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Abstract

Background and objectives: Cervical cancer is one of the most common cancers in women.
Early diagnosis of precancerous cervical lesions is of great importance for the effective treatment
of this disease. Visual Inspection with Acetic acid (VIA) is one of several methods that can serve
as an alternative to the Pap test for such diagnosis. This study aimed to compare the screening
value of VIA and Pap test in the diagnosis of precancerous lesions in the cervix.

Materials and Methods: The populations of this descriptive cross-sectional study consist of ¥+ ¢
women referred to Afzalipour hospital in Kerman, Iran from March Y+ Y% to March Y+ V. The
sample was formed by the convenience sampling method. After obtaining informed consent, Pap
test and VIA were performed and followed by colposcopy. Data were analyzed by SPSS version
YY using the Chi-square test.

Findings: The result of Pap test in YY1 (£¢,V¢7) and VIA in Y+ + (12,Y47) patients was positive.
In total, the result of colposcopy in 44 patients (Y'Y, Y £%) was positive. Data analysis showed that
the sensitivity and specificity of VIA was 9£,%% and £A, + 1% respectively. The sensitivity and
specificity of Pap test were found to be ©°.)+7 and 7 +,) 1% respectively. In 4Y,27% of CIN) cases
and )+ +7 of CINY and CINY cases, VIA results were true positive (p = ), *), whereas in ¢£,Y7 of

CIN) cases, ©+7% of CINY cases, and ¢Y,37 of CINY cases, Pap test results were true positive (p =
LAYY),

Conclusion: The sensitivity of VIA was 9£,3%, which reflected its ability to identify almost all
the cases of the disorder, but its specificity was found to be only £A.+ 1%, which means it have
higher diagnostic power rather than pap test in precancerous cervical lesions specified CINY and
CINY. VIA was found to be significantly more effective than Pap test in improving the diagnosis
of precancerous cervical lesions.
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