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Tuesday, 2 October 2018

Leadership Beyond Denial of Our Climate Tragedy
 
Tra s ript of a talk give  at the Poe s of Leadership o fere e, U iversity of Cu ria, A leside
Ca pus, th “epte er , y Professor Je  Be dell, o- hair of the o fere e. Based o  the
o fere e paper Fro  De ial to Deep Adapta o : “eeki g Leadership A idst Cli ate Tragedy.

 

 
"The topi  that e ill e plo e i  this sessio  is i  the ethe  of ou  o fe e e. Whi h a  efle t ho  the
topi  is i easi gl  i  the i ds of so e people i  e e t ea s, pa ula l  i  the e i o e tal

o e e t. It does ’t feel ight to e gi e  the se ious atu e of the topi  to just p ese t a su a  of
 pape . We a ’t a oid the e o o al i pa t of this topi . A d should ’t t  to. Although  a e pt to

de elop a deep adapta o  o ept as pa tl  to take so e of the s g out of thi gs  i i g
efle o  ithi  a f a e o k, pe haps a life- a  fo  despai , I do ’t see the e is a  a  to just ju p i to

this as a te h i al o  philosophi al dis ussio . 

Be ause it is su h a  i po ta t topi , o e ted to the ost i po ta t ues o s of e iste e, a d a
e o o al jou e  fo  e, I a t to e o e p e ise tha  I a  usuall . The efo e, I ill a a do  a ha it of
a fe  ea s, a d a tuall  ead  talk.

 
What I a t to do i  this sessio  is to i ite ou to o side  si pl : What If?  

 
 
What if it is too late to

a ert a catastrophe i  our
o  socie es ithi  our
life es, due to the
i pacts of cli ate
cha ge, par cularly o
agriculture. What ight
that ea  for y life a d

ork?

 
O l  if e o side  that it
ould e too late ould e

e plo e i pli a o s fo  life a d o k - a d deepe  ou  dialogue o  adapta o . I a  o e pe t i  that
field. I stead,  ole he e is to i ite o e people to e gage i  that dialogue. Most people do ’t e gage,
as the  aise a  a gu e ts agai st the ie  that e o  fa e a p o a le o  i e ita le ollapse i  ou
so ie es ithi  te  ea s. “o, to e ou age o e of us to o e i to that hat if  spa e to o side  this
a d let it ge e ate e  i sights, I ill su a ise so e of  o  sto  i  a i i g at this poi t of ie . 

 
I as a  e i o e talist si e the ea l  i etee  i e es. A e  U i e sit   fi st jo  as ith the
Wo ld Wide Fu d fo  Natu e – that’s the la ge WWF ha it  ith the fa ous Pa da logo. I’ e k o  a out
li ate ha ge fo  de ades. Ne s of e t e e eathe  used to e sto ies I ould sha e as a all fo  a o .

But the  sta ted to o e so thi k a d fast, that I ega  to o de . I ages like the o e he e ha e ee
appea i g o  ou  de i es ith i easi g f e ue  a i ated gif of te pe atu e a o alies . I had
assu ed the autho it  o  li ate as the IPCC – the I te go e e tal Pa el o  Cli ate Cha ge.
A o di g to the , a  i e-f ee A  as a possi ilit   . That sou ds fa  e ough a a  to al  the

e es. But eal- e easu e e ts a e do u e g su h apid loss of i e that so e of the o ld’s top
li ate s ie sts a e sa i g it ould e i e f ee i  the e t fe  ea s. “o, I ould ’t take fo  g a ted the

offi ial posi o  of the IPCC a o e. Fo  the fi st e i   ea s, I de ided to look at the s ie e self.
It as the sta t of a ajo  shi  i   o ld ie , self-i age a d p io i es.

 
“ea-le el ise is a good i di ato  of hat’s happe i g, as a lot has to happe  to ha ge it. I  , the
IPCC es ated a glo al sea le el ise of  illi et es  pe  ea . B  , satellite data as e eali g
a sea le el ise of .   pe  ea . Yet that ea  the IPCC offe ed .  a ea  as the lo est a k of its
es ate fo  sea-le el ise. Yes, ou’ e ight: that’s lo e  tha  hat as al ead  happe i g. It’s as if the
i e  had al ead  flooded ou  li i g oo  ut the fo e aste  o  the adio sa s she is ot su e if the i e
ill u st its a ks. A al sts ha e si e e ealed ho  the IPCC got it so adl  o g. Whe  s ie sts ould
ot ag ee o  ho  u h the el g pola  i e sheets ould e addi g to sea-le el ise, the  le  out the

data altogethe  . Yeah, that’s so poo , it’s al ost fu .

 

Keynote at UN on blockchains - transcript
Leadership Beyond Denial of Our Climate
Tragedy
Monetary Innovation and Complementary
Currencies Researcher Symposium
University of Cumbria - Major Incident 2018
nominated for National award for the
experience it gives students studying
paramedic, nursing, forensic science,
policing degrees.
New Paper on Deep Adaptation to Climate
Chaos

Institute for Leadership and Sustainability

▼  2018 (13)
▼  October (2)

Keynote at UN on blockchains -
transcript

Leadership Beyond Denial of Our
Climate Tragedy

►  August (2)

►  July (5)

►  May (1)

►  April (2)

►  February (1)

►  2017 (8)

►  2016 (20)

►  2015 (24)

►  2014 (18)

►  2013 (19)

Blog Archive

Iflas Info

Jem Bendell

University of Cumbria

Contributors

 More Create Blog  Sign In

http://iflas.blogspot.com/
https://2.bp.blogspot.com/-INyxSo3gJzA/W7Nw94iV5qI/AAAAAAAABc4/xZwJi9OFaAYzwGp96Y8JSIgWmtFIkvk4QCLcBGAs/s1600/poetics%2Bpicture.JPG
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-poetics-of-leadership-tickets-38950939308#
https://www.crossfieldsinstitute.com/poetics-of-leadership-papers/
http://iflas.blogspot.com/2018/10/keynote-at-un-on-blockchains-transcript.html
http://iflas.blogspot.com/2018/10/leadership-beyond-denial-of-our-climate.html
http://iflas.blogspot.com/2018/08/monetary-innovation-and-complementary.html
http://iflas.blogspot.com/2018/08/university-of-cumbria-major-incident.html
http://iflas.blogspot.com/2018/07/new-paper-on-deep-adaptation-to-climate.html
javascript:void(0)
http://iflas.blogspot.com/2018/
javascript:void(0)
http://iflas.blogspot.com/2018/10/
http://iflas.blogspot.com/2018/10/keynote-at-un-on-blockchains-transcript.html
http://iflas.blogspot.com/2018/10/leadership-beyond-denial-of-our-climate.html
javascript:void(0)
http://iflas.blogspot.com/2018/08/
javascript:void(0)
http://iflas.blogspot.com/2018/07/
javascript:void(0)
http://iflas.blogspot.com/2018/05/
javascript:void(0)
http://iflas.blogspot.com/2018/04/
javascript:void(0)
http://iflas.blogspot.com/2018/02/
javascript:void(0)
http://iflas.blogspot.com/2017/
javascript:void(0)
http://iflas.blogspot.com/2016/
javascript:void(0)
http://iflas.blogspot.com/2015/
javascript:void(0)
http://iflas.blogspot.com/2014/
javascript:void(0)
http://iflas.blogspot.com/2013/
https://plus.google.com/107868429099869806324
https://plus.google.com/104590499233502859679
https://www.blogger.com/profile/11794434710696572377
https://www.blogger.com/
https://www.blogger.com/home#create
https://www.blogger.com/


O e I ealised that the IPCC ould ’t e take  as li ate gospel, I looked o e losel  at so e ke  issues.
The A  loo s la ge. It a ts as the pla et’s ef ige ato ,  efle g su light a k i to spa e a d 
a so i g e e g  he  the i e elts f o  solid to li uid. “o e of the ost e i e t pola  s ie sts
p edi t the sea i e ill disappea  i  the e t fe  ea s. I suppose that is o e a  of i te p e g  .
O e the A  I e has go e, the addi o al glo al a i g ould a ou t to as u h as half of all

a i g aused  ou  polluta ts. That lo s the glo al  deg ee ta get out the i do . The i pli a o s
a e i e se fo  ou  ag i ultu e, ate  a d e os ste s. E e  just o e a e  su e  i  the o the
he isphe e i   edu ed ields of heat a d staples like potatoes  a out a ua te  i  the UK. U like
othe  ea s, the u usual eathe  as a oss the o the  he isphe e. Glo all  e o l  ha e g ai
ese es fo  a out  o ths, so a fe  o se u e su e s like  a d the p edi ted etu  of El Ni o

d oughts i  Asia ould ause food sho tages o  a glo al s ale. 

 
U tethe ed f o  the IPCC, I dis o e ed o se. I lea ed a out the i easi g o e t a o s of etha e
gas i  ou  at osphe e, eleased f o  the el g pe af ost. Metha e is  es o e po e ful at
t appi g the su ’s e e g  tha  a o  dio ide. The huge a ou ts of etha e sto ed i  the ela el
shallo  ate s off “i e ia a e o  at isk of elease as the ate  a s. A  elease ould ea  a ju p
of glo al te pe atu es ot see  si e the Pe ia  ass e o   illio  ea s ago, hi h iped out

 pe e t of life o  Ea th. I thi k ou k o  hat that ea s. E e  fo  Elo  Musk.

 
Is it happe i g? Wo ied, I looked at the latest etha e eadi gs f o  satellite a d la d easu e e ts.
Mid-al tude easu e e ts sho ed etha e le els i easi g a out .  pe e t o e  the p e ious ea ,

ith su fa e easu e e ts a out half of that. Both figu es e e o siste t ith a o -li ea  i ease -
pote all  e po e al. The diffe e e et ee  o e t a o s at g ou d le el a d id al tudes is
o siste t ith this added etha e o i g f o  ou  o ea s, hi h ould e f o  etha e h d ates.

 
The  I dis o e ed that s ie sts at the Vi gi ia I s tute of Ma i e “ ie e e e epo g data o  a tual
sea le els that as o siste t ith sea- ise ei g o -li ea . That is a p o  fo  o -li ea  ha ges i  ou
li ate. It ea s that es ala g feed a k loops a e o  a i g the pla et fu the . It as ha o i g
esea h, a d I su a ise it i  the O asio al Pape  that e issued i  Jul .  

 
As I o side ed hethe  to issue that pape  i ediatel , athe  tha  look fo  a e  jou al a d ait a
ea  fo  pu li a o , I sa  all the ad e s o   s ee s. It as  deg ees Celsius i side the A  i le

du i g Jul  , hi h is  deg ees a e  tha  it should e. The da k futu e as floodi g i  o  the
p ese t. I ould ’t dela  ei g o e pu li  a out this situa o  a d egi i g to ha ge  p io i es.

 
I ha e o ked i  a p ofessio  he e people said it’s ot helpful to o  people. But ithout u h
e ide e fo  that lai . I ha e o ked i  a p ofessio  that ele ated all the good thi gs ei g do e, su h
as edu o  of a o  footp i ts a d the de elop e t of e e a le e e gies. All that is good a d should

e o ue. But these steps fo a d a e like alki g up a la dslide. The  o ’t ha ge the te pe atu e
i eases that a e lo ked-i  a d the da age that ill e aused. I had to o lude e fa e the ki d of
dis up e li ate ha ge that ill t igge  so ial ollapse. B  that I ea  a  u e e  e di g of o al

odes of suste a e, se u it , pleasu e, ide t , ea i g, a d hope. It is ot lea  he  su h a ollapse
ill o u . Yet all of us a t to k o  ho  lo g e’ e got.  “o, o  the asis of the i pa t o  ag i ultu e, I

a  guessi g es, o l  guessi g  that ithi   ea s a so ial ollapse, i  so e fo , ill ha e o u ed
ea l  e e he e o  the pla et. 

 
As a p ofessio  a d a  of life, a ade ia i ites us to elie e e ust e e pe ts i  o de  to e gage i
dialogue. We a t to e u de stood a d a epted as e pe ts. I ealise this is est i g us f o  e plo i g

hat is happe i g i  the o ld a ou d us. I a  ot lai i g to e a  e pe t i  li ate s ie e, o  i  the
i pli a o s fo  ag i ultu e, o  o  the a  ollapse ight o u . I a  ot lai i g to e a  e pe t o  ho

e espo d to this ealisa o  pe so all , p ofessio all  o  poli all . Pa t of  easo  fo  pu lishi g the
esult of  stud  a d the all fo  deep adapta o  a  ha e ee  a eed to g ie e i  pu li . O  pe haps

it as to push self a a  f o  o e ea s of de ial. I do ’t k o , as this is a e  situa o  fo  e to e
i . It see s to e e  to othe s too, a d that is h  I ha e sta ted loggi g o   u a ished a d o -
esea hed efle o s o   jou e  a e  a ep g i i e t ollapse.  

 
“o e of ou ill, uite ightl , e ues o i g the edi ilit  of hat I ha e just said. You a  a t to
o o o ate ith othe  i fo. I e o e d ou do. Fo  that, I e o e d the full Deep Adapta o  pape

a d the  look i to the sou es I ite.

 
“o e people ho I ha e dis ussed this topi  ith did ot t  a d dou le he k ut appea ed to di i ish
the i pa t of the essage o  the sel es. I ha e i e  a out so e of the a s su h de ial o ks, a d
ho  it a  e i s tu o alised i  the sustai a ilit  se to , i   pape  fo  this o fe e e. I  a o e
a essi le fo at, I ha e listed  t pi al pa e s of de ial o   log at je e dell. o

 
That happe s e ause e thi k, o s iousl  o  ot, that e a ’t ea  it. Ou  p ote o  i s ts ki k i
to stop us f o  i g o  losi g ou  a . But a  of us a e p o a l  feeli g a it a ious a out the
situa o  I ha e des i ed. “o, efo e I sa  a o e, I a t to take a o e t to a k o ledge that a iet .
If ou feel like it, I’d like to i ite ou to o e he e it sits i  ou  od , take a deep eath, a d let it out,
k o i g that e a e ot i  da ge  ou sel es ight o . I o de  hethe  e ould fi d a a  to el o e
that a iet  fo  ho  it a  i ite us to ha ge ou  eliefs a d eha iou s.

 
“o e of us ill a t to g ie e. I did. A d I s ll do. G ief a out this situa o  a d hat is o i g ill o

e a o pa io  to the est of  life. But g ief is ’t a feeli g that e ists alo e. We g ie e e ause e lo e
life, i ludi g ou  o , those of othe s a d the hole of life itself. Lo e is the asis of ou  g ief. I
e og isi g that asis fo  ou  g ief, e a  o e e o d despai  o  u ess. We a  sta t agai , to

e plo e hat e ight e a d do o . O l  a e  a epta e a  e  fo s of ea i g, e  fo s of
hope, e  ki ds of isio  e allo ed to e e ge. Fo  ost people that p o ess of o i g i to a d th ough
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Posted by Jem Bendell at 06:24 

despai  to a ds a e e ed asis fo  ei g a d a g is ot a ui k o e. A d e tai l  ot i ediate. But
e ha e just a fe  i utes o e togethe  i  this sessio . “o, I i ite ou to ope  the doo . To egi  to

efle t o  hat if?

 
“o e of ou ill ha e ee  th ough this p o ess fo  so e e, a e e e  ea s. If ou ha e, the  I ask
ou to ef ai  f o  aspi i g to ha e lots of a s e s. We a  a t to ha e a pla  a d eassu e ou sel es

a d othe s. But e a ’t eall  p efa i ate fo  ollapse. I ill the efo e ask ou o  to tu  to o e pe so
o l  a d sha e ith ea h othe  hat ou FEEL i  espo se to this ues o . Just s k ith feeli gs to sta t

ith. Let’s do this ot as o e sa o  ut hea i g ou  eigh ou  speak ithout i te up o . I k o  this is
a ig ask ut I’  goi g to i g a ell a e  o e i ute a d ask ou to the  s it h speake . The pe so  ith
the lo gest hai  i  ou  pai  a  sta t.

 
What if it is too late to a e t a atast ophe i  ou  o  so ie es ithi  ou  life es, due to the i pa ts of
li ate ha ge, pa ula l  o  ag i ultu e?  Ho  ould ou FEEL?

 
No  s it h.

 
Tha k ou. No  he k i  ith ou self. Aside f o  hat ou sha ed a d hea d, hat else do ou feel?

 
Tha k ou. No , please tu  to a othe  pe so , a d sha e hat ou THINK i  espo se to the sa e

ues o , ith a  addi o al pa t: What if it is too late to a e t a atast ophe i  ou  o  so ie es ithi
ou  life es, due to the i pa ts of li ate ha ge, pa ula l  o  ag i ultu e? What ight that ea  fo

 life a d o k?

 
No  s it h.

 
Tha k ou. To o lude, please fo ulate a ke  ues o  ou o  ha e that ou a t to a s e  e ause
of this talk. If ou a t to, take a o e t to ite it do . I’ll gi e ou a i ute.

 
I   pape  I p o ide o e a kg ou d o  hat has led e to this situa o  he e I’  i i g
o e sa o s like the o es ou ha e just had. I do ’t ha e a  a s e s, as this is e  te ito  fo  e,

e o o all , ps hologi all , a d spi ituall , e e  efo e o side i g the i pli a o s fo  st ategies a d
poli ies. I stead, I i ite ou to keep ha i g these o e sa o s, a d see hat e e ges. I ealise this is

uite tough fo  a  of us a d it has ee  fo  e. O   e site I dis uss the a ge of espo ses I ha e
e pe ie ed o  it essed, as ell as i fo a o  o  e o o al suppo t o  this topi .

 
Tha k ou fo  ou  a e o  a d taki g the e fo  efle o .
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