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1. Myth: A l l  .children born in  the United States  of Japanese .parents a r e  dual 
c i t izens,  and owe a l l eg iance  to  Japan. 

Fact: Children. born i n  'the United 'States' of a l i e n  fathers  from almost 
every country i n  the world,. outside of South and Central America', a r e  d u a l  
c i t i z e n s ,  a t  l e a s t  un t i l  t h e y  become of age, I n  the great  majority Of 

cases, they remain dual c i t izens fo r  l i f e  unless they renounce allegiance 
t o  one country or the other. 
ci t izenship.  f o r  some children born of Japanese parents in. the .United 
S ta t e s  b e f o r e  the war w a s  not a t  a l l  unique and w a s ,  i n  f a c t ,  f a r  more 
l i be ra l  than the nat ional i ty  l a w  of Germany. and many other nations. 

The Japanese l a w  which resul ted i n  dual 

D u a l  ci t izenship a r i s e s  ..because countries apply d i f fe ren t  t e s t s  'of 
J u s  sanguinis holds that a chi ld  acquires the ci t izenship cit izenship.  

of h i s - f a t h e r  regardless of where he is born; Jus sol i  holds t h a t  he 
acquires t h e  c i t i zensh ip  o f  t h e  country of his  b i r th .  Consequently, 
every ch i ld  born in the .United S ta tes  (which holds. to the doctrine of 
jus Soli as well as j u s  sanguinis i n  a modified form) i s  a dual c i t i zen  
i f  his  fa ther  i s  a c i t i zen  of a country that adheres t o  the doctrine of 
us sanguinis. Every American-born chi ld  of an a l i e n  fa ther  from any 

Country i n  Europe is a t  b i r t h  a dual c i t izen ,  and i n  the majority Of 
instances he r e t a ins - the  dual status u n t i l  he renounces his foreign 
cit izenship.  
a dual c i t i z e n  f o r  l i f e ,  unless he renounces allegiance t o  China a f t e r  
his  twentieth birthday and has lega l  capacity under clearance l aw.  
(See A Comparative Study of Laws Relating t o  Nationali ty a t  B i r t h  and 
Loss of Nationality, by Duward V. Sandifer, American Journal of In te r -  
nat ional  Law, Vol. 29, p. 248 e t  seq.; A Collection of Nationali ty Laws, 

Every American-born ch i ld  of an  a l i e n  Chinese fa ther  is 

by Flournoy and Hudson, 1929. ) 

The 'nat ional i ty  laws o f  Germany and I t a ly  should b e  o f  par t icu lar  
i n t e re s t  -- more especially those of Germany. 
claimed the loyalty of a l l  persons of German descent throughout the 

world,  and have constantly maintained a l ega l  theory upon which such a 
claim could be based. 
a German father, regardless of the country of his birth,  is ,a German 
c i t izen ;  and under a decree of Apri l  19, 1937, every man of German 
parentage i s  subject  t o  conscription in to  the German army, regardless 
of where he is  born or where he i s  l iving.  
or who have naturalized i n  a foreign country, are not excepted by the 
decree. 

The Nazi leaders have 

According t o  German law, the  every ch i ld  born of 

Persons who have expatriated,  

It was even possible, under the German l a w  e f fec t ive  before 1937 f o r  
a person who had acquired American cit izenship by natural izat ion t o  be a 
German c i t i zen  as well, for the law provided that "cit izenship is not 
l o s t  by one who before acquiring foreign ci t izenship has acquired o n  
application the wri t ten consent of competent au thor i t ies  i n  his  home 
s t a t e  t o  retain h i s  cit izenship.".  (A Collection of Nationali ty Laws, by 
Flournoy and Hudson , p . 310. ) 

Under the I t a l i a n  law, every chi ld  born in the k i t e d  States  of an  
I t a l i a n  fa ther  is an I t a l i a n  ci t izen,  and he r e t a ins  dual c i t izenship f o r  
l i f e  unless he, renounces his I t a l i a n  ci t izenship a f t e r  coming of age. 
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t h e  I t a l i a n  army; "except a s  regards 
Collection of Nationality Laws, 

The magnitude of  the population 
i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  may be judged 
1940 which shows that 314,105 German 'aliens and 690,551 I t a l i a n  aliena 

nese  were enumerated in t h e  Census. The number of German and ' I ta l ian  
a l iens .  would have been greatly m u l t i p l i e d ,  of course , if' the 

d e n i e d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  n a t u r a l i z e .  

of German and I t a l i a n  dual c i t izens  
referr ing to  t h e  U . S .  Census f o r  

were then l iv ing  in this country By cont ras t ,  o n l y  47,307 a l i e n  Japa- 

n born of Japanese he United State; 
were claimed a Japan.. This l a w  was rad ica l ly  changed, 
ever, by an  Imperial  Ordinance ,  effective December 1, 
that  no child born of Japanese 'parents i n  the United S ta tes  (and cer ta in  
other countries) was t o  be claimed as. a .  c i t i z e n  o f  J a p a n  u n l e s s  t h e  chi ld 's  
f a t h e r ,  o r .  l ega l  r e  
within fourteen days 
ship was expressed at the same time (Former. Ambassador' Grew in Hearings 
before a  Subcommittee of the Committee on M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  United States  

t i v e ,  regis tered the: b i r t h  at a Japanese consulate 
unless the i n t e n t i o n  to r e t a in .  Japanese c i t izen-  

Senate, 78th Congress, 1st. S e s s i o n  on S. 444, p.116.) 

A comparison of nationality Laws shows that Japan-tias almost i n  a  c lass  
policy of relinquishing t h e  ci t izenship of 
the United S ta tes ,  unless the children 

Dua l  status This l i b e r a l i z a t i o n  of the 

by i t s e l f  before the war 
children born 'of its 
were regis tered to .  pre 
Japanese law resulted l a r g e l y  from the pressure of Japanese Americans 
who d e s i r e d  t o  f r e e  themselves of any lega l  obligation t o  the 

. , ,  . .  '].- : : : ; ' ! , . .  
. .  . . . . . . . .  .. .<:.,.... 

G o v e r n m e n t .  
“The Japanese American 

Associations o n  t h e  Pacif ic  Coas t  and i n  
government several  times in 1 9 1 9 - 2 1  Hawaii memorialized the 

'changes i n  the l a w ,  thus showing a genuine. i n t e re s t  in the problem,," 
, by E. K. Strong, p.141. 

ed i n  f u l l  in The Real Japanese Ques- 
part it reads a s  fol lows:  

States, and who have been educated in the schools of that country. We wish 
to '  be considered ci t izens of the country in  which we a re  now l i v i n g  and t o  
show that  men of Japanese ancestry can  be as loya l  t o  the country of their  
adoption as men of other ancestry residing therein. .  . The question of dual 
cit izenship and the cri t icisms which have been made against  American-born 
Japanese have caused u s  t o  f e e l  that some leg is la t ion  should be passed by 
the country of our  ancestors.  t h a t  w i l l  f r e e  u s  of any obligation t o  it, 
and allow those  of us who .have. loca ted  wi th in  the United S t a t e s  w i t h  the 
purpose and intention of remaining and interest ing ourselves in the affairs 
of t ha t  c o u n t r y  t o  s h o w  that we can be, good and loyal  citizens 
country of our adoption f u l l y  pe t i t i on  t h a t  a t  
session of the Japanese law be enacted, whereby 
Japanese descent can select ci t izenship 'without r e  
law, a n d  having once made such decision, can remain c i t izens  of  t ha t  
country without any question of dual a l legiance." .  {The Real Japanese 

“We are  all men of Japanese parentage, born on the s o i l  o f  t h e  United 

Question, b y  k. K. Kawakami, p , . 1 8 6 - 7 . )  
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2. 

Even a f t e r  the became effective many Japanese 
Americans were s t i l l  unsatisfied, 
relaxations i n  the law. As la te  as January 1941, 30,000 Japanese Americans 
i n  Hawaii, petitioned Secretary of S ta te  Cordell H u l l  t o  seek a Way i n  which 
they could more easi ly  expatriate themselves from Japan. 
brought a l e t t e r  from Lieut. General C. D. Herron, commanding the Hawaiian 
Department o f  t h e  U.S. Army, in which he said: "In the willingness of the 
younger Japanese t o  sign t h i s  p e t i t  and in t h e i r  loyal and eager compli- 
ance with the draft as i n  the attitude of the older 'generation i n  accepting 
the new (Selective Service) order ' f o r  t h e i r  children,. there is complete 
refutation of the suspicions of t h e i r  l o y a l t y . "  (Japanese American Review, 

The Imperial Ordinance of 1924 permitted children born i n  t h e  United 

continued t o  pe t i t ion  f o r  fur ther  

This action 

Jan.. 25, 1941, p.6.) 

States before 1924 of a l i en  Japanese fathers t o  renounce t h e i r  Japanese 
citizenship, and i n  t h e  n e x t  s i x  y e a r s  according t o  a census taken i n .  
1930, approximately 40 per cent of the Nisei born before 1924 had made 
formal renunciations. 
only unless they had been registered at Japanese consulates, about two- 
thirds  were American cit izens only. 
held American Citizenship only, and 22,027 (mainly i n  the older group) were 
dual c i t lzens .  

O f  the younger children, who were Amerlcan ci t izens 

O f  the t o t a l  Nisei, population, 24,263 

by Edward K. Strong, 
P.142) 

Thls census was taken under the' auspices of the Japanese government 
It can hardly be supposed, with any reasonable application of reason, that 
the persons questioned i n  the census would have falsified t h e i r  answers t o  
favor the United States .  
admitted it, 'presumably, without hesitation. 

Those who held Japanese cit izenship would have 

Investlgations by the War Relocation Authority indicate t h a t  the per- 
centage of Japanese dual cit izens has been much reduced since 1930. 
regis t ra t ion conducted a t  the centers i n  February, 1943, many of  t h e  c i t i z e n  
regis t rants  reported ' that  they had renounced the i r  Japanese cit izenship since 
1930, and few of the 'number born since 1942 Were reported t o  have been 
registered a t  Japanese consulates. 

Myth: 

In  the 

The re l ig ion  o f  the Japanese, no matter where they l ive,  binds them 

The Japanese i n  the United S ta tes  have two major re l ig ions :  

t o  the' Emperor., They all' have Shinto shrines i n  t h e i r  homes. 

Fact: 
Christianity 

Buddhism 
Shintoism among American Japanese , is a minority sec t .  

Buddhlsm, which i s  t h e  predominant re l ig ion  of the Orien t  was i n -  
troduced into Japan from Korea about the Sixth Century A .  D: In  Japan, 
It i o  divided into eight major sects  which a r e  i n  turn, subdivided into 
almost innumerable lesser  groups, each with s l igh t ly  different  r i t e s  and 
bel iefs .  There is  no evidence that Buddhism, i n  any o f  i t s  forms, is i n  
any way connected with Emperor ,worship. 

are  three major kinds of Shintoism. 
t ively unorganized, centers around o ld  native bel iefs '  i n  gods of the house- 
hold, f i e lds ,  and wayside. 
divided into sec t s ,  often includes a  b e l i e f  i n  f a i t h  hea l ing  

Shintoism, on the other hand; Is the  native re l ig ion  of Japan. There 
The most popular kind, which is rela- 

Tho second kind, which is well organized and 
The th i rd  
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comparatively recent development . in Japanese 'history,  i s  the creed which 
has given. rise t o  t h e  accusation tha t  all the Japanese a re  Emperor wor- 

shippers. I 

The wide difference between the older Shinto bel iefs  (Sectarian 
Shin to)  and State  Shintoism i s  emphasized i n  .G. B. Sansom's authoritative 
book, ent i t led  Japan - A Short Cultural History, published by the Century 
Company i n  1931. "It is important," Sansom sags (p.53), "to distinguish 
from the t radi t ional  boky of popular belief and observance the i n s t i t u - ,  
t i ona l  re l igion which was fostered by the rul ing classes .  The former is 
a s imple  r i tual ism based on an animistic creed and t inctured w i t h  magic, 
the l a t t e r  an organized and elaborate cu l t  closely bound up with the 
po l i t i ca l  system,''. 

h i s t s  and Shintoists i n  the United S ta tes ,  owing par t ly  t o  the fac t  tha t  
t he  r e l ig ion  of the common people of Japan is  often a combination of 

Buddhisn for tho sake of his s 
guide him in  his d a i l y  affairs 

There are no sat isfactory figures on the number of Japanese Budd- 

Buddhism' and Sectarian ( n o t  State S h i n t o i s m .  The common man believes' in 
the Shinto gods t o  protect and 

The charge tha t  all Japanese in the United States ,  or even t h a t  any 
considerable number of them, have 'Shinto shrines i n  t h e i r  homes is  a pure 

s no substance a t  all except i n  the minds of the 

3.  Myth: Japanese language schools were maintained i n  many communities on 
t h e  West Coast; before the w a r  t o  inculcate American-born Japanese with 

the National ideals o f  t h e  Japanese Imperial Government. 

Fact:  This charge is not supported ,by the s tud ies  conducted by various 
American educator8 before the war to determine the purpose and :effect of 
the Japanese-language schools,. Dr. E. K. Strong of Stanford University, 
who superivsed the most intensive study ever made of second-generation 
Japanese. Americans, under a $40,000 grant f r o m  the Carnegie Corporation 
i n  1929, arr ived a t  the conclusion tha t  these schools were making a 
Valuable contribution t o  American community l i f e ,  
'are from his  book. 
by the Stanford ,University Press in 1934. 

The following extracts  
"The Second-Generation Japanese Problem, “ published 

"Many non-English-speaking people who have come t o  America have 
established private schools where t h e i r  children may learn the parents '  
native language and some of the history, t radi t ions,  and customs of 
t h e i r  native land. The Japanese have been no exception t o  t h i s  practice." 
(p.201 ) 

"Some knowledge of Japanese appears desirable f o r  a l l  the second 
generat ion. . .  Such f a c i l i t y  is  needed i n  order t o  insure proper morale 
within the family and the Japanese group. It is t h i s  re la t ionship which 
is seemingly so largely responsible-for the low r a t e  of juvenile delin- 
quency.” (p.205. NOTE:. 

d e l i n q u e n c y  rate  of any r a c i a l  o r  nat ional i ty  group on the West Coast 
before the war. Ibld,  p.175 e t  seq.) 

The 'Japanese Americans had the lowest juvenile 

\ 

12-030-pk-bu 



work of the' Japanese-language schools should b e  c o n t i n u e d  

Quotations from other authors : 

"...These schools are  not intended t o  perpetuate the...moral concepts 
of Japan.: 
i n  them t o  be adversely c r i t i c i zed .  than i n  the parochial schools attended 
by so many children of South and East European immigrants ." 

They are  supplementary schools, and a t  worst there is  much less 

(The ,Japanese Problem in. the, United States', by Prof. H.A. M i l l i s ,  
pp.265-66.) 

“The strongest objection which has been ra i sed  in  t h i s  country 
towards the language schools of the Japanese has been t h a t  they fos t e r  
anti-American ideas. This accusation is without basis  ." Sociology and 
Social  Research, Jan. - Feb 1933, p.,259.) 

"Similar schools have. been conducted by the Chinese; and a l so  by the 
Germans and many other na t iona l i t i es  i n  the form of parochial schools. 
Japanese schools a re  merely supplementary t o  t h e  public schools and not a 
subs t i tu te  f o r  them as a r e  the parochial schools .” 

The 

(Orientals i n  American 
Life , .  by Albert W. Palmer, 1934, p .  5 1 . )  

A be t t e r  proof o t  t h e  f a l s i t y  of the charge i s  the f a c t ,  that the 
Army and Navy have recruited hundreds of graduates o f  t h e  Japanese-language 
schools t o  ac t  as  in te rpre te rs  a n d  teachers of the language. The reloca- 
t i on  centers have been combed for them, and the supply has never equalled 
the demand. 

Many of the crecui ts  are now serving in the  Pacif ic  Theatre of w a r ,  
and wherever they have .been assigned, they have. established an outstand- 
ing record o f  l o y a l t y  and devotion t o  duty. 

4. Myth: I t  w a s  a common practice among families of Japanese o r i g i n  t o  send 
t h e i r  children t o  school in  Japan ,  where they were t ra ined f o r  espionage 
and sabotage. 

Fact: Prof. E. K. Strung of Stanford University, who supervised the most 
thoroughgoing s c i e n t i f i c  s tudy  ever made of the Japanese Americans before 
'the war, wrote i n  1934. 

"The United States-born have received t h e i r  education primarily i n  
t h i s  country.... The f a c t  that only 13 per cent of  the second generation 
have received pa r t  o r  a l l  of t h e i r  schooling i n  Japan., coupled with the 
f a c t  that t h i s  preference f o r  Japanese culture is  gradually dying out, 
tends t o  disprove the contention that ' large numbers of Japanese children .... re turn  [from Japan] a t  a l a t e r  date loyal  and idea l  Japanese cit izens. ' ,  " 
(The Second-Generation Japanese Problem, p.188). 

were evacuated t o  relocation centers, showed that 72.7 per  cent -of them 
had never been t o  Japan. 

A s t u d y  of a l l  American-born c i t izens  of Japanese descent, who 

Another 14.4 per cent, though they had v i s i t e d  
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I-.-- 

These figures c lear ly  show t h a t  t h e  practice of sending, ch i ldren  
t o  Japan for  schooling had almost ceased before the 'outbreak O f  the war. 

Of t h e  total number of re locat ion center residents'  who' had studied 
i n  japan f o r  th ree  years  on more, 2 6 . 8  pe r  cent were 40 years of age, o r  

o l d e r ,  Their Japanese schooling had been received before the m i l i t a r y  
clique gained power by assassinating and otherwise overpowering. the l i b e r a l  
leaders who prevailed i n  the Japanese government pr ior  to 1930: 

The study fur ther  r e v e a l s  t h a t  many young men returned t o  America 
t o  avoid service in the' Japanese army , and that:, many .are  now serv ing  with 
the Army of  the United States in a l l  theaters  .from Burma and the Phi l ip-  

Italy and  the, Western Front. 

support the charge t h a t  American-born Japanese have ' a ided the 
enemy, the rumor has been circulated that Japanese  airmen, forced down 
i n  Hawaii during the a t tack  on Pearl  Harbor, were found wearing Hawaiian 
high school. r ings and carrying Honolulu s t r e e t  car  tokens This rumor  
was checked by Robert J. Casey  of the Chicago D a i l y  News, who arr ived i n  
Honolulu one week a f t e r  the a t tack .  
charge :of a l l  enemy wounded, who had examined some eight  corpses taken 
from tho plane weckage. 
"I've heard that story.  
s t r e e t  car  tokens. 
None .wore .any jewelry. 

He interviewed the Navy surgeon i n  

According t o  Casey's report ,  the surgeon said,  
B u t  I never saw any rings. I never saw any 

None of the p i lo t s  had much of anything i n  h i s  pockets, 
Only one' had a watch. 

5 .  Myth: The Japanese in  California de l ibera te ly  concen t r a t ed  in  ' s t ra teg ic  
' a reas  t o  be near Important mi l i ta ry  ins ta l la t ions .  

t a ry  ins ta l la t ions  when the war. began, had !been s e t t l e d  i n  the same 
l o c a l i t i e s  long 'before they 'became mil i tary s i t e s .  

"...The main geographic pat tern of Japanese population was f ixed 
many years ago with reference t o  economic, soc ia l  and s o i l  conditions. 
Limited occupational ou t le t s  and soc ia l  pressures encouraged t h e i r  con- 
centration near t h e i r  i n i t i a l  points of entry on the Pac i f ic  Coast. That 
these points may now bo near cer ta in  s t ra teg ic  m i l i t a r y  and indus t r ia l  

Fact: .The vast  of the Japanese who near important mili- 

areas is no proof of a diaboi ical  purpose o n  the part of Japanese Ameri- 
cans:" (U.S. Supreme Cour t  Just ice  Murphy, i n  Korematsu vs. the United 
States ,  p.19.)  

They concentrated around the peripheries of large c i t i e s .  t o  be near 
markets. f o r  t h e i r  truck crops, along main highways where they could 
operate vegetable stands , and i n  the v ic in i ty  of ,vegetable-packing plants.  
(See. Prejudice, by Carey McWilliams, p.84.) 

The statement has often been made to  suppor t  the charge 
s e t t l e d  purposefully in, s t ra teg ic  areas  , that approximately 72 per cent of 
the California ,Japanese l i v e d  i n  seven counties: Los Angeles, Sacramento, 
San Francisco, Alameda, Fresno, San Joaquin,  a n d  San ta  Clara... Those who 
have used the statement have usually f a i l ed ,  however, t o  a d d  tha t .  more 
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same counties.. 

I n  1940, these seven counties were inhabited by more t h a n  75 per  
cent of t h e  foreign-born Germans i n  the  S ta te ,  and 79 per cent of t he  
German aliens: I n  the  same counties l ived 68 per  cent of t h e  foreign- 
born Italians, and 67 per cent of the Italian aliens 

Two communities are frequent ly  c i t ed  t o  support t h e  a l l ega t ion  t h a t  
t h e  Japanese chose important m i l i t a r y  si tes f o r  colonizat ion:  (1) Terminal 
Island, and (2) the  San Francisco-Oakland bay region. 

The settlement of Japanese fishermen on Terminal Island began i n  
1901 and increased u n t i l  1907 when it was r a the r  abruptly halted by t h e  
"Gentlemen's Agreement." Thereafter, t h e  colony grew mainly a s  a r e s u l t  
of t he  immigration of the parents, wives, and minor ch i ldren  of t h e  
fishermen already there .  By 1917, it had arr ived close t o  i ts  maximun 
development, 
mi l i t a ry  s ignif icance t o  the  island, were not es tabl ished un t i l  long 
afterward. 

Roosevelt Naval Base and Reeves Field,  which have given 

The t o t a l  population of foreign-born Japanese i n  t h e  San Francisco- 
Oakland metropolitan d i s t r i c t  i n  1940 was 4,676, 
24,387 foreign-born Germans and 42,861 foreign-born I t a l i a n s .  

I n  the  same area l ived  

6 .  Myth: There is no way t o  d is t inguish  loya l  Japanese Americans from t h e  
dis loyal .  Even those who profess loya l ty  may be sec re t ly  d is loya l .  

Fact:  There is no way t o  d is t inguish  the  loya l ty  of any person, regard- 
less of ancestry,  except by h i s  words and deeds. Unquestionably loya l  
words sometimes mask d i s loya l  hear t s .  
notorious German Bund leader who was sentenced t o  f i f t e e n  years' in p r i son  
f o r  obtaining mi l i t a ry  inf'ormation for Germany and Japan  s tou t ly  pro- .  
claimed h i s  loyal ty  t o  the  United S t a t e s .  
American," he declared, r e fe r r ing  t o  the  Bund. 
Bund i s  t o  make b e t t e r  Americans of those of German blood.'' 
by John Roy Carlson, p.46. ) W l l l i a m  Dudley Pelley, equally notorious 
leader of t h e  S i l v e r  S h i r t s  who was a l so  sentenced t o  f i f t e e n  years i n  
prison, consls tent ly  maintained t h a t  he was hear t  and soul f o r  America. 

Gerhard W i l l i a m  Kunze, t he  

'We're one hurdred per  cent 
"The only purpose of t h e  

(Under Cover, 

John S. Farnsworth, who received a four  year sentence f o r  giving 
a id  t o  Japan, was a former Lieutenant Commander i n  the United S ta t e s  Navy. 
(Betrayal from the  East, by Alan Hynd, pp.62, 91.) Harry Thomas Thompson, 
sentenced t o  f i f t e e n  years ,  was a former yeoman i n  the  United S ta t e s  Navy, 
( Ibid ,  pp.51, 86,) Ralph Townsend,, a l so  convicted, was a former American 
consular o f f i c i a l .  (Under Cover, pp.413, 414.) Joseph H i l t i n  Smyth, 
sentenced t o  seven years, was a sc ion  of an old Puri tan family of Plymouth, 
Mass. (Betrayal from the  Eas t ,  pp.246,255.) Mrs. Valvalee Dickinson, 
sentenced t o  t e n  years, had been born, ra ised,  and educated i n  Cal i fornia .  
(N.Y. Times, Ju ly  29, Aug. 15, 1944. ) These persons were a l l  convicted 
of giving a id  t o  Japan. 
Grey Matheson, David Ryder, Frederick Vincent W i l l i a m s ,  and Arthur Clifford 
Read. A l l  had posed as good Americans before they were convicted. None of 
these names has a Japanese or ig in .  There i s  no comparable case involving 
any person of Japanese descent, 

Others convicted of t he  same offense were Walker 
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serve t w o  to six 

him a serious offender. 
declared t h a t  a f t e r  l i s t en ing  t o  a l l  the evidence, he "did not  believe 
'that the defendants had any in ten t  to harm the  United S ta tes  or help the  
German goverment ."  (Denver post,  Aug. 11, 1944.) The only other  con- 
victions have been in  cases involving the National Select ive Service law,  
o r  testing cons t i tu t iona l i ty  the evacuation mi l i ta ry  curfew and 
ordere 

In the latter case,  Federal Judge J. Foster  Symes 

O n  ' tho hand, thousands 'of Japanese American boys have proved other 
t he i r '  loyal ty  to tho United States  by se rv ing  aga ins t  this enemy in every 
t h e a t e r  o f  w a r ,  and no unit i n  the Army of t he  United S ta tes  has won higher 
praise  than the 100th Infantry B a t t a l i o n  composed almost entirely of 
Americana of Japanese descent. The 442nd Cornbct Regiment of Japanese 
Americans which joined the  100 Bat ta l ion on the battle front 1944 has also s e t  a remarkable record f o r  excel lent  performance 
g a l l a n t r y  in action. In March, 1945, the War Department 
a t o t a l  of 17,600 Japanese Americans had been inducted into 
the  United S ta tes ,  other  thousands of Japanese Americans t h e i r  
loyal ty  by Bonds, giving blood t o  the Red Cross, salvaging 

June 

scrap iron and paper, and helping t o  save vital wartime crops. 
t 

7. Myth: A ,  largo percentage of the people in the re loca t ion  centers have 
refused to swear allegiance t o  the United S t a t e s  

Fact: 
A r m y  conducted a Joint r eg i s t r a t ion  at * 

volved asking every res ident ,  eighteen years of age or older,  t o  cnswor a 
series of questions . 
follows:' 
A m e r i c a  foreswear any form of allegiance o r  obedience t o  the  Japanese 
Emperor o r  any other foreign government power or o r g a n i z a t i o n  

It was recognized that tho question could not be worded i n  the same 
manner for the a l i e n s  who are complledd to remain a l i ens  by o u r  n a t u r a l -  
i za t ion  laws, without asking them t o  become men without a country.. There- 

swear to abide by the 
would in  any way 

In Fedruary and March 1943, the War R e l o c a t i o n  A u t o r i t y  and the  
r e loca t ion  centers, which in-  

Question No, 28 was phrased f o r  the c i t izens-  as 
"Will you swear unqualified allegiance t o  the United S ta t e s  of 

it was worded follows: 
of .United S ta tes  and t o  no ac t ion  

with the  war e f f o r t  of tho United S ta tes?"  in t e r f e re  

tho other ,  '87 per  cent answered it with an unqual i f ied “yes” 

In re loca t ion  contora had embittered many of  t he  people and made them 

“Will you 

Of' t he  74,466 persons who rep l ied  t o  the  questiontion one form o r  

The experiences of evacuat ion  loss of p rope r ty  and severa l  months 
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Japanese Americans. 284,652 



yesterday . 
Leyte, 
volunteered f a  give him blood transfusions ... 
* 
I&W QUINEA ADMIRALTY ISLANDS LEYTE MANILA 

of the first 26 Nisei t o  be sent t o  t h i s  theater,  Ernie has been overseas 
f o r  26 months ... He has been through the New Guinea, Admiralty Islands 
and Leyte campaigns. “ (Los Angeles, , March 5 ,  1945.) 

SAIPAN 
“With THE UNITED STATES 3rd FLEET IN THE PACIFIC . . .  I’m reminded of 

one [ Japanese American ] named Kubo, a sergeant i n  the Army of the United. 

breaking and incredible days while the Americans were trying t o  round up 
Jap civilianis, 'when Jubo roved his Americanism. “ (Milwaukee Journal, 

"Hachiya, attached t o  t h e ,  7th Division, w a s  wounded fatally 
He died January 3 a f t e r  most of the Dec. '30,. 

"He had served through t he  Kwajalein and Eniwetok invasions 
(Washington Star ,  Feb. 16, 1945. ) 

MANILA .... Ernie is  a Japanese, a Nisei born i n  Los Angeles ..l One 

States who served on Saipan.. There came a t i m e  i n  those c r u e l  heart-. 

BURMA 

In  the United States  A r m y  and some in t h i s  Theater, 
was f o r  a long time a 
not p u b l i c i z e d  there 
of capture by the enemy, which for the Nisei would mean no picnic. 

fightinig Niseis grew to t h e  stature of heroes .” 

"Ten thousand american-born children of Japanese immigrants f i g h t  now 
Their presence In CBI 

For their own  protection they w e r e  Military secret 
ys was and still always will b e  the poss ib i l i ty  

"Under the v e i l  of protective secrecy, however, stubborn, ,sturdy 

(C.B.I. Roundup, a weekly newspaper of 

ed by -and f o r  t h e  men i n  China, Burma 
'United S ta tes  Army Forces, publish- 

BOUGAINVILLE, SOLOMON ISLANDS 
"The Soldier ' s  Medal i s  o Master Sgt. Susumu Toyado for 

heroism and bravery near Torokina, Boagainville, Br i t i sh  Solomon Islands, 
on June 29, 1944," 

SOUTH PACIFIC I -  

the U.S. A r m y ,  who have been serving with Marine detachments 
Pacific islands ... 
soldiers and. We real ized tho r i s k s  t h e y  a r e  exposed to,  i n  event they are 

a n d  India, S e p t .  14, 1944. ) 

(Extract from War Department c i ta t ion.  ) 

"These Japanese ar Americans - ' American-born Nisei and soldiers i n  

"'They have the respect of the Marines because they a re  good American 

I captured by the' enemy, sa id  L t .  Newell ...” 
(Chicago Dai ly  News, April  19, 1944; i n t e r -  
view with Marine Lieutenant Robert J. 
Newell.) 

ATTU, ALEUTIAN ISLANDS 
"Japanese soldiers of American bir th ,  addition t o  f ight ing Nazis 
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inst Nipponese. soldiers  Pacif ic .  t h e a t e r  

"Sergt. Kunihiro Nakao, a .  Japanese American' formerly of Sacramento, 
of war, it was disclosed Wednesday. 

Calif. ,... arrived a t  the war relocation center. a t  Heart Mountain as  a 
veteran of  hand-to-hand combat a t  A t t u . "  (Denver Post Oct.  13,  1943. 

.~.  . .  NEW GUINEA 

March 19, while on ac t ive  d u t y  i n  t h e  Army. 

1944. ) 

"T/3 Ken Omura, Seattle-born Japanese, was dr 
“ 

(Seat t le  Poet- 

;'; . , . ,  

10. Myth: After the war began, not a s ingle  Japanese American gave informa- 
t i o n  against  any member of h i s  r a c e  t o  t h e  United S ta tes  Intel l igence 

Facts: This charge has been refuted many times b y  authorities 
possession of the fac ts .  
(p.152 e t  seq. ) contains 'various references. t o  t he  a s s i s t ance .  given by 
Japanese Americans t o  the FBI, Naval  Intel l igence,  and Mi l i ta ry  I n t e l l i -  
gence. 
Dr. Galen Fisher in the Christian Century of August 18, 1943, P.937. 

agencies . 
The Fourth Interim Report of the 

The t r u t h  about the charge is w e l l  presented in a statement by 

"It has been loosely charged that the Nisei have. n o t  a i d e d  t h e  
authori t ies  i n  discovering. dangerous Japanese residents .  The f a l s i t y  of- 
these ' al legat ions have been proved by intel l igence ' off icers  both, in Hawaii 
and on the ma in land  as well  as by. informed civilians . It i s  t r u e  t h a t  
the great majority of the Nisei did n o t  g i v e  such a i d ,  a n d  t h e  same could 
presumably be said of German-Americans. The chief reason i s  "that '  most Of 

some of the intel l igence 
1942; one wrote me: 

“I personally 
received continual a 
tached t o  each, and 
United States  i n  obtaining information regarding d is loya l  and suspicious 
Japanese, There a r e  innumerable cases that I could give YOU. 

t h e m  had no information t o  give, any more than most white c i t izens  .... Let 
lves . .  On August 10, 

‘ “ 

: 

"Many of the Nisei v o l u n t a  
s ive  information to t h i s  ( intell igence. .  agency) and o t h e r  governmental 
agencies . Japanese consular staff , Central Japanese Aasocia- 
t ion,  and others known t o  be. sympathetic to Japanese did not them- : 
selves trust tho Nisei, “ 

(An anoymous in t e l l i gence  o f f i ce r  i n  Harper's Magazine 
Oct. 1942..). 

On the highest au thor i ty  I was assured t h a t  the contrary was 
"Common gossip out here was that not one  Japanese had  informed on 

another. 
t r u e ,  a n d  that m a n y  patriotic Japanese have turned i n  suspects of their 
own race and even of t h e i r  own families." 

(Joseph D r i s c o l l  i n  t h e  N. Y. Herald-Tribune, Jan. 31, 1943.) 
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the  roads, signaled the attackers,  and engaged i n  numerous other a c t i v i t i e s  : 
t o  a s s i s t  tho enemy and hamper the defenders. 

Fact: 
December 7, nor have there been any reported to the police department 
since tha t  date. 
Harbor road from Pearl. Harbor t o  Honolulu shortly a f t e r  bombing s t a r t ed  
w i t h  several  officers on duty there. 
of  t r a f f i c  during December 7 or following that date by unauthorized 
persona. 

(Cablegram f r o m  Honolulu Chief of Police Gabrielson t o  Tolan 

"There were no ac ts  of  sabotage i n  the c i ty  and county of Honolulu 

Police department had charge of t r a f f i c  on Pear l  

There was no doliberate blocking 

Committee, March 14, 1942.) 

"There have been no known ac t s  of sabotage, espionage or f i f t h  

(Col, Kendall J. Fielder, Chief of Military Intell igence,  Hawaiian 
Department; the Christian Century, Aug; 18, 1943, p.937) 

column a c t i v i t y  commltted by the Japanese in Hawaii e i the r  on or subse- 
quent t o  December 7, 1941." 

"Mr. John Edgar Hoover, Director of the Federal Bureau of Investi-  
gation,, has informed me that there was no sabotage committed there ( i n  
Hawaii) p r ior  t o  December 7, on December 7, o r  subsequent t o  t ha t  time." 

(Assistant Attorney-General Rowe , April 20, 1942; Tolan Committee, 
Fourth Interim Report, p.49). 

' I  

The War Department has received no information of sabotage com- 

(Hon. Henry L. Stimson, Secretary of War, March 30, 1942; Tolan 
Committee, Fourth Interim Report, p 48). 

mitted by Japanese during the a t tack  on Pearl Harbor." 

"Where were the Japanese on tha t  Sunday (December 7 ) ,  i f  they Were 
not  sabotaging? Hundreds of them were act ively helping defend the t e r -  
r i t o ry ,  as  members of the Oahu Citizens Defense Committee. 
truck drivers, they rushed t o  the i r  assembly points, str ipped t h e i r  
delivery trucks of thelr  contents, inserted frames prepared t o  hold 
four stretchers,  and Went tearing out t o  Pearl  Harbor t o  take the 
wounded t o  hospitals. Some of these Japanese got there so promptly 
tha t  t h e i r  trucks were h i t  by f lying shrapnel o r  machinegun bul le t s  
from the road-strafing Jap planes. .The presence of the Japanese 
drivers and the i r  scarred and pock-marked trucks undoubtedly gave 
rise t o  the rumor t ha t  guns had been employed t o  c lear  tho highway 
of Japs who, were blocking tho road t o  Pearl Harbor." 

Volunteer 

(Nelson Pringle, CBS broadcastor, Oct. 5 ,  *1942.) 



of Japanese ancestry 
to be disloyal and dan- 

Fact: 
D e p a r t m e n t  in  l i f t ing the  W e s t  C o a s t  e x c l u s i o n  o rde r s ,  o n  J a n u a r y  2 ,  1 9 4 5 ,  

This charge is most effectively answered by the act ion of the War 

the great majority of the evacuees to return to their homes 
further  investigation or hinderance of any kind. 

the reasons which made mass evacuation appear t o  be a military necessity 
in ear ly  1942, t h e  r e s c i n d i n g  o f  t h e  exc lus ion  orders  is  in  d isputab le  
evidence that Department; after careful study, arrived at the 
conclusion that small number of the evacuees were questionable from 

Regardless of 

13. Myth: The Japanese race is fundamentally dishonest 
a l l y  untrustworthy . 

~- Fact: 
tensive s t u d y ,  supe rv i sed  by Dr. E. 
logy, t o  ascer ta in  the  educational and occupational opportunities offered 
t o  American cit izens of O r i e n t a l  races.” T h i s  s t u d y  w a s  f i n a n c e d  b y  a  
$40,000 grant from the Carnegie Corporation of ,  New York and i t  i n c l u d e d  
the only thorough, s c i en t i f i c  investigation ever made i the honesty of 
the Japanese i n  Cal i forn ia .  The conclusion drawn from study reads a s  ' 
follows: 

In  1933, Stanford University Press Published the resul ts  of an ex- K. Strong, Jr., Professor of 'Psycho- 

"As far as these resu l t s  go they give no, warrant f o r  claiming 
that the Japanese a s  a class are more dishonest than Americans. There a re  
undoubtedly rascals i n  both groups. The most extreme conclusion which 
could be based on these data would be t o  claim two o r  three per cent 
more dishonest Japanese than Americans, on tho ground that poor c red i t  

Adaptability is an important possibly the most 
i n  earning a l iving.  
quency-crime and honesty i n d i c a t e  t h a t  the Japanese are superior I n  t h i s  
r e spec t  to many immigran t  groups who have come to this country." (Ibid, 

The two rough measures o f  it, i n  terms of d e l i n -  

P.177). 



14. 

The experience of W R A  officials, who  have interviewed Japanese 
A m e r i c a n s  o n  m a t t e r s  r e l a t i n g  t o  l o y a i t y  a n d  w h o  h a v e  s tud ied  the r e -  
sults o f  t h e  I n t e r v i e w s ,  has i n d i c a t e d  t h a t ,  instead o f  being dishonest 
and secret ive,  they are  surprisingly frank and naive. 
from them regarding visits t o  J a p a n ,  d u a l  c i t i zensh ip ,  a n d  former employ- 
ment, t a l l i e d  almost in every instance with information col lected by t h e .  
F.B.I. and Army and Navy intelligence agencies. 

Informtion obtained 

' 

Myth: 
that  of  other Americans. .They multiply at an alarming r a t e .  

Fact: 
Americans i n  e v e r y  s t a t e  o n  the W e s t  Coas t  w a s  lower  than  the bir th  rate 
of the ,general population, including people of all ancestries. 

The birth rate of the Japanese in Americans much higher than 

The US. Census, 1940, shows t ha t  t h e  b i r t h  rate a m o n g  J a p a n e s e  

I .  Birth r a t e  of t o t a l  Bir th  rate among  
Japanese Americans" population, 'all ancestr ies .  

California. .15.8 per thousand, ,.,....!.......,.,.. 16.1 per thousand Oregon l5.5 p e r  t h o u s a n d  16.4 per thousand Washington ...... 11.7 per  thousand 16.2 per thousand 

can bir ths  has  b e e n  dec reas ing  steadily s ince  1 9 2 0 .  
Census figures show, fur ther ,  t h a t  the number of Japanese Ameri- 

Number of "births 'Number of b i r ths  Number of b i r th s  
In 1920 in 1930 in 1940 

California. 5,032 2,224 1,480 
Oregon 219 75 63 
Washington 1,160 171 375 

"Their b i r t h  ra te  during the past decade has been insuff ic ient  t o  
balance mortali ty and emigration.." (Tolan Fourth Interim Report, p.91.) 

15.  Myth: 
l i f e ,  
culture . 
Fact: 
r e s u l t  of c e r t a i n  s o c i a l  conditions and laws of the American general 
public. 
susceptible t o  integration i n  o u r  society if g iven  the  opportunity." 
(U.S. Supreme Cour t  Just ice  Murphy, i n  Korematsuvs.the United S ta tes ,  

The Japanese cannot be Americanized o r  ass imi la ted  in to  American 
They c o n g r e g a t e  in "Li t t le .  Tokyos" t o  preserve the i r  Japanese 

"To the  extent that assimilation is a problem, it is largely the 

Studies demonstrate t h a t  persons of Japanese descent are - readi ly  

p.18.1) 

"The word a s s i m l a t i o n ’  has two meanings," as David S ta r r  Jordan, 
Pres ident  of Stanford University, pointed out a t  the hearings of 
the U.S. Immigration Committee i n  1924,--" interbreeding and the 



I 

comprehension of p o l i t i c a l  a n d  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s . ”  There, has been very 
l i t t le i n t e r m a r r i a g e  between the  Japanese and Caucasians in the  w e s t e r n  
s t a t e s ;  as a m a t t e r  of fact, i n  three of t h e  s t a t e s  w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  m a i n -  
ly concentrated (Arizona, California, and Washington), it has been pro- 
h i b i t e d  b y  l a w .  I n  t h e  ” c o m p r e h e n s i o n  o f  political and social conditions, 
however, Dr. Jordan stated that ”the young Japanese are more readily assimi- 
lated than people of several E u r o p e a n  races.” 
gration Comittee,  U.S. Senate, 68th Congress, F i r s t  Session, P. 60). 

(Hearings before  the Immi- 

This point view had been strongly supported some years e a r l i e r ,  
by the  Immigration Commission a p p o i n t e d  in 1907 to ” m a k e  fu l l  inquiry, 
examination, and investigation...  . into the subject of immigration.” 
posed of three senators, three representatives, and three laymen appointed 
by the Pres ident ,  the  Commission published its findings in 42 Volumes. 
Volume 25, published i n  1911, i s  enti t led,  Japanese and Other Immigran t  
Races i n  the Pacif ic  Coast  and Rocky Mountain States. 

Com- 

“...When compared with other races employed in similar kinds of 
labor in the  same industry,” the report stated (P, 149), ”the Japanese 
s h o w  relatively rapid p rogres s  in  acqui r ing  a  speak ing  k n o w l e d g e  of  
English. T h e i r  a d v a n c e  h a s  b e e n  m u c h  more rapid than that of the 
and Mexicans, who show little interest in ’American’ institutions. 
t h e i r  f i r s t  f i v e  years of residence a greater proportion have learned to 
s p e a k  English than most of t h e  South a n d  E a s t  European races ... T h e  p r o -  
gress of the Japanese is due to their great eagerness to learn, which has 
o v e r c o m e  m o r e  obstacles than h a v e  been encoun te red  b y  most of the  o ther  
races obstacles of race prejudice, of segregation, and of wide differences 
i n  language, 

More recent confirmation of the same viewpoint is contained in 
Dr. Edward K. Strong’s book, entitled ”The Second-Generation Japanese 
Problem," based on an e x t e n s i v e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  subject under a $ 4 0 , 0 0 0  
grant from t h e  Carnegie Corporation. T h i s  book was published i n  1934. 

D r .  Strong s t a t e s  that authorities agree, almost without exception, 
that second - and cer ta in ly  third-generation J a p a n e s e  have the mental quali- 
t i c s  necessary for cu l tura l  assimilation. He, too, ”agrees with most 
author i t ies  tha t  the  Japanese have the necessary capacity." 
hand, he s t a t e s  t h a t  ”cultured assimilation is never accomplished by any 
first generation.” (P. 27.) 

On the other 

Many other immigrant people, l imited i n  a b i l i t y  to  speak the 
English language, have  congrega ted  in  separate  communities . 
Cleveland Detroit,  Chicago, and other c i t i e s  have had -- and  still 
have  t o  some extent -- colonies of I t a l i ans ,  Poles, Russians, a n d  o ther  
na t iona l i t i e s .  The m i d w e s t  h a s  h a d  i ts  rura l  settlements o f  S c a n d i n a v i a n s  
and Germans. 
customs they understood, and for economic reasons. 

comed in other communities.  

New York, 

They  gathered together to have  ne ighbors  whose  language  and  

in f luenced  the  co lon iza t ion  o f  the J a p a n e s e ,  who were frequently not wel- 
These reasons, a l so  
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A t  the time of the evacuation, i n  1942, the "Little Tokyos” on the 
West Coast were already on the wane.. According t o  Carey McWilliams 
( P r e j u d i c e ,  p . 8 3 ) ,  " A s  t h e  N i s e i  r e a c h e d  m a t u r i t y ,  t h e r e  was a s ign i f i -  
c a n t  trend away from Little Tokyo. In 1928 one observer reported t h a t  
i n  Los Angeles, there we 
s tores ,  74 f l o r i s t  shops 
i n g  e s t ab l i shmen t s  which had most of their dealings with non-Japanese 

203 Japanese-operated f r u i t  stands, 292 grocery 
69 nurseries,  108 restaurants,  and 68 dry-clean- 

c u s t o m r s .  
s teady expansion out o f  L i t t l e  Tokyo.” 

Over a period of  years  there  w a s  unques t ionably  a slow b u t  

A similar trend was noted by Young and 
p . 7 2 )  i n  a  careful s tudy  conducted i n  Br i t i sh  Columbia. .In Vancouver, 
the authors s t a t e ,  " ' the Japanese  are  found i n  commercial enterprises I n  
s ignif icant  numbers not only in  t h e i r  own areas of settlement where, 
Incidentally, they cater  t o  Whites as w e l l  a s  Japanese, b u t  a lso t o  a 
remarkable extent a l l  over the c i t y  where t h e i r  only customers are whites." 

Another statement i n  the same book (p.145), which was published 
i n  1938 "under the auspices of The Canadian National Committee f o r  Mental 
Hygiene and  T h e  C a n a d i a n  Ins t i t u t e  of In t e r  
tionably as true of the conditions that pre 

second generation of the Japanese Canadians, i n  sp i t e  of what t h e i r  c r i t i c s  
may say t o  the contrary and i n  spite of what t h e i r  parents may do t o  have it 
otherwise, a r e  no more Japanese than t h e i r  parents are Canadian They live 
i n  our houses, wear our  clothes, e a t  our food, a t tend our schools, speak 
our language, read 'our books, join our churches, go t o  o u r  movies, play 
o u r  sports,  sing our songs, and salute our flags. 
t h i n g s  and since they are  human and therefore a re  affected by the experience, 
it is a denial of t h e  o b v i o u s  to i g n o r e  the f a c t  t h a t  they a re  in  the process 

onal Affairs “, is  unques-- 
ed on the West Coast of 

the United States  as  it was of the conditions i n  British Columbia: "The 

Since they do these 

of becoming Canadian." 

Competent observers on the reception of Nisei i n  Japan have remarked 
on the i r  lack of welcome there ,  and on t h e i r  failure t o  adjust  themselves 
t o  Oriental l i fe .  
p.99-100; The Japanese Canadians, p. 146.) 

(See The Rising Sun of  Japan, by Randau and Zugsmith, 

The Americanization of the Nisei i s  especially evident i n  t h e i r  

"Although they come from an economic leve l  appreciably lower than 

school achievements. They are eager for education. 

that o f  the white A m e r i c a n  s tudents ,  a much h ighe r  pe rcen tage  o f  t h e m  
at tend the universit ies and colleges," (Christendom, Vol. VII, No.2, 
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The Japanese immigrants take 
Presented by educational institutions to an extent probably unsurpassed 

advantage of the opportunities 

b y  a n d  o the r  i m m i g r a n t  g r o u p  ...” (The Japanese Canadians, p. 132.) 

have won good citizenship awards, scholarships, and Many of them 
scholastic honors; they have been elected t o  c lass  offices and 

important p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  s t u d e n t  b o d i e s ;  t h e y  have starred in American 

most conclusiveproof, however is the remarkable 
record of the 442nd Regimental Combat T e a m ,  which rescued the "Lost ' 

Battalion” in France, and has s e t  a record of ga l lan t ry  unsurpassed by 
any other unit in the Army of the United Sta t e s .  (See Nisei i n  Uniform.) 

16. Myth: The presence 
dard of living 
i n  hovels. 

o f  Japanese w o r k e r s  in any community lowers the s t a n -  
since they work for lower wages and a re  content t o  l ive 

Fact: The living standard of any people, regardless of race or  ances try ,  
i s  determined, in a large measure, by their opportunities t o  make a decent 
l iv ing .  T h e  F o u r t h  Interim Report of the Tolan C o m m i t t e e  ( p p . 6 2 t o 7 2 )  
c l e a r l y  shows tha t  t h e  J a p a n e s e  in California were constantly s t r i v i n g  t o  
o v e r c o m e  the  many handicaps that forced them, when t h e y  f i rs t  a r r ived  a s  
i m m i g r a n t s ,  t o  accept low wages or starve. 

ful supply of other 

preter ;  they were opposed by labor unions ... Most of the Japanese who did 
not become d o m e s t i c  worked in the railroads, in  canneries, lumber mills, 
mines, farms, and various c i t y  trades." After 1909, however, the number 
of Japanese in nomadic, low-paying employment began to decrease, owing 
t o  their inclination, the Rolan Report states, ”to s h i f t  t o  o c c u p a t i o n s  
which o f f e r e d  a  l e s s  n o m a d i c  e x i s t e n c e ,  g r e a t e r  p ro f i t ,  o r  i n d e p e n d e n t  

“ M a n y  o f  t h e  J a p a n e s e  gradually l e f t  the industries 
into  which they had originally been dispersed. in search of higher 
e a r n i n g s ,  m o r e  satisfactory living cond i t ions ,  a n d  occupat ions to which 
t h e y  w e r e  b e t t e r  a d a p t e d  b y  n a t u r a l  b e n t  and experience, they tended to 
seek the level which they had enjoyed in their native land." (p.64.) 

C o a s t  Japanese were constantly striving to raise t h e  w a g e  s c a l e  in the 
industr ies  that employed them: 

"Very few Japenese 'were em- 
p l o y e d  a s  skilled workers in factories or workshops; there was a p l e n t i -  

to understand English r equ i r ed  their  w o r k i n g  in  g r o u p s  u n d e r  a n  inter-  
i m m i g r a n t s  t o  fi l l  s u c h  pos i t i on ;  the i r  i nab i l i t y  

status.” 
-_- 

M a n y  authoritative references may be c i t e d  to show tha t  t h e  West, 

“... The Japanese club secretaries, camp managers, and bosses be- 
c a m e  s u c c e s s f u l  ba rga ine r s ,  a u t h o r i z e d  to  s p e a k  fo r  the whole body of 
m e n  they represented, familiar with prevailing wage rates in t h e  region 
and f o r  the par t icular  crop. Under the i r  direct ion,  through s t r ikes  and 
b o y c o t t s ,  particuparly at harvest time, the Japanese were able to secure 
wage increases until their rates equaled and surpassed those of  white 
w o r k o r s . ”  (Tolan Report, p. 67 ) 

"They ( the  Japanese )  h a v e  reduced the workday from 12 t o  11 hours 
, . .  . ~. I. . .  . .  . .  . . .  - .  . . .  .. 
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A s  they obtained be t t e r  incomes which enabled them t o  acquire a few 
dol la rs  more than necessary t o  finance a bare existence, 'they sought bet-  
ter homes and better opportunities for their children. 

"Most of the Japanese families are of course l i v ing  i n  homes b u i l t  
f o r  them as tenants o r  laborers and these are usually no b e t t e r  than those 
erected elsewhere t o  serve the, same purpose. 
h o m e s  are built ..,:' (The Japanese Problem in  the United S ta tes  (1915), 

With land: ownership, b e t t e r  

by H. A. Mlllies, p.164.) 

"...As the  Japanese got  ahead and could afford to  do so, he a l s o  
moderated h i s  habi t s  of excessive t o i l ;  
l i t t l e  b u n g a l o w ,  g a v e  h i s  children music  lessons 

If he owned land, he b u i l t  a 
planned ' t o  .send them 

t o  college. 

"The writer has i n  h i s  possession two very in te res t ing  and contrast-  
lng snap-shots which he took i n  the summer of 1933. 
inhabited by a Japanese fami ly  a t  o n e  end and used a s  a barn a t  t h e  o t h e r ,  
with a vegetable and packing room between. 
a t t r a c t i v e  modern bungalow, which had a well-kept garden and a gold-fish 
pond, and, behind it, a large well-painted fruit-packing house: The two 
pictures rep resen t  two stages o f  Japanese development. The first is where they 

One i s  a rough shack 

The second picture  shows an 

began and the second is where they wish t o  go." ' (Orientals i n  American 
L i f e  by Albert W. Palmer, pp.55-56.) 

"That t h e  standard of l i v ing  of the Japanese will a t  l e a s t  equal 
that of the  White groups i n  a c o m p a r a t i v e l y  short time' is indicated by 
t h e  rapid p r o g r e s s  a l r e a d y  m a d e  by t h e  J a p a n e s e . . .  The remarkable advance 
of the standard of l i v ing  of the group since the beginning of the century... 
is evidenced by the standard of l i v ing  of the Japanese at  the  present 
time,.. There is conclusive evidence of economic and soc ia l  progress on 
t h e  p a r t  of the Japanese. (The Japanese Canadians, pp.79,80,81.) 

I .  

17. Myth: Japanese Americana a re  m a i n l y  stoop laborers  and  domest ic  workers. 

Fact:  
fourteen years of agea6e o r  older, i n  California,  Oregon, and Washington. 
There were 8,307 paid farm laborers,  who were probably employed, f o r  the 
most p a r t ,  i n  stoop labor jobs i n  the vegetable and small fruit industr ies .  

The farm operators and managers, who may have been engaged i n  some 
s t o o p  labor b u t  who were 
o f '  o t h e r  races, numbered 7,001. 
three states. 

The 1940 Census reported 43,691 paid workers of  Japanese descent 

primarily in t h e  s a m e  classification with farmers 
There were 3,541 domestic w o r k e r s  in the 

On the other  hand, 5 , 5 1 2  persons w e r e  e m p l o y e d  in c le r ica l ,  sales, 
and kindred occupations. There were 5,491 proprietors,  managers, and 
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officials of business enterprises; 3,517 operatives and kindred workers i n  
various types o f  industries; a n d  1 , 1 5 7  professional w o r k e r s .  T h e y  w e r e  
engaged. in  the  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  l u m b e r ,  furniture, p a p e r ,  c h e m i c a l s ,  p e t r o l -  
eum and coal  products, leather goods, iron a n d  steel, m a c h i n e r y  and m a n y  
other ar t ic les  o f  c o m m e r c e .  Nearly 5,000 were employed i n  food and dairy 
products s tores;  1,478 worked a t  laundering cleaning, and dyeing; 1,335 
worked. i n  h o t e l s  a n d  lodging houses. 

the p a i d  w o r k e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  b o t h  I s se i  a n d  Ni se i ,  were e m p l o y e d  in  a wide range of occupations not classified as either farm labor or domestic work. 
Immigrants from Japan ,  before they  became adjusted t o  l i f e  i n  

America, were employed almost e x c l u s i v e l y  a s  low-grade laborers  and menials. 
A s  they became acquainted with American ways, however, they sought  t o  in-  
prove their economic position. Probably no o ther  g r o u p  of  immigrants, 
confronted  wi th  so many obstacles .at the o u t s e t ,  has 
of the Japanese i n  adapting themselves to t h e  wide Scope of 

In other words, census figures show that nearly three-quarters of 

and commerce. 
,' , , : ' , I . .  

. . . .  .i 

L 

. . .  . ~ , . I  , , , _ . ,  I ; , ' . .  ' t . . " : ' . :  
18. Myth: American fa rmers  o f  E u r o p e a n  descent c a n  not compete with f a rmers  o f  

Japaneae descent.  Wherever the Japanese congregate, the Caucasian farmers 

o f  the U.S. Immigration Commission, the Tolan Report, a n d  
references state that the Japanese Americans e n -  
growing crops that were not extensively grown by Causcasian 

farmers. N o  r e a l  c o m p e t i t i o n  c o u l d  e x i s t  u n d e r  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s .  T h e r e  
i s  a l s o  p l e n t i f u l  p r o o f  t h a t ,  i n  t h o s e  areas where the Japanese A m e r i c a n s  ..';e 
were ch ief ly  congrega ted  they were p ionee r s  i n  farming v i rg in  l a n d ;  or 
land t h a t  was not wanted by Caucasian farmers. 

: 

“Nearly a l l  o f  t h e  J a p a n e s e  f a r m i n g  i s  o f  t h e  i n t e n s i v e  t y p e ,  r e -  
quiring much  care and  handwork.  It i s  o f  t h e  k i n d  t h e  m a r k e t  p l a c e s  a  
premium upon. b u t  w h i c h  t h e  o r d i n a r y  A m e r i c a n  f a r m e r  i s  s l o w  to engage in.” 
(The Japanese Problem in  the United States ,  by Prof. H. A. Mills, pp. 89- 
90.) '  

“ T h e r e  c a n  b e  no doubt t h a t  t h e  extensive leasing by them ( the 
Japanese)  about  Newcastle and in  a few other l o c a l i t i e s  has caused prospec- 
t i v e  s e t t l e r s  t o  l o c a t e  e l s e w h e r e ,  a n d  t h e  w h i t e  population i n  s o m e  n e i g h -  
b o r h o o d s  h a s  a c t u a l l y  d i m i n i s h e d  . . .  B u t  i t  should be n o t e d  i n  this c o n -  
n e c t i o n  t h a t  i n  some communities much of the land leased was reclaimed and 
reduced t o  cu l t iva t ion  by Japanese, o r  was first devoted t o  Intensive 
farming by them... The ins t ances  w h e r e  the  p r i ces  rea l ized  f o r  crops have 
been adversely affected as a resu l t  of Japanese competition are compara- 
t i v e l y  few.  
t h a t  productively used in t he  community, it has generally been devoted t o  
g rowing  crops  not  ex tens ive ly  grown by white farmers." 
Immigration Commission, P a r t  25, Vol. 1, pp.86-87.) 

As a matter of fact, where their acreage has been added t o  

(Report of U.S. 



Utah; Colorado, and Idaho, ber r ies  and .vegetables. i n  Washington and Oregon, 
and in Cal i fornia  varied intensive crops -- vegetables, berries,  dec iduous  
fruits, grapes,  melons, and hops. The spec ia l i za t ion  of J a p a n e s e  f a r m e r s  
was extreme.” (Tolan 

"The concentration (in the ,  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  v e g e t a b l e s ,  be r r i e s ,  and 
small fruits) resu l ted  from a t r ia l -and-error  experimentation with other  
types of agriculture. . .  By 1930, they ( the Japanese) had abandoned almost 
e v e r y  o t h e r  t y p e  o f  agriculture. Experience had shown that they could not 

Valley, i n  the extreme southeastern p a r t  of the s t a t e ;  in the mountain f r u i t  
c e n t e r  o f  Placer County; and in the strawberry f i e lds ,  and the p o t a t o ,  celery, 

w h i c h  lies in the exact center of the state. L e t  us be very blunt in this 
context a n d  say that in the Imperial Valley and the Delta country the Japan- 
ese never displaced white men, f o r  white men would not work there;  and i n  

onion, and asparagus d i s t r i c t s  roughly embraced i n  t h e  term t h e  Delta 

in Oregon 
t rue  

“No small part 
has been 'taken wild’ 
i n  the vicinity of Hood River. , . ."  (The Japanese P r o b l e m  in the United 
S ta t e s  By H .  A .  M l l i s ,  p . , 9 8 . )  

: 

"Much of Iand (farmed by  the Japanese i n  Washington) has been 
taken as l e f t  by the timbermen, the stumps removed, and reduced t o  cul t iva-  
t ion by the Japanese tenants. They have do t o  develop the a g r i c u l -  
tural p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of these communit'iea more undoubtedly than any 'o ther  
race has shown a n  i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  pp.91-2.) 

..I 

: 

M y t h :  The farming methods of the Japanese ru in  the s o i l  and cause the land 

Fact :  
Japanese Problem in the United S t a t e s " ,  is frequently c i t ed  as an authori ta-  
t i v e  study i n  the report o f  t h e  T o l a n  C o m m i t t e e .  M i l l i s  s t a t e s  

t o  d e p r e c i a t e  i n  v a l u e .  
This  charge is denied by  Prof. H.A. Millis, whose  book,  ”The 



"The complaint the Japanese 'skin' the  land and ruin the or- 
chards is frequently heard . Most o f  t h e  Japanese are tenants, and tenant 
farming i s  l i k e l y  t o  have such Results. No case can be made against the 
Japanese as aga ins t  o the r  tenants, however. On the contrary, while one  
F i n d s  ra ther  numerous i n s t a n c e s  i n  which the landowners have b e e n  dissatis- 

the Japanese are good farmers and give ra ther  more than less in t e re s t  than 
i s  u s u a l  a m o n g  tenants  to  the care a n d  conservation of the propert ies  leased 
by them,, A t  Sacramento.., the president of one large fruit-shipping firm 
and the t r e a s u r e r  of another said that the Japanese were among the most 
careful and painstaking orchardists.  A t  Fresno, a prominent American t o l d  
me t h a t  he w o u l d  rather lease h i s  Vineyards t o  Japanese than t o  farmers of 
h i s  own race because they  took b e t t e r  care of them. The charge t h a t  the 

f i ed  with the Japanese tenants they have had, the general  opinion i s  t h a t  

to release trucks and farm machinery fo r  the  use of other  farmers who des- 
perately needed such equipment. 

Fact: Very l i t t l e  of the  farm equipment owned by the Japanese Americans w a s  
By far t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  of it was e i the r  

sold o r  leased t o  t h e  tenants who took o v e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of the farms a f t e r  
the owners departed.. On M a y  8,  1942 ,  t he  Farm Security-Administration, which 
had charge o f  the disposal  of evacuee-owned f a r m  property, reported t h a t  
sa t i s fac tory  disposals had been made of the machinery on a l l  but  thir teen 

farms i n  Exclusion Area No.1. It was t h e  policy of the FSA t o  hold the 
machinery on the  land t o  the extent t h a t  it was needed t o  keep the 'land i n  
operation. 

'Typical of the grossly exaggerated s t o r i e s  t h a t  have been spread on 

, l e f t  i d l e  when they were evacuated; 

the West Coast i s  one reported to the WRA by an implement dealer i n  Sacramento, 
who s t a t e d  t h a t  more than 200 f a r m  tractors, owned by Japanese Americans, 
were standing idle in s t o r a g e  i n  t h e  Sacramento Valley area, and tha t  he, 
himself, knew 3f approximately 50 idle t r ac to r s  i n  the c i t y  of Sacramento. 
A representative of the WRA immediately ca l led  upon the dealer, and asked 
him where the t r ac to r s  were s t o r e d  a n d  w h o  w a s  c u s t o d i a n  o f  t h e m .  As a re- 
sult t h e  d e a l e r  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  he knew of only four t rac tors ;  the rest of 
h i s  repor t  had been based o n  hearsay .  

On another occasion, Senator Sheridan Downey sent  t o  the WRA o f f i ce  
a copy of a telegram from the  Salinas,  Cal i fornia ,  Chamber of Commerce, which 
s t a t e d  t h a t  some 500 a r t i c l e s  of farm equipment, owned by evacuees, was 
s tored in  t h a t  vicini ty .  
ment w a s  e s s e n t i a l  if t h e  farmers of t ha t  community were t o  meet t h e i r  food 

Again, a WRA representative went Immedia t e ly  to  the  source  of the 
repor t  and sought the assistance of the Chamber of Commerce i n  checking the! 
accuracy of the information. Implement dealers  and many others who were 
presumed to have knowledge of the equipment were interviewed. 

The telegram declared t h a t  the use of the equip- 

production goals. 

This survey 

12-030-p21-bu 



roller, and a, land 
500) pieces of f a r m  
the erroneous infor- 

mation given t o  Senator Downey, i n  a  s e c o n d  t e l e g r a m  to  him, w h i c h  re -  
ceived only a f rac t ion  of the t o  t h e  f i r s t  

newspapers t h a t  some 33,000 The report  was published 
Japanese-owned automobiles were in storage and, consequently, t h a t  more 
than 100,000 t i r e s  were kept away from persons needing them. 
of the records i n  the motor vehicle departments i n  Washington, Oregon, Cali- 
fornia ,  and Arizona revealed tha t  only 32,977 motor vehicles were regis tered 
to Japanese owners before the evacuation; 18,522 of them had been sold 
t o  non-Japanese owners 3,379 were registered t o  owners whose names were 
not included i n  the evacuation l is ts  (probably voluntary evacuees who 
took the cars with them); 8 7 9  were Owned by Japanese outside of the exclu- 
sion areas; and 174 were owned by evacuees released from re loca t ion  centers .  

An  inspection 

Therefore, only 8,923 (not 33,000) vehicles were recorded as owned by 
people l iv ing  i n  t h e  r e l o c a t i o n  c e n t e r s .  Of t h i s  number, many had been 
l e f t  with d e a l e r s  t o  be sold o r  returned t o  dealers by purchasers who 
owned only  a small equity , in  them others had b e e n  s o l d  a n d  t h e  s a l e s  had 
not been recorded. 

These incidents reveal mythical character 'of the evidence used. 
evacuees, s tubbornly refused to s e l l  g r e a t  

quant i t ies  of i d l e  equipement. It should a l s o  be n o t e d  t h a t  a n y  reluctance 

t h e i r  land, and t r u c k s  and cars t o  be used i n  t h e i r  work. 

as a basis  f o r  charges t h a t  

on the pa r t  of the evacuees  to  pa r t  w i t h  such property would have had 
considerable jus t i f ica t ion .  
Coast homes, and when they returned they wanted machinery t o  cu l t i va t e  

! 

Many of them expected t o  re turn t o  t h e i r  West 

evacuees i n  the  r e loca t ion  centers have been pampered and cod- 
dled, while Americans imprisoned by Japan have received inhuman treatment. 

Fact: This charge, which provided the basis for an especially vicious c a m -  
paign against  the WRA i n  the" ear ly  p a r t  of 1943, was carefu l ly  inves t iga ted  
by Governor Maw of U t a h  H i s  comment, a f t e r  a personal  tour  of the 
Central Utah Relocation Center,. was reported i n  the S a l t  Lake City Tri- 
bune , o f  January 16, 1945, as i'ollows: 

"These Japanese a re  pioneering a  p r o j e c t  . . .  T h e y ' r e  n o t  l i v i n g -  
the l i f e  of Riley and they're not being pampered. It's not luxury when 
six p e r s o n s  o f  a  f a m i l y  l i v e  i n  a  s i n g l e  r o o m .  
thousands a r e  not get t ing more than  t h e i r  share of coffee, sugar, meat, 
o r  any other  commodity. 

I found t h a t  these 

The r a t i o n  regulations are  r ig id ly  adhered t o  
b y  the project  director’s  staff.” 

Every statement made t o  support the c h a r g e  t h a t  t h e  evacuees have 
been pampered has been proved t o  be untrue. 
Relocation Authority i s s u e d  a  memrandum r e f u t i n g  a  se r i e s  of accusations 
published by the Denver Post which was spearheading the at tack.  Typical 
of  the accusat ions w a s  a statement that  WRA had  stored at  Heart Mountain 

I n  April, 1943, the  War 

“enough food to supply the 10,300 Japs there for three years, seven months 

? 

;. and two weeks." 
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center, made two days a f t e r  the Post s t a t e -  
? revealed that  the food supply was suffi- 

c i en t  t o  last only s ix ty  days, which was the minimum period for safety.  

On July 17, 1945, the War Department and the W a r  Relocation Autho- 
r i t y  issued a Joint statement through the Director of W a r  Mobilization 
which read, in part, as follows: 
re locat ion centers) i s  produced by the evacuees themselves on government- 

"A portion of the food (used i n  the 

owned of government-leased land within the project  area; some perishable 
commodities are  purchased locally;  and prac t ica l ly  a l l  other food i s  
brought through the Quartermaster Depots of the Army. All rationing 
r e s t r i c t ions  applicable t o  the c iv i l ian  population a re  s t r i c t l y  followed 
and two meatless d z  are  observed each week... Beef served a t  the cen- 
t e r s  i s  th i rd  grade and  no fancy meats of any kind are  furnished. The 
cost of f e e d i n g  a t  the centers over the pas t  several  months has ranged 
from 34 t o  42 cents per person per day." 

The following description of a relocation center was wri t ten by a 
well-known author who investigated the pampering charges i n  the summer 
of 1943: 

"You may think you have gotten in to  an Army camp by mistake, f o r  
the barracks were b u i l t  according t o  Regular Army design and construction 
True, they were b u i l t  has t i l y  of green lumber which s p l i t  apar t .  The 
f loor  boards a r e  not close together... T h e  land is silt,  so when the dus t  
storms come, the dust seeps throngh the crevices in to  t h e  barracks... 

"The barracks a re  i n  blocks. The buildings have been divided in to  
‘apartments’, and about 260 men, women, and children l i v e  i n  an average 
block. The 'apartments' a r e  rooms twenty by twenty-five f e e t  i n  size,  
and famil ies  of from two t o  f ive  o r  more occupy each of them. In each 
block there  are two la t r ines ,  one f o r  the men, one f o r  the women; one 
laundry room, one ironing room, In each block there i s  a mess h a l l  -- 
f o r  food is  supplied by the government through the Amy Quartermaster 
Corps and ea t ing  i s  communal... 

"It Is not quite so g r i m  as it was i n  the beginning. The evacuees, 

The govern- 
young and old, hearty and frail,  had come from the moderate West Coast 
climate t o  this deser t  when the temperature was 120 degrees. 
ment had offered them t h e i r  room, cote, straw with which t o  make matt- 
resses,  and Army blankets. They had no furni ture .  They needed soap, 
broom, pa i l s ,  everything. Most of them had t o  make furn i ture  out of 
scraps of lumber l e f t  when the barracks were finished. After a while 
those who had furn i ture  a t  home got  some of it move here. Some got 
plyboard from a mail-order house and par t i t ioned t h e i r  apartments. 
Some blocks the men secured a i r  conditioners for the mess ha l l s .  The 
inevitable Japanese gardens began t o  bloom i n  window boxes and around 

I n  

the blocks and between them. Most of the comfort you see has been created 
by the Japanese themselves; it i s  not donated by the government.... A t  
be s t ,  t h i s  i s  not the lavish luxury i n  which many of us have heard that 
the W a r  Relocation Authority has pillowed the Japanese... 

"There is a swimning pool which is merely a wide place i n  the ditch.  
From the uproar..,, I had expected a marble pool with unbrella-shaded 
t ab le s  beside it and l iver ied  waiters serving champagne. But i t 's  only 
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