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The article deals with the conceptual ideas of distance education in the European Higher Education Area and future prospects definition in distance 
learning implementation into higher education system of Ukraine. Development system of higher education and distance learning development 
stages are analyzed. The main goal of creating distance education in Ukraine is to increase the level of education of the society and the quality of 
education, as well as the formation of a single educational space. It is necessary to address such major challenges as the formation of legal, 
organizational, teaching, information and telecommunications, logistics, personnel, economic and financial support. The development of distance 
education will not only provide our population access to quality education, but also provide an opportunity to take a place on the global education 
market. 
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Introduction.  
Every year, distance learning Swedish experience is 

becoming increasingly relevant to higher education 
institutions in Ukraine. 

Existing practices and methods systematization and 
analysis of for ensuring distance learning quality provide 
the necessary background for scientific research. 

The difference between the distance education of 
Ukraine and Sweden is that in Ukraine it is at the 
development stage. Developing distance learning process 
in Ukraine is constrained by several reasons: 

- Insufficient legal and normative provision of the 
distance learning process; 

- Limited participants amount in the experiment on 
distance learning system introduction; 

- Lack of unified approaches while creating 
electronic teaching and learning complexes; 

- Lack of electronic teaching and learning 
complexes in foreign languages development; 

- Lack of special programs for socially vulnerable 
groups of people and persons with disabilities distance 
learning; 

- Insufficient financing of the distance learning 
system of Ukraine at the expense of budget funds; 

- Master distance learning process problems. 
Problem research. Pedagogical literature analysis  

enables to trace some general tendency in approaches to 
the allocation of didactic principles and their 
classification by different researchers. R. Tostein [1] in 
Swedish distance education studies emphasizes the 
importance of continuous innovation. B. Holmberg [2] 

notes the need to use the most advanced methods in the 
process of distance learning. The purpose of the paper is 
to form a pedagogical community positive outlook 
regarding the feasibility and necessity to introduce 
remote technology in the higher education system. 

Main material. Sweden is far ahead of Ukraine in 
implementing information and communication 
technologies. The comparative analysis is based on 
sources of information collected and analyzed using 
Swedish standards for monitoring colleges and 
universities. Swedish researchers and scientists work to 
improve the distance education system. It is necessary to 
note the practical contribution of L. Alekson into 
distance higher education development. Scientific works 
by C. Nilsson are of great practical importance for 
countries that take Swedish distance learning experience 
[3]. According to the Swedish National Agency for 
Higher Education, the process of integration into the 
European space is quite successful. An important role is 
played by the Swedish student’s fluency in English. 

The Swedish National Agency for Higher 
Education (Högskoleverket) is the central body dealing 
with issues dealing higher education institutions. The 
Swedish National Higher Education Agency 
(Högskoleverket) is responsible for conducting various 
quality assurance tests for higher education as well as for 
monitoring, reviewing and analyzing the entire system. 
The agency also evaluates the various qualifications 
awarded abroad, focuses on innovation and development,  
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and also serves as an information agency when it comes 
to educational issues. It is the main center for recruiting 
students. 

The organization is structured as follows: university 
- chancellor - person responsible for higher education 
issues. In addition to the chancellor, there are eleven 
other board members. All these persons are appointed by 
the government. The government issues instructions to 
the agency regarding the status of the various tasks that 
will be investigated and how to organize the joint work 
of the higher education system.  

Each year the government sends a directive to the 
agency. The directive contains provisions for the general 
financing of the agency from the Swedish government. In 
addition, the directive defines a goal in various areas of 
activity. The Swedish National Agency for Higher 
Education (Högskoleverket) has six different tasks that 
are presented as follows: 

1. Verification of Higher Education: Audit of 
Higher Educational Institutions. 

2. Higher educational institutions leadership 
examination and programs monitoring. It is done by 
checking educational institutions legal issues. 

3. Higher education system review and analysis. 
The purpose of this task is to provide feedback and 
advice to the government on improving higher education 
standards. 

4. Assessment of qualifications awarded abroad. 
Higher educational programs abroad are rated in 
comparison with the Swedish higher education system 
and are awarded the appropriate degrees. 

5. Swedish higher education system continuous 
updating and development. Swedish government is 
responsible for that process. 

6. Information on student training and promotion 
programs. Providing information on higher education 
programs and encouraging distance learning students. It 
should be emphasized that all studies in Sweden are free 
[4]. The only thing that students pay for is residence and 
textbooks. Therefore, distance learning has 
unquestionable advantages. 

Conducting distance learning comparative analysis 
in Sweden and Ukraine, the importance of Scandinavian 
experience for the domestic education system should be 
highlighted. Online learning, curriculum and courses 
have the same structure of overseeing management and 
organization as the programs and courses offered in the 
traditional lecture format. However, due to the well-
developed technological infrastructure in Sweden, 
programs and courses using the Internet are developing 
much faster than in Ukraine. The technical infrastructure 
in Sweden is so well developed that the Economist 
Intelligence Unit marks Sweden as the first of the twenty 
countries to be the most ready to introduce online 
teaching and learning. The report of the Swedish 
government promulgated by the Swedish National 
Agency for Higher Education focused on answering the 
question "What is the quality of online learning?" There 
are many details outlined and discussed in the report. The 
report states that there is no clearly defined online 

teaching model for teaching in Sweden. Academic 
programs are distinguished between institutions and 
academic disciplines. 

 Distance learning in Ukraine and Sweden 
comparison will not be completed without a picture of 
the prospects of the Swedish education system. Sweden 
aims to develop distance learning to improve the 
student's qualification. Significant efforts are being made 
on the development of technical infrastructure, as well as 
efforts to organize administrative departments, and a 
policy of quality improvement is being implemented, 
which confirms the need for the development of a distant 
educational area. In general, Ukraine and Sweden are 
very similar, despite the differences in history, 
governance, administration and the ability to implement 
innovative distance learning courses and programs. At 
the same time, in both countries, representatives of 
higher educational institutions are associated with a 
common educational goal. 

Solving the new tasks set by the processes of state 
formation in the system of education of Ukraine, radical 
changes in the socio-political life, requires the 
development of an adequate organizational structure of 
the education system, which would ensure the transition 
to the principle of "education throughout life." A solution 
to this problem can be found through the well-known 
worldwide distance learning system. 

In the course of the study, elements of the positive 
experience of organizing distance learning in the system 
of higher education in Sweden have been identified, the 
implementation of which will contribute to the effective 
development of distance learning in Ukrainian higher 
education: 

- Development and implementation of the state 
strategy for the development of distance learning; 

- Provision of targeted state financial support to 
universities that provide educational services through 
distance education; 

- Simplification of certification of educational 
services related to distance learning; 

- Creation of a wide network of access points for 
distance courses; 

- Regulation of distance learning and systematic 
monitoring of its quality; 

- Integration of the library network into the 
educational space, which contributes to the effective 
functioning of distance learning centers; 

- Creation of a unified network of educational and 
methodological documentation that facilitates the 
mobility of university studies. 

Taking into account the relevance of the research, 
the perspective directions of the introduction of the 
positive experience of Sweden's distance learning in 
Ukraine's higher educational institutions are: the 
formation of a positive outlook of the pedagogical 
community regarding the feasibility, necessity and 
possibility of introducing remote technologies in the 
higher education system; training of pedagogical staff for 
distance learning; creation of centers of distance 
education in higher educational establishments; 
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development of teaching-methodical complexes of 
distance learning; creation of a local telecommunication 
network with access to the Internet; formation of 
experimental training groups for the adaptation of 
Swedish standards for distance learning. 

E-learning in Ukraine is implemented through the 
system of distance learning, which is part of the 
education system of Ukraine, with the regulatory legal 
structure of the organization, staffing, system 
engineering, technical and financial support. 

The positive tendency of modern educational 
processes is their orientation to the integration of 
cultures, the introduction and use of modern educational 
technologies, the expansion of opportunities for personal 
development of a person, which led to the development 
of distance learning. Today, distance education is a 
widespread phenomenon in many countries around the 
world, and every year its popularity is increasing. There 
is no single definition for distance learning. Rather, there 
are many approaches to understanding this term. It 
should also be noted that along with the term "distance 
education" there are concepts such as distance learning, 
home education, self-study, open learning, independent 
study, external studies, distance learning, etc. 

All of them belong to one problem area, but they 
have different shades of values. In the 80 years of the 
twentieth century. The term "distance education" has 
spread, the main characteristic of which is the separation 
of a teacher from a student, and this is precisely the 
difference between distance education and traditional 
education. Distance education contains 2 subsystems: 
distance learning and distance learning. This type of 
training allows you to get education for all categories of 
the population. Distance learning provides an opportunity 
to apply the acquired knowledge immediately in practice. 

With the help of distance learning, it is possible to 
strike a balance between the public demand for education 
and its offer. 

 All educational institutions that use information 
and communication technologies are in fact out of the 
legal field. It should be noted that today for the 
development of the system of distance education 
practically there is no regulatory and legal basis. 
In universities and other organizations, electronic 
textbooks and libraries of them, information and 
educational environments are gradually being created, 
but there are no legal bases for using these materials 
placed on the network. For the effective work of 
educational institutions using remote learning 
technologies, coordination of their activities is necessary, 
as well as the creation of a relevant regulatory framework 
and the provision of distance learning for official status. 

The regulatory framework of distance education 
should be formed in the form of a package of national 
acts on the organization of legal regulation of relations 
between objects and subjects in the field of distance 
education, taking into account the uniform requirements 
defined by the Ministry of Education and Science. The 
basis should be the following principles: account of 
constitutional norms, openness and availability of 

information, protection of intellectual property rights, 
information security, harmonization of norms with acts 
of other branches of legislation, as well as with 
international law. If the distance education system has a 
regulatory framework, it will become one of the official 
forms of education. The lack of a legal framework for 
distance learning not only holds back the economic 
development of the country, but also forces Ukrainians to 
apply for the relevant services to educational institutions 
in Sweden and other countries [5–9]. 

However, it should be acknowledged that already in 
Ukraine there is a well-grounded and well-reasoned 
regulatory framework that contributes to the intensive 
development of remote educational technologies. To 
create a legal and regulatory framework for distance 
learning, it is necessary to: 

- To organize the legal service of distance education 
with the corresponding legal support; 

- To determine the rights, duties of students and the 
rules of work of the teaching staff; 

- To develop requirements for the organization of 
units of the national structure of distance education and 
regulatory documents on licensing, certification and 
accreditation; 

- To create an informational and educational 
environment and distance learning tools for different 
levels; 

- To determine the requirements for the operation of 
telecommunication networks of distance education; 

- To ensure the recognition of documents of 
distance education; 

- To develop the requirements and conditions for 
international activities in the field of distance education. 

The introduction of electronic, informational or 
distance educational technologies should not mean the 
elimination of classical educational technologies. The 
strategic goal of distance education is the free access to 
the possibility of obtaining education of any level at the 
place of residence or professional activity. The 
achievement of this goal is achieved through the 
dissemination of knowledge through information 
technology. The analysis of the experience of developing 
distance learning models in Sweden allows us to identify 
their characteristic features related to national traditions, 
educational policy and to conclude that it is impossible to 
directly copy these models to Ukraine. The great and 
incomprehensible experience of domestic pedagogy 
makes it possible to build distance learning, taking into 
account the Swedish progressive experience. In general, 
the development of distance learning in Ukraine contains 
all the achievements and principles of both modern and 
foreign pedagogy. 

The state of development of distance education in 
Ukraine does not fully meet the requirements of the 
information society, as Ukraine lags behind Sweden in 
introducing distance learning information technology. In 
addition, there is a significant backlog of 
telecommunication data networks characterized by lack 
of bandwidth, reliability of communication and its low 
quality. Implementation of distance learning technologies 
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in institutions with scientific and methodological, 
personnel and production potential, information 
resources and technologies, telecommunication 
infrastructure intensifies the implementation process. 

Improvement of the qualitative level of education at 
the expense of more active use of scientific and 
educational potential of leading universities, academies, 
institutes, branch centers of training and retraining of 
personnel, institutes of advanced training, other 
educational institutions; the opportunity to receive both 
basic and additional education in parallel with the main 
activity. Expansion of the educational environment in 
Ukraine for the most complete satisfaction of needs and 
human rights in the field of education; integration and 
improvement of the education system. Creating 
conditions for continuing education provides  
fundamentally new level of educational accessibility 
while preserving its quality. 

Distance learning should contribute to solving such 
socially important tasks as: raising the level of education 
of the society and the quality of education; realization of 
the needs of the population in educational services; 
satisfaction of the needs of the country in well-trained 
specialists; increase of social and professional mobility 
of the population, its entrepreneurial and social activity, 
level of self-awareness, expansion of the horizons; 
Preservation and increase of knowledge, personnel and 
material potential accumulated by the Ukrainian high 
school; the development of a single educational space 
within the framework of the international community, 
which implies the possibility of obtaining education at 
any point in the educational space; solution of 
geopolitical tasks.  

The benefits of distance education are becoming 
evident, and the development of distance learning is of 
particular relevance to the educational system of Ukraine 
under the influence of the following processes: 

- Continuation of economic reforms that put 
forward new requirements for education; 

- Formation of new needs of the population in the 
new content and technologies of education; 

- Political changes that contribute to the growth of 
international relations, including in the field of 
education; 

- The emergence and rapid development of 
qualitatively new technical means of information 
exchange between participants in the educational 
process; 

- Growth of international integration in education 
with increasing competition in world markets for 
educational services; 

- Adequate and flexible response to the needs of 
society; 

- Implementation of the constitutional right to 
education of every citizen of the country. 

- Satisfaction of the population demand for 
educational services of the higher school on disciplines 
unsafe by traditional systems of studying; 

- New types of educational institutions based on 
distance education. 

The technologies used today by distance education 
can be divided into three broad categories: 

- Non-interactive (printed materials, audio, video); 
- Means of computer training (electronic textbooks, 

computer testing and knowledge control, advanced 
multimedia); 

- Videoconferences - developed telecommunication 
facilities through audio channels, video channels and 
computer networks. 

Means of operative access to information from 
computer networks have added qualitatively new 
possibilities of distance learning. In Ukrainian high 
school, they are actively developing in the form of the 
use of electronic textbooks and technology for the 
exchange of text information using asynchronous e-mail. 

Developed telecommunication facilities, the use of 
satellite communication channels, the transfer of video 
images from computer networks only recently began to 
be applied in the practice of distance education. This is 
due to the lack of developed communications 
infrastructure, the high cost of communication channels 
used. E-mail economically and technologically is the 
most effective technology that can be used in the learning 
process to deliver a substantial part of the training 
courses and provide feedback from the student with the 
teacher. At the same time, it has a limited pedagogical 
effect because of the impossibility of implementing a 
"dialogue" between the teacher and the students. 
However, if students have permanent access to a personal 
computer with a modem and a telephone channel, e-mail 
allows for a flexible and intensive consultation process. 

Operational access to information resources allows 
you to get interactive access to remote databases, 
information reference systems, and libraries when 
studying a specific discipline. This access mode ON-
LINE allows for a few seconds to transfer the necessary 
training material, computer programs using computer 
systems from major scientific and educational centers, 
and from local nodes Internet. As the first factor 
(integrated characteristics) of the university distance 
learning, the type of information technology used in the 
educational process is considered. An important integral 
factor of the typology of remote universities is a set of 
pedagogical methods and techniques.   

Conclusions. It is important to note first of these 
requirements - the requirement to ensure high standards 
and quality of distance education through the use of 
advanced scientific and reasonable psycho-pedagogical 
and other technologies. The implementation of, in 
particular, promising psycho-pedagogical teaching 
technologies is impossible without the implementation of 
effective management of educational activities. 

The main goal of creating distance education in 
Ukraine is to increase the level of education of the 
society and the quality of education, as well as the 
formation of a single educational space. It is necessary to 
address such major challenges as the formation of legal, 
organizational, teaching, information and 
telecommunications, logistics, personnel, economic and 
financial support. 
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The development of distance education will not 
only provide our population access to quality education, 
but also provide an opportunity to take a place on the 
global education market. In the field of software, which 
is a prerequisite for distance learning, there is a gradual 
shift from information orientation to interactive. In 
multimedia educational programs the user is given an 
increasingly active role, implying free choice of action 
and obtaining individual results. The development of 
interactive curricula will complement the tools and 
capabilities of distance learning technologies, will 
increase the creative component of modern education. 
Distant forms of learning solve a significant number of 
psychological problems associated with student 
communication and allow them to be more open to 

learning. The organizational structure of distance 
education in Ukraine should unite all components of 
distance learning and be based on the following major 
components: organizational, managerial, legal, teaching, 
information and telecommunications, economic and 
financial. Distance learning has a number of advantages 
over traditional forms of knowledge acquisition. It is - to 
use advanced educational technology, comprehensive 
software methodological support, individual character 
studies, involving educational process eminent scientists 
who do not have the possibility to lecture classes, 
flexible Counseling, broad availability to all segments of 
the population, the lower the cost of education compared 
to similar traditional study programs.  
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