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ABSTRACT

This stady ambysed the perceived usefulness and poential fudie of sprculiural extension operations by tarmers in Kiwam
Stale, Migeris Specifically. e siudy described the socio-coonomic clamciesistics of fanners it cxamined faress” perceivid
nsefiingss of innovations pushed By edension agents and ivestisated the potential Qunding of agmculum] exiension
operEions By fanmcrs in Kaaem Swate, Nigeda, Seventy conlact Farfmers were rndomly sclectod from: Kwara Stite
Aprieninal Developien project records, Interviewed seheduls was used o elicit informeation fom the responcents, Tle data
were analsed by usg: frequency coums, parceniages mean ranking and stepiise mulliple reamession, The fndings from thig
sludy shaved that majority of the: contact Firmers wore middle aged wills weam ape of 417 vears, 586% fid fonmal
educition, 1% cultivated less dan 5 b of Lmd with annual income from farming put iverape of N143, 774, All e
innovation puslied by the ageney. were cated uselul by the Samers. The Famzes show intension -t fund exisnsion services in
the [nllowing ares; Mobilizing Giners for group messiae defivery at [imers cost, sssuranee of prompt and positive responss
t exdension agenis ol ever sehedile visi, provision of villige accemmadation to extension agents among olbers, Stepwviss
megression analyses showed that farm size and bevel of sducaion were able o explain 32.6% of fanmess potential fnding of
Exlession apertion. It wis recommended that fanmers be intinated with the cost of exiension operitions. Fanmers with latge

farm size and higher educanon, who Tad soft spot for funding could be co-opled in e LmpaEign
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INTRODUCTION

In MWigeria, agncubtural extension operations have been
funded by mpanite contrbution of World Bank (WH),
feder and state govemments Althoush olher cxiemal
donors sich as Inemetional Fund  for Agriculioral
Developnent (IFATY, Integrated Reconstmsction
Developmens  -Project {IRDP). Food and  Agricili
Organization of the Unied Nations (FACH and Evropean
Union Brevelopment (B Werblow (1996 mpoted (hat
moare than 6% of the EU development fumd was allocaied
o Nation axd pmpmmmes for agricuitural extenson and
ruril development. Hovwever, e WEH slich is major donar
for sgmculiiml  extension operstions. has withdiaw Tom
frler contnbutions, Anicdu (1598) reponed thial most
Al Development Projects CADEY in Migers are at
the moment dncagable of carmving ot their - sgricaitiral
extension  agtivities  cffectvely  becapse of  inadequate
finange. He therefore suagested link between ADPs inpat
organsztions and Tarmess i ordes to recaver the extension
cost from farer. Inan cardior anicle by Ooyebinumni
L1997y, which simtegies for fnding exiension. opestions
by include prvate enteeprenear, Banks. Insurance sgencies,
gk, manufaciurens and supplicrs as plavsible contnbution
w aghcilingd exiension fnancing o Nigems, Al the
mstiations suggesied a8 potential source of funding ace
indirect bepeficianes of apriculinm] exlension eperaticns,

Apamaku and Fakova (20000 sodied  altenugtive
sources of fund for Extension service w Qpun staie, Wigeria
ard reporied that one Qird of the aceal Amoam speal on

extension seevice could b penerated intermalby. Factor, such
s e st incoine educational level length of contact witl:
exension agenl and . sender of small-seale fammers had
significant corelation with: their willingness o contribute
fused for gxtension services. Inoasimilar sody, A pantaba e
al (00 wenifed mtsmal donors fos fonding serculiural
extenskon service m Osan Stale. Migeria. The study fownd
el Farmers Crganization, conumunity bassd Association
MNom-governmzntal Cheanization, il Religious
Orgamizabion were 3l willing o contribole subsantially 1o
couster fund cxiension Mo similicant relbationship-cxdsred
between sives of he orzantation arid their willingness 1o
fund Extenswon. Howsver, 1elationship existed behvesn the
bevel of micoime 'and willingness 16 fund exdension

Anthole (1994) mviewed cases across the workl in
which fanmers and or “industry asoune some of the
responsiilitics Tor suppoiting sescarch and extension. In
Ansmiliy, Montheith (1992 reporied that Ching CRCORES

esgarch solions, universitiesicallends  seionbel and

Igsclers S1En comracts i Fanners or sl group, Britain
according 10 Tigei (1992 kas mansformed its Aspenlhum]
Revelopiient Advesery service Lo & svstem that charges for
sepvices of divest benelil o the clisnt but does wol for
sarvice, whicl spread benzfil across sociely, such as thoso
relating 1o soal comseryation.

This gverview of Rmding in different mations of the
world sugpest the necd for fanners & svaluale the
uselidness of cxtonsion agency and fheir potental for
finding sgricultorl extension opemtion. Mensah {9043
obscrved  thal  smallholder fmmers in Africa do 1ot
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appreciaie e spmficoncs of the cxension agenis'
messages High-reliance o external donar for agnculiml
extension operation doss ned make o sustmimable, An
mnbemul source for funding s o be identificd and urilized
for a sustainable service, Karle (20015 save Tive reasons Far
client fanners participation in fnancing exension services,
which are: reducing public expendiure for extension,
ensuning effective demand - omznted; high quality services,
bener adeplion rites and accountability of service providers
i the clicnis; ensuring the vse of public fnd for public
mterests; fostering empowenient s farmers ovnerslip of
servioes, mmproving the chance of financial sustamabilite of
semvices. The studies by Apantaba e ol (20008, 2000h)
show i willingness of diffeent Tnstintions i twe Soulh
Western Bate of Migerz 1 coumer fund exiersion. The
questions fhat madiby’ come o mind & tha sinee
govemnment i s#nd pay salaries. of extension agents on a
reqilar basis: what ave' the other cxicnsion opermitsns that
meed 10 Be finded. which farmeis sy bewdlling 1o sake up.

Thas stnely . thersfore, aticmps weanswer (he bz
questions: (L) Whar are e socio-ceonoic clamaterisics
af famers sorviced. by ADE in Kwara State® (2) How
useful have farmers found extension messages in Kawarm
Sete?, (3) Wlat aspect of agnculiural sxrsnsion cperatons
are farers having potentials for funding?

The study was designed to anabyas poienrial Turrling
ol agrcultunal extension operations by fanmers o Kwar
State, Migeria The specific objeciives were o {i}
Desenibe the socio-cconomic clarctenstics of firmers in
Kowara State, (i} Examing fanners perceived usefilness of
extersion agends in Kovam State, (in) Imvestizate potenteis
oif fundingz of apncalinral cxiension oparations By Farmers i
Eavam State.
Methodology. Data for this stedy were obtained from
sevally comact Lmers, who were ramdomly selecied
feom Kwvara  Slate Agriculural Development - apency
moards. Inferview scheduls was weegd o alisitinformmeion
from the respondents,
A, Socioweconomic chameiensucs of farmers consisted
oft 1} Age — farmers wete asked 40 mive their cxect muonber
of vear spent cur el &l the me of itervicw, (i) Marital
slans — fammens were asked whetler single divorced,
weideny 167), separabde or marded. () Edwcational siius —
This mefersd 1o the liglest educational guatificaion
obtiined by mspondents, (v size of Fom hulding: This is
he S total of all snall plates ssed for Tarming, which ars
nasured in leaps and ransdate 1o hectans using the
fonmila 30000 heips equals ong hedtare. (v) Farming
expetitnce — The nomber of vears: spent by fammers on
farming business,
B. Usefuliiess of services rendersd by tho extension spents,
There were thimy-one imevations werg poshed o farmers
byt exicnsion agenls in Kwara Stare Al the innovations
ware listed and the farmers were asked fo mie it on a five
point likert ype seale, Very wseful was scored 5 points,
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nseful attracted 4 podils, undecided scored 3 poing, less
useful score 2 podnts, while not useful score | poins The
sunimgation of wdividual Faoner score ranges from a
mini of 31 and masimom of 153 podns,

The mean uselidness score was calonlated by (e

forrmly:
i Xi- S
11
Where

Z X L Adddition of individual scores i usefulness
" Tatal number of respondent 5

C. Potentials of fonding sgrculivm] opertions by farmiers
were mepsured by their Bvel of agreement to the crghizen
funding items, The iems were subjeced @ g five point
likazat e scale, where srongly agreed was scomd 3 poins,
dgreed seome 4 peims, un-decided 3 paints, disagies 2 pomis
and 1 poinit for strongly disrreed. The tinimm 5o 4
Farmer could obtain en e fanding scale was 18, while (he
TR point was 90 poinis.
Data analysis. The data were amalysed by nsing
descriptive statistics Trequency and inference stsdent 1-
test. and slepwist rgression analysis model specification

X =T, M W oD
Where, ¥ = patential funding of citension gpertions, X, =
explanalory varibles, X = Ape. % = Educational sans,
Xy = Faim size, %, = Farming experience, X. = Laboar cost,
M = Income, X; Ny = Farniing practices, 3o = Farm
adveceiskills; 3., = Emor term

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Table T shows that majovity oF the contact (51,3%),
were middle age people within the age mnge of 40 - 30
vears. These are expected [0 be agile, manipulative,
progressive. mobibe and may be in 3 good position o
madivate other famers in e positive directions.

O the level of edueation. 38.6%, had opportumity o
acyuire: formal sducation with 18:6%, who Tad primae
educgtion 1574 were secondary schoel lewers while
24.5% had post secondary educaion. The mean vears of
Firming experiemce by the Tarmer wis 155 vears, These
were expeticnced farmers of long sunding reconds, Majority
(61 4% colivated famd less tem 5 la Moty (72.9%)
posses W tand nsed for Farming throush inheriance. Tlds
give stability 1o the [anming bosiness a= e fanmers becgme
free from owners. demand and quit notices The EVETASE
inzomie fromn famning was W143, 77419 This placed the
contact Brmess sbive the poventy line of $1 pér person per
iy,

Agricullure extersion ageing i Kwars Stle of
Migera had  disseninated  formation en seversd
mmevations 1o fimmers, The fammers wore asked 1o mie e
inmcnations sconrding 1o e nseflness,
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home: {3 481 puvaenz:of honssiioe ) sibisi isther
spiialisl, for lesiuns, mmup disciesion, workshop and
seminar field (MR = FAT), CoRmIBE miney 1o Suppo
farin radio programme MR = 3380 g o fielextonsion
sgeris’ carfmutor bike (MR = 3.30) pav fir. haindbilks,
posters, leaflets that contain valughle nformation s fam
snoduction (MR = 524} and pay for walehing agrieulture
i show (M '« 3307 The sis tems fre the core areas that
demind for movs fnance, -
L the over all, ke e was 4.0k vt dneplieid i
riners gareed to e st cilension opation.

Slephaisa f:ml[ffglg resressinn. . f seleoted  sdiioe
goonemic varizhles on potential funding of sxiensio
ssperation was caried cu, Nine warialles wen regressed on
patenmal fnding, The vaiisbles vwere gt duieation; vears
of: firming expericace, income, lbour cost usefulnes. of
e ddvice, fequency of extensicn contiac and etz
numbes of fanm infovaliong seniied. The waiilt showed
that 3368 of e (ol y%riﬁjiuq-fﬂ.ihlm_m peclial i find
agriedtnml Sxlersioh opettions e SN pRineE bl v
variablas, Thesd were fanin. size and CEscatan.

Tht'lﬁbi." ﬁﬂml’\'p}:‘j—ﬂm&iﬁ '.Q:Eﬁdﬂ.'l-?-lil|§-|hl:" VR
petential funding oF extension eperation wis G s (1 -
AT follewed by education (5= (1350 This imglicd tha
the higher the farin sizs and edisation of fammess the bt

f

el sgresinent to find seension perstions, Higlter - lann-

size coutld lend to highee progiyclzin ang piofi The highes

the level of Rrmers education, the inher e infomastion
swckiig habit, This fumding pariatly suppoi A sartzkiiet o,
V2000, wihile oo fram farmine, Trequiency contact with
sMEtsion muent: had nio siemifcant corelnin with
satential funding of exkension cperation by firiers,

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Farmiers mvelvsmen: i fnding exénsion apECalion
fas Become wn imperative i view of ihe redugtien. i
siteznal fanding, i seems the Brres wha found extension
ageney wsefl 4o their produciion ave nat caueht the Lision
of personal contnbetion ts make the agency susiainble,
There s the need for the citension arengy 1o edieate
farmers on cost of s operations and the reed far their
contrioition. Farmers with larer Bumis: o ar fesis posi
secoldany. cducation canld be the rinal Eir2es fir supporis,
wliithe the Farener AssaEatiois il B A ifer e for
effeetive education The planiiog and Telenentation of
Srmgrs orshisd proaiine wil PTG Tiife sssance:
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Fable L, Porentinl funding of agricoltural extensio
servires by Bicmers
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