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Abstract

Much policy has been discussed and created in the last several years regarding people in
Alaska’s sex trade. Although researchers and government agencies have called attention to the
need for evidence based policy about prostitution and sex trafficking, there has been no research
about the characteristics of people in Alaska’s sex trade or the effects of policy on those people.
This research fills that gap in the current literature.

As action research, this study provided a means for the voices of a hidden, criminalized
population to reach policy-makers. This research was grounded in a participatory worldview and
triangulated data from surveys, interviews, and public records. Emergent themes and participant

recommendations were organized to inform public policy.






Table of Contents

Page

SIGNATUIE PAGE ... i
THIE PAGE. ... il
ADSITACE ... \%
Table Of CONENES ...t vii
List O FIGUIES ... e xiil
List Of APPENAICES ...t XV
ACKNOWIEAGMENTS. ... xXviii
Chapter 1: INtrodUCHION ..............oooi e 1
Chapter 2: Review of Related Literature.........................ooooiiii e, 3
2.1 Human Rights of People in The United States’ Sex Trade....................ccoooii. 4

2.2 Human Rights of International Sex Workers ..............................ooo 6

2.3 Theories Relating to the Human Rights of Sex Workers........................ 6

2. 3.1 Whorephobia.............ooooiiiiiii e 6

2.3.2 The prostitute IMAGINATY ..............oooiiiiie i 7

2.3.3 The prostitute and the force of law.............................. 8

2.3.4 Rape is not illegal, it’s just regulated ... 9

2.3.5 Prostitution disrupts patriarchy .........................c 10

Chapter 3: MethodologY............oooii e 11
3.1 Participatory WorldVIew ..o 11

3.2 MEENOMS. ..o 12

3.2.1 Mixed methods: Triangulating the data.................................................. 12

vii



3.2.2 ReSEAICH SUTVEYS ..ottt 12

3.2 3 TNEETVIBWS. ...t 13

3.2.4 Public T€COTAS. .....ooiiiiii e 15

3.3 Are These Participants Representative?.........................cooiiiiiiiiie 15
3.4 Action ReSEArch............ooooiiii i 16
3.4.1 Adapting action research for sex workers ..............................cooo 18

3.5 Epistemology: Taking Participant Knowledge for Granted...................................... 19
3.6 Theoretical PerspectiVve .............ooooiiiiii e 21
3.7 Researcher Reflexivity ..o 22
3.8 Methods of Data ANalySiS...........c..oooiiiiiiiiiii e 23
Chapter 4: Representing the Data ... 25
4.1 A Brief History of the Effects of Alaska’s Prostitution Policies................................ 25
4.2 Characteristics of People in Alaska’s Sex Trade.........................ccooooii 31
4.2.1 Limitations of the data........................ 36

4.3 Seeking Shelter...............coooi i 37
4.3.1 Limitations and validity of thedata................................................... 38

4.3.2 Researcher reflexiVity................coooiiiiiiiii e 39

4.3.3 Analysis of shelter services for people in the sex trade............................. 41

4.3 4 Participant recommendations for shelters................................................. 42

4.4 Accessing Mental Health Services ... 46
4.4.1 Participant recommendations for mental health providers.......................... 47

4.4.2 Limitations and validity of thedata........................................................ 48

viil



4.4 .3 Discussion of access to mental health services............................ 48

4.5 Medical Care .........ooooiiiiiiii e 49
4.5.1 Recommendations for medical providers...........................coooo, 50

4.5 2 DISCUSSION ...ttt e 51

A0 POLICE. ... 52
4.6.1 Police: Reporting Crimes ...................cooooiiiiiiieeii e, 52
4.6.1.1 Researcher reflexivity about reporting crimes ........................... 60

4.6.1.2 Analysis: repOrting Crimes................ccc..ooeviiiiieeeiiiieeeeiieeeee 63

4.6.1.3 Validity and reliability ..........................coo 63

AU0.2 ATTESE ..ot 63

4.6.2.1 Limitations of the data ... 69

4.6.2.2 Discussion and analysis...................ccoooiiioiiiiiiiiiieeee 69

4.6.3 Participant recommendations for police...........................ccoooo 69

4.6.4 Violence from police officers .........................oo 75

4.6.5 Responses correlated with police violence ................................ 79

4.6.6 Analysis: Police violence.........................ooociii 80

4.6.7 Validity, reliability, and limitations ...........................ccocco 80

4.7 Exiting the Industry ... 81
4.7.1 Analysis and diSCUSSION ...............coooiiiiiiii e, 85

4.8 Sex Work: Empowering or VICHMIZING? ..................ccooociiiiiiiiieeei e 86
4.8.1 Analysis: Empowering or viCtimizing? ......................ccoccooeeiiiiiei 88

4.9 Minors in the Sex Trade: Description and Recommendations................................... 90

ix



4.9.1 Limitations of the data: MINOTS. ... 96

4.10 Risks in Alaska’s Sex Trade. ... 97

IAUSTTY oo e 106
4.10.2 Discussion and analySiS ..............c...coooiiiiiiiiiii e 108

4.11 Sex Trafticking: Definition and prevalence ..............................c..coo 109

4.11.1 Legislative recommendations .......................cooooiiiiiiieci e, 120

Chapter 5: Analysis and DISCUSSION. ..............cooiiiiiiiii e 125
5.1 Policy and Conditions in the Sex Trade.........................ooooii 125

5.2 Representations of Alaska’s Sex Trade: Semantic Contagion................................ 126

5.3 People Who Are Victimized in the Sex Trade are More Likely to be Victimized and
Discriminated Against By Police and Service Providers ..........................coocccoi, 127
5.4 Participant Recommendations for Service Providers ................................coo 128

5.5 Participant Recommendations for Police: “Stop Pursuing Us Like Hunted

ANIMALS ..o 129
5.6 Risks and Prevention Identified by Participants...............................cooo 129

5.7 Prevention: MINOTS ..........oooiiiiiiii oo 130

5.8 Prevention: Force, Fraud, and Coercion ..................................... 131

5.9 Legislative Recommendations: Sex Trafficking ................................................... 131

5.10 Legislative Recommendations: Protecting People in the Sex Trade..................... 133

5.11 Final Recommendations...............coooooiiiiiiiiiiii e 133

5.11.1 Delineation of recommendations .....................occoooiiiiiiiiieiiieiee 134



Page
5.11.1.1 Oversight of police interactions with people in the sex trade ... 134
5.11.1.2 Anti-discrimination laws for people in the sex trade accessing
public services and regular accountability procedures for shelters and other non-profits........... 135
5.11.1.3 Discontinue the criminalization of safety measures taken by sex
WOTKEIS ... e 136
5.11.1.4 Repeal Alaska’s sex trafficking laws and work with people in the sex
trade to craft relevant and effective POLICY ... 136
5.11.1.5 Decriminalize prostitution and ensure that sex workers” reports to
police are taken SEriOUSLY...........oo 137
5.11.1.6 Serious criminal penalties for police officers who use their positions of
power to abuse marginalized PEOPIC...........ooooiiiiii 137
5.11.1.7 Non-discrimination policies and training for shelters, rape crisis centers,
and other service providers who work with people inthe sextrade ......................... 139
5.11.1.8 Housing first for all Alaskan youth.............................................. 140

5.11.1.9 Further research is needed to understand the relationship between police

misconduct and sex trafficking .................... 140

512 CONCIUSIONS ..o 141
RETETENCES .. ..o e 143
APPENAICES ... 151

xi






List of Figures
Page
Figure 1: Reports of being a victim or witness to a crime from the entire survey
POPULATION. ... e 52

Figure 2: Reports of being a victim or witness to a crime only from those

who had been victims within the sextrade .............................cc 53
Figure 3: NOt T@POIING . ........oooiii i 60
Figure 4: Reports of contact with a police officer ... 64
Figure 5: Frequency of sex trafficking by participants’ own definitions................................... 119
Figure 6: Frequency of trafficking according to federal definitions.......................................... 119
Figure 7: Frequency of trafficking according to state definition............................................... 120

Xiii






List of Appendices

APPENdIX A SUIVEY ... 151
Appendix B: Interview QUESTIONS............c.ooiiiiiiiiieii e 170
Appendix C: Task FOrce Report ... 173
Appendix D: Governor's Letter ..ot 204
Appendix E: Working Group Recommendations..........................ccocooooiiiiiiiiee 205
Appendix F: Conspiracy to Traffick Herself ... 218
Appendix G: Alaska Sex Trafficking Statutes........................o.coiiii 219
Appendix H: Screening Emails as Evidence of Prostitution .................................coo 220
Appendix I: Condoms and Refusing Anal Sex as Evidence of Prostitution ............................. 221
Appendix J: Trafficking Herself ... 224
Appendix K: Safety Measures as Sex Trafficking.................................co 227
Appendix L: Conspiring to be Trafficked ............................... 234
Appendix M: Senate Bill 22 ... 235

XV






Acknowledgments

When I first started, most people told me that it would not be possible to get this
research approved by professors, the graduate school, or the Institutional Review Board.
My elders have always taught me to never give up, and I am so thankful for the training and
education I received from them.

The first person [ met who believed I could do this was Dr. Kayt Sunwood. Every
time the whole thing almost fell apart Dr. Sunwood would make a cup of tea and help me
figure out what to do. The way Dr. Sunwood taught me embodied the theories [ was
learning, and I am pretty sure [ am actually a better person after learning from her.

[ heard before I met her that Dr. Jean Richey was a true mentor, and that is what she
has been to me. She spent days in the beginning getting to know me and this research. As
my committee chair and the primary investigator, she steered this whole thing expertly.

Dr. Brian Jarrett was the third person on my committee, and his knowledge was
invaluable. He is a lawyer and a sociologist, and he knows all the best social theories. For
one whole semester, he told me what to read every week. It was long and difficult, and I
came out the other end with a much better understanding of reality.

Even though a lot of people said they would not, the Institutional Review Board
approved this research. I am so grateful for the high standard they held me to, the external
review, and the trust they placed in me to do research with human subjects.

The Erotic Service Providers Legal Education and Research Project and the Desiree
Alliance both reviewed the research instruments and provided invaluable advice to
improve the research. The Erotic Service Providers Legal Education and Research Project

also worked with me to make sure I interpreted the research data accurately.

xvii



Forty eight people with recent experience in Alaska’s sex trade put aside whatever
fears they may have had of being identified or arrested to share their experiences and
recommendations with me. Sometimes they shared difficult memories. Their bravery to
share their valuable insights to try to make things better is so inspiring. I promised them I
would do my best to use their words to improve conditions for those who will follow them,
and I plan to do my best.

Throughout this process my friends Kat and David have fed me, listened to me,
indulged my “thinking problem,” and sometimes housed me. I could have starved and
frozen to death without them. I have also been blessed with the support of so many

generous friends and strangers throughout this process.

xviii



Chapter 1
Introduction

Research is needed to understand how current policy affects the human rights of
Alaskans in the sex trade. Current reports within Alaska have focused entirely on the projections
of law enforcement and nonprofits in order to gain funding and pass legislation while neglecting
the experience and human rights of people in the sex trade. In this study, I worked with Alaskan
sex workers and sex trafficking victims to identify effects of current policy and
recommendations.

New Alaskan sex trafficking legislation in 2012 was designed to protect victims by
expanding the legal definition of trafficking and increasing penalties. In some cases, trafficking
victims and sex workers report that the laws intended to protect them are being used against them
and that they are unable to access protection by law enforcement or victim services. A public
records request in 2013 showed that only alleged prostitutes had been charged with sex
trafficking, and all had been charged with prostitution of themselves in the same cases that they
had been charged with sex trafficking.

In August of 2013 a woman in Fairbanks posted an ad on craigslist advertising her time
for $180 per half hour. When an undercover officer came to her room she told him that she was
not a prostitute and that he needed to leave if he was trying to buy sex (Fairbanks Daily News-
Miner, 2013). He arrested her and she was charged with sex trafficking in the fourth degree, a
new Alaska statute that defines anything that “aids or facilitates prostitution” as sex trafficking.
Although a misdemeanor, sex trafficking in the fourth degree is a barrier crime, meaning that it
excludes the person from holding many jobs in the state of Alaska, and carries a penalty of

property forfeiture.



In 2010 a twenty-year-old victim who had been trafficked from the age of fifteen was
indicted on dozens of counts of federal conspiracy to commit sex trafficking when the man who
had tortured her, pimped her, and held her prisoner for three years was caught (Federal Bureau
Investigations (FBI), 2009; Youtube, 2013). She spent thirty months in the same federal prison
as her perpetrator, where he was allowed to stalk and harass her (YouTube, 2013).

These are not isolated or uncommon instances in Alaska. Because of stigma and
criminalization, they are invisible. As Alaska moves toward creating improved sex trafficking
policy and prevention, it is important that Alaskan voters and legislators have a more complete
understanding of the eftects of these laws.

The purpose of this research is to bring the wealth of knowledge and experience of those
in Alaska’s sex trades into the light where it can be shared with Alaskan voters and legislators.
Initial research questions include: What are people in the sex trade’s experiences with law
enforcement? What are their experiences with reporting crimes or accessing protection from law
enforcement? How often are the laws used against sex trade workers? How often are the laws
used to protect them? Are the answers to those questions related to race, sex, gender
presentation, or class? What laws do they think would help them? What are barriers to accessing
services such as health care or emergency shelter? What services would be helpful? What are
common themes of induction for adults who entered the sex trade in Alaska as minors? What do

they think could have prevented negative experiences?



Chapter 2
Review of Related Literature
“When the sex war is won prostitutes should be shot as collaborators for their terrible betrayal
of all women.” (Burchill, 1956 p.6)

A literature review explains “what others have done in the area being studied” as a way
of “putting a study into its context” (Wilson, 2008, p. 44). It can also lay the groundwork of a
“context for relational accountability” (p. 44) of the research. Much research and theorizing has
been conducted about sex workers and their roles within patriarchy, with labels ranging from
“betray[ers] of all women” (Burchill, 1986) to "the only street fighters we’ve got” in the “war
between the sexes” (Atkinson, 1974, p. 6). Until recently, very little academic attention has been
paid to the human rights of sex workers.

Research on the human rights of sex workers tends to fall into two broad categories,
according to Weitzer (2012). What he calls the oppression paradigm “does not present
domination and exploitation as variables but instead considers the core ontological features of

sexual commerce” (p. 1338). Research that arises from this ontology tends to cast all sex workers

2% 2%

as “pathetic victims” (Agustin, 2005a, p. 1) who are “ignorant,” “powerless,” “ruined,” and
“passive object[s] of others actions” (Agustin 2005b, p. 107). Weitzer (2012) calls the other
viewpoint a “polymorphous paradigm,” which he explains “holds that there is a broad
constellation of work arrangements, power relations, and personal experiences among
participants in sexual commerce” (p. 1338).

Agustin suggests that good research with women who sell sex does not deny their agency

and foregrounds their lived experiences (2005b). Zizek (2008), writing about symbolic and

institutional violence, warns that nonfactual SOS calls full of fake urgency issued by non-



governmental organizations obliterate the complex realities of humanitarian crisis. Systemic, or
social-symbolic violence “appears as its opposite” (Zizek, 2008, Chapter 1, Section 4, para. 11)
and those who do the greatest violence appear as the greatest victims, which is certainly reflected
in Agustin’s critiques of the rescue industry (2005a).

Much of the research into the human rights of sex workers has occurred in South East
Asia, where the United Nations has conducted extensive research into the human rights of sex
workers with regards to health care, police violence and coercion, and ability to access police
protection (Shannon et al., 2014) (World Health Organization, 2014) (United Nations, 2012)
(Amnesty International, 2014).
2.1 Human Rights of People in the United States’ Sex Trade

Research in the United States has been more limited. In an extensive 2003 study of the
experience of street-based prostitutes in New York City, 30 percent reported threats of violence
from the police, 17 percent reported sexual harassment from the police, one research participant
reported being raped by a police officer, and 60 percent of respondents reported experiencing
violence from customers (Ditmore & Thukral, 2003, p. 7). However, Ditmore and Thukral
described respondents’ experiences in attempting to report violence against them by saying that
they:

described enormous difficulty in their attempts to report prostitution-related violence to

the police often being told by police that their complaints would not be accepted, that this

is what they should expect, and that they deserve what they get. When these women

experienced further violence, they did not go to the police. (Ditmore & Thukral, 2003, p.

7)



The researchers also noticed that experiences of police harassment varied by jurisdiction (p. 6).
This research only included street workers, so it is important not to generalize the findings to
those working in different ways and locations. A parallel survey also conducted by the Sex
Workers Project found that 14 percent of indoor workers reported police violence and 16 percent
reported that police officers had initiated a sexual interaction (Grant, 2014, Chapter 1, para. 18).

In 2009 and 2012 the Young Women’s Empowerment Project, a group of young women
involved in the sex trade and street economies, released two pieces of community-based
participant-directed research, which have been called the gold standard in US sex worker human
rights research. They found that although there were “threads of violence and trauma
throughout,” girls “didn’t see themselves or want to be seen as victims” (Iman, Fullwood, Paz, &
Hassan, 2009, p. 29), and that “when girls experienced things like rape or assault and then tried
to get help, systems often did more harm to us” (Torres & Paz, 2012, p. 11). Again, it would be a
mistake to generalize the experiences of these predominantly underage street-based girls in the
sex trade to the sex industry as a whole.

Diversion programs and nonprofit agencies have been criticized in the United States for
using the threat or reality of imprisonment to force people into receiving services that are often
unwanted or do not provide needed help (Agustin, 2007; Ray & Caterine, 2014; Wahab &
Panichelli, 2013). Diversion programs often make conditions worse for those in the sex trade by
burdening them with financial hardships just as they are being told they must leave the industry
(Ray & Caterine, 2014; Wahab & Panichelli, 2013).

Ditmore and Thukral (2003) found in their research with sex trafficking victims that
“raids led to violations of their human rights, and local police raids did not lead to assistance for

people who had been victimized” (p. 16).



2.2 Human Rights of International Sex Workers

Internationally more research has been conducted on the human rights of sex workers,
particularly focusing on HIV prevention and police actions. Recent research suggests that
decriminalizing sex work would have the greatest effect on stemming the HIV epidemic,
“averting 33—46% of HIV infections in the next decade” (Shannon et al., 2014, p. 1). The United
Nations, the World Health Organization, and Amnesty International have come to the same
conclusions based on effects of the criminalization of condoms and sex workers’ increased
vulnerability to violence under systems of criminalization (World Health Organization, 2014;
Amnesty International, 2014; United Nations, 2012).

2.3 Theories Relating to the Human Rights of Sex Workers
"Prostitution is the most exploitative, degrading work on Earth. Despite those stories about
high-class call girls, its practitioners are overwhelmingly the most wretched girls and women in
society. Prostitution turns women into lumps of meat that are bought and sold for the sexual
gratification of men." (Wente, 2013)

2.3.1 Whorephobia. A stigma is something that “spoils” a person’s identity and makes
them discreditable or disqualified (Goffman, 1963). McClintock (1992) theorizes that the law is
a mechanism for “disqualifying alternative discourses: the disenfranchised, feminists, and
prostitutes who might spill the beans” (p. 75). For sex workers, being stigmatized and
criminalized means that if they speak about their lived experiences they are not only discredited,
but often also arrested. Whore stigma is used not just to punish sex workers, but to influence the
sexual choices of other women by showing them what happens to whores (McClinock, 1992).
The whore stigma does not just affect the personal identities of those profiled as whores; it also

affects their ability to participate in civil society by renting homes, accessing medical care,



obtaining jobs, accessing financial instruments, and parenting (Agustin, 2013; Dewey & Zheng,
2013; Ditmore & Thukral, 2003; Grant, 2014) .

Many people have wondered what the difference is between a woman and a whore
(although men do sex work too, it is women and transgender women who bear the brunt of
whore stigma). In one well-known case, an attorney challenged the prosecutor to distinguish
between a naked whore and any other woman (Grant, 2014, Chapter 2 para. 1). Grant proposes
that the purpose of prostitution policy is “to produce a prostitute where before there had only
been a woman . . . It is a socially acceptable way to discipline women” (Chapter 1, para 15).
Bourdieu also spoke of the law as “the symbolic power of naming that creates the things named,
and creates social groups in particular” (Bourdieu, 1986, p. 838).

2.3.2 The prostitute imaginary. As a muted group (Kramerae, 1980) sex workers are
rarely able to speak for themselves. They are most often represented to the public in movies or
described by law enforcement officials and nonprofits. These depictions rolled together in the
public imagination become what Grant (2013) calls the prostitute imaginary: she is leaning into a
car, she is being put in handcuffs, she is hypersexual, she is a victim. Because she exists only in
the imaginary sphere, you can rescue her, you can arrest her, you can fuck her: her body is
“rarely presented or understood as much more than interchangeable symbols — for urban decay,
for misogyny, for exploitation” (Chapter 5, para. 13).

As a muted, imaginary group, people in the sex trade “must adopt certain communication
orientations” and strategies (Orbe, 1998, p. 7) to reach the dominant culture. Those strategies
have included artistic performances and memoir, political activism, and research. As action
research whose standpoint is within the sex work co-culture, this research is a form of co-cultural

communication (Orbe, 1998).



2.3.3 The prostitute and the force of law. Carceral feminism positions the criminal
justice system as the solution to violence against women. Those who oppose carceral feminism
say that it is mostly promoted by privileged, white feminists and ignores how “race, class, gender
identity, and immigration status leave certain women more vulnerable to violence and that
greater criminalization often places these same women at risk of state violence.” (Agustin, 2013,
p. 1) Carceral feminists tend to believe that victimization is a core ontological feature of
prostitution, and criminalizing prostitutes is the way to rescue them from prostitution. About this,
Grant (2013) says, “when we construct help in this way we use the same eye with which we
build and fill prisons. This isn’t compassion. This isn’t charity. This is control” (Chapter 1,
Section 3, para. 8).

Bourdieu (1986) called the law “an instrument of domination” (p. 814) and spoke of it as
a direct reflection of existing social hierarchies. McClintock (1992) agreed, saying that in
prostitution trials “contradictions in the distribution of money, pleasure, and power are isolated
as crimes” (p. 74).

The naming of the prostitute and the casting and production of the prostitute imaginary
are essential features of the criminalization of prostitution. Grant (2013), however, wonders
where the demand for this story, this version of prostitute, comes from. The answer, she posits, is
that it 1s “driven by men’s insatiable desire” rather than “by sex workers’ own demands for
housing, health care, education, a better life, a richer life, if we dare” (Chapter 4, Section 2, para.
3). McClintock (1992) notes something similar in her observation of prostitution trials: “the
prostitution trial reveals itself as structured around the very fetishism it sets itself to isolate and

punish. Under his scarlet robe, the judge has an erection” (p. 75).



Prostitution has historically been a way that money leaves privileged communities and
enters impoverished communities (Agustin, 2007; McClintock, 1992; Venkatesh, 2008). This
sentiment 1s expressed in the everyday conversations of some sex workers, as reflected in this
blog:

there is a clear deficit that many of us are making up for by doing sexual exchanges or

entering the sex industry, so in that way 1 [sic] see whoring; prostitution, sex work as an

act of subjucating the role that was prescribed for women and women of color globally.
flipping [sic] the prescribed role that our bodies were fated by patriarchy, spitting back at

any of those who try to put us in our places. (Passion, 2007)

The prostitution trial reverses that exchange, using fines, jail time, and other punishment to
“redistribute illicit female money back into licit male circulation” (McClintock, 1992, p. 76).

2.3.4 Rape is not illegal, it is just regulated. Researchers and theorists have pointed out
the alarming parallel between the rhetoric of those who kill whores and the public officials who
are tasked with arresting and protecting whores (Agustin, 2013; Grant, 2014; McClintock, 1992).
When Peter Sutcliffe (the Yorkshire Ripper) was tried for murdering thirteen women, he
explained that he had a “divine mission” to kill prostitutes, who were “scum who can’t justify
their existence” (McClintock, 1992, p. 73). The prosecutor said, of the murdered women, “some
were prostitutes, but perhaps the saddest part of this case is that some were not” (Agustin, 2013,
p. 1.

McClintock (1992) points out that until very recently there have been two categories of
unrapeable women: wives and whores (p. 77). Engels and Leacock (1972) pointed out that
marriage and prostitution were both based on patriarchal conceptions of property rights to

women’s bodies, separated only by religious morality and capitalist laws (Engels & Leacock,



1972). McClintock (1992) theorizes that because rape is a crime against another man’s property
and a prostitute is perceived as “common” or having ruined her private property value to
individual men, she becomes unrapeable. (p. 78) When and how will this change? Grant (2013)
says it will only change through sex workers’ demands and imagination.

2.3.5 Prostitution disrupts patriarchy. Bourdieu (1984) theorized that human capital —
or status and value—came in several forms: cultural, social, and economic, and that within social
fields it can be calculated differently than it is within the dominant culture. Hakim (2011)
proposed that male theorists overlooked erotic capital. The author went on to explain that whore
stigma as a mechanism where “morality is deployed by men to restrict women’s ability to exploit
their one major advantage over men” (Chapter 3, Section 4, para. 13).

Others also believe that prostitution disrupts patriarchy. Atkinson (1974) called
prostitutes “the only street fighters we have” in the “war between the sexes” (p. 6). McClintock
(1992) called prostitution the “flagrant female interference in male contests over property and
power” (p. 78). As a social field (Bourdeiu, 1984) sex work reverses the value of women’s
secondary characteristics: youth, innocence, foreign status, and femininity, all characteristics

with low value in the normal job market, become highly valued.

10



Chapter 3
Methodology
“So often in telling sex work stories, the storytelling process is a form of striptease
indistinguishable from sex work itself a demand to create a satisfyingly revealing story, for
audiences whose interest is disguised as compassion or curiosity. In the conventional striptease
routine, the sex worker dances suggestively for a first song, removes her top by the end of her

second song and her bottom during the third. Off that stage, she knows there is also a script for

how her story will be received. She’s often accused of not being capable of sharing the truth of
her own life, of needing translators, interpreters. But part of telling the truth here is refusing to

conform the story to narrow roles—virgin, victim, wretch, or whore—that she did not herself
originate.” —Grant, 2014, p. 33
3.1 Participatory Worldview
This research has a participatory worldview which is political, empowerment and issue

oriented, collaborative, and works toward social change. A participatory worldview as a research
approach deals with power and injustice in society by collaborating with participants to
understand their experience and advocate for change. A foundational premise of participatory
research is “that research should contain an action agenda for reform that may change the lives of
its participants, the institutions in which they live and work, or even the researcher’s life”
(Creswell, 2007, p. 21). The goal of the research is to provide a platform for the voices of people
who now have no voice in the process of creating policies that directly affect them (Creswell &

Plano Clark, 2011, p. 40).

11



3.2 Methods

3.2.1 Mixed methods: Triangulating the data. One way to increase validity of research
data is to triangulate between multiple types of data: if three types of data point to the same
conclusions, they are more likely to be accurate (Creswell & Plano Clark, 2011). This research
utilizes interviews, surveys, and public records. Conversational interviews investigated the lived
experiences of eight people with experience in Alaska’s sex trade, including one elder. Surveys
collected qualitative and quantitative data about the experiences of 40 people with experience in
Alaska’s sex trade. Public records corroborated their experiences and demonstrated how the laws
are used and the discourse or “formula stories” (Holstein & Gubrium, 2012, p. 253) about
prostitutes engaged by actors in the legal sphere.

3.2.2 Research surveys. The surveys (Appendix A) were administered anonymously
through SurveyMonkey, an online facilitator of anonymous surveys. A waiver of signed
informed consent was obtained in order to protect the privacy of participants. To accomplish
informed consent, participants clicked at the beginning of the online survey to affirm their
informed consent and to maintain their anonymity. The survey collected quantitative and
qualitative data in several categories: (a) basic demographic information (b) experiences of
agency, coercion, force, and cooperation throughout time in the industry (c) participants’
experiences obtaining shelter, counseling, and medical services and their related
recommendations (d) their experiences with police and related recommendations (e) their
understanding of state and federal trafficking laws as related to their experiential realities of sex
work and sex trafficking and (f) their recommendations for policy that would protect and serve

them and people who are exploited in the sex industry.
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Forty-one people who self-identified as having worked in Alaska’s sex trade or having
been profiled as a sex worker took the survey online through Survey Monkey. Participants were
recruited through online postings, word of mouth, and distribution of fliers by several Alaskan
nonprofits. Signed consent was waived by the IRB and the survey collected no IP addresses or
identifying information. One respondent answered “erroneous data—disregard” for all questions,
and their responses were deleted, leaving 40 participants. The survey participants had one year to
more than 31 years of experience in the sex trade, with the most common responses being ten to
20 years. There was one male survey participant and the rest were female. Participants were
white, Alaska Native, Native American, Black, Latino, and Creole. There were no Asian
participants.

3.2.3 Interviews. Participants were aware, sometimes acutely, that they were being
interviewed because of their positions as potentially criminalized people. They were aware that
the transcripts could be subpoena’d and, if they were identified, potentially used against them.
Signature of informed consent was waived for anonymity (Appendix B). This awareness shaped
not just the structure of the interviews for confidentiality, but also the content. We did not
discuss identifying information or the richness of participants’ lived experiences in Alaska’s sex
trade. Instead we focused on the system and how it could be improved.

Interviews explored people’s experiences with current policy, as well as their
understanding of the risks to people in Alaska’s sex trade and their recommendations for policy
that would address those risks. No identifying data was collected (Appendix B) and recordings
were deleted after being transcribed to protect participants’ identities. Participants verbally
demonstrated understanding of the informed consent, risks of participation, and ways to reduce

risks (such as not sharing stories that would make them identifiable, or replacing “I” with
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“someone I know”) before the recording was started. After the interview they had the
opportunity to stay for the transcription, read the transcript, delete or change anything they
wanted, and add comments. Unfortunately, the transcription process takes so long that most
participants chose not to do this.

Seven people who had recently retired from Alaska’s sex trade and one elder were
interviewed. Interview participants were white, Alaska Native, Black, and Mexican. They
included a transgender person, an undocumented immigrant, adults who had formerly been
homeless youth, and people with graduate degrees. They had from two to 44 years in the sex
trade and had worked as independent escorts, street-based workers, exotic dancers, in massage
parlors, an Asian massage parlor, brothels, on a circuit, for pimps, made pornography, and had
survival sex as street-involved youth and been pimped as a minor by a guardian. Four of them
had significant experience and/or education in a helping profession. None of them thought of
themselves as sex trafficking victims. According to an attorney I consulted with, three met the
federal definition of a sex trafficking victim and one probably did but more information was
needed.

The interviews were unstructured and conversational (Brinkmann & Kvale, 2015). They
were proceeded by an explanation of the informed consent notice (signature was waived for
confidentiality) and a discussion about the possibilities of the research data being subpoena’d by
law enforcement. Participants demonstrated an understanding of the risks and strategies to
minimize their risks, such as talking about things they had heard or that had happened to
someone else rather than themselves. Agustin (2005¢) warned that direct questions are a

questionable method “when subjects are marginalized, stigmatized, and criminalized” (p. 627)
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precisely because of the rudeness of asking and risk navigation involved in answering such
questions. Therefore, conversational interview method was a logical, ethical choice.

3.2.4 Public records. Public records offered quantifiable insight into the interactions of
people in Alaska’s sex trade with the justice system. Public records have included charging
documents (Appendix L), police reports (Appendices H-I), court records (Appendix J), records
requests under the Alaska Open Records Act, and records requests under the federal Freedom of
Information Act. The public records part of this research started with one question in November
of 2013: How was Alaska’s new sex trafficking law being used? The answer (at that time) was
that in its first two years everyone charged with sex trafficking under the new laws was also
charged with prostitution of themselves in the same case, and every alleged victim of sex
trafficking was arrested and convicted of prostitution. The use of public records in this research
has centered around the uses and effects of prostitution and sex trafficking laws, examples of the
ways that different prostitution policy through time has affected people in Alaska’s sex trade,
and corroborating participant stories.

3.3 Are These Participants Representative?

There are two groups who may not have been adequately represented: Asian massage
parlor workers and minor victims of trafficking within their homes. Although one of the
interview participants had worked in an Asian massage parlor for a short time, none of the
participants were Asian. There is anecdotal evidence that in Alaska and in Indian Country there
is a higher incidence of youth being trafticked by a parent or guardian within their homes. One of
the interview participants was trafficked into street-based work by her guardian as a young teen
but none described to me the sort of in-home trafficking that happens outside of the sex industry

and has been documented in Indian Country elsewhere. I did not question participants about
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trafficking or violence that they experienced within the industry, so it is very possible that this
group was represented without my being aware.

Participants did make comments indicating that they had done street-based work,
massage parlor work, and internet-based work. Still, it is impossible to know to what extent
street-based, internet-based, or other workers were represented in the survey. Not collecting or
quantifying this information helped the participants remain anonymous.

3.4 Action Research

Research that others, or disqualifies, those studied from humanity (Goffman, 1963) has a
long history of promoting violence against those disqualified, from indigenous people (Smith,
1999) to sex workers (Agustin, 2007, Dewey & Zheng, 2013; Grant, 2014). Even qualitative
research that purports to consult those being studied has often talked more about those in the sex
trade than with them. In a statement about research ethics, a group of youth involved in the street
economy said, “We would share the same stories over and over and we would still be shocked
when we read their reports. No matter what we said to the researchers, their reports always said
the same thing: we were victims who needed police and social workers to save us” (Iman et al.,
2009, p. 20). Some sex workers encourage each other not to participate in research at all, saying
things like this:

For too long researchers have been using sex workers as guinea pigs without any benefit

accruing to sex workers as the result of research. Essentially academic careers are made

on our backs. Further, some research has provided ammunition to those who want to
suppress the sex industry and research findings have been used to support some of those
arguments. In many countries sex workers already refuse to be involved in research

because they can’t see anything in it for them. (Metzenrath, 1998, p. 11)
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Action research “is inquiry that is done by or with insiders to an organization or
community, but never to or on them” (Herr & Anderson, 2005, loc 168). There are many types of
action research, and because each piece of action research arises out of particular situations and
communities, different “families” of action research have evolved (Herr & Anderson, 2005).
Indigenous research is one family of action research. Within indigenous action research,
Kaupapa Maori research has evolved as a family of practices and ethics around research
conducted with Kaupapa Maori people that I believe offers good guidance for research with sex
workers.

Here are the principles of Kaupapa Maori research outlined by Smith (1999), reworded
for sex work research: (a) Sex work research is related to being involved in the sex trade; (b) It is
connected to sex worker “philosophy” by prioritizing safety, community, and self-determination;
(c) It takes for granted the validity and legitimacy of those who are experiential in the sex trade’s
knowledge about the sex trade, and the importance and validity of sex worker culture(s); (d) It is
concerned with the struggle for autonomy over our own well-being (p. 187).

This research is especially aligned with Kaupapa Maori research in its strong focus on

exposing underlying assumptions that serve to conceal the power relations that exist

within society and the ways in which dominant groups construct concepts of ‘common
sense’ and facts’ to provide ad hoc justification for the maintenance of inequalities and

continued oppression [italics added] (Smith, 2012, p. 188).

Not only do power differentials act to silence people who are disenfranchised, they act to
interfere with the process of self-actualization (Ardener & Chapman, 1989). This perpetuates a
cycle of power over those who have difficulty finding a way to legitimately protect themselves,

fight back, or even speak for themselves.
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3.4.1 Adapting action research for sex workers. Sex workers’ humanity and complex
personhood are excluded when they are viewed “as victims, or on the other hand, as superhuman
agents” (Gordon, 1997, p. 4). Yet granting sex workers complex personhood in research or
portraying them with thick description, creates the risk of “help[ing] identify, incriminate, and
further stigmatize those studied” (Dewey & Zheng, 2013, p. 28). In a book titled Ethical
Research with Sex Workers, the authors explain that “data such as direct quotes of participants’
words and detailed life stories of participants in publications should also be handled in a delicate
fashion so that the use of raw data would not unwittingly disclose their identities” (p. 27). In
Alaska’s small population and even smaller communities of sex workers, these concerns are even
greater. In weighing the right to complex personhood against the risk of stigma and
criminalization, I chose to err on the side of safety, aligning with Grant’s (2014) position of
focusing on the human rights of those in the sex trade and refusing to meet the “demand to create
a satisfyingly revealing story, for audiences whose interest is disguised as a compassion or
curiosity” (Chapter 3, para. 18). This kind of “selective silence,” Grant (2014) says, is a “means
of resistance,” a “tactic until the time comes, or is made to come, when I can share my story in
legal and economic conditions more favorable to me and to others who still do sex work”
(Chapter 3, para. 20).

This research is about the places where those in the sex trade encounter systems intended
to serve them. Only very cursory personal background information was collected from each
participant—the interviews quickly moved toward co-constructing an understanding of the
various systems with which participants had interacted. In order to protect themselves, many
participants avoided detailed, thick descriptions of events, or described only events that had

happened to other people.
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Ideally action research happens within a community of people who work together to
evolve an understanding of their shared circumstances. However, when conducting research with
marginalized and potentially criminalized people their confidentiality must be protected—even
from each other. Dewey and Zheng (2013) warns that it is infantilizing to label sex workers as a
vulnerable population and “protect” them from knowing each other. She also warns that it is
difficult to assemble a representative group of sex workers because of hierarchies and stigma that
exist within the sex work community. This research includes the expertise of street workers,
massage parlor workers, exotic dancers, agency workers, and independent escorts. It probably
would not have been possible to include the expertise of such a wide range of people in Alaska’s
sex trade if I had spoken with only one community of sex workers. By having very low barriers
to participation (an internet survey, an email or phone call to set up an interview) this research is
able to include the expertise of more participants. Additionally, personnel in sex worker
organizations consulted during the design of this project thought that it would be unfair to ask
people in the sex trade to participate in an ongoing involved research process without pay.

3.5 Epistemology: Taking Participant Knowledge for Granted

How do we know what we know about people in the sex trade? Lived experience of the
participants is primary concern in this style of research. According to van Manen (1990)
knowledge gleaned from people who have actually lived through the experiences of a particular
way of being in the social world provide researchers with contextual meaning:

of something past that can never be grasped in its full richness and depth since lived

experience implicates the full totality of life. The interpretive examination of lived

experience has this methodical feature of relating the particular to the universal, part to

whole, and episode to totality. (p. 36)
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No one but the person living the life can know its fullest meaning. That is why qualitative
researchers foreground the participants lived experience.

If we get our information from popular media portrayals we might picture what Grant
(2014) calls the prostitute imaginary “a woman, most often a woman of color, standing in a short
skirt and leaning into a car or pacing towards one” (Chapter 5, para. 12). If we believe the
depictions of the rescue industry then prostitutes are drug addled, psychologically damaged,
manipulated, brainwashed, and nothing they say can be relied on (Agustin, 2007, 2013).
Researchers like Ross, Farley, and Schwartz (2004) have positioned those in the sex trade as
“abused, pathetic, and above all, incapable of making their own choices and hence in dire need
of protection” (p. 9). It is somewhat radical—"a political act” (Dewey & Zheng, 2013, p. 8)—yet
oddly rational, to believe that those in the sex trade know the most about their own lived
experiences.

Much research conducted by abolitionists has disregarded the voices of those in the sex
trade, or disregarded them when they said things that did not fit the researcher’s agenda. For
example, in one study the authors “dismissed such answers as the product of dissociation . . .
based not on any formal psychiatric diagnosis but on other researchers’ work on victims of
trauma.” Schmidt’s 2011 study (as cited in Dewey & Zheng, 2013, p. 14).

Research which does not foreground and respect the knowledge of participants in the sex
trade “has resulted in law and public policy that reflects an understanding of sex work as a form
of violence against women” (Dewey & Zheng, 2013, p. 9), yet this policy has often been
responsible for facilitating more violence against women (Grant, 2014). In order to avoid

perpetuating harms against sex workers, “researchers need to eschew moralistic judgments and
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respect sex workers as both experts on their lives and active agents who are capable of making
informed decisions as well as making changes in their lives” (Dewey & Zheng, 2013, p. 31).

Dewey and Zheng (2013) discuss three reasons for treating sex workers as experts:

First, researchers have repeatedly denied the validity of sex workers’ statements. Second,

experiences of stigmatization and marginalization can potentially imbue sex workers with

the wisdom to understand their lives. Third, it is indispensable that feminist research

places women and their lived experiences at the center of inquiry. (p. 32)

A foundational premise of participatory research is “that research should contain an
action agenda for reform that may change the lives of its participants, the institutions in which
they live and work, or even the researcher’s life” (Creswell, 2007, p. 21). The goal of the
research is to provide a platform for the voices of people who currently have no voice in the
process of creating policies that directly affect them (Creswell & Clark, 2011, p. 40).

Smith (1999) says that empowerment means that marginalized people “should regain
control of investigations” (p. 34) into their own lived experiences. By returning ownership of sex
workers’ and sex trafficking survivors’ stories and lived experiences to them, this research
creates a site for personal as well as political empowerment.

3.6 Theoretical Perspective

Like critical theory, this project aims to expose “underlying assumptions that serve to
conceal the power relations that exist within society and the ways in which the dominant groups
construct concepts of ‘common sense’ and ‘facts’ to provide ad hoc justification for the
maintenance of inequalities and oppression” (Smith, 1999, p. 188). However, critical theory has
sometimes been criticized because it does not create the same, or even the desired, results in all

situations. Smith (1999) recommends localizing critical theory, as she says has been done in the
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creation of Kaupapa Maori research as a theory and methodology. Localizing can involve
critically engaging with one’s own subculture, and mostly involves realistically adapting and
applying critical theory to local conditions (p. 190).

3.7 Researcher Reflexivity

All research is positioned—the creation and understanding of research comes from within
a particular way of understanding the world, reality, people, and knowledge. In ethical research,
it is important for the researcher to “make transparent how they have come to know what they
know, how their positionality shapes their relationship with research subjects, and how their
values and beliefs inform their interpretation and writings” (Dewey & Zheng, 2013, p. 53). In
other words, one should account for their own thought processes and role in the research (Lindlof
& Taylor, 2002).

I have had a wide variety of experiences with sex trafficking and sex work. I have also
had a wide variety of experiences with the systems examined in this research, from being in
foster care to working with youth in foster care and much more. For example, during the course
of this research I tried to help an acquaintance of mine report sex trafficking to the police, but
they would not offer her immunity to come forward and report safely. Then I tried to help her
access crisis counseling at a crisis center, but was told that their granting was only for domestic
violence and sexual assault, not sex trafficking.

The many different experiences I have had which relate to the research gave me many
lenses through which to see and understand the people I met and the data I collected in the course
of this research. In social science research an extended form of triangulation is used called
crystallization (Creswell & Plano Clark, 2011; Ellingson, 2009)—understanding something from

many perspectives at the same time increases validity and reliability. My prolonged engagement
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with the fields of sex work and sex work discourse also increase the validity of this research.
Throughout this writing I will share my reflexivity and examine my thoughts and role in the
research. My own biases as well as previous experience act as a form of “reflexive objectivity”
that centralizes my own “contribution as a researcher to the production of knowledge. ..
[therefore] striving for objectivity about subjectivity” (Brinkmann & Kvale, 2015) as a validity
strategy.
3.8 Methods of Data Analysis

The research involved a two-fold process for data analysis: (a) survey results were
tabulated as descriptive statistics. Some of the survey data was collected as qualitative
statements. These were analyzed into categories related to the questions; (b) interview
transcriptions were reviewed through a process of thematic analysis (Brinkmann & Kvale, 2015).
Themes emerging from the interview data were organized into codes derived from the structure
of the interview questions such as police interactions with people in the sex trade, mental health
services, and emergency shelters.

I reviewed the data and did my best to weigh each participant’s input according to their
experience. I considered my reflexivity and issues like internalized stigma. I gave less weight to
the input of participants about things they said they had no experience with. I identified

emergent themes and the most common recommendations.
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Chapter 4
Representing the Data
4.1 A Brief History of the Effects of Alaska’s Prostitution Policies

The elder I interviewed had a perspective rooted in decades of close observation of
prostitution from a small Alaskan village. As the elder put it, “I was born in a whorehouse.”
The stories the elder related and conclusions the elder seemed to have independently arrived at
mirror much of the research and theories of sex trafficking and sex work in other places. In
addition to being common, the elder’s stories and ideas were incredibly specific, illustrating the
unique intersection of the sex trade, cultures, and policy in an Alaskan village.

The elder that I interviewed believed that the progressive increase in prostitution laws
and stigma increased violence against sex workers. To illustrate this the elder gave this example
of an event that occurred in Nenana before prostitution was effectively criminalized in Alaska:

It was sanctified, everyone knew about it. You know they weren’t, there wasn’t... well

as a matter of fact this one woman - a guy came in and tried to beat her up, be real rough

with her, and she shot him dead, killed him. And she was charged, she went to court, and
they [the local court] found her not guilty. And for that time, for a woman to kill a man,
you know it was justifiable homicide for a rape or for being a prostitute or anything like
that, it really says something about the mentality and the understanding of people at the
time.

This account is corroborated in Coghill’s (2009) biography:

She got in a row with one guy one day because he liked her and thought she was sweet on

him and she wasn’t, she was just doing her job. He came to her house one day when she

was entertaining one of her other patrons and he got jealous. She told him to leave and
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he got into a fight with this other guy and was heading towards her bedroom to get her
and she shot him through the door (p. 158).

The elder followed this up with an example of ongoing violence after the criminalization of

prostitution in Alaska:
The last woman to practice that trade here lived out the road [a ways out of town], and
she was just a character and a bomb. She was a movie star, and her movie name was
[removed for privacy]. She was a Broadway singer, and there’s movies about her,
beautiful woman. Anyway, she came in the late 40’s cause she heard, you know, that all
the speculation was going on in Alaska and she had a couple bucks so she went out the
road and I don't know how she found this place, but anyway she got this house and got [a
local man] to put the two houses together, you know he did with dead mans (?). And no
one would go out there because it was so far out, and she made a bar called [removed].
And in the late 60’s this local guy here he was like part Eskimo, Japanese, whatever. He
would go out there and rape her, you know forcibly going in there, you know, rough her
up, rape her, kind of bragged about it around town. She tried to defend herself, you know
like barricading the door, you know getting a rifle and all this shit. Finally she got sick of
being raped and she went to the state troopers and told them, you know, what was going
on. But it was commonly known she was a prostitute, she got busted for prostitution too.
And the state trooper just told her straight out, “[name], I can’t help you, sorry, you can’t
rape a whore . . . This was like ‘68, ‘69, ‘67.”
The observation of increased criminalization causing violence is corroborated by Morgan

(1998) who describes Fairbanks’ early prostitution policy, established by an Episcopalian

Archbishop, as regulating prostitution to “the line” (established in 1906), where rent was
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controlled, protection by law enforcement was readily available, and the women had “the
backing of [the] well-heeled community” (p.189). Under the new ordinances,

a prostitute could answer to a lover or business manager, but that was her choice . . . and

since prostitution was quasi-legal, pimps could not control women by threatening to turn

them in to the authorities. If a girl was mistreated by a pimp she could easily get rid of
him by having him arrested . . . for the first time, perhaps in the history of the United

States, it was possible for a common prostitute to survive on her own, with a real chance

of building a better life. (p. 192)

Over the years there was a lot of controversy about the line in Fairbanks and in 1913 the
fence was torn down and prostitution was, effectively, criminalized. This was followed by
horrible conditions for and violence towards prostitutes, culminating in the gruesome murder of
Alice Astor in her home — a crime that never could have happened on the line. “Shortly
thereafter,” Morgan reports, “Fairbanks prostitutes quietly returned to their cribs on Fourth
Avenue, and the city fathers erected another fence” (p. 208).

When the federal government forced the closing of The Line in Fairbanks and the
effective criminalization of prostitution in 1952 the result was pimps, violence, robberies, and
rampant sexually transmitted infections (Erwin, 1960, p. 272; Morgan, 1998, p. 318).

The elder I interviewed believed that the enforcement of prostitution laws had always
been racist and still is:

During land claims, when land claims passed, it was very oppressive for Native people.

It was very oppressive for Native people pre-land claims. And then land claims came and

they had a sense of something, of something even though a lot of people had a sense that

it was a lie. You know but they couldn’t articulate because, oh, you know, the kids are
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going to have land, they’re going to have corporations, they’re going to be rich, all the

lies. And before that you never saw groups of Native people hanging out downtown in

Anchorage, and then they started doing that. Because they have a couple of bucks, they

have pride, they’re out on the street being seen. You know, and at curfew time, you know

when the bars close, any cop who saw any Native woman on the streets at that time,
young or old, was charged with prostitution. It is still going on to this very day.

Although I do not have municipal data for Anchorage, one hundred percent of the women
charged with prostitution in Fairbanks in 2012, 2013, and 2014 were Native. This is echoed in a
recent study of New York’s Human Trafficking Intervention Courts that found that 94% of those
charged with Loitering For the Purpose of Prostitution in Brooklyn were Black (Ray & Caterine,
2014). The elder believed the same people who are the most vulnerable to arrest and
institutional abuses are also the most vulnerable to exploitation for survival sex or within the sex
industry.

The elder also believed that the ruling class does not understand the realities of sexual
exchanges and that the criminalization of prostitution is not just bad for prostitutes, but for
society:

Sex has always been a part of barter and you know, give and take. It has even made

peace among nations. And they [the police and legislators] don’t look at that as a reality,

as a part of life. You know. There was this thing in Seward where they had a great big
red light district there too, and they got word that the feds were gonna come down and
arrest all the prostitutes, and there was a story that I believe cause the guy told me about
it. He said the cops went down there told all the women, “hey, they’re coming they’re

going to nail you, drive you off.” The whole town of Seward got the women, put them
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on the train, sent them to Anchorage so when they came down there was no one there to
arrest. So they knew that that was a very, you know, healthy — then after they got rid of
all the prostitutes, well then you had a lot of teen pregnancy, they had a lot of rape, they
had all these fishermen who were used to going to town to go to the local whorehouse to
get serviced. It created a lot of problems, you know.
This viewpoint is corroborated by a recent economics study which found a 31% decrease in the
rate of reported rapes and a 39% decrease in gonorrhea during the time that indoor prostitution
was decriminalized in Rhode Island (Cunningham & Shah, 2014).

Before government sanctioned social services arrived in Alaska, prostitutes were a
primary source of social aid. The research participant was aware of many people who had been
significantly helped by prostitutes, saying “there are plenty of orphans around who never would
have made it without those whores.” This matches other accounts within Alaska (Morgan,
1998), and the theme is common to other research — prostitution has traditionally been a way that
money is brought into impoverished communities (Venkatesh, 2008).

The most recurring theme of the interview was that prostitution, the exchange of sex for
goods, and younger people marrying older people has been normal in most cultures throughout
history. For example, the elder said that “what National Geographic does not tell you about that
nine year old girl and that old man is that they developed over thousands of years in a place with
no Social Security, and because of the benefits to both of them that culture survived.”

The elder clearly distinguished consensual exchange of money for resources or
relationships between young people and adults from abuse (of which the elder gave an example —
“it was wrong because he didn’t want it and [the older man] hurt him”). The elder explained that

there were certain social benefits to young people having sexual relationships with older people
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for survival (which is one form of what is now defined as sex trafficking): the young person gets
a “start” in life with someone who is already established with resources and experience, and the
young person’s family does not have to spend what could be limited resources supporting and
guiding them into independence.

Two of the research participants had had survival sex as homeless youth, and they both
talked about positive elements of situations that are often framed negatively, or indeed had
negative elements. One participant explained:

If the moment of victimization can be justified by the overall experience somehow

advancing them; whether that be advancing them financially, advancing them to a new

point of understanding, advancing them by introducing them to people who will care
about them or have new opportunities for them, if they're getting away from a situation
that they were running from and have new opportunities available as opposed to a dead-
end: than even if there was a moment of something bad, that might actually be part of the
life experience of growth and evolution. And though it is important to figure out how to

prevent unnecessary harm of people, we can't negate an entire experience because of a

couple components.

Another participant, who had worked for 44 years in the sex industry, since the age of 14,
joked: “I don’t feel I was harmed in any way. Maybe visually, having to see some unpleasant
things! But the money made up for that.” She went on to say:

It changes you, it changes you. And I’m certainly... you know, you had all those nice

little disclaimers [the informed consent form] you know, but I don’t know that I was ever

that type of person that would be upset at being asked these questions. But if you start
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out as somebody who is having issues with being asked these questions you certainly

wouldn’t be afterwards.

The participant thought that the money made up for this effect, which had not affected
her anyway, since she had not been “that type of person.” Overall, she said, she had not been
harmed by the sex industry. The money had, quite literally, secured her survival as a 14 year old
undocumented immigrant fleeing violence.

Agustin (2007) criticizes the sex trafficking framework as anti-feminist, explaining that
within it, men are constructed as “routinely expected to encounter and overcome trouble, but
women may be irreparably damaged by it” (Chapter 2, Section 9, para. 16). Speaking of
migrants classified as sex trafficking victims, Agustin (2007) suggests that to see them as they
see themselves:

we have to grant the possibility that less empowered, or simply poorer people, are not by

definition passive victims. We have to realise that there is more than one form of

autonomy, the western one, which can only occur within western ‘progress’ and
modernity. Considered as people in flux and flexible labourers, rather than people with
identities attached to the jobs they carry out, these travelers become ordinary human

beings working to overcome specific problems. (Chapter 2, Section 11, para. 19)

Likewise, the research participants perceived themselves to be ordinary human beings
who sometimes overcame specific problems. To understand what they have shared with us, we
must also understand them as ordinary human beings navigating complex realities.

4.2 Characteristics of People in Alaska’s Sex Trade
There has been a lot of speculation about the characteristics of Alaskan sex workers and

sex trafficking victims, mostly based on the conjecture of agents who financially benefit from
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portraying all sex workers as in need of their rescue and/or arrest. In reports to the legislature,
Alaska’s Attorney General’s Task Force on Human Trafficking reported that the average age that
victims are first exploited is 12 to 14 years old (Appendix C). The Governor’s office reported
that the average age of entry into prostitution was 12 to 14 (Appendix D). There was no source
given for notion that 13 is the average age of entry into prostitution, but that statistic is generally
attributed to Melissa Farley; however, Farley and Kelly (2000) attribute the statistic to Silbert &
Pines (1982). Silbert and Pines actually reported that 13 is the average age at which underage
female prostitutes first had sex with a boyfriend:

Average age at which subjects had (first) sexual intercourse with a boyfriend was a mean

x =13.5. Ofthese 34% felt coerced or forced, either emotionally (29%) or else

physically (5%). Although 66% reported no coercion involved, many of their open-

ended comments suggested pressure... The average age of starting prostitution was
16.1...0n the average, subjects were working regularly as prostitutes when they were

16.9...The eight months difference between the average age of starting prostitution (16.1)

and the average age of working regularly (16.9) indicates a somewhat reluctant entrance

into street life (p. 482).

Farley has been widely discredited in the social sciences (Weitzer, 2012). When she
testified to Canada’s Supreme Court about the harms of prostitution in 2013, Justice Himel
(2013) said of Farley’s research:

I found the evidence of Dr. Melissa Farley to be problematic...her advocacy appears to

have permeated her opinions. For example, Dr. Farley’s unqualified assertion...that

prostitution is inherently violent appears to contradict her own findings that prostitutes

who work from indoor locations generally experience less violence. Furthermore...she
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failed to qualify her opinion...that [post-traumatic stress disorder] could be caused by

events unrelated to prostitution. Dr. Farley’s choice of language is at times inflammatory

and detracts from her conclusions. For example, comments such as, “prostitution is to
the community what incest is to the family,” and “just as pedophiles justify sexual assault
of children....men who use prostitutes develop elaborate cognitive schemes to justify
purchase and use of women” make her opinions less persuasive. Dr. Farley stated during
cross-examination that some of her opinions on prostitution were formed prior to her
research, including, “that prostitution is a terrible harm to women . . . that prostitution is
abusive in its very nature, and that prostitution amounts to men paying a woman for the

right to rape her.” Accordingly . . . I assign less weight to Dr. Farley’s evidence. (p.1)

Alaska’s Ad Hoc Working Group on Sex Trafficking and Prostitution (Appendix E)
reported that the average age of entry into prostitution was 15, again giving no source, and added
that “a significant portion of girls enter as young as 12 years old” (p.6). It seems almost
impossible for 15 to be the average age of entry into prostitution: for every person who entered at
age 35, there would have to be two who entered at age 5.

In the survey used for this research, the average age that respondents first exchanged
something sexual for something of value (including survival needs, clothing, drugs, or money)
was 19. Most were between 18 and 22, with five 16-17 year olds, two 13 year olds, and three 25
year olds. Although I did not ask interview participants their age of entry, one volunteered that
she had entered the industry as a 13 year old, and another at age 30.

Although it is impossible to know without considerable interviewing by a lawyer which
of the participants would meet the legal standard of a sex trafficking victim under federal law, 1

did ask the survey participants if they had been victims of force, coercion, or manipulation

33



within the sex industry. Two of them reported being forced at any point in their career in the
industry, and overall 18% reported entering the industry as a victim of force, coercion, or
manipulation, and 30% went on to be forced, manipulated, or coerced within the industry. All
reported that they did not think of themselves as sex trafficking victims, although force, fraud,
coercion, or minors within the sex industry is the federal definition of sex trafficking. For the
purpose of this research, I will compare those who reported being victims of abuse within the
industry to the total results in order to isolate risk factors.

Both participants who entered the industry at 13 years old reported being subject to abuse
when they entered the industry (one force, one coercion or manipulation). None of the 16 or 17
year olds reported entering the industry under abusive conditions, but 18 and 19 year olds did.
No one who entered the industry above the age of 19 reported ever being a victim of abuse
within the industry. The interview participant who entered the industry at 13 years old was
pimped out by a guardian.

To determine which interview participants could be classified as sex trafficking victims, I
consulted with Sienna Baskin, an attorney at the Urban Justice Center who works with sex
workers and sex trafficking victims. Of the seven interview participants who had worked in the
sex trade, she identified three of them as definitely sex trafficking victims, and said that one
likely was, but she would need more information to be certain.

Participants reported substantial changes in their working conditions within the sex
industry. Forty eight percent of participants reported entering the industry working
independently, and 89% went on to work independently. Only seven entered the industry as
victims of force, and no other participants went on to be forced within the industry.

Manipulation and coercion did increase: 11% entered as victims of manipulation or coercion, and
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another 11% went on to be coerced or manipulated. These numbers very closely mirror numbers
from extensive research describing underage people working in New York City’s sex trade
(Terry, Kahn, Dank, Curtis & Dombrowski, 2008).

This has broad implications for trafficking prevention and enforcement in Alaska.
Sargent Lacey, the head of Anchorage Police Department’s vice squad, has stated that she
believes all sex workers have abusive pimps who take all of their money (Shedlock,
2014)(Flaherty, 2014). Jolene Goedin, the head of the Alaska FBI office’s Project Innocence
Lost, has said that she finds it necessary to keep juveniles arrested for prostitution in lock down
facilities until they are willing to name and testify against a pimp “for their own protection.”
This research as well as that of Terry et al. (2008) suggests that many juveniles who sell sex,
while automatically classified as sex trafficking victims by law, may not have pimps or be
victims of abuse within the industry.

Current efforts at preventing domestic minor sex trafficking in Alaska focus on education
intended to help teenagers resist the seductions of pimps. These efforts will largely not serve
young people who are pimped by family members and older teens who enter the industry
independently or working with friends who are also working, who seem to be the majority of
domestic minor sex trafficking victims in Alaska.

This tendency of the rescue industry to appropriate the bad things that do happen in the
sex industry into narratives that do not serve those who are abused in the industry has been
widely noted. Agustin, in their 2004 sex trafficking cult classic, wrote, “the words of these
migrants tell us not that there are no abuses or problems but that ‘trafficking’ is a woefully

inadequate way to conceptualize them” (p. 48).
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All of the participants reported completing high school. Thirty percent had completed a
college degree, and 30% had pursued graduate or vocational school. Several of the survey and
interview participants reported having multiple associate degrees or vocational certificates in
different fields. Of the seven percent who had completed graduate school, all reported entering
the industry as minors.

4.2.1 Limitations of the data. The number (40) and diversity of participants makes this
research a fair representation of people in Alaska’s sex trade. However, the number of
participants who reported entering the industry as minors was much lower. Their responses may
indicate strong trends, but more research would be needed to draw strong conclusions about this
population. Ideally such research would be conducted with those who were currently minors in
Alaska’s sex trade, in order to describe the current reality.

Additionally, only one participant had worked in an Asian massage parlor, and she was
not Asian. Asian massage parlor workers were largely unrepresented in this research, although
there seem to be several of them in Alaska.

Only 15% of participants had been in the sex trade for three years or less. 63% had been
in the industry for over 15 years. These participants probably self-selected for being invested in
safety in the sex trade and they obviously carry a wealth of experience. On the other hand, the
majority of participants do not represent the experiences of those who enter and exit the sex trade
relatively quickly, although some had only worked for short times in financial emergencies over
several years or decades.

Throughout this thesis I will talk about the experiences of those who have been victims of
force, manipulation, or coercion within the sex trade separately from other participants. My

intention is to illustrate the experiences of those who meet the federal definition of sex
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trafficking victims distinctly from that of others in the sex trade to inform policy intended to
assist sex trafficking victims. Those who entered the industry as minors are included in the
federal definitions of sex trafficking victims, but I was not able to filter their responses in the
same way that I was with those who had experienced force, manipulation, or coercion in the
industry. Therefore those who entered as minors are not included (even though they should be),
with those who have experienced force, manipulation, or coercion, except where noted.

The federal definition of sex trafficking is the use of “force, fraud, or coercion” in the
“recruitment, harboring, transportation, provisioning, or obtaining” (Office of the Attorney
General, 2015) of a person for the purpose of a commercial sex act. Because of requirements
that survey questions be at a fifth grade reading level, I simply asked survey participants if they
had been victims of “force, manipulation, or coercion” within the industry. It is possible that
some people checked the box who were victims of force, manipulation, or coercion that was not
related to their “recruitment, harboring, transportation, provisioning, or obtaining” (Office of the
Attorney General, 2015), or otherwise would not technically have met the full legal definition.

On the other hand, this group has identified themselves as having been victimized within
the sex trade, and that is perhaps more relevant than legal definitions. From that perspective, it
may be useful to think of these people separately from those who entered the sex trade as youth,
who often do not identify themselves as victims. The experiences of this group of people are in
some cases drastically different than that of other people in the sex trade, so I believe that it is a
useful, if not ideal, measure.

4.3 Seeking Shelter
Of those who took the survey, only 20% had sought emergency shelter services. This

was reflected in the interviews, in which only one person had sought shelter services. Of those
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who sought services, 83% were unable to obtain shelter. Those unable to obtain shelter included
adults and teens. All identified as white and 60% also checked the box for Alaska Native. Sixty
percent of them had attended or completed graduate school. Those who were denied shelter
represented 50% of the participants who had been victims of force, manipulation, or coercion in
the industry. In other words, 50% of those who took the survey and could be classified as sex
trafficking victims had sought shelter and been turned away. Of those who could be classified as
sex trafficking victims, 100% were unable to access emergency shelter.

Asked what the shelters did that was helpful, participants unanimously said nothing,
some with an added “lol.” What did the shelters do wrong? “[The shelter] wouldn’t let me in
when it was forty below, wouldn’t give me shelter in general,” entered one participant. Another
reported that the Abused Women’s Aid in Crises (AWAIC) shelter in Anchorage does not allow
shelter to transgender women.

Most of the answers seemed to reflect a conflict between how the participant understood
themselves and their world and how the shelter system constructed them. “[The shelter] said I
wasn’t the right kind of victim,” typed a participant who had been a victim of abuse within the
sex industry. One thoughtful participant who had traded sex for survival as a homeless teenager
said “I chose the streets over the shelter system. That was a very, very clear choice. Itried the
shelters. Irealized that I would not be able to maintain a place in that construct and so I chose
going back out onto the streets.”

4.3.1 Limitations and validity of the data. Only 20% of the participants had tried to
seek shelter. Some of them may not have sought that shelter in Alaska. The overwhelming
uniformity of outcomes seems to indicate a very strong trend. However, more research is needed

to draw strong conclusions about Alaskan shelters and people in Alaska’s sex trade.

38



Other research with similar results lend validity to the trend noted here. A 2015 study of
youth engaged in the sex trade found that they engaged in survival sex after “being kicked out of
their families or being denied services at homeless shelters” (Dank, et al., p. 19). Additionally
the youth reported “high rates of service denial” (Dank, et al., 2015, p. 79). Torres and Paz
(2012) also did research with a similar population of youth in the sex trade and were surprised by
how much they heard about “violent experiences at non-profits and with service providers” (p.
36).

Additionally, there has not been any research about how many people in general are
turned away from emergency shelter. It is possible, though it seems unlikely, that 83-100% of
all Alaskans who seek emergency shelter are turned away and that people in the sex trade are not
being treated differently. Ideally future research would compare the shelter experiences of
people in Alaska’s sex trade to other marginalized groups and to all people who sought shelter.

4.3.2 Researcher reflexivity. As a researcher, my understanding of the data is filtered
through and made richer by my own experiences with shelters. Acting as an advocate for people
in Alaska’s sex trade, I have tried to help several people obtain emergency shelter, mostly
unsuccessfully. The following experiences make me inclined to believe that the experiences of
the research participants is typical, and adds nuance and depth to my understanding of their
check boxes on the survey:

A homeless teenage sex trafficking victim was made to leave a youth shelter because she
had cut herself, which made the staff uncomfortable and the director thought that she may be a
suicidal liability. She then had to return to selling sex on the streets to survive.

Another young woman was made to leave the same youth shelter when her boyfriend

tried to break in to assault her and the shelter said that it put the other residents at risk. She was
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left with few choices other than moving in with her violent boyfriend and eventually died under
suspicious circumstances.

I instructed a sex trafficking victim who had escaped from a dangerous situation in a
strange town to go to the local domestic violence shelter. To be allowed to stay, they required
her to tell the story of the violence that had brought her there. She told the story, but was afraid
to name the person who she thought might kill her, and so they did not let her stay. She believed
that because she was Native they thought she was just trying to get a free place to stay. She then
tried the homeless shelter, and was not allowed to stay because she was on felony probation (for
charges related to being sex trafficked). Ilater spoke with the director of the shelter and found
out that their granting requires them to get a story of violence (but not a name) before allowing
anyone access to shelter.

I drove a former sex worker from a rural village to the domestic violence shelter in the
city after her partner had assaulted her. I communicated with the shelter director before doing
this. A dispatcher from the Alaska State Troopers called me and asked me to give her the ride.
Her Village Public Safety Officer strongly recommended that she go. When we arrived at the
shelter the staff told her there was no room. She was left in a strange city with no money, no ID,
and all her and her children’s belongings in a couple suitcases late on a cold Alaskan night. She
had few options for survival other than street level sex work, but had had traumatic experiences
with sex work before. After I sent a few emails to the shelter director, a room opened up, and
other residents later told her that the room had been available the whole time. She thought that
the shelter staff had stereotyped her as being Native and potentially a sex worker or drug user

and didn’t want her in their shelter.
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4.3.3 Analysis of shelter services for people in the sex trade. People who are in need
of, but unable to access, emergency shelter often must make desperate decisions to survive, and
are at risk of abuse within or outside of the sex trade. As one participant, who had been unable
to access shelter as a homeless teen, put it, “you wind up having the biggest assholes in the world
as the ones who will help you with housing and help you with things, and that only facilitate
another problem which is its own kind of trafficking issue.”

Agustin (2007) wondered “why so much passion and effort had not managed to improve
life for people who sell sex. The social sector dedicated to helping them has grown and
diversified, and some of the rhetoric has changed slightly, but the situation for the subjects
themselves is largely unchanged” (Chapter 5, Section 2, para.2). Agustin also asked “how social
agents and their projects remain at the social centre of attention while failing materially to
improve the situations of people who sell sex” (Chapter 5, Section 2, para.2). Later Agustin
concluded that these social agents “construct [their] own objects in order to study, organise,
manage, debate and serve them.” (Chapter 7, para. 6)

Feminist theorists like Smith (2005) and Marcus (1992) criticize the idea of sexual
violence (such as sex trafficking or other violence within the sex trade) as an isolated event.
Instead, they argue, this violence is only one point in a process of gender, class, and racial
interactions that is scripted by the patriarchy. Smith (2005) explains, “sexual violence is a tool
by which certain peoples become marked as inherently ‘rapable.” These peoples are then
violated, not only through direct or sexual assault, but through a wide variety of state policies,
ranging from environmental racism to sterilization abuse” (p. 3). Within this construct, it is the

role of institutions to mark certain peoples as rapable.
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In a recent article on a local news website, an employee of a local youth shelter,
Covenant House, was quoted explaining that they “ask people not to stay here,” (Glaser, 2015, p.
1) if they are perceived as having experience in the sex industry such that they might “recruit
out” (Glaser, 2015, p. 1). Youth with sex trade experience are inherently defined as sex
trafficking victims under federal law. When they are denied emergency shelter they often have
no options other than engaging in sex work. The federal definition of sex trafficking includes
inducing a minor into a commercial sex act. Under this definition, one wonders if some shelters
could be considered criminally responsible for sex trafficking the sex trafficking victims that
they deny shelter to.

Are crisis shelters participating in sexual violence, including trafficking, when they
arbitrarily deny crisis shelter to victims who are trying to escape trafficking situations? More
research is needed to understand the efficacy and discriminatory practices of shelters with sex
workers and other marginalized groups.

4.3.4 Participant recommendations for shelters. As action research, a primary goal of
this thesis is to make actionable recommendations to social agents who serve people in Alaska’s
sex trade. Participants had some advice for shelters:

e “don’t discriminate”

e “It shouldn’t matter what we do for a living or where we met the person we need
protection from.”

o “All people deserve a warm safe place to sleep, whether you approve of their
choices or not.”

e “Treat everyone seeking help the same. No judgment about their jobs.”
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e “To educate staff about the realities for people involved in the sex trade. It is not
helpful to judge nor to refuse services because you do not approve of other
people’s choices.”

o “Let them work.”

Interview participants with experience with shelters (one as a worker, one as a client) had
longer recommendations. The first recommendation is for those in a case management role at
shelters or transitional living programs:

However, again, if you are in a decriminalized situation where you can talk to financial

planners or, you know, who are industry specific, like counselors who are like, “okay

you're coming up from the sex industry we’re gonna have to help you get an apartment, it
might take you three years to wean off of having this need. You’ll go from full-time sex
worker to part-time sex worker to no sex work, because we want to see you graduate
community college, we’re gonna help you get vocational retraining, in order to see that
you can get work in your community where you can pay your bills. And if not and you
still turn a trick every once in a while then at least you will have a support system to go
to.” But here's the last question on that is what you do about taxes, what do you do about
receipts for apartments? So without having a community support system intact where you
can be honest about what's going on, there's always something missing from what you are
presenting financially. And without having a really good support system or people that
really care, you wind up having the biggest assholes in the world as the ones who will
help you with housing and help you with things, and that only facilitate another problem
which is its own kind of trafficking issue. Again consensual but not to veer. The main

thing being that to have declarable income, or lack of declarable income, then a lack of
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being able to make that conversion from cash to declarable income because of tax issues

is another big problem and that’s where a lot of people get stuck - and there is no

consideration for that. You do need to wean people out of the sex industry, it is not just a

magic wand where you can say you are now free go get a job at Wendy's go get a job at

Walmart and I don't see that discussion anywhere in any of this

For crisis shelters, a participants recommend:

It’d be really nice to be able to go to the women’s shelter if they’re from out of
town and they don’t have anywhere to go with them and their kids or something
because people get stuck in this profession and don’t have a way out. I don't know
if you can go to the AWAIC shelter and say I'm a prostitute, I just want help, 1
want to get out of business, will they let somebody in?

Maybe a safety net. If there was... I've seen the ads on back page - if you or
someone else you know is being abused call the helpline — well, that’s not really
going to work. But, you know, if they knew that they were able to go somewhere
safe without questions asked. I know Covenant House just built a bigger place
but I don’t know how to get into those places. Maybe if there was more
knowledge - like this is what you can expect if you want to get out of here call
these numbers and this is the process that you’re gonna go through and it’s going
to be easy and we’re not gonna look at you different because you were a
prostitute.

I would say to not look down upon someone who makes a choice, I mean sure
there are girls out there that do for the wrong reasons, but there are a lot of girls

out there that do with the families pay off car loans, student loans, go to school
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and support themselves. They enjoy the work. Those are girls that like to be
independent and make their own money and if they need to talk to somebody
because some issues arise and they go to talk to someone telling them your choice
and work is not okay and there’s something morally wrong with you they’re not
going to want to talk to a professional and get any kind of help that can arise out
of any kind of work place - if your nurse and you see some trauma, if you're a
teacher and you have to deal with kids coming without lunches and it bothers
you... You know, I have personal experience with being a counselor and I know
that we were always told to meet the client where they were, like mentally and
emotionally and not put our thoughts and aspirations and morals onto the client
just because they don't believe in what we believe. It would be nice for people to
treat others like that.

I will say that maybe there is a need for there to be some kind of advocate liaison
that works between sex workers and law enforcement. People, like where, if you
have a sex worker who has been taken into custody either voluntarily or in some
kind of a RAID or situation. if they are able to have an advocate present who
hasn't just gotten a degree right, but truly understands the industry from both an
experiential and an academic perspective to be there to help make sure the
situation is correctly, uh transcribed or recorded, or that the rights of the person
are clearly, like, that there situation that their rights are clearly understood or any
rights they're giving away are clearly understood... I don't see there being you
know nondenominational compassionate care professionals who can really help

navigate that.
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The recommendations of these participants is grounded in years of experience both as

and with those seeking shelter and as a shelter worker. Their insights are valuable and should be

considered seriously by shelter administrators and staff.

4.4 Accessing Mental Health Services

Fifty-four percent of participants had sought mental health services. Of those, 62% were able

to access the services they were seeking. However, of those who identified themselves as having

been victims of force, manipulation, or coercion within the industry, only 25% were able to

access mental health services. Participants had much to say about what mental health providers

did right:

“Listened.”

“Gave me tools.”

“They gave me all the meds I needed because the pimp I was with got me the best
insurance.”

“Give me professional counseling to become a better person, woman, mother.”
“Medicated me for a couple weeks so I could sleep off a bad experience.”

“Taught me to stay away from the mental health industry.”

Participants also had much to say about what mental health providers had done that was not

helpful:

“[They] suggested Jesus.”

“Their approach was based on stereotype. They were too concerned about my ‘pimp’ of
which I didn’t have one.”

“Drugged me so heavily I could barely read. Told me that wanting to take care of myself

was pathological. Tried to instill a fear of touch and intimacy.”
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e “Everything,”
o “tell me that I need to be positive. Itried to be.”
e “i[sic] was never able to get beyond the intake process. my [sic] mental health issues

made it so that i [sic] was unable to access mental health services haha.”

4.4.1 Participant recommendations for mental health providers.
e “Take the initiative in talking upfront about your biases or openness.”
e “Have empathy, don’t have pity or judgment, let them lead the conversation.”
e “it’s [sic] just a job, get over it”
e “Stop judging people for the way they function/live. Learn harm reduction.”
e “Don’t discriminate. Get educated about local practices of sex workers in your area,”
e “Be aware that we touch a lot of strangers, and don’t act like it’s weird.”
o “allow [sic] me to talk about it and not treat the sex work like that’s the problem. you

[sic] laws are making me crazy.”

Two participants had no advice for mental health providers, pointing out that “they should
already know.”
An interview participant who had significant experience as a mental health provider
explained:
You know, I have personal experience with being a counselor and I know that we were
always told to meet the client where they were, like mentally and emotionally and not put
our thoughts and aspirations and morals onto the client just because they don't believe in
what we believe. It would be nice for people to treat others like that.

They clarified:
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I would say to not look down upon someone who makes a choice. I mean sure there are

girls out there that do for the wrong reasons, but there are a lot of girls out there that do it

[to support] families, pay off car loans, student loans, go to school, and support

themselves. They enjoy the work. Those are girls that like to be independent and make

their own money and if they need to talk to somebody because some issues arise and they
go to talk to someone, telling them “your choice and work is not okay and there’s
something morally wrong with you,” they’re not going to want to talk to a professional
and get any kind of help. That [need for help] can arise out of any kind of work place - if
you’re nurse and you see some trauma, if you're a teacher and you have to deal with kids
coming without lunches and it bothers you.

4.4.2 Limitations and validity of the data. The number of participants who had sought
mental health care is again enough to notice strong trends, but not to draw strong conclusions. In
every area of this research, those who had been victimized in the sex trade were less able to
access services and more likely to encounter violence, (Figure 1; Figure 2) which lends some
validity to those who had been victimized within the industry being less able to access mental
health care.

4.4.3 Discussion of access to mental health services. Those who had been victimized in
the sex trade were able to access mental health care about half as often as those who had not
been victimized. Once again, the effects of stigma and criminalization seem to come down the
hardest on those who have already been victimized. This is explained by organizational violence
theory (Smith, 2005): that the same characteristics of marginalization that make people attractive
to victimizers also makes them targets of discrimination when trying to access shelter and mental

health care.
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Although little research has been conducted about sex workers and mental health
services, sex worker groups do outreach to mental health providers. At a conference I attended
in 2013, sex workers presented to mental health providers about what to say, what not to say, and
how best to provide services to people in the sex trade. The Sex Workers Outreach Project, a
national organization with groups in many cities, maintains lists of non-stigmatizing mental
health providers for sex workers in their areas.

4.5 Medical Care

Eighty-three percent of survey participants indicated that they had sought medical
attention during their time in the sex industry. Ninety-four percent were able to get the medical
services they were seeking, though one participant clarified, “Yes, but many of the services were
compromised because of the service providers being weird about my job.” Only 33% reported
that their medical providers were aware of their involvement in the industry.

What did medical providers do right? They provided people with medical services, and
the participants listed a wide range of treatments they had received.

Despite so many participants being able to access medical services, they had much to say
about what medical providers did wrong:

o “Acted like I was stupid. Didn’t ask if I need help with a drug problem.”
e “lecturing”

e “been bad listeners”

e “Called me dirty and said that I must not use condoms.”

e “didn’t say much of safe sex”

e “Overbook patients and then rush through appointments.”
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o “I'was told that I didn’t deserve to be a patient at their clinic. They thought I was
dirty. They didn’t approve of my attire.”

o “Stigmatized me for my work. DEprioritized [sic] me [because] of my work and
lifestyle.”

e “charge me”

e “Tell me that I shouldn’t be going there so much.”

e “Had an attitude.”

e “Close the door to open communication so that I was not comfortable to speak

openly.”

One participant contextualized her experience with a clinic after being assaulted by explaining:
As a Street Person, living on the edges of society, I learned very quickly there is no
“help” from the straight world. T was judged due to drug use and “bad attitude.” When a
woman who wears no underwear (just cotton drawstring trousers and a tee shirt) and no
shoes is sexually assaulted, she best not ask the police or clinic for assistance. The idea
of taking this matter to the police never crossed my mind but I honestly thought (initially)
that the clinic might help.
4.5.1 Recommendations for medical providers.
Participants had recommendations for medical providers:
e “Get over your bad selves.”
e “Ask questions when something doesn’t look right.”
e “See earlier. Take initiative, don’t expect patients to confide in you if they don’t know
you’re non-judgmental.”

e “we should be able to talk to you about our work without being judged”
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e “your my doctor not my parent”

e “to listen, not lecture”

o “Keep your bigotry out of your medical practice.”

e “No judgments! I never told any providers about my job because I didn’t want to deal
with their judgments. It wasn’t relevant in my case anyway — [ was never seeking care
for anything related to sex work.”

e “They should not discriminate. They should become educated by sex workers in their
local area.”

e “Be aware that we touch a lot of people but other than that... how different are we? So
don’t make it weird. Stigmatized workers don’t like to go to the Dr’s [sic] that
stigmatized them. This affects everyone. Own some neutrality, it’ll do us all a favor.”

e “we aren’t all gonna die of aids”

e “Don’t ask who you have had sex with. I don’t remember all their names. I’'m a big girl
IF I got an STD I can tell the husband myself.”

e “Their attitude is what prevents us from having the specific medical care we need.”

e “To have no judgment. They should appreciate the fact that I’'m seeking care in order to
take good care of myself. It is very disheartening not to be able to be honest with my
Gynecologist [sic]. I need specific care with 90 day screening for STDs. The medical
provider I have now is closed minded therefore I cannot receive the specific care I need.

This hurts everyone.”

4.5.2 Discussion. Health and access to health care are some of the most researched
aspects of the sex trade. This is perhaps reflected in the fact that so many participants were able

to access medical care. Medical care is the only area of the survey where those who had been
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victimized in the sex trade were more able to access care than the rest of the survey participants.
Although participants had a lot of complaints about their doctors and say that their care is
compromised, they are at least being minimally served in this area.
4.6 Police

4.6.1 Police: Reporting crimes. Thirty-nine percent of participants had tried to report to
the police that they had been the victim of a crime while doing sex work. Fifty-three percent had
tried to report being the victim or witness of any kind of crime at all, and 48% had never tried to
make a report to the police. The police took reports from 44% of them, arrested 6%, and
threatened 33% with arrest.

Of those who had been victims of force, coercion, or manipulation in the industry, 80%
had tried to report being the victim or witness of a crime, and the police had taken reports from

only 20% of them, threatened 60% with arrest, and actually arrested 20%.

What happened when particpants tried to report
being the victim or witness of a crime?

Arrested
Threatened With Arrest

Police Took Their Reports

o
[
o

20 30 40 50 60

Figure 1. Reports of being a victim or witness to a crime from the entire survey population.

This figure illustrates the range of responses from participants who tried to report being a
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victim or witness of a crime in four contexts: (a) arrested, (b) threatened with arrest, (c) no

police report taken, and (d) police report taken.

What happened when people who had been
victimized within the industry tried to report
being the victim or witness of a crime?

Arrested

Threatened With Arrest

Police Took Their Reports

Figure 2. Reports of being a victim or witness to a crime only from those who had been
victims within the sex trade. This figure illustrates the range of responses from participants
who tried to report being a victim or witness of a crime in four contexts: (a) arrested, (b)
threatened with arrest, (c) no police report taken, and (d) police report taken.

Being threatened with arrest, being actually arrested, and not having their reports taken
by police seems to have culminated in a subculture that, even if they have not personally tried to
report a crime, still understands reporting to be pointless or dangerous. This understanding is
reflected in this interview participant’s explanation:

I don’t have any personal experience but just from what I've heard from everybody else

that if something bad was to happen to not trust law enforcement to carry out any

justice... I know that if [I became a victim of a crime] I couldn’t just call the police and
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know that everything would be okay. I couldn’t call the police and be treated like a

typical public person.

Another interview participant, when asked if she would go to the police if she became a
victim of a crime, responded, “Oh, you're on your own here, pretty much. You’re on your own.
No I wouldn’t go to the police if I were a victim of a crime.”

I had the following discussion with a participant who had had significant experience
attempting to report sex trafficking:

T: if you became a victim of a crime while you were involved in sex work, would you

call the police?

P: It depends on the situation and where I’m at.

T: Here in Alaska.

P: I can’t answer that, it would depend on the situation and where I’m at.

T: If you became a victim of sex trafficking would you call the police here in Alaska?

P: Not necessarily, no. Because I think that if you were a victim of a crime that's truly a

crime at that level you need to deal with politicians, not law enforcement. You cannot

call 911. At a base level it’s bullshit... [Lengthy example of calling 911, removed to
protect participant’s anonymity.] ... That's an example of calling 911, you either get like

a SWAT team surrounding your property over the fact that, like, you know, your cat is

stuck in a tree or you are going to have a serious situation where you cannot get the

people that you need in the manner that you need effectively. That's my view on that.

And after the situation that happened last month the odds of my calling 911 for anything

ever again are very little, because if you don't have a direct number for behind the

computer system, if you don't know someone in the system, you don't have like a
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detective that you can call, or lieutenant that you can call, or politician that you can call
who can call someone for you, you're not going to get what you need. You’re going to
going to get a mess. A very public mess at that.

One participant expressed a concern that:
When somebody who's just been attacked in the sex industry comes to their attention by
reporting it to the police - then them being released back into the immediate environment
—it’s endangering everyone involved. Them, their peers. If they don't have resources to
support themselves or to leave the area they are danger and a detriment everyone around
them, including themselves.

Another participant, when asked if she would go to the police if she became a victim of a crime

like sex trafficking or rape responded:
Sex trafficking, yes, because there’s someone to snitch on basically. Every time I've
encountered the cops that’s what they really want. They didn't really want me they
always wanted someone bigger than me that they can get to give a felony charge to. The
last time I was caught they threatened to charge me as a sex offender, charge me with sex
trafficking, even tho I was an independent, no children involved, nothing. Just me, and
they tried to charge me as a sex offender, they tried to charge me with sex trafficking
myself.
If T were raped? Jesus Christ it depends on the area honestly and how it happens.
Unfortunately, because of the nature of my work people don't view rape the same way
always. I mean if I were absolutely like violently attacked, if someone came in here or I
was just walking around someone raped me, yeah. But if someone's in my work space

and they forced me to have sex with them. It would be the same emotionally
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psychologically for me, but legally proving that that’s what exactly incurred - or someone
saying that actually theft, which is insulting. Because might my work is about consensual
sex it’s not about nonconsensual sex and so... would I pursue it? Yeah I would, just to
see what would happen, honestly. To tell you the truth because I want to make the
systems better. Women not talking about it, women not going to the police allows the
violence against sex workers to continue, to perpetuate. I mean ultimately I will do the
right thing. I mean, that’s why I’'m homeless and have no friends right now, because I've
always done the right thing.

One participant had called the police and had a somewhat positive experience:
I have called the police before, that's worked in my favor. Yeah, I had somebody who, a
customer who wanted to take the money back at the end and, uh, he wouldn’t leave. I
called the police to get him thrown out, and the police did come. He didn’t think the
police were gonna come, and they did come, and they took him out. And uh, the police
wanted to know how I made contact with him because of course he, I mean I don’t know
what exactly he told them but they kept asking me, you know, they wanted to know the
circumstances under which I came into contact with him and I just, you know, wouldn’t
tell them and so he wasn't charged with anything but you know, they got him out, and 1
got the money. So that worked.

Another participant when asked if she would call the police if she became a victim of rape or sex

trafficking simply said, “no.” When asked why, she said, “Because I would be arrested.”
One participant had gone to the FBI and tried to report that she and her coworkers were

being sex trafficked:
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In the 1993, I believe it was, or 1992, T actually went to the FBI in Manhattan and I
reported part of a syndicate after I was beaten up and given a bad check from the legal
company that was a front for illegal activity. There were some things building to that, but
the reason that I was beaten up was because the workers were locked in on a premise and
we needed to get supplies because the house was selling our supplies at like 100%
markup. All of the workers needed supplies [supplies likely means shampoo, condoms,
make-up, and food] and I was voted as being the person who had the most self-
confidence and ability to try to communicate that, and it ended up with me being beaten
up and potentially put into it an even more detrimental situation. I had to think about that
long and hard because other people supported my doing it. The problem at that point was
that it would take hundred calls to vice and in an area of the country each from separate
people who all were willing to identify themselves with their full legal name, and until
there were 100 complaints put in an investigation could not be opened up. And if
anything happened to you at that point in time if you were a hooker or defined as an
aberrant of any kind you would get a stamp on your file that said that you were not a
human investigation. The NH stamp was for people who were sex workers, drug pushers,
gang people, and if you got out there was no investigation. So there was a lot there.
When I did that, it just proved to be ridiculous because at that point in time, like, to me, if
workers are actually locked in — except that I do, I now understand lock in concepts I am
not saying that lock in is always bad - but when workers are locked in and forced to pay
markup, a huge markup for all supplies and they're not even allowed out for air. They
could be physically abused if they tried to air that and then they are given bad checks that

they are not able to legally work with as far as trying to recover funds lost. Once you
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have like actually pimped people out and had them do sex work for money that they're
never going to receive and you have all those other things, to me that is genuine
trafficking. Even if it doesn't meet the definition of what's going on now because you are
— you’ve willingly gone somewhere and you willingly agreed to work but just not
understood the conditions so to me it’s like trafficking, it's part of the reason why I say
that the present definition is just ridiculous

That participant further explained:
Leading up to now, all of my contact with law enforcement has been so ridiculously
clearly defined by what their present administrative goal directive is as opposed to what
the actual needs of people are, that you realize that you have to understand more about
what's going on from the national and state perspective politically before you go to the
police. It's not about a crime or a moral code or ethics it's about the political framework,
the contextual framework, the political structure of the administration that is existent in
the time that you are potentially experiencing a problem. That's not how law
enforcement is defined to you when you’re a child but now I get that. So, you know, if
you see something bad happening you have to take into consideration whether or not the
time period, the belief of the time period that you’re in, is going to wind up understanding
the nature of the crime. I realize now that it wasn’t ridiculous that I went to the FBI but it
was ridiculous that I would believe that anybody would care if there was no money
attached to them caring about something. There has to be like some kind of cookie that
they're getting. Law enforcement needs to be told there’s a reason for them to care about
something. Basically that would be the final answer I have on that. Law enforcement

doesn’t do things because of a need to protect people, they do things according to policies
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that are given to them, because that's simply the way that law enforcement works and

how their money is distributed to them.

A participant who had been sexually and physically assaulted by police officers related a time
when she had been the victim of a crime and,

Unfortunately, I'm scared to file a report with the police because there's a chance of me

being arrested . . . [the sex trafficking laws are] affecting people horribly you know it's,

it's people who . . . Like myself, I'm retired now but when I was working, you know,
what would be a prostitution charge is now you’re gonna be a sex trafficker. I don't really
understand how you can sex traffick yourself or coerce yourself. So, um ... I do know
one other person and she was definitely a victim in a case but she got labeled a sex
trafficker, so, it's crazy.

Another participant reported:

[ have a friend that was walking on [a local stroll] a couple years ago and a guy in a

truck had raped her and she already knew who it was and she reported it to the

police. Other girls had reported the same thing happening and he’s still driving
around doing what he does. Sadly. [The police] ignored her. They didn’t do
anything atall. I don’t know the specific details but [ know that she was really
frustrated about it and she didn’t feel safe at all.

Overall, despite sex trafficking and prostitution laws being intended to protect vulnerable
people in the sex industry, 74% of participants reported that they had been the victim or witness
of a crime that they didn’t report to the police because they were afraid they would be arrested,
they didn’t think the police would do anything, they didn’t want to draw attention to themselves

or their coworkers, or other reasons.
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Were you the victim or witness of a crime that
you did not report to the police?

No |
Yes, other |

Yes, | didnt report because I didn't want to _

draw attention to myself or my coworkers
Yes, | didn't report because | didn'tthink the _

police would do anything
Yes, | didn't report because | thought | would _
be arrested

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45

Figure 3. Not reporting. This chart illustrates participants responses about whether they had
reported crimes or not, and why.

Of those who had been victims of force, fraud, or manipulation within the industry, 100%
reported that they had been the victim or witness of a crime they did not report to the police.

4.6.1.1 Researcher reflexivity about reporting crimes. As an advocate for people in the
sex trade, I have had many experiences trying to help people report crimes and talking to them
about their options around reporting crimes. I have also had experience reporting when I was the
victim of a crime and being “rescued” from sex trafficking. I have also presented to and
consulted with federal and local law enforcement (outside of Alaska) about doing outreach to
victims of trafficking into the commercial sex industry.

About 15 years ago, I reported to police that I had been the victim of a crime while
working as a dancer. They made fun of my dress, said that I was probably lying, and threatened
to arrest me. Later a detective told me that I should expect to be assaulted because of my job.

Although this experience did not happen in Alaska and is far from my only experience with
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police officers, it offers me one lens through which to understand participants’ experiences being
turned away from reporting crimes.

In August of 2014 several other people and I engaged in an ongoing effort to report a
man who was threatening Fairbanks sex workers, saying that he was a police officer and would
arrest them if they did not pay him $1000. Different police departments and an assistant attorney
general told us that they would take a report but couldn’t do anything, that they would take a
report but it would be classified as an “unreportable report,” that the victim(s) had “some
exposure” to potentially being charged with sex trafficking, and that there was no way a victim
could be granted immunity. Eventually, after we involved the governor’s office and the media,
the police arrested the man. Then, instead of contacting the victim through the means she had
made available, the police went to her house and intimidated her. I was on the phone with her
and overheard a conversation where an officer asked her repeatedly in an aggressive tone how it
felt to be threatened by a police officer. The police then gave her phone number to a religious
group, who called her repeatedly until she changed her phone number.

During the course of reporting this situation, I asked another officer what would have to
happen for people in the sex trade to access equal protection under the law. He said that it would
have to be taken up with the legislature. He explained that sex trafficking is facilitated by the
criminalization of prostitution, saying, “Sex trafficking, that involves a lot of prostitution and
what have you. Women [sic] get in bad situations with prostitution, you know, because
prostitution is illegal and that makes it easy to take advantage of women in those situations.”

Just a couple months before that, a friend had called me from Europe, where she had been
travelling and doing sex work. She had been staying in a hostel and met a man who said that he

knew how to advertise her services and get customers in that country, something she had been
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having some trouble with. She moved into his apartment to work with him, and her passport
immediately went missing. He quickly changed their financial agreement and started taking
most of the money she earned. Although I urged her to go to the police and offered to buy her a
plane ticket to anywhere, she was more afraid of the police than she was of the trafficker.

A person I know who was violently and dramatically sex trafficked for years by a man
who kidnapped, imprisoned, raped, and tortured her was charged with dozens of counts of
conspiracy to traffick at the federal level. According to the charging documents, what she gained
from the conspiracy was the use of the trafficker’s space for “commercial sex acts” which she
was trafficked into (Appendix F). She spent over two years in a federal prison and now faces
significant discrimination in accessing housing and employment because of her sex trafficking
conviction.

When I have spoken with police officers about sex trafticking victims, they have often
expressed confusion that victims do not seem to want to be “rescued,” that they will not testify
against traffickers, that they hide from police, and that they go back to sex work. Some Alaskan
law enforcement officers have explained to me that all sex work is sex trafficking, but that most
victims do not realize they are victims. Therefore, some of them believe, it is necessary to
imprison these “victims” to protect them from their own bad choices.

These are just a couple recent examples of the dozens of experiences I have had related to
people in the sex trade reporting crimes. Along with organizational violence theory, symbolic
violence, Bourdieu’s (1986) theories about the force of law, and other theories, these experiences
each offer a slightly different lens through which to view participants’ experiences. Together,

these lenses offer a crystallization, or multiple complex interpretations to describe a deeply
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thorough and yet partial reality. Crystallization allows for multiple contrasting ways of
understanding a reality to become a whole, multi-faceted crystal.

4.6.1.2 Analysis: Reporting crimes. Many participants mentioned that they are targets
for violence because criminals know that they will not report to the police, or that police would
not take their reports. Organizational violence theory (Smith, 2005) would say that police
systemically turning away people in the sex trade who are trying to report crimes marks these
people as “rapeable.” In this way, without communicating about it, police and criminals seem to
cooperate in the victimization of people in the sex trade. McClintock (1992) agreed, saying that
prostitutes are “unrapeable” — that because they have ruined their private property value to
individual men, the patriarchy views the rape of prostitutes as non-rapes (p. 72). Bourdieu
(1986) explained it differently, saying that a function of the law is to maintain the power that
some groups have over other groups (p. 814).

4.6.1.3 Validity and reliability. One way of establishing the validity and reliability of
research is to compare it to other research and academic work. People in the sex trade being at
risk of violence because they cannot access police protection has been mentioned in many
theoretical and qualitative works (Agustin, 2007; Agustin, 2013; Almodovar, 2002; Goffman,
1963; Grant, 2014; Iman et al., 2014; McClintock, 1992; Ditmore & Thukral, 2003; Venkatesh,
2008). I am not aware of any other research that attempts to quantify the issue.

4.6.2 Arrest. Fifty-seven percent of participants had been arrested as adults and 17% as
minors. Overall, 65% of participants had had some contact with police. Ofthose who had been
victims of force, manipulation, or coercion within the industry, 80% had been arrested as adults.
With the stated goal of current policy being to protect vulnerable people in the sex industry, it

seems encouraging that police have had the chance to outreach to 65% of people in Alaska’s sex
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trade and 80% of those legally defined as sex trafficking victims, but participants did not report
positive experiences.

Of those who had been arrested, only 47% were charged with anything and only 21%
were convicted of anything. Eleven percent were charged with sex trafficking and 32% were
charged with prostitution.

Police inquired as to whether participants were being trafficked only 6% of the time, and
none of the time for those who had been victims of force, manipulation, or coercion within the
industry. Thirty three percent of participants felt that police had provided them with appropriate

protection, services, and referrals, and 80% felt that they had not (participants could check both

Experiences With Police

Physically assauited or robbed
Sexually assaulted

Pleasant interaction

Detained but not arrested

In a bust but not arrested

Arrested asa minor

Arrested as an adult

o

10 20 30 <0 50 60

Figure 4. Reports of contact with a police officer. This figure illustrates the range of
experiences reported by respondents including (a) no contact (b) other (c) physically
assaulted or robbed (d) sexually assaulted (e) detained but not arrested (f) in a bust but
not arrested (g) arrested as a minor (h) arrested as an adult.

yes and no, presumably those who checked both boxes were referring to different incidents). Of

those who had been victims of force, manipulation, or coercion within the industry, none felt
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they had been provided with appropriate protection, services, and referrals, and 100% felt that

they had not.

Here are some of the things that survey participants had to say about their experiences with

the police:

e “They wanted me to be a confidential informant on a mob case.”

e “During that time in my life I would not speak to the police. We wore whistles around
our necks and blew them hard if we saw the police to warn others, there’s a sweep. 1 was
very good at not being seen.”

o “We called the cops on an abusive pimp situation [in Canada], they responded
appropriately... the girl (not woman) concerned was free, the coercer (pimp) hasn’t been
free since. Thanks Ontario!”

e “We don’t call no cops. Cops bust dope addicts, whores, and crazy people.”

e “Violence is violence. People buying or selling drugs or sex is not that. I have reported
violence.”

e “Reporting is very political. In some situations I would.”

e “I was once charged with Crossing Against a Red Light [sic] in an intersection where
there was no light. Now, Who Was Impaired [sic], I ask you. But I did not ask the judge.
Just held my mud and paid the fine.”

o “Last time I was stopped by the police for something completely unrelated and I made
the mistake of admitting I was a stripper, they commented how “unusual” and “pretty
good” it was that I had only been arrested once in my life and I didn’t have any warrants

or other traffic violations, or convictions.”

e “The police suck.”
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e “Just don’t piss them [the police] off. They are run by their own egos.”

e “My friend gave one a blow job before being arrested. She was never charged.”

When asked what the police had done that was helpful about two thirds of survey respondents
said nothing or a variation of nothing. Other responses included:

o “When they arrested me they were very professional.”

e “Stay in their cars and off the streets.”

e “lol, nothing. Fuck the police.”

e “They did all the booking in the room and I was on my way in 30 minutes.”

e “Nothing — it was ridiculous and dangerous to speak with law enforcement.”

What did police do that was not helpful?

e “You mean besides arresting me and all the girls I worked with and charging us with
organized crime?”

e “corruption, demanding bribes, cruel, sadistic, beating, frame ups, etc. the whole
nightmare”

e “when they arrested me I lost my car and a lot of money. a different time I had to pay a
cop not to get arrested, and a couple times I had to give them free services.”

e “arrested me.”

e “Put me in danger from the people they were supposedly trying to “rescue” me from.
Created a situation where I had no access to housing or safety.”

e “Arrest me for marijuana that wasn’t mine. Yelled and treated me like dirt. Tried to

accuse me of prostitution because there were young male friends in the group I was with.
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We were just a group of people sitting around listening to music and 2 of them had weed.
I wasn’t charged with prostitution, luckily.”

e “Roust me for no reason. ‘Move Along, Move Along....” Street people got no right to
assemble.”

o “Arrested me for something I didn’t do.”

e “They lied to get the arrest and conviction.”

e “arrest and harass me until I was forced from my home.”

e “they were snide and made rude comments.”

e “How do we open a dialogue with people that are afraid of us or think they know better

than us what we need?”

One interview participant relayed the following experiences with arrests and stings:
P: T knew a couple ladies who went to go see a guy together who turned out to be a police
officer. He gave one of the girls that was only 19 at the time alcohol. He also received
oral sex from one of the ladies and then arrested her and said that he had seen her reviews
online and wanted to see for himself what it was all about.
T: And did she get prosecuted? Do you know?
P: She got a prostitution charge. This was before they did the sex trafficking legislation .
.. she actually went to jail.
T: For giving a cop a blow job?
P: Yes. Yes. And like I said did I talk about the one friend that I know... About having
sex with a cop and then them downstairs?
T: Um, I don’t think so.

P: Okay so I know another lady who went to see someone who was supposed to be a
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customer who ended up being a police officer and they had sex to completion. He tried to
make her take the money but she did not take the money. He told her he was going to
arrest her and she informed him that he couldn’t because they had not broken any law.
He then proceeded to say “You're a very wise woman and I'm proud of you,” proceeded
to walk her downstairs where there's two other officers standing there waiting and he
shook his head no at them.
A participant who had spent decades in the business all over the world related the following
experiences:
Participant: I did witness, in the Westheimer districts of Houston that the police would,
um, harass the women out there, the trans women, they would um try to catch them and
arrest them. They were always being like these undercover, yanno, try to do this
undercover shit with these rickety cars they get from impound and there's also a lot of
corruption, this was in Houston, Houston Texas, and they, like, my friend Sharee who
was genetic female she got picked up and handcuffed and she came to my house in
handcuffs, I helped cut her out of handcuffs. (laughing). She got away from a policeman
who was going — he threatened to throw her in the [river] if she didn’t perform oral sex
on him.
Tara: Uh huh.
P: So he just arrested her for, you know, because he wanted to have sex with her.
T: Mhmmm.
P: So yeah, the police have been adversarial, they’ve been very adversarial.

Tara: And have you had experiences or been aware of experiences like that in Alaska?

68



P: Uh, I have never had any problems with the police here but I do know that they go
after women who are in the sex industry and they’re constantly, you know, wasting
resources on going after women who are in the sex industry.
4.6.2.1 Limitations of the data. Not all of the experiences related by participants in this
section happened in Alaska, although many did. Many are a reflection of the practices of some
Alaskan police officers. Overall they are a reflection of experiences that are common to people
in the sex trade, experiences that they take with them when considering reporting a crime to the
police.
4.6.2.2 Discussion and analysis. While over half of the participants had been arrested,
only 27% of those who had been arrested were convicted of anything. Over half of those who
had been arrested were not even charged. Does this low conviction rate for a misdemeanor
crime justify alienating people in the sex trade and effectively denying them access to protection
under the law? One wonders what positive purpose these arrests might serve.
4.6.3 Participant recommendations for police. Participants had advice for police
officers:
e “Listen!”
e “keep the good cops get rid of the rapist cops and leave us alone”
e “That they should think carefully about when else you’d arrest someone you think is a
victim.”
e “Stop arresting, raping, coercing, robbing, and threatening them. Take their reports
seriously and think of them as experts in their industry and the abuses that might happen
init.”

e “better to have a group of people [sex workers working together] than alone”
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“Leave them alone? See and treat them as human beings? Don’t assume they’re guilty
of something more or that they’re criminals at all.”

“Since police are paid to serve and protect, I would like it if they would serve and protect.
I’ve found their [sic] are some police that are Good People. I never knew that all the time
that I was an outlaw because I had to run and hide from the police.”

“Treat us like any other American citizen, and realize we have the right to feel safe.”
“Allow up to independents to work together for safety.”

“Whore monger police officers ought not be investigating sex trade workers.”
“Honestly, deal with the rampant misogyny. Take females more seriously.”
“Decriminalize indoor sex work.”

“I have no idea.”

“Nothing. Police don’t serve or protect anything.”

“To go after the rings of illegal immigrant prostitution run by foreigners, the pedophiles,
and the guys that prey on the underage. Independent escorts are not hurting anyone and
it’s consenting adults. Grow up and get a clue that prostitutes exist to ward of adultery.”
“Listen.”

“Be kind.”

“Honor labor”

“stop hunting us and start protecting us.”

“If its volunteering [voluntary] should be allied [allowed] to do so.”

“leave us alone and if we need help don’t arrest us.”

“Don’t arrest them. Connect them with meaningful services if they exist. Know your

community.”
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e “Fire that [one officer] in Anchorage and other cops who rape us. Stop arresting us and
start taking our reports seriously. Stop having sex with kids in your stings.”

e “better [for sex workers] to be with others than alone so there is no abuse”

o “With current attitudes and laws, mostly just leave them alone. Laws need to be changed
and police need to be seriously retrained.”

e “Get to know people involved in the sex trade as human beings, not criminals, not
hapless victims. Listen to what people in the sex trade say. Stop assuming you know.”

e “To protect and serve them just as with anyone else.”

e “Go after the slave trade and leave the rest of the folks alone!!”

e “Stop working in law enforcement.”

e “Be aware of how sexist the space is. Assume the female or female presenting human is
under a ton of pressure.”

e “help me when I ask. don’t try to ‘save me.””

o “Ifthey are of age leave them alone.”

e “Go after the pedophiles and men that prey on young women. Serial killers would also
be a better place for them to spend their time.”

e “Include us in criminal activity [investigations]. We may be better equipped to find
people who hurt our children and hold them accountable (cops).”

o “Well — it has to be decriminalized before law enforcement can “serve” the industry...”

e “I don’t think [police] can be “told,” they can only be subject to law.”

Interview participants also had recommendations for the police about how to better serve and

protect people in Alaska’s sex trade:
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Participant: I would say follow the Netherlands model and some make it safe and legal
for those who are in the industry and outlaw the dangerous element of it which is
pimping. Pimping is illegal in Amsterdam and in the Netherlands. And stop arresting the
people who are involved in this. It’s two consenting adults. But when you have an
element, you know, of the pimping — you know you have a pimp who’s forcing someone
into doing this in taking their money that is where there's usury, that is where there’s
victimization.
Tara: What would you say that the differences are, or is there difference between a pimp
and a reputable agency?
P: Yeah, there’s a huge difference. Usually pimps get people hooked on drugs and they
steal all their money and they beat them, and the reputable agencies they get you clients
and they act as a go between, they don’t beat anybody, they don’t, you know, they don’t
victimize.
T: So legally what would be the difference between the two?
P: Legally one is a violent sociopath, and the other is a business.

Other participants explained:

e You know, it’s like, if a woman comes to you and she’s raped, treating her like a
criminal is not gonna help her. It’s not gonna help anybody catch this rapist. It
doesn’t matter if he rapes a prostitute or a fucking school teacher, you know, the
crime is the same. They need to treat them like the victims that they are and not
treat them like criminals.

e Well you should stop arresting people for prostitution in the first place. That’s the

main thing that has to happen. And you have to have some equal protection under
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the law for people who work in the sex industry. I mean that they need to feel
free to access all the laws, different types of laws, labor laws, you know, to be
able to call the police and expect that they’re not going to be extorted. Because
you know you can be extorted by police officer, an active police officer, as easily
as somebody who's not working in the police. so yeah, stopping the arrests of
prostitutes and our customers, yeah.

Stop pursuing us like hunted animals. Jesus Christ, what the hell am I doing that’s
so wrong? I'm not doing anything wrong. I basically am being a companion for
the, especially up here, for a population of men that there's just not enough
women for. If there were not paid sexual services in this area your men would be
raping women to have a sexual outlet or they would have to share female partners,
and nobody wants to share their female partners, you know. So it’s either that,
either have prostitution or have people raping people like crazy around here. It’s
really ridiculous there's way too many men to a few women. And in areas where
it's not like that who cares? These are people’s private sexual lives. Stop
pursuing the criminalization of prostitution and then we can talk about other
things, you know. If you stop pursuing the criminalization of prostitution that I
can come to you when I’m raped, then I can come to you when I'm robbed, then
you can pursue violent crimes. Not crimes that I’'m doing, I don’t bring violent
crime. I’'m not a drug user I actually am educated, I have a degree, I'm pursuing
another degree. So all these stories about what prostitutes are and the way they are
things that they do that they think are wrong always have to do something

moralistic it has nothing to do the actual crime that is made up of prostitution.

73



The act of having sex with someone for money is no different than act of having
sex with someone for a free date. It’s still an exchange of goods. But that's that's
okay but if I get paid that money for a date directly in cash, then that’s an issue...
What the hell else are you gonna do, there’s like 20 men to every woman here!
I'm sorry I’'m gonna keep charging!

We’re human beings and we should expect to be treated like human beings and if
somebody does something horrible to us we should be able to go to the police
without worrying about repercussions and, um, yeah, we’re human beings, treat
us like them.

I would tell them that they need to handle the case just as they would with
anybody else. If somebody gets robbed, if somebody gets raped, if somebody gets
threatened, those are serious charges and the person coming forward with it does
not need to fear being arrested.

First, if someone is truly in a bad situation there is an acute need to get a
preliminary statement with the understanding that that person is probably
emotionally volatile or exhausted or overwhelmed or physically not well; and that
there will be a need not only for preliminary statement, but also secondary support
statement a few days to a week after an incident happens to see if in a calm
situation how the two statements align. There is need to get people to a place
where they can be safely evaluated psychologically and physically and given
proper nutrition to determine if they are okay and resources available to figure out
if somebody can be released back into their own environment or if somehow they

need to have a new environment created for them. And that’s the problem
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because what is law enforcement supposed to do? When somebody who's just
been attacked in the sex industry - because by reporting it to the police and them
being released back into the immediate environment — it’s endangering everyone
involved. Them, their peers. If they don't have resources to support themselves or
to leave the area they are danger and a detriment everyone around them including
themselves. So I don't know that's a challenging question that would have to be
systemically broken down into all the different, like main problems for that area,
the facets attached to those problems. What you would do if somebody is trying
to get away from a pimp is really different from what you would do if somebody
was attacked by a psychotic client. And how then also the police communicate a
problem to the community as a whole, if the police need to have a community —
let’s say there's a serial killer on the loose. Police need to be able to communicate
with people on the street. People on the street don't trust the police. Everybody is
at risk now for more bad things happening. So it depends on what the bad thing is
and how the area communicates - how the community communicates with each
other in a given area to problem solve on those things. But dialogue is essential.
If the people at street level whether that be in-house, or on the street, or law
enforcement, or healthcare workers and advocacy groups don't all have a way of
communicating with each other than when there is a crisis there is no way for a
resolution. At least not a genuine resolution.
4.6.4 Violence from police officers. As noted above, participants consistently
referenced police officers who are rapists or otherwise violent or abusive. Overall 26% of survey

participants reported being sexually assaulted by police. Of those who had been victims of force,
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manipulation, or coercion within the industry, 60% reported being sexually assaulted by an
officer. In interviews, only those who met the federal definition of a sex trafficking victim had
been assaulted by police officers. Of the four interview participants who met the federal
definition of a sex trafficking victim, three had been sexually assaulted by police officers. For
two of them, this occurred before they entered the industry. Another was physically assaulted by
officers before entering the industry, and raped by a police officer after many years in the sex
industry.

Survey participants, while they frequently referenced sexual assault by officers, did not
provide much qualitative data. Altogether three interview participants shared the following nine
anecdotes of police violence, and other related anecdotes (much of the time they referred to
themselves as “a friend” or “someone they knew” to protect themselves from potential
investigations — other times a friend was really a friend):

o “I myself have had them pose as customers and actually complete a sexual act with me
and then try to arrest me however I didn’t touch the money so they couldn’t arrest me
and, um. .. I felt raped after. Completely raped. So that's... recently I had one emailing
me was saying he was the police and I was going to be arrested if I didn’t give him
money, he was attempting to extort me and unfortunately I'm scared to file a report with
the police because there's a chance of me being arrested.”

e “When I was a kid I was in a park with a friend of mine, yeah we were underage and
drinking beer in the park which we shouldn’t have been doing, but they beat my friend
into a coma.”

e “I ended up going to a girls home from 13 to 14 and we were bad kids and tried to

escape. They ended up beating us up and throwing us in solitary confinement until our
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bruises healed so then nobody could see that and nobody would believe us because we
were bad kids.”

“Okay so I know another lady who went to see someone who was supposed to be a
customer who ended up being a police officer and they had sex to completion, he tried to
make her take the money but she did not take the money. He told her he was going to
arrest her and she informed him that he couldn’t because they had not broken any law.
He then proceeded to say “You're a very wise woman and I'm proud of you,” proceeded
to walk her downstairs where there's two other officers standing there waiting and he
shook his head no at them.”

“I definitely feel like I’ve had a lot of run-ins with, you know, cops that were, I wouldn’t
call them good cops. I’d say. But I was never, like, assaulted. You know what I mean?
I have friends that were. I don’t really like the police.”

“[Police] chasing my Dad down when he was on a motorcycle, knocking him off his bike
and jumping him, there were like eight of them.”

“It was in the middle of the day I was walking, by the police, I was walking to catch a bus
and the police, because I was in the area that I was in and I had a acid wash miniskirt on
and a little tank top, they wanted to see whether or not I was, I was trans. And they
ripped my underwear off, one of them put his hand up my skirt and ripped my underwear
off, he slammed me down on the car, he injured me. Um, left me with some broken
fingers, broken toes, fractured cheekbone. And they felt perfectly okay with this because
there was no law to protect me from this kind of, uh, this kind of discrimination. You... |
mean when you you deny a certain group of people protections or rights or say... you're

saying that it's okay to abuse these people. I mean, you set a precedent, you know what
ying y peop y p y
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I’'m saying? You set a precedent. I mean, there are plenty of people who hate black
people but they would never act upon it because it is against the law to discriminate and
it’s against the law to harm them now. So therefore people who would harm them or
discriminate against them keep that under wraps because they know there's laws against it
and there’s consequences. These officers didn’t feel like there was any consequences to
do that. They left me there ina 7 11 parking lot. I was bleeding, I had my skirt ripped. 1
basically looked like a rape victim or an assault victims and people were just mortified
because they just saw a teenage girl get assaulted by police officer, by two police
officers... and yeah, these guys didn’t feel like there was any consequences.”

“[My friend], she got picked up and handcufted and she came to my house in handcuffs, 1
helped cut her out of handcuffs. (laughing). She got away from a policeman who was
going — he threatened to throw her in the [river] if she didn’t perform oral sex on him...

So he just arrested her for, you know, because he wanted to have sex with her.”

Another participant related a story after the recorder had been turned off. A police officer

had come to her home in Alaska to arrest her boyfriend. After handcuffing her boyfriend and

taking him out to the car, the officer returned to her home and raped her. The same participant

reported being coerced into sex by correctional officers as a youth.

Another participant related the following experience, which is troubling but does not include

Participant: I have another friend who before she even got in the business she was living
in [another state]. Walking down the street going to her grandma's house who lived on
that side of town. A police officer pulls her over and asked her what she's doing and she

said she is walking to her grandmother's house. He told her no that's not what you're
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doing, I know what you're out here doing. He didn’t catch her in anybody's car, talking to
anybody. He put her in the back of the cop car threw her purse at her, took her down to
the police station, never got out, said you are either going to jail or you’re going to sign
this saying that you're out here trying to do prostitution. So to avoid embarrassment of the
whole family and going to jail she just signed it. She was 19, she didn't know any better.
T: Wow, and then did she later go into the business?

P: Yes.

T: Do you think that it was like because of that, or...?

P: She was already, she already had that stigma on her, so why not?

One participant concluded her stories of police violence by saying, “As we’re talking more
stories are, like, I’m starting to think about more things, but that’s really all I have right now.
That’s enough. That’s enough for a life time.”

4.6.5 Responses correlated with police violence. Of the four interview participants who
met the legal definition of a sex trafficking victim, three reported being assaulted by a police
officer. The one who did not report being assaulted by an officer was the only one who had tried
to report to law enforcement that she was a victim of sex trafficking. In the surveys, 93% of
those who reported being sexually assaulted by a police officer also reported that they had been
the victim or witness of a crime that they did not report to police.

None of the survey participants who reported being sexually assaulted by police officers had
entered the industry working independently. Following entry, all went on to work
independently. Both of the participants who reported being robbed or physically assaulted by

police officers reported that they had criminal records that made it difficult for them to leave the
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sex industry. Both had been the victim or witness of a crime they didn’t report, and both had
been arrested as adults.

When asked what the primary threat to people in Alaska’s sex trade is, both of those who
reported being robbed or physically assaulted by police and all but one of those who reported
being sexually assaulted by police named the police as the primary threat to people in Alaska’s
sex trade.

4.6.6 Analysis: Police violence. While this is not enough data to draw strong
conclusions about the relationship between police violence and abuse within the sex trade, the
relationship seems very disturbing. Do people who have already been assaulted by police
officers make good targets because people know they have been traumatized by police? Do
intersecting oppressions that mark people as targets for abusers also make them targets to police
who are abusers? How does being assaulted by those tasked with serving and protecting them
affect a person’s identity and relationship to society? More research is needed to understand
these issues.

4.6.7 Validity, reliability, and limitations. This question was skipped by 17
participants, which reduces its quantitative reliability. However, reliability can be increased by
comparison with similar research. Arrington et al. (2008) found that 17% of 104 Washington
DC sex workers had been asked to provide sexual services to police officers to avoid arrest and
9% had been physically assaulted by police officers. Decker, Pearson, Illangasekare, Clark, and
Sherman (2013) found that among 35 Baltimore sex workers, 6% reported being forced or
coerced to have sex with police officers within the previous month. Torres & Paz (2012) found

that among reports of violence by youth in the sex trade, 30% of the violence was from police.
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These statistics lend some reliability to the 26% of participants who reported being sexually
assaulted by police.

In Russia, Odinokova, Rusakova, Urada, Silverman, and Raj (2014) found a strong
correlation between police sexual coercion and other sexual victimization. Although it is only
one corroborating piece of research, this supports the relationship between police assault and
abuse within the sex industry found in this research.

4.7 Exiting the Industry

In some states there are efforts aimed at helping or forcing people to leave the sex trade.
These services most often follow arrest and range from yoga classes to religious indoctrination to
case management. There are widespread critiques that these services often make things worse
for the people they aim to help, that they do not offer meaningful or relevant help, and that a
prostitution conviction can make it impossible to get a job that would enable someone to leave
prostitution.

I asked survey and interview participants if there was anything that had prevented them
from leaving the industry if they wanted to. About half commented that they hadn’t wanted to
leave or that there was nothing stopping them from leaving. Some cited financial challenges or
marginalization that affected their ability to gain employment outside of the sex industry. None
reported being forced to remain in the industry by a third party.

About a tenth of survey participants said that they couldn’t leave the industry because
criminal convictions or pending criminal charges prevented them from obtaining other
employment. Ironically, these convictions included prostitution charges. One attorney who
represents sex trafficking victims has said that criminal convictions can be compared to sex

traffickers in that they leave people with few or no options outside of prostitution.
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About twenty percent of survey participants answered that they could not get a job that
would pay them enough to make leaving the industry feasible. One respondent asked, “How was
ten dollars an hour going to pay for rent, bills, gas, groceries, childcare? Those are my issues.”

2%

Others wrote, “I cannot make enough money to survive with my education,” “no other jobs that
make as much money,” and “the money would not be enough for the education that I have.”
Prostitution has often been referred to as a survival strategy for people living in poverty (Grant,
2014) or a way for women to move out of poverty (McClintock, 1992). Some have referred to
prostitution laws as the criminalization of poverty (Grant, 2014). One interview participant
explained, “it would be more empowering to me if [prostitution] would only be by choice as
opposed to socioeconomic need.”

About a tenth of survey participants cited a lack of work history. Two of the interview
participants cited a lack of work history or documented income as primary risks of the industry.
Without a work history it is difficult to get a job. Without pay stubs, it’s difficult to get a loan or
rent a home. According to one participant, “you wind up having the biggest assholes in the
world as the ones who will help you with housing and help you with things, and that only
facilitates another problem which is its own kind of trafficking issue. Again, consensual.” The
same participant explained,

One of the other problems that is a conundrum are taxes and actual declarable income.

Now if you're coming out of the low income environment where you are in need of that

additional income just to live on a balanced equilibrium with low income society because

you’re impoverished. .. being able to make that conversion from cash to declarable

income because of tax issues is another big problem and that’s where a lot of people get

stuck
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Three mentioned issues of socialization: “my friends and chosen family were all part of
the club,” “not used to dealing with harassment and issues at normal jobs,” and “[I was] living as
an Outlaw.”

The transgender woman who was interviewed went into detail about the discrimination
she faced in obtaining and maintaining employment. The sex trade was, for her, a fall back
career when she was fired due to discrimination. She explained that stigma makes transgender
people as well as sex workers less likely to report when they are a victim of violence or
discrimination, saying, “I just wanted it to go, to get swept under the rug. I didn’t want to make
a big deal of it. So trans people are so much less likely to report violence against them and
discrimination to the authorities.” Transgender people, she said, “always gravitate towards the
sex industry in the US because they get ostracized from mainstream employment typically.”

These sometimes intersecting oppressions that make it difficult for some people to leave
the sex trade also make them vulnerable to, and perhaps targets of, abuse within the sex trade.

Almost half of the survey participants responded that there was nothing preventing them
from leaving the industry, or that they didn’t want to leave. They said things like, “I have always
had other options, and have not yet left the industry,” “I took breaks when I wanted to, and dealt
with having lower income for a few days or weeks or months. No big deal,” and “I never wanted
to leave in a big rush anyway so this is a tricky question.”

When asked in a more general way what makes it difficult for people to leave the sex
industry and what could be done to help people who wanted to leave the industry, survey
participants said:

e “The money and the stigma.”
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“You have the money and your chosen family, if it weren’t for the law and stigma, 90%
of the bus[iness] wouldn’t be an issue. It’d be like asking someone if it was hard to leave
waitressing or truck driving. Yes it is, getting old is hard, but there’s no shame to it.”
“business school? having a resume, work history, rental history, proof of income.”
“Educate and help find job.”

“housing and employment help.”

“That’s kind of different for everyone, but a lot of sex workers are natural entrepreneurs,
so it would be pretty cool to give them their own small business fund and training.”
“Housing vouchers, employers prioritizing people trying to leave the industry.”

“stay sober place safe and have job”

“From my experience and most women I’ve known in the industry, the biggest obstacle
to leaving the industry is self. The next would be discrimination against sex workers in
the job market, housing, etc — so many former sex workers had to drum up elaborate
stories about previous job history and references in order to get any job outside the
industry. If you can’t get a job to replace your income, it’s very hard to transition.”
“Once branded, it’s a bitch to get out and stay out. Criminalization creates barriers for
people wanting to leave the life, prevents them from accessing jobs/housing/training etc
that could change the dynamics that are driving their sex trade activities.”

“You can make a liveable wage, and after yrs. in the industry you can’t put that on a
resume. Take the stigmatization off the sex trade! After all it was the catholic church
who opened the first brothel.”

“1) minimum wage jobs paid a living wage. 2) make housing affordable, 3) anti

discrimination policies so everyone can access them easily.”
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e “The money is Rad. It’s hard to leave it behind. I have no clue about the second part, as
I plan to suck cock for money until my face falls off or they quit paying.”

e “Giving people records in the criminal justice system exposes them to all sorts of
discrimination for non-violent crime. Even an arrest can ruin someone’s life.”

e “Again some job searching and placement.”

e “Idon’t leave cause of money. I choose to do this. Others aren’t so lucky.”

o “33553558%”

e “No job is going to pay me enough to support my family like this does. I will not be

trafficked into slave wage labor.”

4.7.1 Analysis and discussion. While policy makers seem focused on rescuing people in
Alaska’s sex trade from violence, not one participant reported being trapped in the sex trade by
another person. In fact, all participants who entered the industry under abusive conditions
reported going on to work independently. Similarly, Marcus, Horning, Curtis, Sanson &
Thompson (2014) found in their examination of the relationship between minors in the sex trade
and pimps that minors reported increasing agency the longer they were in the industry and left or
changed pimps often. Agustin (2007), reported that among migrants legally defined as sex
trafficking victims, “Even when migrants feel deceived, they usually complain of working
conditions, not the fact that the work is sexual, and they often prefer to remain in the industry”
(Agustin, 2007, Chapter 2, Section 8, para. 29).

Interventions aimed at “rescuing” people from the sex industry address neither the
intersecting oppressions that some participants reported being trapped by (criminalization,
migrant status, discrimination against transgender people, discrimination against sex workers)

nor the very real economic realities that many people face.
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4.8 Sex Work: Empowering or Victimizing?

Those in the sex trade are often portrayed as passive victims in need of rescue or as

empowered happy hookers who never have any problems. Participants described a much more

complex, nuanced reality when asked if prostitution was inherently empowering or victimizing:

“I think that whoever came up with that [idea that sex work is inherently victimizing] has
their heads completely up their asses and has never stepped out into reality they certainly
have never worked in this industry.”

“That [prostitution is victimizing] maybe what people think, but it’s not the truth. Some
can be, I mean you can feel your victim work in an office job really. If you're not doing
what you love, if you’re not doing something that makes you fulfilled than you’re in the
wrong profession, whether be teaching, nursing, or prostitution.”

“No. No, I’'m doing this totally of my own volition, you could ask anyone who knows
me. I’'m a victim of the legal system, but that’s about it, and society’s stupid ideas about
female sexuality and roles. Definitely not a victim of, what, the clients? No. Ilove my
clients.”

“Um, at some point in time, sure [all prostitutes are victims]. You know life does that
though. If you are a prostitute long enough you're going to be a victim of some kind of
unpleasant scenario, even if that is just, you know, a minor version compared to another
person’s. But, victims on the whole - there's plenty of situations where people can be
defined as victims. It's what you make of your situation. If a person uses prostitution to
finish college and then is able to move forward in life. Is that better than them sitting on
public assistance not taking advantage of their full potential? A victim to what? A victim

to violence? A victim to socioeconomic challenges, a victim to abuse, a victim — there’s
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so many different things they could be a victim of. So maybe for five minutes here and
there everyone’s a victim.”

“I think [the idea that prostitution is inherently victimizing] is stupid. It’s stupid and
unrealistic and it doesn't reflect reality.”

“[The idea that prostitution is inherently victimizing] is retarded.”

“I think that, you know, working in construction can be empowering. Working in other
jobs can be empowering. People who are looking for empowerment can find a whole
bunch of different ways to do that, whether it’s in their job or in their own personal life or
in their own volunteer work and it's something that should be self-determined. You
should be self-determined in deciding that, and prostitution can be included in that.”

“No, no that’s ridiculous too. It’s not... It’s great for certain people, and it would be
totally horrific for some, you know what I mean? It depends on your mentality.”

“I don’t agree with [the idea that sex work is inherently empowering] either, I think that it
just depends on what you get out of it. I think that you have to be a strong, emotionally
strong person to handle it. I think you have to be a strong willed person to handle it. You
can’t be a weak person and be in this industry otherwise you will be a victim. I think that
the money can empower a smart, intelligent, beautiful woman or handsome gorgeous
man. They can rule the world but at the same time the weak minded women or weak
minded man can end up being somebody’s property, you know, and those people end up
emotionally damaged by it. I mean, if having sex with a lot of people, you know, looking
back and going holy shit I’ve fucked a thousand people, if that’s going to damage you
emotionally, if it’s going to make you feel like you’re a piece of garbage, than you should

not be in this industry. So it depends on the individual.
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“I don’t think it’s all empowering. There’s certain people that can do this work that is
empowering and there’s certain people that do work and burnout really quick, it just kind
of lowers their self-esteem.”

“I don’t agree with that either. I hate stripping. It depends on how you feel about it if it’s
empowering to you and you’re happy with yourself at the end of the day, if you wake up
in the morning, you look at yourself in the mirror and you’re like, god I feel great, 'm
happy with what you did for work. If you’re not, if you’re waking up in the morning
like, oh I feel like shit, I can’t believe I’'m still doing this, I hate my life, that’s not
empowering. But I wake up in the morning happy to be in Alaska working as a prostitute.
I don’t wanna leave the state. The men don’t want me to leave either! Is all prostitution
empowering? I don’t agree with that. I think stripping is terrible, but that’s me
personally. Porn I find totally humiliating and I hate. The legal brothel definitely wasn’t
empowering. I thought I would have to go to therapy after that, but Alaska helped me
recover from a lot of the trauma that I experienced in those houses.”

“I don’t think [prostitution and empowerment are] the same thing, I think it’s too broad.
It would be more empowering to me if it would only be by choice as opposed to
socioeconomic need, I’ll say that.”

4.8.1 Analysis: Empowering or victimizing? Social agents have identified problems in

Alaska’s sex trade. One administrator of a religious program which targets people in the sex

trade through the police explained, “There’s no little girls that lay in their bed at night and dream

of the day they become a prostitute, so there’s something that happens prior to ending up in that

place” (Glaser, 2015). Sergeant Kathy Lacey, the head of the Anchorage police department’s

vice division, who oversees prostitution arrests in Anchorage, was quoted in a Truthout article:
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“We should stop calling it prostitution, we should call it sexual exploitation. I think
anytime a woman is selling her body for sex, it should be illegal. It’s very degrading and
exploitive.” Lacy adds that the women she sees are pushed into selling sex by abuse or
force... “They don’t just wake up at 21 one day and say, ‘I’m going to sell my body for
sex.” That just doesn’t happen... It’s not like she goes out on a date and she makes four
hundred dollars, and she gives two hundred to him and she keeps two hundred. In most
cases she gives everything to him (Flaherty, 2014)
These assertions by social agents who represent what Bourdieu called the Force of Law
(1986) are very different from the realities and problems identified by the subjects of the
conversation. Bourdieu (1986), referred to this phenomena when he said,
Law is the quintessential form of the symbolic power of naming that creates the things
named, and creates social groups in particular. It confers upon the reality which arises
from its classificatory operations the maximum permanence that any social entity has the
power to confer upon another, the permanence which we attribute to objects (p. 888).
Agustin (2007) explained this specifically in relation to people in the sex trade in this quote:
The power to define problems, terms and solutions rests with social agents, who debate
how to get Others to behave differently, even save them from themselves — the
disadvantaged, unruly, victimized, unhappy, offensive, addicted. Feminists of all stripes
are implicated in this assumption of Knowing Best and having a duty to find proper
solutions. My critique, far from implying that there are no injustices or troubles to be
solved, points to the constructed character of ‘social problems.” As constructions, they

can change. (Chapter 7, para. 15)
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4.9 Minors in the Sex Trade: Description and Recommendations
I asked survey and interview participants about why minors enter the sex trade and what
could be done to prevent it.
One participant shared about how she wanted to be an escort at 16, but couldn’t find a
way into the industry until she was older:
Participant: Minors? You know, I was 18 when I started. I had the advantage of coming
from... my family isn’t horrible. My family’s poor, really poor. But I came from a
background with just strong women. So I'm not like one of these terribly messed up
women that the people often stereotype that would be in the sex industry. I mean, I have a
good head on my shoulders and everything. I knew I was going to be in the sex industry
when I was like 16 or 17. T didn't do it. I couldn’t find a way in. I was seeking it out.
Tara: Why?
P: Money. And also I enjoyed sex. I mean I hadn’t started having sex until I was like 17
and a half, but once I did I was like okay, I like sex. I don’t have a problem with being
naked, and I kind of make a good companion for people, I should probably become an
escort. I knew I would become an escort. I knew I was gonna become an escort when [
was like 17. Young people who end up in the industry end up in it for all kinds of
reasons, sometimes it’s because they’ve been sexually abused and they’ve been taught
that, sometimes they’ve been forced into it, but there are a lot of young people who are in
the sex industry because there’s money! Some old dude paid them to have money for sex
and it’s better than working at the Chik-Fil-A or whatever. So, I don’t know if that’s a
problem. I think if someone... I think there should be outlets for people who definitely

feel like they're having trouble and need help to get out of the sex industry and know that
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someone's there is talk to, that there is a way out. But this rampant pursuit, “oh my god
the poor children” - a 16-year-old girl is damn near grown! I dare you to try to stop most
16 year olds from doing something they really want to do, be it drinking, be it drugs, be it
dropping out of school, be it any of that stuff! I can tell you from being a 16 year old girl
who did a lot of that shit, I’ve never been pregnant or anything but I made all those
mistakes that you can make. I wouldn’t be surprised if there were tons of girls and guys
in the sex industry. And sometimes there’s people really trying to get away from
something too. A lot of homosexual and trans people are in the sex industry because they
can’t go back home. They go back home and basically there’s nowhere to go. Their
family have locked door and changed the locks and now you're making them a criminal.
So criminalizing child prostitutes is not better. Now if they’re actually being pimped out
and they want to tell you that I'm being pimped out, this person is forcing me to work as a
prostitute I'm not happy with this at all. Yeah, that person that’s pimping out a child and
basically forcing them to be raped every day should definitely be put in jail for life. But
beyond that, like everybody's uproar over human sexuality before 18 is ridiculous. Like,
people are sexual at 14... earlier.

T: Yeah.

P: I’m not saying that’s a good thing or bad thing but you can't really criminalize
adolescent sexuality.

T: Yeah, that’s a good way to put it.

P: Prostitution is a criminalization of a type of sexuality so by criminalizing adolescent
sexuality that is paid for you’re just making things worse, just stop it.

Other interview participants explained why they believed minors enter the sex industry:
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“I think that they’re pressured. I mean that’s kind of a biased opinion especially because
I've been in the profession, but I've seen enough young girls come through or be
advertised knowing that that girls like 18, 19 she is not doing that really of her own
accord, more than likely. So, I mean...”

“Because they don't have, they don’t have any money. They don’t have any money they
don’t have a place to live. Primarily it’s probably the place to live is the main issue for
minors. You know most minors can figure out how to dress themselves how to eat how
to find some food, but the main issue here in Alaska is the housing. The warm safe
housing where they’re not going to be extorted for, you know, exploited for free sex, or
have their money taken from them, you know.”

“Lots of reasons probably, I don’t know.”

“Probably like really young girls, obviously, you know. Cause I know pimps. And I
know them on, like, a personal level, some of them. And they do, like, they know what
to say to... to manipulate you. And there are a lot of really young girls who might think
“oh I really like this guy, you know, he’s really cool, and he loves me” ... it’s really sick,
you know, what happens. They probably come from, you know, an abusive or single
parent home with no father, it’s all these things that they’re vulnerable with anyways, you
know? And then these guys exploit it for their own benefit, it’s disgusting.”

“I can’t say that because everybody that I've known that has become an escort has done it
on their own and was of legal age. So I don't know anything about that. I’ve literally

never known one person was underage. Never one time.”

Here are responses from those who had been in the sex trade as minors:

“Well, I wouldn’t have wanted to be prevented, so I don’t know how to answer that.”
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“Housing first shelters, youth directed outreach programs, more attention paid to familial
abuse.”

“It goes... it’s so in deep, you know? It’s like a cycle. People just need to start raising
their sons better, guys need to stop leaving their daughters, you know, their kids to be
raised by the moms. People need to have a higher respect for themselves and other
people, you know. It’s not just this, it’s like the world needs to change the way that
people treat each other?

“sex education [at] home [and] school”

“I don’t think there’s one answer to [why minors enter the industry]. I think that young
people are growing up a lot faster than adults give credit for especially now that we have
social media, Internet, cell phones, and everyone has computers. SO what was a reality
20 years ago, everything is different now. I think that young people who are not coming
from a bad household, cause we know that the dysfunctional or abusive household is one
reason, or coming from a poor household where there’s not enough resources for
everyone is another, but there’s also situations where kids are sometimes curious about
things and they don’t necessarily understand the consequences of actions. Even if they
can rationalize something that is good or bad, they might not understand consequences.
The older I get the more that I speak to younger people, the more that is one of the
biggest realities that I see. So when it’s not because people have either been pimped out
as a young person or they’ve runaway or been kicked out of their hoes which are their
own issues, I think that there is a huge problem that people are easily able to speak with
other people online, share imagery online, they’re exposed to things where they build up

a maturity, a kind of visual resilience to things without actually having experiential
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context of what that means or what the consequences are. And people like to have love
and attention and be in the spotlight and sometimes if they’re not getting that in their own
environment then they can be easily led astray by people who know how to manipulate
that.”

e “Making sure they have structured safe supportive home and school life. — not sure.”

o “I think that kids in foster care are very vulnerable. They don’t have anyone. Along
comes the predatory pimp, or pimp boyfriend and shows them a little bit of love and
affection and can talk them into anything.”

e “Runaways. I really worry about people, kids who turn 18 and exit the foster care system
because there are literally no supports and it is one of Alaska’s greatest sins that we just
turn them loose and say, ‘okay, our obligation to you is done.” We haven’t prepared
them, we just turn them loose and they have nothing. A lot of times they have no skills,
they have no one to fall back on. So.”

e “Secure shelters with vocational training and counseling available. We have a huge
population of minors these days that the parents were idiots and failed to give their kids a

fair shake in life.”

Other participants said:

e “Better education and opportunities.”

e “shelters where they don’t call their parents”

e “Informing of the consequences.”

e “Dbetter shelters and foster care.”

e “Give them some money and a safe place to live, that’s not with their parents if their

parents are a threat.”
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“Provide better services for homeless minors. Don’t treat them like criminals. Don’t try
to force them to go back “home” — runaways usually run away for a reason.”

“Stop glamourizing sexuality, teach young people they are more valuable than money.
Good prenatal nutrition is where I’d start, followed closely by strong connections with
happy productive people for mums and kiddos.”

“Education.”

“Well, you would provide housing on demand, you know, unequivocal housing on-
demand that doesn't have, you know, a bunch of strings attached to it. You know if you
want minors you know to have housing you have to have people that are not putting
down all their own morality and what minors are involved in or not involved in, you
know you need people staffing housing facilities that are supportive and helpful and not
becoming the barriers upon which the minors are going to find the situations unattractive
and not participate in them.”

“Better Paying jobs!!!”

“Have a housing first policy without strings attached and basic financial support, access
to food stamps, education.”

“Jobs, food, shelter.”

“Teachers and parents who care.”

“Have proper shelters. They left home for a reason.”

“Better parenting and education for kids. Teaching young girls that you need to be of age
and mentally mature in order to do this kind of work.”

Maybe a safety net. If there was... I've seen the ads on back page - if you or someone

else you know is being abused call the helpline — well, that’s not really going to work.
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But, you know, if they knew that they were able to go somewhere safe without questions
asked. Iknow covenant house just built a bigger place but I don’t know how to get into
those places. Maybe if there was more knowledge - like this is what you can expect if
you want to get out of here call these numbers and this is the process that you’re gonna
go through and it’s going to be easy and we’re not gonna look at you different because
you were a prostitute.

One participant shared the following story of a situation she had heard of involving a minor

in the industry:

I do know of really good friend, a client that lives up north, and he shared with me that he

had seen a girl once and when he called to book the appointment he was told that some

guy was going to be in the room, and he was like, “I’m going to cancel” and she was like

“okay, he’s gonna be leaving the room right now.” So as soon as he went up there and

the guy was leaving the room she broke down and said “help me, I need help getting out

of here, he won’t let me go.” He did, he bought her a round trip ticket or not round-trip,
um, a one-way ticket to wherever she came from and helped her, he snuck her out of the
hotel. I mean, that happens, there’s some really great clients out there.”

4.9.1 Limitations of the data: Minors. It is unknown whether or which of these
responses are based on significant exposure to minors in the industry or not. Interview
participants who had entered the industry as minors had done so decades ago in other states, and
described other minors as being different from, and in different situations than, them.
Participants who had not entered the industry as minors seemed more likely to describe realities
for minors that reflected the experiences related to me by participants who had entered the

industry as minors.
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4.10 Risks in Alaska’s Sex Trade
What are the risks in Alaska’s sex trade? Who is at risk and what are they at risk of?
People who met the federal definition of a sex trafficking victim offered the following
explanations of who is at risk of being forced, frauded, or coerced into prostitution for another
person’s profit, or just at risk:

e “The helpless and disenfranchised, just like everything else, sex no different”

e “People with no support system and/or people who are marginalized due to
homelessness, drug use, etc. People who are already afraid of the police.”

o “ladies [with] pussy tits”

e “addicts”

e “Anyone who can’t work within a healthy holistic environment has the potential to be a
victim doesn't matter if they’re a homeless teenager, a single mother, a college student, a
retired sex worker going back to her trade after having been married for a run, a divorcee,
a widow. If there is not a safe, healthy, somewhat legal place to work any person is
equally as able to become a victim of something bad happening as a result of working in
a situation where they could either be arrested, manipulated by people who understand
laws better but then they do, or risk having a healthcare crisis as a result of not
understanding how to use proper safety and hygiene standards. Each and any person can
be a victim to a bad situation without proper support system.”

People who met the federal definition of a trafficking victim explained that the risks police and
policy makers should be concerned about to people in Alaska’s sex trade are:

e “Crimes of violence, theft, fraud, real crimes.”

e “Being arrested or being coerced and threatened by law enforcement.”
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e “safety and being alive”

e “Over zealous task forces and missionaries.”

e “cops who abuse their position of power”

e “arrest, rapist cops, bad customers. just screen.” [Screening is the practice of checking a
potential client out for safety before agreeing to meet them. ]

e “So many at this point you know. We can’t, we’re not supposed to get together, we’re
not supposed to talk about how to keep each other safe, we’re not supposed to share
spaces, we’re not supposed to you know help with references or anything like that
because we’re worried about being arrested. So... and then not only that but people know
that they can harm you and get away with it because you can't go to the police because
you’ll be arrested right with them. So you’ll be victimized twice.”

e “You can't really be honest on applications for loans or anything. Mainly, I mean, there
is risk when you go to an outcall and what there's guys hiding closet. You can't just
finally make it out of there and call the police and say I was raped without questions,
“Oh, well she’s a prostitute” and then your labeled, may be charged, and those guys
aren’t.”

One interview participant had quite a lot to say on this topic, and some discussion ensued:
Participant: Oh gosh. Traveling 5000 miles from where you live to sell sex. Um, what if
I get sick where will I go? Like if I get attacked what do I do? What if people are
inquiring about where my money is coming from, and I get... I could be extorted or
there's all kinds of things. Will I be able to figure out a safe place for my money, should I
just go and like wire money home should I put it in a bank account? How can I pay the

bills? Cause the whole point of being here is to work and to pay things, and I don’t
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wanna walk around with just a stack of money. And let's just say that I was not as aware
of policy as I am you know if I was to go to the airport and I had more than $500 cash in
my pocket then I could be pulled out of the regular line of people to be questioned as to
what my business was. You can't go through an airport.

It’s not just law enforcement or being a target. It's just that you can't call law
enforcement for problems if you have problems. If you are sick it’s not like you can just
go to the doctor or the emergency room. If you get beat up, if something does happen,
you just have to be really careful and aware because if you're traveling invisibly
somewhere and you’re working under the radar then you cannot put yourself in situations
that are going to have a lot of questions going along with them. At least that was the way
that I was always trained to view traveling situations.

Tara: What could be done to prevent those things from happening or being risks in
Alaska’s sex industry?

P: Yeah, when you’re travelling... I'm not indigenous to the area, but I am friendly with
people who are, and traveling in to work with them, I feel safe with them and with people
they know. If something outside of all that happened, whether it be from a health
perspective, a criminal perspective, there's numerous scenarios that could be included in
that, then not being able to communicate honestly, or without fear of some kind of
penalty creates other problems.

T: So what would prevent that?

P: If consensual prostitution amongst adults who are mutually in agreement of wanting to
engage in a situation was decriminalized. I think, you know, either a private in-house

situation or an outcall situation or combination of, but if consensual adult to adult
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prostitution was decriminalized then right there, there would be a platform for feeling
more secure, with an ability to communicate if you see bad things happening to other
people, or if you have a bad experience yourself, whether that be with a client who is
violent or abberated or just really creepy or a house that is not acting ethically. You are
more inclined to also if you are in a decriminalized situation and there is a healthcare
clinic that will see people who are in the sex industry just as there are GLBT specific
healthcare clinics that have a grant structure to be able to allow people to receive
services, treatment, testing treatment, and counsel for behavior related to homosexual
relations. If there were something like that for sex workers where you could be honest
about whether or not you use condoms for oral sex, vaginal sex, anal sex and wanted to
have testing done for STI's HIV, or if you're feeling burnt out and you needed to have just
acute counsel or you know, kind of a grounding session so to speak to prevent volatile
situations where often people reach out for drugs and alcohol if they don't have people
who can help soothe and ground them. If you have places to go where you can
communicate honestly without being punished for that, sometimes that [sic] can prevent
an escalation of volatile and negative situations right there. And also that way you can
track healthcare issues in an area. But decriminalization in my mind is definitely starting
point for that. The other thing is that that way - there are people who are minors or who
are obviously not mentally or physically competent to be working, that those agencies
that are support systems to the industry can help get those people out of work situations
and get the resources they need. If somebody is obviously bipolar or they are suffering
from a drug problem or they’re homeless and malnourished and they really shouldn’t be

working. If you can refers them to places that can help them get some of the resources
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they need to help get them out of the work environment. That way workers don't have to
- actual sex workers don't have to work with people who are not necessarily meant or
able to be working.

T: Do you have any experience with how people get out of bad situations?

P: Again I’'m going to say, that's why decriminalization would be a really solid platform
because I don't think the private citizen should do vigilante work with things that can be

beyond their understanding or ability to control.

Other participants explained who is at risk in the sex industry:

“Juveniles. Poor women.”

“Teenagers.”

“young women who don’t know better”

“Illegal immigrants or minors. But I would say often these “high risk” people are
choosing to engage in prostitution, whether for survival or their own profit.”

“People who have no money, no options, no job skills, who are addicted to drugs,
attracted to the Criminal Underground lifestyle, who have been shamed or ignored and
want to feel better about themselves.”

“Children who have grown up in abusive homes.”

“Anyone is at risk if someone has bad intentions. It could be for unrelated reasons.”
“this issue isn’t being forced frauded or coerced into providing sex for money, the issue is
sex trade workers being targets for crimes of rape, robbery, theft, coercion, extortion,
battery, assault and discrimination because of the criminalization of prostitution.”
“People without homes or families to rely on when they are unable to provide for

themselves.”
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“Poor Children and Immigrants”

“Run away kids.”

“Naive avian dined [?] girls with nowhere to go.”

“Impressionable young girls.”

“Young women.”

“Sex workers at the hands of violent clients and cops.”

“Well everybody who is criminalized is at risk for becoming a victim because you don't
have access to equal protection under the law. You don't have access to negotiate for
your own labor and your own safe work conditions because of the criminalization of
prostitution.”

“Streetwalkers. I mean honestly, I did it for a little bit when I was younger but I would
never do that again. It was during a time where I just didn’t know any better. I guess. I
don’t know. I have no idea why I did that. I'm smarter than that. And like..  wasn’t a
drug user, there was no good reason for me to have been a street walker, but I did it, so.
Street walkers are just out there, like sitting ducks. For the cops, for the pimps who don't
want them out there ‘cause they’re not on their team, for the crazy John that just wants to
beat you, rob you, whatever. For drug addicts who want someone to rob, cause they’re
carrying cash. I mean, god, they’re like at the bottom of the food chain in terms of a street
urchin-i-ness, to tell you the truth. In terms of like are there more things to do to protect
them, I mean goddammit girl, there’s the Internet! Get a smart phone! Putup an ad. I
don’t know what to tell you to do. To be real, I really don’t think that people should be
walking the streets. When people ask me a lot of things about decriminalizing

prostitution, I think prostitution, the decriminalization movement would be better to
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distance themselves from streetwalkers because there are so many more indoor girls who
are middle class whose lives are being disrupted and the streetwalkers are gonna be
streetwalkers and on drugs no matter what. Plus it’s kind of a nasty little thing, they're
throwing condoms everywhere, needles everywhere. I hate to sound like one of these
really judgmental people, ‘cause I'm not. But there is a reality in terms of like keeping a
city nice and clean and everything, keeping things private and discrete. You know it
would be easier in a country that doesn’t have so much hang ups about peoples sexuality

and drug use and everything else to distance ourselves from streetwalkers.”

Other participants on what those risks are:

“Violence.”

“Cops who abuse their positions of power.”

“Those that are being forced to do it.”

“Police violence, domestic abuse, discrimination, lack of access to health care.”
“Being arrested or being coerced and threatened by law enforcement.”

“Sexual, physical, and other abuses against people who know that sex workers rarely
report crimes against them.”

“Rape, robbery, murder, extortion of prostitutes by customers, police, and strangers who
know they are prostitutes and thus not under equal protection of the law.”

“People feel like they can do anything to a sex worker because the likelihood of them
coming forward is slim to none.”

“same issues that any other business deals with that the public should be concerned

with!!!”
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“sex industry folks must have access to report crimes when victims or witnesses without
the threat of being arrested as sex traffickers.”

“Law enforcement is what I’'m most concerned with. I’d rather get ripped off than be
caught in a sting and gang raped by the cops. Maybe they could work on not being seen
as direct threats to the safety, dignity, and well-being of workers, and then we might call
them to help us when we need help.... But arresting whores after using our time is
something that, of course, destroys our faith in their system.”

“People raping and attacking sex workers because they know we don’t feel comfortable
going to the police. also, law enforcement is my number 1 biggest fear, because I follow
safety protocols that under that definition is “trafficking.””

“The killers.”

“Drugs.”

“The risks vary. Police should just treat the victims of assault and rape with compassion
and respect instead of like deserving criminals just dealing with the less glamorous side
of their career choice.”

“There’s a multitude of bad things that can happen to you. All the usual stuff.
Obviously, it’s like, you have to get really personal with someone really fast, and you
don’t know all the time if they’re safe or not. I’ve never had a bad experience with
anything, really. I’ve been so lucky. And I think a lot of people get into this business
and they’re just thinking about the money they could make and they’re not really
prepared or they’re too young, or they’re not mentally prepared for it, or maybe they

would never be. They’re just too young and they just won’t ever be, you know, a lot of
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people are really susceptible to what other people think. I think you need to be a special
kind of person that really loves this job.”

e “there are many ppl involved in having consensual adult sex. It is none of the police’s
business to bother private citizens that are not hurting anyone.”

o “Serial killers.”

e  “Over zealous task forces and missionaries.”

Another participant felt that women under the age of 23 shouldn’t be in the sex industry, and
a conversation about abusers ensued:

Tara: Mhmm. Who do you think is most at risk of becoming a victim?
Participant: Girls under 23.
T: That seems like a really particular number.
P: I wouldn't feel comfortable working when I was that young. I wouldn’t feel
comfortable working when I was 25. Girls from smaller town girls with drug addiction.
T: So most of those are because they lack life experience?
P: I believe that they lack life experience and they’re more prone to get with a guy.
There’s lots of guys out there that, “oh, you can make some money, here we got this,”
and then they start working them. I don't think that they can make viable choices for
themselves knowing fully what they’re getting themselves into. I didn't have the
emotional capacity at that age. I'd been on my own since 16 and I still didn't have that
emotional capacity even when I was 25 because it is a fine line, you have to have really
good boundaries and know you are the type of person to open yourself up to this kind of

work.

105



T: Do you think there’s anything that could be done to prevent those situations where

guys get a girl working for them?

P: Oh yeah, I mean in a perfect world, my perfect world, this would be legal and then

when there was somebody that was working that felt like they were being mistreated or

the guys taking all the money they would actually be able to reach out and get out of that

situation without being labeled as a prostitute or labeled as a lost cause or drug addict or

someone who’s just screwed up in the head.

T: What would be the best law enforcement response when things like that happen?

P: When girls need to get out?

T: Yeah.

P: T know right now that nobody, no girl, would just call the police, “help me I need to

get out,” if they’re being mistreated, raped, which happens. It’d be really nice to be able

to go to the women’s shelter if they’re from out of town and they don’t have anywhere to

go with them and their kids or something because people get stuck in this profession and

don’t have a way out. I don't know if you can go to the [local] shelter and say “I'm a

prostitute, I just want help, I want to get out of business,” will they let somebody in?

4.10.1 Recommendations to prevent force, fraud, and coercion in Alaska’s sex
industry. Force, fraud, or coercion in the harbor, transport, or recruitment of a person for a
commercial sex act is sex trafficking under federal law. Participants’ recommendations to
prevent people being forced, frauded, or coerced into prostitution for another person’s profit are:

e “Arresting real traffickers and not spending so much time busting escort services and
massage parlors.”

e “end hypocrisy. Emancipate minors who want to, easily.”
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“less judgment, more help”

“Counsel to those that are vulnerable.”

“If the bad guys went to jail instead of the victim.”

“Give them some money and a safe place to live.”

“Allow people to report and access protection without being arrested.”

“women working together. take a man out hunting.”

“I mean, a lot of it you can’t really prevent, you know? A lot of is it... there’s not, you
know. There’s gonna be risk, always. But, um, as long as you like screen clients and
stuff, you know what I mean? I’ve never had a bad experience. You just gotta use your
intuition too. You just gotta really feel it out and trust your gut on things.”

“Rework the laws and enforcement to target the PREDATORS rather than the victims.
Makes it easier for victims to find help. Retrain law enforcement to NOT arrest or
mistreat someone trying to report a crime, no matter the crime.”

“Pretty much have to start all over from scratch on that one. Access to education, safe
housing, and equal protection under the law would be a good place to start, eh?”

“Make people feel that they are actually safe to go to the police and tell them without fear
of repercussions such as being arrested themselves.”

“If someone has bad intentions and an opportunity, maybe not a lot.”

“If people didn’t have to work at all or unionize all work forces.”

“Uhm.... Socialism....”

“Actually arrest people who force people to do sex work and not people working together
and doing it by choice.”

“I don’t know. Have better shelters. With job search.”
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e “Have better options for people looking to get into the industry.”

e “Give them alternatives.”

e “Talk to the sex workers, we have children too.”

e “It would be nice for the police not to victimize people that are victimized themselves
and just because we’re in this business doesn’t mean that we’re victims. I see myself
maybe only made as a victim maybe only if somebody was to do something to me and
then as a taxpaying individual, because I pay my taxes, that the police don’t do anything
about it, then I’m a victim on both ends.”

e “It doesn't seem that they’re very open, or willing to help sex workers... wow, that’s a
good question. Well first of all they need to overturn this [sex trafficking] law.”

o “Well they should be able to call the police and make reports of crime without the threat
of being arrested for prostitution or you know being lied to by police officers about the
risks of this industry. Because the risks of this industry are the fact that it's criminalized,
that's the main, that's what causes the main harm, the main risk, it sets up the main system
of exploitation is the criminalization.”

4.10.2 Discussion and analysis. Some of the answers in this and later sections reflect a
distain for those who work on the street or “allow” themselves to be victimized. This hostility
mirrors the dominant cultures stigmatization of all people in the sex trade. Goffman (1963)
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