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Singapore has inherited the English common law tradition
There is heavy influence of common law in traditional areas such as Contract, Tort 
and Restitution
In other areas such as Criminal Law, Company Law  and Law of Evidence, 
Singapore is more influenced by jurisdictions such as India and Australia. 

Singapore is a sovereign republic, with a legal system based on the English 
common law. 

The Constitution lays down the fundamental principles and basic framework for the 
three organs of state, namely, the Executive, the Legislative and the Judiciary.

The Executive comprises the Cabinet, which is responsible for the general direction 
of the Government and accountable to Parliament

The Legislature comprises the Parliament and is the legislative authority responsible 
for enacting legislation. More information on the history of Parliament, Parliament 
House and activities of the House can be obtained from its website.

The Judiciary's function is to independently administer justice. The Judiciary is 
safeguarded by the Constitution..

The Prime Minister of Singapore is appointed by the President of Singapore under 
Article 25 of the Constitution. The President, acting on the advice of the Prime 
Minister, also appoints other Ministers from among the Members of Parliament. 3



The Court of Appeal
The highest court of the land is the permanent Court of Appeal, which hears both 
civil and criminal appeals emanating from the High Court and the Subordinate 
Courts. 

The High Court hears both criminal and civil cases as a court of first instance TheThe High Court hears both criminal and civil cases as a court of first instance. The 
High Court also hears appeals from the decisions of District Courts and Magistrate's 
Courts in civil and criminal cases, and decides points of law reserved in special 
cases submitted by a District Court or a Magistrate's Court. In addition, the High 
Court has general supervisory and revisionary jurisdiction over all subordinate 
courts in any civil or criminal matter. 

With a few limited exceptions, the High Court has the jurisdiction to hear and try any 
action where the defendant is served with a writ or other originating process in 
Singapore, or outside Singapore in the circumstances authorised by Rules of Court; 
or where the defendant submits to the jurisdiction of the High Court. Generally, 
except in probate matters, a civil case must be commenced in the High Court if the 
value of the claim exceeds $250,000.00. Probate matters are commenced in the 
High Court only if the value of the deceased's estate exceeds $3,000,000.00 or if 
the case involves the resealing of a foreign grant. In addition, ancillary matters in 
family proceedings involving assets of S$1,500,000.00 or more are also heard in the 
High Court. 

The following matters are also exclusively heard by the High Court: 4



5



6



7



The judgments are organised according to the date the decision is published on 
SLW. Judgments are only available on SLW for three months. If a judgment you 
need is not found here, it may have expired and can be found in LawNet, or it may 
be in process. 
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Court of Appeal and High Court Judgments from 2005- present .  In HTML format. 
Provided by the Singapore Academy of Law.
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The Singapore Law Reports from 2010
The Singapore Law Reports are an integral part of legal practice and scholarship in Singapore. The series e S gapo e a epo ts a e a teg a pa t o ega p act ce a d sc o a s p S gapo e e se es
reports on a fortnightly basis all legally-significant cases heard in the Singapore Court of Appeal and High Court, 
and by the Constitutional Tribunal. Cases are selected for publication by the Council of Law Reporting chaired 
by the Honourable Judge of Appeal Andrew Phang Boon Leong.
The Singapore Law Reports Reissue from 1965 to 2009
Contains judgments reported in the Singapore Law Reports series from 1965-2009 with new headnotes and 
catchwords. For more information about the Singapore Law Reports Reissue, click here.
Judgments of the Singapore Judiciary from 1991
Also available in the Legal Workbench are the full texts of all written judgments handed down by the Supreme 
Court of Singapore (from 1991) and the Subordinate Courts of Singapore (from 2001). Including both 
unreported and judgments, these are available online before judgments are published in the Singapore Law p j g j g p g p
Reports. 
The Malayan Law Journal from 1932
The Malayan Law Journal, provided by LexisNexis, is the only local series of law reports to be published 
continuously since 1932, except during the war years. It includes cases from Singapore prior to full 
independence in 1965, as well as from the Straits Settlements, Federated Malay States, Malayan Union and 
Federation of Malaya. The Malayan Law Journal currently reports judgments of the Malaysian Federal Court, 
Court of Appeal and High Courts; the Brunei Court of Appeal and High Court, and appeals from Brunei to the 
Privy Council.
The Heritage Law Reports 1808-1980
The heritage law reports are a unique collection of early law reports of Malaya and Singapore compiled specially 
f th L l W kb h Th i t f K h ' R t ( i d id d b t 1808 d 1939)for the Legal Workbench. They consist of Kyshe's Reports (covering cases decided between 1808 and 1939), 
the Straits Law Journal (1839-1891), the Straits Settlements Law Reports (1867-1942), Malayan Cases (1904-
1980), the Federated Malay States Law Reports (1912-1941), the Johore Law Reports (1916-1940), Malayan 
Union Law Reports (1946-1947), Singapore Law Reports (1948-1956) and the Malayan Law Reports (1949-
1954).

Decisions Of Singapore Tribunals, Boards And Committees
This is a collection of decisions by specialised tribunals established by statute in Singapore, including the 
Appeals Board (Land Acquisition), the Copyright Tribunal, the Disciplinary Committee of the Law Society of 
Singapore, the Income Tax Board of Review, the Intellectual Property Office of Singapore, the Military Court of 
Appeal the Singapore Domain Name Dispute Resolution Service and the Strata Titles Board among othersAppeal, the Singapore Domain Name Dispute Resolution Service, and the Strata Titles Board among others. 
See list below for more information. 

Content from LawNet website http://www.lawnet.com.sg.libproxy.smu.edu.sg/remweb/comm/scl.jsp  
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Complimentary Access for Legal Academics
In the spirit of promoting Singapore law, a 3-month complimentary access to the
Legal Workbench will be made available to faculty members from law faculties or
business schools of established universities worldwide for the purposes of writing
academic papers or articles touching on Singapore law. The complimentary access
will be granted on a case-by-case basis. All interested applicants may apply by email
to lawnet@sal org sg or write to:to lawnet@sal.org.sg or write to:
The Senior Director
LawNet Secretariat
1 Supreme Court Lane
Level 6
Singapore 178879
Please attach/enclose the following with your application:
1. Cover letter explaining the nature of the intended work(s);
2. Proof of membership in the university faculty;
3. Any other supporting documents.
All users granted complimentary access are required to extend a copy of the work(s)
to the LawNet Secretariat for its information Users are also encouraged to grant theto the LawNet Secretariat for its information. Users are also encouraged to grant the
LawNet Secretariat a licence to publish the work(s) on the Legal Workbench, but are
not obliged to do so.
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Open with caution.  These are very large files.  1 volume contains more than 800 
pdf pages. 
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PDF copies. Authorised. 
Archive view e-Gazettes (1998- )
LawNet
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Authorised – PDF copies. 
Subscription Access to the Government Notices (1998 – present)
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Same coverage as LawNet from 1955. 
Works best on Google Chrome or Firefox
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“The www.gov.sg Portal is the official electronic communication platform of the 
Singapore Government. This portal, together with three other portals - Citizens & 
Residents, Business and Non-Residents - collectively make up the Singapore 
Government Online (SGOL) presence. 

The www.gov.sg Portal serves as a convenient gateway for you to locate information 
about the Singapore Government - such as news and speeches, information 
resources e-services events calendar and contact information of public serviceresources, e-services, events calendar and contact information of public service 
agencies.”

http://www.gov.sg/government/web/content/govsg/classic/about_us
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“The Singapore Government Directory is an online information service to facilitate 
communication between members of the public and the public service. It includes a 
listing of ministries, statutory boards, organs of state and public services. “

http://www.sgdi.gov.sg/
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For a list of Singapore publications. 
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