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Sourea information andrcfarences for nse of WRA staff members

th,' A1l children born in the United States of Japanese parents are dual
~citlzens, and owe allegianca to Japan.

Fact: Childran born in the United States of alien fathers from.almoat
every country in the world, outside of South and Central America, are dual
citizens, at least until they become of age. In the great majority of
cases, they remain dual citizens for life unless they renounce allegiance
to one country or the other. The Japanese law which resulted in dual
‘citizenship for some children born of Japanese parents in the United
Statea. before the war was not at all unigue and was, in fact, far more
1ibaral than the nationality law of Germany and many other nations.

Dual citizenship arises because countries apply different tests “of
citizenship. Jus sanguinis holds that a child acquires the citizenship
of his father regardless of where he 1s born; jus 8011 holds that he
acquirea the.citizenshlp of the country of his birth. Consequently,
every child born in the United States (which holds to the doctrine of
jus 8011 as well as jus sanguinis in a modified form) is a dual citizen
1f nis father is a citizen of a country that adheres to the doctrine of
jus sanguinis. Every American-born child of an allen father from any
country in Europe is at birth a dual citizen, and in the majority of .
instances he retains- the dual status until he renounces hls foreign
citizenship. Every American-born child of an alien Chinese father 1is
a dual citizen for 1life, unless he renounces alleglance to China after
his twentieth birthday and has legal capacity under clearance law.

(See A Comparative Study of Laws Relating to Nationality at Birth and
Logs of Nationality, by Durward V. Sandifer, American Journal of Inter-
national Iaw, Vol. 29, p. 248 et seq.; A Collecticn of Nationality lavs,

by FlournOJ and Hudson, 1929,)

The nationality laws of Germany and Italy should be- of particular
interest -- more especlally those of Germany. The Nazi leaders have
claimed the loyalty of all persons of German descent throughout the
world, and have constantly maintained a legal theory upon which such a
‘claim could be based. According to the German law, every child born of
a German father, regardless of the country of his birth, 1s a German
citizen; and under a decree of April 19, 1937, every man of German
parentage 18 subject to conscription into the German army, regardless
of where he 1s born or where he is living. Persons who have expatriated,
or who have naturaliZLd in a foreign country, are not excepted by the
decree. :

It was even possible, under the German law effective before 1937 for
a person who had acquired American citizenship by naturalization to be a
German cltizen as well, for the law provided that "citizenship is not
loat by one who before acquiring foreign citizenship has acquired on -
application the written consent of competent authorities in his home
state to rctain his citizenship.”" (A Collection of Nationality Laws, by
Flournoy and Hudson, p. 310.) : :

e seaa

Under the Italian law, every child born in the United States of an
Ttalian father is an Italian citizen, and he retalns dual citizenship for
life unless he, renounces hie Italian citizenship after coming of age.
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Moreover, oven filén’ he renohnces‘his Itallan 01t1zenship, he 1a 8till, - T
gubject to a call for gervice, in.the Italian army, "except as regards
facilitles. grented by’ special 1aws. (A Collection of Nationality Iaws,.

Po 3644 ) : : i

The magnitude of the populat;on of Germen and Ttalian dual citizens

- in:the United States may be Judged by referring to the U, S. Census for
1940 which shows that 314,105 German aliens and 690,551 Italian aliens

were then living in this country.. By contrast,:only 47,307 alien’ Japa-
nesei were? enumerated in the. Census. . 'The number of" German and’ T alian

aliens wolild have been’ greatly multiplied of course, if they,ﬂiike the
Japanese, Were denied the right to natnralize.uifr :

-

Befdre I92h all chlidren “born of Japaneee aliene in the United States
weredclaimed as citizens of Japan. This law waa radically’ changad how-
ever, by an Imperial Ordinance, ‘effective December :1; 192k ;"which dscreed
that no.ichild born of "Jepanede parents in the United States (and certain
other countries) was to be elaimed ag a citizen of: Japan-unless the child's
father,: or legal representetive, reglstered the: birth at a Japanese consulate
within' foirteeh days, and hnlegs the intention to. retain. Japanese citizen-
ship was eéxpressed at.ths Same time (Former- Ambessador Grew in Hearings
before ‘a Subcommittes ‘of the Committee on Military. Affalrs, United States
Senaze, 78th Congresslflst SessiOn, on S. Lhk, p. 116 ) - o

by itself before thb‘war 1n its policy of relinquishlng the citizenship of
children born of tts nﬂtionals dn the United Statcs, unless the children
were reglstercd to Drederve the dual gtatus. - This liberalizntion of the
Japanese . law resulted largoly from the pressure of Japanese Americans
-who . deeired to frce thomselves of any legal obligation to the Imperial
Government - .. -

"The Japanese Amerrcan Associations ort“the Pacific Coast and 1n
Hawa il memorialized.the Japenese*government geveral times in 1919-21 for
changes In the law, thus showing a genuine interest in the problem."”
(The Seccnd—Generation Jepanese Problem, by E. K.- Strong, p. lhl )

One of these Petitions is quoted in full in The Real Jepanese Ques—v
tion, by X, K Kewakami, P, 186 -7 In part, it reads ag fOllOWS :

"We are all men' of*: Japanese parentage, born on the soil of the United
Stateg, -and who ‘have been educated in the schools of that country We wish
to be considered citizens of the country in which we are now 1iving, and to
show that-men of Jepenese ancestry can be as loyal to the country of their
adoption as: men of other” ancestry residing therein... The question of dual
citizonship .and the criticiems which have been made against American-born
Japanese have caused us to feel that some legislation should be passed by
the country of our ancestors that will free us of any obligetion to it,
and allow those:of-us, who have lOCated within the United States ‘with the
purpose and 1ntention of remaiding and interesting ourselves in’ the affairs
of that country; td ghow that .We can. be good and loyal citizens- of thu
country of our'adoption.. We respectfully petition thatat’ the coming
gession of the Japanese Perliament -& -law be enacted; whereby those of
Japancse descent can: ‘geloct ‘tholr own ‘citizenship without restriction of
law, and, having once made such decision, can remain citizens of" that
gountry without any question of dual nllegiance." {The Real Japanecse
Question, by K, K. Kewakami, p.. 86 =T S i R
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Even after the Ordinﬂnce of l92h bocamc effectivc, many Japanese'g-
Ameyicans were gt11l unsatisfied Ehey continued to petition for further
relaxctiops’in the law,.. As iate ag Janpaxry,. 1941, .30, Q00 Japenesc Americans
in Hawaii, petitioned oecretary of State Cordell Hull to seek a way in which
they could more easily expatriate themselves from Japan, Thile action
brought a- letter from Lieut. General C, D. Herron, commanding the Hawaiian
Department of the U, S. Army, in which he said "In the willingness of the
younger Japanese to. sign this petitien and in their loyal and eager compli-
ance with the draft, as in the atTitade  oi the: older ‘gencration in accepting
the new (Selective Service) order for their children,- there 18" complete
refutation of the susoicions of their loyalty." (Japanese American RevieW,

' Jan 85, 191‘:-&) P 6 )

The Imperial Ordinance of l92h permitted children born in.the. Un*ted
States before 1924 of alien Japanese fathers to renounce their Japanese
citizenship, and in the next six years, according to a census taken in
1930, approximately 40 per cent of the Nisel born before 1924 had made

formal renunciations. Of the. younger children, who were American citizens

only unlesa tney had been registered at Japanese consulates, about two-
thirds were Amsrican citizens only. Of the total Nisei, population, 2k,263
held American citizenship only, and 22,027 (mainly in the older group) were
duai gitizens. (The Second Generation Japanese Problem, by Edward K. Strong,
p.l42 ‘ . i :

This census was taken under the auspices of the Japanese government
It can hardly be supposud, with any reasonable application-of reason, that
the persons questionod in the census would have fadiaifled their answers to
favor the United States. Those who -held Japanese c*tizenship would have
admitted it, presumably, without hesitation. :

Investigations by the War Relocation Authority indicate that the per-
centage of Japanese dual citlzens has been much reduced since 1930. In the
registration conducted at the centers in February, 19h3, many of the citizen
registrants reported that they had renounced their Japanese citizenship gince
1930, and féw of the number born since 192k Were reported to have been
registered at Japanese consulates.

THRIRHRHHAHN K
Myth: The religion of the Japanese, no matter where they live, binds then
to. the Emperor., They all have Shinto shrines in their homes. i

Fact: The Japancse in the United States have two major religions ‘éuddhism
and Christianity. Shintoiam, among American Japanese, 18 a minority sect.

Buddhlem, whigh 1@ the .predominant religion of the-Orlent, was.in-. ..-
.troduced into Japan from Korca, about. the Sixth Century, A. D. In Japan,
1t is divided into eight major sects which &re, in turn, subdivided into
almost innumerable lesser groups, each with slightly differcont rifes and
boliefs. There is no evidonce that Buddhism, in any of its forms, -is in
any way connected with Emperor worship, A .

Shintoism, on the other hand is the native religion of Japan There
are three major kinds of ‘Shintoism. The most popular kind, which is rela-
tively unorganized, centerg around old nat1Ve belicfs in gods of the house-
hold, ficlds, and wayside. Tho second kind, which ig well organized and .
divided into sects, often includes a bolief in faith hoaling. The third
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Kind 1s: State Shintoism, which fomters a belief:dn the divinity of the e
- Emperor and the purity of the ‘Japanese race., : This State Shintoism, a
comparativaly recent development in 'Japanese ‘history, is the creed which
has given rise tO'th@ accusation that all the ‘Japanese are Emperor ‘wor-

shipners.i.

%) The wide difference between the older Shinto. beliefs (Sectarian
- Shinto) and State Shintoism is emphasized in G. B, Sansom's authoritative
book,. ontitled Japan - A Short Cultural History, published by the Century
~Compeny in 1931, "It is important," Sansom says (p.53), "to distingulsh
from the traditiorial body of popular belief and observance the institu-
tional religlon which was fostered by. the ruling ¢lasses. The former is
a. simple nitnalism based on an animistic creed and tinctured with magic,
the latter .an organized and elaborate cult closely bound up with the
political 8ystem," A ;

gy
)

R There ore no satisfactory figures on the number of Japanese Budd—
hists and Shintoists 1in the United States, owing partly to the fact that
»-the religion of the common people of Japan:is often a combinatlion of
Buddhism nnd Sectarian (not State) Shintoism., The common man. believes in
- Buddhism for the sake of his soul, and in the Shinto gods to. nrotect and
guide him in his daily afﬁsirsi.m ot i e IR , é ;

.+ ..-The charge that all Japenese in the United States, or even that any
considerable nurber of them, have ‘Shinto shrines in their homes is a pure
fabrication which has no substance at all except in the minds ‘of the

psrsons who concocted it. pRadiAle
; g : *-x-*****-x-

L }; Myth: Japanese 1anguage schools were maintained in msny communities on
“‘the West Coast before the war to inculcate American-born Japanese with
the Nationel ideals of. the . Japanese Imperial Government. PREAT S

Fact~ :This chsrge is not supported by . the studies conducted by various
American educators before the war to. determine the purpose and ‘effect of
the Japanese-language schools,. Dr. E., K. Strong of Stanford University,
who supervised the most Intensive study ever made of second-generation:
.Japanese Americans, under a $40,000 grant from the Carnegie Corporation
in 1929, arrived at the conclusion that these schools were making a
valuable contribution to Americen community life. The following extracts
7 ‘are from his book. "The Second-Generation Japanese Problem," published
by the Stanford \University Press in 1934,

"Many non-English-speaking people who nave come to America have
egtaplished private schcols where their children may learn the parents'
native language and soms of the history, traditions, and customs of
?heir nagive land The Japanese have been no exception to this practice."

p. 201 R T i

"Some knowledge of Japanese appears desirable for all the second
generation,.. Such facility is needed in order to insure proper morale
within the family and the Japanese group. It 1s this relationship which

s seemingly so largely responsiblc for the low rate of juvenile delin- '

(. quency. ", (p. 205, NOTE: The Japenese Americans had the lowest juvenile

' delinguency rate of any racial or nationality group on the West Coast
before ths war. Ibid, D. 175 ety s0q. ) ‘

poee
\ : ot
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: “The work of the Japanese language schools should be continued "
(p. 205 L : e P :

Quotations from other authors

...These gchools are not intended to perpetuate the...moral concepts
of Japan.: They are supplementary schools, and at worst there 1s much less
in them to be adversely criticized than in.thagmroohidlsohools attended
'by g0 many children of South and East European 1mmigrants. :

(Eho ‘Japanesge Problem.in the United States, by Prof. H.A. Millis,
| pp.265-66.) -
i . DR R
"The strongest objection which has been raised in this country
towards the language schools of the Japanese hag been that they foster
anti-American ideas., This accusation is without basis." Sociology and

Sociol Research, Jan.-Feb., 1935, P. 259 ¥

s s ss a0

“Similar schools”have been conducted by the Chinese; and also by the
Gormans and many other nationalities in the form of parochial schools. The
Japanese schools are merely supplementary to.the public schools and not a
substitute for them as are the parochial schools." (Orientals in American

Life, by Albert W. Palmer, 1934, p. 51.)

A better proof ot the:falsity of the charge is the fact that the
Army and-Navy have recruited hundreds of graduates of the Japanesc-language
gchools to act as interpreters: ond teachers of the langudage. The reloca-
tion centers have been’ combed for them, and the supply has never equalled

the demond. *

Many of the crecuits are now serving in the Pacific Theatre of war,
and wherever they have been assigned, they have. establlshed an outstand-
ing record of loyalty and devotion to duty.

FHHHHHRINNN

Myth: It ﬁaé a common pfactice among familieg of Japanese origin to send
thelr children to school in Japan, where they were trained for espionage
and gabotage.

Fact Prof, E. K. Strong of Stanford University, who supervised the most
thoroughgoing gclentific study ever made of the Japanese Americans'before
‘the war, wrote in 1934,

"The United States-born have received their education primarily in
thie country.... The fact that only 13 per cent of the second generation
have received part or all of their schooling in Japan, coupled with the
fact that this preference for Japanege culture is gradually -dying out,
tends to disprove the contention that 'large numbers of Japanese children
. es.roturn ngom Japag7 at a later date loyal and ideal JapaneSe cit1zens' "
(The Socond- -Generation Japenese Problem, p. 188).

A WRA study of all American-born oltlzons of Japanese descant, who
were evacuated to relocation centers, showed that 72.7 per cenit of them
had never been to Japan. Another 14.4 per cent, though they had visited

é
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the Orient, had received no - achoeling there. Only 12, 2 per cent had T

attended school in Japan, for three years, ‘or more. (Note agreement with

Prof. Strongs" percentage ) : g '

|||||||||

Theee figurea clearly show that the practice of sending children
to Japan for schooling had almeet ceamed before the outbreak of the war.

- Of the total number of relocation center residents who had studied
in Japan for three years on more, 26.8 per cent were 4O years of age, or

'uolder, Their Japanese schooling had been received before the military‘

"clique gained power by assassinating and otherwise overpowering the liberal

leadera who prevailed in the Japanese government prior to" 19304

iy The study further reveale that many young men returned to America
to avoid service in the Japanese army, and that.many are now serving with
the Army of the United States in all theaters. from Burma, and the Philip-
pinee to Italy and the weetern Front.

To eupport the charge that American-born Japanese have ‘aided the
enemy, the rumor has been clrculated that Japanese airmen, forced down
in Hawali during the attack on Pearl Harbor, were fouqd wearing Hawaiian
high echool rings ‘and carrying Honolulu street car tohens. This rumoy
was checked by Robert J, Casey, of the Chicago Daily News, Wh@ arrived in
Honolulu one week after the attack., He interviewed the Navy aurgeon in

_charge of all enemy wounded, who had examined some eight corpsgs taken

from the plane wreckage. According to Casey' g report, the surgeon said,
"I've heard that story. But I never saw any rings. I never saw any
gtreet car tokens. None of the pilots had much of anything in his pockets,

None wore any jewelry. Only one had a watch s
.1'1 A T

- -
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'gy' : The Japanese in California deliberately eencentrated in strategic
‘areas to be near important military installations.

Fact: The vast majority of the Jananese who lived neer important mili- <
tary installations when the war began, had been gettled, 1n the same
localities long bofore they ' became military sites. '

",..The main geographic pattern of Japancse population was fixed
many yoears ago with reference to economic, social and soil conditiona. e
Limited occupational outlets and social pressures encouraged their con-
centration near their initial points of entry on the Pacific Coast. That
these points may now bo near certain strategic military and industrial
areae ia no proof of a diabolical purpose on the part of Japanese Aneri-
cans; (U. 8. Supreme .Court Justice Murphy, 1n Kbrematsu vS. the Uhited
Statee, p. 19.) : R _

They concentrated around the peripheries of large cities to be near
markets for their truck crops, along main highways where they could '
operate vegetable stands, and in the vicinity of vegetable-packing plants.

" (See Prejudice, by Carey McWilliams;, p. 8k.)

The statement has often been made to'support the charge that they
settled purposefully in strategic areas, that approximately 72'per cent of
the California Japanese lived' in seven countles: Los Angeles, Sacramento,
San Francisco, Alameda, Fresno, San Joaquin, and Santa Clara. Those who
have used the statement have usually failed, however, to add. that more
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than txro-thirds of the entire population of California lived in these
same count*es. , : \ ol

P

In 191}0 these seven counties were 1nhab1ted by more than 75 per
cent of the foreign-born Germans in the State, and 79 per cent of the
German aliers.” In the same counties lived 68 per cemt of the foreign- .
born Ttalians, and 67 per cent of the Italian aliens. :

Two communities are frequently cited to support the -allegation that o
the Japanese chose important military sites for colonization: (l) Terminal
Island, and (2) the San Francisco-Oaklard bay region.

. The gettlement of Japanese fishermen on Terminal Islarxl began in
1901 and ‘increesed umtil 1907 when it was rather abruptly halted by the -
"Gentlemen's Agreement." Thereafter, the colony grew mainly as a result
of the immigration of the parents, wives, ard miror children of the
fishermen already there. By 1917, it had arrived close to 1ts maximum
development, Roosevelt Naval Baese ard Reeves Field, which have given
military significance to the island were not established until long
afterward. : ° ; ;

The total population of foreign—born Japanese in the San Francisco-
Oeklamd metropolitan district in 1940 was 4,676, In the same area 1ived
2k, 387 foreign-rborn Germans and 42, 861 foreign-born Italiam. e i

****-)H(‘***

. Myth: There 1s no way to diétinguieh loyal Japanese Americans from the -
disloyal. Even those who profess loyalty may be secretly disloyal.

Fact: There is no way to distinpguish the loyalty of any person, regard-
Tess of ancestry, except by his words ard deeds. Uliquestionably, loyal
words sometimes mask disloyal hearts. Gerhard Williem Kunze, the
rotorious German Bund leader who was sentenced to fifteen years in prison
for obtaining military information for Germany ard Japan, stoutly pro-.
cleimed his loyalty to the United States. 'We're one hundred per cent
American,"” he declared, referring to the Burd. '"The only purpose of the
Burd is ‘to make better Americans of those of German blood." (Umnder Cover,
by John Roy Carlson, p.l46.) William Dudley Pelley, equally rotorious '
lcader of the Silver Shirts who was also sentenced to fifteen years in
prison, consistently maintained that he was heart amd soul for America,

John S, Farnsworth, who received a four year sentence for giving

aid to Japan, was & former Licutenant Commerder in the United States Navy.
(Botrayal from the East, by Alen Hynd, pp. 62, 91,) Harry Thomas Thompson,
scntonced to fifteen years, was & former yeoman in the United States Navy,
(Tbid, pp. 51, 86.) Ralph Townsend, also convicted, was & former American
consular official, (Under Cover, pp. 413, Llk.) Joseph Hiltin Smyth,
sentenced to scven years, was & scion of an old Puritan family of Plymouth,
Mass. (Bctrayal from the East, pp. 2146 255.) Mrs. Velvalce Dickinson,
scntenced to ten years, had been born, raised ard educated in California.
(N. Y. Times, July 29, Aug. 15, 1944.) These persons were all comvicted

of giving aid to Japan, Othcrs convicted of the same offense were Walker
Groy Mathcson, David Ryder, Frederick Vincent Williemg, ard Arthur Clifford
Reeod. 11 had poscd as good Americans before they were convicted. Nore of -
. these namcs has a Japanese origin, There ie no comparable case involving
any person of Japarese descent. - ' |
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In July, 19&2, gix months before the evacucos were gquestiongd regarding -
thelr loyaltics, Tsutomu Obana was scntenced to serve from twoS sto six
months for failing £ comply with the Woroign Agents chistration ‘Act; and’
in August, 194k, “thred Japanese Amoricen girls (the Shitora glaters) were
convicted of niding two German war prlsaners to escape in Colorpdo., The
light sentence given to Obana is evidénce that the court did not consider
him & serious offender. In the latter cage, Federal Judge J. Foster Symes
declured that, after listoning to all the evidence, he "did not believe

“that. the defendants had any intent to 'harm the United States or help the

German government." (Denver Post, Aug. 11, 1944.) The only other con-
victions have been 1n cascs involving the National Selective Service law,
or teeting tho constitutionality of 1-“.v ovacuation and military curfew

& et

On 'the other hand, thousands of praneee Amcrican boys have proved
their 1oya1ty to the United States by serving against the eénemy in every
theater of wur, 'and no unit in the Ariy of the United Statss kes won hlgher
proise than thé 100th Infantry Battalion, composed elmost enkiiely

- Americans of Japanese descent. The 442nd Combot Regimen® of ga*aﬂhse

Americans, which joined the 100 Battalion on the buttl’ ront iu June,
1944, bidalso set a'remarknble record for excellent poyirrms¥:
gallantry in action. "In March, 1945, the War Depar hn=n+ ra T e
a total of 17,600 Japanese Amoricans Lad been inductsy imto'the frmy. In
the United States, other thousands of Japanesc Amoricors have proved their
loyalty by buying Woar Bonds, giving blood to thc Red Cross, salvaging
gcrap iron and paper, and helping to save vital wartims crops. .

“"‘ ‘- i t. - Ve
: . HEWXHAN i e

Myth: A, large percentage of the Peopip in the relocatlon centers have.
refused to swear allegiance to the Uni %atus. : e

Fact: In February and March, l9h3;‘tnc Wax RolocationhAuthority and the
Army conducted a Jjoint registration at -h2 ¢location:centers, which in-
volved asking every resident, cighteen ycaria of itge:or older, to cnswer a
series of. quostions. Question No. 28 was. iphrased for the citizens:as

- follows: "w1ll.5ou swear ungualified allesmiance to the :United States of.

Amorica and foreawear any form of alleglanco’ or obedicnce to the Japunese
Enporor or any other foroign government:, - prcr, or organlzation°"
P
It was recognizod that the quesi’on could -ot be worded 1n tho same
manner for the aliens, who are compel.cd to romain alicns by our natural-
izatlon laws, without asking thom to become men without a country. There-

- fore, for.them it was worded as follows: "W1ll you swear to abido.by the

‘laws of'.the :United States and to take no action which would in anJ way

:‘interfare with the war effort of the United States?!

.

of tha Th ,466 persons who replicd to the quostlon\in one. form or
tho other, 87 per cent answered: it with an unqualified "yos g :

\

The experiencos of evacuation, Toss of property, and several months

in relocation centors had embittered rony of the people and made them
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~ Japanese Am@ficans...28h,852 BRIt b 1, - SG

highly suspicious of thc motives of trc Governmont. Many of them 8us-
pccted that the registration was some gort of o trick to.put them to -
further distress. This sentiment was«especially.evidentain-the gualified
onswers to Question No, 28 -- angwers such ag "Yos, if my civil rights
are restored”, "No, not until the Government recognizes my rights under
the Constitution.” 4 " peme o Ehomt MG R O

As the purposo of the procedure became better inderstood, many . -,

people who had answered “no” to Questlon No. 28, or-who had gqualified ... .o
their answers, oxpresscd a desire to change them. These changes Were
permitted, and on April 25, 194k (when the last tabulatlon was made ),

more than 90 per cent of all registrants -had answerod "yeg" to Question .
No. 28, without qualification, N A :

HHHHHHHK

Myth: Iess thon 2 per cent of the Japanecse American population of ‘the »
United States mainlend and Howailil hes been inducted into mil;taryvservice,'
while more than 10 per cent of the total population hasg beenlingucted.;'-r

Fact: This myth, giﬁcn currency by the Hood River (Oregon) Post of’The i
American Iegion, is discredited by the following flgures: o el

, Population - Inducted into Army : il
U, S. Mainland and Hawail U. S. Mzinland and Hawail Peggentage
Census of 1940 “Wer Departwent records )

March 13, 1945 - 7
".."l..l‘éle

All D.IlCGS'tI‘iGS. . ‘132,092’605 er e 09,500,000/ (APPI‘OX. ) seveseeas -‘v702

- Actually the differencolis.only one pervcent, in spite of the fact
that the Nisei werc almost wholly excluded from induction under Selective
gervice procedures for a period of more than two years following Pearl

Harbor.: : :
,*%******f»

Myth: Nisel soldiers are not used in the Pacific thoater because tho
Army doos not trust thom to fight against the Japanese.

Fact: Jopenese Americans are serving with the United States Army in
evory battle area of the Pacific and in Burma. The nows itoms, ligted -
below, have been selected from many newspaper accounts of Nisel service
in the Pacific, to indicate how widely they are scattered.

IO JIMA ,

"WITH THE MARINES OF IWO, Feb. 28... Two groups of Nisei landed with
the Marines on Iwo Island -- one each with the 4th and 5th Division.,"

, (Chicago Sun, March 3, 1945.)
IEYTE, KWAJALEIN, ENIWETOK - S

"UNITEb STATES ARMY PACIFIC HEADQUARTERs;‘Fob. 16 (AP), Frank T.
Hachiya, one of the 16 Japanese whogse names have been stricken from the
county memorial roll by the Hood River (Oreg.) American-Legion Post,

‘' 12-030-p9-bu
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died while performing a dangerous volunteer mission, the Army reported G jiad =i

yesterday.

"Hachiya, attached to- the Tth Division, was wounded fatally on.
Leyte, Dec. 30, He dled January-3 after most of: the men‘in this regiment
volunteered to give him blood trangfuglongy .. i, Lo oiess O

,""He had eerved through the Kwajelein and. Eniwetok invasions M
* (Waehington Star, Feb. 16, 945 )

dﬁw QUINEA, ADMIRALTY ISTANDS, IEYTE, MANTIA

"MANIIA....Ernie is 2 Japenese, a Nisei born in ILos Angeles... One
of the Tirst 26 Nisei to be sent to this theater, Ernie has been overseas.
for 26 months... He has been through the New Gulnea, Admiralty Islande
and Leyte campalgns.” (Los Angeles. Times, Merch 5, 1945, ) e e

SAIPAN

‘ _"WITH THE UNITED STATES 3rd FIEET IN THE PACIFIC,...I'm reminded of
one. /Japenese America§7 named Kubo, a sergeant in the Army of the United .
,Statee whg,served on Saipan...There came a time in those crael, heart-
‘breaking ana Incredible ‘days, while the Americans were trying to round up
Jap civilians, ‘when Jubo proved his Americanism." (Milwaukee Joarnel,
Jan.,. 28 l9h )

BURMA

“Ten thousand american-born children of Japanese immigrants fight now
in the United States Army and ‘some in this Theater. ' Their presence in CBI
was for a long time a - military’ gecret. For their own protection they were
not publicized... there ‘lways wag and still always will:be the possibility
of capture by the enemy, which for the Nisei would mean no picnic.

"Under the veil of protective secrecy, hovever, stabborn, eturdy

- . (CuBiE, Roundup, a weekly newspaper of

P e s the "United States  Army:Forces, publish-
' .ed ‘by-and for the men in China, Burma
j: and India, Sept lh 19hh )

VBOUCAINVIILEL,SOLOMON ISTANDS n i
"The Soldier's Medal is awarded. to Mester Sgt Susumu TOJadO for
heroism and bravery near Torokina, Bougainville, British Solomon Islands

on June 29, 1944."- (Extract from . War: -Department eitation. ).’

SOUTH PAGIFIC = " . S AL it St b bE e
"These Japaneése ar Americans - American-born Nise# and sbldiers in
the U.S. Army, who have boen serving with Marine detachments 1n the
Pacific islands... rORE
"'They have the respect of the Marincé beca.use they are good American
eold‘ers and we realized the risks- ‘they ‘are exposed to, in event they are
captured by the  enemy,' sald Lt ”Newell... :
(Chicago Deily News, April 19, 19&& inter-
view with Merine Lieutenant Robert J.
S anin ' X Newell ) RN

- ATTU, AIEUTIAN ISIANDS .
"Japanese soldiers of American birth, in addition t0~fighting Nezls

v

*Edr*ﬂote*- ﬁ&chiya*e"neme waewﬂet omong those etricken from the roll,
although ne is a native of Hoog- River and attended High School there.
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tin Ttaly, have fought against Nipponese sol&iere in, the Pacific theater e
of war, it was disclosed Wednesday. Wale o ‘ m_?:,'

"Sergt. Kunihiro Nakao, a Japanese Amsrican formerly of Saoramenpo,
Calif.,...arrived at the war relocation center_at Heart Mountain as a
veteran of hand-to-hand combat at Attu.” (Denver Pﬁst, ‘Oct. 15, 1945 )
NEW GUINEA - ‘ ' L f:;j ..+ﬁ;

"7/3 Ken Omure, Seattln-born Japanese, waﬁ,drowned ;n New Guinea,h;

March 19, while on. active duty in the Army.,'
; (Seattle Post- Intelligencer,,April 15,

194h )

RRRHHE o

10, Myth: After the war began, not a single Japanese American gave informa -
tion against any member of his race to the Unlted States Intelligence

agencles. .. ot

Facts: This charge has been refuted many: times by authorities 1n full .
posgession of the facts. The Fourth Interim Report of the Tolan Commi+tea
(p. 152 et seq.) contains various referenced to the.assistance.given by
Japanese Americans to the FBI, Naval Intelligence, and ‘Military Intelli-
gence. The truth about the charge 1s well presented In a statement by

Dr. Galen Fisher in the Christian Centqry of August 18, 1943, P. 937.

"Tt has been loosely charged that the Nisei have not aided the
authorities in discovering dangerous Japanese residents. - The falsity of-
these all egations kave been proved ‘by intelligence officers both- ipn Hawali
and on! thé mainland, as well as by informed civilians.: It is true that
the great majority of the Niseil did not give such aid, and the same could
presumebly be said of German-Americans. The chief reason is that most of
them had no information to give, any.more than most white citizens....let
some of the intelligence officers spoak for themselves. On August 10,
1942, one wrote me: S DRI 3 Sl K e aku Gtend o :

"I personally know at loast fiftgen intelligence of*icers who have
received continual aid frOm the group of. 1oyal and patriotic. Nisei at-
tachcd to each, and have in consequence. been of " great ‘gérvice to the

U R dign . "
. .o R R B U IREP TR P B . B i
B I ' . R R R REE T TEr e

"Nhny of the Nisei volunxarily nontributed valuabla anti-suhver-
sive information to this (intelligence. agency) and .other gavernmental
agencies :The Japanese consular staff, the Central. Japanese Agsocla-
tion, and others known to be symp&thetic to the Japanese did not them-- -
selves trustrtho Nisel. I ST

R (An anoymous intelligencc officer in Harper 8 Magazine,
o Oct. 1942 ). : ;

'l..“'...

" Common gosaip out here wag that not one Japanese had informed on
another. On the highest authority I was assured that the contrary was
true, and that many -patriotic Japanese have turned In suspects of their
own race and even of their own families.”
(Josoph Driscoll-in-the N. Y. Herald-Tribune, Jan, 31, 1943.)

FHHN KR
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Elgoti,

Myt h:;'During thevattack on Pearl Herbor, the Hawailan Japanese blocked

the roads, signaled the attackers, and engaged in numerous other activities ..

 to assist the enemy and homper the defenders.

Fact: '"There were no acts of sabotage in the city and county of Honclulu
December 7, nor have there been any reported to the police department
since that date. Police department had charge of traffic on Pearl ;
Harbor road from Pearl Harbor to Honolulu shortly after bombing started
with several officers on duty there. There was no deliberate blocking
of traffic during December T or follow1ng that date by unauthorized

persons "
(Cablegram from Honolulu Chief of Police Gabrielson to Tolan -

®  Committee, March 14, 1942,)

s p0000

"There have been no known acts of sabotage, espionage or fifth
column activity committed by the Japanese in Hawail either on or subse-

quent to December 7, 1941.,"
(Col. Kendell J. Fielder, Chief of Military Intelligence, Hawa*ian

Department; the Christian Century, Aug. 18, 1943, p, 937)

Mr, John Edgar Hoover, Director of the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gotlon, has informed me that there was no sabotage committed there (in
Hawaii) prior to December 7, on December 7, or subsequent to that time."

(Assistant Attorney-General Rowe, April 20, 1942; Tolan Committee,

Fourth Interim Report, p. h9)

'0"00.

The War Department has received no information of sabotage com=~
mitted by Japanese during the attack on Pearl Harbor."

(Hon. Henry L. Stimson, Secretary of War, March 30, 1942; ‘Tolan

Committee, Fourth Interim Report, P 1&8) :

- S
seesnbas

"Where were the Japanese on that Sunday (December 7), if they were

' not sabotaging? Hundreds of them were actively helping defend the ter-

ritory, as members of the Oahu Citizens Defense Committee. Volunteer
truck drivers, they rushed to their assembly points, stripped their
delivery trucks of their contents, inserted frames prepared to hold
four stretchers, and went tearing out to Pearl Harbor to take the
wounded to hospitals. Some of these Japanese got there .so promptly
that their trucks were hit by flying shrapnel or machinegun bullets
from the road-strafing Jap planes. The presence of the Japanese
drivers and their scarred and pock-marked trucks undoubtedly gave
rise to the rumor that guns had been cmployed to clear the highway
of Japs who were blocking the road to Pearl Harbor."

(Nelson Pringle, CBS broadcaster, Oct. 5, 1942,)



according to all the evidente... ui
(Hon, John M. Costello, former Congressman from Culifornia and ‘mem-,

 ber of' the Dies Committee, Bul]etin of Americo g Town Meeting of
the Alr, July 15, 1943, p. 19. A

: by % T S e el S | ‘ ey o
“12. Myth: The Army evdcuated 211 persons - of - -Japanese. ancestry from tho West_ %
Coast because they were considered, as group, “to be disloya‘ and dan--'

gerous to the Nat onal securitv.r‘ﬁl : :

Fact: This charge’ 18 most effectively unswered by ‘the aotion of the War e
Department in 1ifting the West Coast exclusion orders, on January 2, 1945,
and clearing’the’ grest ‘majorfty of the evacuses to return to-their homes
without further investigation or hindrence of any kind. :Regardless of

the recasons which made mass evacuation appear to be a military necessity

in early l9h2 ‘the rescinding of - the-execlusion orders is indispuiable:.
evidence thnt the Wnr Department, after-careful study, ‘arrdved.at. the. ,
conclusion that only & ismall number-ef-the: evaouoes were questionable: from:
the standpoint of tho nutional secuiity. T

a. R B R Al (haa AR R

Cosekeede Do ik b e e i i

13. Myth: . The Japanese.race. ig, fundnmentslly dishonest, secretive and gener-
ally untrustworthy i T BT

i

--------------
--------------

.......

............... i, .
PP SR R

to American citizens of Oriental racesl“"Ehis'stLdy’was financed by a
$40,000 grant from the Carnegle Corporation of New York, and it included
the only thorough, scientific investigation ever, made into the honesty of
the Japanese in Cdlifornia. The conclusion drawn from the study reads as
~follows: )

"As. far 28 ;these results go..., they give no warrant for claiming
that the Japanese as a clags are more dishonest thsn Americans. There are
undoubtedly rascals in both groups. The most extreme conclusion which
could be based on these data would be to claim two oxr three per cent
more dishonest Japanese than Americans, on the ground that poor credit
ratings means dishonesty. The.more conservative conclusion is that the
differences in credit ratings rspresent inexperienCc far more than dis-
honesty, and that, all in. all,’. the diffcrences between Japanese and whites
are too slight to be considered significant " (Vocational Aptitudes of
Second-Generation Japonese in ths United States, Pl

D R R RS .

‘‘‘‘‘‘

"Adsptability is an importunt trait, possibly the most important,
in earning a living. The two rough measureg 'of it, in “terms of delin-
quency-crime and honest , indicote that the Japancse are superiér in this
rospec§ to many immigrant groups who have come to this country 1" (Itid,
p. 177 :

\

L RN B B Y B AN
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Thu experience of" HRA off1 ciqls iwho have interV1owad Japanese

- Amgricang on matters relating to 1oya¢ty, and who have studied the re-

14, 2

15,

sults of the. Interviews, has indicated that, instead of being dishoncst

cnd secrctive, they are sufprisingly rrank and naive. Information obtained
from them regarding visits to Japan, dual citizenship, and former employ—
ment, tallled almost in every lnstance with information collected by the
F.B.I. and Army and Navy intelligence agencles.

FRHRRRHHR

Myth: The birth rate of the Japancse in America 1is much higher than
that of other Americans. They multiply ot an alarming rate.

Fact: The U.S. Censug, 1940, shows that the birth rate among Japanese
Americens in every state-on the West Coast was lower than the birth rate
of the general population, including people of all ancestries.

Birth rate among =~ Birth rate of total
Japanese Amcricans" i population,’all ancestries.

California,....,15.8 per thousand..,............. 16 1 per thousand
Oregon.....vv...15.5 per thousund.....eeeesernans 16.4 per thousand
Woshington,.... .ll‘ 7 per thousandivisseeesessess 16.2 por thousand

Census figures show, further, that the number of Japanese Ameri-
can births has been decreasing stoadily since 1920.

‘Number of Births .-  Number of births  Number of births
1n 1920 7 Y4 in 1930 ~in 1940

Californigo...ess 5,052 '-‘;a-----o.---vo---u 2)224ltll.0.l';0'tl l,h‘SO
Oregon a.n--op-‘l-' 219 .---.-cooo--a.-o-o-- 75--01-..--:-.-- 63 .
W&Bhirlgton REEE) 1,160 AR R ses s e 37500....-.....-- lTl

"Their birth rate during the past decade has been insufficlent to
balance mortality cend emigration.,” (Tolan Fourth Interim Revort, p. 91.)

FRHHHHHHN®
5 e

Myth: The Japanesc cannot be Americanized or assimilated into Américan
life. They. congregate in "Littlu Tokyos" to presgrve their Japaneso
culture. 4

,Fnct- "To the extent thot nggimilation is a problem, it is largely the -

rosult of ‘certain social conditions and lews of the Americen general
public. Studles demonstrate that persons of Japanecsc descent are readily

susceptible to integration in our society if given the opportunity."

(u. lg )Suprcmc Court Justico Murphy, in Korematsu vs. the United States,

ol : .

* o8 e8 00

"The word 'agsimilation' has two mnanings " as Dnvid Starr Jordan,
President of Stanforad University, pointed out at the hearings of
the U, S. Tmmigration Committee in 192k -<-" interbreeding and the
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comprehension of political .and su ial conditibns."”  There: has been very
1ittle 1ntermarr1age between. ‘the Japanese and Caucasians in the western
states; as'a’ matter of fact, in three of the states where they were main-
1y concentrated (Arizona, California, and Hlashincton),. it -has been pro-
hibited by lat, 'In the '"comprehension of polmtlcwl and social con” lulonu,
however, Dr, Jordan st.‘ted that ”tne —oune Japanese are more read;ﬁ" assiu
lated than people of scveral buroneﬁn races. (Hearines before t. _ Tmmni-

sration Commrittee, U, S, Sencte, b8th Con’rcss, First 8&;31on, . 203,

ral
g

ssse v . LR L]
‘

‘ rnhls noint’ of view had been strongly sua,o;ted, some ‘years ear’ier
by the Immirration Commission appointec in 1907 to "make full inguiry,
examination, and 1nvest1gat10n...1nto the subject of immizration," Coms
nosed of three senators, three. r@presentatlvgs .and three loymen appointo?
by the President, the Commlsblon nublished its f1n01n’s in 42 volumes,.
Volume 25, nubllshua in 1911, is entitled, Jao"nese and Other Immirrant

' Races in the Pacific Coast and Pockr liountain Stat

: ‘...Jhen compared with othur “races CmplO"bu in similer kinds of
lubor in the same industry,! the report ‘stated. (P.. 149), "the Jananese
shoir relatively rapid progress in acquiring a speL,lngrknoulédge of
Enelish, ' Their advonce has. been much more rapid than thet of the Chingse
and WLx1cans, who, showr little interest in timerican' institutions. Duvring
their first five years of reside néc a greater proportion have Jearned to
speak Mnrlish than most of the South and Eost Buropean races...The nro-
sress of the Jananesc is duc to their great cagerness to learn, which hes
.overcome more obstacles than have been encounterced by most of the ovicr
raccs, obstacles of race prejudice, of ‘sesrcuration, cond of wide differcnces
in language.," : fents -

secevcos

More recunt confirmation of the scme vicwpoint is contained 'in
Dr, LEdward X, Strong's book, entitled "The Scecond=Gensration Japancse
Problem," bascd on an oxtensive study of the subjeet under a 40,000
grant from the Carncric Corporation, This book was published in 1934,

Dr. Strong stotes that authoritics agrec, almost without c:zeption,
that mecond-and certainly third-generation Japanese have the mentil cucli-
tics neccssary for cultural assimilation. He, too, "arrees with nost
authoritics that the Japancse hove the neecssory capacity." On the other
hand, he states thot "eultured .assimilotion’ is ncver accomplished by any
flrst genoratlon.” (F 27 ) : s e , i 5

Many other immigrant people, limited in ability to speak the
English language, have congregated in scpurate communities. New York,
Clcveland, Detroit, Chicego, and other citics have had —- ond still
have, to some extent -- colonics of Italians, Poles, Russians, and other
nationalitics. The midwest has had its rurcl scttlements of Scandinavians
and Germoens, They pathered toscther to have neighbors whosce language ond
customs they understood, and for cconomic rcasons. These reasons, also
Jinflucnced the colonization of thw Jupancse, vho were frequently not wel-
comed in other communitics.

sren v e 12-050-]_)15 =bu
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"”ogregation of 1mmigrants is ccvtoinlv not peculiar. to the Japanese,
but is a rule of immigrent sottlomnnt... ‘Where colour is added to. culture
- as a distinguishing characteristic of the newcomer, it provides a further

" incontive for the membors of the: -group to segregate and to actias-a upit, 'l o
(Ihc Japanose Canadians, by Young and Reid p. 2k, ) < e

() PR g e

At the time of the evacuation, in 1942, the "Little Tokyos" on the
West Cozst were already on the wane. - According to Carey McWilliams :
(Prejudice, p.83), "As the Nisei reached maturity, there was a signifi-
cant trend away: from.Little'Tokyo. In 1928 one observer reported that,
in ILos Angeles, there were 203 Japanese -operated fruit stands, 292 grocery
‘stores, T4 florist shops,~69 nurseries, 108 restaurants, and 63 dry-clean-
ing cstablishments which héd most of- {heir dealings with non-Japanese
customers.ﬂ Over a period of’ year& the“e wasg unquestlonably a slow but
stcady expansion out of. Little Tbkyo." 1" - ~ :

A similar trend was noted by Young and Reid (The Japanese Canadians,
p. 72) in a careful study conducted in British Columbia. In Vancouver,
‘the authors state, "the Japanese are found in commercial enterprises in
significant numbers not only in their own areas of settlement where,
~Incidentally, they cater to Whites as well as Japanese, but also to a
remarknble extent all over the city whcre their only customers arec whites."

: Anbther statement in the same ook (p. 145), which was. pablished
1n 1938 "undor. the.auspices. of. The. Canciion National Committee for Mental
- Hygiene and The Canadian ‘Institute. of International Affairs",_is ungues -
tlonably as true of the conditions that prevailled on the West Coast of
the United States as it was of the conditions in British.Columbia: "The
gsecond generation of the Japanese Canadians, in spite of what their critics
may say to the contrary and in spite .of what their parents may do to have it
otherwise, are no morb Jopancge than their parents arc Cinadian. They live
in our houses, wear our clothes, eat cur ‘food, attend our .achools, speak
our language read ‘our books, join our churches, go to our movies, play
our sports, sing our songs, and salute our flags. Since they do these
* things, and since they are humon:.and therefore are affected by the expg“ience,
it 1s a denial of the obvious to ignore the fagt th&t they are in the proceas
of becoming Canadian." B .

P essesenn

Competent obscrvers on the reception of Nisei in Japan have rcemarked
on thein lack of welcome there, and on their failure to adjust themselves
to Oriental life. (See The Rising Sun of Japan, by Randau and Zugsmith,
p.99—100' The Japanese Canadiapg,, p. 1%6.)

The Americanization of the Nisei is especially evident in their
school achievements. They are eager for educatlon. i :

"Although they come from an economic level appreciably lower than
that of the white American students, a much higher percentage of .them
attend the universities and colleges." (Christendom, Vol, VII, No. 2,
1942, p, 201.) . .

SRyt : f ~ 12-030-pl6-bg
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;i "The Japanece immigrants...take advantage of the onportunities
pregented by’ edacatinna¢,ina¢Atatianﬂmﬁnﬂanﬂsxtent probably unsarpassed
by any other immigrant group.,.." (The Japancse Cenadians, . 152

i g “Many ‘of “thém’ have “won good ‘citizenship ‘awards, scholarships, agd
‘other’ echolastic honors11 they ‘have beén elected to clasgs offilces and:

important pogitions’in’ the’ 'student bodiecs; they have starred in American
gports. (See Brief of Japanese American Citizens league, Korcmatsu Case,

Pp;r161,7162) 163} +6h B Many h&ve achieved high recognition in the arts
'jand sciences.‘ L

b

=( I%ﬂ.f_nalmandumost cnnclusiva.praof,~hnwever, is the remarkable
record of the L442nd Rogimental Combat Team, which rescued the "Logt:
Battalion" in France, and has set a record of gallantry unsurpassed by

any other unit in the Army of the-United States. (Sce Nisei in Uniform,)

gana F ¥ e FRRRRHH
Myth: Tbe preeence of Japanese workers in any" community lowers the stan-

’dard*of 1iving)t ainco they: work Por lower wages and are content to live

in hovels,

':Fact-  The* 1iving standard “of any peopla, regardless ‘of race or ancestry,

‘18 dctermined, in a large measure, by their opportunities to make a decent

-+1iving. The Fourth Interim Report of thé Tolan Committeec (pp.62 to 72)

clearly shows that the Japanese in California were congtantly striving to
ovércome-the many handicaps that forced ‘them, -when they first arrived as
1mmigrants, ‘to 'accept low wages or starVG. "Very few- Japenese ‘were em-

'Uployud a8 skilled Workers 1n *actories or workshops, there was a plenti-

At

to andeerand EngWiah required theiw worklng in groups: under an inter= ..
preter; they were opposed by labor unions,..Most of the Japanese who did
not becoms domestics worked in-the- railroads, in canneries, lumber mills,
mines, farms, and various city trades.” After 1909, however, the number
of .Japanesge In nonadic, low-paying employment ‘began to dscredae, owing

to their inclination, thé Tolan Report states; "to.shift to- occupations'
which offered a less nomadlc existence, greater profit, or 1ndependent

status." (p, 63.) "Many.of the Japanese: gradually 1oTt the “industries

into which; they had originally been dlspersed. ~In search ‘ef ‘higher :
ecrnings, more.satisfactory living conditions, and occlpations ‘%o which -
they were better adapted by natural bent and sXperience, they tendéd to -

Boek tho lovel which they had enjoyed in their native lend." (p. 64. )

Many authoritative referencea may bo cited to snow that the West
Coast.Japanese were constantly striving o' raidc’the wage scalé. in the. .
1ndustries that cmployad them .

e

. ,..The Japanosc club. sacretaries, cenp '’ managers, and bosses be—' -
came successful bargeiners, authorized to spéak for the whole body of

. men: thoy: represented, familiar with prevailiag wage rates in the region

and for the particular crop, Under their direction, through strikes and
boycotts, particularly at harvest time, thé Japancse were able to gecure
woge ‘lncreases. until’ their rates equaled and aurpassed those of whita
warkers ? - (Tolan Report, p,6?.) . . :

“Thay (the Japanesa) have reduced the workday from.le to 11 hours

12-030~p17—bu
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and by means of strikes have raised the wages of ali racee;"*(Pre;QQice,-

' tAB;théy obtained better incoﬁes which enabled them to acquire a few
dollars more than necessary to finance a bare existence, they sought bet-
ter homes and better opportunities for their children.

- "Most of the Japanese families are of coursé living in homes built
for them &s tenants or laborers and these are usuelly no better than those
erected elsewhere to serve the same purpose, With land ownership, better
homes &are built..,"” (The Japenese Problem in the United States (1915),

by H. A, Millies, p, 16&.) FE

seesacsa

" "..eAB the Japanepe got ahead and could afford to do so, he also
moderated his hablts of exceesive toll., If he owyned land, he built a

1ittle bungalow, gave his children music’lessons gnd planned to.send them :

to college.

"The writer has in his possession two very interesting and contrast-

ing snap-shots which he took in the summer of 1933. One is & rough shack
inhabited by a Japanese family at one end and used as a barn at the other,
with a vegetable and packing room between. The second picture shows an
attractive modern bungalow, which had a well-kept gaerden and a gold-fish
pond, and, behind it, a large well-painted fruit-packing house. The two

| -18- b

plctures represent two stages of Japanese development, The first is where they

began and the second is where they wish to go." (Orientals in American
Life, by Albert W. Palumer, pp. 55-56.) : -

"That the standard of living of the Jepanese will at least equal
that of the White groups in a comparatively:short time is indicated by
the rapid progress already made by the Japanese... The remarkable advance

of the standard of living of the group since the beginning of the century...

is evidenced by the standard of living of the Japanese at the present
time,., There is conclusive evidence of economic and social progress on
the -part of the Japanese., (The Japanese Canadians, pp. 79, 80, 81.)

S e

Myth: - Japanese Americans are mainly stoop laborers and domestic_workeré.

Fact: The 1940 Census reported 43,691 paid workers of Japanese descent
fourteen years of age or older, in California, Oregon, and Washington.
There were 8,307 pald farm laborers, who were probably employed, for the
most part, in stoop labor Jobs in the vegetable and small fruit industrigs.

- The farm operators and managers, who may have been engaged in some
stoop labor but who were primdrily in the same clagsification with farmers
of other races, mumbered 7,00L, There were 3,541 domestic workers in the
three states, ' i

On the other hand, 5,512 persons were‘employed”in clerical,ISales,
end kindred occupations. There were 5,491 proprietors, menagers, and

12-030-p18-bu
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officials of business enterprlses, 5 TS cperatlves and kindred workers in
various tgpes of industrles, and 1,157 professicnal -workers, ' They were -
engaged in the. manufacture of lumber, furnlture, peper,,chemlcals petrol-
eum and coal products, 1eather goods, iron and ‘steel, machinery, and many
other articles of commérce. Nearly 5,000 were smployea in food amnd éairy
products stores; 1,478 worked at laundering, cleaning, and dyeing; 1,335
wcrked in hqte;s end lodging houses,

In othsr words, census figures show that nearly three-quarters of ..
the paid workers, including both Issei’ and: Nisei,  were: employed in a wlde
range of.. occupations not classified as e;ther farm 1abcr or domsstic work

Immigrants from Japan, before they became adJusted to llfe ino .
America, were employed almost exclusively as low-grade laborers and menials,
As they became acquainted with Americean ways, however, they sought to in-
prove. their economic position.. Probably no ¢ther group of 1mm1grants,
confronted:with so many obstacles at the outset, has equaled the progress
of the Japanese in adapting themselves to ‘the, w1de scops of Amerlcan in—;j_”
dustry and commerce. TS

(i_ ;:_'x.-i ERRHE B R AR FRRER
ATE AT Y Bin i el R . g ‘ i :

Mytht Americen farmers of European descent can not compete with farmers’of

.. Japanege descent, Wherever the Jsp&nssejccngregass, the Cagcas;cn‘farmsrs :

are forced out

Facfk“‘T%é*R"ﬁort cf’the U.8% Immigratzon Commission, the Tolan Report ~and
many other ‘authoritative referonces state~that the Japanese Americans-en--
gaged’ mthIy'ln growing crops that were not-extensively growm - by - Caucasian
farmsrs., No Teal” competition‘cculd exigt under-these - scndltions.u There. . ;
ie 'aléo plentiful proof that;in those ‘areas where the- Japanese: Americans
were chiefly congregated, they were piloneers in farming virgin land;.or .

land that was not wanted by Caucaslan farmsrs .

o "Nearly all of. the Japanese farming is of the intensive type, re-
quiring much care and handwork, ‘It is of the kind the market places a
premium upon, but.which the ordinary American farmer is slcw to engage in,"
(The Japanese Prcblem in"the United States, by Prof., H A, Millis, PP 89~

90,) o | : ‘ e

. YThere: can be no doubt that the extensive leasing by them (the
Japanese) abcut Newcastle and in a few other localities has csused prospec-
tive settlers to locate elsevhere, and the white population in soms neigh-
bcrhoods has sctuslly diminished.., But 1t should be noted in. this con=
nection that in some communities much of the land leased was reclaimed and
reduced to cultivation by Japansse, or was first devoted to intensive
farming by them... The instances where the prices realized for crops have
been adversely affected as a result of Japanese competition are compara-
tively few,' As a matter of fact, whers their acreage has been added to
that productively used in the community, it has generally been devoted to
growing crops not extensively grown by white farmers." (Report of U.S.
Tmmigration Commission, Part 25, Vol., 1, pp. 86-87.) B
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"They (the Japanese) were ‘engaged chiefly in raleing eugar beets in
Utah, Colorado, and Idaho, berries and vegetables in Washington and Oregon,
and in California varied intensive crops -= vegetables, berries,:. declduoue
fruite, grapee, melons, and hops. The specialization of Japaneee farmers:
was extremeu (Tolan Commlttee, Fourth Interlm.Peport, p. 69) v

5

{
= o.-----c'

"The concentration (im the production of vegetables, berrlee, and
small fruits) resulted from a trial-and-error experimentation with other
types of agriculture.,. By.1930, they (the Japanese) had abandoned almost
every other type of agriculture. Experience had shown thgt they could not
compete eucceeefully in other typee of farming." (Prejudice, by Carey
MdWilliams,~p. 86) S T T e e Lty S

‘:JJ" + i nEdy U!.l‘ll.-‘ A

W il e %

'ld. In the Merch 1, l92h ieeue of The Country Gentleman, the 1ead1ng
art*cle, by Robert welles ‘Ritehie, discussed the Japaneee problem in Caliv
fornia, "scrupulously avoiding any*centrOVerelal biae' accqrding to the
authpr 8 declarationo Tais paragraph appeare in EyH e € R sfont

"The three areae of‘greatest Japanese concentration then (in 19°Q), L
as now, wero;in the’ cantaloups’ and winter~lettuce fields of the Imperial
Valley, in the extreme southeastern part of the state; in the mountain frult
center of Placer County; and in the strawberry fields, and the potato, celery,
onion, and asparagus districts roughly embraced 1n the term,. the Delta, ... ...
which,llesin the exact center of the state._ Lé't “us be very blunt in thlsﬂp»
context .and.. .8a¥ sbhat in'the ‘Tmperial Valley and the Delta Country the-Japan-:
gge never displaced white men, for white men would not work there; and in
the mountain fruit district the Chinese, and after them the, Japaneee, ‘came .
in. ~- after near;g every whzte«man had gult -- and ‘made. a_go -Of a crippled

i A
1ndu&trv 1' AR .T T T L

'"ﬁz&-r Q Hf’g;;..;;;l-

"No amall part ef the acreage now controlled’ by the Japaneee 1n Oregon
has been 'taken wild' and reduced to sultivation,  This is especially true
in the vicinity.of Hood River.,.." (The Japanese Problem in.the .United
States, By H. A, Millie,.p.-ga'.) B O e A R D NG T

) “ e h LR Latt

Much of tH& Iand (farmed by ‘the Japanese in Washington) has been
taken as left by the timbermen, the stumps removed, and reduced to cultiva-
tion by the Japanese tenants, They have done much %o deyelop the agricul-
tural posslblilities of these communitlee - more undoubted}y than any other
race has shown an inclinatiou_te.do, (Ibid P, 91-2.)

******** T ey

Myths' The farming methods of the Japanese ruin the eoil and cause the land
to depreciate 1n value. , :

Fact: This charge is denied by Prof. H. A, Millie, whose book, "The -

‘Japaneee Problem in the United States", is frequently clted as an anthorita-

tive etudy in: the Report of the Tolan Commlttee. Mlllie states:
12-030-p20-bu
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"The complalnt that the Japanema 'gkin' the land and ruin the or-

‘chards 1s frequently heard, ' Most of the Japanese are tenantg, and tenant
" farming is likely to have such results., No case can be’ made_agalnst the

Jepanese as against ‘'other tenants, however. On the contrary, while one
finds-rather numerous instances. in which the landowners have been dissatis-
fied with the Japanese tenants they have had, the general opinion is that
the Japanese are good farmers and give rather more than less interest than
is usual among tenants to the care and conservation of the properties leased
by them, At Sacramento... the president of one large fruit-shipping firm
and the treasurer of another said that the Jepanese were among the most

' careful and painstaking orchardists. At Fresno, a prominent American told

20,

‘me that he would rather lease his vineyards to Japanese than to farmers of

his own race because they took better care of them., 'The charge that the
Japanefe ruin the farms is a chargé; which, like many others, one heais
less of the closer he gets to the plece where the damage is presumed to have
taken place. On the whole the Japanese are regarded as good farmers and
good tenants." ﬁp. 148 ) _

oo.-.plo

Myth: Japanese . farmers evacuated from the Weat Coast have Btubbornly refused-

%o release trucks and farm machinery for the use of other farmera who des=-

perately needed such equipment

Fact; Vbry little of the farm equlpment owned by the Japanese Americans was

, Teft 1dle when they were evacuated, By far the greater part of it was either

gold or leased to. the tenants who took over the.operation of the farms after
the owners departed. On May 8, 1942, the Farm Security Administration, which
had charge of the disposal of evacuee-owned farm property, reported that
satisfactory disposals had been made of the machinery on all but thirteen

‘farms in Exclusion Area No. 1. It was the policy of the FSA to hold the

machinery on the land to the extent that it was needed to keep the land in
operation,

N . ' . . : .
Typlcal of the grossly exaggerated stories that have been spread on
the West Coast is one reported to the WRA by an implement dealer in Sacramsnto,
who stated that more than 200 farm. trzctors, owned by Japanése Americans,
were atanding idle in storage in -the Sacramento Valley area, and that he,
himself, knew of approximately 50 idle tractors in the city of Sacramento,
A representative of the WRA immediately called upon the dealer, and asked
him where the tractors were stored¢ and who was custodian of them. As a re-
sult the dealer admitted that he knew of only four tractors, the rest of '
his report had been based on hearsay, . \

On another occasion, Senator Sheridan Downey sent to the WRA office
a copy of a telegram from the Salinas, California, Chamber of Commerce, which
stated that seme 500 articles of farm equipment, owned by evacuees, wes
stored im that vicinity. The telegram declared that the use of the equip-
ment was egsential if the farmers of that communlty were to meet thelr food
production goals, :

Again, a WRA reprasantafive went immediately to the source of the
report and sought the assistance of the Chamber of Commerce in checking the!

~accuracy of the information, Implement dealers and many others who were

presumed to have knowledge of the equipment were interviewed. This survey
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revealed one trector, twa' lieters, a ten-foot ring roller, and a land
chisel which were in storage --'a total of:five (not 500) pleces of farm
equipment. The Salinas Chamber. of' Co merce co.rected the erroneous infcr-
mation given to Senator Downey, in:a second telegram to him, which re-
celved only & fraction of the publlclty given to the firet

21,

The report was published in West Coast newspapers that some 33,000
Japanese-owned automobiles were in storage and, consequently, that more
than 100,000 tires were kept away from persons needing them., An. inspection
of the records in the motor-vehicle departments Iin Washington, Oregon, Caliz-
fornia, and Arizona revealed that only 32,977 notor vehicles were re@istered
to.Japanese Gwners before the evacuation; 18 522 of them had been sold.
to non-Japanese. owners; 3,379 were. reglstered to oyners whose names wore
not included in the evacuation lists (probably voluntary evacuses Who -
took the cars with them); 879 were owned by Japanese outside of ‘the exclu-
eion areas; and 174 were -owned. by evacuees released from relocation centers,
Therefore, only 8,923 (not 33,000) vehicles were recorded as owned by
people living in the relocation centers.. Of this number, many had been
left with dealers. . to be sold, or returned to dealers by purchasers who
owned only & small equity in themf othera hadcbeen sold and the sales had .

not been recorded. &

These 1ncidents reveal the mythlcal character of the evidence used
as a basis for chargea that the _evacuees stubbornly refused to sell great
quantities of idle equipment. It should also be noted. that any reluctance
on the part of the evaguees to part with such property would have had
conaiderable Justification. Many of them expected to return to their West
Coast homes, and when they returned they wanted machinery to cultivate
their lancl, and trucks and cars to be used in thelr work

th: The evécuees in the relocation centers have been pampersd and cod-

: dled while Americans imprisoned by Japen have received 1nhumen treatment.

‘Fact This charge, which proviaed the ba31e for an eepecially vicious cam=-

paign against the WRA in the early part of 1945, wasg carefully investigated
by -Governor Maw. of Utah. . His comment, after a personal tour of the

* Central Utah Relocation Center, was reported in the Salt Lame Clty Tr;

bune, of January 16, 19#5, ag follows-
Theee Japanese are ploneering a project... They re not’ llving
the life of Riley and they're not being pampered. It's not luxury. when
B8ix personsa of a family live in a sipgle room. I found that these
thousands are not getting more than tbelr share of coffee, sugar, meat,
or any other commodity, The ration regulatlone are rigldly adhered to

- . by the project director's staff'“

Every statemerit made to support the charge that the evacuees have
been pampered has been proved to be untrue. In April, 1943, the War
Relocation Authority issued a memorandum refuting 'a series of accusations
published by the Denver Post which. wae spearheading the attack, Typical
of the accusations was 'a statement that WRA had stored at Heart Mountain

"enough food to supply the 10,300 Japs there for three yeare, seven months

"and two weeks."

oo i
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An actual inventoryﬁéﬁ,the center, made two days after the Post state-

‘ment was published on April 24, revealed that the food supply was suffi=-
cient to‘laat'énly sixty days, which was the minimum period for.safety.

On July 17, 1943, the War Department and the War Relocation Autho-
rity iseued a Joint gtatement through the Diregtor of War Mobll?zatlon
which read, in part, as follows: "A portion of the food (used in the
relocation centers) is produced by the evacnees themselveg on government-
owned of government-leased land within the project area; some perighable
commodities are purchased locally; and practically all other food is
bréught through the Quartermaster Depots of the Army. All rationing
restrictions applicable to the civilian population are strictly followed
end two meatless dave are observed each week,., Beef gerved at the cen-
ters is third grade and no fancy meats of any kind are furnished. The
cost of feeding at the centers over the past several months has ranged

from 34 to 42 cents per person per day." - N

The following description of & relocation center was written by &
well-known author who investigated the pampering charges in the summer

of 1943;

"You may think you have gotten into an Army camp by mistake, for
the barracks were built according to Regular Army design and construction.
True, they were built hastily of green lumber which split apart. The
floor boards are not close together,..The land is silt, so when the dust
storms come, the. dust seeps through the crevices into ‘the barracks...

"The barracks are in blocks, The buildings have been divided into
'apartments', and about 260 men, women, and children live in an average
block. The 'apartments' are rooms twenty by twenty-five feet in size,
and families of from two to five or more occupy each of them, In each
block there are two latrines, one for the men, one for the women; one
laundry room, one ironing room, . In each block there is a mess hall --
for food ig supplied by the govermment through the Army Quartermaster
Corps and eating is communal,.,

"T4 18 not quite so grim as ‘it was in the beginning. The evacuees,
young and old, hearty and frail, had come from the moderate West Coast
climate to this desert when the temperature was 120 degrees, The govern-
ment had offered them their rooms, cote, straw with which to make matt-
resses, and Army blankets. They had no furniture. They needed soap,
brooms, pails, everything., Most of them had to make furniture out of
screps of lumber left when the barracks were finished, After a while
those who had furniture at home got some of it move here., Some got
Pplyboard from a mail-order house and partitioned their apartments., In
some blocks the men secured air conditioners for the mess halls., The
inevitable Japanese gardens begen to bloom in window boxes and around
the blocks and between them, Most of the confort you seec has been created {
by the Japanese themselvos; it is not donated by the government.... At
best, this is not the lavish luxury in which meny of us have heard that
the War Relocation Authority has pillowed the Japanese...

- "There is a swimming pool which 1s merely a wide place in the ditch,
From the uproar..., I had expected a marble pool with unbrella-shaded
tables beside it and liveried walters serving champagne, But it's only
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a-ditch and there ig no alconolic beverages of any sort4¢4 Indeed tnere
isn®t éven any soft drink or candy to be had, as a rule...And recreation
.is‘whatéver the people made for themaelvea...
Camgs by Maxine Davis, Liberty Mﬁga21ne, Aug. 7, 1943.)
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