l i n t o two categories modern and 
t r a d i t i o n a l shops The former are s i t e d i n the modern commer-
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c i a l area Here the shops are modernized w i t h l a r g e show 
windows, and they s e l l h i g h l y expensive f u r n i t u r e imported from 
I t a l y The t r a d i t i o n a l f u r n i t u r e shops are located w i t h i n the 
t r a n s i t i o n a l shopping area i n Maamun St r e e t "between the Old 
Town and modern sector These shops are not modernized and 
are without show windows The owners of these shops are mostly 
Libyans, although some are I t a l i a n s and Jews The customers 
of the f u r n i t u r e shops vary from one shopping area to another 
For example, the customers of the modern f u r n i t u r e shops are 
the high income groups, whereas the t r a d i t i o n a l f u r n i t u r e shops 
draw t h e i r customers from the lower income ones 
5 Larp,e shoe shops are p r i m a r i l y s i t u a t e d m two s t r e e t s Omar 
e l Mukhtar ( 6 ) and I s t i q l a l ( 3 ) Other shoe shops are sc a t t e r e d 
w i t h i n the GBD S i t e s e l e c t i o n of the shoe shops i s important 
because most of the pedestrians use the mam s t r e e t s f o r t h e i r 
shopping A l l shoe shops have lar g e show windows w i t h exten­
siv e modernization The f l o o r area of the shops v a r i e s from 
50 sq metres to 150 sq meties The p o t e n t i a l customers of 
these shops are of high income groups as shoe p r i c e s are high 
Small si z e shoe shops are s i t e d w i t h i n the t r a n s i t i o n a l area 
and are open-fronted They draw a high p r o p o r t i o n of Libyan 
customers because p r i c e s of shoes are l o v e r than the modern 
sector shops Snoe shops m general do more s e l l i n g during 
the w i n t e r months and r e l i g i o u s occasions 

6 O r i e n t a l g i f t shops number 66 About t w o - t h i r d s of them 
are s i t u a t e d i n the main s t r e e t s of the modern sector, 



P l a t e 4.5 Modern shopping c e n t r e i n Omar e l Mukhtar s t r e e t 
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P l a t e 4.6 T r a d i t i o n a l shopping a r e a for the wholesale of f o o d s t u f f s 
i n E l Rashid s t r e e t 
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p a r t i c u l a r l y I s t i q l a l , which comprises 2\ shops 21+ December 
Str e e t has 12 shops Omnr e l Mukhtar has only 2 shops The 
r e s t of the o r i e n t a l g i f t shops are located w i t h i n other commer­
c i a l s t r e e t s of the CBD Libyan shop owners represent 72 7 per 
cent, the r e s t are I t a l i a n s and Jews The existence of high 
numbers of o r i e n t a l g i f t shops w i t h i n the modern shopping area 
i s due p r i m a r i l y t o the t o u r i s t s and f o r e i g n customers who are 
ge n e r a l l y i n t e r e s t e d i n the l o c a l Libyan h a n d i c r a f t s such as 
carpets, fancy goods, copper and s i l v e r works etc Therefore 
the s i t e s e l e c t i o n i s of commercial importance t o the shop­
keepers who deal mostly w i t h f o r e i g n customers 

7 Photographic and camera shops are mostly l o c a t e d i n the Amr 
Ib n E l Ass S t r e e t , where there are s i x camera shops Both 
I s t i q l a l and 21+ December Streets have three shops each Omar 
e l Mukhtar has only two shops A l l these shops occupy good 
s i t e s w i t h i n the major thoroughfares which are used by most of 
the c i t y pedestrians Six of the owners of the photographic 
and camera shops are I t a l i a n s and there are f o u r Libyans and 
f o u r Jews 
8 S t a t i o n e r y and book shops are loc a t e d w i t h i n the mam 
commercial s t r e e t s of the modern se c t o r , p a r t i c u l a r l y Mizran 
which has 11 shops Other s t r e e t s such as Omar e l Mukhtar and 
21+ December have 2 shops each Other s t a t i o n e r y and book shops 
are s c a t t e r e d w i t h i n the GBD Most of the shop-owners are 
Libyans who represent 7 5 . 0 per cent, the r e s t are I t a l i a n s and 
Jews A high p r o p o r t i o n of customers of these shops are 



112 

s c h o o l - c h i l d r e n and u n i v e r s i t y students 
9 Cosmetic shops l i e i n three main commercial s t r e e t s , i e 
I s t i q l a l , 2k December and Omar e l Mukhtar The former has 
s i x shops, the second has eig h t shops, whereas the t h i r d has 
only one ship Another 19 cosmetic shops are widely s c a t t e r e d 
w i t h i n the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t Most of these shops are 
owned by Libyans who represent 61 8 per cent, whereas I t a l i a n s 
and Jews c o n s t i t u t e 11+ 7 and 23 5 per cent r e s p e c t i v e l y 
These cosmetic shops are h i g h l y modernized w i t h show windows 
and extensive c a p i t a l A l l cosmetic m a t e r i a l s are imported 
from abroad, p a r t i c u l a r l y Prance and I t a l y The shops draw 
t h e i r customers from a l l p a r t s of the c i t y but most of t h e i r 
p o t e n t i a l customers are f o r e i g n and Libyan women from h i g h 
income groups 

10 Toy shops are h i g h l y concentrated w i t h i n the commercial 
s t r e e t s o f the modern sector where there a r e 2 l shops Other 
toy shops are located w i t h i n the t r a d i t i o n a l shopping area of 
the Old Town 78 5 per cent of t o y shops are owned by Libyans 
who have s p e c i a l i z e d i n t h i s trade since the I t a l i a n r u l e , the 
r e s t are I t a l i a n s and Jews Most of the displayed goods are 
imported from Japan, other goods are imported from I t a l y and 
the U K The Japanese toys are cheaper than the European 
ones, and are more popular, p a r t i c u l a r l y among the lower income 
groups The commercial a c t i v i t i e s of t h i s t r a d e increase 
during the r e l i g i o u s occasions when parents are expected t o 
buy toys f o r t h e i r c h i l d r e n I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o note t h a t 
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toy shops a t t r a c t more urban customers than r u r a l ones The 
number of t o y shops i s i n creasing and owners t r y t o s e l e c t 
b e t t e r s i t e s i n order to a t t r a c t more customers 
11 Shops s e l l i n g p l a s t i c household u t e n s i l s are concentrated 
m general i n the Maamum and E l Rashid I n other words, t h e i r 
s i t e s are associated w i t h f o o d s t u f f shops and wholesale stores 
w i t h i n the t r a n s i t i o n a l shopping area Other shops are w e l l 
d i s t r i b u t e d w i t h i n the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t and some Arab 
r e s i d e n t i a l areas About 93 3 per cent of these shops are 
owned by Libyans, the remainder are owned by I t a l i a n s Most 
of the displayed goods are imported from Japan The r e s t are 
from d i f f e r e n t European countries The demand f o r p l a s t i c 
u t e n s i l s _ i s growing w i t h i n the c i t y market, mainly because they 
are cheaper than china and other c r o c k e r i e s , they are unbreak­
able and l a s t longer Consequently, p l a s t i c household u t e n s i l s 
and crockeries are extremely popular, p a r t i c u l a r l y among work­
ing class f a m i l i e s Also they draw a high p r o p o r t i o n of r u r a l 
customers, 

12 Chemical products shops are found throughout the C e n t r a l 
Business D i s t r i c t w i t h a s p e c i a l c o n c e n t r a t i o n w i t h i n the 21+ 

December, Mizran, E l Rashid and Omar e l Mukhtar Streets Here 
the chemical m a t e r i a l shops s e l l d i f f e r e n t kinds of chemical 
products which are e i t h e r used i n a g r i c u l t u r e or i n d u s t r y 
Most of the displayed goods are imported from Germany, I t a l y 
and the U K The remainder are products of the new Libyan 
chemical manufacturing p l a n t s The m a j o r i t y of customers are 



e i t h e r i n d u s t r i a l i s t s or people who are engaged m a g r i c u l t u r e 
w i t h i n the r u r a l areas of T r i p o l i t a n i a About 59 2 per cent 
of the shop-owners are Libyans, I t a l i a n s and Jews c o n s t i t u t e 
1+0 8 per cent 
13 The d i s t r i b u t i o n of chemist shops i s g e n e r a l l y associated 
w i t h the modern shopping centre There are, f o r instance, 11+ 
chemists located w i t h i n the commercial s t r e e t s of the modern 
sector There are two chemists s i t e d w i t h i n the Old Town 
Another t e n chemists are w e l l d i s t r i b u t e d w i t h i n the r e s i d e n t i a l 
areas of T r i p o l i I n other words, there i s at l e a s t one chemist 
i n every Arab r e s i d e n t i a l area w i t h the exception of the Shanty 
Town About 81+ 6 per cent of the t o t a l number of chemist shops 

are owned by Libyans,_but they are run by f o r e i g n pharmacists , 
the r e s t are owned by I t a l i a n s The various kinds of medical 
drugs are imported from abroad, p a r t i c u l a r l y S w i t z e r l a n d , I t a l y , 
France, U S A and U K The e x i s t i n g number of chemist shops 
w i t h i n the c i t y i s inadequate t o cope w i t h the heavy demand 
f o r medicine and drugs from the p o p u l a t i o n of T r i p o l i More­
over, these chemist shops also provide services f o r r u r a l 
people who come t o T r i p o l i t o buy medicines and drugs However, 
heavy demand f o r drugs does r e f l e c t the r i s i n g standard of 
l i v i n g among urban and r u r a l p o p u l a t i o n a l i k e 
11+ About o n e - t h i r d of the b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l and sanitary-ware 
shops are located w i t h i n the commercial s t r e e t s of T r i p o l i , such 
as Omar e l Mukhtar, E l Rashid and 21+ December Other remaining 
shops are w i d e l y d i s t r i b u t e d throughout the c e n t r a l business 
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d i s t r i c t I n other words, s i t e s e l e c t i o n i s not r e s t r i c t e d to 
s p e c i f i c areas since the marginal s i t e s are more favourable 
This i s p r i m a r i l y due t o the existence of regular customers 
such as "builders and con t r a c t o r s The m a j o r i t y of the owners 
of these shops are Libyans representing 72 2 per cent, whereas 
the I t a l i a n s and Jews c o n s t i t u t e 17 8 and 11 3 r e s p e c t i v e l y 
A l l the s a n i t a r y ware and most "building m a terials are imported 
from abroad, p a r t i c u l a r l y I t a l y , France and the UK I t i s 
noteworthy t h a t the number of b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l and s a n i t a r y 
ware shops has increased i n recent years due t o expansion i n 
p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s and housing 

15 The l o c a t i o n of the nine f l o w e r shops i s h i g h l y r e s t r i c t e d 
t o jbhe maj.n commercial s t r e e t s such_a_s_ I s t i q l a l and e l Magarba 
Streets Their customers are drawn from the f o r e i g n community 
m T r i p o l i Five of the shop-owners are Libyans and the r e s t 
are I t a l i a n s These shops depend e n t i r e l y on the c i t y ' s 
gardens which supply shops w i t h t h e i r requirements of f r e s h 
flowers I n general, the cost of flowers i s r a t h e r h i g h because 
gardening f o r market needs i s l a r g e l y confined t o a few 
I t a l i a n gardens which s p e c i a l i z e m t h i s kind of business 

S i d i Mesri i s the main supplying area f o r flowers Some 
European flowers were introduced t o Libya by I t a l i a n gardeners 
16 The f o o d s t u f f shops are numerous w i t h i n the modern sector, 
p r i m a r i l y m two main s t r e e t s E l Rashid and Maamun Their 
s i t e l o c a t i o n i s associated w i t h the t r a n s i t i o n a l shopping area 
between the Old Town and the modern sector The p r o x i m i t y 
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of two "bus s t a t i o n s , the Municipal and the Regional, has 
enhanced the importance of the l o c a t i o n of f o o d s t u f f shops 
Moreover, the heavy pede s t r i a n and v e h i c u l a r t r a f f i c which 
takes place w i t h i n these s t r e e t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the morning 
and evening hours, makes these s i t e s commercially a t t r a c t i v e 

The f o o d s t u f f shops draw a large number of urban and r u r a l 
customers They deal w i t h a l l d i f f e r e n t kinds of canned and 
d r i e d foods About 90 per cent of the f o o d s t u f f s are imported 
from d i f f e r e n t European c o u n t r i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y I t a l y , Holland, 
Spain and the U K The m a j o r i t y of the shop owners are Libyans 
representing 83 3 per cent, Jews c o n s t i t u t e 10 8 per cent and 
the I t a l i a n s form only 5 9 per cent The meat, p o u l t r y and 
f i s h shops are mostly s i t u a t e d w i t h i n , the M u n i c i p a l i t y market 
There are 76 butchers and 16 fishmongers Other butchers and 
fishmongers are found w i t h i n the Central Business D i s t r i c t and 
the r e s i d e n t i a l areas 

17 Greengrocery shops are concentrated i n the M u n i c i p a l i t y 
Market m E l Rashid S t r e e t , where there are I+5 such shops A l l 
kinds of f r e s h vegetables are a v a i l a b l e i n these shops, but the 
p r i c e s of the vegetables are considerably higher than those m 
the t r a d i t i o n a l l o c a l markets Therefore the r e g u l a r customers 
of these shops are of the h i g h income groups who are mostly 
f o r e i g n e r s 

There are also about 100 s t a l l h o l d e r s s e l l i n g s i m i l a r 
produce Their s t a l l s are l o c a t e d w i t h i n the t r a n s i t i o n a l zone 
m open space i n E l Maamun St r e e t Other s t a l l s are found i n 
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open spaces w i t h i n the r e s i d e n t i a l areas of Mizran and Dahra 
Here the vegetables and f r u i t s are cheaper, and so they draw 
a high p r o p o r t i o n of Libyan customers from a l l p a r t s of the 
c i t y 
18 Supermarkets were introduced r e c e n t l y t o T r i p o l i , from 1953 

onv/ards Three of these are l o c a t e d i n d i f f e r e n t s i t e s of the 
modern sector ( H a i t i , An Nasr and Ahmed e l S h a r i f S t r e e t s ) and 
another four are s i t u a t e d outside of the C e n t r a l Business 
D i s t r i c t w i t h i n the upper class r e s i d e n t i a l areas of T r i p o l i , 
such as Giorgimpopoli and Gargaresh The e x i s t i n g supermarkets 
of the modern sector of the c i t y are h i g h l y organized and a 
considerable amount ot c a p i t a l i s invested The f l o o r area of 
each supermarket varies considerably, but the average i s between 
250-*500 sq metres They have large show windows f o r d i s p l a y i n g 
goods The supermarkets s e l l various European f o o d s t u f f s , 
whether they are canned or uncanned, vegetables, f r u i t s , 
f r o z e n chickens, as w e l l as other household requirements such 

as t o i l e t soap, laundry soap, etc They a re s i m i l a r t o American 
and B r i t i s h supermarkets and are owned by Libyans but mostly 
managed by f o r e i g n s t a f f These supermarkets provide e x c e l l e n t 
shopping services f o r the higher income groups, p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r 
f o r e i g n communities and wealthy Libyans The existence of 
these supermarkets i s associated p r i n c i p a l l y w i t h the upper 
class r e s i d e n t i a l areas of the modern sector 

19 Wine shops are more f l e x i b l e i n t h e i r d i s t r i b u t i o n because 
they do not seek the best s i t e s w i t h i n the main commercial 
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s t r e e t s , due t o high rents Eight wine shops are found i n 
Omar e l Mukhtar S t r e e t representing the highest concentration 
Other s t r e e t s such as Mizran, 2i+ December and H a i t i have two 
each The r e s t of the wine shops are w i d e l y d i s t r i b u t e d 
throughout the whole modern sector, w i t h more concentration 
w i t h i n the I t a l i a n r e s i d e n t i a l areas Most of the wine and 
a l c o h o l i c d r i n k s displayed are imported from European c o u n t r i e s 
( I t a l y , J ranee, Germany and the U K ) Libyan wine products 
represent the r e s t Two-thirds of the wine shop-keepers are 
I t a l i a n s and the remainder are Jews No Libyans are allowed 
t o s e l l a l c o h o l i c beverages 

20 Most of the c o n f e c t i o n e r y shops are associated w i t h the 
shopping area of the modern sector Their_ s i t e s _ are g e n e r a l l y _ 
located w i t h i n the major thoroughfares of the c i t y where the 
p e d e s t r i a n t r a f f i c takes place Other shops are s c a t t e r e d 
throughout the Central Business D i s t r i c t Three-quarters of 
the confectionery shops are owned by Libyans whereas the 
I t a l i a n and Jewish shop-owners c o n s t i t u t e 17 5 and 7 5 per 
cent r e s p e c t i v e l y The Libyan c o n f e c t i o n e r y shops are g e n e r a l l y 
t r a d i t i o n a l and Syrian, producing d i f f e r e n t kinds of o r i e n t a l 
cakes and p a s t r i e s They draw a high p r o p o r t i o n of Libyan 
pedestrians as w e l l as other r e g u l a r customers The I t a l i a n 
a.nd Jewish confectionery shops produce only European cakes and 
p a s t r i e s , drawing t h e i r customers from f o r e i g n communities and 
Libyans of h i g h income This i s p r i m a r i l y due to high p r i c e s 
of European cakes compared w i t h Libyan ones Apart from the 
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cakes and p a s t r i e s , the I t a l i a n and Jewish confectionery shops 
produce and s e l l a l l kinds of ic e creams and f r u i t j u i c e s and 
s o f t d r i n k s Most of these premises are equipped w i t h seats 
and tables t o f u n c t i o n as coffee bars 

21 Cafes, p u b l i c houses, r e s t a u r a n t s , h o t e l s and places of 
entertainment such as cinemas and nig h t clubs are g e n e r a l l y 
found w i t h i n the modern shopping area of the c i t y ( F i g k 7) 

This i s r e l a t e d t o the f a c t t h a t most commercial and business 
a c t i v i t i e s take place w i t h i n t h i s area Therefore these 
commercial premises a t t r a c t more pedestrians, p a r t i c u l a r l y 
during the morning and evening hours Table k 5 shows t h a t the 
above commercial a c t i v i t i e s are nearly e q u a l l y run by I t a l i a n s 
and Libyans, i n d i c a t i n g the economic r a l e of I t a l i a n s w i t h i n 
the modern s e c t o r . 

Table k 5 Ownership of cafes, cafes and bars, etc , 1967 

Kind of business Libyan 
Arabs I t a l i a n s Jews T o t a l 

Cafes Ak - - 1 ^ 

Cafes and bars - 32 - 32 

Restaurants 10 12 - 22 

Hotels 22 2 - 2k 

Cinemas k 10 - Ak 

Night clubs k - - k 

T o t a l 5k 56 - 110 

Source F i e l d Work Survey (1966-1967) 
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The f i r s t - c l a s s I t a l i a n cafes and "bars are w i d e l y d i s t r i ­
buted w i t h i n the modern sector w i t h a s p e c i a l c o n c e n t r a t i o n i n 
three mam commercial s t r e e t s ( i s t i q l a l k, Omar e l Mukhtar i+, 
H a i t i and 2I+ December each have th r e e , A l g e r i a Square 2) These 
cafes and bars occupy e x c e l l e n t s i t e s and are w e l l organized 
by the I t a l i a n management They a t t r a c t mainly f o r e i g n e r s 
and Libyans of h i g h income groups Apart from the l i g h t 
refreshments and s o f t d r i n k s , they s e l l various kinds of 
a l c o h o l i c d r i n k s such as s p i r i t s , wines and b o t t l e d beer A l l 
these cafes and bars are owned by I t a l i a n s , but the w a i t e r s 
are g e n e r a l l y Libyans 

Second-class Arab cafes are s i t e d w i t h i n the t r a n s i t i o n a l 
zone, Maamun and El Rashid Streets and other commercial s t r e e t s 
They have less c a p i t a l invested i n the cafes, and s e l l a l l 
kinds of s o f t d r i n k s , tea, c o f f e e and snacks Most of these 
cafes a t t r a c t more r u r a l shoppers and working class people 
22 Restaurants are mostly l o c a t e d w i t h i n the C e n t r a l Business 
D i s t r i c t where a l l commercial a c t i v i t i e s take place F i r s t -
class restaurants are more confined t o the modern shopping 
area Here the restaurants serve I t a l i a n dishes as w e l l as 
English ones Most of these restaurants draw t h e i r customers 
from h i g h income groups Other f i r s t - c l a s s restaurants are 
s i t e d w i t h i n the upper class r e s i d e n t i a l areas of G-argaresh 
and Giorgimpopoli where the American, B r i t i s h , French and 
other f o r e i g n e r s l i v e Here the r e s t a u r a n t s provide a l l 
d i f f e r e n t kinds of European meals, p a r t i c u l a i l y French and 



American Second-class restaurants are s i t u a t e d w i t h i n the 
t r a n s i t i o n a l zone and shopping area of the Old Town The 
regular customers of these restaurants are mostly Arab 
shop-owners, workers and r u r a l people who come to T r i p o l i f o r 
shopping Therefore the restaurants have more customers 
during the lunch hours (1 -l± p m ), but less customers during 
the evening hours (7-10 p m ) 
23 Hotels are also an important f a c t o r i n the economy of the 
c i t y Apart from the f a c t t h a t the h o t e l s o f f e r accommodation 
and meals f o r t o u r i s t s and f o r e i g n v i s i t o r s , they also cater 
f o r s o c i a l f u n c t i o n s such as engagements, marriage ceremonies 
etc f o r Libyans I n a d d i t i o n , o f f i c i a l entertainment f o r 
f o r e i g n d i g n i t a r i e s , statesmen, f e s t i v i t i e s and n a t i o n a l 
occasions, take place i n the f i r s t class h o t e l s , 1 e Libya 
Palace, Mediterranean and Waddan Thus the c i t y h o t e l s have 
two f u n c t i o n s economic and s o c i a l Both of them a f f e c t the 
shopping area, p a r t i c u l a r l y the wholesale stores of f o o d s t u f f s , 
wines, s o f t d r i n k s , etc Other shops are also a f f e c t e d , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y those t h a t deal w i t h o r i e n t a l g i f t s and fancy 
goods 
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Table 14- 6 D i s t r i b u t i o n of Hotels, 1967 

Hotel Grade Location No of 
rooms 

No of 
beds 

Libya Palace De luxe Shara S i d i Isa 23k 500 
Mediterranean De luxe Shara Omar e l Mukhtar 320 500 
Waddan De luxe Shara S i d i Isa 92 184 
Grand Hotel 1st G Shara Adrian P e l t 73 114 
National 1st G Maidan San Francesco 68 1 00 
C a p i t o l 1 s t G Maidan 9 August 60 101* 
A t l a n t i c 1st G Shara S i d i Darghouti U2 60 
Lux 1st G Shara Omar Ibmel As 32 60 
Mehari T o u r i s t Shara e l Shatt 226 226 
Cont i n e n t a l T o u r i s t Shara S i d i B ahlul 5k 8k 
Rex 2nd G Shara Omar e l Mukhtar kl 80 
E l Cornice 2nd G Shara e l Malik Saud 3k 50 
Ex c e l s i o r 2nd G Shara Gharnata 27 kl 
O r i e n t a l 2nd G Shara e l Gazali kS 92 
A s t o r i a 2nd G Shara Ib n Sina 28 52 
Ferdous 2nd G Shara e l Rashid 55 80 
Libya 2nd G Shara e l Bahren 25 45 
J e b i l e l Akhdar 2nd G Shara e l Mamun 43 1 20 
E l Inaya 2nd G Mai da 9 August 2k 83 
A r r i y a d 3rd G Shara e l Kumeth 8 25 
Barqa 3rd G Shara e l Kumeth 9 28 
Markasi 3rd G Shara Zuara 18 29 

T o t a l 1 ,565 2 ,66^ 

Source M i n i s t r y of Economy and Trade, Department of Tourism 
T r i p o l i , 1967 

Most of the f i r s t - c l a s s h o t e l s , i n c l u d i n g the de luxe are 
s i t u a t e d i n the nor t h e r n p a r t of the Cen t r a l Business D i s t r i c t , 
near the sea coast and w i t h i n the modern shopping area I n 



other words, t h e i r d i s t r i b u t i o n i s associated w i t h the 
r e c r e a t i o n a l area of the "beach, and the commercial a c t i v i t i e s 
of the modern sector Just over o n e - t h i r d of the t o t a l are 
f i r s t class h o t e l s Two of these are owned by the Munici­
p a l i t y of T r i p o l i , but they are rented by Libyan businessmen 
I n general the h o t e l s were b u i l t and designed w i t h o r i e n t a l 
a r c h i t e c t u r e by the e x - I t a l i a n a d m i n i s t r a t i o n Other f i r s t -
class h o t e l s are e n t i r e l y owned by Libyans, but almost a l l 
are run by I t a l i a n s or Greeks 

There are only two t o u r i s t h o t e l s , the "Mehari" i s 
s i t u a t e d i n Shara Adrian P e l t near the sea coast, and i s 
owned by tne M u n i c i p a l i t y of T r i p o l i and rented by a Libyan 
businessman, while the second i s s i t e d m S i d i B a h l u l S t r e e t 
w i t h i n the modern se c t o r . 

The nine second-class h o t e l s are g e n e r a l l y l o c a t e d 
w i t h i n the t r a n s i t i o n a l zone and modern shopping area I n 
other words, t h e i r l o c a t i o n s are associated p r i m a r i l y w i t h 
the commercial a c t i v i t i e s of the modern sector and the 
t r a n s i t i o n a l area Three of these h o t e l s are ov/ned and run 
by I t a l i a n s , the r e s t are owned by Libyans, but the admini­
s t r a t i o n i s g e n e r a l l y run by I t a l i a n s or Greeks 

There are only three t h i r d - c l a s s h o t e l s , r e p r e s e n t i n g 
13 6 per cent of the t o t a l Two o f these are s i t e d w i t h i n 
the t r a n s i t i o n a l zone i n Kumeth S t r e e t , the t h i r d i s l o c a t e d 
i n Mizram S t r e e t A l l these hotels are owned and run by 
Libyans Their customers are g e n e r a l l y r u r a l people and 
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non-Europeans 
Although the number of h o t e l s has increased i n T r i p o l i 

from seven m 1956 t o twenty-two m 1968 ( c o n t a i n i n g 1,565 

rooms w i t h 2,663 beds), there s t i l l e x i s t s a shortage of 
accommodation e s p e c i a l l y m f i r s t class h o t e l s This i s 
p r i m a r i l y due, p a r t l y t o the permanent booking by the o i l 
companies, senior Government o f f i c i a l s , f o r e i g n v i s i t o r s , 
and Libyan businessmen, and p a r t l y to the inadequate number 
of h o t e l s t o cope w i t h the flow of t o u r i s t s and other v i s i t o r s 
This s i t u a t i o n becomes acute d u r i n g the p e r i o d of T r i p o l i 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Pair between 28th Pebruary-20th March of every 
year During t h i s p e r i o d there i s a great deal of demand on 
accommodation, not only from f o r e i g n t o u r i s t s but also from 
Libyan v i s i t o r s from outside T r i p o l i and T r i p o l i t a n i a 
2k There are 1l+ cinemas i n T r i p o l i of which 12 are l o c a t e d 
w i t h i n the modern shopping area, w i t h a s p e c i a l c o n c e n t r a t i o n 
m two s t r e e t s Amr I b n E l Ass and 2k December This s i t e 
s e l e c t i o n of the cinemas i s p r i m a r i l y associated w i t h the 
shopping centre and other business o f f i c e s Here the s i t e 
i s of a commercial importance becauoe the cinemas can a t t r a c t 
more customers and draw the a t t e n t i o n of pedestrians Another 
two cinemas are s i t e d w i t h i n the r e s i d e n t i a l areas ot the 
Shara e l Garbi and Dahra quarters 

Films shown are mostly I t a l i a n and American Egyptian 
f i l m s are only shown i n three Arab cinemas E l Hambra, Royal 
and E l Rashid i h i s i s mainly due to the f a c t t h a t the 
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m a j o r i t y o f the cinema houses are owned and run "by I t a l i a n s , 
another two are owned by Jews, and only three cinemas are 
owned by Libyans 

There are only f o u r n i g h t clubs They are located outside 
of the CBD This i s r e l a t e d to the f a c t t h a t the l o c a t i o n of 
the n i g h t clubs w i t h i n the commercial and r e s i d e n t i a l areas 
i s not d e s i r a b l e f o r s o c i a l reasons Therefore the managers 
favour the s i t e s of t h e i r n i g h t clubs away from the CBD and 
the r e s i d e n t i a l areas Almost a l l the n i g h t clubs are owned 
by Libyans, w i t h I t a l i a n management The m a j o r i t y of custo­
mers are f o r e i g n e r s and Libyans w i t h h igh incomes 
2 Wholesale Trade 

JThe j n a j o r i t y of the wholesale stores are located m f i v e 
s t r e e t s , namely E l Rashid, Maamun, Shakshuki, Nabiga and 
Kuwait The r e s t of the wholesale stores are s i t e d throughout 
the whole C e n t r a l Business D i s t r i c t The l o c a t i o n of the 
former wholesale stores i s more important because they are 
associated w i t h the t r a n s i t i o n a l shopping area between the 
Old Town and the modern sector, near the T i l p o l i p o r t , t o 
which easy access i s of considerable importance The p r o x i m i t y 
of these stores t o the r e t a i l i n g shops i s also of a commercial 
value to the r e t a i l e r s who can get t h e i r requirements of goods 
from these stores F i n a l l y , p a rking f a c i l i t i e s are a v a i l a b l e 
near the wholesale s t o r e s , enabling the loading and unloading 
of goods 

The m a j o r i t y of the 132 wholesale merchants are Libyans 
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who represent 81 8 per cent, the remainder are Jews who 
c o n s t i t u t e 18 2 per cent The wnolesale stores i n general 
deal w i t h f o o d s t u f f s such as sugar, f l o u r , r i c e , tea, 
canned food, and other household requirements The wholesale 
merchants import such f o o d s t u f f s from abroad ( e g from 
I t a l y , Geimany, Holland, France, U K etc (Appendix I , 
Table 1 ) , the value amounting t o £L 19,651 m i l l i o n or 
13 58 per cent of a l l imports i n 1966 The t o t a l imports 
t o Libya were £L 1 662 m i l l i o n s i n 1966 (Appendix I 
Table 2) I t i s estimated t h a t about t w o - t h i r d s of the 
imported goods, whether f o o d s t u f f m a t e r i a l s or other commo­
d i t i e s , were s o l d i n T r i p o l i t a n i a The wholesale merchants 
are almost e n t i r e l y concentrated i n T r i p o l i , and deal w i t h 
t h e i r c l i e n t s i n the c i t y and other towns i n T r i p o l i t a n i a 
Moreover, the impact of the wholesale trade a f f e c t s also 
Fezzan r e t a i l e r s who come t o T r i p o l i t o deal w i t h the whole­
sale stores Therefore the sphere of i n f l u e n c e of the 
wholesale trade covers g e n e r a l l y the whole of T r i p o l i t a n i a 
and Fezzan 

The Municipal Public Market i s another wholesale 
marketing centre operating since 1965 This market i s 
s i t u a t e d i n Gurgi area t o the east of the Wadi Mejenin and 
i t occupies an area of 20 hectares The wholesale f u n c t i o n 
of the market i s t r a d i n g w i t h vegetables, f r u i t s , cereals 
and l i v e s t o c k , etc 
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Table k 7 The Wholesale Market of the Suk e l Tulatah. 
T r i p o l i . 1968 

Category No of wholesale stores 
Green vegetables 
Cereals 
Other f o o d s t u f f s 
Mats 
Charcoal 

1 22 
k6 
ko 
28 

k 

T o t a l 2k0 

Source F i e l d Work Study (1967) 

A g r i c u l t u r a l products come to the market from the whole area 
of T r i p o l i t a n i a where the farmers s e l l t h e i r products i n b u l k 
to the market merchants Then the market draws i t s r e t a i l i n g 
customers from the whole c i t y The commercial a c t i v i t i e s of 
the market take place d a i l y , but are more intense on Sundays 
and Tuesdays Live animals such as sheep, goats, camels and 
cows are also displayed f o r sale on every Sunday and Tuesday 
Here the butchers and other customers can purchase l i v e 
animals e i t h e r f o r s l a u g h t e r i n g or stocking ( P l a t e k J) 

I t can be seen t h a t the shopping centre of T r i p o l i i s 
growing i n terms of f l o o r area, number and kinds of shops 
This i s p r i m a r i l y r e l a t e d t o the f l o w of f o r e i g n c a p i t a l t o 
T r i p o l i , investment of Libyans t o t h e i r c a p i t a l m t r a d e , 
demand f o r goods p a r t i c u l a r l y l u x u r y goods by Libyans and 
f o r e i g n communities l i v i n g i n the c i t y Although the modern 
shopping centre i s l a r g e r and has been expanding throughout 
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1 
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1 

T4* 

mm 

ate 4.7 Suk e l T u l a t a h (Municipal Tuesday Market). 
Note the v a r i o u s wholesale a c t i v i t i e s . 
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the c e n t r a l "business d i s t r i c t , the t r a d i t i o n a l centre i s 
also expanding w i t h i n the Old Town a t the expense of the 
r e s i d e n t i a l areas 
k 3 THE INDUSTRIAL FUNCTION 

I n d u s t r i a l development i n T r i p o l i "began as e a r l y as 1922 
and grew considerably from 1956 onwards Several f a c t o r s 
s t i m u l a t e d i n d u s t r y m T r i p o l i The most important of these 
i s the existence of a g r i c u l t u r a l raw materials The Jefara 
p l a i n and the T r i p o l i t a n i a n Jebel provide a s u b s t a n t i a l supply 
of a g r i c u l t u r a l products such as wheat, b a r l e y , o l i v e s , grapes, 
tobacco, dates and tomatoes, and the Grhibla r e g i o n i n the 
southern p a r t of T r i p o l i t a n i a supplies the t r a d i t i o n a l work­
shops of the Old Town w i t h the necessary wool The use of _ 
l o c a l hides and skins i s also important i n s t i m u l a t i n g i n d u s t r y 

The mineral resources such as sandstone, limestone and 
cl a y provide the fundamental basis f o r the manufacturing of 
limestone blocks, b r i c k s and t i l e s The use of gypsum i n 
the housing i n d u s t r y i s also important 

Other raw mat e r i a l s r e q u i r e d f o r T r i p o l i i n d u s t r i e s are 
imported These include c o t t o n , s i l k and other yarns, 
l e a t h e r , paper, metals and a great v a r i e t y of miscellaneous 
m a t e r i a l s r e quired f o r l i g h t manufacturing i n d u s t r i e s 

There i s no lac k of water since the underground water 
resources of the M e t r o p o l i t a n area are ample t o provide the 
necessary requirements of a l l T r i p o l i i n d u s t r i e s Some of 
the large p l a n t s i n s t a l l e d t h e i r own water supply by s i n k i n g 
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w e l l s However, t h e s a l i n i t y and th e h i g h c a l c i u m c o n t e n t 

o f T r i p o l i w a t e r p r e s e n t s a problem f o r some i n d u s t r i e s For 

example, the brewery and f o o d p r o c e s s i n g i n d u s t r i e s have t o 

"b o i l and p u r i f y w a t e r 

E l e c t r i c a l power meets a d e q u a t e l y t h e needs o f the c i t y ' s 

i n d u s t r y The T r i p o l i E l e c t r i c i t y C o r p o r a t i o n charges 15 

m i l l i m e s ( 4/6d ) per k i l o w a t t / h o u r T h i s low r a t e i s aimed 

t o reduce t h e c o s t o f i n d u s t r i a l p r o d u c t i o n 

The i n s t a l l e d c a p a c i t y o f e l e c t r i c i t y g e n e r a t o r p l a n t o f 

T r i p o l i E l e c t r i c i t y C o r p o r a t i o n has i n c r e a s e d f r o m 10,600 

k i l o w a t t s i n "[95k t o 5^2,960 k i l o w a t t s m 1966, w h i l e p r o d u c ­

t i o n has i n c r e a s e d from 14.0,1+05,226 k i l o w a t t hours i n 195k t o 

181.371 .078 k i l o w a t t hours m 1966 ( A p p e n d i x _ I T a b l e 3) 

The s a l e s o f e l e c t r i c i t y f o r i n d u s t r i a l and l i g h t i n g 

purposes have i n c r e a s e d c o n s i d e r a b l y f r o m £L U15,1+82 i n 195h 

t o £L 1,532,126 m 1966 (Appendix I Table 3 ) 

L i b y a n i n d u s t r i a l c a p i t a l has grown owing t o o i l d i s c o v ­

e r i e s and p r o d u c t i o n A c o n s i d e r a b l e number o f L i b y a n b u s i n e s s 

men began t o i n v e s t i n i n d u s t r y i n s t e a d o f i n r e a l e s t a t e 

p r o p e r t y The i n v e s t o r s f o u n d m d u s t r j more p r o f i t a b l e t h a n 

t h e e s t a t e p r o p e r t y F o r e i g n c a p i t a l has a l s o c o n t r i b u t e d 

enormously t o the i n d u s t r i a l development o f t h e c i t y There 

a r e , f o r i n s t a n c e , s e v e r a l I t a l i a n , Greek and Norwegian 

p l a n t s o p e r a t i n g i n T r i p o l i American, B r i t i s h and Dutch 

f i r m s have s o l e l y i n v e s t e d t h e i r c a p i t a l i n t h e o i l i n d u s t r y 

The L i b y a n i n d u s t r i a l i n v e s t m e n t i n a s i n g l e p l a n t v a r i e s 
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c o n s i d e r a b l y The minimum c a p i t a l i n v e s t m e n t i s n o t l e s s t h a n 

£L 5,000 f o r a s m a l l p l a n t , whereas t n e h i g h e s t c a p i t a l i n v e s t ­

ment r e c o r d e d exceeded £L l|.00,000 f o r t h e l a r g e s t f i r m 

T a ble k 8 D i s t r i b u t i o n o f c a p i t a l i n v e s t e d i n T r i p o l i 
P l a n t s 

(December 1967) 

F i x e d c a p i t a l i n v e s t e d m £L 

5,000 

51 ,000 

1 01 ,000 

1 51 ,000 

201 ,000 

251 ,000 

301 ,000 

351 ,000 

Over 

50,000 

100,000 

150,000 

200,000 

250,000 

300,000 

350, 000 

i|00,000 

h00,000 

T o t a l 

No o f 
P l a n t s 

15 
6 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

30 

Percentage 

50 

20 0 

10 0 

6 8 

3 3 

3 3 

3 3 

3 3 

1 00 0 

Source F i e l d Work Survey based on 30 samples on 
d i f f e r e n t i n d u s t r i a l p l a i t s . T r i p o l i , 1968 

The above t a b l e shows t h a t the m a j o r i t y o f T r i p o l i ' s i n d u s t r i a l 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t s are s m a l l , r e p r e s e n t i n g 70 p e r cent o f t h e t o t a l 

These p l a n t s have a c a p i t a l r a n g i n g f r o m £L 5,000 t o £L 100,000 

Medium s i z e d i n d u s t r i a l e s t a b l i s h m e n t s w h i c h have c a p i t a l r a n g ­

i n g from £L 101 ,000 t o £L 200,000 r e p r e s e n t 16 8 per c e n t , where 

as t h e l a r g e p l a n t s whose c a p i t a l exceeds £L 200,000 c o n s t i t u t e 
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1 3 2 per c e n t 

The number o f L i b y a n owners and managers i s 82, r e p r e s e n t ­

i n g 70 0 p e r c e n t , I t a l i a n s (20) and Jews ( 3 ) c o n s t i t u t e 17 3 

and 2 5 p e r c e n t r e s p e c t i v e l y Another 12 i n d u s t r i a l p l a n t s 

are owned "by d i f f e r e n t n a t i o n a l i t i e s , f o r m i n g 10 2 per cent 

A sample s u r v e y conducted by the w r i t e r o f 78 i n d u s t r i a l 

f i r m s i n T r i p o l i r e v e a l s t h a t h a l f o f the t o t a l a re p r i v a t e l y 

owned, o n e - q u a r t e r are J o i n t S t ock companies, and o n e - q u a r t e r 

are f i n a n c e d by f o r e i g n i n v e s t m e n t 

Manpower r e q u i r e m e n t s are a l s o an i m p o r t a n t f a c t o r i n 

s t i m u l a t i n g i n d u s t r i a l development m T r i p o l i The number o f 

workers has i n c r e a s e d f r o m 1 ,527 i n 1 95U t o 9*02+9 m 1967 

T h i s f i g u r e i n c l u d e s a l s o the t r a d i t i o n a l i n d u s t r i e s T h i s 

r a p i d g r o w t h i n t h e number o f workers i s p r i m a r i l y due t o the 

d r i f t o f r u r a l people t o the c i t y and t h e r e t u r n o f L i b y a n s 

f r o m T u n i s i a , a t t r a c t e d by t h e w e a l t h a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f the o i l i n d u s t r y The m a j o r i t y o f L i b y a n 

workers a r e s e m i - s k i l l e d , r e p r e s e n t i n g 80.3 p e r c e n t , whereas 

the s k i l l e d w o rkers c o n s t i t u t e 19 7 p e r cent 

Some o f T r i p o l i ' s p r o d u c t s can compete s u c c e s s f u l l y w i t h 

t h e i m p o r t e d ones As a r e s u l t , t h e m a r k e t i n g o f such p r o d u c t s 

does n o t c r e a t e any s e r i o u s problem f o r t h e f i r m s o p e r a t i n g i n 

t h e c i t y T h i s i s p a r t i c u l a r l y so i n t h e case o f b u i l d i n g 

m a t e r i a l s and some f o o d and p r o c e s s i n g i n d u s t r i e s Indeed, 

some o f T r i p o l i ' s i n d u s t r i e s o p e r a t e over t h e i r optimum 

p r o d u c t i o n c a p a c i t y because o f t h e heavy demand on t h e i r 
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p r o d u c t s However, new p l a n t s such as c h e m i c a l and sweet 

i n d u s t r i e s , s u f f e r a d v e r s e l y f r o m i m p o r t e d European p r o d u c t s 

A l l p r o d u c t s are t r a n s p o r t e d "by l o r r i e s or t r u c k s The 

d i s t a n c e o f the i n d u s t r i a l s i t e s from t h e c i t y c e n t r e does n o t 

exceed 7 k i l o m e t r e s , "but the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n o f goods t o o t h e r 

towns m T r a p o l l t a n i a i s o f c o n s i d e r a b l e s i g n i f i c a n c e t o t h e 

f i r m s T h i s i s due t o t h e f a c t t h a t t h e f i r m i s r e s p o n s i b l e 

f o r t r a n s p o r t i n g goods such as f o o d s t u f f s , s o f t d r i n k s and 

"beers e t c t o t h e main w h o l e s a l e d e a l e r s i n T r i p o l i t a n i a and 

o t h e r L i b y a n towns i n C y r e n a i c a and Pezzan The c o s t o f 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i s g e n e r a l l y h i g h owing t o t h e l o n g d i s t a n c e s 

"between t h e f i r m ' s s i t e and o t h e r market c e n t r e s 

The o f f i c i a l p o l i c y o f t h e L i b y a n government has been t o 

encourage i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n i n o r d e r t o reduce i m p o r t s from 

abroad and c r e a t e employment f o r t h e g r o w i n g number o f p e o p l e 

s e e k i n g jobs i n t h e c i t y T h i s p o l i c y i s implemented i n 

v a r i o u s ways F i r s t l y , t h e Government does not charge any 

i m p o r t t a x f o r a p e r i o d o f 5 years on i m p o r t e d raw m a t e r i a l s 

r e q u i r e d f o r m a n u f a c t u r i n g or equipment f o r new f a c t o r i e s 

Secondly, t h e I n d u s t r i a l and Real E s t a t e Bank o f f e r s s h o r t and 

l o n g term c r e d i t s t o L i b y a n i n d u s t r i a l i s t s T h i r d l y , t h e 

M i n i s t r y o f I n d u s t r y g i v e s a g r e a t d e a l o f t e c h n i c a l and 

s c i e n t i f i c a s s i s t a n c e t o t h e i n d u s t r i a l e s t a b l i s h m e n t s i n o r d e r 

t o enable them t o produce b e t t e r q u a l i t y gooas F o u r t h l y , t h e 

M i n i s t r y g i v e s i n d u s t r i a l p r o t e c t i o n a g a i n s t f o r e i g n p r o d u c t s 

L i b y a n p r o d u c t i o n i s o f a h i g h q u a l i t y and can compete w i t h 
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i m p o r t e d p r o d u c t s 

A l l these f a c t o r s have s t i m u l a t e d i n d u s t r i e s and gave 

r i s e t o t h e emergence o f v a r i o u s k i n d s o f i n d u s t r i e s w i t h i n 

t h e c i t y as w e l l as v / i t h m o t h e r L i b y a n towns 

The t o t a l number o f i n d u s t r i a l e s t a b l i s h m e n t s i n L i b y a 

w i t h c a p i t a l o f over £L 5,000 i s 197, 117 o f w h i c h (60 6 per 

c e n t ) are i n T r i p o l i , 38 (19 7 p e r c e n t ) m o t h e r T n p o l i t a n -

l a n towns and 38 i n Gyrenaica T h e r e f o r e t h e whole o f the 

T r i p o l i t a n i a n r e g i o n has 80 3 per c e n t o f t h e o v e r a l l number 

o f i n d u s t r i a l f i r m s i n L i b y a The e v o l u t i o n o f these i n d u s ­

t r i e s began i n 1 922 ( T a b l e 1+ 9) By t h e end o f the I t a l i a n 

r u l e t h e r e were n i n e f a c t o r i e s D u r i n g t he B r i t i s h A d m i n i ­

s t r a t i o n (1 91+3—1 951 ) , two more f a c t o r i e s were e s t a b l i s h e d _ 

Since Independence (1951 onwards), 106 f a c t o r i e s have been 

e s t a b l i s h e d (see Table 9) I t i s c l e a r f r o m t h e t a b l e t h a t 

t h e r a p i d i n c r e a s e i n the number o f i n d u s t r i a l f i r m s t o o k 

p l a c e m 1960s due t o th e a v a i l a b i l i t y o f c a p i t a l and impact 

o f o i l p r o d u c t i o n As a r e s u l t , t he t o t a l b u i l t - u p area has 

i n c r e a s e d f r o m 88 .0 sq metres i n 1922 t o 183 h e c t a r e s 

(1 ,830 ,000 sq met r e s ) by December, 1967 ( F i g k 8) 
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Table k 9 I n d u s t r i a l f i r m s e s t a b l i s h e d i n T r i p o l i 
between 1922-196? 

Year No o f i n d u s t r i a l f i r m s 

1920-29 3 

1930-39 k 

1 91+0-44.9 k 

1 950-59 21 

1960-67 85 

T o t a l 117 

Source F i e l d Work Survey ( O c t o b e r , 1967) 

I n d u s t r i a l e s t a b l i s h m e n t s 

The i n d u s t r i a l f i r m s o f T r i p o l i comprise v a r i o u s k i n d s 

o f m a n u f a c t u r i n g a c t i v i t i e s such as p r o c e s s i n g , f o o d and 

a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t s , t e x t i l e s , c h e m i c a l s , b r i c k s , e t c 

( F i g k 9) 
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Table 4 10 I n d u s t r i a l E s t a b l i s h m e n t s . T r i p o l i , 1967 

1 
C a t e g o r y 

M i l l i n g f a c t o r i e s 
No 
2 

2 Bakery " 2 

3 Macaroni " 1 2 

k Tomato " k 

5 S a r d i n e l l a and Tuna 1 

6 B i s c u i t s and c o n f e c t i o n e r y 7 

7 O l i v e p r e s s i n g 9 

8 Co f f e e 2 

9 S o f t d r i n k s 3 

10 A l c o h o l i c beverages and wine 5 

11 T e x t i l e and w e a r i n g a p p a r e l 15 

12 B r i c k and o t h e r b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s 16 

13 P a i n t 2 

14 Paper 1 

15 Tannery 1 

16 Tobacco 1 

17 M e t a l 10 

18 Wood k 

19 B a t t e r y 2 

20 Gas 2 

21 P l a s t i c k 

22 Soap 2 

23 Others 1 0 

117 

Source F i e l d Work Survey ( O c t o b e r , 1967) 
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T a b l e 1+10 i l l u s t r a t e s t h a t f o o d and p r o c e s s i n g i n d u s t r i e s 

r e p r e s e n t about kO 2 per cent o f the t o t a l T e x t i l e s and b r i c k 

i n d u s t r i e s have n e a r l y equal percentages (12 8 and 13 6 per 

cent r e s p e c t i v e l y ) , v h i l e m e t a l and m i s c e l l a n e o u s i n d u s t r i e s 

have e q u a l percentages 

1 Food p r o c e s s i n g and canning, i n d u s t r i e s 

These c o n s t i t u t e 37 p e r c e n t o f T r i p o l i ' s i n d u s t r i e s 

Macaroni, s p a g h e t t i and r e l a t e d p r o d u c t s are t h e most i m p o r t a n t 

f o o d p r o c e s s i n g i n d u s t r y They number 12 f a c t o r i e s , 9 o f w h i c h 

a i e s i t u a t e d w i t h i n t h e GBD The r e s t l i e w i t h i n t he i n d u s t r i a ' 

zone ( P l a t e k 8) Ten o f these f a c t o r i e s are owned by L i b y a n s , 

t h e r e s t are I t a l i a n owned 

The p r o d u c t i o n o f macaroni and s p a g h e t t i p a s t e has 

i n c r e a s e d f r o m 1 ,999 tons m 195 -̂ ( s a l e s amounted t o £L 132,759 

t o 214-,611 t o n s i n 1966 ( s a l e s amounted t o £L 1 ,382,665 Appendix 

1 Table h) T h i s r a p i d i n c r e a s e m p r o d u c t i o n and s a l e s i s due 

p r i m a r i l y t o t h e heavy demand f o r macaroni and s p a g h e t t i p a s t e s 

i n l o c a l markets i n T r i p o l i t a n i a , Fezzan and G y r e n a i c a , t h e s e 

p r o d u c t s are n o t e x p o r t e d Phis i s p a r t l y due t o l i m i t e d 

p r o d u c t i o n and p a r t l y t o the absence o f demand on the p a r t o f 

o t h e r n e i g h b o u r i n g c o u n t r i e s w h i c h l a c k t h i s k i n d o f i n d u s t r y 

The number o f persons engaged i n t h e macaroni i n d u s t r y 

has r i s e n f r o m 77 workers i n 195̂ 4- t o 206 m 1966 

2 M i l l i n g o f c e r e a l s 

There a r e two m i l l i n g f a c t o r i e s m T r i p o l i The f i r s t i s 

s i t u a t e d i n S i d i Mesri area t o th e s o u t h o f T r i p o l i and was 
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e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1 9kO by an I t a l i a n f i r m The second i s 

l o c a t e d i n t h e G-urgi area t o the west o f T r i p o l i The two 

f a c t o r i e s occupy an area o f 59 7 h e c t a r e s 

Both f a c t o r i e s depend m t h e i r p r o d u c t i o n on L i b y a n and 

f o r e i g n c e r e a l s They produce d i f f e r e n t k i n d s o f m i l l i n g 

p r o d u c t s such as f l o u r , s e m o l ina, kuskusi ( n a r d s e m o l i n a ) and 

brans The f l o u r produced i s o f h i g h q u a l i t y , b u t i t does 

not compete s u c c e s s f u l l y w i t h f o r e i g n f l o u r , p a r t i c u l a r l y 

German and Russian The L i b y a n market cannot r e l y on the l o c a l 

p r o d u c t i o n o f the two f a c t o r i e s as i t f l u c t u a t e s f r o m one year 

t o a n o t h e r depending e n t i r e l y on the a g r i c u l t u r a l h a r v e s t o f 

c e r e a l s w i t h i n T r i p o l i t a n i a (Appendix I Table 5) P r o d u c t i o n 

from t h e s e two f a c t o r i e s cannot _ s a t i s f y t h e L i b y a n market 

w h i c h consumes l a r g e q u a n t i t i e s o f f l o u r , semolina and k u s k u s i 

The number o f employees w i t h i n t he two f a c t o r i e s i s 86, and 

t h e i r employment i s seasonal 

3 Bakery f a c t o r i e s 

There are o n l y two l a r g e b a k e r i e s i n T r i p o l i , l o c a t e d 

w i t h i n t he CBD They produce v a r i o u s k i n d s o f good q u a l i t y 

breads w h i c h a r e s u p e r i o r t o t h o s e produced by s m a l l e r b a k e r i e s 

T h i s i s r e l a t e d t o t h e use o f modern methods on t h e p a r t o f 

these l a r g e b a k e r i e s w h i c h produce l a r g e q u a n t i t i e s o f b r e a d 

t o s a t i s f y market demands as w e l l as t h e Government h o s p i t a l s , 

L i b y a n army and o t h e r i n s t i t u t i o n s 

I n a d d i t i o n , t h e r e a r e numerous s m a l l b a k e r i e s o p e r a t i n g 

w i t h i n t h e c i t y They c a t e r f o r t h e d a i l y needs o f t h e 
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i n h a b i t a n t s o f the r e s i d e n t i a l areas 

4 B i s c u i t and sweet f a c t o r i e s 

These number seven, employing 264 workers They are m 

d i f f e r e n t s i t e s w i t h i n the o l d and new i n d u s t r i a l areas o f 

T r i p o l i F i v e o f these f a c t o r i e s s p e c i a l i z e m th e p r o d u c ­

t i o n o f sweets, c a t e r i n g f o r the r e q u i r e m e n t s o f th e l o w e r 

income groups who f a v o u r cheaper l o c a l sweets B e t t e r q u a l i t y 

s veets are i m p o r t e d from I t a l y However, t h e p r o d u c t i o n o f 

these f a c t o r i e s has s t a r t e d i n 1964 (Appendix I Table 6) 

There a r e two b i s c u i t f a c t o r i e s s i t u a t e d o u t s i d e t h e GBD 

The f o r m e r i s l o c a t e d a t S i d i K h a l i f a S t r e e t and t h e l a t t e r 

l i e s m t h e new i n d u s t r i a l zone o f t h e Suani Road ( P l a t e 4 9) 

The l a t t e r f a c t o r y i s b i g g e r t h a n t h e f o r m e r and occupie s an 

area o f 10,000 sq metres The average annual p r o d u c t i o n i s 

e s t i m a t e d a t 10,000 tons o f b i s c u i t s 

Most o f t h e b i s c u i t s produced are s o l d e i t h e r i n T r i p o l i 

or o t h e r urban c e n t r e s o f T r i p o l i t a n i a A l t h o u g h t h e q u a l i t y 

o f t h e b i s c u i t s i s h i g h , i t does n o t t o t a l l y s a t i s f y t h e 

demands o f tn e L i b y a n market w h i c h consumes h i g h q u a n t i t i e s 

o f b i s c u i t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e young p o p u l a t i o n I t i s e s t i ­

mated t h a t t h e p r o d u c t i o n s a t i s f i e s o n l y o n e - q u a r t e r o f t h e 

L i b y a n market's needs T h i s i s p a r t l y due t o the f o r e i g n 

c o m p e t i t i o n o f the i m p o r t e d b i s c u i t w h i c n c o s t s l e s s t h a n t h e 

l o c a l b r a n d , and p a r t l y t o t h e l i m i t e d c a p a c i t y o f th e T r i p o l i 

b i s c u i t f a c t o r i e s T h i s l i m i t e d p r o d u c t i o n c a p a c i t y cannot 

cope w i t h t n e i n c r e a s i n g L i b y a n demand f o r b i s c u i t s 



P l a t e 4.8 Macaroni and M i l l i n g f a c t o r i e s i n Gurgi's i n d u s t r i a l area 

- 1 ! 

M I m I s i ! I l l 
i 

i •I 

P l a t e 4.9 B i s c u i t and Sweet f a c t o r i e s i n Suani Road i n d u s t r i a l a r e a 
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G e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g , b o t h sweet and b i s c u i t i n d u s t r i e s 

are i n the e a r l y stages o f development T h e r e f o r e i t cannot 

be expected t h a t these i n d u s t r i e s can s a t i s f y the t o t a l L i b y a n 

market f o r a t l e a s t a few years 

5 Tomato paste f a c t o r i e s 

There are two tomato p a s t e f a c t o r i e s s i t u a t e d a t two 

d i f f e r e n t s i t e s The f o r m e r i s l o c a t e d a t t h e Mohammed A l l 

Essanussi S t r e e t and the l a t t e r w i t h i n t h e new i n d u s t r i a l zone 

P r o d u c t i o n began m 1 95U when the f i r s t f a c t o r y produced 80 

tons o f tomato p a s t e I t i n c r e a s e d c o n s i d e r a b l y a f t e r the 

second f a c t o r y s t a r t e d p r o d u c t i o n The p r o d u c t i o n o f b o t h 

f a c t o r i e s c o n t i n u e d t o r i s e i n t h e f o l l o w i n g years t o r e a c h 

10,176 t o n s m 1965 However, i t f e l l down t o 7,815 m 1966 

(Appendix I Table 7) The r i s i n g p r o d u c t i o n between 1956 and 

1965 was p r i m a r i l y due t o t h e i n c r e a s i n g l o c a l demand The 

d e c l i n e i n p r o d u c t i o n i n 1966 i s a t t r i b u t e d t o i n c r e a s e d 

f o r e i g n c o m p e t i t i o n e s p e c i a l l y f r o m T u n i s i a n and I t a l i a n 

tomato pastes w h i c h a r e s u p e r i o r m q u a l i t y t o the L i b y a n 

p r o d u c t 

The p r o d u c t i o n o f tomato p a s t e i s s e asonal and takes p l a c e 

o n l y d u r i n g t he summer months between July-September T h i s 

a r i s e s from t h e f a c t t h a t t h e c l i m a t i c c o n d i t i o n s o f the coasta' 

zone and the J e f a r a p l a i n o f T r i p o l i t a n i a g o v e r n t h e gr o w t h o f 

tomato p l a n t s The tomato h a r v e s t takes p l a c e o n l y i n t h e 

summer when t h e l a n d c u l t i v a t e d w i t h tomatoes g i v e s mass 

p r o d u c t i o n O f t e n t h e h i g h y i e l d s o f tomatoes c r e a t e d i f f i c u l -
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t i e s t o b o t h f a r m e r s and t h e o p e r a t i n g f a c t o r i e s For 
example, t h e r e are delays i n u n l o a d i n g w h i c h c o u l d amount t o 
two days T h i s i s a t t r i b u t e d t o two f a c t o r s t h e l a c k o f 
e f f i c i e n c y and good management i n t h e f a c t o r i e s , and a l s o t h e 
v e r y l i m i t e d c a p a c i t y o f these f a c t o r i e s , a f a c t o r w h i c n g i v e s 
r i s e t o the s p o i l i n g 01 t h e r i p e tomatoes T h e r e f o r e , t h e 
M i n i s t r y o f I n d u s t r y has a l l o w e d a n o t h e r f o u r tomato p a s t e factor 
t o be e s t a b l i s h e d o u t s i d e T r i p o l i i n o r d e r t o ease the h i g h 
p r e s s u r e on t h e c i t y f a c t o r i e s 

The employees o f the tomato p a s t e f a c t o r i e s numbered L\.Ok 

in1966, whereas t h e i r number was o n l y 20 workers i n 1954 

6 F i s h canning 

The canning i n d u s t r y began i n T r i p o l i m ^^hl^. by a Jew i s h 

businessman who e s t a b l i s h e d the f i r s t f a c t o r y i n t h e c i t y 

The f a c t o r y i s s i t u a t e d near t h e J e w i s h cemetery t o t h e n o r t h 

o f the c i t y , o c c u p y i n g an area o f 2,200 sq metres 

The p r o d u c t i o n o f f i s h c a n ning i s s e a s o n a l , s t a r t i n g a t 

t h e b e g i n n i n g o f J u l y and c e a s i n g i n October when the f i s h i n g 

season ends The f a c t o r y produces two k i n d s o f f i s h , namely 

s a r d i n e l l a and t u n n y , w h i c h a r e caught a l o n g t h e coast o f 

T r i p o l i w i t h i n 10-12 k i l o m e t r e s o f f s h o r e The f i s h are b r o u g h t 

by b o a t s t o the f a c t o r y f o r c a n ning m o l i v e o i l or p r e s e r v i n g 

m s a l t 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y no independent d a t a i s a v a i l a b l e f o r the 

T r i p o l i f a c t o r y t h e o n l y data i n c l u d e s the o t h e r f a c t o r i e s o f 

Janzur, Zuara, S a b r a t h a , Z l i t e n and M i s u r a t a The p r o d u c t i o n 



of these f a c t o r i e s f l u c t u a t e d "between 1951-1963 (Appendix I 

Tables 8 and 9 ) , due to the amount of f i s h caught from the sea 

The demand f o r canned s a r d m e l l a and tunny i s high i n the 

Libyan market, and school c h i l d r e n i n p a r t i c u l a r consume l a r g e 

q u a n t i t i e s of canned f i s h Consequently, the production of a l l 

the f i s h canning f a c t o r i e s of T r i p o l i t a n i a does not s a t i s f y 

the market demand T h i s n e c e s s i t a t e s the importation of canned 

s a r d i n e l l a and tunny from Japan m order to s o l v e the shortage 

of stock i n the L i b y a n market The only way to s o l v e the 

problem of shortage of canned f i s h l a to provide f a c i l i t i e s 

f o r the f r e e z i n g and s t o r i n g of the l o c a l c a t c h so that the 

f a c t o r i e s could operate beyond the f i s h i n g season Also, 

t e c h n i c a l and f i n a n c i a l a s s i s t a n c e snould be provided by the 

Government to the f i s h i n g i n d u s t r y i n order to i n c r e a s e the 

quantity of the f i s h caught and thus i n c r e a s e the supply to 

both the f i s h markets and the f a c t o r i e s 

7 O l i v e P r o c e s s i n g F a c t o r i e s 

There are four o l i v e o i l p r o c e s s i n g f a c t o r i e s , two of 

which are s i t u a t e d w i t h i n the CBD Two other f a c t o r i e s l i e 

w i t h i n the i n d u s t r i a l a r e a of Bab Ben Gashir to the south of 

T r i p o l i 

The J e f a r a p l a i n i s the major supplying area f o r the o l i v e 

o i l f a c t o r i e s Here there are 1,871,000 productive o l i v e trees, 

providing the c i t y f a c t o r i e s w ith a l l t h e i r requirements The 

production of the o l i v e o i l i s seasonal, beginning i n October 

and ending i n January when the harvest i s completed The 
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c i t y f a c t o r i e s , together w i t h nine other o l i v e f a c t o r i e s can 
s a t i s f y the market needs i n Libya i n the years when production 
i s h i g h However, when the o l i v e p r o d u c t i o n i s low, the market 
s u f f e r s a shortage of o l i v e o i l 

The q u a l i t y of the T r i p o l i banian o l i v e o i l i s not good 
when compared t o t h a t of Tunisia and Spain " I t i s claimed 
t h a t kO per cent of t o t a l o i l ( o l i v e ) p r o d u c t i o n has an 
a c i d i t y content of less than 1^ per cent, kO per cent between 
1 ̂  per cent and k per cent ( s o - c a l l e d lampante o i l , which 
requires r e f i n i n g ) , and 20 per cent "between L\. per cent and 
8 per cent «phe chemical composition of Libyan o l i v e o i l , 

m f a c t , impedes the e x p o r t a t i o n of o l i v e o i l t o f o r e i g n 
c o u n t r i e s , so i t i s l o c a l l y consumed There are attempts "by 
I t a l i a n o l i v e o i l f a c t o r i e s t o improve the q u a l i t y of o l i v e 
o i l and t o make i t s u i t a b l e f o r export 

The number of workers employed i n the o l i v e o i l f a c t o r i e s 
was 115 i n 1966, and t h e i r employment was seasonal 
8 Wine f a c t o r i e s 

Wine i n d u s t r y also plays an important r o l e m the economy 
of the c i t y I t began d u r i n g the I t a l i a n r u l e which encouraged 
the c u l t i v a t i o n of grapes on the Jefara and T r i p o l i t a n i a n Jebel 
At the present time there are f i v e wine f a c t o r i e s s i t u a t e d i n 
d i f f e r e n t s i t e s w i t h i n and outside of the C e n t r a l Business 
D i s t r i c t S i t e l o c a t i o n i s not s i g n i f i c a n t f o r wine f a c t o r i e s 
as they operate only during the summer months (July-September), 
when the h a r v e s t i n g of grapes takes place A high q u a l i t y 



"bottled wine i s produced Like o l i v e o i l , the p r o d u c t i o n of 
wine depends p r i n c i p a l l y on the q u a l i t y of the annual harvest, 
and t h e r e f o r e f l u c t u a t e s annually (Appendix I Table 10) 

L o c a l l y produced wine i s g e n e r a l l y sola on the Libyan 
market which absorbs lar g e q u a n t i t i e s of i t because of the 
presence of the number of f o r e i g n e r s i n T r i p o l i A small 
p r o p o r t i o n of wine i s exported t o I t a l y and Germany i n good 
years ( P l a t e 1+11) 

A l l the wine f a c t o r i e s are owned by I t a l i a n s who have 
long experience of wine production The number of employees, 
mostly Libyans, f l u c t u a t e s from year t o year but was 63 workers 
i n 1961+ (Appendix I Table 10) 
9 The tobacco f a c t o r y 

This f a c t o r y i s s i t u a t e d at tne northern s e c t i o n of the 
modern sector near T r i p o l i E l e c t r i c i t y S t a t i o n , and occupies 
an area of 2,000 sq metres The f a c t o r y i s owned now by the 
State Tobacco Monopoly, but i t was o r i g i n a l l y e s t a b l i s h e d by 
the I t a l i a n Government i n 1932 The o r i g i n a l aim was t o 
promote the c u l t i v a t i o n of tobacco i n the I t a l i a n farms, and 
to create l i g h t i n d u s t r i e s i n Libya which could r e l y on the 
a g r i c u l t u r a l products of the I t a l i a n farms The f a c t o r y 
continued i t s p r o d u c t i o n u n t i l the outbreak of the Second 
World War m 19^0 I t resumed production m 191+3, and i n 
19^-6 the B r i t i s h M i l i t a r y A d m i n i s t r a t i o n entered i n t o a 
contract w i t h a f o r e i g n company i n order t o run the f a c t o r y 
w i t h more e f f i c i e n c y The T r i p o l i t a n i a n Government took i t 



over i n 1 951 when Libya "became independent 
"Under the terms of the agreement, the company issues 

licences t o tobacco growers, wholesalers and r e t a i l e r s i n the 
province, e s t a b l i s h e s p r i c e s f o r tobacco and tobacco products, 
and manages a tobacco f a c t o r y m T r i p o l i which i s the only 
e n t e r p r i s e of i t s k i n d m the country These f u n c t i o n s are 
discharged under the guidance and s u p e r v i s i o n of the p r o v i n -

(6) 

c i a l government , , v ' This i n d i c a t e s c l e a r l y t h a t the c u l t i v a ­
t i o n , p roduction and marketing of tobacco are c o n t r o l l e d by 
the company 

The Jefara p l a i n and the Jebel Garian are the only areas 
which c u l t i v a t e tobacco These farms are e x - I t a l i a n and s t i l l 
m aintain the s t r i c t c u l t i v a t i o n of tobacco which i s considered 
a most s e n s i t i v e p l a n t r e q u i r i n g a great deal of a t t e n t i o n 
The harvest takes place i n spring and summer months and the 
production i s t r a n s p o r t e d t o the f a c t o r y i n T r i p o l i f o r grading 
The best q u a l i t y tobacco comes from the Garian r e g i o n , where i t 
r e l i e s i n i t s c u l t i v a t i o n s o l e l y on w i n t e r and sp r i n g r a i n f a l l s 
I t i s f a r superior t o the i r r i g a t e d tobacco of the Jefara p l a i n 

Although the tobacco harvest i s seasonal, the f a c t o r y 
operates the whole year The f a c t o r y p r o d u c t i o n of c i g a r e t t e s 
and other tobacco products i s sold on the Libyan market through 
the wholesalers The q u a l i t y of c i g a r e t t e s i s good, but the 
production of the best q u a l i t y c i g a r e t t e s contains V i r g i n i a n 
tobacco which i s imported from the U S A 

The marketing of the T r i p o l i t a n i a n tobacco i s very success-
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f u l "because the Libyan c i g a r e t t e s are popular among the lower 
income groups i n Libyan towns and r u r a l areas The p r i c e 
va r i e s from 1 / - to 2 / - f o r a packet of twenty c i g a r e t t e s , 
compared w i t h 2/1Od f o r B r i t i s h and 3/8d f o r American 
c i g a r e t t e s This lower p r i c e f o r Libyan c i g a r e t t e s a r i s e s 
because the government l e v i e s an import duty on f o r e i g n 
c i g a r e t t e s , hence o f f e r i n g some p r o t e c t i o n f o r the n a t i v e 
brands. 

Once again, although the Libyan c i g a r e t t e s are of medium 
q u a l i t y , the State Tobacco Monopoly does not export e i t h e r raw 
tobacco or c i g a r e t t e s t o f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s Sales of cigarettes 
and other tobacco products amounted t o £L 2,986,1 60 i n 1966, 

m comparison w i t h £L 276,1+89 i n 1 95U (Appendix I Table 11 ) 

C l e a r l y , both p r o d u c t i o n and sales could be enlarged by 
ex p o r t a t i o n t o A f r i c a n or Asian c o u n t r i e s which have not 
developed a tobacco I n d u s t r y 

The number of workers employed by the f a c t o r y was 1 ,051 

m 1966, whereas t h e i r number was 500 workers i n 195^ The 
m a j o r i t y of employees are Libyans and mostly s e m i - s k i l l e d , the 
r e s t being I t a l i a n s and other n a t i o n a l i t i e s 
10. Beer f a c t o r y 

The beer i n d u s t r y began m 1 925 when the f i r s t brewery 
was es t a b l i s h e d by an I t a l i a n company c a l l e d "Berra Oea " 
The f a c t o r y i s s i t u a t e d now m the Dahra quarter t o the n o r t h ­
east of the Ce n t r a l Business D i s t r i c t I t occupies an area 
of 1^,595 sq metres, of which 5,000 sq metres are b u i l t - u p 
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area The b u i l d i n g i s modern and equipped w i t h a l l the 
necessary t e c h n i c a l requirements ( P l a t e 1+10) 

The raw m a t e r i a l needed f o r the i n d u s t r y i s imported from 
Germany The f a c t o i y produces both b o t t l e d and d r a f t beer 
The production has r i s e n considerably since 1954 when produc­
t i o n was 1,1+18,1+79 l i t r e s , t o h,01+4,31+3 l i t r e s m 1966 

(Appendix I Table 12) This i n c r e a s i n g production i s due 
p r i m a r i l y t o the increased demand f o r beer on the p a r t of 
for e i g n e r s and Libyans who consume larg e q u a n t i t i e s , e s p e c i a l l y 
during the summer The p r i c e of b o t t l e d beer i s r a t h e r h i g h 
compared w i t h the imported beer This i s r e l a t e d t o the f a c t 
t h a t "Local beer i s subjected t o an excise tax of £L k 812 

per h e c t o l i t r e , which i s r a t h e r h i g h as compared w i t h s i m i l a r 
taxes i n other c o u n t r i e s The import duty on beer varie s 
according t o the a l c o h o l i c content from £L 6 to £L 9 per 
h e c t o l i t r e , but imported beer i s f r e e from excise tax I n 
many countries w i t h a domestic beer i n d u s t r y , imported beer 
i s subject to an excise tax i n a d d i t i o n t o import duty so as 
to improve domestic prod u c t i o n w i t h a reasonable measure of 
p r o t e c t i o n " ( ^ ) The World Bank recommended t h a t the Libyan 
Government should consider the adoption of a s i m i l a r p o l i c y i n 
the i n t e r e s t of l o c a l i n d u s t r y , but t h i s recommendation has 
not been put i n t o e f f e c t This l a c k of p r o t e c t i o n from f o r e i g n 
imports deters the "BerraOea" f a c t o r y from operating at i t s 
f u l l c apacity At the present time the f a c t o r y operates at 
only 1+3 per cent of i t s f u l l c apacity The number of employees 
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has not exceeded 110 workers duri n g the p e r i o d 1954-1966 

11 A l c o h o l i c beverages 
There are nine operating f a c t o r i e s producing a l c o h o l i c 

l i q u i d s i n T r i p o l i They are located w i t h i n the CBD occupy­
ing d i f f e r e n t s i t e s These f a c t o r i e s are owned by I t a l i a n 
businessmen who established t h i s i n d u s t r y d u r i n g the I t a l i a n 
r u l e 

The a l c o h o l i c beverages are extracted from e i t h e r b a r l e y 
or dates Both these are l o c a l l y a v a i l a b l e The pro d u c t i o n 
of a l c o h o l i c l i q u i d s began UO years ago Unfo r t u n a t e l y , the 
only a v a i l a b l e data shows the pr o d u c t i o n only between 1963-1966 

(Appendix I Table 13) There i s a considerable increase i n 
p r o d u c t i o n i n these four years, from 287,458 l i t r e s i n 1963 

t o 516,738 l i t r e s m 1966, r e f l e c t i n g the increased demand 
A l l p roduction i s consumed i n Libya The employees, mostly 
I t a l i a n s , of the a l c o h o l i c i n d u s t r y numbered 5*4- m 1966 

12 S o f t d r i n k s f a c t o r i e s 
There are three f a c t o r i e s producing s o f t d r i n k s i n T r i p o l i , 

s i t u a t e d i n d i f f e r e n t s i t e s (Suani Road, Shara e l Srim and 
Hadba e l Khadra) The I n d u s t r y began duri n g the I t a l i a n r u l e 
and was developed m recent years by I t a l i a n and American f i r m s , 

The e x i s t i n g f a c t o r i e s produce d i f f e r e n t kinds of s o f t 
drinks such as Pepsi Cola, K i t i Cola, Fanta etc The produc­
t i o n of s o f t drinks increased from 5,259,114.9 l i t r e s m 1963 

t o 15,267,563 l i t r e s i n 1966 The l a t t e r sales amounted t o 
£L 1 ,132,884 (Anpendix I Table 14) This i s r e l a t e d t o the 
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high demand f o r s o f t d r i n k s e s p e c i a l l y during the summer 
months when the temperatures i n August can reach i+5 7°C The 
urban p o p u l a t i o n of T r i p o l i t a n i a and Pezzan consume l a r g e 
q u a n t i t i e s of s o f t d r i n k s during t h i s season, but the r u r a l 
communities consume l e s s , probably owing t o the absence of 
r e f r i g e r a t o r s i n t h e i r houses The sales of s o f t d r i n k s only 
take place m two regions of L i b y a , Gyrenaica has i t s own 
s o f t d r i n k s f a c t o r i e s i\o e x p o r t a t i o n i s being undertaken 
outside the country The number of employees w i t h i n the s o f t 
d r i n k s f a c t o r i e s has increased from 160 workers i n 1963 to 
272 workers i n 1966 

13 Paper f a c t o r y 
There i s only one paper f a c t o r y m T r i p o l i I t was 

established by I t a l i a n i n d u s t r i a l i s t s during the I t a l i a n r u l e 
But the f a c t o r y i s now owned by a Libyan f i r m The p l a n t i s 
s i t e d m Bab Ben Gashir area t o the south of T r i p o l i c i t y , 
occupying an area of 5,700 sq metres, of which U,500 sq metres 
are b u i l t - u p area 

The p r o d u c t i o n of the f a c t o r y depends e n t i r e l y on the 
waste paper c o l l e c t e d from the Government o f f i c e s , o i l 
companies, commercial f i r m s etc The f a c t o r y does not import 
any raw ma t e r i a l s from abroad However, the p r o d u c t i o n of the 
f a c t o r y i s r i s i n g , from 8g5 tons (£L 38,937) i n 1959, t o U,155 
tons (£L 231,686) m 1966 (Appendix I Table 15) The increase 
of the paper production i s a t t r i b u t e d t o the increased demand 
f o r paper, p a r t i c u l a r l y by shopkeepers, butchers etc The 
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sole use of paper made by the f i r m i s f o r wrapping The 
employees of the paper f a c t o r y number 138, the m a j o r i t y are 
s e m i - s k i l l e d Libyan workers The management i s I t a l i a n and 
so are a l l the s k i l l e d workers 
14 Tannery f a c t o r y 

There i s only one tannery f a c t o r y i n T r i p o l i I t i s 
s i t u a t e d to the west of the GBD - near the " M u n i c i p a l i t y 
Sports Ground " The f a c t o r y occupies an area of 1,000 sq 
metres, and i s owned by the M i n i s t r y of I n d u s t r y which 
e s t a b l i s h e d i t m 1960 i n order to promote the tannery 
i n d u s t r y and t o encourage the p r i v a t e i n d u s t r i a l sector to 
inv e s t i t s money m such an undertaking Tne f a c t o r y employs 
32 workers, of whom two are s k i l l e d 

The f a c t o r y r e l i e s on raw m a t e r i a l from l o c a l skins of 
both the \ i u n i c i p a l slaughterhouse and p r i v a t e butchers of 
T r i p o l i c i t y and P r i p o l i t a n i a as a whole The f a c t o r y 
favours using camel and cow skins m tannery processing f o r 
t e c h n i c a l reasons, and i t uses 90 per cent camel skins and 10 
per cent cow skins However, the produc t i o n of the tannery 
f a c t o r y has increased considerably i n the l a s t few years 

file:///iunicipal
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4 11 Government Tannery Factory's Production and Sales, 
T r i p o l i 

Year Quantity i n sq f t Value i n GL 

1963 15,000 1 ,500 
1964 40,000 4,000 

1965 90,000 9,000 

1966 140,000 14,000 

1967 240,000 24,000 

Source M i n i s t r y of I n d u s t r y , 1968 

The development of such an important i n d u s t r y should give 
r i s e t o the f l o u r i s h i n g of the l e a t h e r manufacture, p a r t i c u ­
l a r l y footwear and l o c a l h a n d i c r a f t s The tannery f a c t o r y 
would supply a l l the requirements of the l o c a l Libyan market 
w i t h good q u a l i t y l e a t h e r i f the Government would i n v e s t more 
c a p i t a l 
15 Shoe f a c t o r y 

This i n d u s t r y was estab l i s h e d by a Jewish businessman i n 
1957 as a subs i d i a r y of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l f i r m "Bata " The 
f a c t o r y i s s i t e d w i t h i n the GBD i n Grand Saso D ' I t a l i a S t r e e t 
i n the Bu Harida quar t e r , employing e i g h t workers I t occupies 
an area of 800 sq metres 

The f a c t o r y s t a r t e d p r o d u c t i o n i n 1957, manufacturing 
25,000 p a i r s of shoes per year The raw m a t e r i a l i s imported 
fromabroad The production, i n f a c t , cannot s a t i s f y the 
T r i p o l i t a n i a n market as i t can only produce 10-15 per cent 
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of the y e a r l y consumption Although the shoe i n d u s t r y i s 
supported through t a r i f f concessions and import r e s t r i c t i o n s , 
i t has d i f f i c u l t y i n g e t t i n g a l a r g e r share of the Libyan 
market, because of the consumers' pi eference f o r imported 
I t a l i a n and East European footwear whose pr i c e s are lower than 
l o c a l l y produced shoes I n a d d i t i o n , the q u a l i t y i s of 
considerable importance t o the consumers 

The shoe i n d u s t r y i s thus not w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d i n the 
Libyan market This i s due t o many a d d i t i o n a l f a c t o r s , i n c l u d ­
i n g the l a c k of the r e q u i r e d raw ma t e r i a l s owing to the absence 
of e f f i c i e n t c u r ing and tanning, and of the c a p i t a l t o produce 
b e t t e r q u a l i t y shoes 
16 T o i l e t and laundry soap 

There are two f a c t o r i e s operating i n T r i p o l i f o r the 
manufacture of t o i l e t and laundry soaps, The f i r s t i s s i t u a t e d 
i n the Gurgi area, occupying an area of 10,000 sq metres, of 
which 3,000 sq metres are b u i l t - u p area The second opened m 
1967, i s s i t e d w i t h i n the i n d u s t r i a l zone near the Suani Road 
at 3 ^yrfilometres, and occupies an area of 2,000 sq metres 
Both p l a n t s employ 1 07 workers While the Gurgi p l a n t produces 
both t o i l e t and laundry soaps "Tide", the second produces only 
laundry soap " P e r s i l " Both soap p l a n t s are operating on 
behalf of i n t e r n a t i o n a l laundry soap companies, namely Tide 
of U K and P e r s i l of Germany 

The production of laundry soap s a t i s f i e s approximately 
70 per cent of the Libyan market requirements, the r e s t i s 
imported The pro d u c t i o n has shown a considerable increase 
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from 398,976 kg m 1959 t o 843,513 kg m 1965 I n 1966, 

p r o d u c t i o n declined t o 666,880 kgs (Appendix I Table 16) 

p a r t l y because of r i s i n g competition from imported laundry 
soaps such as Omo, Cheer, Daz etc and p a r t l y because of 
i n s u f f i c i e n t advertisement on tne p a r t of the Libyan manage­
ment f o r laundry soap 

As f a r as t o i l e t soap i s concerned, there i s no a v a i l a b l e 
data on the annual p r o d u c t i o n m the l a s t few years The 
management of the Gurgi p l a n t estimate t h a t the average annual 
pro d u c t i o n i s 1,000 tons This pr o d u c t i o n cannot s a t i s f y the 
requirements of the Libyan market which consumes more than 
3,000 tons per j e a r (2 kg per c a p i t a per y e a r ) , so f o r e i g n 
t o i l e t soaps are imported 

Once again, the low p r o d u c t i o n of t o i l e t soap i s l a r g e l y 
due t o the h i g h duty imposed by the l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s on the 
imported vegetable o i l s such as coconut and palm o i l which are 
r e q u i r e d f o r such an i n d u s t r y For example, the import duty 
on such o i l s i s £L 30 per t o n and 25 per cent on caustic soda, 
wheieas the import duty on f o r e i g n t o i l e t soap i s r a t h e r low 
Therefore the l o c a l i n d u s t r y , i f i t i s not p r o t e c t e d , cannot 
compete w i t h f o r e i g n soap products The only possible remedy 
to encourage soap i n d u s t r y i s t o reduce the import duty on 
both vegetable o i l s and caustic soda so as to lower the cost 
of production and encourage higher p r o d u c t i o n and b e t t e r 

(8) 
q u a l i t y ^ ' 
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17 B u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l f a c t o r i e s 
The "building m a t e r i a l i n d u s t r y "began i n 1952, owing to a 

boom m housing c o n s t r u c t i o n m T r i p o l i L a t e r i t developed 
on a large scale and expanded when the demand f o r housing 
accelerated At present there are s i x t e e n operating f a c t o r i e s 
throughout the whole c i t y There i s a lov/er c o n c e n t r a t i o n of 
b r i c k f a c t o r i e s w i t h i n the GBD Here there are only three 
operating f a c t o r i e s Six f a c t o r i e s are concentrated w i t h i n 
the new i n d u s t r i a l zone of the Suani Road Another three 
f a c t o r i e s are s i t e d m the Bab A z i z i a area The r e s t are 
located i n S i d i Mesri, Bab Ben G-ashir and Gurgi ( P l a t e i | 12) 

A great amount of c a p i t a l i s invested i n these f a c t o r i e s , i t 
ranges between £L 10,000 to £L 250,000 as i n the case of the 
gypsum f a c t o i y Two f a c t o r i e s are Maltese and I t a l i a n owned, 
the r e s t are Libyan 

These f a c t o r i e s produce d i f f e r e n t types of b u i l d i n g 
m a t erials such as hollow blocks f o r v/alls, s t r u c t u r a l t i l e s , 
and t r a verse beams f o r r o o f c o n s t r u c t i o n , c l a y b r i c k s f o r 
f l o o r s The p r o d u c t i o n of these f a c t o r i e s can s a t i s f y a l l 
the requirements of the T r i p o l i market U n f o r t u n a t e l y , there 
are no a v a i l a b l e s t a t i s t i c s on the annual production of the 
b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l f a c t o r i e s f o r the l a s t few years The number 
of employees i n the b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l i n d u s t r y i s 620 workers 
18 T e x t i l e and c l o t h i n g i n d u s t r y 

This i n d u s t r y i s also of considerable importance i n T r i p o l 
I t developed as r e c e n t l y as 1957 when the f i r s t t e x t i l e f a c t o r y 
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was established Subsequent f a c t o r i e s were e s t a b l i s h e d by 
other Libyans who were f o r m e r l y working m the t r a d i t i o n a l 
t e x t i l e workshops I n other words, t h i s i n d u s t r y developed 
as a r e s u l t of the existence of experienced Libyan craftsmen 
who used t o work i n a s i m i l a r i n d u s t r y w i t h i n the Old Town 

Theie are, m the c i t y , 15 f a c t o r i e s (12 t e x t i l e , one f o r 
t a i l o r i n g , one f o r underwear and one f o r t i e s ) , i n d i f f e r e n t 
s i t e s w i t h i n the c i t y However, 11 f a c t o r i e s are concentrated 
w i t h i n the GBD, and another four l i e i n the new i n d u s t r i a l 
zone of the Suani Road and Gurgi area There i s , however, a 
tendency on the p a r t of the t e x t i l e f a c t o r i e s t o move from the 
ol d i n d u s t r i a l s i t e s t o the new i n d u s t r i a l zone The t o t a l 
areas occupied by t e x t i l e and c l o t h i n g i n d u s t r i e s are 10,520 

sq metres 
A l l the v a r i o u s t e x t i l e f a c t o r i e s r e l y on imported raw 

mat e r i a l s from Prance and I t a l y The number of people working 
i n these i n d u s t r i e s has increased from 27 workers i n 1959 t o 
287 m 1966 

These eleven f a c t o r i e s produce v a i i o u s kinds of l a d i e s ' 
barracans and other woven a r t i c l e s f o r women Production has 
accelerated considerably m recent years due t o the inc r e a s i n g 
demand f o r manufactured barracans on the p a r t of Libyan women 
(Appendix I Table 17) , and the t o t a l sales have increased 
subsequently from £L 43,249 m 1959 t o £L 1,461,797 i n 1966 

Most of the t e x t i l e manufactured goods are so l d w i t h i n the 
Libyan marlet, and very small q u a n t i t i e s are exported to Chad 



and Niger where there i s some demand f o r Libyan barracans 
19 F u r n i t u r e i n d u s t r y 

The f u r n i t u r e i n d u s t r y i s considered t o be one of the 
f l o u r i s h i n g i n d u s t r i e s i n T r i p o l i , p a r t l y due t o the housing 
expansion and p a r t l y to the r i s i n g standard of l i v i n g of the 
p o p u l a t i o n of the c i t y There are three l a r g e f u r n i t u r e f i r m s 
s i t e d m d i f f e r e n t l o c a t i o n s w i t h i n the GBD I n a d d i t i o n , 
there are 39 small wood workshops s c a t t e r e d w i t h i n the r e s i ­
d e n t i a l areas of T r i p o l i A l l the f u r n i t u r e f a c t o r i e s depend 
e n t i r e l y on t h e i r manufacture on the raw m a t e r i a l imported 
from abioad since there i s no woodcutting i n d u s t r y i n Libya 
There has been a considerable increase m the q u a n t i t i e s of 
imported wood as snown m the f o l l o w i n g f i g u r e s 

Table k 12 Imported wood t o T r i p o l i between 1962-1965 

Year Value i n £L 
1962 951,800 

1963 1 ,10U,717 
196U 1 ,686,770 

1965 2,229,596 

Source M i n i s t r y of I n d u s t r y , T u p o l i , 1967 

About h a l f of the wood i s imported from I t a l y and one-
quarter from U K , and tne r e s t from d i f f e r e n t European 
countries 

Both p r o d u c t i o n and sales are r i s i n g owing to the e x i s t ­
ence of customers such as the M i n i s t r y of Education which buys 
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f u r n i t u r e f o r schools I t i s estimated t h a t such purchases by 
the M i n i s t r y exceeded 1+00,000 i n 1966 The f u r n i t u r e con­
s i s t s g e n e r a l l y of desks, blackboards, shelves f o r school 
l i b r a r i e s and classrooms, and bedo f o r boarding schools Apart 
from domestic f u r n i t u r e , the above f a c t o r i e s produce doors, 
vmdow frames, s t a i r s etc f o r new houses and f l a t s A l l 
kinds of shop f i t t i n g s are also produced The number of 
employees i n such i n d u s t r y was 150 i n 1966 

I n a d d i t i o n , there are numerous small wood workshops l y i n g 
m d i f f e r e n t p a r ts of the c i t y These have no p a r t i c u l a r 
s p e c i a l i z a t i o n as they produce various types of cheap f u r n i t u r e 
and they g e n e r a l l y work on the basis of the l o c a l demand of 
dealers. 

20 Match i n d u s t r y 
Tnere i s only one match p l a n t which was e s t a b l i s h e d m 

1962 The p l a n t i s s i t u a t e d w i t h i n the new i n d u s t r i a l zone 
near the Suani Road, occupying an area of 5 ,000 sq metres, of 
which 1 ,000 sq metres are b u i l t - u p area The number of 
employees rose from 6k m 1963 to 100 i n 1966 

Although the p r o d u c t i o n of matches has r i s e n considerably 
from 1 4 , 3 9 9 , ^ 0 0 boxes i n 1 963 to 21+, 940,000 boxes m 1 966 and 
amounted t o SJL 1+5,672 and £L 134 ,619 r e s p e c t i v e l y (Appendix I 
Table 1 8 ) , the product has lacked v/ide acceptance i n the Libyan 
market The low q u a l i t v and i n e f f i c i e n c y of production of the 
p l a n t has not enabled i t t o compete favourably w i t h imported 
matches However, the q u a l i t y of matches has improved since 
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1967 , mainly due to the I/unistry of Ind u s t r y ' s advice and 
t e c h n i c a l assistance t o the p l a n t 
21 Gas and oxygen p l a n t s 

The gas p l a n t i s s i t u a t e u 1 1 tne Snara Bu Handa quarter 
to the south of T r i p o l i , occupying a i area of 700 sq metres 
I t was established m 1931 "by an I t a l i a n f i r m Since then the 
p l a n t has continued i t s o p e r a t i o n , supplying a l l the r e s i d e n ­
t i a l areas of tne new sector of T r i p o l i w i t h i t s requirements 
of gas l u e l f o r cookiiig purposes 

The oxygen p l a n t i s l o cated i n the Milborg S t r e e t w i t h i n 
the Shara Zawia qu a r t e r , occupying an area of 2^ ,000 sq metres 
of which 1 ,000 sq metres are o u i l t up The p l a n t i s s p e c i a l i z ­
ing i n producing oxygen f o r i n d u s t r i a l purposes The employees 
of "both plants number 115, of whom 88 workers arp employed i n 
the oxygen p l a n t and 27 woikers i n the gas p l a n t 

22 Paint i n d u s t r y 
The p a i n t i n d u s t r y i s mainly associated w i t h the boom m 

b u i l d i n g and housing I t emerged m 1963 when the f i r s t p l a n t 
was founded m 1965 by a Norwegian f i r m This was due to the 
r a p i d increase i n demand f o r p a i r t f o r housing and i n d u s t r i a l 
use 

These two p l a n t s are loc a t e d m two d i f f e r e n t s i t e s The 
f i r s t l i e s m the Bab Ben Gasnir area to the south of T r i p o l i , 
the second i s s i t u a t e d w i t h i n the i n d u s t r i a l zone to the west 
of T r i p o l i The Libyan/Norwegian p a i n t p l a n t occupies an area 
of 3 ,000 sq metres of which 1 ,000 sq metres are b u i l t - u p area, 
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the second occupies an area of 5,960 sq metres of which 1 , 597 

sq metres are "built-up area The number of employees w i t h i n 
the two p l a n t s i s 63, of whom 25 are employed i n the Norwegian 
p l a n t 

The production of "both plants i s s i m i l a r , hut the Greek 
f i r m produces p a i n t f o r i n d u s t r i a l and motor v e h i c l e use Once 
again, both p l a n t s cannot s a t i s f y the whole market requirements 
m Libya Consequently the import of p a i n t i s t a k i n g place, 
mostly from the U K 

23 Dry B a t t e r y i n d u s t r y 
This i n d u s t r y emerged m 1 965 when two dry b a t t e r y plants 

were established by two Libyan businessmen The f i r s t i s 
s i t e d m Gurgi, occupying an area of 5,000 sq metres, of which 
65k sq metres i s b u i l t - u p ( c a p i t a l £L 30,000) The second 
p l a n t l i e s w i t h i n the i n d u s t r i a l zone i n the Suani Road, 
occupying an area of 5,000 sq metres of which 1,000 sq metres 
i s b u i l t up ( c a p i t a l £L 10,000) The number of employees i s 
24 m both p l a n t s 

The production of both f a c t o r i e s cannot s a t i s f y the l o c a l 
market needs The Gurgi p l a n t produces 6,200 dry b a t t e r i e s a 
year, whereas the second p l a n t produces 800 dry b a t t e r i e s 
T h i s , i n f a c t , cannot keep pace w i t h the t o t a l number of 
vehicles which exceeds 80,000 i n T r i p o l i 7,000 dry b a t t e r i e s 
represents 8 75 per cent o f the o v e r a l l needs of dry b a t t e r i e s , 
assuming t h a t each v e h i c l e requires one dry b a t t e r y per year, 
so the import of dry b a t t e r i e s i s t a k i n g place ( P l a t e i+ 13) 
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21+ P l a s t i c I n d u s t r y 
There are two p l a s t i c plants m T r i p o l i The f i r s t i s 

located, at Bah e l A z i z i a and the second i s l o cated w i t h i n the 
i n d u s t r i a l zone of the Suani Road The former has an annual 
capacity of 960,000 m of a l l types of pipes and 10,000 m of 
window "blinds, and the production i s expected to reach 200,000 
m of pipes and 20,000 m of window "blinds by the end of 1967 
The annual sales of 1966 were as f o l l o w s -

Table i± 1 3 Kind of p l a s t i c m a terials manufactured i n 
T r i p o l i . 1965 

v/ater pipes 16,711 kg 
E l e c t r i c pipes 133,212 kg 
Blinds 1,6-67~kg 

Source M i n i s t r y of I n d u s t r y , T r i p o l i , 1967 

This corresponds roughly to 167,000 m of water pipes and 
898,000 m of e l e c t r i c pipes This p r o d u c t i o n of the operating 
p l a n t s can s a t i s f y the l o c a l Libyan demand f o r p l a s t i c a r t i c l e s 
f o r housing and e l e c t r i c a l uses I t i s expected t h a t the 
imported p l a s t i c a r t i c l e s which amounted to £L 389,000 i n 1966 
w i l l be reduced when the pl a n t s are f u l l y operative 
25 Aluminium, s t e e l and m e t a l l i c i n d u s t r i e s 

The aluminium i n d u s t r y emerged m T r i p o l i i n 1960 when the 
f i r s t aluminium f a c t o r y was established by a Libyan businessman 
The f a c t o r y i s s i t e d i n the 9 August Square w i t h i n the t r a n s i ­
t i o n a l area between the Old Town and the modern sector The 
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p l a n t occupies an area of 320 sq metres, employing 11 workers 
The produ c t i o n of the f a c t o r y amounted to 8 0 , 0 0 0 kg k i t c h e n 
u t e n s i l s m 1966 , and i t can s a t i s f y o n e - t h i r d of the Libyan 
market requirements The q u a l i t y of the products i s good and 
competes s u c c e s s f u l l y w i t h the imported k i t c h e n u t e n s i l s A l l 
ra\ materials r e q u i r e d f o r t h i s i n d u s t r y are imported from 
abroad 

26 S t e e l I n d u s t r y 
The s t e e l i n d u s t r y i s new m T r i p o l i , the f i r s t p l a n t was 

est a b l i s h e d m 1965 I t l i e s wiLhm the i n d u s t r i a l zone of 
the Suani Road, occupying an area of 2 , 0 0 0 sq metres, of which 
1,732 sq metres are b u i l t - u p area The p l a n t employs 82 
woikers of whom 30 are s k i l l e d , and i t has a capacity t o 
produce 5 ,000 tons per year of s t e e l rods f o r concrete 
reinforcement f o r housing c o n s t r u c t i o n 

I n a d d i t i o n , there are 8 s t e e l and m e t a l l i c p l a n t s s i t e d 
i n d i f f e r e n t i n d u s t r i a l areas Their i n d u s t r i a l s p e c i a l i z a t i o n 
v a r i e s considerably A l l these p l a n t s employ 377 workers 
27 Mechanical workshops 

They number 78 and are s i t u a t e d w i t h i n ard outside of the 
GBD k3 5 per cent are owned by Libyans, the r e s t are owned 
by I t a l i a n s 

These mechanical vvorkshops provide services f o r the 
vehicles of T r i p o l i as w e l l as other towns, and t h e i r number 
has increased i n recent years owing to the r a p i d increase i n 
tne number of vehicles i n T r i p o l i 
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28 P r i n t i n g i n d u s t r y 
There are •\k p r i n t i n g establishments m T r i p o l i , of which 

one i s owned by the Government Others are p r i v a t e ones ( 7 

Libyan and 6 I t a l i a n ) I n general, the p r i n t i n g shops are 
located w i t h i n the GBD The p r i n t i n g i n d u s t r y i s not w e l l 
advanced and equipped apart from t h a t of tne Government Press 
and the Libyan Press Company These two presses are h i g h l y 
modernized The Government Press i s c h i e f l v concerned w i t h 
the p r i n t i n g of a l l o f f i c i a l Government p u b l i c a t i o n s , such as 
books, r e p o r t s , Arabic newspapers and magazines The Libyan 
Press Company deals e x c l u s i v e l y w i t h newspapers, p r i n c i p a l l y 
Arabic, English and I t a l i a n l i t e r a t u r e , and w i t h some 
commercial l i t e r a t u r e 
29 H a n d i c r a f t i n d u s t r y 

This i n d u s t r y i s important because i t c o n t r i b u t e s t o the 
I n d u s t r i a l economy of T r i p o l i A l l kinds of t r a d i t i o n a l handi­
c r a f t s can be found i n the Old Town where they f l o u r i s h The 
work i s g e n e r a l l y done by hand and some w i t h the help of 
p r i m i t i v e equipment These workshops number 1 ,506 and employ 
3,340 persons The average number of persons i s 2 2 per 
establishment Most of the h a n d i c r a f t workshops are located 
w i t h i n the Old Town The r e s t are scattere d w i t h i n the t r a d i ­
t i o n a l Arab quarters This h a n d i c r a f t i n d u s t r y comprises 
various numbers of t r a d i t i o n a l c r a f t s The most important ones 
are barracans, carpets, l e a t h e r s , copper, s i l v e r and gold work 
and j e w e l l e r y 



16. 

Although most of these h a n d i c r a f t s have been i n existence 
since the Arab era, they declined during the I t a l i a n r u l e 
From 1951 onwards, hov/ever, the h a n d i c r a f t i n d u s t r i e s , p a r t i ­
c u l a r l y gold, s i l v e r and l e a t h e r s , f l o u r i s h e d This was p a r t l y 
due t o the Libyan Government's encouragement, and p a r t l y due to 
the increased demand on these h a n d i c r a f t s from t o u r i s t s and the 
f o r e i g n community 

The d i s t r i b u t i o n of the h a n d i c r a f t workshops w i t h i n the 
Old Town can be examined i n d e t a i l ( F i g k k) 

( a ) Leather workshops are located i n the h a n d i c r a f t s market of 
the Suk e l Mushir Here there are 1i+ workshops producing 
d i f f e r e n t types of l e a t h e r footwear and other products such as 
bags, sandals, s l i p p e r s , and other fancy goods 0ther_work­
shops are s i t e d i n Suk e l Turk These l e a t h e r goods are 
ge n e r a l l y made of Libyan raw m a t e r i a l s , but good q u a l i t y 
l e a t h e r s are imported from abroad However, the l e a t h e r handi­
c r a f t s are g e n e r a l l y a t t r a c t i v e and tend t o draw the a t t e n t i o n 
of f o r e i g n t o u r i s t s 
(b) T e x t i l e workshops are numerous m the Old Town, t h e i r number 
exceeds one hundred They are loc a t e d p r i m a r i l y i n two areas 
Zenghet e l Fenedga and Suk e l H a r i r Barracans made of c o t t o n 
are manufactured w i t h i n the workshops o f the former area S i l k 
barracans are produced m the Suk e l H a r i r This h a n d i c r a f t 
i n d u s t r y i s more elaborate and decor a t i v e , needing very 
s k i l l e d workers The s i l k barracan i s more expensive i n the 
market and demanded by urban T r i p o l i women only, whereas the 
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c o t t o n barracan i s cheaper and demanded by r u r a l customers 
( c ) Gold and s i l v e r s m i t h s have t h e i r workshops i n three areas 
Suk e l Mushir, Suk e l Siagg a|and Zenghet e l Fenedga They 
number 50 workshops, f i v e of which are Jewish, the r e s t being 
Libyan Here the craftsmen produce d i f f e r e n t kinds of gold 
and s i l v e r j e w e l l e r y f o r both urban and r u r a l women The gold 
work, such as e a r - r i n g s , b r a c e l e t s , i s worn by urban women, 
whereas s i l v e r work i s used by the r u r a l women of T r i p o l i t a n i a 
and Pezzan Most of the gold and s i l v e r j e w e l l e r y i s sold i n 
the l o c a l market of T r i p o l i , l i t t l e export t a k i n g place t o 
Gyrenaica 

(d) The 20 coppersmiths have t h e i r workshops i n the Suk e l 
Haddada, produce d i f f e r e n t kinds of k i t c h e n u t e n s i l s , but face 
i n t e n s i v e competition from aluminium products, so t h e i r number 
i s d e c l i n i n g 
Tourism 

The t o u r i s t i n d u s t r y i s also another c o n t r i b u t o r y f a c t o r 
t o the economy of T r i p o l i T o u r i s t s engage i n commercial 
a c t i v i t i e s w i t h i n the t r a d i t i o n a l and modern shopping areas 
a l i k e Tourism also a f f e c t s h o t e l s , restaurants and other 
entertainment places such as ni g h t clubs, p u b l i c houses 
Travel agencies and t r a n s p o r t companies earn a great deal of 
money by arranging long and short excursions to the ancient 
Roman s i t e s of T r i p o l i t a n i a 

Several f a c t o r s can a t t r a c t t o u r i s t s t o spend t h e i r 
holidays i n T r i p o l i i n p a r t i c u l a r and i n Libya i n general 
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F i r s t l y , the warm weather of North A f r i c a , p a r t i c u l a r l y during 
the autumn and w i n t e r months Secondly, European r e s o r t s become 
verv congested duri n g t h i s p e r i o d of the year Therefore some 
European t o u r i s t s favour q u i e t e r and more peaceful places 
T h i r d l y , the p h y s i c a l environments of the a r i d and semi-arid 
regions of T r i p o l i t a n i a are e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t from the 
p h y s i c a l European environment (oases, sand-dunes, dry wadis, 
ve g e t a t i o n , etc ) F o u r t h l y , the h i s t o r i c a l remains of Leptis 
Magna, Sabratha, and ancient Roman castles of the Ghibla ( t o 
the south of T r i p o l i t a n i a ) are of archaeological i n t e r e s t 
L a s t l y , the encouragement of the Libyan government i s also of 
great importance t o the t o u r i s t trade 

Table, 4 -jj-t- Number ofL T p o r i s t s and T o t a l of Nights, 
1959-1966 . T r i p o l i 

Year No of T o t a l of Year t o u r i s t s n i g h t s 
1958 16 ,658 -
1959 16 ,695 -
1960 2^ ,968 -
1961 23 ,689 -
1962 31 ,957 82,941 

1963 83 ,914 346 ,296 
1961+ 60 ,999 309,308 

1965 65 ,340 3 6 6 , 2 0 0 

1966 43 ,832 262,871 

Source M i n i s t r y of Economy and Trade, 
Department of Tourism, T r i p o l i , 1966 
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I t can be seen from Table I4. 11+ t h a t the number of t o u r i s t s 
who v i s i t e d T r i p o l i d u r i n g the l a s t nine years ( 1958 -1966 ) has 
f l u c t u a t e d For example, t h e i r number has increased consider­
ably from 16 ,658 t o u r i s t s i n 1958 to 83,911]. t o u r i s t s i n 1963 , 

an increase of 403 7 per cent Subsequently, the number of 
t o u x i s t s has declined t o 1+3,832 i n 1966 , representing a 52 2 

per cent decrease This recent decline a r i s e s p a r t l y because 
there i s a snortage of h o t e l s t o accommodate a la r g e number of 
t o u r i s t s who v i s i t and want t o stay f o r several days The 
e x i s t i n g h o t e l s charge between -L 3-5 per n i g h t on average 
This high p r i c e does not enable the t o u r i s t t o stav f o r more 
than a few n i g h t s The f i r s t class restaurants charge between 
2 0 - 3 0 / - f o r one meal The l a c k of cheaper entertainment i s 
also responsible f o r the d e c l i n e i n the number of t o u r i s t s 

T o u r i s t s t a t i s t i c s f o r 1963 , 1961+, 1965 and 1966 show 
t h a t t o u r i s t s v i s i t e d T r i p o l i a l l year round (Appendix I 
Table 1 9 ) I n other words, the a r r i v a l of t o u r i s t s occurred 
i n a l l months w i t h some r i s e m t h e i r number i n w i n t e r and 
s p r i n g seasons 

The annual d i s t r i b u t i o n of t o u r i s t s by months i n 1 966 

shows t h a t the number of t o u r i s t s was n e a r l y equal f o r November 
December, June, J u l y and August February, March, A p r i l and 
May had equal p r o p o r t i o n s of t o u r i s t s This i s probably due to 
the desire of f o r e i g n t o u r i s t s to v i s i t T r i p o l i i n l a t e summer 
and s p r i n g The months of September, Octoher and December 
r e g i s t e r e d tne lowest f i g u r e s 
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Most of the t o u r i s t s come to T r i p o l i by a i r , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
Europeans and Americans They represented the m a j o r i t y of the 
t o t a l t o u r i s t s One reason f o r t h i s i s t h a t Europeans and 
American t o u r i s t s are more a t t r a c t e d t o v i s i t Libya Most of 
these t o u r i s t s come to T r i p o l i f o r e i t h e r to v i s i t t h e i r 
r e l a t i v e s or by through excursions arranged by t r a v e l agencies 
The second reason i s r e l a t e d to the a b i l i t y of western t o u r i s t s 
to spend money on t r a v e l , accommodation, meals, etc However, 
most of these t o u r i s t s come to the c i t y by r e g u l a r schedule 
f l i g h t s or by c h a r t e r t o u r i s t f l i g h t s or f l i g h t s organized by 
a t o u r i s t agency T o u r i s t s who came from North West A f r i c a , 
and who v i s i t e d T r i p o l i i n 1966, a r r i v e d by road t r a v e l which 
i s the cheapest means of t r a n s p o r t Cruise ships were also 
another important source of t o u r i s t t r a f f i c 

Government o f f i c i a l s of the Tourism Department of 
T r i p o l i t a n i a estimate t h a t the average expenditure of the 
t o u r i s t was £L 10 per night i n ^^66 Therefore the money spent 
by t o u r i s t s of d i f f e r e n t n a t i o n a l i t i e s amounted t o over 
£L 2 , 6 0 0 , 0 0 0 i n 1966 This was g e n e r a l l y spent on accommoda­
t i o n , food and t r a v e l w i t h i n the country Tms expenditure 
of t o u r i s t s could be increased i f more t o u r i s t h o t e l s are 
constructed w i t h i n the c.-ty and i n f l a t i o n i s cnecked 
Oonclusion 

I t can be seen t h a t the i n d u s t r i a l f u n c t i o n of T r i p o l i i s 
t h e r e f o r e important p l a y i n g a s i g n i f i c a n t r o l e i n the economy 
of the c i t y Although the i n d u s t r i a l development had begun 
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as e a r l y as the I t a l i a n r u l e , the most i n d u s t r i a l expansion 
took place a f t e r the Independence of Libya and the discovery 
of o i l The increase i n the number of s k i l l e d p o p u l a t i o n and 
the a v a i l a b i l i t y of f o r e i g n and Libyan c a p i t a l , together w i t h 
the growing demand f o r goods, c o n t r i b u t e d enormously to the 
recent i n d u s t r i a l development Modern i n d u s t r i e s are mo^e 
important than the t r a d i t i o n a l i n d u s t r i e s owing t o the impact 
of w e s t e r n i z a t i o n and the a v a i l a b i l i t y of c a p i t a l to run 
modern i n d u s t r i e s Nevertheless, the t r a d i t i o n a l i n d u s t r i e s 
are s t i l l f u n c t i o n i n g , p a r t i c u l a r l y those i n d u s t r i e s which 
s p e c i a l i z e m the produc t i o n of t r a d i t i o n a l dress, o r i e n t a l 
g i f t s and souvenirs 

However, the number of modern i n d u s t r i e s i s i n c r e a s i n g 
r a p i d l y and t h i s i s l i k e l y t o r e s u l t m T r i p o l i becoming i n 
the f u t u r e the l a r g e s t i n d u s t r i a l c i t y i n Libya and one of 
the main i n d u s t r i a l c i t i e s m North West A f r i c a . 

The t o u r i s t i n d u s t r y i s also an important i n d u s t r y m 
T r i p o l i I t c o n t r i b u t e s enormously to the economy of the c i t y 
m many respects such as new h o t e l b u i l d i n g , c r e a t i n g a 
t o u r i s t town t o the west of T r i p o l i m Gargaresh and i n 
encouraging the t r a d i t i o n a l h a n d i c r a f t i n d u s t r y 
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CHAPTER V 

TRANSPORTATION 

The t i a n s p o r t system w i t h i n T r i p o l i i s one of the most 
important aspects of the urban l i f e of the c i t y Both modern 
and t r a d i t i o n a l means of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n are important elements 
of the c i t y economy As i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of many c i t i e s i n 
the developing countries of A f r i c a and Asia, motor v e h i c l e s , 
horse and donkey-drawn c a r t s , harrows and handcarts are a l l 
operating side by side i n the c i t y today I n T r i p o l i , 
however, the recent economic and s o c i a l developments have 
brought a great deal of change m tne tr a n s p o r t system, 
although they have not destroyed the t r a d i t i o n a l means of 
tran s p o r t e n t i r e l y Increasing m o b i l i t y of the a c t i v e popu­
l a t i o n , growth of commercial and i n d u s t r i a l a c t i v i t i e s as 
w e l l as improvements i n the standard o f l i v i n g are a l l f a c t o r s 
c o n t r i b u t i n g to the increase i n the number of motor v e h i c l e s 
and l o r r i e s w i t h i n the c i t y The s t r e e t p a t t e r n and the 
p r o v i s i o n of parking f a c i l i t i e s are of great importance t o 
the t r a f f i c volume and d i r e c t i o n w i t h i n the c i t y F i n a l l y , 
the p o r t of T r i p o l i i s most important i n the determination of 
the t r a f f i c f l o w of the c i t y , c o n t r i b u t i n g enormously t o the 
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commercial and i n d u s t r i a l a c t i v i t i e s i n the c i t y through the 
import and export of goods 
5 1 MEANS OF TRANSPORTATION 

T r i p o l i has two types of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n modern and 
t r a d i t i o n a l The former can he c l a s s i f i e d i n t o three catego­
r i e s P r i v a t e cars, t a x i s and p u b l i c buses 
(a) P r i v a t e cars They have increased i n number from 20 ,000 

m 1956 t o 80 ,000 i n 1967 These cars are g e n e r a l l y owned by 
the higher and middle income groups The increase i n number 
of cars i s due p a r t l y to the existence of h i r e purchase f a c i ­
l i t i e s , and t o the low customs duty (25 per cent) About one-
t h i r d of these cars are owned by f o r e i g n e r s , the remainder by 
Libyans A high p r o p o r t i o n of these cars are French, G-erman 
and B r i t i s h American cars are c n i e f l y owned by the Americans 
and wealthy Libyans, because of t h e i r r e l a t i v e l y h i g h cost 
(b ) Taxis They are not numerous m 1967 , there were only ^8k 

o p e i a t i n g w i t h i n the T r i p o l i c i t y l i m i t s Taxi meters are not 
used, so there i s no such t h i n g as a f i x e d f a r e The cost can 
be h i g h , even f o r short journeys, e g f i v e k ilometres costs 
1 0 / - Taxis are c h i e f l y h i r e d by t o u r i s t s and high income 
groups The l o c a l a u t h o c i t y attempted t o forc e taxi-owners t o 
i n s t a l l t a x i meters, but so f a r i t has not overcome t h e i r 
r e s i s t a n c e 
( c ) Public buses These are the only modern means of t r a n s ­
p o r t a t i o n f o r the m a j o r i t y of the p o p u l a t i o n of the c i t y ( F i g 
5 1 ) There are f i v e bus l i n e s serving the eastern p a r t of 
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T r i p o l i , l i n k i n g i t w i t h the Suk e l Juraa area The f i r s t of 
these has l i n e s operates between the c i t y and the eastern p a r t 
of the c i t y They are of considerable importance because they 
provide t r a n s p o r t f a c i l i t i e s f o r a large number of the popula­
t i o n of the c i t y and Suk e l Juma which had a p o p u l a t i o n of 
6 1 , 9 3 7 i n 1 9 6 ^ , and p a r t i c u l a r l y those who come to the c i t y 
e i t h e r f o r working or shopping There i s an intense pressure 
on buses between the hours 7 - 9 a m and during the evening 
hours between 5 - 9 P m , when people r e t u r n t o t h e i r homes 
The f i v e bus services also provide t r a n s p o r t f a c i l i t i e s f o r 
f o u r T r i p o l i quarters ( P l a t e 5 1 ) 

The second group of bus routes extends i n t o the south­
eastern p a r t of T r i p o l i m e t r o p o l i t a n area, l i n k i n g the c i t y 
w i t h the neighbourhoods of E l Fornaj and S i d i Mesrl These bus 
services provide t r a n s p o r t f a c i l i t i e s t o the work-places f o r 
the i n h a b i t a n t s of the above two areas The buses also serve 
the Libyan U n i v e r s i t y students of the F a c u l t i e s of Science, 
A g r i c u l t u r e , Engineering and Teaching 

The western and south-western bus services co n s i s t of 
three l i n e s Gargaresh, Gurgi and F l F e l l a h Here buses provide 
t r a n s p o r t f a c i l i t i e s f o r people l i v i n g w i t n i n the r e s i d e n t i a l 
areas as w e l l as f o r the employees of the i n d u s t r i a l zone of 
T r i p o l i of the Suani Road ( p o p u l a t i o n 26,188 i n 1 9 6 1 ) . ) 

There are other bus services operating i n the southern 
p a r t of T r i p o l i , serving f o u r quarters of the c i t y (the Shara 
e l Zawia, Shara e l Bey, Bu Harida and Shanty Town ( p o p u l a t i o n 
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51 , 9 3 7 i n 196*0 

I n a d d i t i o n , there are a l s o c i r c u l a r "bus s e r v i c e s operat­

ing w i t h i n the GBD and l i n k i n g the e a s t e r n areas with the 

western p a r t s of the c i t y and p a r t i c u l a r l y where the wholesale 

market i s s i t u a t e d 

The t o t a l number of buses operating w i t h i n the c i t y and 

i t s metropolitan region i s 60 An a d d i t i o n a l 21 buses operate 

only during the rush hours m the morning and evening A l l 

these bus s e r v i c e s are inadequate to cope with the needs of 

the population of the c i t y Consequently, the congestion on 

buses i s acute For example, the average number of t r a v e l l i n g 

passengers i s between 6 0 - 9 0 during the rush hours T h i s i s f a r 

above t h e i r normal c a p a c i t y and causes a great deal of discom­

f o r t to the passengers, e s p e c i a l l y as the company's buses have 

only one deck 

A l s o the absence of e f f e c t i v e and r e l i a b l e timetables for 

tne operating buses, and l a c k of f a c i l i t i e s f o r the standing 

passengers, makes p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t t r a v e l l i n g unpleasant T h i s 

i s p a r t l y due to the f a c t that p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t i s monopolised 

by a s i n g l e t r a n s p o r t company, and p a r t l y to the l a c k of ade­

quate s u p e r v i s i o n on the part of the municipal a u t h o r i t i e s 

About 5 0 , 0 0 0 of the population of T r i p o l i make bus journey 

per day e i t h e r to the CBD or to the i n d u s t r i a l zones of the 

c i t y Regular t r i p s are the most important d a i l y movement of 

the working population The t r i p s take p l a c e between the 

suburbs of T r i p o l i and other v i l l a g e s beyond the c i t y l i m i t s 
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to the c i t y Here the t r i p s involve workers, shopkeepers, and 

students of primary, secondary schools, and the Li b y a n Univer­

s i t y . Cross t r i p s are a l s o undertaken by workers who have jobs 

w i t h i n the i n d u s t r i a l zones of T r i p o l i S c a t t e r e d t r i p s are 

undertaken by the i n h a b i t a n t s of the r e s i d e n t i a l areas of the 

c i t y Here people make a number of d a i l y t r i p s to the CBD f o r 

shopping, entertainment, or medical v i s i t s to doctors 

Table 5 1 D i s t r i b u t i o n of d a i l y journeys to work, 
T r i p o l i , 1967 

Bus L i n e D i r e c t i o n 
of journey 

No of 
journeys 

Av No 
passengers 

1 Dahra-Suk e l Juma E a s t 56 3 , 3 6 0 

2 Arada-Suk e l Juma E a s t 56 3^360 
3 Amrus-Arada E a s t 5 6 3,360 
k Zenata-Arada E a s t 5 6 3,360 
5 Jama Bent e l Bay 7 0 lj.,200 
6 S i d i Mesri-Farnaj South-east 5 6 3,360 
7 Gargaresh "/est &k 5, OhO 
8 Gurgi West 56 3,360 
9 F e l l a h West 8i+ 5,0k0 

10 Hadba e l Khadra South-west 70 i+,200 
1 1 Accara-Sh e l Zawia South 3 6 2,1 20 
1 2 E l Ezaa South 5 6 3,360 
13 C i r c l e No 1 CBD 18 1 ,080 
Ik C i r c l e No 2 CBD 18 1 ,080 
15 C i r c l e No 3 CBD 18 1 ,080 
1 6 C i r c l e No k CBD 28 1 ,680 

T o t a l 818 ^ 9 , 0 ^ 0 

Source F i e l d Work Survey, T r i p o l i , 1 9 6 7 
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I t appears from Table 5 1 t h a t the eastern t r i p s form 
3 5 9 per cent of the t o t a l , western t r i p s c o n s t i t u t e 2 7 k per 
cent, t r i p s w i t h i n the Central Business D i s t r i c t form 10 per 
cent T r i p s to the southern p a r t of the c i t y c o n s t i t u t e 11 2 

per cent, whereas other t r i p s to the south-west ana south-east 
represent ^5 k per cent The d i s t r i b u t i o n of t r i p s r e f l e c t s 
the movement of the population from the r e s i d e n t i a l areas t o 
the C e n t r a l Business D i s t r i c t , and vice-versa T r i p s which 
take place w i t h i n the Central Business D i s t r i c t are g e n e r a l l y 
f o r shopping and entertainment 
(d) The number o± heavy vehicles has r i s e n i n recent years 
owing t o the increase i n the commercial and i n d u s t r i a l a c t i v i ­
t i e s and o i l developments The e x i s t i n g number of heavy 
vehicles i s about 5 , 0 0 0 , (the t o t a l number of heavy vehicles 
i n Libya was 2 5 , 6 2 5 m 1 9 6 7 ) and they provide the t r a n s p o r t 
services f o r the me t r o p o l i t a n area as w e l l aa f o r the whole 
T r i p o l i t a n i a n r e g i o n A high p r o p o r t i o n of these v e h i c l e s 
serve the p o r t area and tr a n s p o r t a l l d i f f e r e n t kinds of goods 
from the p o r t t o the warehouses w i t h i n the c i t y and i t s r e g i o n 
Some of these vehicles serve only the o i l companies, others 
provide t r a n s p o r t f a c i l i t i e s f o r the a g r i c u l t u r a l products 
of the r u r a l areas 

The number of people who are employed m heavy motor 
t r a n s p o r t i s 5,19^- of whom U , 7 3 3 are Libyans (91 1 per c e n t ) , 
the r e s t being I t a l i a n s 
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T r a d i t i o n a l means of t r a n s p o r t 
T r i p o l i has various types of p r i m i t i v e t r a n s p o r t f a c i l i ­

t i e s which are only used w i t h i n the Arab r e s i d e n t i a l areas and 
t r a d i t i o n a l shopping centie For example, carts p u l l e d by men 
are s t i l l used w i t h i n the Old Town f o r t r a n s p o r t i n g goods and 
f u r n i t u r e which cannot be transported by l o r r i e s owing to the 
narrowness of the s t r e e t s The number of carts of t h i s type i s 
about 150and i s decreasing, being replaced by donkey c a r t s i n the 
Old Town, and elsewhere being superseded by more modern types 
of t r a n s p o r t , e g motor vehicles 

There are over 3 0 0 c a r t s drawn by donkeys Their use i s 
confined to the Arab r e s i d e n t i a l areas outside the Old Town and 
the t r a d i t i o n a l r e t a i l i n g area, as w e l l as the whole t r a d i n g 
zone 

About 2 0 0 horse-drawn c a r t s operate g e n e r a l l y between the 
p o r t and the wholesale t r a d i n g area Ihey t r a n s p o r t goods and 
heavy m a t e r i a l s , and are p a r t i c u l a r l y u s e f u l f o r t r a n s p o r t i n g 
f u r n i t u r e This type of v e h i c l e i s s t i l l f u n c t i o n i n g w i t h i n 
the c i t y mainly because the cost of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n by t h i s 
means i s less than by l o r r i e s 

Horse-drawn landaux, which number 2 8 7 , are another means 
of l o c a l t r a n s p o r t They operate w i t h i n the c i t y l i m i t s where 
they have s p e c i a l parking areas These landaux are more 
popular than taxi-cabs owing to the f a c t t h a t they are cheaper 
They are also more convenient and are p a r t i c u l a r l y favoured by 
Libyan women who f i n d them more s a t i s f a c t o r y than taxi-cabs 
f o r s o c i a l reasons ( P l a t e 5 2 ) The m a j o r i t y of t h e i r business 
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takes place i n the mornings and the evenings ( 3 - 8 p m ) 
5 2 STREET PATTERN AND TRAFFIC VOLUME 

An examination of the s t r e e t p a t t e r n i s necessary f o r a 
f u l l understanding of the t r a f f i c flow and t r a f f i c volume and 
t h e i r problems w i t h i n the c i t y and i t s m e t r o p o l i t a n area 

The s t r e e t p a t t e r n of T r i p o l i takes the shape of the cobwel 
which has only one advantage ( l e shortening t r i p s ) over the 

(a \ 

conventional g r i d model ( F i g 5 2 ) v ' But the cobweb system 
of T r i p o l i has several disadvantages F i r s t l y , o r i e n t a t i o n 
of a l l r a d i a l t r a f f i c occurs towards the centre which can 
become congested and u l t i m a t e l y impassable This i s p a r t i c u ­
l a r l y t r u e f o r the Maidan As Shuhada which represents the 
t r a f f i c centre of T r i p o l i ( P l a t e 5 3 ) Secondly, the cobweb 
system tends t o add s t r e e t s w i t h i n i t s e s t ablished m a trix 
The tendency f o r these s t r e e t s t o i n t e r s e c t w i t h established 
f o u r - p o i n t i n t e r s e c t i o n s i s great and o f t e n leads t o the 
c r e a t i o n of overloaded crosbings w i t h problems s i m i l a r t o the 
c i t y centre Such p o i n t s as Bab Ben Gashir and Medaglio d'Oro 
are cases i n p o i n t ( F i g 5 2 ) Here the g r i d system has an 
advantage over the cobweb system I n other words, the a d d i ­
t i o n a l s t r e e t s w i t h i n the g r i d system are u s u a l l y necessary 
at the p e r i p h e r i e s of the area T h i r d l y , the cobweb model 
stands up w e l l i n comparison w i t h other s t r e e t systems only 
so long as i t i s r e t a i n e d i n i t s intended form Once the 
cobweb i s modified s i g n i f i c a n t l y , i t begins t o f a i l t o 
perform i t s intended f u n c t i o n of d i s t r i b u t i n g t r a f f i c over a 
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wide area of the c i t y Superimposed on the cobweb model, 
the T r i p o l i s t r e e t system loses i t s inherent advantage, 
c i r c u m f e r e n t i a l s , f o r example, which should o r i g i n a t e a t 
re g u l a r i n t e r v a l s along r a d i a l s t r e e t s , are found concentrated 
i n the Bah Gargaresh area (Point 1 ) 

Generally speaking, the e x i s t i n g cobweb model w i t h i n 
T r i p o l i , together w i t h the o r i e n t a t i o n of most of the c i t y 
t r a f f i c towards the downtown area and other commercial s t r e e t s , 
creates t r a f f i c problems f o r the l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s Moreover, 
i t impedes the t r a f f i c flow and delays m o t o r i s t s from g e t t i n g 
m t o the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t 

T r i p o l i has two types of s t r e e t p a t t e r n o l d and modern 
The former i s found i n the Old Town and other Arab r e s i d e n t i a l 
areas (see Chapter 2 ) Here the s t r e e t system i s mediaeval 
and c h a r a c t e r i z e d by narrowness of the s t r e e t s and i t s many 
cul-de-sacs ( F i g 2 2 ) The s t r e e t s are t h e r e f o r e impassable 
f o r modern means of t r a n s p o r t , and are only convenient f o r 
p r i m i t i v e l o c a l t r a n s p o r t such as c a r t s , wagons and horse 
landaux 

The modern s t r e e t p a t t e r n i s found i n the new sectors of 
T r i p o l i Here the s t r e e t p a t t e r n i s c l a s s i f i e d as major 
s t r e e t s , minor roads, and mam roads ( F i g 5 3 and k) 

The major s t r e e t s include Adrian P e l t , E l Baladia, I s t i q l a 
21+ December, Mizran, Amr Ibn E l Ass, Omar e l Mukhtar, El Rashid 
Maamun E l Maari, Baghdad, An Nasr, Mohamed A l l Essanussi etc 
These s t r e e t s c a i r y the heaviest t r a f f i c volume ( u s u a l l y m 



F i g u r e 5 3 

\ 

/ 9° 
\ 

UJ 

1 
Ul 

J 

/ Ul 

Ul 

/ 

CO 

UJ 
s CO 

U J 

UJ 

CO 
CO 



F i g u r e 5 4 

! 

I Ll A 

U J 

<=3 
L U 
U J 

5 
8 

O 2 



Mi 

e x c e s s o f 1000 v e h i c l e s / t y p i c a l h o u r ) and s i g n i f i c a n t t r u c k 

t r a f f i c ( u s u a l l y i n e x c e s s o f 100 t r u c k s / t y p i c a l h o u r ) T h e s e 

s t r e e t s v a r y i n t h e i r w i d t h (6->\h km ) and e n t i r e l e n g t h 

( 1 - 4 k i l o m e t r e s ) , and some do not c o n n e c t w i t h o t h e r main r o a d s 

The major s t r e e t p a t t e r n c o m p r i s e s "both one-way and two-

way s t r e e t s The f u s t i s founu. p a r t i c u l a r l y i n a l l c o m m e r c i a l 

s t r e e t s of t h e downtown a r e a o f the modern s e c t o r s u c h a s 

I s t i q l a l , 21+ December, M i z r a n , Amr I b n A s s , C a i r o and Baghdad 

( P l a t e s 5 U and 5 ) The seco n d i n c l u d e s Omar e l Mukhtar, E l 

R a s h i d and Maari ( P i g 5 5 ) The s t r e e t s of one-way s y s t e m 

were d e s i g n e d by bhe e x - I t a l i a n A d m i n i s t r a t i o n f o r two-way 

t r a f f i c T h i s was due to the I t a l i a n p l a n of s t r e e t s and p a r t l y 

to t h e l i m i t e d number o f v e h i c l e s , w h i c h d i d not exceed l+,000 

a t t h e end o f the I t a l i a n r u l e T h i s number, m f a c t , 

r e p r e s e n t s o n l y 5 p e r c e n t of the t o t a l number of v e h i c l e s a t 

the p r e s e n t time T h e r e f o i e the l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s m T r i p o l i 

were o b l i g e d to modify the I t a l i a n s y s t e m of t he t r a f f i c t o 

one-way s t r e e t s w i t h i n t h e downtown a r e a T h i s new s y s t e m was 

i n t r o d u c e d i n o r d e r t o en a b l e t h e s t r e e t s to f u n c t i o n p r o p e r l y 

and cope w i t h t h e heavy t r a f f i c e x e r t e d on the downtown a r e a 

of T r i p o l i 

Omar e l Mukhtar i s one o f t h e p r i n c i p a l means of t r a f f i c 

a c c e s s to t h e downtown of T r i p o l i and the o n l y major s t r e e t 

l e a d i n g t o t he w e s t e r n p a r t o f the c i t y 

The 2L\. December S t r e e t a l s o c a r r i e s a heavy volume of 

t r a f f i c , a l l of w h i c h i s d i r e c t e d away from t h e downtown T r i p o l ] 
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P l a t e 5.5 Congestion of t r a f f i c i n 24 December s t r e e t 
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Here the s t r e e t i s to be considered s i m i l a r m i t s dual r o l e 
to t h a t of Omar e l Mukhtar 1 e i t c a r r i e s l a r g e amounts of 
t r a f f i c , and serves adjacent commercial establishments 
simultaneously 

I i z r a n , I s t i q l a l and Amr I b n e l Ass St r e e t s have s i m i l a r 
t r a f f i c f u n c t i o n 1 e c a n y i i g h i g h t r a f f i c volume from the 
middle zone t o the core of the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t I t 
i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o note t n a t the l o c a t i o n of the Maidan As 
Shuhad^'the square or roundabout" at the top of the above 
s t r e e t s i s s i g n i f i c a n t Here the square receives a l l t r a f f i c 
flow generating from the south I n other words, the square 
represents the centre of the cobweb model upon which the c i t y 
t r a f f i c system i s Dased (Figs 5 6 and 7 ) I t handles a great 
amount o± t r a f f i c exceeding i t s normal capacity l i m i t This 
i s r e l a t e d to i t s s i t e s i g n i f i c a n c e and i t s a c c e s s i b i l i t y t o 
the commercial s t r e e t s l o cated w i t h i n and near the coie of 
the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t 

A d rian P e l t Street i s also of primary importance t o bhe 
urban t r a f f i c of the c i t y I t i s s i t u a t e d along the sea coast 
of the c i t y , extending from Castle Square t o tne Karamanli 
mole to the east of T r i p o l i harbour ( P l a t e 5 6 ) Most of the 
s t r e e t t r a f f i c (1+2 per cent) e i t h e r o r i g i n a t e s or terminates 
near the Castle Square Another 1 8 per cent of the s t r e e t 
t r a f f i c volume crosses the IJaidan As Shuhada on through t r i p s 
o r i g i n a t i n g and t e r m i n a t i n g f a r from t h a t p o i n t The r e s t of 
the b u i l d-UD of the s t r e e t t r a f f i c , kO per cent, takes place 



P l a t e 5.6(A) Ad r i a n P e l t s t r e e t : northern s e c t i o n . 
Note the s t r e e t parking. 

P l a t e 5.6(B) Adrian P e l t s t r e e t , middle s e c t i o n 
Note the t r a d i t i o n a l means of t r a n s p o r t . 
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between the c e n t r a l Libyan Government o f f i c e complex and the 
K h a l i d I"bn e l Walid Street as w e l l as "between the Waddan h o t e l 
and i n t e r s e c t i o n of the A d i l a n P e l t and 21 November Streets 

An Nasr S t r e e t i s l o c ated t o the south of the c e n t r a l 
"business d i s t r i c t and the n o r t h of the middle zone Thus the 
s t r e e t c o n t r i b u t e s enormously t o the t r a f f i c f low generating 
from both the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t and the middle zones 
The s t r e e t also l i n k s the eastern p a r t of T r i p o l i w i t h the 
upper class r e s i d e n t i a l areas of Gargaresh and Giorgimpopoli 
I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o note t h a t the s t r e e t was constructed by 
the M u n i c i p a l i t y m 1965, i n order t o r e l i e v e the t r a f f i c flow 
exerted on the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t 

The minor roads are located throughout the c e n t r a l busmes 
d i s t r i c t , middle and outer zones of T r i p o l i They are o f t e n 
of short l e n g t h , but they i n v a r i a b l e terminate at a major 
s t r e e t or another minor road They are also f r e q u e n t l y used 
as s u b s t i t u t e f o r major s t r e e t s and thereby become s e r i o u s l y 
over used, and some are congested, such as the Shara e l Zawia, 
Shara e l Kebir, T r i q £s Sur etc Ihe minor roads are only 
intended to c a r r y t r a f f i c between major s t r e e t s and main 
roads, and they are expected t o c a r r y a large volume of 
t r a f f i c at a moderately high speed 

Mam roads include Mallaha, Tripoli-Homb, T r i p o l i - I d r i s 
A i r p o r t , Suani-Azizia and Gargaresh-Zawia Each of these 
roads can be described as "legs" or c a r r i e r s of large amounts 
of t r a f f i c , i n c l u d i n g t r u c k s from and areas outside T r i p o l i 
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c i t y v/hile the types and volumes of t r a f f i c on each of these 
"legs" may d i f f e r considerably, a l l these main roads can "be 
considered the major sources of t r a f f i c e n t e r i n g T r i p o l i as 
w e l l as primary o u t l e t s f o r t r a f f i c l e a v i n g the c i t y 

Mallaha Road i s located t o the east of T r i p o l i l i n k i n g the 
c i t y w i t h tne j/heelus F i e l d (American A i r Base 7 km to the 
east of T r i p o l i ) The road was constructed "by the American 
A i r Force i n 1 9 6 2 t o serve the "base The road i s the most 
w e l l constructed I t i s 30 m wide and 7 kms long I t p r o ­
vides also t r a n s p o r t services t o the Suk e l Juma d i s t r i c t 

Tripoli-Homs Road l i n k s the c i t y w i t h Hons, MJsurata as 
f a r as Benghazi ard the eastern Libyan "border The road 
receives a great deal of t r a f f i c coming from the east as w e l l 
receives a l l t r a f f i c coming from the main eastern r e g i o n a l 
road The peak hour of the t r a f f i c occurs at the e a r l y morning 
7 - 9 a m and at 5 - 6 p m Bah Ben Gashir i s s i t u a t e d t o the 
south-easb of T r i p o l i and l i n k s the c i t y w i t h I d r i s A i r p o r t 
( 2 6 km t o the south of T r i p o l i ) I t i s very important to 
the urban t r a f f i c of the c i t y , "because i t receives a consider­
able amount of t r a f f i c through Shara Sa y y i d i The peak hour 
occurs between 1 2 - 1 p m , when the o i l companies' employees 
r e t u r n home during the lunch hour The t r a f f i c f low i s h i g h , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y between 8 - 9 a m , 1 - 2 p m , and 5 - 7 p m ( T i g 5 6 ) 

Suani Road l i n k s the c i t y w i t h the i n d u s t r i a l zone as w e l l 
as w i t n othei i n t e r i o r towns of the Jefara P l a i n and Jebel 
Garian, and i s considered one of the b u s i e s t mam roads of 
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T r i p o l i , because i t serves not only the c i t y i t s e l f , but also 
other parts of T r i p o l i t a n i a The automobile t r a f f i c exerts 
heavy pressure on t h i s road, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the e a r l y morning 
between 7 - 9 a m and between 1 - 2 p m and 5 - 6 p m During 
these hours the road has a great deal of heavy t r a f f i c ffhich 
can lead t o delays of a quarter of an hour or so, p r i m a r i l y 
due t o tne f a c t t h a t there i s a high p r o p o r t i o n of employees 
work w i t h i n tne i n d u s t r i a l zone ( P l a t e 5 7 ) 

Gargaresh-Zawia Road i s s i t u a t e d t o the west of the c e n t r a l 
business d i s t r i c t l i n k i n g the c i t y centre w i t h Gargaresh, 
Zawia and other major towns of the c o a s t a l zone The road 
terminates at the western border Therefore the road receives 
a h i g h amount of t r a f f i c from the c i t y t o the upper class 
r e s i d e n t i a l areas of Giorgimpopoli and Gargaresh as w e l l as 
between Zawia and T r i p o l i The road c a r r i e s a heavy t r a f f i c 
f l ow e s p e c i a l l y d u r i n g the morning between 7 -1 O a m and i n 
the evening between 6 - 8 p m ( F i g 5 7 ) 

The existence of several i n t e r s e c t i o n s both w i t h i n and 
outside of the C e n t r a l Business D i s t r i c t of T r i p o l i i s also of 
great importance to the t r a f f i c f low The Maidan As Shuhada 
i s the most important i n t e r s e c t i o n w i t h i n the downtown area 
of T r i p o l i I t i s s i t u a t e d a t the extreme n o r t h of the modern 
sector and t o the south of the Old lown Here the i n t e r s e c t i o n 
of the Maidan i s overworked and heavy t r a f f i c pressure i s 
exerted on tne roundabout, p a r t i c u l a r l y by v e h i c l e s e n t e r i n g 
the downtown area from the Omar e l Mukhtar, Mizran and Adrian 
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P l a t e 5.7(A) T r a f f i c flow at A z i z i a Gate 
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P l a t e 5.7(B) A z i z i a Gate. 
Note the poor p l a n of the i n t e r s e c t i o n . 
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P e l t Streets Therefore the Maidan As Shuhada has the 
heaviest t r a f f i c , not only i n T r i p o l i , "but i n the whole of 
Libya 

The i n t e r s e c t i o n of the Omar e l Mukhtar w i t h the Maari 
Str e e t s i s narrow and congested, one side of which, from the 
Omar e l Mukhtar Str e e t t o the Maari S t r e e t , i s d i f f i c u l t t o 
negotiate There i s heavy t r a f f i c exerted c o n s t a n t l y on t h i s 
i n t e r s e c t i o n from three main roads This i s due t o the 
p r o x i m i t y of the i n t e r s e c t i o n t o the CBD and the p o r t area 

An Nasr Street has three i n t e r s e c t i o n s s i t u a t e d i n 
d i f f e r e n t s i t e s , none of which are adequate t o cope w i t h heavy 
t r a f f i c exerted on the s t r e e t Apart from the volume of 
t r a f f i c , they are of f a u l t y design, being e i t h e r semi-
roundabouts, or having no roundabout spaces 

Maidan e l Jazaer ( A l g e r i a Square) i n t e r s e c t i o n i s s i t u a t e d 
between the Roman Catholic cathedral and T r i p o l i Town H a l l 
I t f u n c t i o n s s a t i s f a c t o r i l y as a roundabout but f a i l s com­
p l e t e l y when i t assumes i t s dual f u n c t i o n as a parking place 
For example, the incidence of double parking, and d r i v e r s 
searching f o r parking spaces, tends t o c l o g t h i s roundabout 
t o a p o i n t where t r a f f i c f low i s o f t e n s e r i o u s l y impeded 

The i n t e r s e c t i o n of H a i t i and 22+ December Streets I B 

characterized by extremely narrow approaches t o the t r a f f i c 
s i g n a l , p a r t i c u l a r l y along H a i t i S t r e e t This c o n s t r i c t i o n 
serves to reduce capacity at t h i s p o i n t and there i s urgent 
need t o reshape the whole s t r e e t so as to connect i t w i t h the 
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Muneider Str e e t t o enable the H a i t i S t r e e t t o cope w i t h heavy 
t r a f f i c exerted on i t Once again the i n t e r s e c t i o n of H a i t i 
and 21+ December must be reshaped i n order to f u n c t i o n s a t i s ­
f a c t o r i l y and reduce over-capacity exerted on the Maidan As 
Shuhada (Plates 5 8 and 9 ) 

There are another seven i n t e r s e c t i o n s s i t u a t e d i n d i f f e i e n t 
s i t e s along Mohammed A l l Essaraussi St r e e t They are too close 
t o be pe r m i t t e d to operate independently of each other Without 
some synchronization between the two red and green s i g n a l s the 
t r a f f i c f l o w along the s t r e e t i s s e r i o u s l y d i s r u p t e d and m 
danger of b u i l d i n g up from Sayyidi S t r e e t t o Zawia S t r e e t 
Also the i n t e r s e c t i o n a t the Sayyidi S t r e e t i s f u r t h e r burdened 
by the entrance t o the T r i p o l i Central H o s p i t a l which operates 
as a f i f t h p o i n t of the i n t e r s e c t i o n The h o s p i t a l entrance 
poses a serious t r a f f i c hazard, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the case of 
f a s t moving vehicles such as ambulances Consequently, the 
t r a f f i c a t t h i s i n t e r s e c t i o n i s only p e r m i t t e d t o t u r n l e f t m 
two of the f o u r p o s s i b l e a l t e r n a t i v e s and the r e s u l t i n g delays 
m t r a f f i c f low are considerable 

Medaglio d'Oro, which c o n s t i t u t e s the f i f t h p o i n t 
roundabout, accommodating two major s t r e e t s ( E l Maazi and Ben 
Ahur) and one minor road ( K h a l i d I b n e l W a l i d ) , i s p o o r l y 
designed, r e q u i r i n g vehicles e n t e r i n g Mohammed A l l Tssanussi 
to back up considerably and thereby block the flow of other 
t r a f t i c 

The two i n t e r s e c t i o n s of both Pashlum and E l Mutammer are 



P l a t e 5.8 Maidan Ash Shuhada which r e p r e s e n t s the top of the coweb system. 

• 

• 

P l a t e 5.9 C a s t l e Square 
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very poor and cannot cope w i t h the generation of the heavy 
t r a f f i c F u rther, there are two important i n t e r s e c t i o n s , 
namely Bah Gargaresh and Bah Ben Gasnir They are located 
outside ol the Cen t r a l Business D i s t r i c t Bah Gargaresh l i e s 
t o the west of the c i t j . and i t i s used "by l a r g e amounts of 
t r a f f i c , i n c l u d m b a s i g n i f i c a n t amount of heavy trucks and 
buses, the t r a f i i c i s forced to negotiate a makeshift roundaboul 
at the i n t e r s e c t i o n of the s t r e e t s 01 the Omar e l Mukhtar, 
Mohammed A l l Fssanussi, Zawia and Gurgi roads Here the 
i n t e r s e c t i o n becomes very blocked up w i t h heavy t r a f f i c which 
i s generated from various roads ana flows i n t o the i n t e r ­
s e ctions, and wi t h o u t tne assistance of at l e a s t one t r a f f i c 
policeman, the t r a f i i c movement i s i n p o s s i b l e 
5 3 PARKING 

There are about 5 , 5 9 9 parking places i n T r i p o l i , 838 ( 1 5 

per cent) ol which are considered as e i t h e r i l l e g a l or located 
on tne pavements of tne commercial s t r e e t s , namely Omar e l 
Mukhtar, 2k December, I s t i q l a l and Mizran Most of the major 
parking places are s i t u a t e d / i t h i n the Central Business 
D i s t r i c t They vary i n area from one to anothex The most 
important ones are as fo l l o w s -
1 The Castle Square, between the c a s t l e and the modern sector, 

can provide parking places f o r aDout 100 cars 
2 Tersana Square, lo c a t e d at the f r o n t of the Bank of Libya 

along the seaside About 200 cars can f i n d parking f a c i l i ­
t i e s heie The Tersana Square i s g e n e r a l l y used by the 
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o f f i c i a l s of the Bank of Libya as w e l l as by others 
( P l a t e 5 10) 

3 Gazala Square i s also a convenient parking place near the 
seaside, and i t can provide parking f a c i l i t i e s f o r about 
60 cars * 

Other free parking l o t s are s i t e d along the Adrian P e l t , 
Baladia, I b n Saud S t r e e t s , etc The parking of cars i s 
allowed w i t h i n these s t r e e t s without charge This enables 

businessmen and others t o park t h e i r cars away from the 
commercial s t r e e t s 

I n a d d i t i o n , there i s a rent parking system f o r l i m i t e d 
p e r i o d of time This parking system was introduced by the 
M u n i c i p a l i t y of T r i p o l i on the major commercial s t r e e t s I t 
comprises 280 metres, i n s t a l l e d along the r i g h t side of the 
parking s t r e e t s Parking i s l i m i t e d f o r a maximum of two 
hours The r e n t parking system has solved, t o some extent, 
the problem of par k i n g , p a r t i c u l a r l y w i t h i n the major s t r e e t s 
which are cha r a c t e r i z e d by heavy t r a f f i c of both vehicles 
and pedestrians 

A l l the e x i s t i n g parking places, whether they are f r e e or 
w i t h charge, are inadequate, e s p e c i a l l y during working hours 
This i s due p a r t l y t o the narrowness of the major s t r e e t s and 
t h e i r poor planning, and p a r t l y to the i n c r e a s i n g number of 
vehicles w i t h i n the c i t y Also, the v i r t u a l non-existence of 
o f f - s t r e e t parking f a c i l i t i e s which are commonly recognized as 
e s s e n t i a l t o the downtown areas i s another c o n t r i b u t o r y f a c t o r 



P l a t e 5.10(A) Parking p l a c e at Tersana square near Bank of L i b y a 

P l a t e 5.10(B) Tersana Square - Car park 
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t o the congestion of the c e n t r a l area s t r e e t s 
5 4 ROAD ACCIDENTS 

The incr e a s i n g number of v e h i c l e s , together w i t h the 
design of the s t r e e t p a t t e r n , has c o n t r i b u t e d t o the high r a t e 
of road accidents w i t h i n the c i t y and i t s m e t r o p o l i t a n area 
Also, the lack of speed l i m i t s on vehicles i s a c o n t r i b u t o r y 
f a c t o r , p a r t i c u l a r l y on the r e g i o n a l roads and highways of the 
c i t y Other f a c t o r s are also important c o n t r i b u t o r s t o the 
increase of road accidents, such as carelessness on the p a r t 
of d r i v e r s and l a c k of understanding of t r a f f i c s i g n a l s , as 
w e l l as absence of law against d r i n k i n g and d r i v i n g 

Table 5 2 Number of road accidents occurred i n 
T r i p o l i between 1 951 -1 965 

Year No of persons No of persons No of damaged Year k i l l e d i n j u r e d v e h i c l e s 
1951 35 3 9 6 508 
1 9 5 2 3 9 3 5 7 4 4 7 
1 9 5 3 29 481 753 

56 804 979 
1 9 5 5 38 909 1 ,114 
1 9 5 6 32 9 0 6 1 , 5 1 8 
1 9 5 7 37 943 1 , 3 1 0 
1958 4 4 1 , 1 4 0 1 ,524 
1 9 5 9 27 1 , 0 0 2 1 , 6 6 2 
1 9 6 0 4 8 1 , 0 2 8 

1 ,029 
1 , 7 0 3 

1961 4 7 
1 , 0 2 8 
1 ,029 1 , 3 6 8 

1962 42 889 1 , 3 6 8 
1 9 6 3 56 1 , 0 6 5 1 , 9 1 0 
1964 67 1 , 3 2 6 2,003 
1965 68 1 , 7 7 0 1 , 3 9 3 

Source T r a f f i c P o l i c e , 
Department of the Western Region, 
T r i p o l i , 1 9 6 6 
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This t a b l e reveals t h a t the number of frequency of road 
accidents vhich r e s u l t e d i n deaths was extremely high between 
1951 and 1965 The number of accidents has nearly doubled i n 
the 15 years The frequency 01 road accidents which r e s u l t e d 
i n i n j u r i e s to persons increased by l o u r "times, and danage t o 
vehicles t r e b l e d 

Moot of tnese accidents which took place were caused by 
I o n l e s and trucks This i s explained p a r t l y by the f a c t of 
the narrov/ness of the roads (about s i x metres), together w i t h 
l a c k of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y on the pa r t 01 many l o r r y and t r u c k 
d r i v e r s who cause the m a j o r i t y of road accidents T a x i - d r i v e r s 
are also resoonsible f o r many of the reported accidents These 
accidents u s u a l l y occur on bhe Tripoli-Hons and T r i p o l i - Z a w i a 
highways, wne±e some areas are l o c a l l y I c a l l e d "death spots " 
Many of tnese accidents are causea by t a x i d r i v e r s a t high 
speeds on these highways regardless of the numerous dangerous 
bends 
5 5 TRIPOLI PORT 

The p o r t and harbour are located t o the n o r t h of the c i t y 
at 32°5VN and 13°11'E (Plates 5 11 and 12) During the 
I t a l i a n r u l e , the p o r t has been e s t a b l i s h e d i n a n a t u r a l bay 
which has been f u r t h e r p r o t e c t e d t o the n o r t h by the i n s t a l l a t i o n 
of a Spanish mole 2,000 metres m le n g t h , and to the east by 
Karamanli mole 825 metres long ( i i g 5 8) Thus t h i s gives the 
po r t a very considerable amount of sheltered water The p r i n c i ­
p a l a c t i v i t i e s 01 the p o r t take place m the north-west s e c t i o n 
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The i n s t a l l a t i o n s of the p o r t consist of several docks 
1 Bulk goods docks excluding s i l o goods 
2 The s i l o dock i s mainly a l l o c a t e d f o r the discharge of 

g r a i n Cement i s also stored i n t h i s area 
3 The general cargo docks are mainly dominated "by the import 

of general cargoes 
k The cold-storage goods dock i s used only f o r t h i s type of 

goods 
5 The car f e r r y dock f o r unloading cars on the Karamanli 

mole 
6 The passenger t r a f f i c dock i s also s i t u a t e d w i t h i n the 

Spanish mole There i s no separate dock p u r e l y f o r 
(2 ) 

passenger vessels v 1 

Table 5 3 The mechanical and handling equipment of 
T r i p o l i p o r t , 1966 

Kind of mechanical and 
handling equipment Number 

Mobile cranes 21 (between 2\ and 1 0 tons) 
F l o a t i n g crane 1 (60 tons) 
F o r k - l i f t t rucks 2 of 6 tons 
L i g h t e r s 8 of 1 00 tons each 
Pontoons \\ 
Tractors 16 

T r a i l e r s 30 

Source Scandiaconsult I n t e r n a t i o n a l , Extension of T r i p o l i 
Harbour. T r i p o l i , 1966, p 2 
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The depth of the harbour quays varies from 8 f t o to 
28 f t 9 ms , so only vessels drawing less than 27'6" are 
allowed t o enter the p o r t The len g t h and depth of the 
various quays and the area of sheds and open-air storage 
places are as f o l l o w s 

Table 5 k Quays and Storage Spaces of the Port of 
T r i p o l i i n 1965 

Quays Storage space m m 
Depth i n f t Length m f t Covered Open 

8-1 0 931 1 6,01+6 17,71+2 

16 222 - -
15-23 1 ,085 8,625 l+,300 

22-26 2,U30 - -
21+ 350 - -
25 1+60 - -
29'9» 1+00 - -

T o t a l 5,878 21+, 671 22,01+2 

Source Doxiadis Associates, T r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n L i b y a , 
Athens, 1 965, P 1 68 

Thus, the t o t a l l e n g t h o f quays does not exceed 1,800 

metres approximately The deeper p a r t which comprises 1l+0 

metres i s used e x c l u s i v e l y f o r the unloading of petroleum 
products, whereas another 300 metres of a d r a f t under 12 f t 
are unsuitable f o r the mooring of ships Of the remaining 
l e n g t h , only about 1,000 metres have a depth of more than 
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22 f t and car be used by medium size vessels 
Also, the storage spaces are inadequate to cope w i t h the 

increasing a c t i v i t i e s of the p o r t About 5,000-7,000 tons of 
goods, f o r instance, can be stored i n the e x i s t i n g storage 
spaces This capacity w i l l be increased by 2-3,500 tons when 
the new extensions are completed However, even so, i t w i l l 
be inadequate f o i tne present a c t i v i t i e s of the p o r t This 
i s p r i m a r i l y due t o the f a c t t h a t the open-storage spaces are 
used almost e x c l u s i v e l y f o r cargoes of the o i l companies, and 
there i s p r a c t i c a l l y no space l e f t f o r f a c i l i t a t i n g the move­
ment of otner t r a f f i c Furthermore, both the mechanical equip­
ment and the l i g h t e r a g e f a c i l i t i e s of the p o r t are t o t a l l y 
i n s u f f i c i e n t f o r serving even i t s present needs 

With the exception of 1962, no d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n i s 
a v a i l a b l e on the size and the type of ships using T r i p o l i 
harbour I n 1962, the p o r t was v i s i t e d Dy 1,329 merchant ships 
from 26 d i f f e r e n t countries (Appendix I I Table 1 ) Most of 
these ships were r e g i s t e r e d i n I t a l i a n , B r i t i s h and German 
p o r t a , but they were of a small size Vessels belonging to 
American snipovners had the l a r g e s t net r e g i s t e r e d tonnage, 
followed by those of German, B r i t i s h and I t a l i a n vessels I t 
i s noted also t h a t most of the vessels of the Mediterranean 
countries are g e n e r a l l y of a size between 200 and 1,500 

deadweight tons, and maximum l e i ^ u h and beam of 75 and 12 

metres r e s p e c t i v e l y The d r a i t can be estimated to amount to 
a maximum of 5 0 metres Vessels of the Northern European 
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countries which v i s i t T r i p o l i p o r t are of l a r g e r size w i t h a 
deadweight capacity of 100-2,500 deadweight tons The l e n g t h 
of these vessels i s "between 90-120 metres w ' American ships 
v i s i t i n g l u p o l i are bigger t h a i Luropean ones, and u s u a l l y 
exceed 8, OOOdeadweignt tons The l e n g t h of these ships varies 
between 135-150 metres 

The tankers t r a n s p o r t i n g l e f m e d petroleum products are 
also discharged i n the p o r t of T r i p o l i at the ivaramanli mole 
Ihe deadweight capacity of these tankers i s 33,000 tons w i t h 
a length of 220 metres and maximum d r a f t when en t e r i n g harbour 
of 9 0 metres 

The commercial cargoes which were unloaded through the 
po r t of T r i p o l i have increased m recent years This was 
p a r t l y due t o the o i l e x p l o r a t i o n s i n Libya and p a r t l y to the 
commercial and i n d u s t r i a l a c t i v i t i e s For example, imports 
of commercial cargoes has r i s e n from 558 ,757 tons i n 1956 t o 
1 ,220,11+3 tons m 1 965, of which 219,362 tons consisted of 
petroleum products and 952,11+6 tons of commercial goods 
(Appendi v I I Table 2) About o n e - t h i r d of the imported goods 
which were unloaded through the po r t consisted of b u i l d i n g 
m a t e r i a l s , other included f o o d s t u f f s , household a r t i c l e s , 
c l o t hes, t e x t i l e s , etc 

The r a t e increase of comnercial cargoes has amounted t o 
181+ per cent between 1956-1965 This was mainly due t o the 
r a p i d increase of imports, wnereas the export cargoes 
declined through T r i o o l i p o r t owing t o the decrease of the 
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exported a g r i c u l t u r a l raw m a t e r i a l s , such as esparto, "barley, 
o l i v e o i l , groundnuts, etc 

The annual revenue of the p o r t has r i s e n from about £h 

m i l l i o n i n 1956 to ZL •\h m i l l i o n s anu OL 1 8 m i l l i o n s m 1965 

and 1968 r e s p e c t i v e l y 
Passenger t r a f f i c 

Figures f o r passenger movement are a v a i l a b l e only f o r 1963 

amounting t o l\.9h^l\. passengers departing and 3,98^- a r r i v i n g 
These f i g u r e s rose consideraoly m the subsequent years due to 
large numbers of Moslem p i l g r i m s going t o Mecca I t i s e s t i ­
mated t h a t these f i g u r e s reached 1U,000 i n 1966 

Apart from the p i l g r i m t r a f i i c , there i s an I t a l i a n 
vessel working r e g u l a r l y between T r i p o l i and ijaples I n t h i s 
instance most of the passengers are I t a l i a n s who are v i s i t i n g 
t h e i r nomes i n I t a l y 

Hie p o r t of T r i p o l i employs a considerable amount of dock 
laboui There are 2,500 r e g i s t e r e d dock v/orkers, of whom 75 

are permanent and remunerated w i t h weekly wa bea of £h 8 Od 
per worker, and the r e s t are p a i d only when there i s a c t u a l 
tfork I t i s notev/oithy t h a t the average d a i l y requirements 
of the p o r t come to about 600 workers 

The aoove system of employing labour has important 
repercussions upon the q u a l i t y of labour l<or example, the 
i n s e c u r i t y oi employment acts as a l e p e l l a n t which d r i v e s a l l 
good and s k i l l e d workers avay fiom tae p o r t They tend t o 
f o l l o w s t e a d i e r jobs, even i f they are less w e l l paid, and the 
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only labour which remains a v a i l a b l e f o r the p o r t operations 
are tnose unsuitable workers who cannot f i n d r e g u l a r jobs 
elsewhere Most of the p o r t ' s workers are from the Shanty 
Town and other low income groups who have migrated t o T r i p o l i 
i n recent years 
Conclusion 

I t can be seen t h a t the t r a f f i c problems w i t h i n the urban 
area of T r i p o l i are acute owing t o several f a c t o r s F i r s t l y , 
the I t a l i a n master plan of the c i t y d i d not take i n t o account 
the f u t u i e needs of the c i t y Secondly, the l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s 
f a i l e d t o widen the major highways, s t r e e t s and construct new 
roads and subways together w i t h large i n t e r s e c t i o n s i n order 
t o cope w i t h the increasing number of cars w i t h i n the c i t y 
T h i r d l y , the l o c a t i o n of the Central Business D i s t r i c t 
r e s t r i c t s a l l ousiness and commercial a c t i v i t i e s t o a few 
s t r e e t s Phis, i n f a c t , gives r i s e to congestion of cars and 
other means of t r a d i t i o n a l t r a n s p o r t , e s p e c i a l l y m the 
t r a n s i t i o n a l zone F o u r t h l y , the frequency of road accidents 
r e f l e c t s poor planning of s t r e e t s and roads and absence of 
s u f f i c i e n t l i g h t i n g along the roads F i n a l l y , T r i p o l i p o r t 
s t i l l lacks adequate space f o r unloading goods and machinery, 
causing congestion of vessels m the harbour 
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CHAPTER VI 

HOUSING 

Housing development i s tne most s t r i k i n g f e a t u r e of the 
urban growth o i T r i p o l i during the l a s t f i f t e e n years ( 1 9 5 2 -

1966) Housing expansion has taken place m many d i r e c t i o n s , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the west and south of T r i p o l i , where new 
r e s i d e n t i a l areas have been created Although housing expan­
s i o n has been v a s t , i t has not kept pace w i t h the h i g h demand 
f o r houses, owing to the r a p i d increase i n p o p u l a t i o n of the 
c i t y Consequently the Shanty Town emerged and o l d r e s i d e n t i a l 
areas have degenerated i n t o slums Rises i n rents are also 
another housing problem, created by the shortage of housing 
stock to s a t i s f y the market demand Government housing 
schemes have also been, important i n the r e s i d e n t i a l development 
of the c i t y A l l these f a c t o r s w i l l be examined i n d e t a i l 
6 1 LAND VALUES AND LAND SPECULATION 

I n Libya i n general and T r i p o l i m p a r t i c u l a r , the o i l 
e x p l o r a t i o n s of 195t>, the o i l d iscoveries of 1959, and the o i l 
production which s t a r t e d i n 1961, had a great impact not only 
on the economy of the country as a whole but also on the land 
values w i t h i n urban centres T r i p o l i , being the l a r g e s t c i t y 
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i n L ibya, has experienced since 1956 a great and continuous 
r i s e m land pr i c e s This d r a s t i c change i n the land value 
i s governed by two ma^or f a c t o r s geographic and economic 

The geographical f a c t o i can be examined through the land 
use of the c i t y F i r s t l y , the highest land values are found 
w i t h i n the core of the C e n t r a l Business D i s t r i c t Here the 
land p r i c e per square metre exceeds 5L.100 ( F i g 6 1 ) . This 
i n t e n s i t y of land p r i c e s w i t h i n the core of the CBD i s due 
p r i m a r i l y to i t s commercial use which gives a good r e t u r n t o 
the i n v e s t o r The land may be developed by b u i l d i n g s w i t h 
h igh storeys i n which banks, o f f i c e s and shops are accommodated 
Elsewhere w i t h i n the CBD land p r i c e s are lower, about £L 51 -1 00, 
31-60 and 18-30 per square metre But land values are r i s i n g 
annually owing t o the great demand f o r commercial s i t e s The 
owners of o l d p r o p e r t i e s are being persuaded by the h i g h 
p r i c e s of land to s e l l t h e i r p r o p e r t i e s i n order t o be developed: 
f o r h i g h s t o r e y b u i l d i n g s 

W i t h i n the r e s i d e n t i a l areas high p r i c e s are being 
experienced m the upper class and middle class r e s i d e n t i a l 
zones of the Shara Ben Ashur, Garden C i t y , Shara Mizran, Shara 
Be l k h a i r and Shara e l Garbi This, i n f a c t , i s r e l a t e d t o the 
p r o x i m i t y and a c c e s s i b i l i t y of these sectors t o the CBD 
Here the land p r i c e i s £L 18-30 per square metre I t i s h i g h l y 
important t o p r i v a t e i n v e s t o r s as i t i s s u i t a b l e f o r h i g h s t o r e j 
b u i l d i n g s and v i l l a s Medium land p r i c e s (£L 11-17 per square 
metre) are found m the western sectors of T r i p o l i (Giorgim-
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1 p o p o l i and Gargaresh areas) Although these areas have a 
h i g h standard of l i v i n g , land p r i c e s are lower, due p a r t l y 
to the f a c t t h a t each v i l l a g e n e r a l l y consists of one or two 
f l o o r s and occupies an average 500 square metres, and p a r t l y 
"because the v i l l a does not give a very high r e t u r n i n compari­
son mth m u l t i - s t o r e y f l a t s I n other words, the i n v e s t o r 
p r e f e r s t o b u i l d h i g h s t o r e y b u i l d i n g s which give him a higher 
monthly income 

Land values w i t h i n other r e s i d e n t i a l areas of the Arab 
quarters vary between £L 11-17 and £L 6-10 per square metre, 
depending e n t i r e l y on the s i t e of tne land and i t s a c c e s s i b i ­
l i t y to the main roads and bus services as w e l l as on the 
existence of a shopping centre I n other words, the w e l l s i t e d 
land i s more expensive than the land which i s s i t u a t e d away 
from the urban f a c i l i t i e s Also the p r o x i m i t y t o the GBD i s of 
considerable importance i n the e v a l u a t i o n of the s i t e This 
can be noted i n the land p r i c e s of both Shara Ben Ashur and 
Shara e l Kebir quarters Here the p r i c e s i n 1966 have reached 
£L 17 per square metre On the other hand, land p r i c e s are 
cheaper m the Zawiet e l Dahmani and E l N u f l e i n quarters 
This i s r e l a t e d t o the existence of the a g r i c u l t u r a l lands and 
absence of s o c i a l and economic services Therefore the land i s 
not d e s i r a b l e f o r urban development on the p a r t of both 
i n v e s t o r s and p r i v a t e b u i l d e r s . 

The lowest p r i c e s on the land market are found w i t h i n the 
low class r e s i d e n t i a l areas of the G-ott e l Shaal ( t o the west oi 
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T r i p o l i ) and Ras Hassan ( t o the south-east) Here the land 
i s less d e s i r a b l e to middle class people owing t o a v a r i e t y 
of reasons, absence of p u b l i c u t i l i t i e s (piped water and 
sewers) and l a c k of bus s e r v i c e s , as w e l l as absence of other 
community f a c i l i t i e s and r e c r e a t i o n not to mention the preva­
lence of unpaved roads Therefore the land i s only demanded 
by the poorer people who want t o b u i l d t h e i r own dwellings on 
cheaper land Land p r i c e s range between £L 6-1 0 and 3-5 per 
square metre 

The i n d u s t r i a l use of land can a l s o determine p r i c e s For 
example, the s i t e s near t o the CBD are more expensive owing t o 
tne great demand f o r land t o be developed e i t h e r f o r commercial 
or r e s i d e n t i a l use Land p r i c e s are being evaluated f o r any 
p a r t i c u l a r development on the basis "whether i t i s f o r r e s i d e n ­
t i a l or commercial uses On the other hand, the remote s i t e 
on the periphery of the c i t y i s cheaper The land p r i c e per 
square metre i s between £L 3-5 Therefore a high p r o p o r t i o n 
of i n d u s t r i a l f i r m s tend T*O move to the remote s i t e s where the 
a v a i l a b i l i t y of open spaces makes i t possible to provide the 
f i r m w i t h an adequate area f o r i t s i n d u s t r i a l a c t i v i t y 

Economic f a c t o r s are also of great importance i n r a i s i n g 
the land p r i c e s w i t h i n T r i p o l i The i n c r e a s i n g demand on the 
land f o r urban development accelerated land p r i c e s I t was 
associated p r i m a r i l y w i t h the i n f l o w of f o r e i g n c a p i t a l as w e l l 
as o i l company and Libyan Government expenditures I n v e s t o r s 
t h e r e f o r e found t h a t the most p r o f i t a b l e business was construe-
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t i o n of high st o r e y "buildings and v i l l a s Thus the land 
market c o n s t i t u t e d the most important sector m the economy 
of the i n v e s t o r s On the other hand, the "brokers, who number 
5k w i t h t h e i r agencies, played another s i g n i f i c a n t r o l e i n the 
e v a l u a t i o n of land p r i c e s They c o n t r i b u t e d t o the sharp r i s e 
of land p r i c e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i f the s i t e had a commercial use 

With the r i s e of the standard of l i v i n g i n terms of market 
p r i c e s and h i g h r e n t s , land s p e c u l a t i o n s t a r t e d t o emerge i n 
T r i p o l i Arabs, Jews and I t a l i a n s a l l p a r t i c i p a t e d i n land 
speculation a c t i v i t i e s and c o n t r i b u t e d to the sharp r i s e i n 
land p r i c e s This was associated w i t h the i n f l a t i o n which h i t 
the Libyan economy and a f f e c t e d the whole standard of l i v i n g 
i n T r i p o l i The Economic Research Department s t a t e d "Specula­
t i o n i n land and i n v e n t o r i e s i s u s u a l l y associated w i t h 
i n f l a t i o n Landlords rush t o buy land not t o develop i t but 
t o hold i t i d l e f o r a f u t u r e time when i t s value r i s e s 
Rising s p e c u l a t i o n means f r e e z i n g c a p i t a l and land i n unproduc­
t i v e a c t i v i t i e s Dealers, as w e l l as l a n d l o r d s , h o l d on t o 
t n e i r merchandise and consequently accelerate the i n f l a t i o n a r y 

(1 ) 
pressure " v ' 

This k i n d of land market i s s t i l l being e x p l o i t e d by 
Arabs, Jews and I t a l i a n s i n T r i p o l i Speculators purchase any 
p a r t i c u l a r s i t e whether i t i s c u l t i v a t e d area or v i r g i n land 
They keep i t i d l e f o r several years, w a i t i n g f o r a r i s e i n 
land values Then they s e l l the land at a h i g h and very 
p r o f i t a b l e p r i c e , because the land p r i c e s can be m u l t i p l i e d 
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several times w i t h i n t h i s p e r i o d of time This has, i n f a c t , 
r e s u l t e d m a great d e c l i n e i n the best Arab and I t a l i a n farms 
w i t h i n the c i t y l i m i t ( P l a t e 6 1 ) 

Moreover, any dec i s i o n on the p a r t of the l o c a l a u t h o r i t y 
t o develop any p a r t i c u l a r land f o r p u b l i c development could 
r a i s e the p r i c e s of land and give the o p p o r t u n i t y to specula­
t o r s t o seize the land around or near the chosen s i t e For 
example, when the M u n i c i p a l i t y of T r i p o l i decided i n 1 961 to 
t r a n s f e r the wholesale market of the "Suk e l Tulatah" from i t s 
o l d place t o a new chosen s i t e i n G-urgi area ( t o the east of 
the Wadi H e j e n i n ) , the speculators bought a l l the c u l t i v a t e d 
lands and wastelands surrounding the new s i t e of the market 
at 10s per square metre As soon as the c o n s t r u c t i o n work 
of the new market began, the land p r i c e s went up considerably 
When the c o n s t r u c t i o n work was being completed i n 1965, the 
p r i c e of land experienced a very great r i s e , and at the present 
time, tne p r i c e f o r each square metre i s £L 11-17 This 
example i l l u s t r a t e s c l e a r l y the impact of s p e c u l a t i o n on land 
p r i c e s Other examples could be mentioned i n t h i s respect f o r 
other sectors of the c i t y i n which land p r i c e s went up con­
s i d e r a b l y w i t h i n several years 

When the M i n i s t r y of A g r i c u l t u r e made new r e g u l a t i o n s 
p r o h i b i t i n g the t r a n s f e r of a g r i c u l t u r a l land w i t h i n T r i p o l i 
t o urban use, the speculators who had bought these lands 
committed d e s t r u c t i v e acts against a g r i c u l t u r e They began 
t h e i r operations by ne g l e c t i n g c u l t i v a t i o n Then they cut 



metres 
Plate 6.1 Farming areas within the middle zone which are now 

subject to land speculation 
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down the t r e e s , and used d e s t r u c t i v e chemical materials t o 
k i l l the p l a n t s i n a short period As a r e s u l t , the land 
became a r i d and neglected Then the speculators l e f t the land 
abandoned f o r several years waiuing f o r land p r i c e s to u s e , 
when they can s e l l i t at a p i o l i t a b l e p r i c e 

These i l l e g a l metnods were oem^ used on agi l c u l t u r a l lana 
i n several p a r t s of T r i p o l i such as i n the S i d i Mesri, Gurgi 
and Shara Ben Ashur They r e s u l t e d i n a great d i m i n u t i o n of 
good farms and gardens t o be developed f o r urban use 
Unfor t u n a t e l y , the l o c a l a u t h o r i t y , although aware of these 
dangerous metnods, has oaken no serious a c t i o n t o prevent the 
speculators from committing f u r t h e r damage against the economy 
of these tarms Some people suspect t h a t the si l e n c e of the 
l o c a l a u t h o r i t y was due t o some k i n d of secret co-operation 
between the speculators and some o f i i c i a l s Consequently, 
ovmg t o sp e c u l c t i v e a c t i v i t i e s , land values w i t h i n T r i p o l i 
c i t y are s t i l l subject to i n s t a b i l i t y of land market 
6 2 COftSTPUCTION OF HOUSLS 

The boom of the b u i l d i n g a c t i v i t i e s m T r i p o l i s t a r t e d as 
e a r l y as 1951 , when Libya became independent I t increased 
considerably a f t e r o i l e x p l o r a t i o n m Libya i n 1956 The 
number of tne dwellings erected m tne c i t y between 1952-1966 

was &,812 (3,U11+ l o c a l houses, 3,151 v i l l a s and 2,21+7 f l a t s ) 
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Table 6 1 House C o n s t i u c t i o n i n T r i p o l i , 1952-66 

Year No of houses < 
1952 Ik 
1953 299 
195U 200 
1955 366 
1956 521 
1957 575 
1958 600 
1959 U95 
1960 kok 
1961 602 
1962 1 ,093 
1963 1 ,6U2 
196U 69k 
1965 565 
1966 682 

T o t a l 8,812 

completed 

Source Technical O f f i c e , M u n i c i p a l i t y of T r i p o l i , 
H I 

I n 1966, the number of the f i r m s i n the "building industry-
was 57 and the number of con t r a c t o r s was 132, of whom 32 are 
I t a l i a n s and the r e s t are Libyans 

Almost a l l the l o c a l Libyan houses were b u i l t by t h e i r 
own developers w i t h a s p e c i a l s u p e r v i s i o n of e i t h e r Libyan or 
I t a l i a n surveyors The Libyan t r a d i t i o n a l house consists o n l y 
of one storey The c o n s t r u c t i o n work does not r e q u i r e very 
h i g h l y s k i l l e d p r o f e s s i o n a l b u i l d e r s and the house can be 



erected by the owner himself w i t h the assistance of two other 
workers Also the c o n s t r u c t i o n work does not necessitate 
concrete, cement or s t e e l ( P l a t e 6 2) This s i m p l i c i t y of 
b u i l d i n g encouraged many people, p a r t i c u l a r l y among the low 
income groups, t o take p a r t i n b u i l d i n g operations Before 
1962, c o n s t r u c t i o n work was mostly being undertaiten by the 
p r i v a t e developers themselves w i t h o u t l e g a l permission of the 
T r i p o l i M u n i c i p a l i t y , which was ignored For example, most of 
the new t r a d i t i o n a l dwellings which were b u i l t w i t h i n the Ras 
Hassan (Shara Ben Ashur q u a r t e r ) and the Ghott e l Shaal ( t o 
the west of the Gargaresh q u a r t e r ) , were l e g a l l y unauthorised 
This was p r i m a r i l y due t o the obj e c t i o n s of the T r i p o l i 
M u n i c i p a l i t y and i t s i n s i s t e n c e t h a t these d w e l l i r g s should 
not be b u i l t m these areas w i t h o u t p r o v i s i o n of proper 
planning and a sewerage system 

New r e g u l a t i o n s l a i d down by the 'Council of the T r i p o l i 
M u n i c i p a l i t y 1 i n 1962, p r o h i b i t e d any k i n d of b u i l d i n g without 
approval and su p e r v i s i o n of the Technical O f f i c e The reason 
f o r t h i s was t o ensure the s a f e t y of the new dwellings from 
collapse 

The c o n s t r u c t i o n work of v i l l a s and f l a t s were mostly 
undertaken by I t a l i a n c o n t r a c t o r s and sub-contractors under 
sup e r v i s i o n of b u i l d i n g f i r m s This i s explained p a r t l y by the 
f a c t t h a t the b u i l d i n g operation r e q u i r e s h i g h l y s k i l l e d 
workers and p a r t l y t h a t the high storeys i n p a r t i c u l a r cannot 
be b u i l t by ore small f i r m or by p r i v a t e developers 
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Plate 6.2 Construction o f t r a d i t i o n a l houses i n Gurgi 

^ 1 

•s. 

Plate 6.3 New t r a d i t i o n a l houses i n Gurgi 
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I n ^^6k, the t o t a l number of persons engaged i n "building 
a c t i v i t i e s was 7,593 of whom 2ki|. persons were working opera­
t o r s and the remaining 7,369 were employees Only about 12 

per cent of the employees were reported to be working i n 
occupations which could be placed i n the category of 'other 
than operatives' and a l l the remainder, v i z 6,1+93 were 

(2) 

operatives v ' 
6 3 BUILDING MATERIALS 

Most of the b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s used i n c o n s t r u c t i o n 
a c t i v i t i e s i n T i l p o l i have been derived from tne limestone 
rocks exposed to the west of the c i t y i n the Gargaresh 
quarter, but u n f o r t u n a t e l y the extensive quarrying has 
exhausted the limestone rocks and damaged the landscape of 
the area Therefore m 1962, T u p o l i M u n i c i p a l i t y prevented 
the mining f i r m s from c o n t i n u i n g quarrying i n the area so 
th a t the land might be used f o r housing development As a 
r e s u l t o i tnese m u n i c i p a l i t y r e g u l a t i o n s , the limestone quarry 
firms moved t o another area at Mayah (30 kilometres west of 
T r i p o l i ) Limestone blocks are now being quarried expensively 
i n t h i s area using advanced mechanical means The blocks are 
standardized, and are being produced i n two sizes 1+0 x 
20 x 25 cm and 1+0 x 20 x 20 ora The l i m b have to t r a n s p o r t 
the r e q u i r e d number of the limestone blocks to the s i t e , where 
tne c o n s t r u c t i o n i s t a k i n g place w i t a i n the c i t y l i m i t The 
f i r m charges four Libyan p i a s t r e s (lOd ) f o r each limestone 
block, i f tne c o n s t r u c t i o n work i s t a k i n g place w i t h i n the 
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c i t y l i m i t , but i t cnarges more i f the c o n s t r u c t i o n work i s 
t a k i n g place outside of T r i p o l i l i m i t 

The number of limestone blocks r e q u i r e d f o r the construc­
t i o n v a r i e s from one type of dw e l l i n g to another For 
example, the t i a d i t i o n a l Libyan house r e q u i r e d between 3,500-

4,000 blocks, depending on the area and number of rooms and 
other housing f a c i l i t i e s The c o n s t r u c t i o n of a v i l l a r equires 
between 1+, 000-5,000 b l o c k s , i t may exceed t h i s number i f the 
v i l l a i s l arge A f l a t does not c o n t a i n more than 5,000 

limestone blocks on average 
At the present time, the Mayah quarrying area can supply 

T r i p o l i w i t h a l l i t s needs of limestone blocks f o r construc­
t i o n Hot o i l y i s wlayah limestone m great demand i n T r i p o l i , 
but i t i s also used f o r b u i l d i n g i n other parts of f r i p o l i -
t a n i a 

Lime i s also used i n a l l types of dwellings I t i s 
produced i n tne A z i z i a area by s p e c i a l i z e d i n d u s t r i a l f i r m s , 
but production cannot s a t i s f y the requirements of the T r i p o l i 
market Therefore tne l o c a l a u t h o r i t y allows the import of 
lime from I t a l y , which i s of b e t t e r q u a l i t y than the A z i z i a 
lime 

Although gypsum i s an e x c e l l e n t b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l , i t was 
used very l i t t l e f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the t r a d i t i o n a l 
Libyan dwellings and v i l l a s This i s r e l a t e d t o the f a c t t h a t 
the p r i c e of gypsum i s more than t h a t of limestone blocks 
Therefoi e the sole use of gypsum was f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n of 
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h i g h m u l t i - s t o r e y b u i l d i n g s I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o note t h a t 
the gypsum raw m a t e r i a l i s l o c a l l y produced and shaped f o r 
various c o n s t r u c t i o n purposes, such as r o o f s , w a l l s , etc 
These operations w i t h gypsum raw m a t e r i a l are now t a k i n g 
place at the Government f a c t o r y t o the west of T r i p o l i , on 
the Suani Road The gypsum f a c t o r y can produce s u f f i c i e n t 
c o n s t r u c t i o n m a t e r i a l to supply a l l market needs i n T r i p o l i 

Hollow concrete blocks are manufactured by f o u r s p e c i a l i z e ! 
f a c t o r i e s They are standardized by d i f f e r e n t sizes kO x 20 
x 20 cm These d i f f e r e n t sizes can be produced according t o 
the requirements and t e c h n i c a l d e s c r i p t i o n s of both surveyors 
and c o n t r a c t o r s 

S t r u c t u r a l t i l e s are being used f o r c o n s t r u c t i o n of ro o f s 
They are manufactured i n T r i p o l i by I t a l i a n and Libyan b u i l d i n g 
f i r m s , but produc t i o n i s not adequate, and so f o r e i g n s t r u c t u r a l 
t i l e s are imported 

T r a v e t t i beams f o r r o o f c o n s t r u c t i o n are being used now 
ex t e n s i v e l y i n a l l b u i l d i n g s whether they are t r a d i t i o n a l or 
modern The beams consist of hollow precast elements being 
made of clay and j o i n e d together w i t h s t e e l bars and cement 

Other b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s such as cement, glass, ceramic 
t i l e s , e l e c t r i c a l s , plumbing and s a n i t a r y ware, timber, 
asphalt and t a r , are a l l imported 

I t i s estimated t h a t about 1i4.5 per cent of the dwellings 
of T r i p o l i are being b u i l t of concrete, and comprising a l l the 
m u l t i - s t o r e y b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n the c e n t r a l p a r t of the c i t y , 
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whereas 61 9 per cent of T r i p o l i dwellings are constructed of 
limestone "blocks ( t r a d i t i o n a l Libyan houses) Mud dwellings 
form only 2 0 per cent and they are found mainly w i t h i n the 
Arab gardens i n the eastern p a r t of the c i t y The hut d w e l l ­
ings of the Shanty Town, which comprise 21 6 per cent, are 
mostly b u i l t of t i n and wood 
6 k CONSTRUCTION COST 

The c o n s t r u c t i o n cost varies from one type of d w e l l i n g t o 
another, depending g e n e r a l l y on the b u i l d i n g m a terials used, 
the design of the house, and the type of labour A d w e l l i n g 
b u i l t of stone w i t h lime and concrete roofs or t r a v e t t i costs 
about £L 300 per room f o r a low income house, £L 400-500 per 
room f o r a middle class house and £L 600-800 per room f o r 
l u x u r v f l a t s and v i l l a s 

I n terms of cost per u n i t f l o o r area, the f o l l o w i n g t a b l e 
shows the aveiage cost per squaie metre 

Table 6 2 Cost per u n i t f l o o r area i n T r i p o l i , 1967 

Type of d w e l l i n g Cost per sq metie i n £L 
Pl a t s 50 

30 V i l l a s 
T r a d i t i o n a l Houses (middle 

fincome group) 
T r a d i t i o n a l Houses (low 

20 

income group) 
Huts (Shanty Town) 

15 
5 

Source F i e l d v/ork Study, T r i p o l i , 1966-67 



209 

This t a b l e i n d i c a t e s only the estimated cost and does not 
include the cost of the developed land which, m f a c t , v a r i e s 
from one area t o another 
6 5 BUILDING- SOCIETIES AND THE LIBYAN INDuSTRHL AMD REAL 

ESTATE BANK 
I n 1956, tne Libyan Government issued a law which recog­

nized the value of b u i l d i n g s o c i e t i e s and also contained 
r e g u l a t i o n s under which b u i l d i n g s o c i e t i e s may be chartered 
The Government aimed t o encourage such s o c i e t i e s t o take an 
e f f e c t i v e r o l e i n b u i l d i n g a c t i v i t i e s p a r t i c u l a i l y dwellings 
of low income groups Nho could not a f f o r d t o b u i l d new houses 
wi t h o u t e x t e r n a l f i n a n c i a l help 

I n 1961, the f i r s t Libyan b u i l d i n g s o c i e t y was esta b l i s h e d 
by a group of young i n t e l l e c t u a l " ^people who were i n t e r e s t e d ' i n 
h e l p i n g each other as w e l l as i n attempting t o solve t h e i r 
accommodation problems More than one hundred members have 
joi n e d the s o c i e t y and c o n t r i b u t e d i n c r e a t i n g a c a p i t a l which 
amounted to £L 20,000 Unf o r t u n a t e l y , the b u i l d i n g s o c i e t y 
could not get any subsidy from the Government i n order t o s t a r t 
work Therefore the Society was diss o l v e d m 1962, w i t h o u t 
managing t o implement any u s e f u l work f o r i t s members 

However, i n September 1965, King I d u s I issued a Royal 
Decree, announcing the establishment o f the Libyan I n d u s t r i a l 
and Real Estate Bank The i n i t i a l c a p i t a l of t h i s bank was 
£L 2 m i l l i o n s , which was increased t o £L 10 m i l l i o n s i n 1966 

H a l f of the bank c a p i t a l i s t o be invested m r e a l estate and 
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the other h a l f i s being a l l o c a t e d t o i n d u s t r i a l loans The 
r e a l estate loans may be granted on -

1 Short and medium term f o r d u r a t i o n not exceeding 7 years 
(a) extension, or r e h a b i l i t a t i o n of an e c i s t m g b u i l d i n g 
(b) e r e c t i o n or purchase of d w e l l i n g houses f o r the 

purpose of r e n t i n g or s e l l i n g the premises 
2 Long terra f o r a d u r a t i o n not exceeding 15 years f o r the 

purpose of e r e c t i o n oi a d w e l l i n g house, f o r h i s own 
h a b i t a t i o n i f the borrower already possesses a d w e l l i n g 
or had pro p e r t y somewhere i n Libya 

3 Long term f o r d u r a t i o n not exceeding 20 years f o r the 
purpose of e r e c t i o n of a d w e l l i n g house, f o r h i s own 
h a b i t a t i o n and when i t i s proved t h a t the borrower i s _ 
not a pr o p e r t y owner 

I n a l l cases the r a t e of i n t e r e s t s h a l l n e i t h e r be less than 
1% nor exceed 3% K 1 

The long term loans are more i n t e r e s t i n g and s i g n i f i c a n t 
f o r housing development i n T r i p o l i The bank has granted i n 
one year p e r i o d (1965-1966) 651 loans f o r b u i l d i n g new houses 
amounting t o £L 2,742,570 Most of these loans were granted 
to low income groups and the remainder were l e n t t o the 
redevelopnent of o l d p r o p e r t i e s This i n f a c t i n d i c a t e s 
c l e a r l y t h a t the bank has achieved i n one year more success 
than other Government housing development 

This r a t e of i n t e r e s t remained i n e f f e c t u n t i l i t was abolished 
by a Royal Decree i n 1968 
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The c r e a t i o n of the mortgage system m Libya i n general 
and T r i p o l i m p a r t i c u l a r w i l l increase house-building a c t i v i ­
t i e s w i t h i n the c i t y l i m i t Also i t w i l l encourage the l i m i t e d 
income groups t o b u i l d t h e i r own houses As a r e s u l t , i t 
could ea3e the housing snortage and lower rent p r i c e s w i t h i n 
the r e s i d e n t i a l areas of T r i p o l i 
6 6 HOUSING DESIGN 

s 
T r i p o l i has two major s t y l e / o f housing, the t r a d i t i o n a l 

and the European This d u a l i t y i s explained by the i n f l u e n c e 
of Turkish a r c h i t e c t u r e on the pure Libyan design, and by the 
impact of I t a l i a n c o l o n i z a t i o n which produced a new modern type 
of d w e l l i n g Other types of p r i m i t i v e dwellings were p r i m a r i l y 
created by the r u r a l d v e l l e r a wno migrated to T r i p o l i and 
s e t t l e d down w i t h i n the Shanty Town ( F i g 6 2) T r a d i t i o n a l 
houses f a l l i n t o two types which may be examined Tu r k i s h and 
Arab The Turkish houses b u i l t d uring the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries are mainly concentrated w i t h i n the Old 
Town Others s i t u a t e d outside of the Old Town, were mainly 
b u i l t at the end of the nineteenth century and before the 
I t a l i a n occupation i n 1911 These Turkish houses, i n general, 
consist of tffo storeys w i t h a court-yard w i t h i n the c e n t r a l 
p a r t of the house They are w e l l designed and e x t e n s i v e l y 
decorated A general account has been given of these houses i n 
Chapter I I 

The Arab t r a d i t i o n a l d w e l l i n g i s s i m i l a r t o the previous 
one w i t h the exception of two c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , i t i s only of 
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one s t o r e y , and has no extensive d e c o r a t i o n w i t h i n the house 
I n other words, the second type i s more in f l u e n c e d "by the Arab 
s i m p l i c i t y of a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e Other c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s are 
the same, namely the existence o f several long rooms, and tne 
court-yard w i t h housing f a c i l i t i e s Windows are designed t o 
open i n s i d e tne court-yard, t o give p r i v a c y and freedom of 
movement f o r women ( F i g 6 3 ) 

T r a d i t i o n a l houses number 28,263 or 61 9 per cent of the 
t o t a l They can be d i v i d e d i n terras of age s t r u c t u r e i n t o 
three types -
1 Very o l d houses b u i l t d u r i n g the Turkish r u l e , numbering 

4,000 

2 Houses b u i l t d uring the I t a l i a n r u l e , numbering 16,150 
3 New houses b u i l t between 1952-19C6, numbering 8,$12 

Almost a l l the Turkish houses are found w i t h i n the Arab 
r e s i d e n t i a l quarters w i t h a sp e c i a l concentration i n the Old 
Town (2,492 d w e l l i n g s ) Tne remainder are s c a t t e r e d i n other 
quarters (1,508 dw e l l i n g s ) I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to note t h a t the 
Central Business D i s t r i c t and the h i g h r e s i d e n t i a l areas do not 
have Libyan t r a d i t i o n a l d w e l l i n g s , because of the r e s t r i c t i o n s 
imposed by the E x - I t a l i a n Government, preventing Libyans from 
b u i l d i n g t r a d i t i o n a l houses w i t h i n the modern sectors These 
r e s t r i c t i o n s are s t i l l being implemented by the M u n i c i p a l i t y 
of T r i p o l i 

The t r a d i t i o n a l houses, whether they are o l d or new, are 
terraced and back to back house d w e l l i n g s , l e a v i n g no p r o v i s i o n 
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f o r wide avenues and p u b l i c spaces They are s t i l l l a c k i n g 
modern design, l a y o u t and a r c h i t e c t u i e , and s t i l l m aintain the 
same mediaeval housing d e s i g i , which has much p o p u l a r i t y among 
the middle and low income groups ( P l a t e 6 3 ) 

Modern dwellings number 6,637 representing -\k 5 per cent 
ot tne L o t a l rumber of T r i p o l i dwellings The,y include two 
types of modern b u i l d i n g designs f l a t s and v i l l a s F l a t s are 
found i n a l l h i g h m u l t i - s t o r e y b u i l d i n g s , occupying the whole 
c e n t r a l p a r t of T r i p o l i Most of these f l a t s were b u i l t during 
the I t a l i a n occupation w i t h i n the p e r i o d between 1 9 2 2 - 1 9 3 9 

The remaining f l a t s were erected between 1 9 5 2 - 1 9 6 6 These f l a t s 
are g e n e r a l l y w e l l designed and based e n t i r e l y on I t a l i a n 
a r c h i t e c t u r e They numbered 3,6^0 m 1 9 6 6 Almost a l l of 
these f l a t s aie occupied by the I t a l i a n , Jewish and other a l i e n 
f a m i l i e s 

V i l l a s are i n three major areas -
(a) The Giorgiirpopoli-Gargaresh zone, which i s the l a r g e s t V I I I E 

e s t a t e , s i x kilometres long and about two kilometres wide 
A l l the e x i s t i n g v i l l a s were b u i l t between 1 9 5 2 - 1 9 6 6 

(b) The Shara Ben Ashur zone i s smaller i n area ( 1 k i l o m e t r e x 
^ k i l o m e t r e ) 

( c ) The Garden C i t y i s much smaller i n area and has fewer v i l l a s 
I t i s s i t u a t e d to the n o r t h of Shara Ben Ashur, and most 
of the v i l l a s were b u i l t between 1 9 3 3 - 1 9 3 9 ( P l a t e 6 k) 

The t o t a l number of v i l l a s i s 2,997 Although t h e i r 
number i s fewer than the f l a t s , they occupy a more extensive 
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P l a t e 6.4 Southern p a r t of the c e n t r a l b u siness d i s t r i c t and 
a p a r t of the Garden C i t y near the Royal P a l a c e 
"Kasr e l Khold e l Amer. 
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r e s i d e n t i a l area On the whole, v i l l a s are w e l l designed, each 
one occupying 5 0 0 square metres i n average, w i t h garage and 
surrounding garden (Plates 6 5 and 6 ) 

Hut type dwellings have no p a r t i c u l a r design, "because they 
are constructed of any a v a i l a b l e m a t e r i a l which gives the 
dweller at l e a s t p a r t i a l p r o t e c t i o n e g corrugated i r o n , p e t r o l 
drums, t i n sheets, wooden "boxes, s l a t e s , etc There i s a t e n ­
dency now on the p a r t of new hut dwellers t o construct t h e i r 
huts of t i n sheets which can give much p r o t e c t i o n against 
strong winds and t o r r e n t i a l r a i n f a l l Other o l d hut d w e l l e r s , 
being poor, cannot a f f o r d t o "buy more expensive m a t e r i a l f o r 
hut c o n s t r u c t i o n Therefore they constructed t h e i r huts of 
cheaper ma t e r i a l s such as p e t r o l drums and wood boxes ( P l a t e 
6 8 ) 

On the whole, the hut type dwellings of the Shanty Town 
are crudely shaped and are jumbled together As a r e s u l t , 
there i s no s t r e e t p a t t e r n , and huts are very congested 

The m a j o r i t y of these huts are s i t e d i n the Bab Accara area 
(Accara Gate) The r e s t are l o c a t e d m the Bab Ben Gashir area 
(Ben Gashir Gate) and Bab e l A z i z i a A l l these huts are 
confined to the south of the b u i l t - u p areas of T r i p o l i 
Although the o f f i c i a l f i g u r e i s 9,865 huts, representing 21 6 

per cent o f the t o t a l number of dwellings i n T r i p o l i , t h e i r 
a c t u a l number i s probably higher About 5 0 0 other hut d w e l l ­
ings are found i n areas such as Gurgi, Jamaa Ben Nabi and 
Zawiet e l Dahmani 
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P l a t e 6.5 A New v i l l a i n Gargaresh 
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P l a t e 6.5(B) Upper c l a s s r e s i d e n t i a l a r e a i n Gargaresh 
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P l a t e 6.6 Upper c l a s s r e s i d e n t i a l a r e a i n Ben Ashur q u a r t e r . 
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Tents and caves are small m number (177 t e n t s and 8 caves 
and are found mainly i n the easterr p a r t of T r i p o l i w i t h i n the 
Arab gardens 
6 7 PUBLIC UTILITIES 

I n a l l Libyan towns, and i n T r i p o l i i n p a r t i c u l a r , the 
p u b l i c u t i l i t i e s are of great importance to any urban develop­
ment I n Europe and America, such p u b l i c u t i l i t i e s are taken 
f o r granted, but i n Libya they must be considered i n d e t a i l 
before the l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s make any p l a n f o r housing develop­
ment Although T r i p o l i i s the l a r g e s t to\n n Libya, i t i s 
s t i l l l a c k i n g many e s s e n t i a l p u b l i c u t i l i t i e s Figure 6 h 

reveals t h a t there are ten quarters having piped water service, 
m the Old Town, GBD and other r e s i d e n t i a l areas, which had 
t h i s m u n i c i p a l i t y service since the I t a l i a n r u l e Five other 
quarters have p a r t i a l piped water s e r v i c e , introduced by the 
M u n i c i p a l i t y of T r i p o l i i n 1 961 Thus the water service 
includes the new r e s i d e n t i a l areas of the Shara Ben Ashur, 
Zawiet e l Dahmani and Shara e l Shatt q u a r t e r s , but the Arab 
houses w i t h i n these quarters have no such f a c i l i t i e s 

The high-class r e s i d e n t i a l areas of Gargaresh and 
Giorgimpopoli have a completely p r i v a t e system, supplying a l l 
v i l l a s w i t h f r e s h water This system has been introduced since 
1956 by the former I t a l i a n l a n dlords of the developed land, who 
provided water services w i t h i n the area The aim was to 
encourage the p r i v a t e developers t o b u i l d new v i l l a s The 
p r i v a t e system comprises several a r t e s i a n w e l l s together w i t h 
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l a r g e r e s e r v o i r s , and the water i s "being pumped to the v i l l a s , 
This independent water system covers a l l the r e s i d e n t i a l areas 
l a c k i n g the m u n i c i p a l l y piped water 

The remaining two quarters have no piped water f a c i l i t i e s 
w i t h i n t h e i r r e s i d e n t i a l areas E l N u f l e i n quarter, to the 
east of T r i p o l i , i s the l e a s t populated quarter and i s s t i l l 
dominated "by the r u r a l a c t i v i t i e s Almost a l l the dwellers i n 
the quarter use t h e i r ov/n garden or house w e l l s f o r t h e i r 
water requirements The other quarter i s the Shanty Town w i t h 
i t s p o p u l a t i o n of 2 5 , 0 6 1 This l e s i d e n t i a l area of low income 
groups has no piped water service w i t h i n the 9 , 3 6 5 h u t s , though 
i t i s the nearest quarter t o the mam water Pumping S t a t i o n of 
T r i p o l i M u n i c i p a l i t y The i n h a b i t a n t s get t h e i r home needs of 
water from the f o u r p u b l i c taps f i x e d at the c e n t r a l p a r t of 
the Shanty Town 

Generally speaking, T r i p o l i s t i l l l a c t s piped water f a c i ­
l i t i e s w i t h i n some r e s i d e n t i a l areas Although the number of 
the T r i p o l i dwellings i s 1 4 . 5 , 6 ^ 1 , the number of water meters 
issued by the M u n i c i p a l i t y i s only 2 2 , 0 0 0 representing i+2 8 per 
cent of the absolute number of dwellings i n 1 9 6 7 As a r e s u l t , 
the dwellers of over 2 3 , 0 0 0 houses e i t h e r use t h e i r own w e l l s 
and c i s t e r n s or use the 2 0 0 p u b l i c taps found mostly m the Old 
Town and slum areas of T r i p o l i The existence of such p u b l i c 
water taps w i t h i n the Arab quarters r e f l e c t s the low standard 
of l i v i n g , because the dwellers cannot a f f o r d t o introduce 
piped water i n t h e i r houses On the other hand, there are no 
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compulsory housing r e g u l a t i o n s m connection w i t h such f a c i ­
l i t i e s , a f a c t o r t h a t has encouraged the lan d l o r d s of the o l d 
p r o p e r t i e s as w e l l as the poor owner-occupies to neglect 
i n t r o d u c i n g such important housing f a c i l i t i e s i n t h e i r dwellings 

The sewerage and surface water w i t h i n the urban zone of 
T r i p o l i covers only 5 7 2 2 hectares or 1 6 6 per cent of the t o t a l 
area of the c i t y Only seven of the nineteen quarters have 
p u b l i c sewer system, and they comprise the Old Town, GBD and 
other high m u l t i - s t o r e y b u i l d i n g s as w e l l as some other Arab 
quarters ( F i g 6 5 ) The p r o v i s i o n of the e x i s t i n g sewers was 
accomplished by the I t a l i a n s Nine other quarters have p a r t i a l 
sewers They include the new b u i l t - u p areas which are inh a b i t e d 
by a l i e n people I n the areas not served by sewers, Arab 
dwellers have constructed t h e i r own p r i v a t e system of cess-pits 
Other used water i s mainly drained outside o f the house This 
causes smell and the s t r e e t s become convenient environments 
f o r f l i e s 

I n a d d i t i o n , there are also two quarters w i t h p r i v a t e 
sewerage systems They are Giorgimpopoli-Gargaresh area and 
E l N u f l e m quarter Although the former i s a high-class r e s i ­
d e n t i a l area, i t i s provided w i t h s p e c i a l sewers which only 
serve the area and has no conrection w i t h the M u n i c i p a l i t y 
sewers The l a t t e r i s completely l a c k i n g m such p u b l i c f a c i ­
l i t i e s Therefore, the dwellers use t h e i r own p r i m i t i v e means 
As f a r as the Shanty Town i s concerned, i t i s provided w i t h 
communal l a v a t o r i e s f o r both men and women Other used water 
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i s mainly thrown outside of the hut 
I t may be concluded t h a t the absence of complete piped 

water service can he mainly a t t r i b u t e d to the negligence of 
T r i p o l i M u n i c i p a l i t y r a t h e r than t o shortage of water supply 
Moreover, the absence of a sewerage system covering the whole 
urban areas can be explained p a r t l y by "che r a p i d nousing 
development, and p a r t l y by the lack of planning o r g a n i z a t i o n 
and money The M i n i s t r y of Public Works i s now undertaking a 
sewerage surface water drainage p r o j e c t w i t h i n T r i p o l i Work 
on the p r o j e c t nas s t a r t e d i n and has not yet been com­
p l e t e d The p r o j e c t w i l l cost the M i n i s t r y £L 5,950,000 

6 8 HOUSEHOLDS 
A study of the households of T r i p o l i d uring the period 

195^-196!). shows a trend towards separate dwellings f o r each 
household I n 195̂ 4-, the number of Households was 3 0 , 7 2 3 , 

whereas the number of dwellings //as only 28,853 Therefore 
the r a t i o of households t o dwellings was 1 06 1 I n 1 36k, 

the number of households was ^6,0i|6, wnereas the number of 
dwellings was ^5,6^1 That i s a r a t i o of 1 01 1 This 

r e f l e c t s c e r t a i n demographic trends as w e l l as the degree of 
the urban growth and i t s r e l a t i o n s h i p to the number of d w e l l ­
ings 

The Census Reports of p o p u l a t i o n of Libya of 1 95U and 
•]96k. d i s t i n g u i s h between p r i v a t e households and i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
households, but they d i d not d i f f e r e n t i a t e between the types 
of p r i v a t e households, the primary f a m i l y u n i t (P F U ) and 
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composite household Also the census give no i n f o r m a t i o n on 
the s t r u c t u r e of households Therefore the only a v a i l a b l e 
i n f o r m a t i o n i s obtained from the sample Family Survey i n 
T r i p o l i , 1962 ( 6 ) 

Table 6 3 S t r u c t u r e of Households. T r i p o l i . 1962 

Main s t r u c t u r e of household Percentage 
Husband + w i f e 6 3% 

Husband + w i f e + unmarried c h i l d r e n 56 6% 

I-usband + w i f e + one married son or daughter 8 Ofo 

Husband + w i f e + two or more married sons or 
daughteis 0 3% 

71 8f0 

One parent household (widowed and divorced) + 
unmarried c h i l d r e n 6 &f 

One parent household + unmarried c h i l d r e n + one 
married son or daughter M h% 

One parent household + unmarried c h i l d r e n + two 
or more married sons or daughters 0 7% 

2k 7% 

Brothers or s i s t e r s l i v i n g together 
Where only one of whom i s married 2 5$ 

Where two or more are married 1 0$ 
3 5% 

T o t a l 1 00 Ofo 

The l a r g e s t percentage of households (63 5 ) t h e r e f o r e 
contains the primary f a m i l y This high percentage of the 
t o t a l households i s due t o a v a r i e t y of reasons F i r s t l y , 
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m i g r a t i o n of primary f a m i l i e s from the r u r a l areas and 
Tunisia i n t o T r i p o l i increased i n recent years (195U-1962), 
a f a c t o r which r a i s e d the primary f a m i l y households m the 
c i t y Secondly, the r i s i n g standard of l i v i n g encouraged 
young people t o l i v e i n separate dwellings away from t h e i r 
parents houses T h i r d l y , d i s i n c l i n a t i o n of parents to 
support economically t h e i r married c h i l d r e n F o u r t h l y , 
desire of young i n t e l l e c t u a l people t o be independent 

J o i n t f a m i l y households represent 18 1 per cent, the 
extended f a m i l i e s 11 8 per cent and denuded f a m i l i e s only 
6 6 per cent The unusual form of household represented 
by the extended and j o i n t f a m i l y types i s p r i m a r i l y due t o 
t r a d i t i o n a l and economic f a c t o r s which f o r c e the whole 
f a m i l y t o l i v e m one d w e l l i n g This i s a p a r t i c u l a r l y 
dominant s o c i a l f e a t u r e among the immigrants who tend t o 
maintain t h e i r f a m i l y t i e s 

Lack of d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n on the size of household 
hampers any f u r t h e r a n a l y s i s , the only a v a i l a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n 
being derived from the "Budget Family Survey of T r i p o l i 
Town, 1962 " The data obtained was based e n t i r e l y on a 
sample survey 

Households c o n s i s t i n g of men and women l i v i n g on t h e i r own, 
widov/s w i t h young c h i l d r e n and households which are n e i t h e r 
conjugal, extended or j o i n t 
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Table 6 k G l a s a i f i c a t i o n of Households according t o 
' " size I n T r i p o l i , 1962' 

Number of persons 
m household 

Housenold 

Number Percentage 

2 
3 

k 

5 
6 
7 
8 

9 
1 0 

11-12 
T o t a l 

19 
3 2 

56 
51 
57 
39 
13 
k 

8 

288 

6 6 
11 1 
19,5 
17 7 
19 8 

13 5 
6 2 
1 k 
2 8 

1 Ij. 
100 0 

Source Da^ani, U S , Family Budget Survey i n 
T r i p o l i Town, T r i p o l i , 1962, p 79 

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o note t h a t the most common size of 
household has 6 persons, although households of k and 5 are 
also frequent I t was c a l c u l a t e d by S Dajani t h a t the 
average size of household i n T r i p o l i waa 5 3, hut the M i n i s t r y 
of Planning and Development gave a f i g u r e of k 6 f o r the 

( 8 ) 

average size of household m T r i p o l i i n 196k ^ ' The dec l i n e 
of the size of household was p r i m a r i l y due t o the spread of 
education as w e l l as to r i s i n g standards of l i v i n g p a r t i c u l a r l y 
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among the young married couples ( P i g 6 6 ) 
6 9 HOUSING RENT 

Although housing r e n t i s h i g h l y important f o r any 
p a r t i c u l a r housing study w i t h i n the r e s i d e n t i a l areas of 
T r i p o l i i t s c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n great d e t a i l i s not possible 
This i s due p r i m a r i l y to the absence of the adequate data on 
rents Ihe I t a l i a n housing l e g i s l a t i o n issued m 1 9 3 6 was 
e f f e c t i v e u n t i l 1951» when Libya became independent, but 
the Libyan government d i d not issue new l e g i s l a t i o n concerning 
the Rent Act On the c o n t r a r y , the C e n t r a l Libyan Government 
i s i n favour of rent d e c o n t r o l , because i t wants to encourage 
p r i v a t e b u i l d e r s to develop more lands f o r housing purposes, 
and t o solve the accommodation problems of both B r i t i s h and 
American forces f a m i l i e s s t a t i o n e d m T r i p o l i 

Furthermore, the M u n i c i p a l i t y of T r i p o l i granted i n 1 9 5 2 
a l l p r i v a t e developers of new dwellings freedom from p r o p e r t y 
taxes f o r a p e i i o d of f i v e years This d e c i s i o n and the o i l 
discoveries s t i m u l a t e d many Arabs, Jews and I t a l i a n s t o in v e s t 
t h e i r money i n housing development At the same time, the 
demand of the o i l men f o r accommodation has given the landlords 
the o p p o r t u n i t y t o charge unfixed rent The higher the demand 
f o r houses, the higher the r e n t The rent of a v i l l a i n 1 9 5 6 
was £L iiO-50 per month, and the r e n t f o r a f l a t was £L 3 0 - 4 0 

per month At the present time, the rents are considerably 
higher than ten years before, and w i l l be examined l a t e r 

The housing rents w i t h i n the Old Town are comparatively 
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low This i s due p r i m a r i l y t o the o l d s t r u c t u r e of these 
dwellings which were mainly " b u i l t during the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries As a r e s u l t , these are g e n e r a l l y 
d e t e r i o r a t i n g , damp and not f i t f o r human h a b i t a t i o n They 
also l a c k piped water, bathrooms, w a t e r - c l o s e t s , etc Con­
ges t i o n makes the dwellings s o c i a l l y undesirable, and so poorer 
people are l i v i n g i n them Consequently, the r e n t i s low, 
varying s l i g h t l y from one house t o another according t o the 
size of the house m terms of number of rooms I n a d d i t i o n , 
the s i t e , a c c e s s i b i l i t y and general maintenance of the t r a d i ­
t i o n a l d w e l l i n g play an important r o l e i n determining the 
a c t u a l r e n t however, the r e n t does not exceed £L 2 0 per month 
f o r a l a r g e house and £L 1 0 per month f o r a bad s i t e d house 
I n general, the o l d dwellings are only desired by the poorer 
people who seek cheap accommodation 

About t w o - t h i r d s of the households are tenants from low 
income groups They are mostly new residents tfho have migrated 
t o T r i p o l i since 1 9 5 6 Some of tnem rent the whole house, 
others r e n t s i n g l e rooms whose average r e n t i s £ L 3 - 5 a month, 
depending on the size of the room The house normally com­
pr i s e s several f a m i l i e s , each occupies one room sharing the 
housing f a c i l i t i e s w i t h other f a m i l i e s Many of the house­
holders are owner-occupiers who are g e n e r a l l y poor and have 
i n h e r i t e d these houses from t h e i r f a t h e r s or grandfathers 

The housing rent i n other types of dwellings such as new 
t r a d i t i o n a l houses, v i l l a s and f l a t s , has a d i f f e r e n t p a t t e r n , 
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v a r y i n g c o n s i d e r a b l y f r o m one t y p e o f t h e s e d w e l l i n g s t o 

another ( F i g 6 7 ) 

Table 6 5 Housing r e n t s m T r i p o l i , 1967-68 

Type o f 
d w e l l i n g 

Fo o f 
samples 

Minimum 
I r e n t m £L 

Maximum 
r e n t m £L 

Average 
r e n t i n £1 

£ s d £ s d £ s d 
T r a d i t i o n a l 
houses 193 20 0 0 30 0 0 25 9 0 

P l a t s 66 25 0 0 60 0 0 kh 0 0 

V i l l a s 60 60 0 0 1 00 0 0 70 0 0 

T o t a l 319 

Source F i e l d Work Survey. 1966-1968 

Table 6 5 r e v e a l s t h a t a l l new t r a d i t i o n a l houses which 

are c o n c e n t r a t e d i n t h e newly b u i l t - u p areas w i t h i n t h e m i d d l e 

and o u t e r zones have lower average r e n t t h a n v i l l a s and f l a t s 

B o t h minimum and maximum r e n t s are a l s o l o w e r t h a n o t h e r types 

o f d w e l l i n g s The tenanbs o f these houses are m o s t l y new and 

o l d m - m i g r a n t s as w e l l as o t h e r middle c l a s s people and 

Government employees who f a v o u r l i v i n g m these d w e l l i n g s f o r 

m a i n l y s o c i a l reasons 

The average h o u s i n g r e n t f o r f l a t s i s medium Old f l a t s 

w h ich are c o n c e n t r a t e d w i t h i n the c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t 

have minimum f l a t r e n t Here most o f the t e n a n t s a r e I t a l i a n s , 

Jews and o t h e r n a t i o n a l i t i e s Some of those t e n a n t s have 

occupied t h e f l a t s s i n c e t h e I t a l i a n r u l e , Jews have o c c u p i e d 
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them s i n c e t he Second World Aar The owners o f the f l a t s a r e 

I t a l i a n s , Jews and Arabs, who l e t t h e i r p r o p e r t i e s t o t h e i r 

own n a t i o n a l i t i e s As a r e s u l t , t h e r e n t i s g e n e r a l l y low 

I t i s n o t e w o r t h y t h a t when an I t a l i a n t e n a n t wants t o l e a v e 

h i s f l a t , t h e l a n d l o r d u s u a l l y l e t s i t t o a n o t h e r I t a l i a n 

t e n a n t The same procedure i s implemented "by Jews, L i b y a n s 

r a r e l y r e n t these f l a t s 

New f l a t s m t h e new m u l t i - s t o r e y " b u i l d i n g s which were 

e r e c t e d s i n c e 1960, are l o c a t e d w i t h i n the c e n t r a l "business 

d i s t r i c t and near t h e King's Palace (Gasr e l Khold) The 

average h o u s i n g r e n t i s h i g h e r t h a n m t h e o l d f l a t s , and t h e 

r e n t reacnes SL 60 per month ( T a b l e 6 5 ) Thus t h e r e n t i s 

h i g h e r , and n e i t h e r I t a l i a n s nor Jews can a f f o r d t o r e n t 

The t e n a n t s o f these new f l a t s a r e g e n e r a l l y Americans, 

B r i t i s h and o t h e r n a t i o n a l i t i e s , w o r k i n g e i t h e r f n t h e o i l 

companies or i n o t h e r commercial f i r m s and "banks Very few 

Lib y a n s occupy these expensive f l a t s They are m a i n l y l e a s e d 

by t h e Government 

A t t h e p r e s e n t t i m e , t h e r e i s a tendency on t h e p a r t o f 

the a l i e n s t o l e a v e these f l a t s and move t o v i l l a s i n t h e 

suburbs where t h e r e i s more freedom, space and l e s s n o i s e 

Moreover, p a r k i n g cars m t h e s t r e e t s w i t h i n t h e GBD c o n s t i ­

t u t e s a v e r y d i f f i c u l t problem t o the t r a f f i c as w e l l as t o 

th e r e s i d e n t s o f the f l a t s who own c a r s L a s t l y , t h e r e i s an 

i n c r e a s i n g demand f o r f l a t s t o be used as o f f i c e s , a f a c t o r 

w h i c h r a i s e s t h e r e n t 
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The h o u s i n g r e n t o f v i l l a s i s h i g h i n comparison w i t h 

o t n e r t y p e s o f d w e l l i n g s The r e n t g e n e r a l l y ranges "between 

£L 60-100 per month ( T a b l e 6 5 ) T h i s i s m a i n l y a t t r i b u t a b l e 

t o the housing a n e n i t i e s o f the v i l l a s such as a garden, a 

p l a y ground f o r c h i l d r e n , a garage and a s t o r e room A l s o 

t h e r e s i d e n t s of v i l l a s can en j o y much p r i v a c y and t r a n q u i l i t y 

The t e n a n t s a r e f r o m h i g h income groups, and are m o s t l y 

Americans w o r k i n g e i t h e r i n the o i l companies o r a t Wheelus 

F i e l d ( t h e American a i r "base t o t h e east o f T r i p o l i ) , B r i t i s h 

o r o t h e r a l i e n f a m i l i e s L i b y a n t e n a n t s are g e n e r a l l y s e n i o r 

o f f i c i a l s o f th e C e n t r a l L i b y a n Government, and t h e i r number 

i s i n c r e a s i n g owing t o th e new Government p o l i c y o f accommoda­

t i n g t h e s e r v a n t s i n b e t t e r houses The v i l l a s are l e a s e d by 

the M i n i s t r y o f Housing and S t a t e P r o p e r t y 

The Shanty Town r e p r e s e n t s t h e l o w e s t r e n t area f o r 

accommodation i n T r i p o l i T h i s i s m a i n l y r e l a t e d t o the f a c t 

t h a t t h e l a n d i n which t h e Shanty Town i s s i t u a t e d i s owned 

by T r i p o l i M u n i c i p a l i t y The l a n d was e x t e n s i v e l y a f f o r e s t e d 

by the I t a l i a n Government i n o r d e r t o f i x t h e sand dunes and 

p r o t e c t the b u i l t - u p area Since the I t a l i a n r u l e , s q u a t t e r s 

were a t t r a c t e d to t h i s p u b l i c l a n d and s e t t l e d down w i t h i n i t 

I n r e c e n t years (1956-1966), the number o f those s q u a t t e r s has 

i n c r e a s e d enormously A t t h e p r e s e n t t i m e , t h e r e a r e more 

t h a n t e n thousand h u t s occupying a c o n s i d e r a b l e p a r t o f t h e 

a f f o r e s t e d l a n d Each h u t o c c u p i e r pays 500 m i l l i m s (10s ) 

t o the M u n i c i p a l i t y The r e n t i s v e r y low i n comparison w i t h 
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the r e n t o f a s i n g l e room w i t h i n the Old Town The g r e a t 

m a j o r i t y o f t h e t e n a n t s are so poor t h a t t h e y can o n l y occupy 

a one room h u t T h i s cheap accommodation i s s t i l l d r a w i n g 

raoie s q u a t t e r s t o c o n s t r u c t t h e i r homes on t h i s p u b l i c l a n d 

t h e c o n g e s t i o n o f these h u t s i s v e r y g r e a t 

Tents are s m a l l i n number, and found m t h e e a s t e r n p a r t 

o f T r i p o l i ( F l N u f l e i n q u a r t e r ) w i t h i n t h e Arab gardens The 

o c c u p i e r s a r e m o s t l y nomadic people vho have r e c e n t l y m i g r a t e d 

t o T r i p o l i Each occupants has t o pay one pouna a month t o 

t n e l a n d l o r d o f the garden more t h a n t h e r e n t p a i d m the Shant; 

Town, because t h e t e n a n t can get w a t e r f r e e o f charge and the 

f a m i l y can e n j o y more freedom o f movement w i t h i n t h e f a r m t h a n 

i s p o s s i b l e m th e Shanty Town v/here d w e l l i n g s a r e p l a c e d v e r y 

c l o s e t o g e t h e r 

B r o a d l y s p e a k i n g , h o u s i n g r e n t s w i t h i n t h e r e s i d e n t i a l 

areas o f T r i p o l i are governed by a number o f f a c t o r s F i r s t l y , 

bhe demand f o i accommodation has i n c r e a s e d i n t h e r e c e n t years 

(1961 -1967) on t h e p a r t o f the o i l companies' f a m i l i e s , t h e 

American A i r F orce, as w e l l as t h e d i p l o m a t i c corps Secondly, 

the c e n t r a l L i b y a n Government has c o n t r i b u t e d i n t h e l a s t f i v e 

years t o t h e i n t e n s i t y o f demand f o r f l a t s , v i l l a s and l o c a l 

houses T h i s i s p r i m a r i l y r e l a t e d t o t h e d e c i s i o n of t h e l o c a l 

a u t h o r i t i e s t o p r o v i d e accommodation f o r b o t h s e n i o r o f f i c i a l s 

and c i v i l s e r v a n t s , who n a t u r a l l y w i s h t o t a k e advantage of 

the new Government p o l i c y towards s o l v i n g t h e i r accommodation 

problems T h i s p o l i c y r e s u l t e d m r a i s i n g h o u s i n g r e n t s m a l l 
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r e s i d e n t i a l areas T h i r d l y , the s h o r t a g e o f adequate s u p p l y 

of houses i s a l s o r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e i n c r e a s e d r e n t T h i s 

may he e x p l a i n e d by t h e f a c t t h a t t h e r e s t r i c t i o n s imposed on 

f o r e i g n i n v e s t m e n t s m h o u s e - b u i l d i n g has not e n l a r g e d t h e 

e x i s t i n g s t o c k o f houses, because t h e l o c a l c a p i t a l i s l i m i t e d 

and d i r e c t e d s o l e l y t o v i l l a b u i l d i n g i n s t e a d o f h i g h s t o r e y 

f l a t s T h e r e f o r e t h e demand f o r houses exceeds t h e s u p p l y , 

t h i s m r e t u r n m a i n t a i n s the h i g h r e n t s L a s t l y , no l o n g - t e r m 

h o u s i n g development i s i n a u g u r a t e d t o s a t i s f y t h e demand f o r 

houses 

As a r e s u l t , t h e C e n t r a l L i b y a n Government, t h r o u g h t h e 

M i n i s t r y of d o u s i n g , d i d n o t s e t up a Rent A c t which c o u l d 

c r e a t e s t a b i l i t y i n h o u s i n g r e n t s w i t h i n t h e market As some 

o f f i c i a l s i n t h e Government argued, r e n t c o n t r o l would not 

encourage the p r i v a t e d e v e l o p e r s t o i n v e s t t h e i r money i n house­

b u i l d i n g F u r t h e r m o r e , i f r e n t c o n t r o l was imposed, i t w o uld 

c r e a t e d i f f i c u l t i e s f o r o i l company employees who wanted t o 

f i n d accommodation w i t h i n t h e r e s i d e n t i a l areas T h i s c o u l d 

a l s o be a p p l i e d t o t h e d i p l o m a t i c corps and L i b y a n Government 

employees T h i s was a l s o t h e d e c i s i o n of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

Bank f o r C o n s t r u c t i o n and Development Report on t h e Economic 

Development o f L i b y a "Cheaper and q u i c k e r p r i v a t e b u i l d i n g 

w i l l do more t h a n a n y t h i n g e l s e t o b r i n g down t h e p r e s e n t 

e x t o r t i o n a t e r e n t s m T r i p o l i and Benghazi and t o a l l e v i a t e 

t h e s h o r t a g e o f h o u s i n g accommodation f o r L i b y a n s l i v i n g m 
( 9 ) 

these towns A l s o i n the Report on 'The I n f l a t i o n i n 



22S 

L i b y a , ' r e n t c o n t r o l i s n o t f a v o u r e d T h i s r e p o r t s t a t e d 

"Rent o f h i g h c o s t houses should n o t he c o n t r o l l e d now, due 

t o t h e e x i s t e n c e o f over c a p a c i t y on f h e one hand and the 

p o s s i b i l i t y o f d e c l i n i n g demand i n t he coming f u t u r e on the 

o t h e r 

B oth views expressed above have not suggested any s o l u t i o n 

f o r t h e i n c r e a s i n g r e n t o f houses, not o n l y w i t h i n t h e h i g h 

r e s i d e n t i a l areas b u t a l s o w i t h i n o t h e r r e s i d e n t i a l zones 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , the C e n t r a l L i b y a n Government had adopted these 

views on t h e d e c o n t r o l w i t h o u t t a k i n g i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n the 

g r e a t impact o f these measures on t h e economy o f t h e c i t y m 

g e n e r a l and on t h e l i m i t e d income groups i n p a r t i c u l a r People 

who b e l o n g t o these c a t e g o r i e s are m o s t l y w o r k i n g i n t h e 

Government o f f i c e s They c o u l d n o t a f f o r d t o pay a p p r o x i m a t e l y 

o n e - t h i r d o f t h e i r s a l a r i e s f o r r e n t , so t h e Government was 

o b l i g e d t o a s s i s t them b y o f f e r i n g e i t h e r h o u s i n g allowances 

p£ government-owned d w e l l i n g s Thus, t h e Government has 

i n v o l v e d i t s e l f m a n o t h e r f i n a n c i a l b u r d e n 

Other people from the m i d d l e and lav income groups who a r e 

w o r k i n g f o r t h e o i l companies, b u s i n e s s , t r a d e , t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , 

e t c are a l s o s u f f e r i n g f rom r i s i n g house r e n t s They cannot 

a f f o r d t o change t h e i r o l d s e m i - d e r e l i c t accommodation f o r 

b e t t e r houses A l s o most o f the young m a r r i e d couples are 

o b l i g e d t o l i v e w i t h t h e i r p a r e n t s a f t e r m a r r i a g e , as t h e y 

cannot a f f o r d t o pay the h i g h r e n t s asked f o r new accommodation 

The poor people f i n d cheap accommodation i n the Old Town and 
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t h e alum areas where s i n g l e rooms can he rented. Other poor 

f a m i l i e s have t o l i v e m the Shanty Town 

Even the o l d t e n a n t s w i t h i n t h e Arab r e s i d e n t i a l areas 

are s u b j e c t e d t o r i s i n g r e n t s The l a n d l o r d s are not s a t i s f i e d 

w i t h t h e i r p r o p e r t y r e n t s and f r e q u e n t l y ask f o r an i n c r e a s e 

on t he grounds t h a t t h e r e n t i s n o t adequate t o keep pace w i t h 

t h e r i s i n g c o s t o f l i v i n g 

T h i s l a c k o f governmental c o n t r o l o f r e n t s and t h e demand 

f o r accommodation b e i n g c o n t i n u a l l y l a r g e r t h a n t h e b u i l d i n g 

programme, i s c o n t r i b u t i n g enormously t o t h e r i s i n g c o s t o f 

l i v i n g i n d e x m T r i p o l i T h i s s i t u a t i o n w i l l do n o t h i n g t o 

h e l p t h e low income groups t o f i n d s u i t a b l e accommodation, nor 

t o decrease the amount o f s e m i - d e r e l i c t p r o p e r t y , i n p a r t i c u l a r 

t h e Shanty Town 

6 10 PROPERTY TAXES 

D e t a i l e d f i g u r e s on p r o p e r t y t a x e s are l a c k i n g , t h e o n l y 

a v a i l a b l e d a t a i s t h a t t h e r a t e a b l e v a l u e on r e n t e d houses 

i s Q% o f t h e t o t a l a nnual r e n t o f t h e r e n t e d houses T h i s 

percentage i s t a k e n a n n u a l l y b y the Department o f P r o p e r t y -

Taxes from t h e p r o p e r t y owners The 8% r a t e t a x i s c o n d i t i o n e d 

by t h e f a c t t h a t t h e l a n d l o r d ' s income exceeds £L 300 a year 

T h i s r a t e a b l e v a l u e i s s t a n d a r d i z e d and i s based on a f l a t 

r a t e and n o t on a g r a d u a t e d income t a x s c a l e As a r e s u l t , 

t h e p r o p e r t y t a x e s are c o m p a r a t i v e l y easy t o assess and c o l l e c t 

I t i s e s t i m a t e d t h a t t h e t o t a l p r o p e r t y t a x e s o b t a i n e d 

f r o m r e n t e d d w e l l i n g s are £L 150,000 a year w i t h i n the r e s i d e n -
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t i a l zones o f T r i p o l i Most o f t h e l a n d l o r d s o f t h e Old Town 

and o t h e r slum areas do not pay any r a t e s f o r t h e i r p r o p e r t i e s 

"because t h e i r annual incomes do not exceed £L 300 Thus most 

o f t h e p r o p e r t y taxes a re c o l l e c t e d f r o m t h e mi d d l e and h i g h -

c l a s s r e s i d e n t i a l areas 

The t e n a n t s o f b o t h Arab and modern d w e l l i n g s a r e n o t 

r e q u i r e d t o pay any r a t e s f o r u s i n g accommodation I t i s 

i n t e r e s t i n g t o not e t h a t t h e r a t i n g system i n T r i p o l i i s based 

on t h e I t a l i a n l e g i s l a t i o n w n i c h i s s t i l l e f f e c t i v e t h r o u g h o u t 

T r i p o l i t a n i a 

6 11 THF PROBLFi; OF KEPLACFOM 1 AND SLUM OLRA'RAFCE 

The Ola Town o f T r i p o l i i s m need o f repl a c e m e n t , p a i t i -

c u l a r l y t h e o l d d w e l l i n g s w h i c h were b u i l t p r i o r t o 1880 

These d w e l l i n g s are l o c a t e d m une w e s t e r n and n o r t h e r n p a r t s 

o f the Old Town Here the houses are d e r e l i c t or s e m i - d e r e l i c t 

due t o t h e i r age ( t h e m a j o r i t y are over 100 years o l d ) and t o 

th e c o n s t r u c t i o n m a t e r i a l s Limestone, t h e p r i n c i p a l b u i l d i n g 

m a t e r i a l , i s ^ / t o be a f f e c t e d by t h e c l i m a t i c cnange Heavy 

t o r r e n t i a l r a m d u r i n g w i n t e r b r i n g s about a ch e m i c a l change 

i n l i m e s t o n e , r e s u l t i n g i n h o l e s f o r m i n g I n t i m e , t h e stone 

work crumbles The f l a t r o o f s o f the t r a d i t i o n a l L i b y a n house 

accentuates t h i s p r o c e s s , due t o v/ater r e t e n t i o n T h e r e f o r e 

t h e l i f e o f these houses can seldom be p r o l o n g e d over 80 years 

A l s o most o f t h e l a n d l o r d s n e g l e c t t o unde r t a k e any 

maintenance as the r e n t s are v e r y lov/, and the t e n a n t s g e n e r a l l y 

r e f u s e to make any e s s e n t i a l r e p a i r s , owing t o t h e h i g h c o s t o f 
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such an o p e r a t i o n 

Moreover, the M u n i c i p a l i t y o f T r i p o l i has not t a k e n any 

l e g a l measures t o p r o t e c t t h e o l d houses f r o m d e t e r i o r a t i o n , 

because the Archaeology Department o f T r i p o l i t a n i a c o n s i d e r e d 

a l l d w e l l i n g s o f the Old Town as v a l u a b l e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 

b u i l d i n g s which must be p r e s e r v e d f o r t h e i r h i s t o r i c a l v a l u e 

T h e r e f o r e d e m o l i t i o n and replacement are n o t a l l o w e d w i t h o u t 

p e r m i s s i o n o f t h i s department T h i s d e c i s i o n i s based on t h e 

I t a l i a n A r c h a e o l o g i c a l A c t w n i c h aimed t o m a i n t a i n t h e Arab 

and T u r k i s h s t y l e o f b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n the Old Town The 

I t a l i a n s p r o b a b l y aimed t h r o u g h these l e g i s l a t i o n s t o p r e v e n t 

t h e Arabs f r o m l i v i n g m modern h o u s i n g areas 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , b o t h t h e M u n i c i p a l i t y o f T r i p o l i and the 

Ar c h a e o l o g y Department have n o t r e v i e w e d the I t a l i a n A c t m 

th e l i g h t o f t h e p r e s e n t c o n d i t i o n s o f t h e o l d d w e l l i n g s On 

th e c o n t r a r y , t h e y a r e s t i l l i n s i s t i n g t h a t the I t a l i a n A c t 

s h o u l d be e f f e c t i v e so d e m o l i t i o n and replacement a r e n o t 

a l l o w e d t o take p l a c e on any d w e l l i n g , p r o v i d e d t h a t t h e 

d w e l l i n g i s not g o i n g t o f a l l down As a r e s u l t , d e t e r i o r a t i o n 

and decay are e x t r e m e l y a c t i v e , a f f e c t i n g t h e whole b u i l t - u p 

area and a slum appearance i a d i s t i n c t l y emerging i n many 

r e s i d e n t i a l areas o f t h e Old Town, p a r t i c u l a r l y Bab e l Bahr, 

Homat G-anan and T ! I a h a l l e t e l B a l a d i a ( P l a t e 6 7) 

The Report on Housing m L i b y a s t a t e d t h a t t h e r e a r e 

21,000 good houses, U,000 needing a m e l i o r a t i o n and 9,500 needing 

replacement These f i g u r e s a r e an u n d e r e s t i m a t e , b u t t h e 
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P l a t e 6.7(A) S e m i - d e r e l i c t houses i n Zenghet e l Fenedga - Old Town 

1 i 
I r 

P l a t e 6.7(B) S e m i - d e r e l i c t houses i n Zenghet e l Baggar. 



h a r d f a c t i s t h a t most of t h e e x i s t i n g o l d houses i n "both 

the Old Town (2,i+92) and o t h e r Arab o l d d w e l l i n g s (1 ,508) 

which are found o u t s i d e o f t h e town, are u n f i t f o r human h a b i ­

t a t i o n They a r e m o s t l y v e r y o l d , damp and l a c k i n g adequate 

a m e n i t i e s People who are s t i l l l i v i n g m these houses 

com p l a i n o f i l l h e a l t h 

A p a r t f r o m t h e bad l a y - o u t o f the o l d d w e l l i n g s , t h e 

mediaeval p a t t e r n o f s t r e e t s and tne l a c k o f t r a n s p o r t means, 

t h e y are overcrowded by w o r k i n g c l a s s f a m i l i e s who can o n l y 

a f f o r d t o r e n t s i n g l e rooms T h i s o v e r c r o w d i n g , t o g e t h e r w i t h 

inadequate maintenance, has a c c e l e r a t e d tne d e t e r i o r a b i o n o f 

th e p h y s i c a l s t r u c t u r e o f these houses and has c r e a t e d slum 

c o n d i t i o n s 

The 9,865 h u t d w e l l i n g s o f t h e Shanty Town r e p r e s e n t t h e 

w o r s t h o u s i n g c o n d i t i o n s , because t h e y a r e e n t i r e l y u n f i t f o r 

human h a b i t a t i o n T h e r e f o r e t h e y s h o u l d be r e p l a c e d by b e t t e r 

houses 

6 12 HOUSING KEFDS 

I t i s d i f f i c u l t t o p r e d i c t t h e no u s i n g needs o f T r i p o l i 

f o r t h e next t w e n t y years This r e l a t e s t o a v a r i e t y o f reasons 

the p r i n c i p a l one b e i n ^ t h e l a c k o f any b a s i c i n f o r m a t i o n on 

headship r a t e s (heads o f ho u s e h o l d s ) T h i s impedes a n a l y s i n g 

any f u t u r e h o u s i n g needs 

A t t h e p r e s e n t t i m e , t n e h o u s i n 0 needs i n c l u d e p r i m a r i l y 

a l l u n f i t d w e l l i n g s o f the Shanty Tovn (9,865) and t e n t s ( 1 7 7 ) 

These d w e l l i n g s r e p r e s e n t t h e most u r g e n t needs which have t o 
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be t a k e n i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n The Report on Housing i n L i b y a 

suggests a f u r t n e r 16,120 d w e l l i n g s a re necessary f o r r e d u c i n g 
t h e d e n s i t y o f f a m i l i e s p er d w e l l i n g w i t h i n T r i p o l i f r o m 1 37 

d 1 ) 
t o 1 10 ^ ' T h i s f i g u r e i s based on t n e f a c t t n a t "a 
d e n s i t y o f 1 10 f a m i l i e s p er d / e l l m g i s c o n s i d e r e d a d e s i r a b l e 

one as v e i l as a r e a l i s t i c one f o r L i b y a , s i n c e i n no c o u n t r y 

i s t h i s d e n s i t y l e s s t h a n 1 05 1 1 0 f a m i l i e s p er d w e l l i n g i s 

t h e n t h e d e n s i t y w h i c h i s s e t as the g o a l f o r t h e end o f t h e 
(1 2) 

h o u s i n g programme, whatever i t s p e r i o d may be " v ' T h e r e f o r e 

t h e o v e r a l l h o u s i n g needs f o r t h e ti m e b e i n g a r e 26,162 d w e l l ­

i n g s T h i s f i g u r e sounds reasonable and c o u l d be ac h i e v e d 

t h r o u g h s h o r t t e r n programmes 

As f a r as the f u t u r e h o u s i n g needs o f T r i p o l i f o r t h e t e n 

years 196^-1974 are concerned, t h e y may be assessed i n v i ew o f 

the f o l l o w i n g f a c t o r s F i r s t l y , t h e g r o w t h r a t e f o r t h e popu-
(1 3) 

l a t i o n o f T r i p o l i between 1 952+-1 962+, was 2 95 per cent^ 1 and 

the p r o j e c t e d p o p u l a t i o n o f T r i p o l i i n 197U i s 282+,32+0^^ 

( t h e p o p u l a t i o n m 1 962+ was 212,577) T h i s i n c r e a s e o f popu­

l a t i o n v / i l l be accompanied by an i n c r e a s e o f households, and 

thus t h e e s t i m a t e d needs c o u l d be around 15,600, based on a 

n a t u r a l i n c r e a s e and household s i z e o f 2+ 6 as c a l c u l a t e d by 
(1 5^ 

th e M i n i s t r y o f P l a n n i n g and Development v ' Secondly, m-

m i g r a t i o n o f r u r a l p eople t o T r i p o l i i s a l s o an i m p o r t a n t 

f a c t o r i n d e t e r m i n i n g the p r o b a b l e i n c r e a s e o f ho u s i n g needs 

I t i s c a l c u l a t e d by the w r i t e r t h a t t h e number o f m - m i g r a n t s 

i n T r i p o l i w i l l be i n c r e a s e d t o 2+0,000 i n 1 972+ T h i s f i g u r e 



i s "based on annual i n - m i g r a t i o n o f i+,000 people (see Chapter 

7) Thus t h e h o u s i n g needs f o r tnose m - m i g r a n t s w i l l he 8 ,695 

d w e l l i n g s T h i r d l y , t h e number o f s e n i - d e r e l i c t d w e l l i n g s i a 

of g r e a t s i g n i f i c a n c e i n any f u t u r e p r e d i c t i o n o f h o u s i n g needs 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h e i e i s no a v a i l a b l e d a t a m t h i s r e s p e c t 

I n s h o r t , 21;, 295 d w e l l i n g s r e p r e s e n t t h e o v e r a l l needs o f 

T r i p o l i i n 1 97^- These d w e l l i n g s s h o u l d be e r e c t e d i n o r d e r 

t o s o l v e t h e problem o f t h e accommodation m t n e c i t y f o r t h e 

new households 

6 13 GOVERNMENT HOUSING SCHEMES 

I n 1936 , t h e I t a l i a n Government i n i t i a t e d t he f i r s t hous­

i n g schemes m T r i p o l i , one i n t h e Shara Ben Ashur and th e 

o t h e r i n t h e Shara e l Srim The ho u s i n g schemes comprised 103 

d w e l l i n g s , 63 m the Shara e l S r i m and kO i n t h e Shara Ben 

Ashur The I t a l i a n Government, t h r o u g h these schemes, aimed 

t o house t h e I t a l i a n s e t t l e r s who m i g r a t e d f r o m I t a l y t o 

T r i p o l i t o work as t e c h n i c i a n s and a r t i s a n s Moreover, t h e 

I t a l i a n Government planned t o c o n t i n u e t h i s h o u s i n g programme 

so t h a t i t c o u l d s o l v e the h o u s i n g shortage as f a r as I t a l i a n 

m i g r a n t s were concerned But tne o u t b r e a k o f the Second iVorld 

\»ar i n 1939 stopped t h e I t a l i a n Government f r o m c o m p l e t i o n o f 

these h o u s i n g schemes 

The I t a l i a n s e t t l e r s remained i n these houses u n t i l 1958 , 

when t h e y began t o evacuate themselves They moved t o o t h e r 

r e n t e d d w e l l i n g s i n t he Shara e l G a r b i , and t h e i r houses were 

occupied by L i b y a n f a m i l i e s 
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When L i b y a "became independent i n 1 951 » the P r o v i n c i a l 

Government o f T n p o l i t a n i a "began t o l o o k a t c o n d i t i o n s which 

e x i s t e d i n t h e Shanty Town I n 1956 , t h e l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s 

succeeded i n " b u i l d i n g k&k s m a l l h o u s i n g u n i t s i n a chosen s i t e 

near t h e Shanty Town c a l l e d Bah Accara t o the south o f T r i p o l i 

These d w e l l i n g s are t e r r a c e d and each house has o n l y two s m a l l 

rooms p l u s a c o u r t y a r d A l l d w e l l i n g s are " b u i l t o f t h e same 

s i z e w i t n no p r o v i s i o n b e i n g made f o r l a r g e r f a m i l i e s The 

windows w h i c i were designed t o open on t h e o u t s i d e o f t h e b u i l d ­

i n g were Dlocked up by t h e o c c u p a n t s A l s o t h e l a y o u t o f these 

h o u s i n g u n i t s d i d n o t p r o v i d e any s p e c i a l p r i v a c y t o conform 

t o t h e t r a d i t i o n a l h a b i t s o f t h e occupants I t i s n o t e d now 

t h a t t h e r e s i d e n t s added palm-leaves and c l a y i n t h e f r o n t doors 

o f d w e l l i n g s so t h a t t h e y might n o t be seen by t h e passers-by 

I n g e n e r a l , the d e s i g n o f these d w e l l i n g s was n o t c a r e ­

f u l l y p l a n n e d by e i t h e r t h e I t a l i a n a r c h i t e c t s o r by t h e 

P r o v i n c i a l Government, because the d w e l l i n g s l a c k a l l h o u s i n g 

f a c i l i t i e s However, these h o u s i n g schemes d i d n o t s o l v e t h e 

whole accommodation problem o f t h e i n h a b i t a n t s o f t h e Shanty 

Town, because t h e Government d w e l l i n g s a r e m o s t l y occupied by 

Government employees and t h e i r f a m i l i e s I n o t h e r words, t h e 

d w e l l i n g s were g i v e n t o the people who had a b e t t e r s t a n d a r d 

of l i v i n g t h a n t h e Shanty Town people 

I n 1 9 6 1 , t h e P r o v i n c i a l Government o f T r i p o l i t a n i a began 

a n o t h e r h o u s i n g scheme, a i m i n g t o rehouse t h e l i m i t e d income 

groups o f Government employees and c i v i l s e r v a i t t s Under t h i s 
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scheme h.0 houses were " b u i l t i n the Shara Ben Ashur q u a r t e r 

near t h e p r e v i o u s I t a l i a n housing scheme F u r t h e r m o r e , m 

1965, t h e C e n t r a l L i b y a n Government t h r o u g h t h e M i n i s t r y o f 

P u b l i c \iforks b u i l t o t h e r h o u s i n g u n i t s 

Table 6 6 Government Housing U n i t s i n T r i p o l i , 1965 

L o c a l i t y No o f new d w e l l i n g s 

Hani 200 

Omar e l Mukhtar 1+0 

Shara e l S h a t t 32 

B u c n i n i 96 

Gargaresh 1 00 

T o t a l 1+68 

Source M i n i s t r y of Housing and S t a t e P r o p e r t y , 
T r i p o l i . 1967 

( a ) Hani h o u s i n g u n i t s a r e s i t u a t e d t o t h e e a s t o f T r i p o l i 

w i t h i n t n e Shara e l K e b i r q u a r t e r They ar e designed on modern 

I t a l i a n s t y l e s o f a r c h i t e c t u r e b u t w i t h t h e p r o v i s i o n o f a 

c o u r t y a r d t o conform t o tne L i b y a n t r a d i t i o n a l h a b i t s Each 

s i n g l e s t o r e y e d house comprises t h r e e rooms p l u s a k i t c h e n and 

an Arab type l a v a t o r y I t s f a c i l i t i e s c o n s i s t o f p i p e d w a t e r 

and e l e c t r i c i t y Other s o c i a l a m e n i t i e s such as mosques, 

cinemas and shopping c e n t r e are l a c k i n g The occupants o f 

these d w e l l i n g s a r e c i v i l s e r v a n t s e s p e c i a l l y p o l i c e m e n , d r i v e r s 

e t c whose incomes are q u i t e s m a l l ( P l a t e 6 9 ) 
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P l a t e 6.8 Huts o f the Shanty Town 

i I I 

P l a t e 6.9 Hani housing u n i t s near Tarhuna Gate 
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(t>) The Omar e l Mukhtar housing u n i t s are located t o the west 
of T r i p o l i w i t h i n the Central Business D i s t r i c t These u n i t s 
c o n s i s t of two m u l t i - s t o r e y "buildings c o n t a i n i n g kO f l a t s A l l 
f l a t s are now being occupied by Government c i v i l servants of 
higher income than those occupying the Shara e l Kebir houses 
(P l a t e 6 1 0 ) 

(c) Buchini housing u n i t s c o n s i s t i n g of 96 f l a t s are s i t e d m 
the Shara e l Garbi quarter They are w e l l designed on modern 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l standard and are i n h a b i t e d by Libyan c i v i l 
servants m the executive branches 
(d) The Shara e l Shatt's housing u n i t s are found t o the east of 
T r i p o l i near the o f f i c e s of the Central Libyan Government The 
dwellings are f l a t s occupied by senior o f f i c i a l c i v i l servants 
(e) Gargaresh housing u n i t s are located v i t h m the western p a r t 
of T r i p o l i where the v i l l a zone i s found They co n s i s t of 
v i l l a s designed e s p e c i a l l y t o accommodate the f a m i l i e s of the 
Libyan Government m i n i s t e r s as w e l l as high o f f i c i a l c i v i l 
servants 

A l l these housing schemes were b u i l t to solve the accommo­
d a t i o n problem of the Libyan Government c i v i l servants who 
could not a f f o r d t o pay h i g h rents demanded elsewhere i n the 
c i t y Therefore, the Government on her p a r t t o help them has 
provided subsidized accommodation f o r these employees These 
housing u n i t s were not c a r e f u l l y planned by housing experts, 
but they provided accommodation f o r kSQ f a m i l i e s belonging to 
d i f f e r e n t income groups The p r i o r i t y m terms of a l l o c a t i o n 



P l a t e 6.10 Government m u l t i - s t o r e y b u i l d i n g s i n Omar e l Mukhtar s t r e e t 

P l a t e 6.11 Government Housing Scheme i n Hadba e l Khadra 
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of these dwellings was given to the Cyrenaican employees, 
policemen's f a m i l i e s and T r i p o l i t a n i a n c i v i l servants who 
migrated to T r i p o l i from the r i u . i l areas 

However, the /+68 dwellings erecbed "by tne C e n t r a l LiDyan 
jrovernment, only accommodated a very s n a i l p r o p o r t i o n of the 
t o t a l numbei of tne Libyan Government employees /ho number 
23 ,180 m the c i t y i t s e l f Thereio e about 90 per cent of 
these employees have no Government accommodation at a l l A 
high p r o p o r t i o n of them l i v e m t h e i r parent'3 houses w i t h i n 
the slums, others, wno number 6 , 0 0 0 , nave oeen leased houses 
by tne M i n i s t r y of Housing and State Property 

I n 1963 , the C e n t r a l Libyan Government announced a new 
housing scheme f o i o v e r s p i l l p o p u l a t i o n of l r i p o l i The 
chosen s i t e was v i r g i n land and owned by the State m the F l 
Hadba e l Khadra s i x kms t o the south-vest of T r i p o l i Althougl 
the area i s a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y s i t u a t e d /vithm the M u n i c i p a l i t y 
of Suk e l Juma, i t i s more l i n k e d economically and s o c i a l l y 
w i t h l r i p o l i Two thousand houses were completed by a Libyan 
b u i l d i n g f i r m i n 1 9fc>5 The design ox tnese new dwellings i s 
moie elaborate than the f i r s t P i o ^ i n c i a l Housing Scheme of 
1956 , and conforms to Libyan t r a d i t i o n s The dwellings are 
t e r r a c e d and each occupies 150 sq. metres comprising two rooms 
plus a Kitchen and Arab l a v a t o i y w i t h p r o v i s i o n 01 a c o u r t y a r d 
( P l a t e 6 1 1 ) 

These 2 ,000 new dwellings are not yet occupied owing t o 
the l a c k of p u b l i c u t i l i t i e s such as piped water, e l e c t r i c i t y 
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and sewerage system I n a d d i t i o n , there i s no p r o v i s i o n f o r 
other services 1 e shopping centre and s o c i a l amenities 
These houses w i l l e v e n t u a l l y he a l l o c a t e d t o the Shanty Town's 
people I n s h o r t , t h i s housing scheme w i l l create a new town 
f o r the o v e r s p i l l p o p u l a t i o n wno are g e n e r a l l y poor and 
cannot a f f o r d t o b u i l d t h e i r own new houses Although the 
scheme w i l l not solve the whole problem of the Shanty Town, 
i t w i l l provide accommodation f o r some of the poorer f a m i l i e s 

The I d r i s housing scheme i s t o be considered the biggest 
scheme ever planned i n Libya The scheme was announced by the 
Central Government of Libya i n 1965, and i t i s based on a wide 
n a t i o n a l scale and w i l l include a l l the urban centres as w e l l 
as the r u r a l areas The Government through the M i n i s t r y of 
Housing and State Property w i l l b u i l d 100,000 d w e l l i n g s , of 
which 60 per cent w i l l be i n r u r a l areas The lemamder w i l l 
be a l l o c a t e d f o r housing development w i t h i n the urban centres 
The housing scheme w i l l cost the Government £L kOO m i l l i o n s , 
and w i l l be completed by 1971 

The f i r s t stage of the I d r i s housing scheme consists of 
b u i l d i n g 9,199 dw e l l i n g s , and w i l l cost the Government £L 52 

m i l l i o n s The d i s t r i b u t i o n of these dwellings i s proposed as 
f o l l o w s -



2k1 

Table 6 7 I d r i a Housing Scheme i n Libya, 1967-1971 

Muqataa Wo of dwellings Percentage 

T r i p o l i 1 ,828 19 8 

Zawia 650 7 1 

Ganan 975 10 6 

Horns k76 5 2 

Misurata 668 7 3 

Se"bha 376 k 1 

Uban 36k 3 9 

Benghazi 1 ,777 19 3 

Beida 889 9 7 

Derna 1 ,196 13 0 

T o t a l 9,199 1 00 0 

Source M i n i s t r y of Housing and State Property, 1967 

The d i s t r i b u t i o n of the number of dwellings shows t h a t the 
highest number of dwellings w i l l be b u i l t m the l a r g e s t 
towns, where the housing snortage i s more acute, e g T r i p o l i , 
Benghazi and Derna T r i p o l i as the l a r g e s t town i n Libya 
would have 1,828 new d w e l l i n g s , the l a r g e s t number under the 
f i r s t stage of the I d r i s housing scheme ( F i g 6 8) Only 65 

per cent of the dwellings w i l l be b u i l t , w i t h i n the c i t y , the 
remainder w i l l be erected elsewhere w i t h i n the Muqataa 
boundary The dwellings w i l l cost £L 1 0 27 m i l l i o n s 
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Table 6 8 I d r i s Housing Units w i t h i n T r i p o l i 
Muqataa, 1 967-1 9 I T 

L o c a l i t y Libyan t r a d i ­
t i o n a l houses Pl a t s T o t a l 

T r i p o l i c i t y 600 598 1 ,198 
Army 50 50 

Suk e l Juma 1 00 1 00 
Tajura 60 60 
A z i z i a 60 60 
Ben G-ashir 60 60 
Suani Ben Adem 60 60 
E l Khetna 60 60 
E l Regheat 60 60 
E l Elawna 60 60 
E l G a r a b u l l i 60 60 

T o t a l 1 ,230 598 1 ,828 

Source M i n i s t r y of Housing and State Property, 1967 

Conclusion 
I t can be seen t h a t both land s p e c u l a t i o n and i n f l a t i o n of 

pri c e s have i n f l u e n c e d housing rents i n T r i p o l i I n a d d i t i o n , 
the g r e a t e r demand f o r houses by the m-migrants, Government 
c i v i l servants and o i l companies, have also c o n t r i b u t e d to the 
r i s e of housing rents Shortage of housing stock, together 
w i t h the absence of b u i l d i n g s o c i e t i e s i s also s i g n i f i c a n t 
f a c t o r This has, i n f a c t , r e s u l t e d i n the emergence of the 
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Shanty Town Both the I d r i s housing scheme and the 
improving mortgage system may ease the housing shortage and 
u l t i m a t e l y i t i s hoped reduce the rents i n p r o p o r t i o n to the 
incomes of the tenants 
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CHAPTER V I I 

DEMOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS 

A p o p u l a t i o n study of T r i p o l i i s of v i t a l importance t o 
the understanding of the urban growth of the c i t y and i t s 
fu n c t i o n s The pop u l a t i o n represents the dynamic f o r c e which 
a f f e c t s the whole urban growth of the c i b y Therefore 
d e t a i l e d analysis i s needed f o r a f u l l understanding of the 
urban s o c i e t y i n terms of i t s h i s t o r i c a l growth and i t s 
n a t u r a l increase Moreover, the a c t i v e p o p u l a t i o n represents 
tne economic f o r c e of the s o c i e t y Consequently, i t s study 
and demographic analysis are of great importance Urban 
d e n s i t i e s w i t h i n the r e s i d e n t i a l quarters of T r i p o l i are also 
s i g n i f i c a n t t o the urban geographer, as tney r e f l e c t the 
processes of urban growth i n r e l a t i o n t o c e r t a i n socio-economic 
forces F i n a l l y , p r o j e c t i o n of p o p u l a t i o n i s of v i t a l necessity 
i n order to understand the f u t u r e trends of the c i t y p o p u l a t i o n 
and t h e i r urban d e n s i t i e s A l l these f a c t o r s w i l l be examined 
i n d e t a i l i n the f o l l o w i n g chapter 
7 1 POPULATION GROWTH 

I t i s estimated by t r a v e l l e r s t h a t the p o p u l a t i o n of 
T r i p o l i m 1509 A D was about 10,000 ^ ^ During the occupatior 
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by Spaniards and "by the Knights of St John (1510-1535) the 
pop u l a t i o n declined t o 5,000 owing t o war losses and i n s e c u r i t y 
r e s u l t i n g i n o u t - m i g r a t i o n of people t o the nearby oasis of 
Ta^ura During most of the Ottoman A d m i n i s t r a t i o n which 
extended f o r a p e r i o d of fo u r centuries (1535-1911 ) the only 
a v a i l a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n on the p o p u l a t i o n of T r i p o l i was given by 
Hiss T u l l y who s t a t e d i n her d i a r i e s t h a t the c i t y of T r i p o l i 
contained ll+,000 i n h a b i t a n t s m 1785 By c o n t r a s t , the B r i t i s h 
consul i n T r i p o l i estimated the p o p u l a t i o n of the c i t y as 

(2) 

25,000 i n 1790 v J More precise i n f o r m a t i o n i s impossible t o 
l o c a t e , thus the f i g u r e f o r T r i p o l i ' s p o p u l a t i o n at the end of 
the 18th century would seem to l i e between the two estimates 
given above At the close of the Tu r k i s h A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , the 
Turks c a r r i e d out a census of p o p u l a t i o n of T r i p o l i and T r i p o l i -
t a n i a as a whole The Turkish census of 1911 gave the f o l l o w i n g 
f i g u r e s 

Table 7 1 Population of T r i p o l i , 1911 

L o c a l i t y Libyans Jews T o t a l 

Old Town 12,287 10,376 22,663 

L I Menshia 7,620 95 7,715 
T o t a l 19,907 10,1+71 30,378 

The Old Town had s i x quarters 111 1911 (Mahallet e l Baladia, 
Khushat e l S u f f a r , Hornet Garian, Bab e l Bahr, L I Hara &1 

Kebira and Hara e l Saghira) comprising 53 0 per cent of the 
po p u l a t i o n The Menshia area had 16 quarters c o n t a i n i n g the res" 
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Table 7 2 D i s t r i b u t i o n of Population w i t h i n T r i p o l i 
quarters i n 1911, 1 952+ and 1 9^4 

Quarter 
Popu­
l a t i o n 

i n 
1911 

% 
Popu­
l a t i o n 

i n 
1 952+ 

Popu­
l a t i o n 
m 

1 9 62+ 
% 

Increas* 
or 

decreas< 
between 
1 95U-62+ 

% 
1 B e l k h e i r 2,159 7 1 16,173 12 2+ 17,32+1 8 r C 1 2+ 
2 Bu Harida 536 1 8 3,001+ 2 3 5,001 2 I 2 2+ 
3 Dahra 2,328 7 7 10,652 8 2 10,72+2 5 L 0 1 
2+ E l N u f l e m 626 2 0 2,2+88 1 9 4 ,1 73 1 { 2 0 
5 Shara e l Gart 

Shara e l Keb: 
>i 5U5 1 8 l+,968 3 8 19,015 8 c 18 3 

6 
Shara e l Gart 
Shara e l Keb: •r 917 3 0 6,796 5 3 15,629 7 2 10 7 

7 Bab e l Bahr 2,262 7 5 6,023 2+ 6 6,125 2 c - 0 1 
8 Gargaresh 363 1 2 2,600 1 9 l2+,989 7 1 15 0 
9 Kura e l Balac 

(Shanty Town 
l i a 
) - 19,060 12+ 5 25,061 11 7 3 

10 Hornet G-arian 5,315 11 5 7 752 5 9 6,751 3 1 1 3 
11 Mahallet e l 

Baladia 1 ,72+0 5 7 5,532 2+ 2 2+,972+ 2 0 8 
12 Mizran 2,073 6 8 12,773 9 8 1 2,2+61 5 £ 0 3 
13 Kushat e l 

Suf f a r 2,277 7 5 5,U99 2+ 3 2+,970 2 0 6 
1U Shara e l Bay 572 1 9 2+,l22+ 3 2 6,915 3 r 

& 3 2+ 
15 Shara e l Sr n i 360 1 2 i+,397 3 5 10,067 2+ i 6 9 
16 Shara e l Shatt 205 I Shara e l Zawia 609 

0 7 82+2 0 7 1 ,307 0 t 0 5 
17 

Shara e l Shatt 205 I Shara e l Zawia 609 2 0 5,787 2+ 5 l2+,960 7 C 11 1 
18 Shara Ben 

Ashur 1,032 3 k 7,575 5 8 25,555 12 r 21 0 
19 Zawiet e l 

Dahmani 1 ,05k 3 5 2+,l93 3 8 6,52+1 3 ( 2 8 
20 Hara e l Kebi: >a2 , 5 22+ 8 3 - -
21 Hara e l 

Saghira 3,788 12 5 
22 Maqtaa e l 

Ha j a r 716 2 
23 Bu Slim 130 0 5 - -

T o t a l 30,378 1 00 C 130,238 100 0 212,577 100 C 100 0 
° •* r\j, A A nrz\. A n £ l . et 
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I n 1911, the h i g h c o n c e n t r a t i o n of p o p u l a t i o n w i t h i n the 
Old Town was p r i m a r i l y r e l a t e d t o s e c u r i t y reasons The outer 
quarters of the Menshia were not safe because of prevalence of 
various crimes such as housebreaking and robbery Consequently, 
businessmen, t r a d e r s , shopkeepers, and those who possessed 
wealth, were forced f o r t h e i r s e c u r i t y t o l i v e m the Old Town 
Moreover, the o f f i c e s of the Turkish A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , s e c u r i t y 
f01ces and other s o c i a l organizations were lo c a t e d i n the Old 
Town Hence the p o p u l a t i o n density was 608 7 persons per 
hectare 

The d i s t r i b u t i o n of ethnic groaps was uneven The Libyan 
p o p u l a t i o n c o n s t i t u t e d 61 7 per cent of the t o t a l of the Old 
lown's p o p u l a t i o n They were concentrated m f o u r r e s i d e n t i a l 
quarters The r e s t of the p o p u l a t i o n was composed of Jews, 
98 8 per cent of whom were concentrated i n the r e s i d e n t i a l 
quarters of E l Hara e l Saghira and E l Hara e l Kebira, an 
i n d i c a t i o n of marked segregation 

The Menshia area w i t n 3»MU hectares was l a r g e r than the 
Old Town R e s i d e n t i a l quarters were s c a t t e r e d tnroughout the 
whole area, most were located w i t h i n a g r i c u l t u r a l lands, as a 
lar g e p r o p o r t i o n of p o p u l a t i o n were engaged i n a g r i c u l t u r e 
Consequently, t i e d i s t r i b u t i o n of p o p u l a t i o n throughout the 
whole Menshia was sc a t t e r e d w i t h a low po p u l a t i o n d e n s i t y of 
three persons per hectare 

The f i r s t I t a l i a n census (de j u r e ) of 1931 gave T r i p o l i 
a p o p u l a t i o n of 58,521 The second census (de__facto) of 
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1936 gave the c i t y a p o p u l a t i o n of 66,1+79 Fo i n f o r m a t i o n 
was given m e i t h e r censuses on the d i s t r i b u t i o n of the popu­
l a t i o n w i t h i n the c i t y quarters 

Tne Libyan Government w i t h the help of U N t e c h n i c a l 
advisors conducted the f i r s t n a t i o n a l census on August 1st , 

1954 (see Table 7 2 ) , when 130,238 v/ere counted i n T r i p o l i 
The d i s t r i b u t i o n of po p u l a t i o n w i t h i n the c i t y i n general can 
be c l a s s i f i e d as f o l l o w s -
1 The Old Town w i t h i t s f o u r quarters (Mahallet e l Baladia, 

Kushat e l S u f f a r , Bab e l Bahr and Hornet Garian) wmch had 
a po p u l a t i o n of 21+, 206 or 19 0 per cent of the t o t a l 
p o p u lation of the c i t y i n 1954 

2 The new tovn w i t h i t s f o u r t e e n quarters which had a 
popu l a t i o n of 87,372 or 66 k per cent of tne t o t a l 

3 The Shanty Town which had a pop u l a t i o n of 19,060 or 1 k 5 
per cent of the t o t a l 

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o note t h a t the p o p u l a t i o n of the Old 
Town increased f 1 om 1 6,1 03 i n 1911 t o 21+,806 m 1954, a net 
increase of 8,703 The Menshia area 01 the new town, on the 
other hand, experienced a pop u l a t i o n growth of 76,961 between 
1911 -1954, from 10,1+71 i n 1911 t o 87,372 i n 1954 

Four quarters have vanished from 1954 census, namely E l 
Hara e l Kebira and El Hara e l Saghira, Maqtaa e l Hajar and 
Bu Slim The i n h a b i t a n t s of the f i r s t two quarters were Jews 
who emigrated to Palestine from 1947 onwards Maqtaa e l Ha j a r 
was annexed t o Dahra quart e r , and Bu Slim quarter was annexed 
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t o Suk e l Juma d i s t r i c t The Shantv Town or Kura e l Baladia 
emerged as a new r e s i d e n t i a l area from 1929 onwards when the 
I t a l i a n Government est a b l i s h e d t h i s quarter as a settlement 
area f o r r u r a l m-migrants 

The two main f a c t o r s associated w i t h the growth of the 
uiban p o p u l a t i o n of T r i p o l i between 1911 and 1954 are n a t u r a l 
increase of p o p u l a t i o n due to improvement m h e a l t h s e r v i c e s , 
and m - m i g r a t i o n of r u r a l people, p a r t i c u l a r l y a f t e r the Second 
^ o r l d War, who came to the c i t y seeking employment i n the 
p r i v a t e sector oi i n the c i v i l s e r v i c e , p o l i c e f o r c e or army 

I n 1964, the Cen t r a l Libyan Government conducted another 
general census f o r the whole country This took place on 
August 1 s t , 1964 The census gave the f o l l o w i n g f i g u r e s ^ } 

Table 7 3 Population of Libya and i t s tv/o c a p i t a l s . 

No of p o p u l a t i o n 
Libya 1,56U,369 

T r i p o l i 212,577 

Benghazi 137,295 

T r i p o l i ' s p o p u l a t i o n c o n s t i t u t e d 13 6 per cent of the 
t o t a l , whereas Benghazi represented 8 7 per cent I n the 1954 

census T r i p o l i c o n s t i t u t e d 11 9 per cent and Benghazi formed 
6 4 per cent (69,718) of the t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n of Libya 
(1 ,088,889) ^ 

Table 7 2 reveals t h a t the highest p o p u l a t i o n concentra­
t i o n occurred i n the Shara Ben Ashur, Shanty Town and Belkheir 
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q u a r t e r s I n g e n e r a l , 15 out o f 19 q u a r t e r s e x p e r i e n c e d an 

i n c r e a s e i n p o p u l a t i o n The q u a r t e r s may be grouped as f o l l o w s 

1 D e c l i n i n g q u a r t e r s such as M a h a l l e t e l B a l a d i a , Hornet 

G-anan, and Kushat e l S u f f a r and M i z r a n The f i r s t f o u r 

q u a r t e r s are l o c a t e d w i t h i n t h e Old Town, whereas M i z r a n 

l i e s w i t h i n t h e c e n t r a l "business d i s t r i c t T n i s d e c l i n e 

i n p o p u l a t i o n i s p r i m a r i l y r e l a t e d t o d e t e r i o r a t i o n o f t h e 

d w e l l i n g s o f t h e above q u a r t e r s , t r a n s f e r o f some o f t h e s e 

t o workshops and warehouses and f i n a l l y t o t h e improvement 

o f t h e s t a n d a r d o f l i v i n g t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e d e s i r e o f t h e 

i n h a b i t a n t s t o l i v e i n b e t t e r h o u s i n g c o n d i t i o n s 

2 S t a t i c or r e a r s t a t i c q u a r t e r s , °uch as B e l k h e i r and Bab 

e l Baar, s u f f e r e d from d e t e r i o r a t i o n and t h e t r a n s f e r o f 

use from r e s i d e n t i a l t o commercial and i n d u s t r i a l f u n c t i o n s 

(warehouses and h a n d i c r a f t workshops) 

3 Dynamic gr o w t h q u a r t e r s i n c l u d e a l l t h e new r e s i d e n t i a l 

areas w i t h i n t h e middle and o u t e r zones ( P i g 7 1) 

P o p u l a t i o n growth r a t e 

Between 1 95U- and ^^Sk, the t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n o f the c i t y 

i n c r e a s e d from 130,238 t o 212,577 - an i n c r e a s e o f 82,339 

persons T h i s r e p r e s e n t s a growth o f 6 3 p e r cen t p e r annum 

over t h e decade I n - m i g r a t i o n over t h e same p e r i o d was p u t a t 

2+0,82/4. by the M u n i c i p a l i t y o f T r i p o l i (see T a b l e 7 7) Hence 

m - m i g r a t i o n and n a t u r a l i n c r e a s e c o n t r i b u t e d r o u g h l y equal 

shares t o T r i p o l i ' s t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h N a t u r a l i n c r e a s e 

was e s t i m a t e d a t 2 95 per cent per annum by t h e M i n i s t r y o f 
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P l a n n i n g and Development, t a l l y i n g w i t h t h e c a l c u l a t i o n s 
f 8) 

above ^ ' Such a h i g h r a t e of n a t u r a l i n c r e a s e i s f e a s i b l e 

because o f t h e r e c e n t urban e x p a n s i o n , g e n e r a l improvement m 

h e a l t h s e r v i c e s and a c o r r e s p o n d i n g l o w e r i n g o f m o r t a l i t y 

p a r t i c u l a r l y i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y U n f o r t u n a t e l y , data on popu­

l a t i o n g r o w t h o f o t h e r L i o y a n towns are c o n f u s i n g and o v e r ­

e s t i m a t e d 

The p r o j e c t e d p o p u l a t i o n f o r T r i p o l i i n 1979 has been 

c a l c u l a t e d by t h e M i n i s t r y of P l a n n i n g and Development t o be 
(a) 

328,676, K ' on t h e b a s i s of a p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h r a t e o f 2 95 

per cent (see i a b l e 7 2) T h i s f i g u r e suggests t h a t the c i t y 

w i l l o n l y have an i n c r e a s e i n p o p u l a t i o n o f 116,099 between 

196^ and 1979 T ' i s 116,099 p l a n n e d i n c r e a s e w i l l be unevenly 

spread t h r o u g h o u t t h e c i t y For example, t h e Old Town and 

Luzran q u a r t e i ( c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t ) w i l l n o t e x p e r i e n c e 

a p l a n n e d i n c r e a s e i n p o p u l a t i o n B e l k h e i r q u a r t e r w h i c h i s 

a l s o l o c a t e d m the c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t , w i l l e x p e r i e n c e 

o n l y a s m a l l p l a ned i n c r e a s e i n p o p u l a t i o n Other q u a r t e r s o f 

the c i t y w i l l have a l a r g e i n c r e a s e m t h e number o f t h e i r 

i n h a b i t a n t s , p r i m a r i l y due t o t h e f a c t t h a t these q u a r t e r s a r e 

no t f u l l y b u i l t - u p areas, and so t h e r e i s much room f o r t h e 

r e s i d e n t i a l area t o expand outwards p a r t i c u l a r l y on t h e 

u n c u l t i v a t e d and wafate lands 

7 2 NATURAL INCREASE 

I n o r d e r t o understand t h e n a t u r a l i n c r e a s e m T r i p o l i i t 

i s necessary t o examine m more d e t a i l t h e p a t t e r n s o f f e r t i l i t y 
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and m o r t a l i t y w i t h i n the c i t y 

P a t t e r n s o f f e r t i l i t y 

A rough measure of t h e f e r t i l i t y o f t h e L i b y a n woman i s 

f u r n i s h e d "by the r a t i o o f c h i l d r e n under f i v e years o f age t o 

women between 15-̂ +9 years o l d as enumerated i n t h e 1 9 3 6 , ^ ° ^ 
( A A ) ( A 2) 

1954 and 1964 censuses v ; T h i s r a t i o i s c a l c u l a t e d a t 

683 c h i l d r e n per 1,000 women i n 1936, 672 i n 1954 and 963 m 

1964 

The r a t i o f o r T r i p o l i t a n i a m 1954 i s o n l y 666 c h i l d r e n t o 

every 1 ,000 women, and 543 2 m 1964 The r a t i o f o r T r i p o l i 

c i t y was 701 c h i l d r e n per 1 ,000 women i n 1954 and 955 m 1964 

T h i s f i g u r e f o r T r i p o l i suggests t h a t t h e c i t y women are more 

f e r t i l e t h a n m L i b y a o r T r l p o l i t a n i a as a whole 

The crude f e i t i l i t y r a t i o f o r L i b y a n s i n T r i p o l i i s c a l ­

c u l a t e d t o be 54 1 and 90 9 i n 1954 and 1961+ r e s p e c t i v e l y , 

w h i l e t h e crude f e r t i l i t y r a t i o f o r t h e a l i e n p o p u l a t i o n i n 

t h e c i t y i n 1964 was 44 1 I n Benghazi, t h e crude f e r t i l i t y 

r a t i o f o r Libyans was 57 3 and 85 3 i n 1954 and 1964 r e s p e c ­

t i v e l y , whereas t h e crude f e r t i l i t y r a t i o f o r t h e a l i e n s was 

52.4 I n o t h e r words, t h e crude f e r t i l i t y r a t i o f o r women i n 

T r i p o l i was lowe r i n 1954 and h i g h e r m 1964 t h a n t h e crude 
( 1 3 ) 

f e r t i l i t y r a t i o m Benghazi v ' The reason f o r L i b y a n h i g h 

crude f e r t i l i t y r a t i o i n T r i p o l i i s p a r t l y r e l a t e d t o t h e 

generous f a m i l y a l l o w a n c e and l a c k o f f a m i l y p l a n n i n g c e n t r e s , 

as w e l l as t o t h e y o u t h f u l age s t r u c t u r e o f the p o p u l a t i o n 

R e l i a b l e data on b i r t h r a t e s i n L i b y a i n g e n e r a l and 
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T r i p o l i m p a r t i c u l a r i s l a c k i n g Pan m h i s " P o p u l a t i o n 

S t u d i e s on L i b y a " e s t i m a t e d the " b i r t h r a t e s m L i b y a t o be 

about 35-^-0 per thousand Dr Shenwani gave a crude b i r t h 

r a t e of 19 2 per thousand f o r Benghazi and 39 0 per thousand 
(-15) 

f o r Derna v ' His e s t i m a t i o n however was based on some sample 

surveys on Gyrenaican towns i n 1951 

More r e c e n t f i g u r e s by t h e Census and S t a t i s t i c a l D e p a r t ­

ment gave t h e f o l l o w i n g f i g u r e s 
Table 7 k Crude b i r t h r a t e s i n t h r e e Muqataas, 1 96i+-1 966 

Muqataa 
Crude b i r t h r a t e s 

Muqataa 
196U 1965 1966 

T r i p o l i 28 7 30 k 31 7 

Benghazi 28 5 33 7 37 2 

J e b e l e l Akhdar 2k 0 33 3 39 9 

Source S t a t i s t i c a l A b s t r a c t , T r i p o l i , 1966, p 20 

T h i s f i g u r e shows t h a t a l l t h e above Muqataas have 

e x p t r i e n c e d a r i s e m b i r t h r a t e s f r o m "[36k onwards T h i s 

i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e b i r t h r a t e s have not reached kO p e r thousand 

as suggested by Pan b u t are not as low as suggested by Dr 

Shenwani, b u t t h e r i s e may be t h e r e s u l t o f i n c r e a s e d r e p o r t i n g 

o f D i r t h s 

Tne c a l c u l a t i o n conducted by t h e w r i t e r on t h e b i r t h r a t e s 

o f T r i p o l i gave t h e f o l l o w i n g f i g u r e s 
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Table 7 5 B i r t h r a t e s i n T r i p o l i , 1955-1967 

L i b y a n s I t a l i a n s 

P o p u l a­
t i o n ( i n 
December) 

B i r t h s 
B i r t h 
r a t e 

N a t u ­
r a l 

i n ­
crease 

P o p u l a ­
t i o n ( i n 
December) 

B i r t h s 
B i r t h 
r a t e 

TTati 
r a ] 
i n -

c r e j 
r a t e ra1 

1955 118,921 2,633 22 1 12 7 30,520 61+2 21 0 14 
1956 122,872 2,716 22 1 14 7 30,312 621+ 20 5 11+ 
1957 129,025 2,891 22 k 15 k 30,51U 611+ 20 1 13, 
1953 133,663 2,357 17 6 11 6 30,819 7UU 2k 1 17 
1959 139,61+7 3,303 23 6 17 k 30,523 659 21 5 16 
1960 114-5,819 3,U21 23 k 18 2 29,1446 671 22 7 17 
1961 153,327 4,01+6 26 3 21 7 27,705 597 21 5 15 
1962 161 ,381+ k,689 29 0 25 6 26 915 1+75 17 6 11 
1963 170,088 U,896 28 7 21+ 9 26,659 579 21 7 16 
1961+ 178,530 5,61+1+ 31 6 26 5 26,281+ 621+ 23 7 16 
1965 189,01 0 5,758 30 1+ 23 2 26 ,509 359 13 5 19 
1966 198,576 5,835 29 3 22 2 26 502 365 13 7 8 
1967 207,14-96 6,313 30 1+ 21+ 9 25,382 272 10 7 6 

Source S t a t i s t i c a l Department, M u n i c i p a l i t y o f T r i p o l i 
T"9£B" 

Table 7 5 r e v e a l s i n c r e a s i n g L i b y a n b i r t h s and b i r t h r a t e s 

over t he whole p e r i o d , b u t t h e f i g u r e s a r e s e r i o u s l y a f f e c t e d 

by u n d e r - r e g i s t r a t i o n The l o w e s t b i r t h r a t e o f 1958 was 

p r o b a b l y due t o u n r e p o r t e d b i r t h s a t T r i p o l i M u n i c i p a l i t y , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y on t h e p a r t o f t h e m - m i g r a n t s o f the Shanty Town 

and o t h e r r e s i d e n t i a l areas where m - m i g r a n t s are c o n c e n t r a t e d 

The average b i r b h r a t e s f o r 13 yeai s i s 25 9 per tnousand 

T h i s f i g u r e appears r e a s o n a b l e b u t i t c o u l d be u n d e r - e s t i m a t e d 

T h i s r i s i n g b i r t h r a t e may be p r i m a r i l y due t o t h e improve-
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ment i n h e a l t h s e r v i c e s w i t h i n t h e c i t y , p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r 

exp e c t a n t mothers and those w i t h c h i l d r e n 

The b i r t h r a t e f o r I t a l i a n s i s lov'er t h a n t h a t o f the 

Lib y a n s I t ranges from 10 5 per thousand t o 24 1 The low 

b i r t h l a t e s o f 1965 onwards may be due t o e m i g r a t i o n o f young 

m a r r i e d couples t o I t a l y However, t h e average b i r t h r a t e f o r 

13 years i s 19 4, which i s p r o b a b l y r e l a t e d t o t h e h i g h s t a n ­

d a r d o f l i v i n g among t h e I t a l i a n p o p u l a t i o n 

M o r t a l i t y 

There i s no a c c u r a t e i n f o r m a t i o n on death r a t e s i n L i b y a 

as a whole T h i s i s due t o many reasons, f i r s t l y , deaths a r e 

not r e p o r t e d i n r u r a l areas Secondly, no r e p o r t i n g i s u s u a l l y 

made f o r i n f a n t deaths or f o r c h i l d r e n d y i n g under t h e age o f 

5 years T h i s i s so even i n T r i p o l i c i t y , e s p e c i a l l y among 

t h e low-income groups T h i r d l y , s t r i c t r e g u l a t i o n i s l a c k i n g 

c o n c e r n i n g r e p o r t i n g on m o r t a l i t y 

Pan e s t i m a t e d t h a t t h e d e a t n r a t e i n L i b y a i n 1936 was 

35 per thousand v ( / I n 1951, Dr Shenwani, a U n i t e d N a t i o n s 

o f f i c i a l , gave a crude d e a t h r a t e o f 5 9 p e r thousand o f 

p o p u l a t i o n , and put i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y at 43 5 p e r thousand ^ ^ 

The Department o f Census and s t a t i s t i c s o f t h e M i n i s t r y 

o f Economy and Trade g i v e s t h e dea t h r a t e f i g u r e s f o r T r i p o l i 

as 4*4, 3 4 and 4 1 per thousand f o r 1964, 1965 and 1966 

r e s p e c t i v e l y v J ' 

The r e p o r t e d death rabes f o i T r i p o l i between 1955-67, 

w h i c h are n o t v e r y r e l i a b l e , are c a l c u l a t e d by the w r i t e r as 
f o l l o w s -
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Table 7 6 Deatn Rates m T r i p o l i . 1955-1967 

L i b y a n s I t a l i a n s 
Year 

Deaths Death 
per 1 , 

r a t e 
000 Deaths Death r a t e 

p er 1 ,000 

1955 ' 1,114 9 4 196 6 4 ' 

1 956 901 7 3 176 I 5 8 

1957 906 7 0 205 6 7 

1958 808 6 0 181 5 8 

1959 869 6 2 1 63 5 3 

1 960 768 5 2 149 5 0 

1961 712 4 6 168 6 0 

1962 562 3 187 6 9 

1963 661 3 8 147 5 5 

1964 921 5 1 184 7 0 

1965 1 ,371 7 2 1 06 3 9 

1 966 1 ,225 r-
O 1 130 4 9 

1967 1 ,152 5 5 113 4 4 

Source S t a t i s t i c a l Department, M u n i c i p a l i t y of T r i p o l i , 1 9 6 ^ 

The average death r a t e f o r L i b y a n s f o r these 13 years i s 

5 9 p e r thousand and t h e average among t h e I t a l i a n p o p u l a t i o n 

i s 5 6 p e r thousand f o r t n e same p e r i o d More r e l i a b l e f i g u r e s 

on d e a t h r a t e s f o r T r i p o l i were c a l c u l a t e d oy R H a r t l e y who 

suggested t h a t the crude d e a t h r a t e s f o r T r i p o l i m 1954 and 

1964 were 22 and 19 p e r thousand r e s p e c t i v e l y , whereas BenghaziS 
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r a t i o s were c a l c u l a t e d t o be 26 and 21 per thousand r e s p e c t ­

i v e l y These f i g u r e s i r a p l y t h a t t h e r e was a deciease i n 

d e a t h r a t e s i n T r i p o l i b et/een 1 95m--1 9&k due t o the st e a d y 

impiovement o f h e a l t h f a c i l i t i e s i o i b o t h a d u l t s and c h i l d r e n 

T r i p o l i , f o r i n s t a n c e , has s i x h o s p i t a l s w i t h 2,520 beds 

The t o t a l number oi d o c t o i s was 300 m 1966 (one d o c t o r f o r 
(21 

every 766 p e r s o n s ) , a v e r y h i g h r a t e f o r a d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r y 

A p a r t from t h e Government h o s p i t a l s , t h e r e were more t h a n 50 

p r i v a t e and g e n e r a l c l i n i c s w i t h s u r g e r y o p e r a t i o n rooms as 

w e l l as 36 d i s p e n s a r i e s 

N a t u r a l I n c r e a s e 

I t i s e x t r e m e l y d i f f i c u l t t o c a l c u l a t e t n e n a t u r a l i n c r e a s e 

r a t e f o r a c o u n t r y where t h e v i t a l s t a t i s + i c s on b i r t h s and 

deaths are not a c c u r a t e N e v e r t h e l e s s , the v r i t e r has c a l c u ­

l a t e d t h e n a t u r a l i n c r e a s e r a t e f o r T r i p o l i c i t y u s i n g the 

a v a i l a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n p r o v i d e d by t h e M u n i c i p a l i t y o f T r i p o l i 

(see Table 7 5)* b u t i n f a c t , t h e n a t u r a l i n c r e a s e r a t e i s 

p r o b a b l y r a t h e r h i g h e r t h a n these c a l c u l a t i o n s owing t o 

i n a c c u r a c y o f r e g i s t i a t i o n o f deatns and b i r t h s I t i s 

suggested by R H a r t l e y t h a t t h e annual n a t u r a l i n c r e a s e f o r 
(22) 

L i b y a between 1954-1961+ was 2 6 t o j 1 per ce n t v 1 These 

f i g u r e s may be a l s o a p p l i c a b l e f o r T r i p o l i 

7 3 MIGRATION 

M i g r a t i o n i s a l s o a n o t h e r c o n t r i b u t o r y f a c t o r t o t h e 

i n c r e a s e d number o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n o f t h e c i t y , p a r t i c u l a r l y 

between 1954 and 1964 
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I n - m i g r a t ^ o n 

I n - m i g r a t i o n began v / i t h t i e I t a l i a n r u l e m L i b y a , and 

was s t i m u l a t e d by s e v e r a l f a c t o r s F i r s t , many drought yea±s 

have h i t T r i p o l i t a m a n s , as m 1937 and 1947, and have r e s u l t e d 

m t h e f a i l u r e o f h a r v e s t s , p a i t i c u l a r l y c e r e a l s and o l i v e 

t r e e s whic'i Aere t n e most i m p o r t a a t elements m the r u r a l 

economy Second, l a c k o f c a p i t a l t o manage i r r i g a t e d f arms, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y i n M i s u r a t a , Zawia and A g e l a t , has f o r c e d many 

poor f a i m e r s t o l e a v e t h e n l a n d and t o m i g r a t e t o T r i p o l i 

T h i r d , t h e f r a g m e n t a t i o n o f a g r i c u l t u r a l lands w i t h i n t h e r u r a l 

areas o f T i i s u r a t a , Horns and Z l i t e n i s a l s o r e s p o n s i b l e I o r 

t h i s m - m i g r a t i o n T h i s i s r e l a t e d t o t h e p r e v a l e n c e o f t h e 

shared i n h e r i t a n c e s y s t e n i n Moslem c o u n t r i e s which excludes 

p r i m o g e n i t u r e F o u r t h , i t i s suggested t h a t t h e d e c l i n e o f t h e 

underground water resources and u s i n g s a l i n i t y i n t h e s o i l are 

a l s o r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e d e c l i n e i n t h e p r o d u c t i v i t y o f t h e 

t r a d i t i o n a l L i b y a n farms along t h e coast o f P r i p o l i t a n i a and 

some p a r t s o f t h e J e f a r a P l a i n F i f t n , p o p u l a t i o n p r e s s u r e on 

some a g r i c u l t u r a l l a n d s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e J e b e l r e g i o n s such 

as Tarhuna, G-arian, Y e f r e n and N a l u t has f o r c e d many v i l l a g e r s 

and garden owners t o m i g r a t e t o the c i t y S i x t h , o i l e x p l o r a ­

t i o n s i n c e 1956 and o i l d i s c o v e r i e s s i n c e 1959 have p l a y e d an 

i m p o r t a n t r o l e m a t t r a c t i n g r u r a l m i g r a n t s t o come t o T r i p o l i 

s e e k i n g employment m o i l companies 

S o c i a l f a c t o r s a re a l s o i m p o r t a n t , such as tne impact o f 

e d u c a t i o n on t n e ;young people e n c o u r a g i n g them t o seek jobs i n 
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t h e c i t / The e n t e r t a i n m e n t a t t r a c t i o n s o f urban l i f e 

(cinemas, n i g h t c l u b s , e t c ) are a l s o s i g n i f i c a n t elements 

i n drawing r u r a l d w e l l e r s t o the c i t y 

I n t h e I t a l i a n t i m e s , t h e number o f m - m i g r a n t s was 

r e s t r i c t e d by t h e I t a l i a n Government who a l l o w e d o n l y a 

l i m i t e d number o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n t o leave t h e i r farms When 

t h e I t a l i a n r u l e ended m 1943, T r i p o l i began t o ex p e r i e n c e 

an i n f l u x o f m - m i g r a n t s who came t o t h e c i t y t o work e i t h e r 

m t h e B r i t i s h Army i n s t a l l a t i o n s 01 a t i/heelus F i e l d American 

A i r Base, 7 k i l o m e t r e s t o t h e east o f T r i p o l i A l a r g e 

number o f w o r k e r s , exceeding 3 , 0 0 0 , /ere f u l l y employed m 

these m i l i t a r y i n s t a l l a t i o n s ^ f t e r Independence m 1951 

t h e number o f m - m i g i a n t s rose owing t o i n c r e a s e d a v a i l a b i ­

l i t y o f employment m Government s e r v i c e s such as the p o l i c e 

f o r c e , army, a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , commerce, t r a n s p o r t and t o some 

e x t e n t m i n d u s t r y O i l d i s c o v e r i e s s i n c e 1959 and o i l 

p r o d u c t i o n f r o m 1961 onwards have enhanced t h e m - m i g r a t i o n 

f r o m the r u r a l areas t o T r i p o l i ( P i g 7 2) R u r a l m i g r a n t s 

move i n i t i a l l y t o t h e c i t y and t h e n t h e y are g i v e n jobs e i t h e r 

i n t h e c i t y i t s e l f or i n t h e o i l companies' d e s e r t f i e l d s , 

b u t m b o t h cases, t h e c i t y becomes t h e new p l a c e of r e s i d e n c e 

f o r them and t h e i r f a m i l i e s 
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T a b l e 7 7 I n and Out M i g r a t i o n ( L i b y a n s ) 1943-1967 

Year No o f m A v e r a 0 e p e r No o f out Average p e r Year m i g r a n t s month m i g r a n t s month 

1943 3,414 284 5 50 4 1 
1944 1 ,366 113 8 256 21 3 
1945 900 75 0 403 33 6 
1946 1,432 119 3 659 54 9 
1947 4,473 372 7 360 30 0 
1948 5,431 452 5 259 21 5 
1949 1 ,665 138 7 330 27 5 
1950 1,053 87 7 285 23 7 
1951 1 ? ? <? 

1952 ? «? ? ? 
1953 3,589 299 0 127 10 5 
1954 5,032 419 3 227 18 9 
1955 3,266 272 1 702 58 5 
1956 2,349 195 7 289 24 0 
1957 4,634 386 1 418 34 8 
1958 2,388 199 0 315 26 2 
1959 3,641 303 4 257 21 4 
1960 4,115 342 9 686 57 1 
1961 5,147 428 9 909 75 7 
1962 5,260 438 3 863 71 9 
1963 5,081 423 4 711 59 2 
1964 4,943 411 9 821 68 4 
1965 5,971 497 5 855 71 2 
1966 5,730 477 5 1 ,899 158 2 
1967 5,351 445 9 1 ,747 145 5 

T o t a l 86,231 312 4 13,428 48 6 

Source S t a t i s t i c a l Department, M u n i c i p a l i t y o f T r i p o l i , 
T9SB" 
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Table 7 7 r e v e a l s t h a t c o n s i d e r a b l e m - m i g r a t i o n o c c u r r e d 

m 1943 f o l l o w e d by f l u c t u a t i o n m numbers u n t i l 1950 The 

number o f m - m i g r a n t s r e c o r d e d f o r 1953 was s i m i l a r , b u t i t 

began t o i n c r e a s e e s p e c i a l l y a f t e r 1960 The average number o f 

m - m i g r a n t s per montn v a r i e d from 199 i n 1958 t o 497 4 m 1965 

The annual average o f m - m i g r a n t s i s 3,749 persons f o r t h e 

p e r i o d s 1943-50 and 1953-67 

The L i b y a n m - m i g r a n t s who r e t u r n e d from T u n i s i a and 

s e t t l e d down i n T r i p o l i are a l s o i m p o r t a n t s i n c e t h e y c o n t r i ­

b u t e d t o t h e i n c r e a s i n g number o f tn e c i t y ' s i m m i g r a n t p o p u l a ­

t i o n They s t a r t e d t o r e t u r n t o T r i p o l i f rom 1957 onwards when 

th e T u n i s i a n Government began t o adopt a new p o l i c y based on 

p r i o r i t y f o r T u n i s i a n s m employment, h o u s i n g and s o c i a l s e r ­

v i c e s T h i s c r e a t e d d i f f i c u l t i e s f o r the L i b y a n s t o l i v e i n 

T u n i s i a I n a d d i t i o n , many wanted t o r e t u r n home t o b e n e f i t 

f r o m t h e i n c r e a s e d o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r work i n L i b y a As a r e s u l t 

t he L ibyans l i v i n g i n T u n i s i a began t o r e t u r n t o L i b y a and t h e i r 

t o t a l number reacned 26,695 "by 1967 (December), o f whom 10,099 

s e t t l e d down m T r i p o l i 

T a b l e 7 8 Number o f L i b y a n s who r e t u r n e d f r o m T u n i s i a 
t o l i v e m T r i p o l i (1957-1967) 

Year ho o f m - m i g r a n t s 

1957-1963 1,548 
1964 3,487 
1965 2,657 
1 966 1 ,340 
1967 1 ,067 

T o t a l 10,099 
Source. M i n i s t r v o f Labour and S n m a l A f f a i r ' s i Q67 
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A h i g h p r o p o r t i o n o f these l n - r a i g r a n t s are c o n c e n t r a t e d 

i n t h e Shanty Town, Shara e l G a r b i i n G u r g i , and G o t t e l 

Shaal i n Gargaresh The r e s t are w i d e l y d i s t r i b u t e d w i t h i n 

the r e s i d e n t i a l areas o f t h e low income groups 

Place o f b i r t h 

The census o f 1964 r e v e a l s t h a t tne t o t a l number o f 
l n - m i g r a r t s l i v i n g i n T r i p o l i i s 73,11^ o f whom 41,005 are 

(23 ) 

males (56 p e r c e n t ) v ' T h i s male excess i s due t o t h e 

f a c t t h a t males have more freedom o f movement t h a n females 

The p l a c e o f b i r t h d i f f e r s , b u t m g e n e r a l t h e m a j o r i t y 

o f m - m i g r a n t s come fr o m T r i p o l i t a n i a n Muqataas (76 0 per 

cent o f the t o t a l ) I n - m i g r a n t s who were b o r n i n C y r e n a i c a 

r e p r e s e n t 3 6 per c e n t , F e z z a n i m - m i g r a n t s 5 6 per cent and 

Libyans who were b o r n o u t s i d e L i b y a \\x 8 per cent 



Table 7 9 D i s t r i b u t i o n and Number o f I n - m i g r a n t s 
and t h e i r p l a c e s o f o r i g i n 

Muqataa o r F o r e i g n 
Country- ' Male Female Both sexes P e r c e n t ­age 

Benghazi 1 ,034 845 1 ,879 2 6 

T r i p o l i t a n i a n J e b e l s 8,935 6,723 15,658 21 4 

Zawia 9,040 7,954 16,994 23 3 

Horns 7,433 5,741 13,174 18 0 

M i s u r a t a 5,705 4,012 9,717 13 2 

Derna 230 151 381 0 5 

J e b e l e l Akhdar 179 202 381 0 5 

Sebha 2,651 1 ,229 3,880 5 3 

U b a r i 185 138 323 0 4 

F o r e i g n c o u n t r y 5,613 5,111 10,724 14 8 

T o t a l 41 ,005 32,106 73,111 100 0 

Source M i n i s t r y o f Economy and Trade, S t a t i s t i c a l Dept , 
General P o p u l a t i o n Census, 1964, Muqataa o f 
T r i p o l i , 1967. PP 34-35 

Table 7 9 r e v e a l s t h a t Zawia p r o v i d e d t he h i g h e s t p e r ­

centage o f m - m i g r a n t s f o l l o w e d by t h e T r i p o l i t a n i a n J e b e l s 

Hom^s ranked t h i r d as a m i g r a n t source, f o l l o w e d by M i s u r a t a 

and f o r e i g n sources w h i c h had o n l y s l i g h t d i f f e r e n c e i n p e r ­

centages 

The new r e s i d e n t i a l areas o f t h e c i t y c o n t a i n more new 

m - m i g r a n t s t h a n t h e Old Town 
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Table 7 10 D i s t r i b u t i o n o f m - m i g r a n t s w i t h i n T r i p o l i 
q u a r t e r s . 19bk 

Q u a r t e r j Number 
Percentage 
o f t o t a l . 

p o p u l a t i o n 

Percentage 
o f q u a r t e r 
p o p u l a t i o n 

1 B e l k h e i r 4 ,089 5 6 23 5 
2 Bu H a n d a 3,175 4 4 63 4 
3 Dahra 4 ,578 6 2 42 6 

E l i M u f l e i n 1 ,632 2 2 39 1 
5 Shara e l G a r b i 8,879 12 2 46 6 
6 Shara e l K e b i r 4 ,689 6 4 30 0 

7 Bab e l Bahr 1 ,699 2 3 27 7 
8 Gargaresh 5,830 7 2 38 8 

9 Kura e l B a l a d i a 
(Shanty Town) 14 ,158 19 4 56 4 

1 0 Hornet G a r i a n 1 ,994 2 1 29 5 
11 M a h a l l e t e l B a l a d i a 1 ,237 1 7 21+ 8 
12 M i z r a n 1 ,308 1 8 10 4 

13 Kushat e l S u f f a r 927 1 3 18 6 

14 Shara e l Bay 2 ,370 3 4 34 2 

15 Shara e l Sri m 3,629 4 9 36 0 
1 6 Shara e l S h a t t 205 0 3 15 6 

17 Shara e l Zawia 3,959 5 26 4 
18 Shara Ben Ashur 7,339 1 0 0 28 7 

19 Zawiet e l Dahmani 1 ,414 1 9 21 6 

T o t a l 73,111 1 00 0 -

Source M i n i s t r y o f Economy and Trade, Census and 
S t a t i s t i c a l Dept,, G eneral P o p u l a t i o n Census, 
Muqataa o f T r i p o l i , T r i p o l i , 1961+, p 34 
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The h i g h e s t percentage o f new m - m i g r a n t s i s found m the 

Shanty Town t o t h e s o u t h o f T r i p o l i Shara e l G a r b i q u a r t e r 

ranks n e x t Gargaresh and Shara Ben Ashur q u a r t e r s have 

n e a r l y s i m i l a r numbers T m s c o n c e n t r a t i o n of m - m i g r a n t s 

i s due p r i m a r i l y t o a v a i l a b i l i t y o f lowe r r e n t s and cheaper 

l a n d , two f a c t o r s w h i c n keep m - m i g r a n t s f r o m t he c i t y c e n t r e 

where r e n t s and l a n d p r i c e s are h i g h O l der m - m i g r a n t s 

have s e t t l e d w i t h i n t h e Old Town ( 8 J| p e r cent o f t h e t o t a l ) 

and t h e remainder have r e s i d e d w i t h i n o t h e r r e s i d e n t i a l areas 

o f T r i p o l i ( P i g 7 3 ) 

Thus t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f m - m i g r a n t s i s uneven owing t o 

t h e i r socio-economic s t a t u s and t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y o f cheaper 

l a n d f o i t h e b u i l d i n g o f houses I n g e n e r a l , t h e r e c e n t 

i n - m i g r a n t s , who are m o s t l y poor, c o n c e n t r a t e w i t h i n t h e 

o u t e r zone o f T r i p o l i whereas b e t t e r o f f i n - m l g r a n t s have 

s e t t l e d i n and around t h e c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t 

The percentages o f m - m i g r a n t s o f t h e t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n 

o f each q u a r t e r v a r i e d c o n s i d e r a b l y (see Table 7 1 0 ) , The 

h i g h e s t percentages (1+1-63 p e r c e n t ) o c c u r r e d i n Bu H a r i d a 

q u a r t e r f o l l o w e d by t h e Shanty Town, Shara e l G a r b i and 

Dahra q u a r t e r s Cheaper accommodation and shared h o u s i n g 

were t h e main f a c t o r s i n c r e a t i n g such h i g h percentages o f 

new m - m i g r a n t s m these q u a r t e r s Q u a r t e r s such as Zawiet 

e l Dharaani, Shara Ben Ashur, Shara e l Zawia, M a h a l l e t e l 

B a l a d i a , Hornet G a r i a n , Gargaresh, Bab e l Bahr, Shara e l K e b i r , 
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Shara e l Bay, N u f l e m and B e l k h e i r had an i n - m i g r a n t p e r c e n t a g e 

o f 21 -1+0 c o m p r i s i n g o l d and new m - m i g r a n t s Cheaper accommo­

d a t i o n was a l s o one o f t h e f a c t o r s a t t r a c t i n g l n - m i g r a n t s t o 

s t a y p a r t i c u l a r l y w i t h i n t h e q u a r t e r s l o c a t e d w i t h i n t h e 

mi d d l e and o u t e r zones I n t h e r e s t o f T r i p o l i ' s q u a r t e r s -

such as Shara e l S h a t t , Kushat e l S u f f a r and M i z r a n - m-

mi g r a n t s accounted f o r l e s s t h a n 20 per c e n t o f the - c o p u l a t i o n , 

p r o b a b l y "because o f t h e l a c k o f vacant accommodation w i t h i n 

these q u a r t e r s 

Years o f r e s i d e n c e 

There i s ao i n f o r m a t i o n p u b l i s h e d by the Department of 

Census and S t a t i s t i c s o f s t a y o f m - m i g r a n t s m T r i p o l i I n 

o r d e r t o overcome t h i s p a u c i t y o f i n f o r m a t i o n , t h e w r i t e r 

conducted a sample su r v e y i n t h e Snanty Town, Shara e l G-arbi, 

Gargaresh and o t h e r r e s i d e n t i a l areas T h i s was necessary t o 

throw some l i g h t on t h e p e r i o d o f r e s i d e n c e f o r t h e r u r a l 

m-mi g r a n t s 



268 

Table 7 11 Years o f r e s i d e n c e o f T r i p o l i m - m i g r a n t s 

No o f years Ho i n sample Percentage 

Under one year 7 3 3 

1 -5 68 31 9 

6-10 52 21+ h 

11-15 5k 15 9 

16 -20 25 11 8 

21 -25 11 5 2 

2 6 - 3 0 3 1 U 

31 -35 9 k 2 

3 6 ^ . 0 3 1 4 

1+1 and over 1 0 5 

T o t a l 213 100 0 

Source F i e l d Work Survey ( 1 9 6 7 - 1 9 6 8 ) 

A h i g h p r o p o r t i o n o f t h e sample o f m - m i g r a n t s had r e s i d e d 

m T r i p o l i f o r l e s s t h a n t e n y e a r s , t h e y r e p r e s e n t e d 59 6 per 

cent o f the t o t a l I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o note f r o m the survey 

t h a t a h i g h p r o p o r t i o n o f m - m i g r a n t s who s e t t l e d down i n 

T r i p o l i r e c e n t l y came t o T r i p o l i t o f i n d employment i n o i l 

companies, i n d u s t r y , c o n s t r u c t i o n , t r a d e or government d e p a r t ­

ments A v e r y s m a l l p r o p o r t i o n o f m - m i g r a n t s who were 

q u e s t i o n e d s t a t e d t h a t t h e y had come t o T r i p o l i t o j o i n t h e i r 

f a m i l i e s Socio-economic f o r c e s and urban a t t r a c t i o n s have 

been the main s t i m u l a n t s o f movements o f t h e r u r a l p o p u l a t i o n 
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t o T r i p o l i 

O u t - m i g r a t i o n (see Table 7 7 ) 

O u t - m i g r a t i o n takes p i a c e p r i m a r i l y t o Cyr e n a i c a due t o 

th e o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r t r a d e 01 employment c r e a t e d "by t h e o i l 

i n d u s t r y and i t s a n c i l l a r i e s T h i s o u t - m i g r a t i o n i s g e n e r a l l y 

u ndertaken "by r u r a l m - m i g r a n t s wno s e t t l e down m T r i p o l i f o r 

a few years and t h e n move once a g a i n t o Benghazi For example, 

out o f 13,1+28 o u t - m i g r a n t s f r o m T r i p o l i m 1967 , 4 ,275 were i n 

Benghazi C i t y and 597 i n t h e J e h e l e l Akhdar Muqataa, males 

c o n s t i t u t e d 2,2+ii+ anu 405 r e s p e c t i v e l y Other o u t - m i g r a n t s a re 

found m o t h e r Cyrenaican towns, such as A j d a b i a , E l M a r j , 

Derna and Tobruk 

O u t - m i g r a t i o n f i g u r e s have c o n t i n u e d t o r i s e s i n c e 1943 

w i t h some f l u c t u a t i o n The average annual o u t - m i g r a t i o n s i n c e 

t h e n i s 583 persons, "but the h i g h e s t o u t n u i g r a t i o n f i g u r e i s 

r e c o r d e d f o r 1 966 T h i s i s p r o b a b l y due t o t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y o f 

employment i n C y r e n a i c a which a t t r a c t e d many s e m i - s k i l l e d 

workers (big 7 2) 

G e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g , b o t h m- and o u t - m i g r a t i o n have p l a y e d 

an i m p o r t a n t r o l e i n t h e s i z e o f t h e c i t y ' s p o p u l a t i o n T r i p o l i ! 

f o r i n s t a n c e , g a i n e d 86,231 m - m i g r a n t s a g a i n s t 13 ,428 o u t -

m i g r a n t s between 1943-1967 ^ n a d d i t i o n , 15 ,54^ I t a l i a n s l e f t 

T r i p o l i between 1943 and 1967 , a g a i n s t 4 , 2 7 2 immigrants who 

s e t t l e d t h e r e i n the same p e r i o d (see Tables 7 7 and 1 3 ) 
7 4 ETHNIC GROUPS 

E t h n i c groups m e y - c o l o n i a l c i t i e s such as T u n i s , A l g i e r s , 

Rabat, Casablanca e t c have a u s e f u l economic r o l e t o p l a y 
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T r i p o l i i s no e x c e p t i o n , here we f i n d I t a l i a n s , Jews, and 

v a r i o u s o t h e r n a t i o n a l i t i e s c o n t r i b u t i n g t o t h e commercial and 

i n d u s t r i a l a c t i v i t i e s o f the c i t y 

I n December, 1967 L i b y a n s formed 207,1+96 out of t h e 21+4,1 

i n h a b i t a n t s or 81+ 9 p e r c e n t o f the t o t a l They have 

v a r i o u s e t n n i c o r i g i n s sucn as Beroexs, Arabs, A r a b i s e d Berbers 

K o l o g l i s , and Negroes U n f o r t u n a t e l y t h e r e i s no a v a i l a b l e 

i n f o r m a t i o n on t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n and percentages o f such groups 

m e i t h e r 1954 or 1961+ p o p u l a t i o n census, as t h e S t a t i s t i c a l 

and Census Department dropped any k i n d of q u e s t i o n on race or 

e t h n i c c o m p o s i t i o n 

A g o s t i n i ' s s t u d y o f T r i p o l i sheds l i t t l e l i g h t on t h e 

p r e s e n t day d i s t r i b u t i o n o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n m t h e c i t y s i n c e he 

based h i s s t u d y on e t h n i c groups i n 1911 The 1936 I t a l i a n 

census i s a l s o o f l i t t l e v a l u e as i t was based on e t h n i c d i s t r i 

b u t i o n o f the whole o f T r i p o l i p r o v i n c e w h i c h t h e n had a 

p o p u l a t i o n o f 351,71+1+ ^ 2 5 ^ 

Table 7 12 D i s t r i b u t i o n o f L i b y a n e t h n i c groups. 1936 
F t h n i c group No o f p o p u l a t i o n Percentage 

Arabs and A r a b i s e d Berbers 278,312 79 1 
Bei b e r s 34 ,639 9 8 
Turk-Berbers ( K o l o g l i s ) 5,81+8 1 7 
Negroes 11,831 3 4 
Others 21 ,11+1+ 6 0 

T o t a l 351 ,771+ 100 0 

Source Pan, C L , The P o p u l a t i o n o f L i b y a , 
P o p u l a t i o n S t u d i e s . V o l 3, 191+9, P 101+ 
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T a b l e 7 12 b a s e d on t n e P r o v i n c e of i r i p o l i w h i c h i n c l u d e d 

T r i p o l i c i t y , t h e westemjsoastal zone, and t h e J e b e l r e g i o n s , g i v e s 

a g e n e r a l p i c t u r e on the c o m p o s i t i o n of the e t h n i c groups w i t h i r 

t h e p r o v i n c e A r a b s and A r a b i s e d B e r b e r s were c l a s s i f i e d as one 

group r e p r e s e n t i n g more t h a n t w o - t h i r d s of t h e t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n 

B e i b e i s c o m p r i s e d l e s s t h a i 10 p e r c e n t of the t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n 

b u t were more numerous m t h e J e b e l r e g i o n T r u k - B e r b e r s or 

K o l o g i s c o n s t i t u t e d l e s s t h a n two p e r c e n t and were c o n c e n t r a t e d 

p a r t i c u l a r l y m T r i p o l i c i t y 

The A r a b s m T r i p o l i t a n i a a r e r e l a t e d to two b a s i c branches 

the B e n i tfilal and B e n i Serleim The former c o m p r i s e s the A l 

Atbeg, B e n i R i a h and B e n i Z o ^ l i a , w i t h two o t h e r groups of 

mixed d e s c e n t , the A l i v5aak i l and B e n i Gushem The H a a k i l i s 

found m t h e J e f a r a P l a i n and t h e y i n t e r m i x e d w i t h the urban 
( 2 6 ) 

p o p u l a t i o n of T r i p o l i t a n i a ^ ' 

The B e r b e r s a r e r e g a r d e d as tne o r i g i n a l i n h a b i t a n t s of 

T r i p o l i b e f o r e the Arab i n v a s i o n of the 1 1 t h c e n t u i y T h e r e 

were two main c o n f e d e r a t i o n s o f B e r b e r s , the B r a n e s and the 

j l a g a d i s w h i c h came from two l o c a l i t i e s n o r t h and s o u t h of t h e 

A u r e s mountains m A l g e r i a L a t e r , the,y s p r e a d over t h e whole 

c o a s t a l zone o f T r i p o l i t a n i a i n c l u d i n g T r i p o l i c i t y , and 
c o n s t i t u t e d tne o r i g i n a l i n h a b i t a n t s of T r i p o l i b e f o r e the 

( 2 7 ) 
b e g i n n i n g o f the Arab r u l e ^ ' At p r e s e n t tne B e r b e r s a r e 

c o n c e n t r a t e d i n t h e Old Town 

The A r a b i s e d B e r b e r s a r e t h e r e s u l t of i n t e r m a r r i a g e 

between t h e Arabs and B e r b e r s , and t h e y b e a r t h e r a c i a l 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of b o t h 
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The K o l o g l i s i n T r i p o l i are the descendants of 

J a n i s s a r i e s f r o m d i f f e r e n t areas of t h e Ottoman Empire who 

m a r r i e d n a t i v e Arab or Beroer women or even C h r i s t i a n vomen 

c a p t u r e d by the B a r b a r y p i r a t e s They came to L i b y a d u r i n g 

t h e 1 7 t h c e n t u r y and e s t a b l i s h e d tne K a r a m a n l i dynasty w h i c h 

m a i n t a i n e d i t s r u l e u n t i l t h e e a r l y pa i t o f the 1 9 t h c e n t u r y 

Negroes e x i s t i n i r i p o l i as a r e s u l t o f t h e s l a v e t r a d e 

between L i b j a and West A f r i c a d u r i n g t h e 1 8 t h and 1 9 t h cen­

t u r i e s T h e i r exact number a t p r e s e n t i s unknown 

Jews are a l s o an i m p o r t a t element, m the c o m p o s i t i o n o f 

t h e e t h n i c groups o f T r i p o l i They l i v e d i n t h e c i t y b e f o r e 

the Arab conquest o f L i b y a m the 7 t h c e n t u r y , and were 

rega r d e d as i n d i g e n o u s people m T r i p o l i because t h e y had 

s e t t l e d i n t he c i t y m the days of Emperor "Vespasian As a 

consequence o f the Arab i n v a s i o n t n e i r number d e c l i n e d and 

l a t e r i n c r e a s e d a g a i n i n 1391 v/hen Je w i s h immigrants came t o 
( 2 9 } 

L i b y a f1om b p a i n v ' A t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e I t a l i a n r u l e 

t h e i r number exceeded 10,000 i n h a b i t a n t s , b u t once a g a i n , 

t h e i r number began t o d e c l i n e due t o e m i g r a t i o n t o P a l e s t i n e , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y between 1946-1949 

B e f o r e 1946-1947 Jews used t o l i v e i n t h e i r own q u a r t e r s 

"Hara e l K e b i r a " and "Hara e l S a g h i r a " w i t h i n the Old Town 

These two q u a i t e r s resembled the g h e t t o s of West European 

c i t i e s Jewish i m m i g r a t i o n t o P a l e s t i n e has reduced t h e i r 

number and c o n c e n t r a t i o n i n these q u a r t e r s A t p r e s e n t t h e y 

l i v e w i t n i n t h e c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t , numbering 6 ,395 
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persons or 2 6 p e r cent o f t n e t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n o f t h e c i t y 

i n 1967 ( 3 0 ) 

I t a l i a n s a re the l a r g e s t f o r e i g n group m T r i p o l i 

They numbered 25 ,382 i n h a b i t a n t s , or 10 5 per cent o f the 
(31 ) 

t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n , o f the c i t y i n December, 1967 T h e i r 

f i r s t s e t t l e m e n t m tne c i t y t o o k p l a c e i n t n e 18th c e n t u r y 

and t h e i r number i n c r e a s e d l a t e r f o l l o w i n g t h e I t a l i a n occupa­

t i o n o f L i b y a m 1911 Since t h e n i t rose c o n s i d e r a b l y u n t i l 

i t reached 4 0 , 0 0 0 b e f o r e t he o u t b r e a k o f t h e Second W o r l d 

War Prom 1945 onwards t h e i r nuraoer s t a r t e d t o d e c l i n e due 

t o t h e i r r e t u r n t o I t a l y Between 1953 and 1967 15 ,544 

I t a l i a n s e m i g r a t e d t o I t a l y ( a n annual average o f 1,036 p e i s o n s ) 

whereas the number of persons wno l e t u r n e d t o T r i p o l i was 

4 , 2 7 2 ( a n annual average o f 28 p e r s o n s ) 
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Table 7 13 I m m i g r a t i o n and E m i g r a t i o n o f I t a l i a n s 
i n T r i p o l i . 1953-1967 

x 

Year I m m i g r a t i o n 
t o t h e c i t y 

Average 
per 

month 

E m i g r a t i o n 
f r o m the 

c i t y 

Average 
per 

month 

I n c r e a s e 
or 

decrease 

1953 815 67 9 1 ,127 93 9 312 

1954 334 27 8 1 ,599 133 2 - 1,265 

1955 309 25 7 1 ,141 95 0 832 

1 956 269 22 4 774 64 5 405 

1957 309 25 7 417 34 7 108 

1958 404 33 o 337 28 0 + 67 

1959 231 19 2 942 78 5 711 

1960 252 21 0 1 ,727 143 9 - 1 ,575 

1961 237 19 7 2 ,397 199 7 - 2 , 1 6 0 

1962 375 31 2 1 , 410 117 5 - 1,035 

1963 180 15 0 795 66 2 615 

1964 1 28 10 6 81 8 68 1 710 

1 965 183 15 2 346 28 8 263 

1 966 104 8 6 227 18 9 123 

1967 142 11 8 1 ,487 123 9 - 1,345 

T o t a l 4 ,272 - 1 5 , 5 4 4 - - 1 1 , 2 7 2 

Source M u n i c i p a l i t y o f r u p o l i , S t a t i s b i c a l Deot , 
T r i p o l i , 1968 
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T a b l e 7 13 i l l u s t r a t e s t h a t t h e r e has been a ste a d y 

o u t f l o w o f I t a l i a n s from L i b y a t h r o u g h o u t t n e p e r i o d 1 9 5 3 H 9 6 7 

( F i g 7 l±) Three n o t a b l e f e a t u r e s appear i n t n i s o v e r a l l 

p a t t e r n , r e l a t e d zo s p e c i a l f a c t o r s F i r s t , t h e g e n e r a l 

p o l i c y o f " L i b y a n i z a t i o n " was an i m p o r t a n t f a c t o r i n c a u s i n g 

t n e d e p a r t u r e o f I t a l i a n s t m o u 0 h o u t tnt- mid-1 950s R e t u r n -

m i g r a t i o n o c c u r r e d i n the e a r l y 1 960s w h i c h can be a t t r i b u t e d 

t o t n e easing of r e g u l a t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g p r o p e r t y s a l e s m 

L i b y a and th e e x p o r t o f money c a p i t a l t o I t a l y F i n a l l y , the 

Mi d d l e East J a r o f 1967 r e s u l t e d i n renewed d e p a r t u r e s from 

L i b y a 

The s m a l l i n w a r d f l o v / o f I t a l i a n s t o I r i p o l i C i t y over 

the same p e r i o d c o n s i s t s o f s k i l l e d s p e c i a l i s t s ( d o c t o r s , 

e n g i n e e r s and e l e c t r i c i a n s ) i n demand i n L i b y a As more 

s k i l l e d L i b y a n s become a v a i l a b l e , t h i s f l o v / i s l e s s e n i n g 

Other European and Arab elements numbered 4 , 8 7 6 persons 

or 1 9 per cent of the t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n o f the c i t y m 
( 32) 

December 1 9 6 7 , t h e y i n c l u d e B r i t i s h , F rench, Greeks, 

M a l t e s e , T u n i s i a n s , Lebanese, J o r d a n i a n s , e t c Most o f t h e 

Europeans and Americans work i n o i l companies and a t t h e 

Vheelus F i e l d (American A i r Base), t h e r e s t a re m a i n l y f o r e i g n 

d i p l o m a t i c s t a f f 
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T a b l e 7 14 D i s t r i b u t i o n o f a l i e n s w i t h i n T r i p o l i ' s 
q u a r t e r s , 1 96i+ ~ 

No o f a l i e n s Percentage 
B e l k h e i r 8,803 28 8 
Bu H a r i d a 325 1 1 
Dahra 2 ,622 8 5 
E l N u f l e m 36 0 1 
Shara e l G a r b i 772 2 5 
Shara e l K e b i r 296 0 9 
Bab e l Bahr 554 1 8 
Gargaresh 3 ,920 12 7 
Kura e l B a l a d i a (Shanty Town) 35 0 1 
Hornet G a r i a n 230 0 7 
M a h a l l e t e l B a l a d i a 31 6 1 2 
M i z r a n 5 ,547 17 9 
Kushat e l S u f f a r 184 0 6 
Shara e l Bay 525 1 7 
Shara e l Sri m 544 1 7 
Shara e l S h a t t 353 1 1 
Shara e l Zawia 1 ,997 6 4 
Shara Ben Ashur 3 ,120 1 0 1 
Zawiet e l Dahmani 655 2 1 

T o t a l 30 ,834 1 00 0 

Source M i n i s t r y o f Economy 
S t a t i s t i c a l Dept , 

and Trade, Census and 
General P o p u l a t i o n Census, 196 

Muqataa o f T r i p o l i , T r i p o l i , 1967 P 34-35 

F o r e i g n e r s are found m a l l r e s i d e n t i a l areas o f T r i p o l i , 

w i t h a s p e c i a l c o n c e n t r a t i o n i n f i v e q u a i t e r s , namely B e l k h e i r , 

M i z r a n , Gargaresh, Shara Ben Ashur and Dahra ( F i g 7 5 ) which 

^ r e the r e s i d e n t i a l q u a r t e r s o f t h e upper and mi d d l e c l a s s e s 

For example, t h e B r i t i s h , American and French c o n c e n t r a t e i n 
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two r e s i d e n t i a l areas - Gargaresh and Shara Ben Ashur - w h i c h 

are i n h a b i t e d o n l y by h i g h income groups who can a f f o r d t o pay 

n i g h r e n t s , such as those who work w i t h t h e o i l companies, 

a t J/heelus F i e l d or m t h e d i p l o m a t i c corps 

The I t a l i a n s m o s t l y l i v e m t h e o t h e r t h r e e q u a r t e r s , 

namely 3 e l k h e i r , M i z r a n ( c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t ) and 

Dahra q u a r t e r , w h i c h were r e s i d e n t i a l areas d u r i n g t h e I t a l i a n 

o c c u p a t i o n o f L i b y a 

Other m i n o r i t i e s such as Maltese and Greeks are con­

c e n t r a t e d g e n e r a l l y i n t h e r e s i d e n t i a l q u a r t e r s o f t h e O l d 

Town, namely Pab e l Bahr and M a h a l l e t e l B a l a d i a , s i m p l y 

because the m a j o r i t y o f them are engaged m f i s h i n g and t h e y 

p r e f e r t o l i v e near T r i p o l i harbour 

Out of 30 ,834 f o r e i g n e r s l i v i n g m T r i p o l i , o n l y about 

o n e - t h i r d were b o r r m t h e c i t y , t he r e s t w e r e b o r n o u t s i d e 

L i b y a ^ 3 3 ) 
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Ta~ble 7 15 Number of f o r e i g n people born outside of 
Libya and t h e i r years of residence i n T r i p o l i c i t y , i n 1964 

N a t i o n a l i t y Under 
1 year 1 2 3 4 5 1 0 

Arab n a t i o n ­
a l i t i e s 211 175 185 1 4 1 133 183 133 

B r i t i s h 6 5 0 777 5 0 8 211 6 8 156 5 4 
Americans 1 ,113 1 , 2 7 2 1 , 2 5 0 5 2 3 2 1 2 2 8 5 3 5 
I t a l i a n s 1 4 0 111 1 07 1 22 7 4 2 4 5 5 8 5 
Greek 19 19 28 15 2 3 4 1 21 
Othei n a t i o n ­
a l i t i e s 475 3 2 1 357 173 88 147 45 

Unknown 1 5 6 8 5 5 — 

T o t a l 2 , 6 0 9 2,680 2 , 4 4 1 1 ,1 93 6 0 3 1 , 0 6 4 873 

N a t i o n a l i t y 15 20 2 5 ^° y r s Unknown T o t a l P 

° 8 over cen 
Arab n a t i o n ­
a l i t i e s 3 5 13 13 16 810 2,048 9 7 

B r i t i s h 49 1 4 12 37 413 2,949 13 8 
Americans 7 4 4 11 756 5 , 4 7 2 2 4 5 
I t a l i a n s 558 458 1 , 6 1 9 2,865 2 , 2 5 2 9,136 41 6 
Greek 4 1 5 31 46 2 5 3 1 1 
Other n a t i o n ­
a l i t i e s 2 9 1 5 3 21 319 1 ,993 9 1 

Unknown 1 — — 1 22 54 0 2 

T o t a l 683 5 0 5 1 , 6 5 6 2,982 4,618 21 ,905 1 00 0 

Source M i n i s t r y of Economy and Trade, Census and 
S t a t i s t i c a l Dept , General Population Census, 1 9 6 4 
Muqatsa of T r i p o l i , T r i p o l i 1 9 6 7 , P 6 

I t i s c l e a r from Table 7 1 5 t h a t the highest percentage of 
f o r e i g n people born outside of Libya are I t a l i a n s Americans 
rank next and B r i t i s h subjects come t h i r d Arab n a t i o n a l i t i e s 
and other European subjects have nea r l y the same percentages 
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7 5 AGE STRUCTURE 
A study of the age s t r u c t u r e of T r i p o l i i s of c r u c i a l 

importance "because of the s i g n i f i c a n c e of age t o the economic 
a c t i v i t i e s of the working p o p u l a t i o n as w e l l as t o s o c i a l 
a c t i v i t i e s and other considerations, e g m i l i t a r y s e r vice 

By comparing the 1951+ and -1961+ censuses i t "becomes cl e a r 
t h a t the age composition has changed w i t h i n a decade, oving 
l a r g e l y t o r i s i n g " b i r t h rates and d e c l i n i n g death r a t e s , 
e s p e c i a l l y i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e s , as virell as t o the i n f l u e n c e 
of m i g r a t i o n Table 7 1 6 shows a clear d i f f e r e n c e i n the age 
compositions of the two censuses, p a r t i c u l a r l y of the popula­
t i o n under 1 5 years of age which m 1961+ composed 1+3 2 per 
cent of the t o t a l (Pig 7 6 , 7 and 8) 

Between 1 95k and 1961+, the t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n of T r i p o l i 
c i t y increased by n e a r l y 8 2 , 5 0 0 people This represents an 
increase of 6 3 8 per cent over the ten year p e r i o d - a r a t e 
representing growth by n a t u r a l increase and m - m i g r a t i o n i n 
approximately equal proportions Since m-migrations are 
age-sex s e l e c t i v e , i t w i l l be possible by a cl o s e r examination 
of both these elements t o d i s t i n g u i s h i n which sections of 
the c i t y p o p u l a t i o n growth i s o c curring most r a p i d l y 

Regarding the comparison of the two censuses, both can 
be regarded as under-estimates of the p o p u l a t i o n However, the 
1961+ census i s l i k e l y t o be more comprehensive than the f i r s t 

As Table 7 1 6 shows, a major increase m the p r o p o r t i o n 
of under 11+ year olds occurred between 1 951+-1 961+ Some of t h i s 
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growth may he due t o b e t t e r enumeration m t h i s age group 
i n 1961+, "but some must represent n a t u r a l increase This had 
the e f f e c t of lowang the median age of the po p u l a t i o n and 
reducing the p r o p o r t i o n of people i n the economically a c t i v e 
age group (15-61+) from 61 5 per cent m 1 9 5 4 t o 5 2 8 per cent 
m 196k (Table 7 1 6 ) 

Taole 7 1 6 shows a s i m i l a r decline between the censuses i n 
i / x ^ e ^ J U x r r x ) 

the p r o p o r t i o n of o l d people I n f a c t , as Tables 7 1 and 7 2 1 

show, both the age group 15-61+ and the age group 65 years and 
over, experienced a lar g e increase i n numbers wh i l e d e c l i n i n g 
i n t h e i r r e l a t i v e s i g n i f i c a n c e w i t h i n the t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n 
l a r g e l y due to the very large increase i n the number of young­
ste r s i n T r i p o l i 

D i r e c t comparisons between sections of the p o p u l a t i o n i n 
the i n t e r - c e r s a l p e r i o d are complicated by enumeration e r r o r s 9 

pai t i c u l a r l y i n the 1951+ census A comparison of age cohorts 
enumerated at both censuses bears out the f a c t t h a t enumeration 
was b e t t e r f o r some groups than others I n the present study, 

a b r i e f discussion of i n t e r n a l census comparisons w i l l s u f f i c e 
Age-specific sex r a t i o s appear on Appendix I I I Tables 1 

and 2 , which show t h a t there i s a s t a t i s t i c a l d e f i c i e n c y of 
females, r e f l e c t i n g enumeration d i f f i c u l t i e s w i t h women 

I n 1951+ , sex numbers were approximately equal i n the 0-19 
age groups, but a male surplus appeared between ages 2 0 - 3 9 , due 
probably t o d i f f e r e n t i a l enumeration plus some m - m i g r a t i o n 
The expected female surplus m the upper age groups does not 
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appear due t o under-enumeration 
I n 1961+, the p a t t e r n d i f f e r s s l i g h t l y , f o r while the 

sexes were equally proportioned "between 0-1 i+, a female surplus 
was apparent between ages 15-21+ Tms maj "be due to the out-
m i g r a t i o n of young males to take employment m the o i l and 
a n c i l l a r y i n d u s t r i e s i n Benghazi Between tne ages 30-5^-, 

males again outnumbered females r e f l e c t i n g yet again the t w i n 
f a c t o r s of female under-enumeration and some se x - s e l e c t i v e 
m - m i g r a t i o n Older women i n "[$61+ outnumbered t h e i r male 
counterparts 

Table 7 16 Age groups i n I n p o l i , 1 35k and 1 36k 
Censuses 

Age groups 135k Census 13&k Census 
% % 

1 I n f a n t and adolescent 
(O-H4- years) 30 0 i+3 2 

2 Young adults (15-3̂ 4- years) 37 6 32 1 

3 Old adults (35-6U years) 23 9 20 7 

k Old people (63 and over) k 5 3 8 

5 U n i d e n t i f i e d - 0 2 
T o t a l 1 00 0 1 00 0 

Source Calculated from General Population Censuses. 
1 ?^ g 1 96if 

This i s a general phenomenon i n a l l developing countries 
m A f r i c a and Asia where i n f a n t and adolescent groups represent 
the highest percentages Libya m general and T r i p o l i m 
p a r t i c u l a r are no exception On the other hand, the percentages 
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of young a d u l t s , o l d ad u l t s and o l d people declined "between 
1954 and 1964, despite i n - n i g r a t i o n 
7 6 SEX RATIO 

Libya as a whole has excess of males over females, owing 
t o under-enumeration of women, and the nature of the soc i e t y 
which favours male c n i l d r e n and male a d u l t s 

Table 7 17 Sex Ratio m f o u r Libyan Censuses 

Date of 
cens us Males Females Deficiency 

of females 
Males per thou­
sand females 

1931 341 ,984 312 ,732 2 9 , 2 5 2 1 , 0 9 2 

1936 3 7 7 , 4 1 6 355 , 5 5 7 21 ,959 1 , 0 6 2 

1954 540 ,364 501 , 2 3 5 3 9 , 1 2 9 1 , 0 8 1 

1 9 6 4 8 1 3 , 3 8 6 750 ,983 6 2 , 403 1 , 0 8 3 

Source 1931, 1936, 1954 and 1964 Censuses 

T r i p o l i i s no exception, the number of males, as Table 
7 17 shows, exceeds the number of females 
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Table 7 18 Sex Composition of T r i p o l i , "[95k and 1 9 6 4 

Censuses 

1 9 5 4 Census ' 
i 

1964 Census 
Quarter 

Males Females 
Males 
per 

1 ,000 
females 

Males 
i 

Females 
Males 
per 

1 , 000 
females 

1 B elkheir 8 , 3 9 3 7 , 7 7 8 1 , 0 7 9 8 , 9 6 6 8,179 1 , 0 9 6 

2 Bu Harida 1 , 5 3 6 1 ,468 1 , 0 4 6 2 , 7 0 8 2 , 3 5 5 1 ,149 
3 Dahra 5,451 5 , 2 0 1 1 , 0 4 8 5 , 7 0 3 5 , 2 9 4 1 , 0 7 7 

4 E l N u f l e i n 1 , 3 0 9 1 ,179 1 ,1 I 0 2,289 1 , 8 7 6 1 , 2 2 0 

5 Shara e l 
G-aroi 2 , 7 1 8 2 , 2 5 0 1 , 2 0 8 9,654 9,417 1 , 0 2 5 

6 Shara e l 
Kebir 3 , 5 3 0 3,266 2,080 8 , 2 3 4 7 , 3 7 8 1 , 1 1 6 

7 Bab e l Bahr 3,228 2,795 1 ,154 3,333 2 , 8 0 4 1 ,145 
8 Gargaresh 1 , 3 7 0 1 , 2 3 0 1,111 7 , 6 1 7 7 , 6 6 9 9 9 3 

9 Kura e l Bal-
adia(Shanty 
Town) 11 ,105 7,955 1 ,395 13,238 1 2,1 0 4 1 , 0 9 3 

1 0 Hornet 
Garian 4 , 0 2 4 3,728 1 , 0 7 9 3,547 3,217 1 , 1 0 2 

11 Mahallet e l 
Baladia 3,159 2 , 3 7 3 1 ,331 2 , 7 2 9 2 , 2 1 6 1 ,231 

1 2 Mizran 6 , 2 6 3 6,510 9 6 2 6 , 3 2 7 6,193 1 , 0 2 1 

13 Kushat e l 
Suf f a r 2 , 7 4 2 2,757 9 9 4 2,588 2 , 4 2 1 1 , 0 6 8 

1 4 Shara e l Bay 2,118 2 , 0 0 6 1 , 0 5 5 3 , 6 9 0 3,288 1 , 1 2 2 

1 5 Shara e l 
Srim 2 , 3 2 1 2 , 0 7 6 1,118 5,319 4 , 8 2 3 1 ,1 0 2 

1 6 Shara e l 
Shatt 4 5 2 3 5 0 1 ,158 6 3 7 565 971 

17 
1 8 
19 

Shara e l 
Zawia 

Shara Ben 
Ashur 

Zawiet e l 
Dahmani 

3 , 0 2 9 

3 , 9 2 1 

2,131 

2,758 

3 , 6 5 4 

2 , 0 6 2 

1 , 0 9 8 

1 , 0 7 3 

1 ,033 

7,912 
1 3 , 1 8 7 

3 , 3 7 7 

7,175 
12,314 
3 , 0 7 2 

1 ,1 0 2 

1 , 0 7 0 

1 , 0 9 9 

T o t a l 6 8 , 8 1 7 61 , 4 2 1 1 ,1 2 0 111 , 0 5 5 1 0 2 , 4 5 1 1 , 0 8 3 

I 
Source General Population Censuses, 1954 and 1964 
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I n 1954 t h e r e were o n l y two q u a r t e r s ( M i z r a n and K u s h a t 

e l S u f f a r ) w i t h an e x c e s s of f e m a l e s ( s e e T a b l e 7 18) , due m 

p a r t t o t h e r e l a t i v e l y h i g h c o n c e n t r a t i o n of I t a l i a n s , but by 

1 9 6 4 the s i t u a t i o n had been changed so t h a t G a r g a r e s h and S h a r a 

e l S h a t t were t h e o n l y two q u a r t e r s w i t h a f e m a l e s u r p l u s and 

th e y a r e p a r t l y l u r a l i n c h a r a c t e r I n 1 9 6 4 t h e h i g h e s t 

s u i p l u s of males o c c u r r e d i n Bu H a r i d a , E l N u f l e m , S h a r a e l 

K e b i r , Bab e l Banr, Hornet G a n a n , M a h a l l e t e l B a l a d i a , S h a r a 

e l Bay, S h a r a e l S r i m and S h a r a e l Zawia O b v i o u s l y , r u r a l 

m i g r a t i o n i s one of the f a c t o r s l I t l i s r e s p e c t 

7 7 I1ARITAL STATUS 

T a o l e 7 19 i a r i t a l S l a t u s m T r i p o l i , 1954 and 1 9 6 4 
C e n s u s e s 

1954 Census 1964 Census 

Ho of p e r s o n s 
aged 15 y e a r s 

and o v e r 
P e r c e n t a g e 

No of p e r s o n s 
aged 1 5 y e a r s 

and o v e r 
P e r c e a t a g e 

S i n g l e 1 3 , 7 2 4 18 0 19,084 1 6 8 

M a r r i e d 51 ,346 67 4 81 ,737 71 9 

D i v o r c e d 3,1 61 4 1 2,939 2 6 

vVidowed 7,122 9 4 8 , 2 2 9 7 2 

U n i d e n t i ­
f i e d 81 2 1 1 1 ,657 1 5 

Tota! . 76,165 100 0 113,646 1 00 0 

S o u r c e G e n e r a l P o p u l a t i o n C e n s u s , 1954 and 1964 
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Taole 7 19 reveals t h a t the percentage of s i n g l e persons 
was higher i n 195U tnan i n 1 961+ This raaj "be due to the l a c k 
of jobs at the time, a f a c t o i which c i e a t e d d i f f i c u l t y f o i 

young a d u l t males to marry On the other hand, some of the 
young adults ^ere at school 

The percentage of married persons vas higher i n -\96k 

This i s a t t r i b u t e d to the higher r a t e of marriage "between 
195U- and 196U as a r e s u l t of the improvement oi the standard 
of l i v i n g and a v a i l a b i l i t y of employment 

The highest incidence of marriage recoided r e c e n t l y 
was i n 1965 Excluding 1 957 and 1 967 wmch experienced a 
decline m tne i n c i d e i c e of marriage due e i t h e r t o f a i l u r e 
m r e p o r t i n g on bne p a r t of the married people or e r r o r m 
r e g i s t r a t i o n , the f i g u r e s revealed a r i s e m incidence of 
marriages w i t h some f l u c t u a t i o n i n some years 
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The h i g h e s t c r u d e m a r r i a g e r a t e ( 9 7 p e r t h o u s a n d ) f o r 

L i b y a n s r e c o r d e d was m 1953 T h i s was p r i m a r i l y r e l a t e d to 

the impact o f Independence, a v a i l a b i l i t y of jo b s and improve­

ment i n the s t a n d a r d of l i v i n g Crude m a r r i a g e f i g u r e s between 

1954-1967 f l u c t u a t e d c o n s i d e r a b l y , p r o b a b l y b e c a u s e of 

i n a c c u r a c y m r e g i s t r a t i o n on une p a r t of t h e M u n i c i p a l i t y of 

T r i p o l i The mea 1 c i u d e m a r r i a g e r a t e f o r 15 y e a r s i s 7 5 p e r 

tnousand, B e n g h a z i ' s i s e s t i m a t e d t o be 6 9 p e r thousand (^b-) 

The I t a l i a n s h ave a s i m i l a r mean c r u d e m a r r i a g e r a t e ( s e e 

Cable 7 2 0 ) to t h e L i b y a n s f o r tne 15 y e a r s 1953 -1967 

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o note t h a t most m a r r i a g e s t a k e p l a c e 

d u r i n g the summer uhen women and men c a n t a k e a dvantage of 

warm w e a t h e r to c e l e b r a t e the m a r r i a g e T h i s h a b i t of summer 

m a r r i a g e may have o r i g i n a t e d from t n e r u r a l a r e a s M a r r i a g e 

i n c i d e n c e i s r i s i n g among the young a d u l t groups b u t e a r l y 

m a r r i a g e may be d e l a y e d by e d u c a t i o n and a v a i l a b i l i t y of work 

At p r e s e n t , young a d u l t s t e n d t o marry when th e y a r e between 

2 5 and 30 

Polygamy i s s t i l l found m T r i p o l i I n 1 9 5 4 t h e r e were 

26 ,308 m a r r i e d males of whom ( 9 8 6 p e r c e n t ) were m a r r i e d w i t h 

one w i f e P e o p l e w i t h more t h a n one w i f e t h e r e f o r e r e p r e s e n t e d 
( 35) 

o n l y 1 k p e r c e n t K J J ) i n 1 9 6 4 t h e number of p e r s o n s m a r r i e d 

w i t h one w i f e was 65»435 male p e r s o n s , or 9 8 0 p e r c e n t of 

m a r r i e d males (66,733), the r e s t had more t h a n one w i f e (-^6) 

T h e r e i s t h e r e f o r e o n l y a s m a l l i n c r e a s e i n t h e f i g u r e s 

f o r polygamy between 1 9 5 4 - 1 9 6 7 from 3^7 t o 1 , 2 9 8 males R u r a l 
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m-migrants, w i t h a tendency to possess more than one w i f e , 
b r i n g t h e i r wives t o the c i t y , or perhaps among t i e wealthy 
m-migrants, re-marry another w i f e i n T r i p o l i 

(37) 

I n 1 9 5 4 there were 3 , 1 61 divorced women, y but by 1 9 6 4 

the number had declined t o 2 , 9 3 9 ( - ^ 8 ) D 1 Vorce rates are higher 
among the r u r a l m-migrants who have s e t t l e d m T r i p o l i recently 
because of the r u r a l background unich makes divorce easier f o r 
s o c i a l and economic reasons Divorce i s more d i f f i c u l t f o r 
the urban upper and middle classes The monthly average 
number of divorces between 1 9 5 4 and 1 9 6 7 v a j l e d considerably, 
the highest f i g u r e being recorded i n 1 9 6 6 and the lowest i n 
1 9 6 7 (see Table 7 2 0 ) 

Absence of f i g u r e s on crude divorce f o i the r u r a l areas of 
T r i p o l i t a n i a does not enable tne researcher t o make a sound 
comparison between the r u r a l and urban areas f o r a considerable 
period of years However, the a v a i l a b l e f i g u r e s of divorces 
f o r the Jebel e l Akhdar and Derna I uqataas i n Gyrenaica m 1966 

show t h a t they are 2 4 and 2 5 per thousand r e s p e c t i v e l y , ^ - ^ 
the highest crude divorce rates i n Libya This r e f l e c t s the 
impact of the r u r a l l i f e and s o c i a l system which encourage 
the man to divorce h i s w i f e e a s i l y 

The number of widowed persons i s high and rose from 7 , 1 2 2 

i n 1 9 5 4 to 8 , 2 2 9 , of whom the wido/s formed 5 , 8 8 5 and 6 ,9oO 

r e s p e c t i v e l y One explanation of t h i s i s the tendency of 
older men to marry younger wives and hence t o die before t h e i r 
wives A f u r t h e r reason may p o s s i b l y be the higher casualty 
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r a t e f o r men i n road accidents 
7 8 THE ECONOMIC COMPOSITION 

Owing to the f a c t t h a t t h e i e are no a v a i l a b l e data on 
the economic composition of tne c i t y , the f o l l o w i n g study 
i s based on the economic composition of tne Muqataa of 
T r i p o l i whicn i n 1 9 6 4 had 3 7 9 , 9 2 5 i n h a b i t a n t s of which the 
po p u l a t i o n of T r i p o l i c i t y lepresented 5 5 2 per cent The 
luqataa consists very l a r g e l y of tae c i t y and i t s immediate 
t r i b u t a r y area 
I n d u s t r i a l Composition 

The t o t a l working p o p u l a t i o n of the Huqataa of T r i p o l i 
was 9 6 , 2 6 9 persons of whom 8 4 , 3 2 8 were Libyans, or 8 7 6 per 
cent, and the r e s t (11,941 or 1 2 1+ per cent) a l i e n s ) 
The working population c o n s t i t u t e d 26 3 per cent of the t o t a l 
number of tne pop u l a t i o n of the Muqataa ( 3 7 9 , 9 2 5 ) Males 
represented 96 1 per cent of tne Libyan a c t i v e p o p u l a t i o n , 
and females only 3 9 per cent, 79 8 per cent of the a l i e n 
p o p u l a t i o n were males, so a l i e n females //ere employed 
more than t h e i r Libyan counterparts ( F i g 7 9 ) 
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» I t appears f r o m Table 7 21 t h a t the h i g h e s t percentages 

o f t h e a c t i v e L i b y a n p o p u l a t i o n /ere m s e r v i c e s and 

a g r i c u l t u r e S e r v i c e a c t i v i t i e s were h i g h l y c o n c e n t r a t e d 

i n T r i p o l i c i t y , whereas a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s were found 

o u t s i d e People v o r k i n g i n commerce, manufacture, t r a n s ­

p o r t a t i o n and c o n s t x a c t i u n n<=td s i m i l a r percentages Thus 

78 7 per c e n t of the a c t i v e L i b y a n p o p u l a t i o n were employed 

i n secondary and t e r t i a r y a c t i v i t i e s r e p r e s e n t i n g 21+ 3 and 

5l(. l\. per c e n t r e s p e c t i v e l y 

A h i g h percentage o f the a l i e n a c t i v e p o p u l a t i o n worked 

m m a n u f a c t u r i n g and s e r v i c e s , f o l l o w e d "by q u a r r y i n g and 

commerce, and then t i a n s p o r t a t i o n and c o n s t r u c t i o n a c t i v i t i e s 

Economic S t a t u s ( T a b l e 7 22) 

The number and percentages o f t h e a c t i v e p o p u l a t i o n i n 

T r i p o l i Muqataa, 196U-, oy economic s t a t u s , are as f o l l o w s 
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I n T able 7 22 i t i s obvious t h a t t h e L i b y a n employees 

formed t h e most numerous group (67 9 p e r o e n t ) For the whole 

o f L i b y a t h e number o f employees was 192,371+ i n 1 9 6 4 , ^ " ^ o f 

which T r i p o l i c o n s t i t u t e d 29 7 per cent 

People s e e k i n g work m 1964 r e p r e s e n t e d 5 2 p e r cent o f 

the t o t a l They formed o n l y 1 2 6 o f the t o t a l number ot people 

s e e k i n g work i n L i b y a as a whole ( 3 3 , 5 9 4 ) i n -1964 T h i s 

percentage was s l i g h t l y l o w e r t h a n a t Benghazi I n g e n e r a l , 

t h e unemployment has d e c l i n e d i n r e c e n t years due t o an abun­

dance o f work m i n d u s t r y , Government departments, o i l companies 

e t c Most people s e e k i n g work d i d not accept any j o b o f f e r e d 

t o them t h r o u g h the Labour O f f i c e o f the M i n i s t r y o f Labour and 

S o c i a l A f f a i r s , many i n s i s t e d on easy jobs such as p o r t e r s m 

Government o f f i c e s or schoo l s 

The a l i e n a c t i v e p o p u l a t i o n had s l i g h t l y d i f f e i ent p e r ­

centages i n t h e i r economic s t a t u s For example, t h e percentage 

o f employees (1 6 p e r c e n t ) was h i g h e r t h a n among t h e L i b y a n 

a c t i v e p o p u l a t i o n T h i s was r e l a t e d t o the economic r o l e p l a y e d 

by I t a l i a n s m T r i p o l i The percentages o f employees (69 4 per 

c e r t ) was a l s o h i g h e r t n a n L i b y a n s , b u t t n e r e were l e s s people 

s e e k i n g work 

7 9 URBAN DENSITIES 

L i b y a i s c o n s i d e r e d one of t i e most s p a r s e l y p o p u l a t e d 

c o u n t r i e s m th e w o r l d P o p u l a t i o n d e n s i t y was 0 62 persons 

per square k i l o m e t r e i n 1954, and rose t o 0 80 persons m 1964 

T r i p o l i t a n i a ' s was o n l y s l i g h t l v h i g h e r 2 91 persons per 

square k i l o m e t r e i n 1954, and 4 14 i n 1964 
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T r i p o l i as the l a r g e s t urban c e n t r e had a p o p u l a t i o n 

d e n s i t y o f 37 7 persons per h e c t a r e m 195^1-, w h i c h i n c r e a s e d 

t o 61 6 persons m 136k, (377 and 61 6 per square k i l o m e t r e 

r e s p e c t i v e l y 1 ) I f we excl u d e the n o n - r e s i d e n t i a l uses 

( i n d u s t r y , commerce, a g r i c u l t u r a l a r e a s , open spaces, 

communications (main r o a u s ) and c e m e t e r i e s ) , zne averaoe 

urban d e n s i t y becomes 137 persons per h e c t a r e (1,370 

persons per square k i l o m e t r e ) 
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Table 7 23 P o p u l a t i o n D e n s i t y i n T r i p o l i , 1954* 
1 964 and 1 979 

P o p u l a t i o n den­ Popula­ P o p u l a ­
Area s i t y per h e c t a r e t i o n i n 

1979 
( e s t ) 

t i o n 
d e n s i t y 

p e r 
h e c t a r e 

Q u a r t e r p e r 
h e c t a r e 1954 1964 

t i o n i n 
1979 

( e s t ) 

t i o n 
d e n s i t y 

p e r 
h e c t a r e 

B e l k h e i r 67 9 238 1 255 3 18,052 265 8 
Bu H a r i d a 62 5 48 0 80 0 7,717 123 4 
Dahra 64 0 1 66 4 1 67 8 11 , 290 176 4 
E l N u f l e m 174 5 14 2 23 9 7,227 41 4 
Shara e l G a r b i 717 4 6 9 26 5 27,058 37 7 
Shara e l K e b i r 1 71 8 39 5 90 9 25,303 147 2 
Bab e l Bahr 8 1 743 5 756 1 6 ,125 756 1 
Gargaresh 826 6 3 1 18 1 38,881 47 0 
Kura e l B a l a d i a 
(Shanty Toj/n) 170 5 111 7 145 9 40,773 239 1 

Hornet G a r i a n 6 8 1140 0 922 8 6,751 992 7 
M a h a l l e t e l 
B a l a d i a 11 0 502 9 452 1 4 , 9 7 4 452 1 

Mi z r a n 51 2 249 4 243 3 1 2 ,461 243 3 
Kushat e l S u f f a r 6 8 808 6 730 8 4,970 730 8 
Shara e l Bay 43 0 95 9 1 60 8 1 0,158 236 2 
Shara e l Srim 21 2 3 20 7 47 4 10,681 50 3 
Shara e l S h a t t 40 8 21 6 32 0 1,444 35 3 
Shara e l Zawia 267 0 21 6 56 0 29,621 110 9 
Shara Ben Ashur 457 5 16 5 55 8 57,780 126 9 
Zawiet e l Dahmani 87 1 48 1 75 0 7 , 8 1 0 89 6 

T o t a l 3,446 8 Average 
37 8 

Averagf 
61 6 

3 328,676 Average 
95 3 

Source M u n i c i p a l i t y o f l r i p o l i & P u b l i c School Study f o r 
T r i p o l i ana the M e t r o p o l i t a n area. T r i p o l i , 1966, 
p 94, and t i e I d York Study 
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I n 195J+, the h i g h e s t r e s i d e n t i a l d e n s i t i e s were i n t h e 

f o u r q u a r t e r s of the Old Town (see Table 7 2 3 ) , where the 

urDan d e n s i t y was 500-1 , 200 persons per h e c t a r e The l o w e s t 

d e n s i t i e s were m n i n e r e s i d e n t i a l q u a r t e r s , where t h e r e were 

under 50 persons per h e c t a r e ( F i g 7 10) 

By ^96k, some i n c r e a s e m urban d e n s i t i e s had t a k e n p l a c e 

w i t h i n t h e r e v r e s i d e n t i a l q u a r t e r s o f the micidle and o u t e r 

zones o f T i i p o l i , whereas the i n n e r and c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s 

d i s t r i c t m a i n t a i n e d the same d e n s i t i e s m b o t h censuses o f 

1 95k and 1 96k ( F i g 7 11) 

High p o p u l a t i o n d e n s i t i e s r e c o r d e d i n b o t h censuses f o r 

th e Old Town were p r i m a r i l y r e l a t e d t o the c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f 

cheaper accommodation and shared d w e l l i n g s m t h i s p a r t o f t h e 

c i t y Low income groups were h i g h l y c o n c e n t r a t e d i n t h i s area 

S i m i l a r l y , h i g h d e n s i t i e s were r e c o r d e d f o r t / o r e s i d e n t i a l 

q u a r t e r s w i t h i n t h e c e n t i a l b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t , where cheaper 

accommodation was a v a i l a b l e m L i b y a n t r a d i t i o n a l houses 

Other q u a r t e r s o f T r i p o l i m the m i d d l e and o u t e r c i t y 

zones, had g e n e r a l l y lov/er p o p u l a t i o n d e n s i t i e s Such areas 

were b e i n g newly b u i l t a t low d e n s i t i e s f o r o c c u p a t i o n by 

middle and upper c l a s s f a m i l i e s 

The e s t i m a t e d p a t t e i n o f p o p u l a t i o n d e n s i t i e s i n T r i p o l i 

m 1979 i s r a t n e r s i m i l a r t o t h e i r p r e s e n t day d e n s i t i e s For 

example, t he Old Town's q u a r t e r s w i l l m a i n t a i n the same urban 

d e n s i t i e s owing t o t h e l i m i t e d number o f d w e l l i n g s B e l k h e i r , 

M i z r a n , as w e l l as the Shanty To ai a n l Shara e l Bay, v / i l l have 
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urban d e n s i t i e s o f between 201-300 persons p er h e c t a r e Bu 

H a n d a , Dahra, Shara e l K e b i r , Shara e l Zawia and Ben Ashur 

w i l l have urban d e n s i t i e s o f aoout 101-200 p e i s o n s p er n e c t a r e 

(medium d e n s i t y ) Zawiet e l Dahnani w i l l have a low d e n s i t y 

o f 90 peisons per h e c t a r e , whereas t h e r e s t of t h e q u a r t e r s 

w i l l nave o n l y a v e r y low d e n s i t y of l e s s t h a n 50 persons per 

h e c t a r e ( F i g 7 12 ) 

Some q u a r t e r s o f T r i p o l i w i l l e x p e r i e n c e an i n c r e a s e m 

p o p u l a t i o n d e n s i t i e s m t h e next t e n years N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h i s 

i n c r e a s e o f urban d e n s i t i e s w i l l n ot be h i g h i f compared w i t h 

th e urban d e n s i t i e s o f some Worth A f r i c a n c i t i e s such as 

A l g i e r s ( 8 , 0 0 0 i n h a b i t a n t s p e r h e c t a r e m t h e Casbah, and 

some A s i a n c i t i e s , f o i example, m t i e h e a r t o f Singapore 3,11^1-

people p er h e c t a r e ) ( ^ ) 

C o n c l u s i o n 

We have seen t h a t T r i p o l i has e x p e r i e n c e d a r a p i d g r o w t h 

o f p o p u l a t i o n between 195k-196k owing t o n a t u r a l i n c r e a s e , 

r u r a l m - m i g r a t i o n and r e t u r n o f L i b y a n s from T u n i s i a The c i t y 

nas r e a l l y doubled i t s p o p u l a t i o n i n one decade I h i s has 

r e s u l t e d i n an m c i e a s e m the number o f w o r k i n g p o p u l a t i o n , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y m t h e secondary and t e r t i a r y a c t i v i t i e s I t has 

a l s o r e s u l t e d m r i s i n g c o p u l a t i o n d e n s i t i e s w i t h i n t h e i n n e r 

zone, c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t and j h a H y Town T h e r e f o r e , t h e 

p o p u l a t i o n growth o f tne c i t y w i l l i n c r e a s e the p r e s s u r e on t h e 

a g r i c u l t u r a l l a n d s w i t h i n t h e c i t v , a f a c t o r which w i l l l e a d 

t o t h e disappearance o f green b e l t s around the c i t y and t h e 

emergence o f new b u i l t - u p areas 
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CHAPTER V I I I 

URBAN ZONFS 

The urban zones of present-day T r i p o l i are a consequence" 

of h i s t o r i c a l growth which took place during the Arab, Otto­

man, I t a l i a n and post-Independence e r a s , which have a f f e c t e d 

the p a t t e r n of land use and the fun c t i o n s of the c i t y 

P o l i t i c a l and socio-economic f o r c e s were important i n changing 

the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s and the urban fun c t i o n s of the various 

zones Thus each zone i s c h a r a c t e r i z e d by c e r t a i n land uses 

and functions r e f l e c t i n g the post and present urban f o r c e s 

operating w i t h i n the zone Owing to the s i g n i f i c a n t r o l e of 

the changing p a t t e r n of land uses i n shaping the urban zones 

of T r i p o l i , i t i s of e r u o i a l importance to examine the land 

use between 1911 -1967, when the most s i g n i f i c a n t changes i n 

urban land use took p l a c e , l e a d i n g to the emergence of c h a r a c ­

t e r i s t i c urban zones - such as the c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t , 

the middle zone and the outer zone The inner zone was the 

only one to have been developed before 1911 as a r e s u l t of the 

h i s t o r i c a l growth which took place from the Phoeniciantarea'e ^ 

u n t i l the end of the 19th century I n shor t , these urban zones 

are products of both h i s t o r i c a l and contemporary urban develop-
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ment w i t h i n the c i t y 

8 1 LAMP USE 

The land use of T r i p o l i has changed tremendously during 

the l a s t 57 years The impact of the I t a l i a n c o l o n i z a t i o n 

was very great Here the I t a l i a n s converted the land use of 

the c i t y from r u r a l a g r i c u l t u r a l land of the Menshia to a 

"built-up area The new urban development took over a l l the 

Arab farms and gardens around the Old Town to the south and 

west A new modern s e c t o r w i t h m u l t i - s t o r e y b u i l d i n g s , together 

w i t h roads, s t r e e t s and shops was creat e d T h i s new b u i l t - u p 

areahas covered a l l the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t and some 

pa r t s of the middle zone 

A f t e r Independence (1951), o i l e x p l o r a t i o n and d i s c o v e r i e s , 

another d r a s t i c change i n land use of the c i t y took pl a c e 

Here new dwellings were erected i n v a r i o us p a r t s of the middle 

and outer zones, and new i n d u s t r i a l areas emerged A l l these 

new urban land uses have absorbed extensive a r e a s of the 

a g r i c u l t u r a l lands of T r i p o l i 

The t o t a l area of T r i p o l i i s 3fkhG 8 h e c t a r e s I t can 

be divided i n t o two types of lands developed and under­

developed lands The former occupies an area of 2,066 3 

hect a r e s or 5^9 per cent and the l a t t e r forms the r e s t The 

developed land can be subdivided i n t o v a r i ous land u s e s ^ ) 

( P i g 8 1 ) 
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Table 8.1 Land uses of T r i p o l i . 1967-1968 $> See e 5o6 

Type of land use Area i n hectares 

Government and Quasi Government 
A g r i c u l t u r e 

R e s i d e n t i a l 
Commercial 
I n d u s t r y 

66Q.k 
199 7 
26k 6 
297 k 
636 2 

T o t a l 2,066 3 

1 R e s i d e n t i a l use 
The r e s i d e n t i a l use of T r i p o l i c o n s t i t u t e s 19.U per cent 

of the t o t a l area About h a l f of the r e s i d e n t i a l areas 
emerged a f t e r Independence and o i l discoveries This was 
p r i m a r i l y due t o the in c r e a s i n g demand f o r accommodation on the 
p a r t of f o r e i g n and r u r a l migiants as w e l l as newly married 
couples These three f a c t o r s have enhanced the growth of the 
r e s i d e n t i a l areas, p a r t i c u l a r l y w i t h i n the middle and outer 
zones 
2 Commercial use 

The commercial land occupied by r e t a i l i n g , wholesaling 
and o f f i c e s i s 5 8 per cent of the t o t a l Most of t h i s i s 
concentrated w i t h i n the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t Other small 
commercial centres c a t e r i n g f o r d a i l y requirements are found 
w i t h i n the r e s i d e n t i a l areas of T r i p o l i The growth of the 
commercial use i s associated w i t h the growth of p o p u l a t i o n and 
improvement of standard of l i v i n g , which meant an incr e a s i n g 
demand f o r goods 



3 I n d u s t r i a l use 
The i n d u s t r i a l land use of T r i p o l i has developed r e c e n t l y 

or since 1951 This i s p n m a r i l / due to the flow of f o r e i g n 
c a p i t a l and the mv&stment bv many Libyan "businessmen of t h e i r 
money i n i n d u s t r y These two f a c t o r s , together w i t h a v a i l a ­
b i l i t y of raw m a t e r i a l s and the l o c a l demand f o r goods, as w e l l 
as encouragement of the Central Libyan Government of i n d u s t r i a l 
investment, have c o n t r i b u t e d enormously t o the development and 
expansion of the i n d u s t r i a l land use w i t h i n the middle and 
outer zones of T r i p o l i The i n d u s t r i a l land use c o n s t i t u t e s 
7 7 per cent of the t o t a l 
k Government and Quasi Government uses 

The Government and Quasi-public land uses form 8 6 per 
cent of the t o t a l area These land uses comprise various 
Government b u i l d i n g s such as m i n i s t r i e s , p o l i c e s t a t i o n s , 
h o s p i t a l s , dispensaries, as w e l l as semi-public b u i l d i n g s such 
as mosques Most of these land uses are h i g h l y concentrated 
m the middle zone and c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t (Tigs 8 2 and 3 

5 A g r i c u l t u r a l use 
The a g r i c u l t u r a l land use of T r i p o l i i s also important 

because the a g r i c u l t u r a l land supplies the c i t y w i t h f r u i t , 
vegetables, m i l k and eggs I t c o n s t i t u t e s 18 1+ per cent of the 
t o t a l area About 80 per cent of the a g r i c u l t u r a l l a n d i s 
found w i t h i n the eastern p a r t of the middle zone, the r e s t i s 
l ocated w i t h i n the western p a r t of the outer zone i n Gargaresh 
and Gurgi U n t i l 10 years ago a g r i c u l t u r a l land occupied the 
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whole western p a r t of the outer zone t o the west of the Wadi 
Mejfcnm Here the a g r i c u l t u r a l land was owned "by I t a l i a n l a n d ­
l o r d s who sold t h e i r farms t o land speculators who subsequently 
converted them t o urban uses A g r i c u l t u r a l land w i t h i n the 
eastern p a r t of the middle zone was less subject t o land specu­
l a t i o n This was due to the f a c t t h a t most Libyan owners 
r e s i s t e d s e l l i n g t h e i r farms t o the land speculators Other 
reasons are also important, e g the nature of i n h e r i t a n c e i n 
Islam ( i n many cases the farm i s owned "by several i n d i v i d u a l s ) 
and the new G-overnment r e g u l a t i o n s of 1 968 concerning the con­
s e r v a t i o n of a g r i c u l t u r a l lands 

A g r i c u l t u r a l lands f a l l i n t o two t /pes the i r r i g a t e d lands 
account f o r 511 hectares and n o n - i r r i g a t e d lands occupy an area 
of 125 hectares The lormer are found w i t h i n the whole eastern 
middle zone of T r i p o l i and a p a r t of Gargaresh, whereas the 
n o n - i r r i g a t e d lands are concentrated m the Gurgi area m the 
e x - I t a l i a n farms Both t /pes of a g r i c u l t u r a l land c o n t r i b u t e 
t o tne economy of the c i t y 

The 1960 Census of A g r i c u l t u r e recorded a farm p o p u l a t i o n 
of 5,778 of which 1,298 were 15 years of age or older and 
a c t i v e l y engaged i n a g r i c u l t u r e , t h i s s e c t i o n of the po p u l a t i o n 
supported i t s e l f on 823 holdings, t o t a l l i n g 1,367 hectares i n 
1960 ( e x c l u d i n g land worked by four c o r p o r a t i o n s ) g i v i n g an 
average l o t area of 1 66 hectares which i s s u r p r i s i n g l y h i g h 

( 2) 
i n the urban area of T r i p o l i * ' 

I n 1960 the c i t y had 905,U00 trees of d i f f e r e n t k i n d s , of 
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which 788,000 were productive (87 1 per cent) Vines, c i t r u s , 
o l i v e s , and dates were predominant (Appendix IV) 

Table 8 2 D i s t r i b u t i o n of Crops Grown i n T r i p o l i . 1 9 6 0 ^ 

Kind of crop No of hectares 
Grain kl 
Vegetables 135 
Groundnuts 8 
Tobacco 35 
Fodder 121 

T o t a l 3*4-6 

As f o r crops (see Table 8 2) the emphasis was very 
markedly on vegetables and fodder crops f o r the c i t y ' s market 
and f o r p r i v a t e consumption and household use 

Table 8 3 Number of animals m T r i p o l i , 1960^) 

Sheep 1,006 
Goats 128 
C a t t l e 1,31U 
Camels 102 
Horses 1U5 
Donkeys 33Z4. 
P o u l t r y 836 

T o t a l 3,865 

I n a d d i t i o n , a s u b s t a n t i a l number of animals (Table 8 3) were 
s t i l l found w i t h i n the a g r i c u l t u r a l land of the middle zones 
of T r i p o l i 
6 Vacant land 

This form of land c o n s t i t u t e s 1,380 5 hectar^ or UO 1 per 
cent of the t o t a l Most vacant land i s found w i t h i n the souther 
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p a r t of T r i p o l i along the Wadi Mejenm course, where the land 
i s owned by the Government and the M u n i c i p a l i t y of T r i p o l i 
Other vacant land or open spaces l i e to the west of T r i p o l i 
i n Gurgi and Gargaresh Most of these open spaces are owned by 
p r i v a t e l a n d l o r d s , the r e s t i s p u b l i c p r o p e r t y 
8.2 URBAN ZONES OF TRIPOLI 

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n and zoning are based e n t i r e l y on the w r i t e r ' ! 
f i e l d work and personal observations on the urban development 
of the c i t y , p a r t i c u l a r l y d u r i n g the I t a l i a n r u l e and the p o s t -
Independence era During t h i s p e riod c e r t a i n urban forces 
r e s u l t e d m the emergence of the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t , the 
middle zone and outer zones ( F i g 8 k) C e n t r a l i z a t i o n has 
created the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t , whereas the deconcentra-
t i o n and d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n have e s t a b l i s h e d the middle and outer 
zones r e s p e c t i v e l y 
Inner zone 

The Old Town occupies the inner zone covering an area of 
32 8 hectares or 0 9 per cent of the t o t a l area I t i s 
g e n e r a l l y a zone of decay because i t i s the most ancient p a r t 
of T r i p o l i , being developed since Phoenician times, and i t 
completed i t s urban development by 1911 (see Chapter 2) I n 
non-port c i t i e s the inner zone i s g e n e r a l l y c e n t r a l l y l o c a t e d 
i n the middle of the c i t y , but i n T r i p o l i the l o c a t i o n of the 
inner zone i s t o the north of the c i t y near the p o r t area 
The urban f u n c t i o n s of the inner zone combine both commercial, 
i n d u s t r i a l and r e s i d e n t i a l uses 
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The commercial f u n c t i o n i s the most important Here the 
t r a d i t i o n a l shopping area occupies a l l the southern and south­
eastern parts of the zone, and includes various commercial 
a c t i v i t i e s such as the sale of "barracans, t e x t i l e s , gold and 
s i l v e r 

The i n d u s t r i a l f u n c t i o n i s p r i m a r i l y associated w i t h the 
t r a d i t i o n a l shopping area Here a l l kinds of t r a d i t i o n a l work­
shops are t o he found, s p e c i a l i z i n g i n various kinds of Libyan 
h a n d i c r a f t s such as l e a t h e r , copper, fancy goods and carpets 
There i s only one modern t e x t i l e f a c t o r y m the inne r zone 
The existence of these t r a d i t i o n a l i n d u s t r i e s began w i t h Arab 
r u l e , f l o u r i s h e d during the Turkish a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , declined 
during the I t a l i a n r u l e and f l o u r i s h e d again a f t e r Independence, 
owing to tourism and the i n c r e a s i n g demand f o r h a n d i c r a f t goods 
on the p a r t of l o c a l and f o r e i g n communities i n T r i p o l i 

The r e s i d e n t i a l f u n c t i o n of the inner zone i s also of great 
importance There are f o u r r e s i d e n t i a l quarters, l o c a t e d w i t h i n 
t h i s inner zone, i e Mahallet e l Baladia, Kushat e l S u f f a r , 
Hornet Garian and Bab e l Bahr These four quarters c o n t a i n 
2,k.92 d w e l l i n g s , accommodating 22,820 i n h a b i t a n t s The urban 
d e n s i t y w i t h i n the inner zone i s 687»8 persons per hectare 
This i s the highest urban d e n s i t y i n T r i p o l i as a whole, and 
may be p r i n c i p a l l y a t t r i b u t e d to the f a c t t h a t the inner zone 
i s an area of low-income groups who are a t t r a c t e d t o t h i s area 
by cheaper accommodation Thus the r e s i d e n t i a l quarters are 
congested w i t h poor f a m i l i e s of r u r a l o r i g i n 
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Apart from the commercial, m d u b t n a l and r e s i d e n t i a l 
f u n c t i o n s of the inner zone, i t has also an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
f u n c t i o n , T r i p o l i Castle i s s i t u a t e d t o the south-east of the 
Old Town, accommodating various governmental departments 
attached to the M i n i s t r y of Tourism and Archaeology, and the 
M i n i s t r y of the I n t e r i o r ( S t a t e S e c u r i t y P o l i c e ) The c a s t l e 
also contains various n a t i o n a l and n a t u r a l museums 

The inner zone has other a d m i n i s t r a t i v e f u n c t i o n s , such as 
the C e n t r a l Bank of Libya which i s s i t u a t e d t o the n o r t h o f 
the c a s t l e , and the P o l i c e S t a t i o n The p o r t of T r i p o l i i s 
s i t u a t e d t o the north-east of the Old Town 

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o note t h a t the inner zone has consider­
able r e l i g i o u s s i g n i f i c a n c e owing to the presence of numerous 
mosques (30) and two churches The existence of these r e l i g i o u s 
i n s t i t u t i o n s goes back to the periods of the Arab and T u r k i s h 
r u l e i n Libya ( P i g 2 2) 
C e n tral Business D i s t r i c t 

This zone i s s i t u a t e d immediately t o the south and west of 
the inner zone I t i s bounded on the south by the middle zone 
Therefore the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t i s l o cated between two 
urban zones, occupying an area of 119 1 hectares or 3 5 per 
cent of the t o t a l area About 90 per cent of the c e n t r a l 
business d i s t r i c t was b u i l t during the I t a l i a n r u l e i n Libya 
The r e s t was b u i l t from 1951 onwards Some pa r t s of the c e n t r a l 
business d i s t r i c t have been re-developed since 1962 and are now 
occupied by m u l t i - s t o r e y b u i l d i n g s 
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P l a t e 8.1 The e a s t e r n p a r t of the c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t 
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P l a t e 8.2 The western p a r t of the c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t and 
a p a r t o f the western r e s i d e n t i a l areas of the Old Town 
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Rent i s very h i g h i n the new m u l t i - s t o r e y "buildings For 
instance, the r e n t i n the Shara 2k December St r e e t i s £L 70-80 
per month on average f o r a large shop, whereas the shop r e n t i n 
Khrebish m u l t i - s t o r e y "buildings i s £L 190 per month on average 
I n Baghdad S t r e e t i t i s £L 120-150 per month, w h i l e the rent 
i n I s t i q l a l S t r e e t i s the highest, ranging from £L 250 t o 
£L 350 per month f o r a f l o o r area of 50-75 square metres 
Rents f o r o f f i c e s range from £L 100 t o £L 1 50 per month m 
Khrebish's m u l t i - s t o r e y "building Elsewhere the rent i s higher 
This high r e n t i n general r e f l e c t s the commercial and business 
values of the c e n t r a l "business d i s t r i c t 

There are a number of f a c t o r s v h i c h s t i m u l a t e d the growth 
of the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t ^ i r s t i s the impact of 
Independence and inc r e a s i n g e x p e r d i t u r e of the Central Libyan 
Government Secondly, the flow of f o r e i g n c a p i t a l a f t e r o i l 
d iscoveries and pr o d u c t i o n increased the demand f o r o f f i c e s by 
the o i l companies T h i r d l y , the flow of Cyrenaican c a p i t a l to 
T r i p o l i , p a r t i c u l a r l y a f t e r the u n i f i c a t i o n of Libya i n A p r i l , 
1963 was also important F o u r t n l y , demand f o r goods of various 
kinds by the l o c a l and f o r e i g n communities has r i s e n s t e a d i l y 
F i f t h l y , Libyan Government p r o j e c t s , such as the Five Year 
Plan of ZL 200 m i l l i o n s ( 1963 -1968 ) had a great impact on the 
c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t i n terms of demand f o r o f f i c e s f o r 
t r a n s p o r t and other commercial companies S i x t h l y , the con­
c e n t r a t i o n of about one quarter of a m i l l i o n of po p u l a t i o n i n 
T r i p o l i creates a great deal of business a c t i v i t i e s 
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D e l i m i t a t i o n of the Central Business D i s t r i c t 
This d e l i m i t a t i o n i s "based on the extensive study con­

ducted by the w r i t e r on the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t on 
everv m u l t i - s t o r e y b u i l d i n g and i t s various uses (Plates 8 1 
and 2) A l l the o f f i c e s of commercial companies, customs 
c l e a r i n g s , o f f i c e s of banks, shipping, t r a v e l , a i r l i n e agencies 
etc were surveyed D i s t i n c t i o n i s made between o f f i c e s 
occupying ground f l o o r s and those on other f l o o r s ( F i g 8 5 

and 6) 
The t o t a l number of o f f i c e s and o f f i c e services i s 1,500 

These occupy an area of 31 k hectares The number of 
employees i s 9,^32 and the average number per establishment 

( 6 ) 
i s 6 5 persons * ' 
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Tahle 8 k Number of "business o f f i c e s w i t h i n the C e n t r a l 
Business D i s t r i c t 

Kind of "business Libyans I t a l i a n s Jews Fo r e i g n T o t a l 
Commercial companies 193 39 12 1 22 366 
Commercial agencies 166 9 1 31 207 
I n d u s t r i a l companies 31 2k 1 12 68 
Customs c l e a r i n g s 15 9 1 2 27 
Shipping agencies 15 6 - k 25 
T r a v e l agencies k - - 10 11+ 
A i r l i n e agencies 5 — — 13 18 
B u i l d i n g & road 

13 
c o n t r a c t o r s ' companies 73 ^k 1 kh 132 

B u i l d i n g c o n t r a c t o r s 
( i n d i v i d u a l f i r m s ) 92 32 — — I 2 i | 

D r i l l i n g c o n t r a c t o r s - - — 1+2 
Engineering c o n t r a c t o r s ' 
s e r v i c e s - — — 27 27 

Contractors of t e c h n i c a l 
s e r v i c e s f o r o i l w e l l s — — — 3k 3k 

E l e c t r i c a l c o n t r a c t o r s ' 
s e r v i c e s - - - 11 11 

W i r e l e s s c o n t r a c t o r s ' 
s e r v i c e s — - — 7 7 

Geophysical c o n t r a c t o r s ' 
s e r v i c e s — — — 13 13 

Seismograph c o n t r a c t o r s Co — - — 6 6 
Welding c o n t r a c t o r s — — - 7 7 
Contractors of p i p e l i n e 
s e r v i c e s - - - 9 9 

Consulting c o n t r a c t o r s ' 
s e r v i c e s — - - 5 5 

C a t e r i n g f o r o i l companies — — - 32 32 
O i l companies - - - ko ko 
Transport companies 61 9 1 - 71 
Insurance companies 1 7 - 8 16 
Accounts Ak 3 — 5 22 
Banks 6 2 — k 12 
Lawyers U8 11 - 1 60 
Notaries k 2 — - 6 
Brokers 51 — — — 51 
Doctors' c l i n i c s 7 29 — 12 

T o t a l 786 196 17 501 1 ,500 

Source F i e l d work survey, 1966-^1968 
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1 Commercial companies 

These are widely d i s t r i b u t e d m the c e n t r a l "business 

d i s t r i c t , w i th o f f i c e s m m u l t i - s l o r e y b u i l d i n g s About 52 7 

per cent of these commercial companies are owned by Libyans and 

33 3 per cent are owned by i n t e r n a t i o n a l companies The r e s t 

are owned by I t a l i a n s and Jews 

Commercial companies deal g e n e r a l l y with various kinds of 

imports such as r e f r i g e r a t o r s , cookers, c a r s , a g r i c u l t u r a l t o o l s 

s t a t i o n e r y equipment, r a d i o s , t e l e v i s i o n s e t s , etc Some of 

these commercial firms s p e c i a l i z e m supplying the o i l companies 

operating m Libya with equipment and various s u p p l i e s The 

f u n c t i o n of these companies i s to import goods from abroad i n 

order to s e l l these i n the wholesale market or through the 

companies' shops 

Fo r e i g n companies tend to occupy l a r g e o f f i c e s m m u l t i -

s t o r e y b u i l d i n g s , whi,te L i b y a n s , I t a l i a n s and Jews tend to have 

t h e i r o f f i c e s i n the old m u l t i - s t o r e y b u i l d i n g s because of 

lower r e n t s F o r e i g n firms deal mostly m more expensive goods 

such as c a r s , t e l e v i s i o n s e t o , e l e c t r i c a l equipment, etc A 

high proportion of these o f f i c e s are found i n the main commer­

c i a l s t r e e t s , others l i e w i t h i n other commercial s u b - s t r e e t s 

On the other hand, commercial companies owned by Libyans d e a l 

w i t h l e s s expensive goods, such a s f o o d s t u f f s , s t a t i o n e r y 

equipment, t r a n s i s t o r r a d i o s , e t c 

2 Commercial agents 

Most of the commercial agents' o f f i c e s are concentrated 
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w i t h m the core of the c e n t r a l "business d i s t r i c t , p a r t i c u l a r l y 

i n Shara Omar e l Mukhtar, E l Rashid, 22+ December and other 

commercial s t r e e t s T h i s i s g e n e r a l l y r e l a t e d to the f a c t that 

commercial agents tend to have t h e i r o f f i c e s near the wnolesale 

and r e t a i l shops 

The main commercial lunction of the commercial agents i s 

to represent the i n t e r n a t i o n a l companies m va r i o u s European 

and A s i a n c o u n t r i e s such as Prance, U K , Holland, Germany, 

I t a l y , I n d i a , Japan and Hong Kong for wholesale of d i f f e r e n t 

types of goods on the "basis of c e r t a i n commissions v a r y i n g from 

5 to 10 per cent f o r each commercial t r a n s a c t i o n Thus the 

commercial agents f a c i l i t a t e and promote marketing a c t i v i t i e s 

of both wholesalers and r e t a i l e r s who cannot contact each other 

d i r e c t l y I n many cases the commercial agent r e p r e s e n t s v a r i o u s 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l companies depending on h i s r e p u t a t i o n and 

commercial record 

About 80 2 per cent of the commercial agents are Libyans 

and the r e s t are I t a l i a n s , Jews and f o r e i g n agents But the 

number of non-Libyan agents has d e c l i n e d m recent years due to 

the i n c r e a s i n g competition on the p a r t of Libyan businessmen who 

have become very i n t e r e s t e d i n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r kind of a c t i v i t y 

The reason for t h i s l i e s i n the high commission given by i n t e r ­

n a t i o n a l firms to Libyan agents, a f a c t o r which encourages 

L i b y a n businessmen to seek such e n t e r p r i s e s 

3 I n d u s t r i a l companies 

The d i s t r i b u t i o n of i n d u s t r i a l companies i s g e n e r a l l y 
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r e l a t e d to the r n u l t i - s t o i e y "buildings of the c e n t r a l "business 

d i s t r i c t , with a s p e c i a l c o n c e n t r a t i o n m 21+ December and 

I s t i q l a l S t r e e t s The a d d i t i o n a l o f f i c e s of the c i t y i n d u s t r i a l 

f i r m s tend to seek l e s s expensive b u i l d i n g s w i t n m the c e n t r a l 

b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t i n order to avoid high r e n t s , over one - t h i r d 

of these i n d u s t r i a l o f f i c e s are attached to the mam i n d u s t r i a l 

f i r m s l o c a t e d i n T r i p o l i T his i s p r i m a r i l y r e l a t e d to the 

d e s i r e of L i b y a n f i r m s to have d i r e c t commercial contacts w i t h 

t h e i r dealers and customers i n the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t 

The r e s t of the o f f i c e s are of f o r e i g n i n d u s t r i a l f i r m s , 

r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e i r companies m L i b y a They mostly dea l with 

o i l companies and the v a r i o u s Libyan m i n i s t r i e s 

h Customs c l e a r i n g s 

Customs c l e a r i n g o f f i c e s are h i g r l y concentrated i n E l 

I s t i q l a l and Ibn Sa id S t r e e t s near the port of T r i p o l i Here 

the customs c l e a r i n g o f f i c e s occupy the ground f l o o r s of m u l t i ­

s t o r e y b u i l d i n g s , with f l o o r areas ranging from 50-100 sq 

metres A high proportion of these o f f i c e s are owned by firms 

and the r e s t owned b^ i n d i v i d u a l s L e s s than h a l f of the owners 

are L i b y a n s , the r e s t a r e Jew--, I t a l i a n s and f o r e i g n e r s 

The mam f u n c t i o n of these o f f i c e s i s to f a c i l i t a t e the 

r e l e a s e of the goods a r r i v i n g m T r i p o l i port so that the 

wholesalers and other commercial agents can t r a n s p o r t such 

goods from the port area The r e l e a s e of goods i s r a t h e r a 

complicated procedure and cannot be e a s i l y done without 

a s s i s t a n c e from these o f f i c e s 
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5 Shipping Agencies 

These agencies are found i n four commercial s t r e e t s 

I s t i q l a l , 2k December, E l B a l a d i a and H a i t i S t r e e t s These 

s i t e s t h e r e f o r e are more f l e x i b l e than the customs c l e a r i n g 

o f f i c e s A l l shipping agencies' o f f i c e s occupy l a r g e ground 

f l o o r s to accommodate t h e i r s t a f f s U n t i l r e c e n t l y , a l l 

shipping agencies were run and owned by I t a l i a n s , Jews and 

f o r e i g n f i r m s , but at the present about two-thirds are owned 

by Libyans 

The f u n c t i o n of these shipping agencies i s to arrange 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n of passengers' luggage or wholesale imports 

and exports from and to Libya through the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

shipping companies These agencies can a l s o arrange f o r 

Libyan passengers to t r a v e l overseas by boats operating 

between T r i p o l i and other ports 

6 T r a v e l agencies 

A l l the o f f i c e s of t r a v e l agencies are l o c a t e d w i t h i n the 

main commercial s t r e e t s of the c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t ( E l 

B a l a d i a , I s t i q l a l and 2)\ December), T h i s l o c a t i o n i s p r i n c i ­

p a l l y due to the e x i s t e n c e of i n t e n s i v e commercial a c t i v i t i e s 

w i t h i n t h i s area These o f f i c e s occupy ground f l o o r areas 

and tend to be modern and to have r e l a t i v e l y l a r g e s t a f f s 

Most of these agencies represent i n t e r n a t i o n a l t r a v e l agencies 

m various European and A s i a n c o u n t r i e s such as France, Germany, 

U K , I t a l y , Greece, Egypt, Lebanon, etc Only one-third of 

these t r a v e l agencies are Li b y a n The r e s t are f o r e i g n 
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T r a v e l agencies draw a l a r g e number of customers ( L i b y a n s , 

I t a l i a n s and o t h e r s ) p a r t i c u l a r l y during the summer months when 

most employees and c i v i l s ervants take t h e i r h o l i d a y s 

7 A i r l i n e agencies 

These agencies are a l s o l o c a t e d i n the main commercial 

s t r e e t s such as I s t i q l a l (7 a g e i c i e s ) , 21+ December (2 a g e n c i e s ) 

and E l B a l a d i a (2 a g e n c i e s ) Other a i r l i n e agencies are found 

m other s u b - s t r e e t s near the mam major thoroughfares A l l 

a i r l i n e agencies are r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l a i r ­

l i n e companies i n Europe, A f r i c a and A s i a ( e g A l i t a l i a , B E A 

B 0 A C , A i r Prance, KLM, SABERA, etc ) There i s only one 

Government a i r l i n e agency (KLA) which operates w i t h i n and 

outside the country ( t o nine f o r e i g n c a p i t a l s m A f r i c a and 

Europe) 

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to note that a l l the a i r l i n e agencies 

occupy e x c e l l e n t s i t e s i n the new m u l t i - s t o r e y b u i l d i n g s with 

l a r g e f l o o r areas They draw t h e i r customers from the middle 

and upper c l a s s people as w e l l as t o u r i s t s and o i l company 

employees 

8 B u i l d i n g and road c o n t r a c t o r s ' companies 

The o f f i c e s of the above companies are s c a t t e r e d w i t h i n 

the whole c e n t r a l b u siness d i s t r i c t w i th some s p e c i a l concen­

t r a t i o n i n Omar e l Mukhtar, 21+ December and I s t i q l a l S t r e e t s 

I n g e n e r a l , b u i l d i n g and road c o n t r a c t o r s ' companies tend to 

have marginal s i t e s away from the core of the c e n t r a l b u siness 

d i s t r i c t 
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They deal mostly with tenders from the government and o i l 

companies for tne c o n s t r u c t i o n of schools, h o s p i t a l s , houses, 

roads and other c o n s t r u c t i o n s About 56 8 per cent of such 

companies are owned by Libyans The r e s t a r e owned by 

I t a l i a n s , Jews and f o r e i g n e r s 

9 B u i l d i n g c o n t r a c t o r s ( i n d i v i d u a l s ) 

These are s c a t t e r e d throughout the whole c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s 

d i s t r i c t , without any p a r t i c u l a r c o n c e n t r a t i o n m any one s t r e e t 

T h i s i s so because most b u i l d i n g c o n t r a c t o r s have not s u f f i c i e n t 

c a p i t a l to cover the expenses and r e n t s of o f f i c e s and s t a f f m 

the new m u l t i - s t o r e y b u i l d i n g s They tend therefore to have 

t h e i r o f f i c e s i n the old m u l t i - s t o r e y b u i l d i n g s which have 

lower r e n t s than the nei ones 

Most of these i n d i v i d u a l c o n t r a c t o r s are p r o f e s s i o n a l 

a r c h i t e c t s They can undertake various b u i l d i n g operations 

from designing to c o n s t r u c t i o n I 1 most cases the c o n t r a c t o r s 

design and supervise the b u i l d i n g operations 

Nearly three-quarters of b u i l d i n g c o n t r a c t o r s are Libyans 

The r e s t are I t a l i a n s who e s t a b l i s h e d t h e i r o f f i c e s during the 

I t a l i a n r u l e , and s t i l l tend to dominate the b u i l d i n g and 

c o n s t r u c t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s m T r i p o l i 

10 O i l company o f f i c e s 

I n T r i p o l i there are 233 o i l companies and r e l a t e d firms 

such as d r i l l i n g c o n t r a c t o r s , e l e c t r i c a l c o n t r a c t o r s ' s e r v i c e s , 

engineering c o n t r a c t o r s ' s e r v i c e s e t c (Table 8 k) 

The major oroducing companies have complete blocks l o c a t e d 
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at the periphery of the southern and western p a r t s of the 

c e n t r a l "business d i s t r i c t For example, the o f f i c e s of the 

Esso O i l Standard l i e to the south of the c e n t r a l area m the 

Shara Mohammed A l l E s s a n u s s i near the General Government 

H o s p i t a l , where three "building "blocks accommodate t h e i r l a r g e 

s t a f f and employees Oasis O i l Company has two "buildings of 

f i v e s t o r e y s each l o c a t e d to the west of the c e n t r a l "business 

d i s t r i c t near T r i p o l i I n t e r n a t i o n a l F a i r i n Shara Omar e l 

Mukhtar ( P l a t e 8 3) Mobil O i l has a l a r g e m u l t i - s t o r e y b u i l d ­

ing of s i x f l o o r s s i t e d m the Shara e l Magarba to the south 

of the c e n t r a l b u siness d i s t r i c t near the Royal Palace "Kasr 

e l Khold " The o f f i c e s of the O c c i d e n t a l O i l producing company 

are s i t e d m the M i t c h e l l C o t t s ' m u l t i - s t o r e y b u i l d i n g opposite 

to the Waddan Hotel 

Other o i l producing companies have s c a t t e r e d o f f i c e s 

throughout the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t Moreover, the o f f i c e 

of companies c a t e r i n g f o r the major producing companies are 

s c a t t e r e d throughout the c e n t r a l area with a s p e c i a l concentra­

t i o n i n three m u l t i - s t o r e y b u i l d i n g s m the Shara e l Malika 

to the north-east of the Royal P a l a c e ( P l a t e 8 U) 

11 Transport companies 

A s p e c i a l c o n c e n t r a t i o n of s m a l l transport companies i s 

found m and around the 9 August Square, where twelve of these 

companies are l o c a t e d They c a r r y passengers from T r i p o l i to 

Cyrenaica and Fezzan and to T u n i s i a , A l g e r i a , Morocco and Egypt 

They a l s o provide other s e r v i c e s such as t r a n s p o r t a t i o n of 

luggage and goods w i t h i n the country Most of these s m a l l 
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P l a t e 8.4 Other o i l companies' o f f i c e s i n Ahmed e l S h a r i f s t r e e t 
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t r a n s p o r t companies occupy ground f l o o r a r e a s which vary from 

100-200 sq metres, and the majority l a c k e f f i c i e n c y and good 

management 

Large t r a n s p o r t companies which have more c a p i t a l are 

s i t e d elsewhere i n the c e n t r a l "business d i s t r i c t and g e n e r a l l y 

deal with the Government and o i l companies These t r a n s p o r t 

companies have l a r g e t r u c k s and more equipment, they only 

operate i n L i b y a About 85 9 per cent of these companies are 

Libyan owned The r e s t are owned by I t a l i a n s and Jews 
12 Insurance companies 

There are only two insurance companies i n I s t i q l a l S t r e e t , 

another i s l o c a t e d m 2k December S t r e e t , and others are s i t e d 

i n various m u l t i - s t o r e y blocks A l l insurance companies have 

t h e i r o f f i c e s i n the new m u l t i - s t o r e y b u i l d i n g s A l l are 

for e i g n , and mostly belong to va r i o u s western c o u n t r i e s such 

as I t a l y , U K , and U S A There are only two Arab companies, 

one Jordanian and one Egyptian 

The f u n c t i o n of these insurance companies v a r i e s from l i f e 

insurance to insurance a g a i n s t road a c c i d e n t s and to compulsory 

car insurance The emergence of such insurance companies i s 

c h i e f l y due to three f a c t o r s , f i r s t l y , the i n c r e a s i n g number of 

cars i n L i b y a from 1951 onwards Secondly, d i s c o v e r i e s of o i l 

m L i b y a , and t h i r d l y , the i n c r e a s i n g number of road a c c i d e n t s 

13 Banks 

Banks are mainly concentrated i n the core of the c e n t r a l 

business d i s t r i c t For example, Haidan Ash Shuhada has three 
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banks, 21+ December S t r e e t has two, and I s t i q l a l S t r e e t has 

three, while Omar e l Mukhtar S t r e e t has one Another two banks 

are l o c a t e d i n E l B a l a d i a S t r e e t , and the Bank of Li b y a i s 

s i t u a t e d to the north of the c a s t l e T h i s c oncentration of 

banks w i t h i n the core of the c e n t r a l b u siness d i s t r i c t i s 

a s s o c i a t e d with the commercial and business a c t i v i t i e s ( P l a t e 

8 5) 

About 50 per cent of the commercial banks are Libyan w i t h 

1+9 per cent f o r e i g n c a p i t a l The r e s t are f o r e i g n banks such 

as the I t a l i a n Banco d i Roma and Banco di Napoli, the B r i t i s h 

B a r c l a y s Bank, D G 0 L t d or French S o c i e t e F o n c i e r d'Afrique 

There i s a l s o one Jordanian Bank ( i . e the Arab Bank) Host 

of these banks occupy independent blocks of m u l t i - s t o r e y 

b u i l d i n g s and have e x c e l l e n t s i t e s w i t h i n the core of the 

c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t 

1h Accountants 

Only two accountants' o f f i c e s are l o c a t e d i n the 21+ 

December S t r e e t Another two are s i t u a t e d i n the s u b - s t r e e t s 

between I s t i q l a l and 21+ December The r e s t a r e s c a t t e r e d 

throughout the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t A l l the accountants 

o f f i c e s are m the f i r s t , second or t h i r d f l o o r s of the m u l t i ­

s t o r e y b u i l d i n g s About two-thirds of these o f f i c e s are owned 

b^ Li b y a n s , the r e s t are owned by I t a l i a n s and f o r e i g n companies 

U n t i l r e c e n t l y , most of the accountants' o f f i c e s were non-

Libyan However, owing to the impact of higher education and 

the i n c r e a s e m the number of graduates from the U n i v e r s i t i e s 

of C a i r o and L i b y a , Libyans began to compete w i t h f o r e i g n 
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accountants ( I t a l i a n s , P a l e s t i n i a n s and other n a t i o n a l i t i e s ) 

The m a j o r i t y of the accountants' o f f i c e s have business 

w i t h the o i l companies and f o r e i g n firms The r e s t d e a l w i t h 

L i b y a n commercial, i n d u s t r i a l and tra n s p o r t companies, as w e l l 

as w h o l e s a l i n g and r e t a i l i n g shops 

15 Lawyers 

Lawyers have t h e i r o f f i c e s mainly i n two s t r e e t s , l e 

Omar e l Mukhtar (7 o f f i c e s ) , 21+ December ( 3 o f f i c e s ) Other 

o f f i c e s are s c a t t e r e d throughout the mam commercial s t r e e t s 

of the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t These o f f i c e s tend to occupy 

premises m the old m u l t i - s t o r e y b u i l d i n g s because of l o v e r 

r e n t s Most of the L i b y a n lawyers are s t i l l new to the occupa­

t i o n as they only emerged from 1959 onwards and cannot a f f o r d 

to pay high r e n t s m the new m u l t i - s t o r e y b u i l d i n g s About 

two-tmrds of T r i p o l i ' s lawyers are Libyans tfho graduated 

r e c e n t l y from C a i r o U n i v e r s i t y The r e s t are I t a l i a n s and Jews 

16 Notaries 

They are not numerous w i t h i n the c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t 

They are s i t e d m various s c a t t e r e d s t r e e t s such as I s t i q l a l , 

C a i r o , Tehran, 2!+ December and Omar e l Mukhtar Pour n o t a r i e s 

are Libyans and two are I t a l i a n s The mam f u n c t i o n of these 

i s to s u p e r v i s e the purchase of land, property and other 

purchase agreements between firms or between i n d i v i d u a l s and 

commercial firms 

17 Brokers 
The m a j o r i t y of Libyan brokers have no f i x e d o f f i c e s , but 
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tend to gather i n three main cafe-bars Commorcio, E l Rashid 

and E l Azhar, /here they meet t h e i r customers f o r the s e l l i n g 

or ourchasmg of land and r e a l e s t a t e One-third of brokers 

have o f f i c e s v/hich c a r be found m three mam s t r e e t s 21+ 

December, I s t i q l a l ana Omar e l llukhtar 

The absence of permanent o f f i c e s for the ma j o r i t y of Libyan 

orokers i s l a r g e l y due to a v a r i e t y of reasons, f i r s t , l a c k of 

municipal r e g u l a t i o n s r e l a t i n g to t h i s kind of business a c t i v i t y 

secondly, brokers p r a c t i s e t h e i r p r o f e s s i o n as i n d i v i d u a l s , 

they do not belong to an agenc r as i n the case of B r i t a i n 

18 Doctors' c l i n i c s 

The e x i s t i n g doctors' c l i n i c s are h i g h l y concentrated i n 

the e a s t e r n part of the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t i n the mam 

commercial s t r e e t s , l e I s t i q l a l , 2h, December, Mizran and Omar 

Ibn e l Ass Here there a r e 2.1 c l i n i c s which occupy premises m 

the old m u l t i - s t o r e y b u i l d i n g s The western p a r t of the c e n t r a l 

business d i s t r i c t has 27 doctors' c l i n i c s T h i s i s due l a r g e l y 

to the f a c t that the western part i s not f u l l y u t i l i z e d f o r 

commercial and bus i n e s s a c t i v i t i e s 

The I4-8 c l i n i c s i n the c e n t r a l b u siness d i s t r i c t c o n s t i t u t e 

more than h a l f of the t o t a l number i n T r i p o l i (86) These c l m i < 

m the c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t not only serve the population 

of the area but a l s o the whole population of the c i t y , T r i p o l i -

t a n i a and Fezzan 

Apart ±rom the bus i n e s s f u n c t i o n of the c e n t r a l b u siness 

d i s t r i c t , there are 28 i n d u s t r i a l firms l o c a t e d w i t h i n the 
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c e n t r a l area to the north and west These perform various 

kinds of i n d u s t r i a l a c t i v i t y s i c h as "bakery, t e x t i l e s , wood 

working, s o f t d r i n k s , macaroni paste manufacture, t a i l o r i n g 

and mechanical workshops 

O f f i c e s of the c e n t r a l Libyan government, the headquarters 

of the Muqataa of T r i p o l i and the M u n i c i p a l i t y o f f i c e s are a l s o 

l o c a t e d w i t h i n the core and throughout the c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s 

d i s t r i c t ( s e e Chapter k) 

Thus the commercial and business f u n c t i o n s of the c e n t r a l 

business d i s t r i c t are growing r a p i d l y owing to the greate r 

demand exerted on the area by commercial companies, shops, 

o f f i c e s and various other business a c t i v i t i e s As a r e s u l t , 

s e v e r a l old two and t h r e e - s t o r e y b u i l d i n g s which were e r e c t e d 

during the I t a l i a n r u l e , were demolished and re p l a c e d by new 

m u l t i - s t o r e y b u i l d i n g s T h i s urban renewal which takes p l a c e 

w i t h i n the core and throughout the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t , 

w i l l i n c r e a s e the number of shops, o f f i c e s and other b u s i n e s s 

a c t i v i t i e s I n other words, both v e r t i c a l and h o r i z o n t a l 

expansion of the c e n t r a l business a c t i v i t i e s w i l l reduce the 

r e s i d e n t i a l and other non-commercial f u n c t i o n s T h i s process 

of the expansion of bus i n e s s a c t i v i t i e s i s t a k i n g p l a c e very 

r a p i d l y m many s e c t i o n s of the c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t and 

i t i s expected t h a t the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t w i l l absorb 

i n the future more r e s i d e n t i a l areas, p a r t i c u l a r l y those old 

Arab houses l o c a t e d i n both I l i z r a n and B e l k h e i r quarters ( F i g 

8 7) 
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At the present, however, apart from the "business f u n c t i o n , 
the r e s i d e n t i a l f u n c t i o n i s s t i l l important w i t h i n the c e n t r a l 
business d i s t r i c t Here there are two r e s i d e n t i a l q u a r t e r s , 
1 e B e l k h e i r and Mizran w i t h a t o t a l of 3,972 dwellings con­
t a i n i n g 29,802 i n h a b i t a n t s The de n s i t y of p o p u l a t i o n i s 250 k 

persons per hectare Most of the r e s i d e n t s are middle class 
people comprising Libyans, I t a l i a n s and other n a t i o n a l i t i e s 
Libyans of lower groups are also l i v i n g w i t h i n the slum areas 
of the quarters 
The Middle Zone 

This zone i s s i t u a t e d t o the south of the c e n t r a l business 
d i s t r i c t and occupies an area of 1,580 hectares of k5 8 per cent 
of the t o t a l I t i s mainly a r e s i d e n t i a l zone There are ten 
r e s i d e n t i a l quarters m t h i s zone (Dahra, Shara e l Kebir, E l 
N u f l e m , Zawiet e l Dahmani, Shara e l Shatt, Shara Ben A3hur, 
Shara e l Bay, Bu Harida, Shara e l Srim and Shara e l Zawia) 
A l l these quarters were m existence during the Ottoman r u l e 
and formed s c a t t e r e d r e s i d e n t i a l areas m the Menshia area 
They developed f o r urban use during the I t a l i a n r u l e and t h i s 
was maintained a f t e r Independence 

The p o p u l a t i o n l i v i n g w i t h i n the middle zone numbers 
100,890 i n h a b i t a n t s , or* hi h per cent of the t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n 
of the c i t y i n 196*4-, a n <^ the p o p u l a t i o n d e n s i t y i s 63 

The middle zone has, g e n e r a l l y speaking, three classes of 
people ( F i g 8 8) The upper income groups tend t o l i v e i n the 
Shara Ben Ashur quarter Here the " C i t t a Giardmo" or Garden 
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C i t y , mostly composed of v i l l a s , occupies the northern s e c t i o n 
of the quarter Rents are h i g h and the standard of l i v i n g i s 
also h i g h I t i s estimated t h a t the annual income of i n d i ­
v i d u a l s l i v i n g i n t h i s area range from £L 2,400-3,359 The 
m a j o r i t y of the res i d e n t s are f o r e i g n e r s , hut some Libyans 
w i t h high incomes reside here 

Middle class areas occupy most of the ten r e s i d e n t i a l 
quarters The m a j o r i t y of dwellings are t r a d i t i o n a l houses, 
the r e s t "being of a modified type Ahout 90 per cent of d w e l l ­
ings are in h a b i t e d hy Libyans of the middle income groups whose 
annual earnings range from £L 1,030-2,399 The remainder are 
Libyans of lower income and l i v e m the o l d Arab dwellings 
Their standard of l i v i n g i s low and t h e i r annual income varies 
from £L 480-1 ,079 ^ 

The middle zone has i n d u s t r i a l uses Here there are 37 

f a c t o r i e s s p e c i a l i z i n g i n various i n d u s t r i a l a c t i v i t i e s Their 
s i t e s tend t o concentrate w i t h i n the southern and western p a r t s 
of t h i s zone The m a j o r i t y of these i n d u s t r i e s were established 
since Independence, the r e s t being e s t a b l i s h e d during the 
I t a l i a n r u l e There i s a tendency on the p a r t of the owners 
of these i n d u s t r i a l f i r m s t o move t h e i r f a c t o r i e s to the new 
i n d u s t r i a l areas along the Suani Road and t o the Gurgi area 

Government b u i l d i n g s are found m numerous s i t e s w i t h i n the 
middle zone, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the Shara e l Shatt quarter where 
there are several Libyan m i n i s t r i e s The middle zone also 
contains other various Governmental b u i l d i n g s such as the 
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M i n i s t r y of Health, Government General H o s p i t a l , M i n i s t r y of 
S o c i a l A f f a i r s , and Libyan Broadcasting S t a t i o n Tnere i s a 
tendency on the p a r t of the Central Libyan Government t o rent 
new o f f i c e s w i t h i n the middle zone away from the c i t y centre 
where the problem of parking i s very acute 

Apart from the Government b u i l d i n g s there are two lar g e 
m i l i t a r y barracks located w i t h i n the Shara e l Srim near the 
A z i z i a Gate These barracks were o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t by the 
I t a l i a n army and are occupied now by the Libyan army 

The a g r i c u l t u r a l use i n the middle zone i s important, 
because a g r i c u l t u r a l lands occupy most of the eastern and south 
eastern p a r t s of the zone Although land speculators developed 
extensive areas m the Shara Ben Ashur, Shara e l Kebir and 
Zawiet e l Dahmani f o r r e s i d e n t i a l use, the owners of the 
e x i s t i n g a g r i c u l t u r a l farms are s t i l l r e s i s t i n g the h i g h s e l l -
ln-r pr ice of land 
The Outer Zone 

This i s s i t u a t e d immediately to the south of the middle 
zone and occupies an area of 1,71 k 5 hectares or i+9 7 per cent 
of the t o t a l area of T r i p o l i The zone has various urban and 
a g r i c u l t u r a l uses 

The outer zone contains three r e s i d e n t i a l quarters Shara 
e l Garbi, Shanty Town and Gargaresh The number of dwellings 
i s 1 5 , 9 0 3 , housing 59 ,065 or 27 8 per cent of the t o t a l popula­
t i o n of the c i t y i n "1361+ w i t h a p o p u l a t i o n d e n s i t y of 3k k 
The outer zone contains three classes of r e s i d e n t i a l areas, 
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the upper class r e s i d e n t i a l area i s s i t u a t e d m Giorgimpopoli 
and Gargaresh along the western coast between the Wadi Mejenin 
course and the weslern "boundary of T r i p o l i Here Americans, 
B r i t i s h , French and other Europeans reside They are mostly 
employees of o i l companies, diplomatic corps, Americans work­
ing at Wheelus F i e l d (American A i r Base to the east of T r i p o l i ) , 
and Libyans of h i g h income groups The standard of l i v i n g 
w i t h i n t h i s r e s i d e n t i a l area i s h i g h I t i s estimated t h a t the 
annual income i s from £L 3 , 3 6 0 - 1 3 , 3 6 0 

Middle income groups are t o be found w i t h i n the Shara e l 
Garbi and p a r t of tne Gargaresh quarter The type of dv/ellings 
consists g e n e r a l l y of new t r a d i t i o n a l houses b u i l t since 1951 

The m a l o r i t y of the re s i d e n t p o p u l a t i o n are Libyans who moved 
r e c e n t l y from the inner zone and c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t t o 
l i v e w i t h i n the new middle class r e s i d e n t i a l area The r e s t 
are of f o r e i g n n a t i o n a l i t i e s The i n d i v i d u a l income i s 
s i m i l a r t o the income of the middle income groups of the middle 
zone 

Low income groups are mostly concentrated w i t h i n the Gott 
e l Shaal t o the western p a r t of Gargaresh Here the p r i c e of 
land i s low, about £L 2-J+ per sq metres, a t t r a c t i n g i n d i v i d u a l s 
w i t h l i m i t e d income to b u i l d t h e i r houses w i t h i n t h i s area A 
hig h p r o p o r t i o n of the r e s i d e n t p o p u l a t i o n are r u r a l immigrants 
The remainder are Libyans who returned r e c e n t l y from T u n i s i a 

Very low income groups l i v e m the Shanty Town to the 
south of T r i p o l i (see Chapter 6) The area i s i n h a b i t e d by 



32S 

d i f f e r e n t types of m-migrants Cheaper accommodation i s the 
main f a c t o r xor a t t r a c t i n g such m-migrants t o t h i s area 

The Shanty lown covers an area of 171 hectares and can "be 
d i v i d e d i n t o two sub-areas The southern r e s i d e n t i a l area l i e s 
t o the south of the Ring Road and i s "bigger than the northern 
r e s i d e n t i a l area I t contains about 90 per cent of the Snanty 
Town dwell i n g s , and i s e x c l u s i v e l y a l l o c a t e d f o r r e s i d e n t i a l 
use The northern s e c t i o n of the Shanty Town has more commer­
c i a l use and contains the Shanty Town's market More than one 
hundred s t a l l s s e l l i n g various kinus of f o o d s t u f f s , vegetables, 
c l o t h e s , t r a n s i s t o r r a d i o s , k i t c h e n u t e n s i l s , l i v e animals, 
etc can be found The market provides a l l requirements of 
the Shanty Town's i n h a b i t a n t s Apart from t h i s commercial use 
of the northern s e c t i o n of the Shanty Town, i t f u n c t i o n s also 
as a r e s i d e n t i a l area f o r about 10 per cent of the t o t a l number 
of the p o p u l a t i o n of t h i s area The average annual income of 
the i n d i v i d u a l m the Shanty Town i s £L 120-/+79, the lowest 
income group i n T r i p o l i ^ <~ l) 

The i n d u s t r i a l uses w i t h i n the outer zone can be d i v i d e d 
i n t o three i n d u s t r i a l areas 
1 S i d i Mesri and Bab Ben Gashir i n d u s t r i a l area i s l o c a t e d 

t o the south of T r i p o l i Most of the i n d u s t r i a l f i r m s are 
ol d and were established d u r i n g the I t a l i a n occupation, 
others emerged since 1956 The area has 13 i n d u s t r i a l 
f i r m s , mostly b r i c k i n d u s t r i a l f a c t o r i e s and food 
processing f a c t o r i e s 
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2 The Suani Road i n d u s t r i a l area i s the most important and 
the l a r g e s t A l l the 30 i n d u s t r i a l f i r m s m t h i s area 
were established since 1956 , and engage i n various kinds 
of i n d u s t r i a l a c t i v i t i e s such as a g r i c u l t u r a l and food 
processing, p a i n t and match manufacture and engineering 

3 The Gurgi i n d u s t r i a l area i s l o c a t e d t o the west of the 
w a d i Mejemn I t l i e s to the n o r t h of the previous one 
and has only eight i n d u s t r i a l f i r m s 

The outer zone comprises also various governmental and 
semi-public "buildings The Mn l / t s t r y of A g r i c u l t u r e , f o r 
instance, i s l o c a t e d at S i d i Llesn, i t i s the only m i n i s t r y 
m the zone The Central P r i s o n l i e s i n Bab Ben Gashir area 
and another government p r i s o n i s s i t u a t e d w i t h i n Gargaresh 
quarter near the Mental H o s p i t a l A t r a i n i n g centre f o r 
P o l i c e Force i s l o c a t e d i n Gurgi The Sports Town i s the most 
important p u b l i c area, i t i s located t o the western p a r t of 
the Shara e l Garbi quarter m Gurgi area, and occupies an area 
of 1+00 hectares Construction of t h i s town began m 1966 and 
i t i s expected t o be completed i n 1970 , and i t s cost i s 
estimated t o be more than £L 10 m i l l i o n s 

The wholesale municipal market i s owned by the Municipa­
l i t y of T r i p o l i and covers an area of 200 hectares The market 
i s s i t e d t o the east of the 'adi Mejenin (see Chapter k) 

I t can be seen t h a t the outer zone has fewer governmental 
and p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s than the middle zone This i s so because 
of i t s distance from the middle zone and the inadequacy of 
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p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t 
Moreover, the outer zone contains two a g r i c u l t u r a l b e l t s 

The f i r s t i s s i t u a t e d m the Gurgi area, i n c l u d i n g a l l the 
e x - I t a l i a n and Libyan farms Tne second comprises the western 
p a r t of Gargaresh Here the a g r i c u l t u r a l land consists gener­
a l l y of small Arab farms The average s i / e f o r holdings does 
not exceed one hectare The land i s s t i l l being c u l t i v a t e d 
and i r r i g a t e d by t r a d i t i o n a l means of i r r i g a t i o n 

Open spaces occupy extensive areas w i t h i n the eastern and 
western p a r t s of the outer zone A high p r o o o r t i o n of open 
spaces w i t h i n the western p a r t are owned by the p r i v a t e sector, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y by land speculators who buy the land f o r p r i v a t e 
use or f o r f u t u r e sale The eastern p a r t of the outer zone, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y near the Shanty Town and the Wadi Mejenin i s 
owned by the Government and the M u n i c i p a l i t y of T r i p o l i 

Recreational areas are located along the western co a s t a l 
zone between the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t and the western 
boundary of the outer zone They include s i x beaches (one f o r 
the Libyan Army, two municipal, one Governmental and two 
p r i v a t e ) The n a t u r a l sandy coast i s the key f a c t o r f o r the 
existence of such f a c i l i t i e s along the v/estern coast Only 
one beach was developed by the I t a l i a n A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , the 
re s t were developed since 1951 These beaches f u n c t i o n only 
during the summer season (June-September) They serve the 
e n t i r e Libyan p o p u l a t i o n and f o r e i g n communities They are 
becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y popular, p a r t i c u l a r l y among young adults 



Conclusion 
I t can "be seen t h a t the land uses of T r i p o l i vary con­

s i d e r a b l y w i t h i n the urban zones This i s r e l a t e d t o the 
h i s t o r i c a l e v o l u t i o n of the s i t e of the c i t y , the impact of 
the I t a l i a n c o l o n i z a t i o n , and f i n a l l y t o the recent urban 
development which enlarged the b u i l t - u p area The urban zones 
f u n c t i o n d i f f e r e n t l y and each urban zone has s p e c i a l land use 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s and f u n c t i o n s Although the urban land uses 
are the most dominant i n the c i t y , a g r i c u l t u r a l land use i s 
s t i l l important I n other words, the urban land uses are 
s t i l l changing and developing at the expense of a g r i c u l t u r a l 
land use 
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CHAPTEP IX 

CITY PLANNING AND MUNICIPAL PROGRAMMES 

C i t y planning and municipal programmes are of v i t a l 
importance to the urban development of T r i p o l i Formal c i t y 
planning began during the I t a l i a n occupation and the munici­
p a l i t y began i t s development programmes m -1 963 I n order to 
understand the present day c i t y Planning, i t i s u s e f u l t o 
examine t h i s process since 1911 The impact of the I t a l i a n 
c o l o n i z a t i o n was marked on the new c i t y and p a r t i c u l a r l y on 
the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t , f o r i t changed the land use 
of the Menshia area from a g r i c u l t u r a l land interspersed w i t h 
a few urban c l u s t e r s to a completely b u i l t - u p urban area 
Independence of the country i n 1951 and l a t e r socio-economic 
forces have also g r e a t l y i n f l u e n c e d the urban growth of the 
c i t y A general p i c t u r e of the c i t y planning c a r r i e d out by 
the I t a l i a n a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i s indispensable f o r understanding 
contemporary and f u t u r e c i t y planning I t i s also necessary 
t o examine the impact of the municipal programmes on. c i t y 
development as w e l l as the major problems f a c i n g the c i t y ' s 
f u t u r e such as the problems of o v e r s p i l l p o p u l a t i o n , the Shanty 
Town, s t r e e t planning and urban f a c i l i t i e s 
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9 1 EARLY TURKISH MEDIAEVAL PLANTING 
T r i p o l i had no master plan of any k i n d before 1911 The 

Turkish A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ( 1551 -1911 ) l e f t the b u i l t - u p area t o 
expand w i t h i n the Old Town of T r i p o l i w i t h o u t proper planning 
Also the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n d i d not supervise the planning of 
Menshia's quarters Both the urban developments of tne Old 
Town and Menshia were based e n t i r e l y on a mediaeval plan which 
i s exemplified m the narrow t w i s t i n g s t r e e t s of today I n 
a d d i t i o n , the layout of b u i l d i n g s was i ot homogeneous, and 
comprised both Arab and Turkish designs Apart from tnese, 
urban amenities were absent w i t h i n the r e s i d e n t i a l areas 
9 2 ITALIAN CITY PLANNING 

\/hen the I t a l i a n s occupied Libya i n 1 9 1 1 , they found 
T r i p o l i c i t y w i t hout a master plan r e g u l a t i n g i t s urban develop 
ment They concentrated t h e i r planning only on the Menshia 
area Here the I t a l i a n s demolished a l l p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s m 
the Shara I s t i q l a l , Mizran and other s t r e e t s and c o n f i s c a t e d 
a l l the a g r i c u l t u r a l lands surrounding the inner zone of the 
c i t y , r e p l a c i n g them by m u l t i - s t o r e y b u i l d i n g s designed accord­
ing t o the c i t y master p l a n As a r e s u l t , a new modern sector 
emerged, occupying the whole c e n t r a l zone which now covers the 
c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t (see Chapter 3 ) The I t a l i a n s based 
t h e i r c i t y planning on a g r i d plan which expanded southwards 
i n a s e m i - c i r c u l a r development They only l e f t two Arab 
r e s i d e n t i a l areas - namely Mizran and B e l k h e i r quarters -
without planning This was probably due t o p o l i t i c a l r a t h e r 



336 

than t e c h n i c a l reasons These two quarters now l i e w i t h i n 
the c e n t r a l "business d i s t r i c t 

The I t a l i a n s aimed by t h e i r c i t y -olannmg t o create a new 
c o l o n i a l c i t y i n Libya competing w i t h French c o l o n i a l c i t i e s 
m North A f r i c a , l i k e Tunis, Bone, A l g i e r s , Oran and Casablanca 
They also intended to a t t r a c t more I t a l i a n s such as s k i l l e d 
workers, t e c h n i c i a n s , doctors, engineers and businessmen to 
migrate t o T r i p o l i The I t a l i a n s succeeded i n t h e i r p o l i c y 
and d i d tremendous work on the c i t y p l a n concerning themselves 
not only w i t h the layout of b u i l d i n g s , s t r e e t s , roads, urban 
amenities (sewerage system, piped water, gas and e l e c t r i c i t y ) , 
but also w i t h r e c r e a t i o n a l areas along the sea-shore I n 
s h o r t , the I t a l i a n s created a new c o l o n i a l c i t y i n Libya based 
e n t i r e l y on modern Furopean planning ideas 
I t a l i a n Master Plan 

I n 193U, the I t a l i a n A d m i n i s t r a t i o n produced a master p l a n 
f o r T r i p o l i I t s aim was to r e g u l a t e the c i t y ' s f u t u r e urban 
development on the basis of "zoning " A c c o r d i r g l y , the c i t y 
was c l a s s i f i e d i n t o the f o l l o w i n g major zones v ' 

1 F u l t i - s t o r e y b u i l d i n g s - " P a l a z z i " 
2 T r a d i t i o n a l houses - "Case I n d i g i n i " 
3 V i l l a s - " V i l l m e " 
k L i g h t i n d u s t r i e s - " m d u s t r i a l i " 

This c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of T r i p o l i i n t o zones was based on 
c o l o n i a l planning ideas which aimed t o segregate the mdigeneous 
i n h a b i t a n t s w i t h i n the area of t r a d i t i o n a l houses, w h i l e the 



337 

m u l t i - s t o r e y "buildings and v i l l a zones were reserved e n t i r e l y 
f o r the I t a l i a n p o p u l a t i o n The l i g h t i n d u s t r i e s zone was 
d i v i d e d i n t o three sub-areas w i t h i n the present c e n t i a l 
"business d i s t r i c t and the Middle Zone 

The I t a l i a n s d i d not p l a n f o r the f u t u r e of the o l d Arab 
r e s i d e n t i a l areas of Mizran, B e l k h e i r and Dahra quarters which 
i n t e r r u p t e d the extension of the modern T r i p o l i sector They 
also l e f t the o l d Arab ana Jewish cemeteries w i t h i n the c e n t r a l 
business d i s t r i c t w ithout attempting t o remove them to other 
p a r t s of the c i t y ( P l a t e 9 1 ) 

However, the I t a l i a n s succeeded i n r e g u l a t i n g the height 
and layout of m u ] t i - s t o r e y b u i l d i n g s , and also developed f i v e 
r e s i d e n t i a l areas on the I t a l i a ^ s t y l e These areas are now 
l o c a t e d w i t h i n the middle zone, l e Dahra, "Case Popolare" 
and " C i t t a Giardmo 1' and Shara e l Shatt Three of these were 
reserved f o r I t a l i a n s e t t l e r s and Shara e l Shatt r e s i d e n t i a l 
quarter was reserved f o r h i g h I t a l i a n o f f i c i a l s (Army and 
c i v i l servants) The c r e a t i o n of " C i t t a g i a r d m o " or garden 
c i t y was i n s p i r e d by the idea of garden c i t i e s as propounded 
by Bbenezer Howard Therefore T r i p o l i experienced f o r the 
f i r s t time the emergence of the garden c i t y The chosen s i t e 
f o r t h i s now occupies the n o r t h e r n p a r t of the Shara Ben 
Ashur quarter Owing to the encouragement given by the I t a l i a n 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n t o the p r i v a t e sector, many I t a l i a n s b u i l t 
v i l l a s f o r e i t h e r p r i v a t e use or f o r r e n t i n g t o h i g h I t a l i a n 
o f f i c i a l s 
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P l a t e 9.1 Western p a r t of the c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t . 
Note the l o c a t i o n of the Arab cemeteries to the s o u t h . 
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The I t a l i a n s d i d not provide plans f o r the outer zone but 
l e f t i t f o r a g r i c u l t u r a l use 

Generally speaking, I t a l i a n planning a f f e c t e d d r a s t i c a l l y 
the whole c e n t r a l ousiness d i s t r i c t and some pa r t s of the 
middle zone, "but l e f t the whole inner zone t o f u n c t i o n f o r the 
Arab po p u l a t i o n 
9 3 BRITISH ADMINISTRATION AND POST INDEPFNDETTCE PLAN 

With the comirg of the B r i t i s h A d m i n i s t r a t i o n of Libya m 

19^-3, T r i p o l i d i d not witness any urban development or planning 
programmes, owing t o the i n s t a b i l i t y of the p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n 
and o b s c u r i t y of the f u t u r e of the country 

Moreover, the M u n i c i p a l i t y of T r i p o l i d i d not s e r i o u s l y 
i n f l u e n c e the urban development of the c i t y u n t i l 1963 This 
was p r i m a r i l y r e l a t e d t o f i n a n c i a l reasons One consequence 
of t h i s can be seen i n the absence of the e s s e n t i a l urban 
amenities i n both the o l d and the new Arab r e s i d e n t i a l areas 
Further, the absence of a town planning department attached t o 
the M u n i c i p a l i t y (because of departure of the I t a l i a n town 
planners to I t a l y from 19U3 onwards) c o n t r i b u t e d enormously to 
the confusion i n some of the new r e s i d e n t i a l areas The Muni­
c i p a l i t y thus remained without a town planning department t o 
supervise the r e s i d e n t i a l growth which began m 1951 Thus 
many p r i v a t e b u i l d e r s erected t h e i r dwellings w i t h o u t the 
permission of the M u n i c i p a l i t y , a f a c t o r which r e s u l t e d m the 
poor layout of b u i l d i n g s , s t r e e t s and roads This confusion 
i n b u i l d i n g a c t i v i t i e s a f f e c t e d two r e s i d e n t i a l areas l o c a t e d 
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w i t h i n the outer zone - namely Ras Hassan i n the Shara Ben 
Ashur and Gott e l Shaal m Gargaresh (see P l a t e 3 1+) Apart 
from poor planning, these two r e s i d e n t i a l areas l a c k some of 
the basic urban f a c i l i t i e s 

I n 1958, the M u n i c i p a l i t y of T r i p o l i r e a l i z e d the danger 
of u n c o n t r o l l e d urban growth, i t I n v i t e d Professor 0 V a l l e 
from I t a l y t o l a y down a master plan f o r T r i p o l i , and he 
prepared t h i s plan a f t e r an extensive study of the o l d I t a l i a n 
master p l a n of ^^3U• together v/ith the new requirements needed 
f o r r e s i d e n t i a l and i n d u s t r i a l growth of the c i t y This plan 
was also oased on "zoning" wnich was c l a s s i f i e d as f o l l o w s 
( P i g 9 1 ) 

1 I l u l t i - s t o r e y b u i l d i n g s 
2 V i l l a s 
3 T r a d i t i o n a l Arab houses 
k Light i n d u s t r i e s 
5 Heavy i n d u s t r i e s 
6 Wholesale market and slaughter house 
7 Recreational areas and open spaces 

M u l t i - s t o r e y b u i l d i n g s are p e r m i t t e d t o expand southwards 
w i t h i n the middle zone, whereas the Gargaresh and Shara Ben 
Ashur quarters are a l l o c a t e d f o r the f u r t h e r expansion of the 
v i l l a zone The growth f o r the t r a d i t i o n a l houses could 
proceed w i t h i n the middle zone m order t o provide residences 
f o r the middle class and l i m i t e d income groups i n t o the middle 
and outer zones of the c i t y 
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L i g h t i n d u s t r i e s such as woodworking, s o f t d r i n k s , 
e l e c t r i c a l worksnops and other car services are allowed to 
expand v i t h m the north of the c e n t r a l "business d i s t r i c t , 
whereas mechanjcal workshops could he est a b l i s h e d w i t h i n the 
middle zone Heavy i n d u s t r i e s and other lar g e i n d u s t r i a l 
f i r m s should be s i t e d w i l h i n the i n d u s t r i a l area of Gurgi and 
along the Suani Road 

No mention has been made of the s i t e s of the Government 
b u i l d i n g s , r e c r e a t i o n a l areas and the f u t u r e of the a g r i c u l ­
t u r a l land use of T r i p o l i 

However, although Professor G Valle's master p l a n was 
based on the previous I t a l i a n master plan, i t gave the Muni­
c i p a l i t y of T r i p o l i thec$ticn.|io modify the plan according t o the 
new requirements of the c i t y developmert 

I i 1966 , the M i n i s t r y of Planning and Development agreed 
i n a p r e l i m i n a r y r e p o r t to a master p l a n f o r T r i p o l i and i t s 
m e t r o p o l i t a n area v ' Although tne re p o r t i s general and i s 
not based on l o t b y - l o t study, i t throws some l i g h t on the 
f u t u r e trends of the urban development of T r i p o l i ( F i g 9 5 ) 

ihe r e p o r t has also made several suggestions f o r the r e ­
development of the c e n t r a l business d i b t r i c t One of these 
suggestions i s re-development of the Arab r e s i d e n t i a l areas 
( B e l k h e i r and Hizran q u a r t e r s ) tfhich now occupy the middle 
and western parts of the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t Re­
development i s of v i t a l importance f o r the growth and expansion 
of the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t ( P i g 9 2) The existence of 
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such quarters w i t h t h e i r mediaeval p l a n mpedes the t r a f f i c 
flow "because of the narrowness of the s t r e e t s Apart from 
the "backward mediaeval plan, the dwellings are o l d and slums 
have s t a r t e d to emerge 

Other proposals have "been made f o r tne r e c r e a t i o n a l areas 
of T r i p o l i along the sea shore as w e l l as f o i the necessity 
f o r the existence ot parks and open spaces i n the r e s i d e n t i a l 
areas 
9 k THF FIRST MUNICIPAL PROGRAMME ( 1 9 6 3 - 6 7 ) 

I n 1963 , the M u n i c i p a l i t y of T r i p o l i s t a r t e d t o proceed 
w i t h a series of planning programmes m an attempt to c a r r y out 
i t s f i v e year p l a n ( 1 9 6 3 - 1 9 6 8 ) The reason was t o implement 
i t s e x i s t i n g master plan which was l a i d down "by Professor C 
V a l l e The M u n i c i p a l i t y wanted also to do something t o improve 
the urban f a c i l i t i e s w i t h i n the c i t y The f i r s t planning 
programme c a r r i e d out "by the M u n i c i p a l i t y was the "building of 
a new wholesale market to the east of the ^adi Mejemn away 
from the core of the c e n t r a l "business d i s t u c t This new 
market "Suk e l Tulatah" or Tuesday market replaced the o l d and 
t r a d i t i o n a l wholesale market which e x i s t e d to the n o r t h of the 
c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t The new wholesale market covers an 
area of 200 hectares and was designed by I t a l i a n a r c h i t e c t s 
and cost the M u n i c i p a l i t y more than £L 2,000,000 f o r i t s 
c o n s t i u c t i o n I t i s the l a r g e s t wholesale market m the 
country (see Chapter k) 

Moreover, the M u n i c i p a l i t y b u i l t i n 1968 another r e t a i l 
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market i n Dahra quarter w i t h more than 100 shops of various 
kinds such as greengroceries, "butchers, grocers, fishmongers, 
etc The new market serves the f i v e r e s i d e n t i a l quarters of 
Dahra, Shara e l Kebir, Zawiet e l Dahmani, Shara e l Shatt and 
Shara Ben Ashur, comprising 59 ,77U i n h a b i t a n t s i n 1961+ 

I n 1961+, the M u n i c i p a l i t y constructed ^00 rooms on the 
municipal beach These are reserved f o r i t s customers f o r 
£L 16 per month f o r a s i n g l e room 

Road c o n s t r u c t i o n also gained a great deal of a t t e n t i o n 
by the M u n i c i p a l i t y w h i c h b u i l t a s e r i e s of new roads i n Shara 
e l Zawia, Shara e l Bay and Gurgi areas, and widened a number 
of e x i s t i n g ones such as Mohammed A l l Essanussi, Shara ITasr 
and Shara T n q eS Sur 

A l l these various programmes cost the M u n i c i p a l i t y 
£L 6,0i|-8,013, i n c l u d i n g sums paid m compensation f o r o l d 
p r o p e r t i e s and land a c q u i s i t i o n 
Other Government Programmes 

The M i n i s t r y of Public Works has also p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the 
urban development of T r i p o l i Between ^^6k and 1968, i t spent 
£L 5,950,000 on a new sewerage system, and another £L 1,800,000 
on a Sewerage P u r i f i c a t i o n P r o j e c t i n the Hadba e l Khadra t o 
the south of T r i p o l i 

The aim of t h i s c o n t r i b u t i o n on the p a r t of the c e n t r a l 
Government had various aspects F i r s t , the Government wanted 
t o improve the c o n d i t i o n of the e x i s t i n g sewers which were 
constructed during the I t a l i a n r u l e Secondly, the M i n i s t r y 
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constructed new sewers i n the new r e s i d e n t i a l areas T h i r d l y , 
i t wanted t o keep the sea water f r e e from p o l l u t i o n F i n a l l y , 
sewerage water could he p u r i f i e d by the Sewerage P u r i f i c a t i o n 
1 orks and u t i l i z e d f o r a g r i c u l t u r a l purposes, where about 
10,000 hectares could be i r r i g a t e d f o r summer and w i n t e r crops 
9 5 THL SECOND FI^E YEAR PROGRAMME 

The second f i v e year programme (1968-1972) which i s being 
c a r r i e d out by the M u n i c i p a l i t y of T r i p o l i i s more ambitious 
than the previous municipal programme The ob j e c t i v e s of the 
present f i v e year p l a n are the completion of the previous one 
a id c r e a t i o n of more urban f a c i l i t i e s w i t h i n the c i t y i h i s 
arises from the ra p i d growth of r e s i d e n t i a l areas, the i n c r e a s ­
ing number of ve h i c l e s and the improvement of the standard of 
l i v i n g P o l i t i c a l r i v a l r y between Benghazi and T r i p o l i i s 
also s i g n i f i c a n t 

Therefore the M u n i c i p a l i t y wanted t o e l i m i n a t e a l l urban 
backwardness m some p a r t s of the c i t y , and t o create b e t t e r 
urban conditions w i t h i n these parts so t h a t the l o c a l a u t n o r i t y 
v i l l not be embarrassed by poor urban f a c i l i t i e s compared w i t h 
N o r t h w e s t A f i lean c i t i e s such as Tunis, A l g i e r s and Casablanca 

Further, the success achieved by the M u n i c i p a l i t y i n 
implementing i t s f i v e year programne has encouraged i t t o 
attempt t o c a r r y out t h i s new f i v e year p l a n , which w i l l cost 
the M u n i c i p a l i t y more than £L 20 m i l l i o n s (an average of £L k 
m i l l i o n s per annum) Tne programme includes 30 schemes, varying 

from the c o n s t r u c t i o n of roads, s t r e e t s , sub-ways and the 
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improvement of the present i n t e r s e c t i o n s t o other c i v i c 
schemes (Appendix V Table 1 ) The expenditure needed f o r the 
plan w i l l he subsidized by the Central Libyan Government since 
without such f i n a n c i a l help, i t /oula be extremely d i f f i c u l t t o 
f i n d such an amount of money from l i s own revenues 

Nine c i t y quarters w i l l be a f f e c t e d b^ the second municipal 
f i v e year programme, s i x of those are located w i t h i n the middle 
zone and the r e s t l i e w i t h i n the outer zone Tne implementation 
of s ich a programme w i l l cost the m u n i c i p a l i t y £L 8,721 ,000 

The re-development w i l l concentrate on replanning bhe s t r e e t s 
of the r e s i d e n t i a l areas, m a i n t a i n i n g the e x i s t i n g ones and 
p r o v i d i n g urban f a c i l i t i e s and amenities f o r each r e s i d e n t i a l 
area This i s necessary because of e x i s t i n g c o n d i t i o n s of 
these r e s i d e n t i a l areas m terms of poor s t r e e t planning and 
la c k of well-maintained p u b l i c f a c i l i t i e s , a l l needing s p e c i a l 
re-development and general c o - o r d i n a t i o n 

About SL 2,1+90,000 have been a l l o c a t e d f o r the development 
of the main i n t e r s e c t i o n s of T r i p o l i such as A z i z i a Gate, Ben 
Gashir Gate and Gargaresh Gate I t i s intended t o improve the 
t r a f f i c flow through these gates p a r t i c u l a r l y during rush hours 
( F i g 9 3) 

Another >L 250,000 w i l l be spent on the c o n s t r u c t i o n of 
sub-ways w i t h i n the main s t r e e t s of I r i p o l i p a r t i c u l a r l y i n 
the Shara Omar e l Mukhtar and Shara e l Rasnid, where heavy 
ped e s t r i a n t r a f f i c i s found This w i l l help t o r e l i e v e the 
t r a f f i c jams and hold-ups w i t h i n the busiest s t r e e t s of T r i p o l i 
c i t y 
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Pour of the municipal p r o j e c t s are Intended f o r recrea­
t i o n a l purposes, f o r which about £L 3*110,000 have been 
a l l o c a t e d The M u n i c i p a l i t y w i l l create a r e c r e a t i o n a l zone 
along the sea coast between the M i n i s t r y of I n d u s t r y and the 
c i t y ' s eastern boundary A sea w a l l i s t o be erected along 
the coast together w i t h a promenade and a boulevard The 
second p r o j e c t i s s i m i l a r t o the previous one I t i s intended 
to e s t a b l i s h a r e c r e a t i o n a l area between the E l e c t r i c i t y 
S t a t i o n and the M i l i t a r y beach The t h i r d p r o j e c t i s the 
c r e a t i o n of a p u b l i c park near the Gargaresh Gate on two 
hectares of municipal land The f o u r t h p r o j e c t intends t o 
e s t a b l i s h a zoo to the south of T r i p o l i on an area of 100 
hectares 
Other programmes 

These w i l l i n c lude the p r o v i s i o n of various urban f a c i ­
l i t i e s such as a sewerage system and s t r e e t l i g h t i n g , as v/e l l 
as f o r general maintenance of the Old Town 

Apart from the above-mentioned programmes, the Munici­
p a l i t y of T r i p o l i i s to redevelop two municipal h o t e l s (Del 
Mehan and Grand H o t e l ) i n an attempt t o solve the accommoda­
t i o n problem f a c i n g t o u r i s t s and f o r e i g n v i s i t o r s during t h e i r 
s tay i n T r i p o l i 

A l l these municipal p r o j e c t s w i l l create b e t t e r urban 
f a c i l i t i e s w i t h i n the r e s i d e n t i a l areas of T r i p o l i T r a f f i c 
problems w i l l be solved or reduced b y new roads, b y maintaining 
the e x i s t i n g ones, and b y the improvement of the mam i n t e r -
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sections Construction of sub-ways w i l l be of great help t o 
pedestrians P r o j e c t s r e l a t e d t o the c r e a t i o n of r e c r e a t i o n a l 
areas along the sea coast w i l l make the c i t y and i t s harbour 
more a t t r a c t i v e 

9 6 SOME PROBLEMS FACING FUTUPE CITY PLANNING 
Although the f i r s t municipal f i v e year progiamme h e l p e d 

tremendously t o improve the c i t y ' s p h y s i c a l environment, and 
although the second f i v e year p l a n w i l l create b e t t e i urban 
f a c i l i t i e s and various amenities w i t h i n T r i p o l i , there are 
s t i l l other problems which demand s o l u t i o n s These planning 
problems w i l l be examined by the w r i t e r so t h a t the Mun i c i ­
p a l i t y of T r i p o l i w i l l be aware of them 
1 Height and layout of b u i l d i n g s 

I n order t o reg u l a t e the height and layout of b u i l d i n g s , 
the c i t y ' s l o c a l a u t h o r i t y should a lopt more p r a c t i c a l measures 
r e l a t m 0 t o t r e l a y o u t and height of such b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n the 
c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t , middle and outer zones The c e n t r a l 
business d i s t r i c t , f o r instance, should have more than f i v e 
s torey blocks ( t h e maximum which are allowed) t o save land 
There are so many o l d b u i l d i n g s and t r a d i t i o n a l houses which 
con s i s t of one stor e y and these could be replaced by t a l l 
b u i l d i n g s These proposed new b u i l d i n g s could accommodate 
more shops and o f f i c e s 

Permission should be granted f o r p r i v a t e developers to 
erect more than f i v e storey b u i l d i n g s m the northern p a r t of 
the middle zone so as t o make i t easy f o r the c e n t r a l business 
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d i s t r i c t t o encroach southwards The same permission should 
"be given m Arab r e s i d e n t i a l quarters t o erect t a l l b u i l d i n g s 
w i t h i n the commercial areas of these quarters 

I n s h o r t , new r e g u l a t i o n s concerning h e i g h t and layout 
should be introduced to encourage e r e c t i o n of t a l l b u i l d i n g s 
i r any s u i t a b l e s i t e s f o r commercial or r e s i d e n t i a l uses 
2 S t r e e t planning and t r a f f i c problems 

Streets and roads should be replanned again m order t o 
cope w i t h the i n c r e a s i n g number of cars and v e h i c l e s Most of 
the s t r e e t s are narrov/ and o l d and were o r i g i n a l l y a g r i c u l t u r a l 
routes The recent urban growth of the r e s i d e n t i a l areas d i d 
not b r i n g about a modern developnent m s t r e e t and road planning 
This i s e x e mplified m most of the Arab r e s i d e n t i a l areas such 
as Shara e l Kebir, Shara e l Zawia etc Here the s t r e e t s are 
narrow (1+ metres wide), unasphalted, and inconvenient f o r 
modern t r a f f i c Apart from absence of planning, the untarred 
and unsurfaced roads impede a l l modern means of t r a n s p o r t , not 
to mention the dust and d i r t which causes i r r i t a t i o n t o 
pedestrians 

The e x i s t i n g s t r e e t p a t t e r n of T r i p o l i should be organized 
m order to make the t r a f f i c system f u n c t i o n more p r o p e r l y I n 
other words, both the Ring Road, Shara Mohammed A l l Essanussi 
and Shara A/yi Nasr roads should c o n t r i b u t e more e f f e c t i v e l y t o 
reducing the heavy pressure exerted on the c e n t r a l business 
d i s t r i c t which has become congested w i t h t r a f f i c generated 
to the west of T r i p o l i Other roads connecting the c e n t r a l 



business d i s t r i c t w i t h the middle and outer zones r e q u i r e 
re-development Ihe e x i s t i n g main roads are by no means 
adequate t o cope w i t h the heavy t r a f f i c e n t e r i n g the c i t y 
f o r shopping or entertainment 

Other e x i s t i n g s t r e e t s located w i t h i n the c e n t r a l business 
d i s t r i c t need a c a r e f u l and comprehensive study i n order to 
enable the l o c a l a u t h o r i t y to r e g u l a t e the t r a f f i c generation 
ana f l o w iiore e f f e c t i v e measures must also be undertaken t o 
reduce the number of p r i m i t i v e mean° of t r a n s p o r t and t o 
r e g ulate these to f u n c t i o n more p i o p e r l y w i t h i n the c e n t r a l 
business d i s t r i c t 

Other l o c a l s t r e e t s are also i n need of r e g u l a t i o n and 
connection w i t h the mam s t r e e t s so t h a t the r e s i d e n t i a l areas 
can have a s a t i s f a c t o r y t r a f f i c system 

The e x i s t i n g p arking places are inadequate e s p e c i a l l y 
during working hours This i s due p a r t l y t o the narrowness of 
the major s t r e e t s and t h e i r poor planning, and p a r t l y t o the 
i n c r e a s i n g number of vehicles w i t h i n the c i t y Parking places 
should be provided throughout the c e n t r a l busn^ess d i s t r i c t 
3 Slum clearance and urban renewal 

There are so many r e s i d e n t i a l quarters which have begun 
to e x h i b i t a slum appearance, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n p a r ts of the Old 
Town Others can be found m the o l d r e s i d e n t i a l areas of 
Mizran, B e l k h e i r , Dahra, Shara e l Zawia and Shara e l Bay ( P l a t e 
9 1) A l l dwellings which are found w i t n i n these quarters are 
passing through a phase of d e t e r i o r a t i o n and dampness, becoming 
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g e n e r a l l y unsuitable f o r h a b i t a t i o n ( F i g 9 2) Some of these 
houses, p a r t i c u l a r l y those i n the Old Town are s t r u c t u r a l l y 
very veak and need re-development (see Chapter 6) 

The l o c a l a u t h o r i t y should examine a l l these o l d dwellings 
and adopt a p r a c t i c a l p o l i c y towards slum clearance Some of 
these dwellings are more than two hundred years o l d and they 
are becoming u n f i t f o r human hal i t a t i o n The l o c a l a u t h o r i t y 
i s aware of the general c o n d i t i o n of these d w e l l i n g s , but they 
f e e l they cannot do anything about them because they are 
p r i v a t e l y owned 
L\. O v e r s p i l l p o p u l a t i o n 

There are more than 30,000 people l i v i n g ±n the Shanty 
To^n and other shanty areas w i t h i n T r i p o l i ilore than 10,000 
housebolds are regarded as o v e r s p i l l p o p u l a t i o n , since they 
have no proper accommodation Therefore the l o c a l a u t h o i i t y 
should provide decent accommodation outside the c i t y boundary 
i n the Hadba e l Khadra where the f i r s t stage of I d n s Housing 
Scheme i s under c o n s t r u c t i o n Thus there i s an urgent need t o 
rehouse tne o v e r s p i l l p o p u l a t i o n of T r i p o l i i n order t o solve 
the problem of the Shanty Town, otherwise the number of the 
o v e r s p i l l p o p u l a t i o n w i l l increase i n the next ten years and 
Y / i l l create a serious s o c i a l and economic problem f o r the c i t y 
I t i s p ossible t h a t under these c o n d i t i o n s the o v e r s p i l l 
p o p u l a t i o n of the Shanty Town and other slum areas v i l l increase 
unemployment and the tendency to delinquency and crime 

Therefore a f u l l survey of the o v e r s p i l l p o p u l a t i o n i s of 
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v i t a l importance m order t o d e l i n e a t e the problem This i s 
necessary f o r o v e r s p i l l p o p u l a t i o n who are l i v i n g i n the Shanty 
Town as w e l l as i n the congested r e s i d e n t i a l areas of the Old 
Town and other Arab quarters 
5 Need f o r reducing the housing d e n s i t i e s 

Housing den s i t y per hectare i s r e l a t i v e l y high p a r t i c u l a r l y 
w i t h i n the r e s i d e n t i a l areas of the Old Town, B e l k h e i r , Mizran, 
Shara e l Zawia quarters and Ras Hassan area Here more than 
one hundred houses are l o c a t e d \ i t h i n one hectare w i t h l i t t l e 
or no p r o v i s i o n f o r open spaces, wide s t r e e t s , and p a r k i n g 
places The M u n i c i p a l i t y of T r i p o l i snould enact r e g u l a t i o n s 
r e s t r i c t i n g the number of houses t o be erected v i t h m a 
p a r t i c u l a r hectare so t h a t open spaces and v i d e s t r e e t s as 
w e l l as urban f a c i l i t i e s can be es t a b l i s h e d 

6 Recreational areas 
A green b e l t should be created w i t h i n the southern p a r t 

of T r i p o l i along the whole Wadi Mejenin course A p a r t of 
t h i s green b e l t was created by the I t a l i a n s , and now occupies 
an area of 200 hectares This could be extended along the 
whole Wadi course m order t o create an a f f o r e s t e d b e l t i n an 
attempt t o p r o t e c t the b u i l t - u p area from the wadi floods and 
the G h i b l i v/mds which c a r r y a great amount of sand Further, 
the green b e l t <sould provide a r e c r e a t i o n a l area f o r the 
p o p u l a t i o n of the c i t y An extensive a f f o r e s t a t i o n w i t h i n the 
south of T r i p o l i i s of great importance as a green b e l t and 
p r o t e c t i o n f o r T r i p o l i against mobile sands 
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Public parks xn every r e s i d e n t i a l quarter should "be 
developed i n order t o provide r e c r e a t i o n a l areas f o r the 
i n h a b i t a n t s At the present there are only s i r p u b l i c parks, 
three of which are located along the sea coast, tfith another 
two w i t h i n the c e n t r a l "business d i s t r i c t There i s a need 
f o r at l e a s t one p u b l i c park m every r e s i d e n t i a l area 

The sea-side areas along the coast of T r i p o l i should be 
reserved f o r p u b l i c parks The I t a l i a n s d i d marvellous things 
f o r T r i p o l i by c r e a t i n g p u b l i c parks along the sea coast from 
the Spanish mole t o the Karamanli mole These p u b l i c parks 
and green b e l t s should be continued from the Karamanli mole 
to the eastern boundary Another green b e l t w i t n p u b l i c parks 
could be created along the sea-side between the Spanish mole 
and the western boundary w i t h some allowance f o r beaches 

I n s h o r t , the c r e a t i o n of such a green b e l t w i t h parks 
w i l l b e a u t i f y T r i p o l i ' s sea coast, as w e l l as enable the 
p o p u l a t i o n of the c i t y t o enjoy f r e s n a i r , sunshine and the 
panorama of the sea 
7 Embankment of the Wadi Menenin 

The erabaniment of the i/adi course t o the south of T r i p o l i 
and Gurgi area i s of c r u c i a l importance f o r the p r o t e c t i o n of 
the b u i l t - u p area from the floods of the wadi, p a r t i c u l a r l y 
during years of high r a m t a l l For example, m 1 9U6, 1958, 
1962 and 1966, the f l o o d water of the wadi submerged a l l 
nearby dwellings of the Ben G-ashir and Shanty Town (see Chapter 
1) Damage was also reported f o r other n o n - r e s i d e n t i a l 



352 

b u i l d i n g s Moreover, the wadi, m many cases, destroyed 
the bridges of the Suani Road and G-argaresh Gate 

The l o c a l a u t h o r i t y should t h e r e f o r e take the necessary 
measures t o p r o t e c t the b u i l t - u p area of T r i p o l i and the Shanty 
Town as w e l l as the a g r i c u l t u r a l lands near the wadi banks 
from f l o o d i n g s 
8 I n d u s t r i a l s i t e s 

S u i t a b l e s i t e s f o r i n d u s t r i a l f i r m s should be a l l o c a t e d 
w i t h i n the outer zone of T r i p o l i along the Suani Road Here 
the i n d u s t r i a l zone i s away from the r e s i d e n t i a l areas and has 
access t o the middle anu c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t Therefore 
the l o c a l a u t h o r i t y should r o t allow any i n d u s t r i a l f i r m to be 
estab l i s h e d e i t h e r w i t h i n the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t or m 
the middle zone The exception should exclude only the e x i s t ­
i n g s i t e s of mechanical and wood workshops which could be 
allowed to remain w i t h i n the middle zone i n p a r t i c u l a r s i t e s 

Other areas i n the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t , which are 
now occupied by i n d u s t r i a l f i r m s such as t e x t i l e and b r i c k 
f a c t o r i e s , should be removed so t h a t the c e n t r a l business 
d i s t r i c t i s only a l l o c a t e d t o f u n c t i o n f o r commercial and 
business a c t i v i t i e s Some o l d i n d u s t r i a l s i t e s should also be 
removed p a r t i c u l a r l v those s i t u a t e d w i t h i n the middle zone such 
as o l i v e o i l and paper i n d u s t r i e s near the Gargaresh and Ben 
Gashir Gates 
9 O i l companies' r e s e r v o i r s and garages 

The two larg e areas l o c a t e d w i t h i n the middle zone i n the 
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Shara e l Kebir and occupied "by petroleum r e s e r v o i r s should "be 
removed from t h e i r present s i t e s away from the r e s i d e n t i a l areas 
The reason f o r t h i s i s the f a c t t h a t the l o c a t i o n s of such 
r e s e r v o i r s v / i t h m the middle zone endanger the r e s i d e n t i a l areas 
i n case of f i r e S i m i l a r l y , there are numerous garages f o r 
trucks located along Mohammed A l l Essanussi road, and these 
should also be removed from the r e s i d e n t i a l areab and r e s i t e d 
w i t h i n the outer zone The l o c a t i o n of such garages creates 
inconvenience t o tne nearby residents The l o c a l a u t h o r i t y 
should t h e r e f o r e take appropriate neasures t o remove these 
garages, the s i t e s of which could he t r a n s f e r r e d t o r e s i d e n t i a l 
or r e c r e a t i o n a l uses 
10 Commercial areas 

Commercial s i t e s which are l o c a t e d w i t h i n the Arab r e s i ­
d e n t i a l areas should be re-organized i n order t o f u n c t i o n 
e f f i c i e n t l y and cope w i t h tne i n c r e a s i n g commercial a c t i v i t i e s 
of the shopping centre The e x i s t i n g s i t u a t i o n i s e x e m p l i f i e d 
i n the numerous f o o d s t u f f shops which are over the a c t u a l needs 
of the r e s i d e n t i a l areas Other 1 mds of shops should be 
allowed i n order t o create small shopping centres c a t e r i n g f o r 
the population's d a i l y iequirements I n others, the Munici­
p a l i t y of T r i p o l i should take proper measures which r e s t r i c t 
i s s u i n g commercial licences w i t h i n the r e s i d e n t i a l areas t a k i n g 
i n t o account v a r i a t i o n of shops of d i f f e r e n t kinds of r e t a i l 
trade 
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11 Government "buildings and m i l i t a r y "barracks 
Government "buildings and o f f i c e s l o cated w i t h i n the 

commercial s t r e e t s should "be removed t o more s u i t a b l e s i t e s 
w i t h i n the middle zone away from noise and heavy t r a f f i c The 
T r i p o l i I n t e r n a t i o n a l F a i r could "be renoved t o a l a r g e r s i t e 
v/ithm the outer zone t o allow f o r f u r t h e r expansion I t s 
present l o c a t i o n i s u nsuitable being s i t e d near the core of 
the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t , and i t s f l o o r area i s i n s u f f i ­
c i e n t f o r f u r t h e r commercial expansion 

The m i l i t a r y barracks l o c a t e d w i t h i n the middle zone near 
Bab A z i z i a Gate i n the Shara e l Srim quarter are by no means 
i n s u i t a b l e s i t e s The present barracks could be converted 
t o other f u n c t i o n s sucn as a school or h o s p i t a l which could 
provide more needed services 
12 A g r i c u l t u r a l lands 

Some Arab farms and gardens which are located w i t h i n the 
eastern and south-eastern p a r t s of T r i p o l i , should be conserved 
i n order t o supply the c i t y w i t h i t s requirements of green 
vegetables and f r u i t s The recent urban growth w i t h i n the c i t y 
has absorbed a h i g h p r o p o r t i o n of these gardens and Arab farms 
The remaining c u l t i v a t e d land must be conserved f o r a g r i c u l ­
t u r a l use The l o c a l a u t h o r i t y should be aware of i n c r e a s i n g 
pressures upon the owners of these farms from speculators \ ho 
take a keen i n t e r e s t m buying and s e l l i n g land The less 
a g r i c u l t u r a l l y p r o d u c t i v e land or open spaces could be developed 
f o r urban use S t r i c t and tough measures should be undertaken 
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by the l o c a l a u t h o r i t y towards enactment of an e f f e c t i v e 
p o l i c y of conservation of c u l t i v a t e d land ( P l a t e 9 2) 

I n s h o r t , the importance of these farms f o r the c i t y i s 
not only due to t h e i r economic use, but also because they help 
to preserve a green b e l t around the b u i l t - u p areas of T r i p o l i 
13 Port of T r i p o l i 

During recent years shipping i n the Port of T r i p o l i has 
increased enormously owing t o the increase i n commercial and 
i n d u s t r i a l a c t i v i t i e s of the c i t y The p o r t i s subject t o 
heavy pressures of unloading goods f o r the o i l companies as 
wel] as f o r m i l i t a r y equipment I t has become d i f f i c u l t under 
present c o n d i t i o n s f o r the p o r t to cope w i t h the inc r e a s i n g 
volumes of goods (see Chapter 5) Thus, the f o r m u l a t i o n and 
establishment of an o v e r a l l p lan f o r expanding the p o r t f a c i ­
l i t i e s i s a matter of urgency I n view of the present con­
d i t i o n s of the p o r t , the M i n i s t r y of Planning and Development 
i s going t o undertake a series of planning schemes r e l a t e d 
t o the p o r t and i t s harbour so t h a t the p o r t can f u n c t i o n 
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y m the next twenty years or so m dealing w i t h 
the i n c r e a s i n g commercial cargo The urgent b u i l d i n g items 
proposed can be summarized as f o l l o w s 

(a) Enlarging at l e a s t two berths f o r a r e l a t i v e l y 
l a r g e depth of water 

( b ) Grain s i l o s 
( c ) Gold-storage i n s t a l l a t i o n 
( d ) Animal quarantine s t a t i o n 
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The long-term master p l a n i s shown i n F i g 9 k This p l a n 
w i l l include the f o l l o w i n g 
(1) Improving the e x i s t i n g general cargo f a c i l i t i e s of the 

Spanish mole w i t h other p r o v i s i o n s and f a c i l i t i e s f o r 
commercial and i n d u s t r i a l uses 

(2) Establishment of two general berths t o the south-east of 
tne haroour t o be used f o r car f e r r y berths and passenger 
b e r t h 

(3) Improving the c o n d i t i o n and i n s t a l l a t i o n s of the Kara-
manli mole t o the east of the harbour w i t h p r o v i s i o n 
of an o i l b e r t h , a b u l k cargoes b e r t h , a reserve o i l 
b e r t h , and an area a l l o c a t e d f o r g r a i n s i l o s , sacking 
s t a t i o n s etc 
A l l these schemes w i l l increase the p o r t ' s e f f i c i e n c y m 

coping w i t h the in c r e a s i n g number of commercial and i n d u s t r i a l 
goods imported from abroad 

Work on the above schemes has s t a r t e d i n 1967 and w i l l 
be completed i n 1971 ( F i g 9 k) The cost i s estimated at 
£L 7,000,000 ^ 
1k A need f o r master plan 

I t i s a b s o l u t e l y e s s e n t i a l f o r T r i p o l i t o have a recog­
nized master p l a n m order t o organize the e x i s t i n g p a t t e r n of 
land use as w e l l as t o d i r e c t the f u t u r e p a t t e r n of land uses 
w i t h i n the next twenty years This p l a n must cover every l o t 
and b u i l d i n g i n order to deteimme i t s present and f u t u r e 
f u n c t i o n s The p l a n must take i n t o account a l l considerations 
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concerning o v e r s p i l l p o p u l a t i o n , i n d u s t r i a l s i t e s , r e s i d e n t i a l 
areas, r e c r e a t i o n a l zones as w e l l as the c e n t r a l "business 
d i s t r i c t I t should also include a ] 1 aspects of t r a f f i c prob­
lems and t r a f f i c flows m order t o make the e x i s t i n g roads and 
s t r e e t s f u n c t i o n p r o p e r l y and cope w i t h the i n c r e a s i n g number 
of vehicles 

A g r i c u l t u r a l land use should be allowed to e x i s t and to 
f u n c t i o n w i t h a s p e c i a l allowance f o r urban development t o take 
place f o r r e s i d e n t i a l use on less productive land ( F i g 9 5) 
1 5 A need f o r r e g i o n a l planning 

A r e g i o n a l p l a n f o r both T r i p o l i and i t s m e t r o p o l i t a n area 
m the Suk e l Juma d i s t r i c t i s also of c r u c i a l importance owing 
to the f a c t t h a t there are socio-economic t i e s between the two 
areas ( F i g 9 6) This r e l a t i o n i s exemplified m the f a c t t h a t 
a high p r o p o r t i o n of the working p o p u l a t i o n of Suk e l Juma have 
permanent jobs i n the Government o f f i c e s , o i l companies and 
tra d e , apart from the secondary school students People make 
d a i l y t r i p s from t h e i r homes to work places m T r i p o l i e i t h e r 
by t h e i r own cars or by p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t Moreover some people 
i n the Suk e l Juma d i s t r i c t do t h e i r weekly shopping i n T r i p o l i 
or come t o the c i t y f o r medical treatment m T r i p o l i ' s h o s p i t a l s 
and c l i n i c s 

On the other hand, some of the working class p o p u l a t i o n of 
T r i p o l i have t h e i r jobs i n the i n d u s t r i a l f i r m s s i t u a t e d w i t h i n 
the Suk e l Juraa d i s t r i c t I n a d d i t i o n , the Suk e l Juma i s one 
of the major a g r i c u l t u r a l regions of the Jefara p l a i n , supply-
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ing the c i t y w i t h green vegetables, f r u i t s and m i l k 
A l l these s p a t i a l factors and the socio-economic t i e s 

e x i s t i n g between the c i t y and i t s m e t r o p o l i t a n area should be 
examined c a r e f u l l y m any general framework f o r r e g i o n a l 
planning 

I n other words, the f u t u r e land uses of T r i p o l i must be 
examined together w i t h the land uses of the Suk e l Juma which 
are at l a r g e a g r i c u l t u r a l area The o v e r s p i l l p o p u l a t i o n 
could be rehoused i n the Suk e l Juma area p a r t i c u l a r l y m the 
Hadba e l Khadra, where the Government owns more than s i x 
hundred hectares of vacant land S i m i l a r l y , the i n d u s t r i a l 
f i r m s of T r i p o l i c i t y r e q u i r i n g large and open spaces could be 
lo c a t e d w i t h i n the m e t r o p o l i t a n area, because T r i p o l i cannot 
absorb the f u t u r e r a p i d expansion of the r e s i d e n t i a l and 
i n d u s t r i a l areas w i t h o u t d i m i n i s h i n g the a g r i c u l t u r a l lands, 
which c o n s t i t u t e a p a r t of the green b e l t On the other hand, 
the c i t y w i l l be congested i f the l o c a l a u t h o r i t y allows more 
speculation m the land market t o Lake place 
Conclusion 

As we have seen, the absence of a recognized o f f i c i a l 
master plan by the l o c a l a u t n o r i t y makes T r i p o l i subject t o 
u n c o n t r o l l e d urban expansion which could lead u l t i m a t e l y t o 
the d i m i n u t i o n of the a g r i c u l t u r a l lands, and the disappearance 
of the green b e l t 

Tne municipal programmes achieved or m progress, are 
c h i e f l y concentrated on c r e a t i n g s o c i a l amenities and lmprov-



359 

i n g the f u n c t i o n of the e x i s t i n g s t r e e t s and roads These 
programmes wi LI not provide a "blueprint l o r T r i p o l i other 
than c r e a t i n g a "better p h y s i c a l environment f o r the popula­
t i o n of the c i t y I h e r e f o r e a c a r e f u l l y devised and 
f l e x i b l e master plan f o i T r i p o l i i s of c r u c i a l importance 
f o r the next twenty yeais I t necessitates d e t a i l e d research 
work on each p l o t w i t h i n the c i t y m terms of i t s present and 
f u t u r e f u n c t i o n s as v e i l as studies of p o p u l a t i o n d e n s i t i e s , 
c o m p o s i t i o i and growtn i n order t o comprehend a l l forces 
operating on the f u t u r e land use of the c i t y 
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CONCLUSION 

The urban growth of T r i p o l i i s the c i t y ' s most s t r i k i n g 
f e a t u r e , tne "built-up area has expanded w i d e l y and has been 
m u l t i - d i r e c t i o l a l e s p e c i a l l y to the west, south and south­
east This, as we have seen, i s r e l a t e d mainly to Libya's 
recent ana very r a p i d economic development 

?our major phases m the urban growth of T r i p o l i have 
been recognized F i r s t , the Phoenician, Roman, Arab and 
Ottoman periods m Libya have resuli-ed m the emergence of 
the Old Town which completed i t s u l t i m a t e urban development 
at the end 01 the nineteenth cenuur/ Secondly, tne I t a l i a n 
c o l o n i z a t i o n l e d to tne c r e a t i o n of new sectors w i t h i n the 
Menshia area i h i s I t a l i a n phase of urban development 
extended tnrou f ahout tne whole c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t and 
pa r t of the middle zone Thus tne I t a l i a n s created a new 
European c i t y based on modern I t a l i a n concentb of town planning 
T h i r d l y , Independence m 1951, was s i g n i f i c a n t m s t i m u l a t i n g 
the urban growth of the c i t y and the beginnings of r e s i d e n ­
t i a l expansion, p a r t i c u l a r l y w i t h i n the middle zone F i n a l l y , 
the phases of o i l e x p l o r a t i o n ( 1 9 5 6 ) , discovery (1959) and 
production (1961), nave enhanced the urban growth m general 
and housing expansion i n p a r t i c u l a r , t a k i n g place mainly w i t h i n 
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tne middle and outer zones of the c i t y 
This l a t t e r phase i s the most important m the h i s t o r i c a l 

growth ox the c i t y owing to the a v a i l a b i l i t y of large c a p i t a l 
sums ana r a p i d l y expanding demands f o r accommodation These 
contemporary processes of urban growth operating w i t h i n the 
c i t y are c r e a t i n g a vast housing expansion w i t h i n the middle 
and outer zones, as \ / e l l as leading t o a greater m o b i l i t y of 
the p o p u l a t i o n from the inner zone (the Old Town) and the 
c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t to other d i s t r i c t s m the c i t y 
f u r t h e r away from the o l d centre I n other words, the inner 
zone and the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t are being depopulated 
as a r e s u l t ot the increasing demands f o r commercial and 
business piemises m the c i t y centre 

As a r e s u l t of t h i s present phase of r a p i d urban 
development, the economic functions of l r i p o l i are more 
s i g n i f i c a n t than i t s p o l i t i c a l r o l e The growth of the 
shopping centre and expansion of the c e n t r a l business a i s t r i c t 
have enhanced the commercial and business a c t i v i t i e s w i t h i n 
the c i t y This b u r s t of p r o s p e r i t y has a r i s e n because of the 
impact of tne o i l i n d u s t r y , the i n f l u x of f o r e i g n c a p i t a l , and 
increasing government expenditure The above f a c t o r s have 
also l e d to the f o r m a t i o n of a class of l o c a l entrepreneurs 
which has s t i m u l a t e d various kinds of i n d u s t r i a l a c t i v i t i e s 
such as the food processing, t e x t i l e , b u i l d i n g , chemical and 
s t e e l i n d u s t r i e s Thus l o c a l p r o d u c t i o n has expanded as the 
demand f o r a l l manner of products increased - not only m 
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T r i p o l i c i t y i t s e l f b u t a l s o m the c o u n t r y as a whole 

The r a p i d i n c r e a s e m t h e number of v e h i c l e s w i t h i n t h e 

c i t y nas c r e a t e d numerous t r a f f i c problems T h e s e a r e moie 

a c u t e d u r i ig the w o r k i n g nours and e s p e c i a l l y so i n the e a r l y 

morning, a t l u n c h times and between j and 6 p m S h o r t a g e 

of p a r k i n g f a c i l i t i e s , l a c k o± wide s t r e e t s and e f f i c i e n t 

f a c i l i t i e s f o i t n e d i r e c t i o n o f t r a f f i c , a r e t h e b a s i c c a u s e s 

b e h i n d t h e c o n g e s t i o n i n the c i t y 

Demand f o i accommodation by t h e m - m i g r a n t s , Government 

o f f i c i a l s , employees of the o i l companies, the D i p l o m a t i c 

C o r p s , and f a m i l i e s oi U o A F o f f i c e r s w o r k i n g a t the 

U h e e l u s F i e l d , h a s c r e a t e d an a c u t e s h o i t a g e of h o u s i n g 

Owing to t h e i n a d e q u a t e numoer oi d w e l l i n g s , r e n t s have r i s e n 

w i t h i n a l l r e s i d e n t i a l a r e a s i h e r a t e of house b u i l d i n g 

between 1951 and 1966 d i d not keep pace w i t h tne i n c r e a s i n g 

demand f o r accommodation As a r e s u l t , trie S h a n t y Town 

emerged, and slums d e v e l o p e d w i t h d e t e r i o r a t i o n , dampness and 

c o n g e s t i o n , p a r t i c u l a r l y w i t h i n the O l d Town A l t h o u g h the 

I d n s o u s m g Scheme i s an i m p o r t a n t s t e p towards s o l v i n g t h e 

p i o b l e m o i s h o r t a g e of accommodation, p a r t i c u l a r l y w i t h i n t h e 

q u a r t e r s c o n t a i n i n g f a m i l i e s w i t h l i m i t e d incomes ( e s p e c i a l l y 

t h o s e of t he S h a n t y Town), i t w i l l not c o m p l e t e l y s o l v e t n e 

problem o f the h o u s i n g s h o r t a g e 

The p o p u l a t i o n of the c i t y , due to n a t u r a l i n c r e a s e and 

l n - m i g r a t i o n n e a r l y doubled between 195̂ 1- and 196̂ 4- T h i s r a p i d 

i n c r e a s e r a i s e d t n e p o p u l a t i o n d e n s i t i e s i n a l l t h e urban zones 
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of t h e c i t y , p a r t i c u l a r l y m t h e mi I d l e and o u t e r zones 

I n - m i g r a t i o n has a l s o i n c r e a s e d the number of u n s k i l l e d 

w o r k e r s i n s e c o n d a r y and t e r t i a r y a c t i v i t i e s 

The urban l a n d uses w i t h i n i r i p o l i h a v e expanded i n 

v a r i o u s d i r e c t i o n s a t the expense of the a g r i c u l t u r a l a r e a s , 

e s p e c i a l l y w i t h i n the middle zone ana tne o u t e r zone V e r y 

f e r t i l e farms were t r a n s f e r r e d to urban u s e s by l a n d s p e c u l a ­

t o r s , w h i c h r e s u l t e d m the d i s a p p e a r a n c e of g r e e n s p a c e s and 

p r o d u c t i v e Arab gardens Emergence of the c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s 

d i s t r i c t nas g i v e n r i s e t o h i g h c o n c e n t r a t i o n of c o m m e r c i a l 

and b u s i n e s s a c t i v i t i e s , r e s u l t i n g m the r i s e m r e n t s f o r 

shops, o f f i c e s , and o t h e r p r e m i s e s 

T r i p o l i was o r i g i n a l l y p l a n n e d b;y I t a l i a n town p l a n n e r s 

d u r i n g t h e i r r u l e i n L i b y a However, the r e c e n t u n f o r e s e e n 

urban developments, the i n c r e a s i n g p o p u l a t i o n and t h e need f o i 

more urban f a c i l i t i e s t o g e t h e r w i t h tne growing number of 

v e h i c l e s , have c r e a t e d v a r i o u s aiid a l t o g e t h e r new p l a n n i n g 

problems The most i m p o r t a n t o f t h e s e i s the e x i s t e n c e o f 

t h e S h a n t y Town to the s o u t h of T r i p o l i and t h e need f o r more 

h o u s i n g L a c k of adequate urban a m e n i t i e s , r e c r e a t i o n a l a r e a s 

and open s p a c e s a r e o t h e r p l a n n i n g problems f a c i n g the c i t y 

The redevelopment of c e r t a i n p a r t s of the c i t y c e n t r e i s of 

c r u c i a l i m p o r t a n c e f o r t h e e x p a n s i o n of the c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s 

d i s t r i c t ana f o r f a c i l i t a t i n g the t r a f f i c f l o w I n a d d i t i o n , 

s u i t a b l e s i t e s must De found f o r i n d u s t r i e s O t h e r p l a n n i n g 

problems were examined t h o r o u g h l y i n C h a p t e r 9 However, a l l 
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t h e s e problems have to he s o l v e d on the b a s i s of a c c u r a t e 

d a t a , o b j e c t i v e a n a l y s i s and adequate p l a n n i n g 
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Table 3 PRODUCTION AND SALES BY ELECTRICITY CORPORATION 
OF TRIPOLI (1954 - 1966) 

Year 
Total 

Production 
Sales of e l e c t r i c i t y 

Year 
Total 

Production For I n d u s t r i a l & Lighting Purposes 
kw, hrs. Quantity i n kw. Value i n £L 

1954 40,405,226 16,404,751 415,482 
1955 44,609,463 19,611,701 492,672 
1956 47,395,126 21,974,376 557,245 
1957 50,667,897 26,063,185 666,801 
1958 54,299,754 28,571,182 730,257 
1959 57,851,800 30,889,582 794,784 
1960 68,035,123 36,485,174 933,108 
1961 71,517,830 39,930,641 1,033,339 
1962 93,014,994 43,044,429 1,104,254 
1963 108,799,048 54,192,684 1,406,006 
1964 126,475,345 65,501,724 1,705,472 
1965 151,949,598 70,688,525 1,388,582 
1966 182,371,078 78,421,885 1,532,126 

Source S t a t i s t i c a l Abstract, 
Census & S t a t i s t i c a l Dept , 
Ministry of Economy & Trade, 
T r i p o l i 1966 
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Table 4 PRODUCTION OF ALIMENTARY PASTES 

Production, Sales, Employments and Pay Rolls 

(Factories of Alimentary Pastes (Macaroni, Spaghetti & Related products) 
1954 - 1966 ( T r i p o l i ) 

Year 

Quantity of 
Alimentary 

paste produced 
m tons 

Sales of Alimentary Paste Average No 
of 

persons 
engaged 

Total 
Wages 

& Salaries 
i n £L Year 

Quantity of 
Alimentary 

paste produced 
m tons 

Quantity 
i n Tons 

Value 
£L 

Average No 
of 

persons 
engaged 

Total 
Wages 

& Salaries 
i n £L 

1954 1,999 1,980 132,759 77 8,829 

1955 3,534 3,454 215,086 111 13,679 

1956 4,301 4,184 259,105 108 16,390 

1957 5,612 5,402 330,163 99 19,260 

1958 6,248 6,160 351,862 121 26,959 

1959 7,137 6,878 379,643 131 30,651 

1960 9.427 9,178 507,556 167 41,779 

1961 10,173 10,177 569,717 178 44,868 

1962 14,072 13,559 758,134 182 47,861 

1963 13,978 13,870 749,466 177 55,989 

1964 15,584 14,398 860,601 189 72,228 

1965 22,114 21,567 1,182,501 207 99,299 

1966 25,421 24,611 1,382,665 206 110,885 

Source S t a t i s t i c a l Abstract, 
Census & S t a t i s t i c a l Dept , 
Ministry of Economy & Trade, 
T r i p o l i , 1966 
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Table 5 MILLING OF CEREALS 

(A) Production, 1962-1966 ( T r i p o l i ) 

Year 
Quantity produced i n Quintals 

Year Flour (cereals) Semolina Kuskus Bran 

1962 115,329 21,708 13,480 30,656 

1963 118,229 4,573 3,523 18,918 

1964 65,623 44,088 71,975 21,998 

1965 55,898 55,866 94,600 23,618 

1966 73,184 69,617 119,129 25,101 

Source S t a t i s t i c a l Abstract, 
Census & S t a t i s t i c a l Dept , 
Ministry of Economy & Trade, 
T r i p o l i , 1966 
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Table 5 MILLING OF CEREALS 

Employment and Pay Rolls, 1962 - 1966 ( T r i p o l i ) 

Employment and Pay Rolls 

Year 
Average number of 
persons engaged 

Total wages and 
salaries paid i n £L 

1962 86 23,199 

1963 81 22,048 

1964 81 31,556 

1965 74 42,220 

1966 94 49,369 

Source S t a t i s t i c a l Abstract, 
Census & S t a t i s t i c a l Dept , 
Ministry of Economy & Trade, 
T r i p o l i , 1966 
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Table 6 MANUFACTURE OF SWEETS AND SUGAR CONFECTIONERY 

Production, Sales, Employment and Pay Rolls, 1964-1966 ( T r i p o l i ) 

Quantity S A I . E S Average no Total Wages 
produced Quantity Value of persons & Salaries 

Year i n Kg m K r m £L engaged paid m £L 

1964 1,346,132 1,326,188 268,623 109 37,843 

1965 1,364,293 1,362,930 252,659 98 38,818 

1966 1,980,198 1,904,724 335 , 901 117 46,236 

Source S t a t i s t i c a l Abstract, 
Census & S t a t i s t i c a l Dept , 
Ministry of Economy & Trade, 
T r i p o l i , 1966 
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Table 7 TOMATO PRODUCTS 

Production Sales Employment & Pay Rolls i n Tomato Paste Industry 

1954-1966 ( T r i p o l i ) 

Year 

Quantity of 
Tomato paste 
produced m 

Tons 

S A L E S Average No 
of 

persons 
engaged 

Amounts paid 
m wages 
& Salaries 
m £L Year 

Quantity of 
Tomato paste 
produced m 

Tons 
Quantity 
i n Tons 

Value 
i n £L 

Average No 
of 

persons 
engaged 

Amounts paid 
m wages 
& Salaries 
m £L 

1954 80 80 12 800 20 4,000 
1955 123 123 19,237 30 7,200 
1956 188 188 22,966 60 10 300 

1957 393 393 66 400 110 18 500 

1958 785 785 132,577 200 23,500 

1959 2 692 1,403 246 460 520 37,307 

1960 2 936 2 323 388,315 570 50,991 

1961 5 010 4 769 786 347 760 73 471 

1962 6 400 5,319 870,823 634 82,705 

1963 5 107 6,260 1,022,941 358 75 234 

1964 6 194 7 957 1 297,757 350 98,202 

1965 10 175 7,430 1,195,532 415 145,918 

1966 7 815 9 629 1 567,207 404 165,268 

Source S t a t i s t i c a l Abstract 
Census & S t a t i s t i c a l Dept 
Ministry of Economy & Trade 
T r i p o l i , 1966 
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Table 8 THE PRODUCTION OF MARINE WEALTH IN TRIPOLITANIA 

1951 - 1964 ( T r i p o l i t a n i a ) 

Year Sardine i n qt Tunny i n qt Other species of 
f i s h i n qt 

1951 963,368 1,149,419 963,368 

1952 1,466,141 1,003,976 1,466,141 

1953 601,878 1,784,585 601,878 

1954 1,141,687 832,949 1,141,687 

1955 1,281,715 190,961 1,281,751 

1956 1,133,306 1,399,519 1,133 , 306 

1957 1,361,607 1,153,677 1,361,607 

1958 1,244,688 1,799,980 1,244,688 

1959 1,146,771 1,245,643 1,146,771 

1960 1,216,722 732,779 1,216,722 

1961 744,389 954,080 744,389 

1962 574,920 466,413 574,920 

1963 - 4,334,720 1,316,820 

Source Dept of Fisheries, 
Ministry of Industry, 
T r i p o l i , 1967 
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Table 9 FISH PRODUCTS INDUSTRY 

(a) Production of canned f i s h and other f i s h products ( T r i p o l i ) , 
1954 - 1961 

Quantity produe ed i n Tons 
Canned 

sardines 
preserved 
m o i l 
i n Tons 

Canned 
tunny 

preserved 
m o i l 
i n Tons 

Sardines 
preserved 

i n 
s a l t 

i n Tons 

Tunny 
f i s h 

preserved 
i n o i l 
m Tons 

Fish 
O i l 

Other 
f i s h 

products 

1954 15 183 46 20 8 31 

1955 35 210 51 19 8 28 

1956 35 414 129 51 16 9 

1957 88 423 187 44 14 51 

1958 105 308 158 25 12 77 

1959 100 263 89 12 9 19 

1960 233 323 71 17 8 48 

1961 279 603 40 14 7 48 

Source S t a t i s t i c a l Abstract, 
Census & S t a t i s t i c a l Dept , 
Ministry of Economy & Trade, 
T r i p o l i , 1963 
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Table 9 FISH PRODUCTS INDUSTRY 

(B) Sales of canned and other Fish products ( T r i p o l i ) , 1954-1961 

Quantities 3 sold of the following products i n Tons 

Year 

Canned 
sardines 
preserved 
i n o i l 

Canned 
tunny , preserved 
m 

o i l 

Sardines 
preservec 

i n 
s a l t 

Tunny 
f i s h 
pre­

served 
m s a l t 

Fish 
O i l 

Other 
Fish 

Products 

Value 
of prod­
ucts 
sold i n 
£L 

1954 7 183 40 20 8 31 68,898 

1955 17 210 27 19 7 28 72,957 

1956 18 414 100 51 16 9 148,565 

1957 35 443 159 44 14 51 166,652 

1958 47 307 123 25 12 77 121,105 

1959 43 263 62 12 8 19 94,903 

1960 233 322 71 17 9 48 180,847 

1961 279 602 40 14 7 48 255,273 

i i 

Source S t a t i s t i c a l Abstract, 
Census & S t a t i s t i c a l Dept , 
Ministry of Economy & Trade, 
T r i p o l i , 1963 
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Table 9 FISH PRODUCTS INDUSTRY 

(C) Employment and Payrolls i n establishment producing canned 
f i s h and other f i s h products ( T r i p o l i ) , 1954 - 1961) 

Year Average number of 
persons engaged 

Total amount of 
wages & salaries 
paid i n £L 

1954 731 48,129 

1955 780 42,418 

1956 972 51,971 

1957 651 32,446 

1958 918 48,123 

1959 763 31,160 

1960 1,129 45,071 

1961 1,108 51,037 

Source S t a t i s t i c a l Abstract, 
Census & S t a t i s t i c a l Dept , 
Ministry of Economy & Trade, 
T r i p o l i , 1963 
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Table 10 PRODUCTION OF WINES 

Sales, Employment and Payrolls i n Wine Industry 
1959 - 1966 ( T r i p o l i ) 

Year 

Quantity S A L E S Average no 
of persons 

engaged 

Amount paid 
i n wages & 

salaries i n £L Year 
produced 

i n l i t r e s 
Quantity i n 

l i t r e s 
Value i n 

£L 

Average no 
of persons 

engaged 

Amount paid 
i n wages & 

salaries i n £L 

1959 1,995,331 1,340,100 90,971 53 12,116 

1960 1,046,566 1,028,224 74,499 51 14,986 

1961 1,044,238 1,603,746 94,707 51 17,465 

1962 1,102,838 1,328,699 85,552 51 18,660 

1963 1,488,800 1,086,320 78,700 62 20,568 

1964 1,247,465 1,015,186 88,882 63 25,925 

1965 688,404 7 1 $M*> 85,525 56 22,175 

1966 201,990 683,227 90,292 49 21,030 

Source S t a t i s t i c a l Abstract, 
Ministry of Economy & Trade, 
Census & S t a t i s t i c a l Dept , 
T r i p o l i , 1966 
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Table 11 CIGARETTES AND TOBACCO 

(C) Employment and Payrolls, State Tobacco Monopoly ( T r i p o l i ) 

Year Average number of 
persons engaged 

Wages and salaries 
paid i n £L 

1954 500 67,811 

1955 449 68,985 

1956 430 74,951 

1957 351 77,774 

1958 352 78,233 

1959 343 94,496 

1960 391 110,560 

1961 450 122,851 

1962 480 139,636 

1963 476 148,271 

1964 497 178,608 

1965 507 199,228 

1966 1,051 487,095 

. _ .. _ . .. 

Source S t a t i s t i c a l Abstract, 
Ministry of Economy & Trade, 
Census & S t a t i s t i c a l Dept , 
T r i p o l i , 1966 
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Table 12 BREWING OF BEER 

Production, Sales, Employment and Payrolls, 1954 - 1966 ( T r i p o l i ) 

Year 
Quantity 
produced 

i n l i t r e s 

SALES 01 
Quantity 
m l i t r e s 

7 BEER 
Value 
m £L 

Average 
number 

of persons 

Amount paid 
i n wages & 
salaries 

1954 1,418,479 139,275 130,298 110 28,092 

1955 1,615,192 1,581,892 175,282 110 30,026 

1956 1,150,746 1,144,646 151,960 110 33,220 

1957 1,253,306 1,281,873 171,495 110 31,333 

1958 1,452,038 1,548,571 207,543 109 36,276 

1959 1,886,862 1,844,562 247,085 109 40,900 

1960 2,839,541 2,694,141 365,288 109 51,435 

1961 2,785,389 2,775,622 372,567 109 60,898 

1962 2,797,743 2,557,288 345,162 109 64,690 

1963 2,563,530 2 , 427 , 303 343,098 98 62,686 

1964 2,621,607 2,259,736 360,265 101 68,748 

1965 3,071,330 2,855,184 505,142 100 70 , 904 

1966 4,044,343 3,749,653 649,841 108 104,693 

Source S t a t i s t i c a l Abstract, 
Census & S t a t i s t i c a l Dept , 
Ministry of Economy & Trade, 
T r i p o l i , 1966 
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Table 13 ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

Production, Sales, Employment and Payrolls i n Alcoholic Beverages 
Industry, 1963 - 1966 ( T r i p o l i ) 

Year 

Quantity 
produced i n 

L i t r e s 

S A L E S 1 Average 
number of 

persons 
engaged 

1 Amount 
paid i n 

wages & sal­
aries i n £L 

Year 

Quantity 
produced i n 

L i t r e s 
Quantity 

i n L i t r e s 
Value 

i n £L 

1 Average 
number of 

persons 
engaged 

1 Amount 
paid i n 

wages & sal­
aries i n £L 

1963 287,458 276,071 72,801 45 8,595 

1964 410,416 412,682 119,518 48 14,570 

1965 532,327 529,232 161,229 49 17,870 

1966 516,738 521,824 184,045 54 26,507 

Source S t a t i s t i c a l Abstract, 
Census & S t a t i s t i c a l Dept , 
Ministry of Economy & Trade, 
T r i p o l i , 1966 
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Table 14 SOFT DRINKS 

Production, Sales, Employment and Payrolls, 1963-66, T r i p o l i 

Year 
Quantity 
produced 
i n L i t r e s 

S A L E S Average 
number of 
persons 
engaged 

Amount 
paid i n 

wages & salaries 
i n £L 

Year 
Quantity 
produced 
i n L i t r e s 

Quantity 
i n L i t r e s 

Value 
i n £L 

Average 
number of 
persons 
engaged 

Amount 
paid i n 

wages & salaries 
i n £L 

1963 5,259,149 5,197,640 390,925 160 57,142 

1964 8,485,297 8,523,328 625,173 228 87,126 

1965 11,058,081 11,198,545 833,940 283 117,084 

1966 15,267,563 15,206,129 1,132,884 272 171,316 

Source S t a t i s t i c a l Abstract, 
Census & S t a t i s t i c a l Dept , 
Ministry of Economy & Trade, 
T r i p o l i , 1966 



388 

Table 15 MANUFACTURE OF PAPER PRODUCTS 

Production, Sales, Employment and Payrolls, 1959-1966 ( T r i p o l i ) 

' 1 

Year 
Quantity 
produced 
i n Tons 

S A L E S 
Average no 
of persons 
engaged 

Amount paid 
wages and 
salaries 
m £L 

' 1 

Year 
Quantity 
produced 
i n Tons 

Quantity 
i n Tons 

Value 
i n £L 

Average no 
of persons 
engaged 

Amount paid 
wages and 
salaries 
m £L 

1959 887 885 38,937 55 12,620 

1960 1,359 1,386 59,984 83 15,318 

1961 1,338 1,326 58,337 83 19,542 

1962 1,647 1,685 81,577 97 25,068 

1963 1,683 1,682 81,395 93 21,931 

1964 2,662 2,419 119,892 115 29,057 

1965 3,862 3,942 198,636 143 38,642 

1966 4,249 4,155 231,686 138 49,797 

Source S t a t i s t i c a l Abstract, 
Census & S t a t i s t i c a l Dept , 
Ministry of Trade & Economy, 
T r i p o l i , 1966 
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Table 16 MANUFACTURE OF LAUNDRY SOAP 

Production, Sales, Employment and Payrolls m Soap Industry, 
1959-1966 ( T r i p o l i ) 

Year 
Quantity 
produced 
m Kg 

S A L E S r Average 
number of 
persons 
engaged 

Total 
wages and 
salaries pd 

m £L 
Year 

Quantity 
produced 
m Kg 

Quantity 
m Kg 

Value 
m £L 

r Average 
number of 
persons 
engaged 

Total 
wages and 
salaries pd 

m £L 

1959 398,976 408,442 36,333 14 2,243 

1960 889,128 916,975 83,284 24 3,625 

1961 830,140 825,113 80,914 24 4,744 

1962 704,923 723,458 67,749 25 4,742 

1963 802,358 700,163 63,303 39 7,017 

1964 736,764 799,635 67,455 35 7,339 

1965 843,513 752,625 49,232 29 5,957 

1966 666,880 639,000 51,542 25 6,651 

Source S t a t i s t i c a l Abstract, 
Census & S t a t i s t i c a l Dept , 
Ministry of Economy & Trade, 
T r i p o l i , 1966 
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Table 17 MANUFACTURE OF WEARING APPAREL 

(B) Employment, 1959 - 1966 ( T r i p o l i ) 

Year Average number of 
persons engaged 

Total wages & salaries 
paid m £L 

1959 17 7,000 

1960 25 10,000 

1961 62 21,200 

1962 108 35,712 

1963 143 42,258 

1964 315 106,945 

1965 323 145 , 309 

1966 287 142,101 

Source S t a t i s t i c a l Abstract, 
Census & S t a t i s t i c a l Dept , 
Ministry of Economy & Trade, 
T r i p o l i , 1966 
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Table 18 MANUFACTURE OF MATCHES 

Production, Sales, Employment and Payrolls, 1963-1966 ( T r i p o l i ) 

Year 

Quantity 
produced 
m boxes 

r S A L E S Average 
number of 
persons 
engaged 

Amount m 
wages and 
salaries 

i n £L 
Year 

Quantity 
produced 
m boxes Quantity 

m boxes 
Value 
i n £L 

Average 
number of 
persons 
engaged 

Amount m 
wages and 
salaries 

i n £L 

1963 14,399,100 8,750,460 45,672 64 21,068 

1964 14,256,110 11,814,520 75, 371 89 27,845 

1965 21,133,900 21,133,900 139,484 90 28,812 

1966 24,960,000 22,669,500 134,619 100 27,180 

Source S t a t i s t i c a l Abstract, 
Census & S t a t i s t i c a l Dept , 
Ministry of Economy & Trade, 
T r i p o l i , 1966 



Table 19(A) TOURIST STATISTICS FROM JANUARY TO DECEMBER 1963, T r i p o l i 

N a t i o n a l i t y A r r i v a l s 

J a n u a r y 
F e b r u a r y 
March 

A p r i 1 
May 
June 

J u l y 
August 
September 

October 
November 
December T o t a l s 

Arab C o u n t r i e s 2 789 4 355 4 078 3 523 14 745 
Turkey 26 65 24 47 162 

U K 3 075 2 418 2 605 2 391 10 489 

U S A 1 906 2 687 2 607 2 444 9 644 
A f r i c a n C o u n t r l e s 50 31 54 38 173 
Germany 705 665 717 621 2 708 

I t a l y 2 066 1 753 1 578 1 396 6 793 
F r a n c e 662 409 496 588 2 155 

A s i a n C o u n t r i e s 184 158 253 250 845 
L a t i n American 33 50 41 36 160 
Greece 361 352 534 450 1 697 
S c a n d i n a v i a n 
C o u n t r i e s 299 128 145 140 712 

S p a i n and Po r t u g a l 250 155 146 279 830 
Benelux 416 380 386 200 1,382 

S w i t z e r l a n d 82 163 125 148 510 
A u s t r i a 91 78 73 39 281 
Cyprus 135 132 95 159 521 
Ma l t a 68 11 36 4 119 
S o c i a l i s t Countr l e s 59 21 76 45 201 
Other C o u n t r i e s 283 62 40 111 496 
T o u r i s t C r u i s e s 872 2 179 1 749 1 319 6 119 
T o t a l o f T o u r i s t s 14 412 16 252 15 858 14 228 60 750 
Ni g h t s 93 264 90 841 78 277 83 914 346 296 

Source C e n e r a l A d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f Tourism 
M i n i s t r y o f Economy & Trade 
T r i p o l i 1965 
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Table 1 TRIPOLI PORT SHIPPING TRAFFIC AND TONNAGE 
1932 - 1965 

Year Commercial 
ships Warships Total 

a r r i v a l s 
Total Tonnage 
N R T i n tons 

1932 - - 720 907,000 
1933 - - 681 936,000 
1934 - - 712 1,094,000 
1944 - - 129 -
1945 - - 132 -
1946 - - 145 -
1947 331 70 401 445,129 
1948 440 69 509 348,555 
1949 491 45 536 1,058,531 
1950 460 45 505 871,582 
1951 563 45 608 882 519 
1952 608 58 666 1,033,471 
1953 642 53 695 1,070,682 
1954 692 86 778 1,286,420 
1955 786 65 851 1,268,346 
1956 808 83 891 1,326,182 
1957 887 153 1,040 1,636,905 
1958 1,018 114 1,132 1,777,562 
1959 1,193 140 1,333 2,131,659 
1960 1,402 133 1,535 2,479,351 
1961 1,339 95 1,434 2 , 308,2 8 5 
1962 1,402 76 1,478 2,326,144 
1963 1,516 75 1,591 2,531,742 
1964 1,672 77 1,749 2,670,952 
1965 1,942 60 2,002 2,671,971 

Source T r i p o l i Port, S t a t i s t i c s Dept , 1966 
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Table 2 TRIPOLI PORT - CARGO (IN METRIC TONS) 

I M P 0 R T S E X P 0 R T S 

Year 
Commer­

c i a l 
i 

M i l i t a r y 
P e t r o l , o i l 

and 
lubrications 

Commer­
c i a l M i l i t a r y 

Total 
cargo 

handling 

1944 84,850 - - 61,787 _ „ 

1945 183,429 - - 38,940 - -
1946 101,869 - - 41,438 - -
1947 104,146 - 38,648 58,627 - -
1948 136,008 - 35,978 80,529 - -
1949 118,682 - 59,155 81,704 - -
1950 100,627 26,670 52,741 96,328 19,898 296,264 
1951 151,852 52,378 53,972 67,329 22,629 349,160 
1952 125,560 71,706 94,730 74,689 30,008 400,693 
1953 155,703 53,877 99,204 57,697 14,475 380,956 
1954 158,901 52,484 154,663 75,286 16,897 458,231 
1955 223,531 71,001 163,106 77,867 29,241 565,628 
1956 253,531 47,239 165,227 74,898 18,051 558,757 
1957 269,517 36,989 201,379 73,284 20,932 602,101 
1958 308,591 28,488 173,656 95,823 18,377 624,935 
1959 408,888 26,862 176,953 62,972 12,788 688,463 
1960 539,501 26,734 185,891 76,472 9,996 838,594 
1961 457,171 26,293 153,696 50,312 8,959 696,431 
1962 531,072 22,467 187,077 44,423 8,453 793,492 
1963 606,262 20,543 195,911 41,554 6,381 870,651 
1964 761,244 19,854 222,748 41,244 8,807 1,053,897 
1965 952,146 19,013 219,362 30,643 5,979 1,220,143 

Source T r i p o l i Port, S t a t i s t i c s Dept , T r i p o l i , 1966 
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Table 1 TRIPOLI POPULATION BY SEX AND AGE, 1954 

! 1 
Age 

( i n years) 

i 
Both 
sexes 

1 

/ Males Females 
Males per 
1,000 females 

A l l ages 129,730 100 0 68,411 61,309 1,115 

Under 1 year 4,662 3 6 2,287 2,375 962 
1 - 4 13,092 10 9 6,562 6,534 1,004 
5 - 9 14,145 10 9 7,105 7,040 1,009 
10 - 14 11,354 8 8 5,989 5,365 1,116 
15 - 19 12,219 9 4 6,272 5,947 1,054 
20 - 24 14,725 11 3 8,252 6,473 1,274 
25 - 29 12,720 9 8 7,059 5,661 1,246 
3 0 - 3 4 9,216 7 1 5,191 4,025 1,289 
35 - 39 6,730 5 2 3,753 2,977 1,260 
4 0 - 4 4 6,563 5 1 3,405 3,158 1,078 
45 - 49 5,186 3 9 2,836 2,350 1,206 
50 - 54 5,494 4 3 2,846 2,648 1,074 
55 - 59 3,344 2 6 1,851 1,493 1,239 
6 0 - 6 4 3,617 2 8 1,751 1,866 938 
65 - 69 2,048 1 6 1,044 1,006 1,037 
70yrs & over 4,303 3 3 1,984 2,319 855 
Unknown 298 0 2 224 74 -

Source Ministry of National Economy, 
Census & S t a t i s t i c a l Dept , 
General Population Census, 1954, 
T r i p o l i , 1955, p 20 
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Table 2 TRIPOLI POPULATION BY SEX AND AGE, 1964 

Age 
( i n years) 

Both 
sexes / Males Females 

Males per 
1,000 females 

A l l ages 212,577 100 0 111,029 101,548 1,093 

Under 1 year 8,823 4 1 4,473 4, 350 1,028 
1 - 4 31,954 15 0 16,143 15,811 1,020 
5 - 9 31,232 14 6 15,665 15,567 1,006 
10 - 14 20,215 9 5 10,529 9,686 1,087 
15 - 19 15,883 7 4 7,904 7,979 990 
20 - 24 17,776 8 3 8,871 8,905 996 
25 - 29 19,258 9 0 10,026 9,232 1,086 
3 0 - 3 4 15,537 7 3 8,644 6,893 1,254 
35 - 39 12,846 6 0 7,344 5,502 1,334 
4 0 - 4 4 9,681 4 5 5,547 4,134 1,341 
45 - 54 13,118 6 2 7,204 5,914 1,218 
55 - 64 8,600 4 1 4,546 4,054 1,121 
65 - 74 5,020 2 4 2,411 2,609 924 
76yrs & over 3,079 1 5 1,411 1,588 888 
Not i d e n t i f i e d 484 0 1 257 277 -

Source Ministry of Economy & Trade, 
Census & S t a t i s t i c a l Dept , 
General Population Census, 1964, 
T r i p o l i , 1967, p 2 
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Table 1 NUMBER OF TREES AND PRODUCTION IN TRIPOLI, 1960 

Kind of tree Productive 
Non­

productive 
1 

Total 
Production 
i n q t l s 

Olives for table 
use 500 500 34 

Olives for o i l 23,100 4,500 27,600 6,749 
Olives ( t o t a l ) 23,500 4,500 28,000 6,783 
Dates 11,000 800 11,800 1,709 
Almonds 4,800 300 5,100 195 
Vines f o r table use 800 400 1,200 100 
Vines for wine 316,200 50,000 366,200 704 
Vines ( t o t a l ) 317,000 50,400 367,400 804 
Oranges 32,600 3,800 36,400 2,848 
Tangerines 4,000 200 4,200 319 
Lemons 900 900 1,800 199 
Grapefruit 400 - 400 11 
Citrus (Total) 37,900 500 38,400 3,377 
Apples 1,400 200 1,600 105 
Pears 900 200 1,100 84 
Peaches 200 100 300 17 
Plums 1,800 100 1,900 186 
Bananas 6,200 100 6,300 239 
Figs 1,100 100 1,200 204 
Pomegranates 2,800 200 3,000 399 
Apricots 500 - 500 118 
Other f r u i t trees 400 100 500 51 

Total 788,000 117,400 905,400 25,236 

Source 1960 Census of Agriculture, T r i p o l i , 1962, p 248 
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Table 1 SECOND MUNICIPAL FIVE YEAR PROGRAMME 
(1968-72) 

Kind of planning programme Value 
£L 

i n 

1 Improvement of the seaside coast between the 
Ministry of Industry and the eastern boundary 1, 200 ,000 

2 Improvement of the seaside coast between the 
T r i p o l i E l e c t r i c i t y Corporation and the 
Municipal beach to the north-west of the CBD 1, 240 ,000 

3 Extension of H a i t i Street (CBD) 600 ,000 

4 Improvement and enlargement of Gargaresh 
Sewerage Pumping Station 180 ,000 

5 Improvement of Bab Ben Gashir intersection 480 ,000 

6 Improvement and maintenance of roads and streets 
w i t h i n the Shara e l Shatt and Zaweit e l 
Dahmani quarters I, 455 ,000 

7 Improvement of Dahra quarter 450 ,000 

8 Improvement and maintenance of Ras Hassan i n 
the Shara Ben Ashur quarter 61 ,000 

9 Improvement of Shara Srim quarter and Sidi 
Khalifa area 1, 187 ,000 

10 Improvement of Gurgi area and Gargaresh quarter 3, 333 ,000 

11 Improvement of Shara Ben Ashur quarter I, 030 ,000 

12 Construction of new roads and streets w i t h i n the 
Shanty Town, Ben Nabi street and Shara e l 
Kebir quarter 750 ,000 

13 Improvement of Bab el Azizia intersection 450 ,000 

14 Improvement of intersection of Suani Road with 
Ring Road 1. 500 ,000 

15 Construction of a new bridge with subways at 
Shara Mohammed A l l Essanussi with the 
Me11aha highway 250 ,000 
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Gont inured 

Kind of programme planning Value i n 
£L 

16 A new road i n Jabbanat e l Hofra i n the Shara 
Ben Ashur 450,000 

17 Site land to be allocated for new cemetery 
outside of c i t y boundary 800,000 

18 Creation of Zoo to the south of T r i p o l i near 
the Shanty Town 450,000 

19 Subway wi t h i n the central business d i s t r i c t 250,000 

20 Redevelopment of Grand Hotel 1,000,000 

21 Redevelopment of Del Mahari Hotel 1,000,000 

22 New park at Gargaresh Gate 220,000 

23 Completion of the Local Handicraft Market i n 
the Old Town 180,000 

24 General maintenance of the Old Town 250,000 

25 Other c i v i c programmes 1,595,000 

Total £L20,362,000 

Source Municipality of T r i p o l i , 1968. 



APPENDIX VI 



k09 

University of Libya, 
Faculty of Arts & Education, 

Department of Geography 

Questionnaire No.l 

1 Name 
2 Nationality 
3 Type of commercial a c t i v i t y 
4 Place of work 
5 Is the establishment privately-owned or owned by a company7 

6 Does the owner employ workers or employees ( s t a f f ) ' 
7 Do you specialise m commercial work' 
8 How many hours a day does the owner spend i n the establishment' 
9 Where do you go for lunch' Home, or to a nearby restaurant' 
10 Do you close the establishment for lunch' 
11 How do you travel to work' 
12 Do you deal d i r e c t l y with foreign companies or do you 

deal with local wholesalers' 
13 At what season is business most active' 
14 Which day of the week is busiest' 
15 Does business a c t i v i t y increase on religious occasions' 
16, At what hours of the day is business most active' 
17 Does the hot season affec t your work' Do you use a i r 

conditioning' 
18 What type of customers come to your establishment' 

Arabs or foreigners' 
19 Are your prices fixed or subject to bargaining' 
20 Do you use a telephone i n your establishment' 



o 

Questionnaire NoB2 
Traditional and Modern Industries, T r i p o l i (1966-1968) 

1. Name of the owner 
2 Nationality 
3 Is the f i r m or the factory p r i v a t e l y owned? 
4 Kind of the i n d u s t r i a l a c t i v i t y 
5 Where is the fi r m or the factory situated 7 

6 Total area of the f i r m or the factory State the 
built-up area and open space 

7 Capital 
8 Number of employees ( s k i l l e d and unskilled) 
9 Total annual production 
10 Where do you s e l l your products 7 

Questionnaire No.3 
Traditional and Modern Houses of T r i p o l i (1966-1968) 

1 Name 
2 Name of l o c a l i t y 
3 Is the house you l i v e i n rented (state the monthly rent) 

or privately-owned 7 

4 Are you l i v i n g m a separate household with your family 
or with others 7 State the number 

5 Date the house was b u i l t 
6 Number of rooms 
7 Number of storeys 
8 What type of house i s i t 7 Arab or another type 7 

9 What special amenities are there i n the house7 e g 
a) e l e c t r i c i t y 
b) water 
c) good v e n t i l a t i o n 



10 D i s t a n c e between your house and p l a c e of work 
11 What means of t r a n s p o r t do you use i n t r a v e l l i n g to work' 
12 Why do you p r e f e r to l i v e i n t h i s house 7 

13 Have you l i v e d m i t f o r many y e a r s 7 S t a t e the number 
14 Do you p r e f e r the Arab or European type of house 7 

15 Has the house good v e n t i l a t i o n and f r e s h a i r 7 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e No,4 
I n - and out-Migration, T r i p o l i (1966-1968) 

1 Name of migrant 
2 Date of a r r i v a l i n T r i p o l i Age 
3 P e r i o d spent i n T r i p o l i 
4 O r i g i n a l p l a c e of r e s i d e n c e 
5 S t a t e the l o c a l i t y where the migrant l i v e s now 
6 I s the migrant alone or w i t h h i s f a m i l y 7 

7 Occupation - a) before migration, b) a f t e r m i g r a t i o n 
8 Give the reasons f o r m i g r a t i o n 
9 M a r i t a l s t a t u s - married, divorced, s i n g l e 
10 Number of people i n the family, i f m a r r i e d 
11 Are there married s o n s 7 I f so, are they l i v i n g w ith the migrant 7 

12 D a i l y income of migrant 
13 B a s i c occupation a t the present time 
14 Current p l a c e of r e s i d e n c e 
15 Type of house 
16 I s the house rented ( s t a t e the monthly r e n t ) or p r i v a t e l y - o w n e d 7 

17 I s the migrant i n an independent household or i s i t s h a r e d 7 

18 Does the house have s p e c i a l amenities such as e l e c t r i c i t y , 
water, good v e n t i l a t i o n 7 

19 E d u c a t i o n a l l e v e l 
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