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ABSTRACT
TE N T ST IR MRS WS IR T I

This work consists of a survay of the evidence on the origin of
the Khasi-Synteng people and a review of their history, as far as
it can be reconstructed, down to the latter part of the eighteenth
century,This is followed by a review of their traditionsl cul ture,
as it was before the opening up of the Khani and Jaintia Hills, The
work is thus divided into two main parts, preceded by an introduce
tion discussing geography, sources and previous work on the subject,
and ending with a conclusion, summarizing the contents of the thee
sis and briefly surveying the later history of the KhasieSyntengs
down to the present day.

In the first part, Chapter II reviews the ethnology of the Khagi-
Syntengs, and considers their connections with other ethnic groups
in India and South-esst Asia. This chapter also considers the evie
dence of the few neolithie artifacts found in the region, The third
chapter deals with the evidence of the megalithic structures in the
Khasi and Jeintia Hills, and disousses possille relationships with
other megalithic cultures, In the fourth chapter linguistic evidence
is consgidered, from various points of view, and it is suggested from
the evidence of loanewords that the earliest contact of the Khasis
with Indo-Aryan speakers may have been later than previously supe
posed. The following three chapters cover the history of the Jaine
tia kingdom, much of which can be traced in considerable detail from
the early sixteenth century onwards, chiefly through the Assamese
chronicles, The accounts of these are often conflicting in points
of detail, and the thesis attempts to solve these conflicts of evie
dence wherever possible, and to present the most prohable interpre-
tation of the data. Little can be discovered about the history of
the hill Khasis, but certain documents of the East India Company
throw some light on their relations with the plains at the end of
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tery entitled 'Evexyday Life', reviews various aspects of the life
of the Kpasi-Syntengs, such as houses and furniture, food and drink,
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The thesis concludes with appendices on the Jaintia king-list
and the Assamese months,
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tions generally accepted in modern Assam, Thus Jeyantiys regulare
1y appears as 'Jaintia',’ imeruvll &s 'Dimarva’ end KharSin e
'Khyrin', wiile the titles Bavuvli and GOWSAT nemmally appear in
their modern Assamese romendged forma 'Barul’ snd 'Gohain',

During most of the time when this thesis was being written I
did not have access o the calendrical taules which are necessary
to reduce Hindu dates to their exact western equivalents, If it
had been possible to do this it might have added precision to the
thesis, but in no case would it have made any essential difference
to our knowledie, I have therefore been content to glve approxi-
mate dates only,

I am deeply indebted to ny former supervisor, my husband Frofege
8or 4. L. Basham, for his unfeiling help and encouragement, snd ale
80 Zor the strong pressure which he hag brought upon me to finigh
this thesie. Without the latter it would probably never have been
completed, In this he was ably supported by my son Ashok, I have
also ruceived much help from mmerous other peopla, chief of whom
are Mr A, Christie (s, 0, 4, S,, London), Mx J, Chyne (my maternal
grandfather, of Shiilong, Indis, who gave me much informmtion from
personal knowledge), Mr C. Court (formerly of the Dopertment of
Linguistics, Australian liational University, Canberra), Frofessor
Eugénie Henderson (S, 0. A. Se)edr H, H, E. Loofs (A, N, U,) and
lir H, R Shorto (S 0. As 8,). In the course of my work I have made
use of numeroug libreries, whose staffs have been invariably very
helpful, and to whom I express my thankg, These include: in London,
the libraries of the School of Oriental and African Studies, the
India Office, the Baptist Mission, the Royal Anthropological Instie
tut? and the Royal Asiagiec Sociectys in Shillong,India, the Librayy
of the Historical Research Depariment, N, B, ¥, A., the Assam State
Library, and the All India Redio Library; in Canberrs, the Library



of the Australian National University and the Nationay’ Librorys and .
in the U, S, A., the Iibrary of the University of Pennsyivania, Co-
lumbia University Library, Harvard University Litrary, liaw York Pue
blic Library and the Library of Congress, Last, but not least, I owe
ny gratitude to my mother and my lats father, who enabled me to go
to Englaml to work for a higher degree,
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Lhapter 1

INTRODUCTIOR

ireliminaxy

This thesis is an attempt to throw light on the origin and early
history of the Khasis and Syntengs, from prehistoric times to the
latter half of the 18th century., Outside their own region the Khasis
and Syntengs or Jaintias, together with other kindred tribes such as
the Wars, are known By the common mame oflthui.l

Assam is a multilingual state where there are to be found dif-
ferent types of people speaking their own languages and following
their owmn cultures. One of these is the Khasi-Syntengs, who now ine
habit a mountainous region in the central portion of Assam, The
present day Khasi-Syntengs appear to be of a very mixed type, but

1, The word Khasi has in the past been spel$ in various ways. In
thclutmwumtmufommohugm.w,
Khagsia, ote. How the Khagis got their name is impossible to B
and no satisfactory explanation of the texm has yet been discovered.
Some traditions derive it from the name of a woman Si, preceded by
the feminime particle ka. Ka §i is said to be the eponymous ancestress
of the Khasi people, in which case the 'h' ghould be dropped and the
name spelt Kagl, Others derive it from kha, & verb meaning 'to give

birth', and the name §i, the term Khagi thus si the descendants
of 81 &bhtmn, xxvii, 1856, p.82), These etymolo-
gies are obviously £ s and have no more validity than the scur-

rilous Assamese tradition linking the word with the Arabic jghagi,
meaning ‘eunuch' (below, pe94).

The form Khasia, widespread in the last century, seems due to the
influence of the Bengali and Assamese ending -Iyfi, as in AssnTyfl,
s @te, In the Khasi language it is never used, and Khasis
always refer to themselves as such, even when speaking other languages.



originally they were predominantly Mongoloid. Rather strong Mongoloid
features are still the be seen among the inhabitants of the uplands.
They speak a lMon-Khmer language, which, in spite of its mumerous
loan-words from Indo®Buropesn languages, has retained the chief Mone
Khmer characteristics., Most of the borrowed words are from Bengali and
Assamese, Many of these are of Perso-Arabls origin, which indicates
that they were imported in comparatively recent centuries,

Seography

The plateau known afficially as the United Khasi and Jaintia Hills
rises in the south abruptly from the plains of Sylhet, now in East
Pakistan, and more gradually in the north from the plains of Kamwup
(Assam), The latitude is approximately 25° to 26° N and the longitude
between 91° and 93° E. The platean is bounded on the north by the dise
tricts of Kamrup and Nowgong, on the east by the Kapili river, North
Kachar and the Naga Hills, on the south hy Sylhet, and on the west Yy
the Garo Hills. The tableland is about 4,000 £f% above sea level and
contains 23 prominent peaks, the highest being the Shillong Peak,
which rises to 6,433 £t a few miles from the city centre of Shillong,
Soh~pet-bneng, 'The Navel of the Siky', to the east of the Shillong-Gauha=
ti road, was supposed by the Khasis to be the centre of the earth and the
connecting link between the abode of the gods and the world of men,
when there was free communication between the two regions, Most of the
pesks are conical in shape, and are capped hy sacred groves, the only
exception being the Soh=petebneng, which is bare of trees.

Shillong, the capital of Assam, is about 5,000 £f% above sea level,
The higher ranges have been denuded of trees, and are covered with grass.
For centuries the trees were cut down for household fuel and for feede
ing the fron-smelters' furnaces, But there are still numercus sacred
groves throughout the land, One such grove is in the area surrounding
the Shillong Peak, which is believed to have been the home of the god

muonc,mmme mmmwmmumlm»m-

1, 1Its older name seems to have been Yewduh, pronounced hy the british

Yedu, Possibly this name was discarded becaume of confusion with Yedo,
now Tokyo.

]



still have very fine timber trees, rhododendrons, rare orchids, wild
cinnamon, and various flowering shxubs. Lavender and ferns grow in
profusion, together with medicinal and edible herbs. There are many
wild fruits, such as strawberries, blackberries and raspberries, and
a profusion of edible mushrooms, which are much relished Yy the
people, Pine trees and stunted oak, as well as certain other trees,
grow on the higher levels, On the warmer lower slopes black pepper
grows wild abundantly and is of great commercial value to the people,
together with tegplt or bey-leaf. These two products are exported in
large quantities to the plains, and are favourite spices of the
Khasis, Syntengs, Wars and other kindred tribes.

The hills are composed chiefly of granite rock with strata of
sandstone and limestone, Shale and coal beds exist here and there,
chiefly in the meagio&.u There are places like Lyngkyrdem, not
far from Pymirsla,towards Dawki, where coal is found on the surface.
People still use in their fireplaces coal which has been collected
or dug in their owmn gardens, There is good reason to believe that
the use of coal was known locally to the early Khasis, since they have
their om word for it, deweiong ('black earth'), unlike most Indian
languages, which use adapted forms of the English word., The surface
soil is generally red in the higher regions, btut in the lower slopes
and especially in the valleys 1t is very often black,

There are no navigable rivers, though small boats can ply on
a few gtreams in the lower slopes. Seme of the main streams flow
south to join the Suams while others flow north into the Brahmaputra,
As they approach the plains they form very beautiful rapids and deep
Wl: obstructed hy large boulders. Most of these rivers swamm
dﬁfdﬂ:otnrimckiﬂndthurpidhmwurmﬂm,m&
cularly those in the colder stresms.

Rainfall 1S heavy throughout the area and falls most during

1.

vol., ii, pp.208, 210,



the monsoons from May until the middle of August, although a certain
amount falls in winter also, Cherrapunji and its neighbourhood re-
ceive the heaviest rainfall in the world, with an average of 500 ine
ches per annum, Winters are severe in the uplands, with heavy frosts
and occasional snow and sleet, But the cold season is generally bright
and sunny. Summers are mild in the higher regions, with an average
temperature of 65° F, and sometimes there can be fairly cold days even
in sumer, Very heavy mists and fogs are frequent in the mountains,
partioularly in the Cherra area, These obstruct the voew even of faire
ly close objects, tut the Khasis believe that they are good for health.
In general the lower slopes enjoy a much milder climate, suitable for
the growth of vigpious sub=-tropical plants, '

Sources

The race inhadbiting these hills is supposed to be the only rem=
nant of the earliest Mongoloid migration into the bounds & India, For
a detailed study of its origin and early history not much suthentic
material is available, The Khasis have left no written records of
their migrations and early history, as they were an illiterate people.
For our knowledge of their past we must rely on oral tradition, on
the Assamses Burafijlg, on the accounts left by eighteenth and nine-
teenth century British civil servants, foreign missionaries and
visitors, on linguistic evidence, and on the stone momments which
lie scattered throughout the region.

The Burafijls were written in Ahom and Assamese by court histori-
ans and private individuals connected with the roysl femilies of the
region, Of these the most important for our purpose is the Jayantly®
Durafijl, describing the relations of the Ahom kings with the Hindu
kingdom of Jaintiapur, which was ruled by kings of Synteng origin.

The text in its published form is in fact a conflation made by Fro-
fessor S, K., Ehuyan from two main mamuscripts, both apparently frag-

| g
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nentary, to which he added certain furthor material from pube
lished and unpublished mamuscripisj the most important of the latter
is a fragmentary document %o which, following Ehuyan's list, we refer
as 'Source §',* and which seems to be based on the two main documents,

sumarizing parts of them and adding important variations and new
passages here and there,

Other Assamese chronicles important fur our purpose are the
KachBxT Burafiil, describing the relations of the Ahom kings with the
kingdom of Kachar,> the eastern neighbour of Jaintia, the Darrafige
Ifj-vepsBivall, giving the history of the Koch kings, and the Deo-
dhBY Burafiif, chronicling the history of the Ahom kings down to A.D.
16483 the last named work includes some material of value to us, in par-
ticular a brief account of the relations of the Ahom kingdom with
the frontier tribes in the reigns of Rudrasigha and Jayadhvaj,’ The
TufichufigfyS BurafijT is important for the light it throws on the end
of our periodj it gives a detailed account of the history of the Ahoms
from 1751 to 1806, with a synopeis of their earlier history, and its
suthor, SrinSth Barbaruvli, was a minister of the Ahom kingdom and
en eyeewliness of many of the events which he chronicleds? Other
Bupaflifs also contain references of significance, and ome work of
clagsical Assamese literature, Safikaradeva's paraphrase of the Ihi-
gavate Purfipa, containes the earlieet known occurrence of the word
Khlla,’

Few references to the Khasis are to be found in Persian sources,
though the chronicles dealing with the history of Bengal tell us a
little about the Jaintia kingdom, We can gather much, however, sbout
the customs and way of life of the Khasis at the end of our period

1. Introduction %o JB, ed, Bhuyan, 2nd ed., p. vi,

2. Officially spelt Cachar, Ve regularly employ the int$ial K. for
the sake of consistency with the recognized system of tronsliteration
and to avoid misunderstanding as to its pronunciation,

Be DB, paras., 221-57.

4.  Thuyan, IB or e History of Assam, p. xxxily IB, pp. xiiiexvi,
Se See below, Ps 92 »



from the accounts of early travellers and reports submitted to the
East India Company, The first Buropean to write on the Khasis, Ro-
bert Lindsay, was collector of Sylhet, and his reports and corres-
pondence throw much light on the relations of the Khasi hillmen
with the plains of Bengal.' Hamilton's lengthy Description of Hine
doostan, published in 1880, is also valuable, as is the account
by Walters of his journey acroes the hills, published in Asiatic
Begearches in 1832, Barly issues of the Joumal of the Asiatic So-

glety of Calcutta and the Calcutta Review yield several important
articles.

Sources for the study of the language of the Khasis from the
historical point of view are few, The Khasis have no written records
much more than a hundred years old, and until recently linguists
have not paid them the attention they deserve, The standard grammars
and dictionaries are practical compilations for utilitarian purposes,
and though the Khasis have their fair share of space in Grierson's
monumental Linguistic Survey of Indig they are a small people, and
thus only a brief summary of their language is given. Recently spe-
cial studies of Khasi have been made by Dr Lili Rabel and Professor
Bugénie Henderson, But in general the longuage has only interested
those scholars who need it for comparison with other South-east Asian
languages, snd it has received little scientific attention in its om
right. A special study of the several dislects and of the vocabularies
of the remoter villages might yield important data for the historian,
Meanwhile we have used for historical purposes whatever materizl we
have been able to obtain, supplewented by personal knowledge of the
language.

The archaeclogy of the Khasi-Jaintia Hills is to all intents
and purposes non~existent, and consists mainly of descriptions of mega-
liths and other stone monuments, some of the most detailed and valua-

1. B4, Pirminger, Sylhet District Records, 4 vols., Shillong,
1913«19, See below, Pp. 185« 90,



ble being more than a hundred years old, Similar descriptions of

the more developed architecture of the Jaintias are also to be found,
We have not heard of any archaeclogical excavations in the hills or
of any experiments in carbonel4 dating, We have, however, made what
use we could of the material availgble,

Folklore and tradition throw valuable light on the past, but
in the case of the Khasis little has been done by way of the systematic
collection and seientific study of traditional lore, The very valuae-
ble work of Colonel Gurdon tells us something about this, and a
suall collection of Khasi folketales was produced by Mrs U.,K.Rafy in
1920, A number of brief accounts exist in Khasi publications, chiefly
in the form of articles by such pioneers as Dr H.Lyngdoh, Here again
much work remains to be done, in collecting and scientifically record-
ing material of this kind,

Earlier Work on the Subject
The most comprehensive anthropological study of these people

is that of J, H, Gurdon, whose book, The Khagig,gives an account of
Khasi social structure based chiefly on first hand information and
personal contact, But Gurdon's work is not intended as a history,

and this aspect of the subject is hardly touched on. He does not tell
much about the Syntengs, for the simple reason that he was not a
trained anthropologist ( a profession scarcely in existence in the
days when he wrote) and he came more in contdet with the upland Khasis,
in whom he was most interested., The same is true of the study of
Khasi matriliny made more recently by Baren U. R, von Ehvenfels

and the descriptions of Khasi customs by David Roy. The latest study
of the Khasis from this point of view appeared in 1967 from the pen of
& Japanese lady anthropologist, Dr Chie Nakanej Shough Dr Nakane's me=
thods may be modern, her book contains mumerous factual errors.:

1, For example her statements that the motor road from Cauhati to
Shillong was opened only after independence, and that it was only at
- this time that Shéllong became the seat of the Assam govermment
khagi, pe 99)3 that the pine tree was introduced Yy the British
o9 Pe 99)3 and that ka para-kur means mother's sister's daughter
when in fact it means any female clanswoman (ibid., p. 117).



The earliest history of Assam, excluding the Burafijls, is
the Account of Assem by J. P. Wade, a surgeon of the East India Come
pany who visited the countxry with Welsh's expedition and studied its
history with the aid of pandits. Wade gives a clear account of Assamese
history, taken from the Burafijls, but the Khasis are almost ignored,
though the outlines of the history of Jaintia are included in his
work, which was largely superseded by that of Gait,’ As the name of
the book indicates, Sir Edward Gait's Higtory of Assam covers the
whole state, and gives a brief chapter on the diplomatic history of
the Jaintias, with a slight reference to the Khasis,

The late Dr H. Lyngdoh published a mumber of books on the
Khagis, mostly written in the Khasi languagej these are still used
as textbooks in Khasi colleges, His works are based mainly on person-
al knowledge and first~hand information, He was one of the first
Khasis to undertake the task of finding out more about his own peo=
Ple, Like Gurdon and Gait, Lyngdoh was neither a professional hise-
torian nor an anthropologist and thus, like them again, he deserves
special credit fexr his pioneering work, He served with the Indian
Army kedical Corps during the First World War and then became civil
surgeon at the Civil Hospital in Shillong, He is still remembered
with great affection and respect by his fellow Khasis,

Dr Hemlet Bareh, another Khasi, has also written on his people.
His brief books, Khasl Democragy and Histoxy of Khasi Literature con~
tain much useful informatiom, but unfortunately their value to the
serious student is impaired because their author, writing for a wide
public, fails to mention his sources, though he is a trained historian,
having received a doctorate from Gauhati University. His thesis,

published very recently under the title The History and Culture of
Xhe Khagi People, is most valuable in its treatment of the nineteenth

1. For a detailed study of Wade and his work see Bhuyan, Angloe-
Asgamege Lelations, PPe 398-423.



and twentieth centuries. He has little new to say about the earlier
period, and he mepeats many traditional accounts which have little or
no historical value, He relies too much on the evidence of fanciful
owuelogios which sre quite untrustworthy from a linguistic point

of view,

Syed Murtasza Ali, now a Pakistani, has written a brief history
of the Jaintias, which, although it contains much useful information,
suffers from similar shortcomings. His work is the outcome of per-
sonal interest in the history of the Jaintia kings, which was appare
ently stimulated by personal acquaintance with their later descand-
ants, He records interesting, if not wholly reliable, traditions preser-
ved by the Muslim community of Jaintiapur,

Many studies of Assamese history contain short chapters or
briefer sections of chapters on the Khasis and Jeintias, Among these
we should mention the works of Professor P.C, Chandhuri and Dr N, N,
Acharyya. Their referonces are scholarly and valuable, as far as they
€0 in illuminating our theme, but this is only peripheral to the
studies of these two scholars, whose works end at periods before their
sources throw much light on it, Certain other worls, published in
Assam and claiming to reveal the ancient héistory of almost every
tribe and people within the boundaries of that state, it is kindest
to ignore,

1, For example: ' ligsiut cdoes not seem to be a texm of Khagi
origin, In its Sanskri form, Madhur-liagwat, it means strong and
beautiful' (op, cites Ps 42). It appears that the author is thinking
of the Sanskrit madhura ('sweet',’'pleasant') and the Perso-Arabic
mazblt ('fimm', 'strong'). Te reference is to a fortress of a legend=
ary ruler of Malngiang who, Dr Bareh believes, repelled a Muslim ine
vasion in about A,.D.1200}
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Shaptex X1

ETHHOLOGY AHND PBEHISTOB!

Andian Racial Types

It would indeed be very difficult to make any conclusive
tatenent on the question of the origin of man in India, since
the Subecontinent seeus to have ahsorbed mearly all the different
racial types of the world into her population from time immemorial,
If one watches g erowd in any India city one cannot fail to notice
the differences among the various inhabitants. Though theme is some
difference in terminology, it is generally agreed that the main
ethnic types of the Indian subecontinent are three, nowadays gener-
ally oallsd Proto-iustraloid, Mediterranean and Indo-Aryan, but often
referred to Wy other names., As well as these there are other elements
which are less strongly in evidence, notably Mongoloid and Alpine-
Armenoid, m.ow.nrmlytoboteﬂu;mostsh.m

one or another may tend to predominate in different classes and dif-
ferent regions.

The late Professor D, N. Majumdar held that the Proto-iustrale
0ids were the earliest inhabitants of Indis,® and disagreed with J. H.
Hutton, who thought that possibly a Negrite race, traces of which are
nearly extinct, was the earliest. These people were supposed Yy Hute
ton $o have been followed Yy the Protoeiustraloids, whose racial orie
gin is obscure, and whose ancestors Hutton traced to Pduﬁu.z Thege

————

L Majumdar, Races gnd (4th ed.), pe 54 Here
'; nake no att:npt to tru topic %hn and Southeeast Asian
ethnology in detail, and confine ourselves to some of the main thee

ories. See also Von idcksteds, i uz m PPe 393 ££.3
Saxkar, The Rages -V, etc,
2 h'lq-dn.m p.%. :




in turn were followed by a pecple of Mediterransan type. A later
wave of Mediterraneans brought the knowledge of metals, and these
were followed by brachycephalic Armeneids, who perhape spoke an Indoe

Maropean language. The dolichocephalic Indo-Aryans followed them
about 1500 B.C,.

hile these races were entering India frog the west, longoledd
elenents came in from the north and northeeast, The Mongoloid popue
humoflnunhdtwnmw-.l One of these, more highly
specialised, is represented by the people of Hhutan and those live
ing along the foothills of the Himalayas from Assam to Kashmir, The
Angami Nagas represent the second type, which is coarser featured and
is nowadays often referred to as Palasoeiongoloid or Proto-ilongoloid,
The first type has a rounder head end a broader, coarser nose than
the second,

It is genorally believed that these Mongoloid peoples are
ddentical with those referred %o in Sanskrit texts as Kirfitag,.

These seem %o have been wild noneArysn tribal peoples of the moune
tains and are distinguished from other txribes of FProto-iustraloid
type, who are referred to as Jilghdas, Ssbaras, Pulindas, Hiillas and
wzmmm of Mongoloid features in many Bengalis, and %o
8 lesser extent in the plainsmen of Bihar and Uttar Fradesh, suggests
that formerly this element was more widespread in India than it
lator became, There is some reason to believe that there was a small
Protosiiongoloid element in the prehistoric Indus cities,” It is pos-
sible that, when the Aryans began their slow eastward expansion
across India, they conquered many tribes of Hongoloid type in the
course of their advance, driving others into the hills whence they

1.  lajundar, Op. Gifes Pe 50.

2,  Chatterji, Cirfita~jona-iril, p.17.
3+  TPiggott, Ixehistorio India, p. 147
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had originally come, In their early egricultural stage it is likely
that these people were semienomadic, moving over the land in hoxrdes
and maintaining themselves by slagheand-burn cultivation and by hunte
ing.

The early kediterranean element in the Indian population is
now represented in its purest form Ly the higher castes among the
Urevidian speakers of South India, btut it is to be found to some
extent in all parts of the Subecontinent, Sws!! pockets of Dravidian
lagguages are to be found from Baluchistan (Hreahui) to the borders
of Bengal (Malto), and it is commonly suggested that before the come
ing of the Aryans the Dravidians spread throughout the Subecontinent,
However, the texm Dravidian is nowadays used rather in a linguistic
sense than in an ethnological one, and the Mediterranean racial type
was certainly not universal at any time in any part of India, In
Assam this type is comparatively weakly represented, and mainly by
elonents which entered the region in historical times,

The Indo-Buropeans or Aryans, who penetrated into India from
the Horthewest in the second millennium 3.C., advanced comparatively
slowly over the Subecontinemnt, and probably even at the begimming of
the Christian Sre their influence was little if at all felt in Assam,
In their advance they intemmarried with the peoples whom they cone
quered, and thus fairly pure Aryan types become progressively
rarer as one travels eastwards across the Subwcontinent, In Bengal
and Assam thoy are quite uncommon,

Loply digrations in Assam

Assam contains representatives of numerous racial elements,
being situated on one of the great migration routes of mankind, The
tracks along which races moved through or to Assam served also
as trade routes, through which much of the early trade between



India and China was carried on . In the north, routes led through
Tibet, Nepal and Bhutany in tho northesast an important route led
to China over the Patkoi Range and through the Hukawang Valley;
while in the South there were tracks through Mgmipur and Kachar,
lacial elements from South India and Southesast Asia may have
come to Bengal or Burma respectively along the comst, and thence
found their way %o Assan by the last route,® Contact with the west
came through the Brahmaputra Valley,

It 4s possible , as P, C. Choudhury believes,> that these
north and north-east routes are mentioned in the Pexiplus snd in
Ptolemy's Geography, and that the contact of Assam with the rest
of the Subecontinent is also mentioned in other classical sourcess
but the data are confused and of uncertain interpretation, and we
cannot be confident on this point, The Sgreg referred to in classical
texts are generaslly taken to be the Chinese, and we neeml not invese
tigate the question vexry deeply for the purpose of our study, since
even if the term Seres sometimes refers to the people of Assam the
references give us no significant information about the Khasis,

From a Chinege statement relating to 129 B,C, it has been
suggested that the trade route between India and China by way of
Assam was open at the time, The envoy Chang K'ien reported that
Chinese silk was t0 be seen in Bactria, and that this had deen
imported not direct from China, but from India, As far as is knowm
the sea route from China to India was not in use at that early
time, and thus it appears that the silk was brought to India by way
o:mmmmwutomm’m-umom
conclusion if we are to believe Chang K'ien, but we must always
allow for the possibility that he was mistaken in thinking -

1. m:;'ca. ML, iv, ppe 1=13s £bid., xii, pps 1lel8; Choudhury,
Pe

5 P, B, v, s,



that the silk which he saw was Chinese, Wild silk was known in
India centuries before this date, and 1% 1s possibdle that by this
tize cultivate silk was also known, since it ic apparently referred
uznmmlmumumam-ulmmu

the Mauryan period, though the date of the compilation of the text
moortlnnyhiu'.

In any case there is evidence of indirect contact between
India and China by way of Assam at a much earlier period, in the
form of rice and the domesticated fowl, both of which, it is genere
ally agreed, originated in India, and both of which appeared in
China for the first time in the late Shang period,> The appearance of
these features of Chinese life is surely evidence of oultural
diffusion from Bengal across the Assam Hills, It ie hardly likely
that they were carried YWy migrantas, for the flow of migration appears
to have been rather in the direction of the south, But the fowl and
rice cultivation in China give ewddence of some indirect contact
at least as early as 1000 B, C,

Zhe Khasl-Jyntengs

Broaedly speaking this comminity can be divided into three
groups, the Khagis, the Syntengs and the Wars. The Khasis live in
the highest parts of the mountaims, in the Khasi Hills sxoumd
Shillong., The Syntengs live on the eastern side of tho United Khasi
and Jaintia lills, and the Wars on the southern slopes of the Khasi
Hills, to the west of Cherrapunji between Laltkynsew and the plains
of Sylhet, There are several subegroups of the people, who speak
the some language with dialectical differences only,

Outgide the United Khasi and Jaintia Hills the term 'Khasi®
is applied to both Khasis and Syntengs, but within that area each
of the branches distinguishes itself from the other, The clans,

1. M i, 9.

2. Creel, Ao Eaply Chinege Cultuxe, pe 1753 mm.ﬂ‘
Ppe 85 o The fowl appears to have been a recent acqui

tion in Shang times (Bixth of Chiinas pe 76).



however, have been mobile within the whole area, and Khasi groups
may be found living in Synteng districts, and vice versa. Intermar-
riage has always been pemmitted, though in the past it was somewhat
disapproved of, and the progeny of a mixed marriage was looked on as
belonging to the mother's branch,

In appearance the majority of the Khasis and Syntengs are
¥ongoloid. The Mongolian features of the Khasis and Syntengs are
moet noticeable among the uplanders of the Khasi Hillsjy these have
apparently retained more of their racial purity than have the
Hinduiged Syntengs or Jaintias and the Wars of the lower slopes,
who have long intermarried with the plainsfolk, Many people now
accepted as Khasi-Syntengs have little or no Khasi-Synteng blood and
there are several recorded cases of plainspeople being ritually
inducted into KhasieSynteng clans, while in the past it was not
unconmon for women of the plains to be foreidbly carried off to
the hills and married to Khasi-Synteng men,

In anthropological texms the Khasis have been described as
mesocephalic, mesoprosopic, mesorrhine and m—oric.l They are
short in stature, with high vaulted heads and straight black hair,
They have scanty eyebrows and horisontal eyes which are generally
light brown, The cheekbones are high, the noses flat and the noe-
trils open, The beard is thin, The legs of the typical Khasi are
short in proportion to the total height, and are remarkably well
developed, 'with enomous calves and knees'.> The latter feature,
recorded in the last centumy Ly Hooker, is not particularly
noticeable among modern Khasis, but Hunter, writing a little later,
states that over-developed calves were 'considered an clement of
beauty, more especially in women who, on the average, are fairer

1, Raychoudhury, JDL, xxvi, 1935, pe 2.
Jownals,

2, Hooker, vol, i1, pp. 223=243 Gefe m’ vii,
Pe 690, ADG, x, Peb2.
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undhmd.c—rthutmm'."muttcrommﬁmtihom

age of the Khasgis was ‘ungreceful', The complexion is tawny or yele
lowigh,

It has long been noticed that the above description closesly
resenbles that of ocertain othexr peoples of the Assam Hills and of
Southeeast Asia, rotably the Khmers and the Palaungs,> both of whom,
like the Khasis, speak languages of the Mon-Khmer group. While the nor-
mal Khasi type is iongoloid, the eyesdo not possess the 'typical
Mongolodd fold' of the eyslid, and this fact suggesta,as woll as
others, that, while their ancestry ocntains a strong Mongeloid ele-
ment, it also contains much other blood.

As faxr as we can gather, very few blood samples of the Khasis
have been analysed, Even if more work should be done in thies field,
one could not satisfactorily make »ny definite conclusion as to their
affiliations from this evidence alone, becguse for generations they
have interbred with other Indians and with foreigners. According to
one of their om traditions, the Khasis came from the north and
northecast, from the districts of Nowgong, Lumding and Haflong, on
the borders of their present haditat.’ Linguistic and other evie
dence, however, points to the east rather than to the north as the
route of their migration. Nevertholess, the Khasis belong to the
sane blood=group as do the mixed Hhotias, that is to say the Ihotias
who have interbred with the Lepchas, Like the Bhotias, the Khasis
have a larger percentage of groups B and AP than do the Eushais and
Angani Nagas of eastexrn Assam, But this gives little evidence as
to their origin, for it appears that the bloodegroup distribution
anong the Mongoloid peoples stretching fom western China through
Tibet to the Himalayan states and central Assam is much the same

1, Hunter, M.g# Agsam, wol. i1, p. 216,

2. Gurdon, JRAS, » Do 'm h Pe 200,

Do Lyngdoh, Ka Hias ds pe 11, Lyngdoh gives no details of
tais tradition ({ing-is-Suwhekhane- pateng), which is sald to have
been current gmong | Khagis and 33

4e See hlu.pp.bs-bqg




except for differences in proportion due $o racial aduixture,’

The evidence of blood, such as it is, thus tends to Jink the Khasis
rather with Tibet and China than with Southeeast Asia, with which
linguistic and other evidence comects them,

We have seen that the Khasis are Wy no means pure Mongoloids,
and hence at some early period their ancestors must have intexmare
ried with another racial element, which appears to have been akin
to the Proto-iustraloid. Aryan and Mediterranean characteristics
are virtually absent in persons of pure Khasis blood, and such features,
when thay do appear, may be accounted for ly intermarrisge in recent
centuries. The same admixture with the Proto-iugtraloid type may de
found in meny other peoples of Assam and Southesast Asias, and fyom
this we may infer that at some prehistoric period Mongoloid peoples,
pushing down into Southeeast Asis from the north, intermarried with
indigencus Southeeast Asia trides, In the case of the ancestors eof
the Khagis, the influence of the indigenous element was strong
enough %o iapose its language upon the inveders. The same appears
$0 have been the case with the other peoples of the Mon-Khmer
lingustic family, who are to be found in Southesast Asia and all
of whom have Mongoloid features. The ethnological evidence, like
that of the megaliths which will be discussed latexr, is quite con=
sistent with prehistoric movements of Mengoloid peoples from the
north into South-east Asia, where they combined with peoples of
& primitive Proto-Australodd race extending in its various branches
from India to Australias. In some cases the waves of Mongoloid migrants
nmﬁmWMQMthm
renained linguistically dominant,

The fact that the ancestors of the Khasis fall into the lat.
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1. Macfarlane, w 3rd serdes, vil, Ppe 2«3,
8 Chatterjii, Pe 17,
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ter category does not in itself permit us to make any defindte
historical inferences, The only sound historicsl inference that

we can make from the data is that in the distant past some mixture
of at least two peoples, one Mongoloid and one Proto-Australoid,
mus$ have ocourred to form the KhasieSyntengs., It is mot always the
case the in the mixing of two peoples, whether peacefully or hy
congquest, the group which is dominant, smeriocally, politically

or culturally, succeeds in imposing its speech upon the other, and
we can find mumerous cases, such as that of the Basques of France
and Spain and that of the Dravidiane-speaking Brahuis of Baluchistan,
vhere the langusge of a prehistoric racial element has survived
successive invasions, even when glmost all traces of the culture and
racial type of the original speskers have disappeared,

On the styength of this evidence alone it is not possible
to decide whether the Khasis ere the result of the intrusion of
a wvave of Mongoloids into t¢ Khasi Hills, where they intemmarried
with settled groups of lohefhmer speaking Protoeiustraloids, or
whether this process took place elsewhere in Southeeast Asia, or
even in India, after which the ancestors of the modern Khasis, ale
ready having approximately the same language and racial character-
istics as at present, migrated to their present home, Their own
traditions, however, favou$ the latter altermative, and this is

also supported, as we shall see, by linguistic, archaeclogical and
other evidenoce,

Zrehistoric Remains in the Khasi 1dlls

In the next chapter we deal with the KhasieSynteng megaliths,
which, though some axe reputed by the local inhabitants to be very

ancient, were still being exected at the end of the last centuxy,
and thus can scarcely be considered prehistoric. In fact recorded
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mn.mm-wucmmmmn‘mmm
Hills,

xaummmuwmom-mom:mum Chota
Nagpur platesu, and none are attested anywhere in &ssan.) Neolithic
tools, however, have been found in most districts of the state, The
nmorumuumnumnmnummmm
tive, Apmmm-wummamumm&thm.a
mummm.wmmm.mohnwnmmu
Dani's etudy of the lithic industries of the region,

or&cnxmutoummuu«-umzormm—
lmmmmmtofmmutmnohmumhoﬂnhunm
Valley, mmmowmammmtmmw
mmmmmmmuw-mm-u.wm
mﬂnﬂwmmmtmmm.mnmuwmuuaw
of Assem, “Mthumhdhttnﬂlmmﬂouﬁm-n
mmummdmmummmmﬂuom
uthtumtobofm.hthmpﬂmvuhomunmm
ﬁcnmnu-hmmmumtmmucm
tools, The most obvious inference from this fact 1s tkhat in neoe
nMGﬁuthmmmwmhMuo-
mnuﬁommmmn-,mwrummnm
trations of neolithic implements have been found, The dlatxribution
otﬂuvnrtmﬁpuofmﬁummmﬁomm
logieal regions of Assam, 8s given by Dani,’which we show in tebue
lar form on the following page, is also very significant, and fyom
it we moy drew conclusions which, though »imiftedly tentative, sye
none the less interesting and significant,

1. Dandi 18,
5 .’mesmm Pe
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As Facetted tool! "W adse’,

Bs 'Rounded=-tutt axe',

Cs ‘Axe with broad cutting edge’,

Ds 'Splayad axe',

Es !Shouldored tool'y, 'hache ) tenon', 'spade-shaped celt!,
¥ Tanged axe',

Gs ‘Wedge-blade',

Hs 'Grooved hammerstons',

X liscellansous.

Ceartain features of this chaxrt need further explanation, The
apparently high concentration in the Brahmaputya Valley is almost
entirely due to the discovery at Bishnath in Tespur District of a
single hoard, which consisted mostly of pebbles used as tools, tut
also contained a fow artifacts,” The tools found in the Naga Hills
include large mumbers of Classes F and G('tanged axe'and'wedged blade')
which do not occur elsewhere in Assom, The Caro Hills have proe
duced 29 irregular specimens of Class A (called Yy Dani 'facetted
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tool', the 'quadrangular sdze' of earlier archaeologists), while

in the Naga Hills only regular, better finished examples of this

type of tool have been found, Class B (Deni's 'shouldered tool!?,

often referred to by others ss 'shouldered aduze') appears in yee
glar form only in the Noge and Kachar iillss in the Garo Hills

only irregular specimens have been found, In fact there is a consider-
able difference between the implements found in the two major areas
of neolithic culture in Assam, of which the tools from the lNagn

Hills are on the whole the more highly developed,

This may perhaps be accounted for on the hypothesis that
the Naga Iills were influenced By later neolithie technologieal
trends, mmingfmthemt;andthetoohofolms?mc. {ypie
cal of the liaga Hills, are commected by Deni with similar artifacts
found in Purma and Yunnan, but not in India or in South=engt Anla
beyond Sumas’ The artifucts of Dani's class C, mmerous in the Garo
Hille bot not elsewhere, can hardly be parallelled in Southeeagt
Asia, but resemble similar tools from eastern India,? There axc,
liowever, as will be seen from the chart, types common to both ree
glons, and this suggests some contact between the two. Vo may suge
gest, however, that the siriking differonces between the neoliths of
the two areas s due to the fact that the liaga Hills received a wave
of cultural influence from the Southesast, whilo snother penctrated
from eastern India to the Garo Hills by way of Bengnl,

It appoars from these data that the Caro and the Naga Hills
formed two distinet centres of neolithic culture, divided by the
Khasi Hills, which were very thinly inhabited at the tine, The
muomfwmehaaparupopulatioamnotfu‘touok. The table=
land of the Khasi Hills, extremely rainy, cold in winter, and very
difficult of access, was unattractive to the neolithic folk, whose
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artifacts link them rather with Southeeast Asia than with India,
It seems that in general they avoided both the highest altitudes
and the subetropical swampy Jjungles of the Brahmaputra Valley and
East Bengal, which would have presented great diffioulties to men
equipped with only stone tools, Their main youtes of migration and
centres of population were in the lower hills, and in neolithic times
the Khasi and Jaintia Hills may have been something of a lenely
backwater with vexy sparse settlements. Indeed these hills may
have been almost completely uninhabited, crossed only from time to
tine YWy sugll groups of tribesmen driven away Yy their fellows as a
result of tribal warfare and searching for new lands to settle.

The dating of these tools is extremely uncertain, lost of them
appear %o have dbeen surface finds, made long before the technique
of radiosarbon dating was deviseds A firm chronology can only be
established when speciuens of these implements are unearthed in
the context of datable material, whether coins, pottery or crganic
matter susceptible to the C'4 test, e fact that they ave made
of stone is no guarantee of their great antiquity, Stone hoes were
used hy the Kukis of North Kachar and Yy the peasants in parts of
Mandpur even as late as the middle of the last century,® Some of
the neolithic srtifacts found in Assam seem to have been fashioned
with the aid of metal toolsy this is the case with the regular shoule
dered celts of Dani's class E,> though thess are comparatively
rare in Assam and none have been found in the Khasi Hills, Other
neolithic tools were s parently copled from metal prototypes.’ Demi
(without giving a reference for his statement) points out that
tools of his class A, the '"quadrangular adse', have been 'found in

1. Godwineiusten, 1875, pe 1583 Dani, ops gites Pe 53
M'. Pe 20,
: .ﬁhr-%nm;w-hu&

» Pe 51,
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Wamﬁu other hand, suggested a date between
2500 and 1500.for the arrival in Southeeast Asia of the men of the
'Wuumm.mmuammmmm
bringing with them the practice of erecting megaliths and early forme
of the lalayo-Polynesian group of languages. This hypothesis 4is
conitdered further below, in conmection with ﬁolnnd..uuﬂu.,
mhMm'-Mwhmumm.wmtw
nore the possibility that his dating is too early, in view of the
strongly expressed opinions of other scholars and the tenuousness
um«umm&mds«th-outmmw
u.un-«w«m.mmzuu.mm«mu—

nn-x-mmun.um..mumm”
contextual dates for the area.

mt-mmmdum-toWoy. it seecus probable
that both ihe Quadrangular and the Shouldered Adse Cultures continued
for may centuries, Both had their settlenents in what is now Assan,
But the evidence leads us to infer that in neolithic times the Xhagi
m:mmmhmmmmmuwmnp
larly intabited at all, The abundant megaliths which now cover the
area are not likely to be comnected with the four neolithie tools
mehmmhthnmmuhmnmmn.mmt
megalithio complexes in the Khasi Hills appear to be the work of
another, later race, which knew the use of metal dofore it arrived

on the scene,
1. m Po"o
2. pRon, xxiid, chee iievi,



The general opinion of modern scholarship is that the Mone
golian elenent in the South-east Asian population is comparative-
17 recent,” and the Khasi ethnie type is predominantly Mongsleid.
The mingling of the newly arrived lMongoloids and the older Proto-
Australoids had probably taken place defore the Khasis' arrival
mﬁu%mmtmsouwuummmqu
modern educated Khasis still maintain that they sre the most ancient
inhabitants of Assam, surviving as & snall island in a sea of later
cultures, Rather the evidence points to the Khasis arriving in their
present habitat at a comparatively late date, It is known that some
F} South~east Asian peoples (notably the ihous and the Thais) have
migrated over long distances in quite recent periods, largely as a

mltdhmdmmﬂmﬂugtmmu
valid reason why the ancestors of the Khasis should not have boen
anong them,

1. Coedds, ios State hindoutefe, p. 19 (tbe réoonte),



Chapter III

!EGALITKS
=

-Synte ithic

Large monumental stones of various types are scattered widely
in groups throughout the United Khasi and Jaintia Hills, particular-
1y by the wayside, along the routes linking the villages. Even in
the capital city, Shillong, large numbers of such stones are to be
seen in the Bara Bazar, the chief market place. The finest megaliths
are to be found in the centre of the Khasi and Jaintia Hills, close
to towns and villages such as Cherrapunji, Jowai, Nartiang and Lait-
1yngkot. 2

The monuments are of three kinds, called by arshasologists
menhirs, or vertical stones, dolmens, or table-stones, and stone
cists, or box-shaped containers for bones. The most common are the
upright pillars, often flattened, rather in the shape of elongated
gravestones, varying in height from two or three feet to twelve or
fourtun.; Some examples are quite unhewn, while others are more
carefully squared, The cists are in the form of square sarcophagi
composed of four large stones resting on their edges and well fite
ted together, roofed in by a fifth placed horizontally.? e sarco-
phagus may also take the form of a circular stone resting on several
small rough stone pillars planted together., Sometimes the cist is
oblong in shape. In these monuments one may find little earthen
pots containing the ashes of a family. Where such pots are depose

1. MQ, M’ mi’ Pe 618' 'ﬂhﬂn”. g&, ﬂi, Pe 25' Lyngdoh,
Ka Niam Khagi, pp. xvii, 244.

2. God'i.-Anlten. _J&’ 1’ Pe 128' Xy Peo 54.

Be Ourdon, w 2nd ed.y Do .

4. Yule, !._Q_O_o m.



ited the monuments are known as gg_bmx_rg_h.l These cineraria are very
often of considerable size, The stone cist is opened by removing one
of the heavy slabs in front,Usually these structures are to be found
near menhirs and table stones, because of their close connection
with the latter, which are memorial stones to deceased ancestors,
erected after the ceremony of depositing the bonos.z

The upright pillars may be classified into two types, which
differ in their functions. The mawnam is erected in memory of the
father and the mawbymna in that of the mother, The mawnsm normally
consists of three upright stones and one flat table-stone in front.
The large central stone is called 1 mawthawlang or 'the stone of the
father', and those on either side represent the forefathers, bro-
thers or nephews. The flat table-stone represents the grandmother
of the fa.tho:m.3 The stones are thus set up in hemour of members
of the family of both sexes, and not, as Professor Flirer-Haimendorf
beliavu," only for the ancestors on the maternal side,

The upright stone called mawbymna (Lymna s ' to meke known,
to proclaim') is also known as mawsbynrapg, or 'male stone', while
the slab in front is called QQFQQA or 'female stone', the
pair representing procreation. ¢ The table~stones or dolmens, which

le mn, M’ Pe 1520

2, Abid., p. 147. Gurdon notes that, unlike the cists of France
and other parts of Europe, the Khasi type has no window or 'soulehole';
he suggests that this is due to a belief in the need to confine the
soul to the tomt:' and prevent it from haunting the living., We believe,
however, that the presence of a 'soul=hole' in a cist indicates that
its makers believed that the stone structure was still in some sense
the home of the soul, which had been rendered innocuous and might
even benefit the suwviving relatives by visiting them, The Khasis,

on the other hand, believe that the soul of a dead person who has
been properly oremated and interred does not remain in the tomb, but
dwells with the ancestors in heaven, The absence of a !soul«hole' in
the uw is probably due to the fact that the idea never occurred
to the anclent Khasis, or if it did they saw no need for it,

S mn, Pe 153.

40 m (Lottors 9 1!, Pe 174.

Se God'in-Auaten, M’ i, 1871-72’ Pe 126,



are supported by short rough pillars, form roadside reating places
for travellors. Quite often one finds two flat table-stones, parale-
lel to one another, in fromt of upright stones, instead of only one.
The stone on the left represents the first ancestress (ka iawbei
tynrai) and that on the right the ancestress of the branch of the
clan (ka iswbei longkpoh) to which the memorials belong.>

The term mawbynna has been too loosely used, because all the
monoliths are more or less alike, In the opinion of U Mohan Khare
kongor, the final stones are called mawksing ('drum-stone') when
mawlynti ('stones of the road') have been erected; emly when maw-
lynti have not been erected are the final stones called mawhynna.>
He was not certain if thero was any difference between the maw-

kaing and the m. It thus seems that there was some variae-
tion in the terminology of these stones.

Mawksing, mawkhait or mawja are the names of the five stones
which were erected at a suitable place near a road by the clan

members a year o two after the bones had been buried in the mawniam
or mawbah, the ceremonial stone cist, and after the performance of
the feeding of the dead, or the gi-bam ceremony. The stone in the
centre is called mawkfii ('maternal uncle stone'), and the two on
each side, which represent the younger brothers or nephews, are
called mawbud ('accompanying utcmm').5

According to David Roy the last erection of a megalithiw
monument took place in 1890 in memory of Ka Stem Mawri, a lady of

l.  Yule, JASB, xii, p. 618; Lyngdoh, Ka Niam Khasi, p. 242,

2. Gurdon, Khasis, p. 152,

Je Roy, Anthropos, lviii, p. 521. U Mohan was an elderly Khasi
of Laitkor who much helped David Roy in hie study of Khasi funeral
rites. For further discussion of the ceremonies connected with
these stones, see below, pPp.248 =63 ,

4. Roy, op. cit., p. 548.
50 Iudo. Pe 547.
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Leitkor, a village near Shfl.].long.1 Stegmiller, however, suggests

thet megalithic interments were still taking place aboubt 1919,2 and

any Khasi-Synteng femily is still entitled to erect a megalithic
monument.,

No monument contains less than three upright stones, and oc=
casionally one finds as many as *t;h.'urteem.3 The largest known mega=-
lithic monument, originally numbering 30 stones, is to be found near
Sutnga in the Jaintia Hills., It is exceptional in that no table-stone
is included in the group, According to local legend these stones
were erected in memory of a woman who married 30 husbands. She is
not supposed to have been polyandrous, but to have divorced one
husband after another, and as she established a record for divorce
her descendants commemorated the fact by setting up the 30 stonee.4
This story, of course, has no reliable evidence to bask it, and,
while the account is theoretically possible, it is more likely that
the 30 stones commemorate an exceptionally large family. Divorce,
though permitted by Khasi custom, is looked on with disapproval,
and the remarriage of divorced women or widows is not favoured.

These stones are rerely erected in even numbers, since even
nunbers are considered i.mpoa:r:fect.5 The highest pillar is always in
the middle, and the pillars diminish gradually in sime on either
side.6 The pillar in the centre may sometimes be surmounted by a
circular capstone, in the middle of which a hole has been made
so that it may fit the plllar (plate V). At Nongkrem, a few miles
from Shillong, there is a centre stone with a neatly covered top

l. Ibido’ p. 521. Cof. GOdWin-Ansten, _J_é_I_, 17’ Ppo 144-47.

24 Anthrogge, xvi-vii, ppe 435-41.,

Do Oldham, CR, xxvii, 1856, ps 84, 4, Gurdon, %1 Pe 154,
5. GOd'in-Ansten, !&, 1, Pe 127. Dr H, H, E., Loofs informs me
that the same belief is widespread in Vietmam, Cambodia and Thailand.
As examples of megaliths erected exceptionally in even numbers we
may mention a group about three miles from Shillong along the Cherra=-
punji roads this had eight upright stones and two dolmens.

6.  Yule, JASB, xiii, p. 6193 Lyngdoh, Ka Niam Khasi, Pe 243.



which probably represents the head of a mo.n.l About two miles from
Cherrapunji there were two rows of five monoliths each, all but one
of which collapsed in the great earthquake of 1897, The centre stone
of one of these rows wys capped by a sione in the shape of a crown
with indented edgesj this feature is very rare., This group of stones,
including the dolmens, was of neatly hewn granitc.z

Some clans ftmmerly erected memhirs called mawlynti ("stone of
the way') and mawkjat ('stone of the foot' or '1imb') at every point
where they stopped for the night on their way to deposit the bones
of deceased maternal relations in the sepulchre or mawbah,It was
believed that the spirits of the departed rested their limbs on the
flat stones in front of the pillars on their way to the tomb of the
clan, when theis remains were carried to the stone cist by their re-
latiom.z' These menhirs were also believed to point the way for the
spirits to follow the bones.? Unlike the mawbymna, which represent
deceased maternal male relations and are named after them, the maw-
iynti or mawkjat stones are not given individuel mu.s

The tallest recorded exsmple of these megalithic pillars is
one of a clmster in the market place of Fartiang in the Jaintia
Hills (plate IIT b). It measures 27 £t in height above the ground
and is 2} feet thick, The largest collection of cists and upright
stones seen anywhere in the hills is at Laitlyngkot. These mega-
liths are of great sime, the largest upright pillar being 18ft
9 ins high and the largest horizontal stone weighing 20tons 18 cwt.
Of the eleven stones of this group three are made of the granite
found nearby and the remaining wight of the quartzitic sandstone
which forms the hill on which they stand. This monmrient was
pProbably a meeting place of chiefs andl elders, since the arrange-
ment of these stones is @iffferent from that of the other grcmpa.6

1, Gnrdon, Khasis Pe 145.

5 e, 1

. g Pe -

4. F!rer-Hn:l..nondowr s JASB (Letters), ix, p. 174.
Se Gurdon, Khasis, p. 146,

6. GOd‘in‘An.t‘n, m' 1’ p. 129.




In general the Jaintia monuments are much neater that the
Khasi ones. They are worked in g form approved by long standing
convention. Jaintia or Synteng craftsmen came under the influence
of the Bemgali workmen brought to the Hills by the Jaintia rijfls,
who controlled the eastern part of the plateau region, and also
the area of Jaintiapur in the plains of Sylhet. The Bengalis'
tools were better for werking the hard local granite, whether for
monuments or for hridgel.l But probably the best worked megaliths
of all are to be seen in the Cherrapunji area. By the roadside from
Shillong, a few miles from Cherrapunji, are to be seen a set of mega=
lits which, unlike most other examples, are not rough-hewn, but made
of well finished, smoothed stone (plate IV b), These comprise three
uprights and a dolmen made of two flat stones supported by three
well made pillars. The central upright is about 10 £t high and the
two ou-ter ones 6 ft, The dolmen measures 6% £t by 2 £t 8 ins, As
in some other examples, there are traces of an enclosure surrounding
this megalithic complex,

The monuments do not face any particulas directiva; if erect-
ed on a hilltop they face southwmrds as a rule, honm.z'mere is
nothing to show that they were ever erected to face the sunrise or
a partioular planet.’ But in their orientation the site and its sure
roundings are taken into assount. They were generally erected alonge
gide roads or close to well-known routes, so as to attract the ate
tention of passers hy.

Many villages have deriwed their names from these erections,
as for instance Mawsmai , 'The Stone of the Oath',and Mawphlang,
'The Stone of the Grass', situated a few miles from Shillong in a

Io CIuk. m"n"p. .9-
2. God'in-Amﬁln, M 1’ Pe 1290
50 Y\Il., M mi, Pe 6190
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stretch of green rolling hills with hardly any trees. The mame
lMawsmal suggests that the pillars were erected in memory of cer=
tain important compacts. According to locel tradition there was a
war between Cherra and a settlement on the site of the present Mawe
smal, When peace was concluded oaths were taken to urhold the peace
end a stone was erected to commemorate the tre;ty.l

These upright monoliths or mawbymna were erected for various
reasons, but they have no direct commection with the funeral rites
of the Khasis, as was formerly auggutbd.z The ashes of the dead
are never found buried under the dolmens which are always placed in
front of the menhirs.’ The confusion as to the purpose of these
structures arose from the fact that separate stone receptacles t$o hodd
the charred bones of the dead are very often found near the momoliths.
@ften these monoliths are memorial stones erected in memory of de-
ceased relatives who are supposed to have blessed the surviving mem-
bers of the family by bringing good fortune and prosperity.’

Momuments were also erected when a sick person recmvered from
& serious illness, He would make a solemn Promise to one of his ane
cestors, who was believed to watch over him, to erect a monument if
he recovered, but the promise was only made after every other kind
of propitiation and exercism, such as breaking eggs, sacrificing
fowls or pigs, ete. had fn.tlod.5 A monument might also be put up
to point the way for the spirits of dead relatives when their bones
were transferred over considerable distances to new resting plwtn.6
Other megaliths seem to have been erected as a form of public me-

1.,  Yule, JASB, xiii, p. 619. See also Heine=-Geldern ('Das liega~
lithproblem', p. 175) for the use of megaliths to commemorate oaths

and treaties among other trdbes of this region and elsewhere.

2. Godwin-Auaten, i, p.130,

3«  Heine=Geldern ('Das Megalithproblem', p. 167) points out that

in other megalithic cultures graves and dolmens are rarely associated.

o  Godwin-Austen, op,. 9_2.-. Pe 1265 Lyngdoh, Ka Niam Khasi, P. 249,

5. Godiin-Anaten, 22. g_o’ Pe 1270

6. Gurdon, Khasis, p. 152; Pirer-Haimendorf, JASB (Letters), ix, p.174.
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morial, We have seen that the megaliths of Mawsmai, according to tra-
dition,were put up to commemorate a treaty between two villages,
Similarly local tradition has it that the great megalithic complex
at Nartiang (plate III)was erected by a local Jaintia king to come
memorate the establishment of a market therej; the names of the of-
ficers who smpervised the setting up of the megaliths, Lah Laskor
and Mar Phalyngki, ave also remembered locally,>

The size of a megalith was not dependent on the financial
position of the person commemorated, but on that of the person erec-
ting the memorial. The sponsor of such & mornument would be a member
of the family who believed that he had benefitted from the post-
humous blessings of the deceased, for according to Khasi-Synteng
belief the dead from the other world may bless their surviving ree
lations with riches,hea.lth and ample progeny or curse them with Po=-
verty, disease and death. Thus, though the megalith is not directly
connected with the funeral rites, it is usually closely connected
with the cult of the departed spirits,’

The actual repositories of the bones are the structures gene-
rally referred to as stone cists, These are enclosed box-like
stone ossuaries which have sometimes been confused with the dolmens
because they are similar in shape and because hoth types of struce
ture are connected with the doad.4

After cremation the bones are kept in a smell cist near the
dead persoas house, This is usually called mawiomroh (kynrohs'wall')
or mewshieng (shiengs'bone'). According to David Roy some people
prefer to call it mawphew instead of mawkynroh so as not to confuse

le  Lyngdoh, Ka Niam Khasi, p. 253,

2, Godwin-Austen, op, cit,, p. 126,

3o Fﬂror-ﬂaimndorf, 9R. cit., ppe 176-77; Heine-Geldern, op.
git., pp. 16667,

4. Gurdon, M&' Pe 1470
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it with the bigger bone receptacle also known by that name.l Thus
the terminology of the Khasis is as followss

i, The amall cist in which the bonea of an individual

are depositeds mawshieng, mawkynroh, mawphew,

ii. The ossuary in which the bones of a family are deposi-
teds mawiynroh,

iii, The clan ossuary: mawniam, mawbeh,

A% the next stage the bones are collected from all the indie
vidual cists to be agsembled in the much larger stone cist called
mawiynroh, In the case of a small clan the mawkynroh may be used
to hold the bones of the whole clan, But in general the mawniam or

'ceremonial stone' is the final resting place of the Wones of all
the clanalnen.2

When a day has Ween agmeed on by all the senior members of
the clan the bones are taken out of the various ossuaries and are
transferred to the great stone cist or mawbsh, These ceremonies are
still performed, and each stage of the three is accompanied by ree-
ligious performances and da.nces.B It is possible to dispense with
the earlier stages, and the bones of a dead person may be taken direct-
ly to be buried in the mawbah or grand ossuary, provided that all
the ceremonies accompanying the different stages are performed
simulta.neously.4

Khasi ceremonies involve great expenditure, and this is pare
ticularly true of the funeral rites, but their strict observance is

1. Roy, Anthropos, lviii, p. 552. Gurdon uses the term mawphew
for the larger stone ossuary which Roy calls mawkynroh, Gurdon calls
the first repository mawshieng, which in fact means 'bone-cist' or
receptacle and may be used as a general term for all three types
(Khagis, p. 141), Roy wrongly refers to the small cist as a Ycairn'y
probably this is simply due to inadequate knowledge of Inglish, but
the cist may be surrounded by stones or occasionally covered with
stones to form a small cairn (plate VIII), though this is by no means
usual.

2. Roy, ODe g_i_t_o, P. 552,

3. Gurdon, Khasis, pe 141; see below, pp. 250,£f,

4. Roy, ODe g_i_._t., Pe 552,



believed to be essential for the peace and happiness of both the dead
and the living. The Khasis believed, and still believe, that if the
dead are neglected through the noneperformance of the necessary
sacrifices they will never go te the abode of the dead with God, but
their spirits in the form of demons will roam about restlessly and
lorment their living relations, first by making them sick and poom, and
fimally by causing their death, On the other hand, if the living en=-
Joy wealth and prosperity their welfare is attributed to the Ylessings
conferred upon them by their dead relations who are well pleased

with them,

In setting up the megaliths all clan members were abliged to
render voluntary help. They received no pay, but were given food and
liquor in the evenings. Skilled workers were, however, employed to
cut and shape the stones, and were paid for their services. All the
workers were entertained by musicians, and the continual beating of
anall drums while the work was in progress.:

Qthe: Me [+ (43

The memorials which we have described are nof the only mega-
lithic structures of the Khasis. They were proficient in quarrying
the local stone, which was split from the rock by fire and man=
oeuvred by large gangs of tribesmen, sometimes consisting of as many
a8 five hundred at a 1;:|.mo.2 With these large slabs and blocks they
constructed stone circles, cremation platforms, bridges, paved
paths, steps and cairms.

The stone circle does not play as large a part in Khasi
megalithic culture as in some other cmltures of this type, btut
the kpep, & circle of stones, was an important element in Khasi
funeral ritual.’ Such circles were often made of rough unhewn stones

1. GodwineAusten, JAI, i, pp. 127-28,

2 Walters, As. Res., xvii, p. 504.
Je See below, pP.2a59,
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of fairly small size, but they might be large and artificially
shaped (plate II),

The platforms on which the dead were cremated are net referred
to in detail by David Roy,’ and apparently in his day they were not
significant. Curdon, whose evidence is earlier, refers to the dead
being cremated on stone platforms.” GodwineAusten, writing nearly
a hundred years ago, speaks of the body bdeing cremated on a platform
erected during the time of mournings this structure was an expensive
one, made of stone, and the body was preserved in honey ungil it
was oonploh.) This practice can only have been followed by the
richer Khasis, since not only the cost of the platform tut also that

of the honey for preserving the corpse would have been prohibitive
to all but the weal thy.

Cremation pladforms built of brick or stone are nowhere to
be seen nowadays except in the neighbourhood of Cherrapunji, The re-
mains of several such platforms are still to be found there (plate
IX a). They are quadrangular structures from four to six feet high,
often on stepped plinths, They do not give an impression of great
age and they appear to be the work of more highly skilled crafts-
men than those who shaped most of the megaliths, They may well have
been constructed as late as the last century, after the opening up
of the hills., The ceremonies which accompanied cremations on such
Platforms were performed with great pomp and splendour and cost
large sums of moneyj hence only the gyiemg and very rich people
could afford them, Just before the great earthquake of 1897 a
rich tusinessman of Cherrapunji, named U Soxrki Diengdoh, who did not
even belong to the gyiem clan, was cremated on a well made platform
with little pillars and turrets. His brother, U Sorkha, was also

1.  Anthropos, lviii, p. 522,
24 Guxdon, Pe 132,
3 JAL, 1, pe 133
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cremated in the same way on the same platform. This beautiful
platform wWas destroyed by the earthquake,

Stone platforms were still in use for cremation in Gurdon's
time, and one of these is illustrated in his 'book,l but they were
Presumably used for the burning of many corpses. GodwineAusten dee
scribes platforms with sides of rough stone near Chempunji,z and
these may well be the cremation Platforms which he refers to ¢clsee
where, Nowadays cremations take Place on wooden platforms which
are burnt with the corpse, 3a.md. the same practice was no doubt fole
lowed at all times by the poorer people,

It was ,and still is, the custom for a collection to be made
to defray the cost of cremation. This was done irrespective of sex,
¢lan or income, and even on the death of a Syiem his subjects were
asked to contribute to the cost of the funeral,

In earlier times the Khasis constructed impressive stone
bridges ( plate X). One , made by the Jaintia Syiems, at Maput,
near Jarain, has six spans and measures 96 feet from end to end.
Its piers are constructed of well finished rectangular llla.ba.4 An~-
other, of uncertain origin, crosses the Um~Kyakaneh river between
Jarain and Syndai. This is even finer than the Maput bridge, and its
plers are carved with rosettes and a conventional lion, the signi=
Ticance of which is not clear, but which recalls similar leonine
figures carved on monoliths at Kasomari and Kohima,’far outside
our area. The decorations are possibly due to Hindu influence.
Another bridge of this type, of twenty spans, is to be found near
Kamalpur,  but it is not in the Khasi country and was probably erece
ted by plainsmen,It is not certain whether these bridges are truly

1. mon’ m, OPPe Do 1540

2, See Hutton, JASB, N.S.,, xxii, pp. 337-38.
5. See bQ].O" Pe RAZ o

40 mtton’ OPe. &1_'!0' Pe 3400

5. m, _SOQ Pe 3‘40'

6.  Hannay, JASB, xx, 1951, Pp.291-94.
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megalithic, in the anthropological sense, since we have no evidence
that they were erected as memorials.

Stone paths, made by the Jaintia gyiems and others, are also
attested { plate IX b ).:L Such paths and stairs are to be found wide=
ly in Assam, and may be seen even in the heart of K@marfipa, on the
route to the famous K&mAkh)a Temple near Gauhati, which is said by
unreliable tradition to have been founded by the Kba.aic.z

Perhaps the most ancient Khasi stone structures are the caimms,
found chiefly on the northern side of the plateau, in specially large
nunbers in the vicinity of Mairang and Mongstoin. These were not
noticed by Gurdon, but GodwineAusten, writing before 1876, made men=-
tion of them, He believed that they were very ancient, since the lo=
cal inhabitants could give no account of their origin or purpose., He
found no cairns in other parts of the Assam hills until North Manie
pur, where near the head of the Imphal River were ' four fine cairns,
all faced with large boulders', of the same type. He was told by the
local Nagas that these had been made by another tribe which had gone
north long bef.‘oro.3 But in fact a largish cairn, much overgrown by
weed and giving an impression of considerable antiquity, is still
to be seen beside the road near Shampung market in the Jaintia Hills
(plate VII) The cairn still plays a part in Khasi funeral ritual,
since the small stone cists in which the bones are interred after
cremation are often covered with stones to make a cairnj but this
is by no means regular, and the cairn is quite small in size,

In his description of the cairns in the Khasi Hills Godwine
Aust €. takes it for granted that they were erected by the Khasis
themselves, but this is not absolutely necessary. It is quite pos-
sible that they found the cairns already there when they arrived at

e Hntton, Ope Oit’ Pe 3390

2. For a comparative study of stone paths see Kauffmann, Geographia
Helveti viii, pp. 189=93%; Colani, 'Emploi de la pierre ¢n les temps
reculés', letin des amis du vieux Hué, xxviis Loofs, Asian Studies,
Manila, iii, ppe 396=97. Colani finds striking resemblances between
the stone paths of Assam and those of South-east Asia,

’o _Jgg Vs Po 39.
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their present habitat, and only archaeological investigations may
throw further light on the question. But the link with Manipur
strongly suggests that they were erected by people coming from the
east, and other evidence also indicates that the Khasis entered the
region from this direction, 3 We may therefore assume that the cairns
are the work of early Khasis, though without further evidence this
remains a hypothesis.

An important megalithic complex of certain Khasi origin is
to be found near Jaintiamr,z but this may well have been erected
during the time of the Jaintia kingdom, when many hill Khasis and
Syntengs must have migrated to the region. Megalithic structures
of Khasi type were seen by Godwin-Austen in the North Kachar hills,
on the road from Nanglo to Nangun, in an area which had formerly
been occupied by Kacharis and at the time of writing (1872) was ine
habited by Nagas. These structures consisted of large slabs,
nearly level with the groundj one of these, covering "some sort of
receptacle' measured ten feet by six, Near these slabs was a plate
form with sides of rough stone, resembling those seen by Godwine
Austen in the vicinity of Cherrapunji. These stones bore no resem=
blance to the megaliths of the Nagas or any other nearby peoples,
and GodwineAusten reasonably suggested that they were the remains of
an early settlement of the Khasis, occupied before they moved to their
present habita.t.’ It is evident that before any precise inferences
can be made on their basis careful examination and excavation are
necessary. Meanwhile the evidence of the cairns of north Manipur and
the megaliths of north Kachar suggests that at some earlier time
the Khasis were living to the east of their present homeland,
and indicates the possible route of their migration.

The Khasi megaliths cannot be dated on the basis of the evi-
dence at present availablee GodwineAusten inferwed from the fact

1. See ab"’ Pe 30 &

2, Op't Land, Journal of the Asiatic Society of Pakistan, v,
PP. 191-2010

5. !g’ 1' ppo 128.290
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that the history of most of them 'is quite lost' that they are very
ancient, but this is hardly a sound argument fromthe historisn's
point of view, Chronological evidence might be obtained by the radio=
carbon process, but to the best of our knowledge this method has not
yet been employed on any material from the Khasi and Jaintia Hills. In
any case, as even a cursory inspection will show, few of the stones
bear signs of serious weathering, despdte torrential rain and winter
frost; this and other evidence leads us to feel that most of the Khasi
megaliths are not very ancient,

Megalith Other Megalithic

Megalithic structures are to be found in many parts of the
world, and megalithic culfures, one of which is that of the Khasis,
have survived until recent times in the Pacific islands and in oute
lying parts of Asia. We might indeed suggest that the greater part
of the world still betrays the vestiges of a megalithic culture in
the form of the Christian and Muslim tombstone, which, like the
Khasi megalith, is normally a large flat slab and is connected with
the cult of the dead.

The widespread occurrence of megaliths, whether recent or
prehistoric, has led to numercus theories as to their origin. It
is impossible to consider many of these in a study of this charace
ter, and we can only briefly survey some of the most important.
Most of the theories of megalithic culture are diffusionist in cha=-
racter, However, there is no special reason why megaliths should
not have appeared independently in more than one centre., In this
connection we may quote the pertinent words of Max M#ller, who
long ago wrotes

‘Children all over the world, if building houses with
cards, will build cromlechs; and people all over the world,

if the neighbourhood supplies large slabs of stone, will put
three stones together to keep out the sun or the wind, and
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put a fourth stone on top to keep cut the rain.'l

We cannot thereiwre accept any diffusionist hypothesis as a
finalty, since in no case déd we have a positive historical record of
one people adopting a megalithic culture from another one. Never-
theless, megalithic monuments are so widely dispersed all over
the world that it is egually unlikely that every people devised
them independently. In prehistoric times there must have been much
diffusion of megalithic practices, whether from one centre cr from
many centres, ;

It is possible that numerous faatures of later more civilized
cultures all over the world were derived from neolithic megalith
builders. Megalithic cultures can be traced from Britain to France,
the Mediterranean coast, Palestine, Arabia, the Caucasus, Persia,
the Morthewest part of the Indian sub-continent (where the non-
Muslim Kafirs until recently had a megalithie eulture), Gentral and
gouthern India, Assam, mainland Bouthe-east Asia, Indonesia, the
Philippine Islands, and right acrossthe Pacific o Baster Island.’
Large stone figures of megalithic type may even be found in the re-
mains of the civilizations of pre-Columbian America., The megalithic
structures of Britain were erected three millennia ago, and mega~-
lithic elements have been traced in the culture of Jericho of the
7th millennium B.C.’, but there is no very definite evidence of
a steady eastward drift of megalithic culture. Heine-Geldern has
found survivals of megalithic culture in the Greek m4 where
dead heroes were buried as in the Angami Naga tehuba or sacred en=
closure, and he looks on the Greek theatre asderived from the stone
circles of the megalith buildnrs.s He has even suggested that the

lo ‘-\O“d w Walhou“, l&. 711, Pe 26.

2.  Heine-Geldern, Anthropos, xxiii, p. 302,

B Schuster, Paideuma, vii, pp.133=4l. For further general dis=
cussion gf the spread of megalithic cultures see Varagnac, L'Homme
Bmt 1'30& m’ Pp. 392'98.

4.  Op. eit., pp. 306-07.

Do Ibid., Pp.310-1l.



Egyptian pyramids may be in some way oonnootoa,l and it is in any
case evident that megalithic cultures existed in the Middle East
many centuries before the first pyramids were built, This, however,
is no preof of the theory propounded by Perry and Elliot Smith that
megalithic culture mpread from Egypt throughout the world as part

of a prehistoric cult of the sun, since there is no definite evidence
that the megaliths were ever widely connected with mn-worshimz

Widespread, however, is the connection of megaliths with
sacrifice. It is possible that the megalith has some relationship with
the wooden sacrificial post, still used by some of the hill peoples
of India for fastening animal victimus The existence of such posts
in India over a thousand years before Christ is proved by the 3g Veda,
where much symbolism surrounds the sacrifiecial m.4 This was nor-
mally of wood, but stone yfipas are attested both in Ihdia and in
Hinduiged Bomo.6 Wooden memorials of a type similar to megaliths
are erected by the Ao Nagas, upright ones representing males and
forked ones females, The Angami Magas, among whom great 'feasts of
merit! are given by wealthy tribesmen for the sake of prestige and
prosperity, erect wooden memorials of such feasts of the sixth
grade, reserving more permanent megalithic memorials for feasts of
the seventh and highest grade. Similar wooden posts are erected by
the Kuki«Chin of Burma and the Sadang Toraja of Sulawesi (Celebes,
Indonesia).! The latter use both stone and wooden posts for their
ucriﬁotn-.e Evidence such as this suggests that in some prehistoriec
megalithic cultures stonme was replaced by woods this hypothesis

i,  Ibid, p. 302,

2,  Ibid., Pe 314.

5.  Ibid,y p. 3143 Hutton, JRAIL, lvi, pp. T1-82,
4. Macdonsll and Keith, Vedic Index, s.vV.

5.  Sirecar, W PPe 92+93.
6 Ibid., Pme Te

7: H‘Md‘m' Op. .ﬁo’ Pe 282,
8.,  Ibid., ps 283,
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would account for the sbsence of megaliths in many parts of Asis.’
Thus no megaliths are to 2e found in the plain of the Ganga, though
they occur to the east and south of ity this may be explained by
suggesting that the prehistoric inhabitants of the area, where stone
can only be obtained from eonsiderable distances, erected memorials
which have long since perisned.

The upright stone or menhir is the simplest and most persis-
tent form of megalithie structure., Less widespread is the fdissolith',
a bewn ooined by Perry for a flat dolmen with & memhir behind it,2
the type of the Khasi mawlynti ('stone of the way'). Such structures
are generally erected as Bhost seats', where men may sit and associ-
ate with the spirits of their ancestors, obtaining help and advice
from those who have lived before th..’ They serve as soats for
both the dead and the living, and they may be repositories for the
bones of the dead, or actual graves. Elsewhere in India they are ate

l.  This suggestion was probably first made by Heine-Geldern (op.

tey Po 282), Apparently the idea arose from a statement of Hutton

1ii, 1922, p. 55) that the Lhota Nagas erect either a menhir

or a wooden post , according to whether a suitable stone is available
or not. Later Heine-Geldern develcped this view, pointing to anthro=
pomorphic and other menhirs in South Nias which appeared to be stone
reproductions of wooden prototypes ( in ed. Loeb, Sumatra, p. 310).
This idea of the interchangeability of wood and stone in megalithic
cultures was much developed by Rbder (Bfahl W,m
in a later study ('Das Megalithproblem ', p., 180 ldern even
suggests that this is a feature of all megelithic cultures. This
view is also supported by Schuster (Paideuma, vii, 1960, pp.l )s
who brings to bear Australian evidence collected by Odermann -
deuma, vii, pp. 99-114), which suggests that megalithic elements
eccur even in the hunting stage of human culture, and that the use
of wood for memorials of this kind preceded that of stone. ( I am
grateful to Dr ILH.E, Loofs for these references. )

De Dalton, JASB, xlii, -)% 117; Heine-Geldern, Anthropos, xxiii,
Pe 2903 Ruben, Elsenschmiede, p. 156.
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tested among the Kols and lMundas, and among the Negas.® They are
also found in South-east Asia and Indonesia. Here, however, they are
not generally tombs,> but memorials erected in honour of both the
Rkiving and the dead, though it seems that in nearly every case

they are in some way connected with the cult of the dead.

In fact most megalithic customs are in some way related to the
dead, The stones quarried and erected with such effort link the
dead and the living, though different peoples lay varying emphasis
on the mysterious power of megaliths to attract and absord the
spiritual virtue of men, Thus the Khasi megalithic ritual, like
that of certain other megalithic peoples, lays emphasis on the de-
parted, though it is also believed to benefit the living, The Nagasy
on the other hand,look on megaliths 'as seats and magnets for spi-
rits and their fertility-promoting virtue', but they also con-
sider their erection to be a means of gaining personal social
moz'i.t.3 Most of the Maga menhirs ni'o set up at 'feasts of merit'
to increase the prosperity and prestige of the patron or donor of
the f'out.‘ The mighty stone is an emblem of strength and contains
the special magical force or mana appropriate to the warrior, Thus
the Lushais erect platforms as memorials , with a central upright
stone carved with the figure of the deadj and childless persons
may erect such memorials for themselves in their own lifetime., In
the case of ordinary chiefs they are of wood, but for warriors they
are of ltono.5 As the stone endures through the centuries so will
the soul of the dead endure in the afterlife; as the stone remains
upright and can scarcely be cut or pierced, so will the warrior re-
main upright in battle. Such concepts, linking the individual, liv-
ing or dead, with the megalith, must lie at the back of megalithie
practices, whether connected with the head or the living, And the

1, Hodson, Naga Tribes, p. 40.

2o Mitra, Prehistoric India, p. 344j Ruben, op, cit., p. 156
3 l‘ﬁr.l*-ﬁaimendorf, M’L.tt.r. ’ 11, Pe 17 "

4. Ibid., p. 174.

Be Heine~Geldern » OP. .9.1_-_!.’ P. 287.



phallic suggestiveness of the megalith, as well as its association
with the dead , comnects it with the fertility of the crops, herds
and tribesmen,

Zven among the Nagas, whose megaliths do not seem very close=-
ly connected with the cult of the deadp thought of the afterlife is
not completely absent. The ceremonjal feasts of the Angamis are of
seven grades, according to their cost, size and duration. Feasts of
the sixth grade are commemorated only by wooden monuments, while
monoliths are erected as memorials to those of the sovnnth.l Heine~
Geldern points out that according to the Angamis a man dies seven
times,each time falling %o a deeper underworld,> and he apparently
thinks that these feasts are linked with this belief, Possibly one
purpose of the feasts of merit, even if implicit only, is to help
the soul of the donor in his successive afterlives., The stone me=
morial would be particularly appropriate to the seventh grade, if
this is connected with the seventh death, for thus the soul, like
the stone, would long endure in the underworld, and postpone fi-
nal annihilation indcﬁnitoly.‘ The idea of the stone monument hele
ping the soul in the other world is probably also implicit in the
stone benches and seats set up be the Angami Nagas and named after
individual tribesmen, whether living or dead. This function is ap=-
- parently explicit among the Empeo Nagas and the Kabuis of Manipur,
who also erect stone seats, The Tangkhul Nagas commemorate their
dead by raising a mound with a slab on top, surrounded by stone
seats. The slab is in fact a resting place for the soul when it re-
turns to visit the land of the living,” and the stone seats are pre=
sumably occupied by the kinsmen of the dead man when they commune
with him,

1. Hutton, JRAI, iii, p. 184.
2. Anthropos,xxiii, p. 281,

50 Mo' Pe 2860
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On the island of Nias we find striking parallels with Angami
megelithic customs, and less striking ones with the customs of the
Khasis, The inhabitants of this small Indonesian island have a
higher culture than the Nagas and their megalithic structures are
better finished. They have similar graded festivals at which they
erect memorial stones, upright and flat for males and females respec=
tively, and they employ megaliths for other structures, such as
walls and ntom.l They set us stone seats, some of them carved and
some of them simple, in front of their houses., These serve both as
thrones for the village chiefs and as seats for the gouls of the
dead.? In front of the houses of the chiefs of the Konyak Nagas are
found similar stone seats, in the form of benches without backs, but
with a menhir on either -1.(10.3 Sometimes such Konyak seats are carved
with the prints of a man's fut,4 a custom which reminds us of one
of the most important Buddhist symbols, also found in Hinduism and
widespread throughout India and Ceylon, The same carving may be found
on some of the stone seats of Nias., In noxthern Nias such footprints
are believed to be connected with childless wives, but there is no
logical link in this connoot:lon.5 Heine-Geldexrn reasonably suggests
that they were origipally thought of as footholds for the soles of
the feet of the dead. It is %o be noted that in general Southeeast
Asien megalithic peoples do not burn their dead. This differentiates
them from the Khasis and Mundas of India and the Chins of Burma,
whose megaliths arc all connected with ca:rclm'd.on.6

Stone circles appear to be a feature of many megalithic cul=-
tures. Among Hmpeo apd Sema Nagas they serve as memorials for rich

1. Heine-Geldern, OP. Mo, Pe 288.

c Smr. M 1. PPe 81-83%, 100—01, 275’ Heine-Geldexrn, OpPe. _21_-_‘!*0
Pe 288,

S Hutton, JM’ 1'1, p.)z4’ cef. Q,M.Q‘ Pl. 111. fig. i.

4. Mills M, 1vi, p. "

De Boino-’-Geldcm, ODe m., P 2893 Ruben, gsﬂsohniede, Pe 157.

6. Heine-Geldern, OP. _guo » PPe 513"140
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tribonen.l The Maxrring villages have as their sacred enclosures

circles of stone with a stone in the mi.tldJ.c.2 Elsewhere we have ree-
cord of a Naga circle of 32 large stohes in conjunction with a row
of fourteen menhirs, within which ritual dances are held at an annual
feast in commemoration of the dead.’ Circles of stome benches,
used for Naga tribal meetings and suggesting the classical Greek the=
atre, are likewise comected with the oult of the dead.? Such cire
cles, however, are not to be found in the Khasi Hills, where the
larger megaliths are invariably erected in rows; but circular enclo=-
sures, usually made of comparatively mmall stones, play & signific-
end part in the Khasi ritual,’ The stone step pyramids, in which
the Angami Nagas inter the remains of their M,‘ though they pro-
vide a link with the Pacific islands gnd can be compared with those
'of ancient Egypt, can scarcely be parallelled in the Khasi Hills or
elsewhere in India, The nearest we can find to them is the pyramid-
al structure in the ruins of the palace complex at Jaintiapur, which
is topped by an altar onse protected by a thatched shrinercom.! But
this suggests the Babylonian giggurat, the pyramidal temple of Java,
and the Mexican teocalli, rather than the sepulchral pyramid of
Naga type.

The megalithic culture of the Nagas indeed bears closer re-
squblance in many respects to that of Polynesia than it does to
that of the Kha.sin,e for stone seats and s¥one pyramidal structures
are to be found on many Polynesian islands. Here we find stone
sacred enclosures used for both ritual and the dispensation of jus-

1, mtton, m 1111’ Pe 155' 1‘1' Pe 76.

2. Hodson, PPe 112. 136-390

2; ibid. iﬁ”o o 93 Shekespear, Upper Assam, pp. 88-90; Hut-
Ny ' Pe B2,

4o %ﬂ-doidm, Anthropos, xxiii, pp. 291-94.

Se ‘See abovey, pe. 46 .

6,  Hutton, JRAIL, 1lvi, pp. 74-715,

T.  Hutton, JASB, xxil, pp. 343-i4.

8. Heine-Geldern, ODe &o. PPe 294=95.
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tice.These contain stone seats, belonging by hereditary right

to noble families. Here again there are comnections with the dead
and the cult of the departed, and the bodies of chiefs are buried
in the enclosures. Even the names of such enclosures are similar,
The Angamis call the stone circles dahu and the sepulchral pyrae
mid tehuba ; corresponding Polynesian words with the same meanings
ave shu and tohus.'Other survivals mey be traced in the Fhilippine
Islands and in Java, where the great terraced temples may be in-
terpreted as derivatives of a megalithic culture raising pyramids
of this type.> The Polynesian structures in general seem to repre-
sent a later more developed phase of megalithic culture than do
those of the tribes of Assam, with the culture of Nias forming an
intermediate stage.’ This evidence would suggest that in neoldthic
times an important eentre of the diffusion 3f megalithic culture
was to be found in Assam or Burma.

Another feature of megalithic culture which is not clearly
to be found among the Khasis is the connection of the menhir with
animal sacrifices. As we have seen, Heine-Geldern finds some re=-
semblances between the menhir and the ritual post used in such
sacrifices. But we have no definite evidence that the Khasis ever
used their menhirs to tether sacrificial animals, In the Khasis'
sacrificial ritual the animal is first let loose and then beaten
to duth." This custom suggests & ritualized hunt, a ceremony
originslly devised by a people in the stage of hunting and food=
gathering, in order to ensure success in the chase, But there are
vague suggestions of the sacrificial post in the custom of tying
part cf the victim's head to a post erected behind the menhir at

l. Heine-Geldern, Anthropos, xxiii, pp.296-98.
'20 Mo. Pe 301.

3.  Ibid., PP. 298=300.

4. Sce below, PP. 1 =5R o



the ritual feast after the megalithic ocmoniu.l'navid Roy men-
only the tying of the jaw and horms to the menkir, His account,
however, refers to the latest phase of Khasi megalithic culture,
shortly before it was given up towards the end of the lact ¢en=
tury. It is noteworthy thet in the account of Walters, one of the
earliest records of Khasi custom, written before 1832, we are told
that the whole head was tied to the monh1r.2 This would suggest
the gradual transition of the upright megalith from being an es-
sential element of the sacrifice to a feature of the ritual only
indirectly connected with it, but we cannot be definite on this
point. The Khasi method of despatching the victim suggests an
early stage of cultural evolution, before the development of the
usual ritual of the blood sacrifice, when the wictim is tied to a
post and killed by cutting the throat. 1t may well go back to
prehistoric times before agriculture and the use of metal, for it
is hardly likely that the Khasis would give up a more advanced
practice for a more primitive one.

The many theories as to the origin of megalithic cultures
are none ofthem conclusive, The resemblance between megaliths
from places as far apart as Easter Island and Britain is so close
that it can hardly be explained as at least partly the result of
diffusion. The custom of raising megaliths has been attested among
peoples of many different racial types, and it is so widespread
that it must normally have been passed from one people to another,
rather than have been carried by a single people or group of
peoples,

The evidence on our previous pages shows that nearly all mega=

1, BOY « ; Ividi, pp. 537, 547-48, 550.
<. z' ’ s Do 504,



liths are in some way connected with the cult of the dead. The
megulith perpetuates the greatness of the dead man whom it comme=
moratess at the same time it helps him in the afterlife and ale-

lows the surviving members of his family to participate in his great-
ness and strength, The stane circle, where it occurs, is believed

to bring the living into intimate contact with the ancestors.’

I n South-east Asia megaliths are commonly connected with
the cult of dead ancestors, and among the rituals centring round
them the sacrifice of cattle or buffalos is very widespread, with
the frequent use of forked sacrificial posts, Heine-Geldern, in
noting these common features, has suggested that megalithic cule
ture spread at the same time as cgttle-breeding in the area. The
sacrifice of cattle was thought not only to promote the happiness
of the dead man in the afterlife, but also to help the fertility
of the herds and arops.> Chronologival evidence as to the anti~
quity of the cult is very vague. We can gather from the context of
iron that many south Indian megaliths are later than those of Pre-
historic Burope,’ but in South-east Asia, where several peoples
have continued to erect megaliths down to very recen$ times, de-
finite evidence of the antiquity of the practice is lacking, We
may tentatively accept HeineeGeldern's suggestion that the erece
tion of megaliths was part of a great primitive religious movement,
which was sometimes undoubtedly carried by migrants, but was of=
ten passed from one tribe to another, His suggestion that mega=
lithic culture was backed by 'a sort of prehistoric missionary ace
tivity'? 1s perhaps a 1ittle too imaginative, It is not easy to
visualize an inter-tribal priestly society in neolithic times,
sending out its intrepid members to teach the mysteries of a new

1, Heine-Geldern, Anthropos, lviii, p. 314.
2,  Ibid., pp..284,314,

B Ibido’ Pe 3150

4. Igdo’ Pe 315,



6%

cult to tribes which had not yet accepted it. Rather we suggest
that the sult spread largely by a process of imitation, If members
of a semienomadic tribe came upon & people who raised imposing

megaliths believed to possess megical power, they might well decide
to copy them,

Some differences may be traced between the megalitha of Assan,
dhota Nagpur and South-east Asia pu the one hand and those of south
India on the other. The latter are linked by certain features, notab-
ly the'soul-hole" in the dolmen, with those of the Near East, and
it is possible that the emstern and southern Indian megalithic cule
tures had separste origins, entering India at different times from
different directions. The megalithic cultures of Assam and the Munda
speaking peoples seem to have been brought from Southe-east Asia,
with which region they show close Il.i.nku1 this may also be the
centre from which Polynesian megalithic culture originated. Heine-
Geldern points out that in Assam both circular and quadrangular
stone encloswures are attested, while Chota Nagpur has only edmci-
lar and the Polynesian islands only square onn.~2 This evidence
suggests that both Chota Nagpur and Folynesia derived their mega=
lithic cultures from different waves of influence emanating from
Assam, though it is open to other interpretations,

On the basis of this and other evidence Heine-Geldern at-
tributes the introduction of megaliths into eastern India to the
Austroasiatic slement of the Munda people., He believes that these
mist have entered India in waves sometime before the Aryans oce-
cupied the valley of the Ganga, perhaps between 2500 and 1200
B.Cey coming up against a Pre=Aryan copper-using oulture which
diverted them to their present habitat in the hills south of the
Ganga plain, This migration, it is suggested, was also associa-

1, Heine=-Geldern, Anthropos, lviii, p. 313.
2. Ibi&' Pe 3050



ted with the diffusion of the neolithic shouldered adge.t

This hypothesis involves other evidence, which is considered
else'hero.z It is partly based on the fact that some archaeolo-
gists claim to have found evidence of at least two neolithic cule
tures in the South-east Asian region and eastern India, One of
these, the 'Quadrangular Adze Culture' is believed o have en-
tered from the ncrth between 2500 and 1500 B.C.’ Like most race
movements it ceme in waves, It was associated with people speaking
early forms of Malayo-Polynesian languages, These pushed through
to Indonesia and beyond, taking with them the cult of megaliths, In
their progress they met and mixed with people of another culture
of mainland South-east Asia, known as the 'Shouldered Adze Cule
ture' and believed to be associated with people speaking languages
of a Mon-Khmer tnn These people may have learnt the wse of mega=
liths from the people of the 'Quadrangular Adze Culture'. Possibe
ly some of them migrated to India, taking their megalithic culture
with them, and became one of the ancestors of the Munda-speaking
tribes of more recent times. This hypothesis presupposes a rela=-
tiomship between the Mon-Khmer and Munda languages, which at best
is not very close, though it is nowadays generally admitted., If
accepted it implies that when the ancestors of the Khasis came to
Assam they were already erecting megaliths, and that other mega=
lithic peoples were already established in the area.

It must be recognimed that the theory outlined above has
encountered criticism, especially from Professor A.H.Dani, who
maintains that HeineeGeldern's theory of two distinet cultures
associated with the 'guadrangular adze" and the 'shouldered

1,  HeineeGeldern, Anthropos, lviii, p.313s Ibid., xxvii, p.5993
FPegtschrift Schmidt, ppe8l5-1T: €.2.Ruben, Eigengchmiede. o ., DPe 157.
2. See th', pP. 68 -69

e HeineeGeldern, Anthropos, xxiii, chs. 26,

4. Quaritch Wales, Prehistory and Religion, pp. 21-23; 6.2,
Mirer-Haimendorf, JASE Letters, 1:, Pe 177,



adze' respectively is not justified by the evidence, His lengthy
analyeis of neolithic implements from Southeeast Asia’ shows in
his opinion that 'the archaeological evidence is clear on the
point that these . . . types of toels belong to cne and the ssme
cultural g:roupinc".t Moreover the contexts of some of the tools
discovered in various archaeological sites indicates that both
types of tool were in use at very late periods, both in India’
and in South=-east M&4 He even believes that 'the neolithic as-
sociation of the megalithic culture of hoth regions remains to

be provod".’ In fact Dani rejects the whole of Heine-Geldern's
grandiose theory, though he offers little or nothing in its place.
Much of his oriticism seems very cogenty and we agree tha$ the ear-
ly dating proposed by Heine-Geldern has little to support 1t.6 The
association of neolithic cultures with megaliths, and the presence
of at least two neolithic cultures in the region, however, must
at least remain as valid possibilities.

Even if we accept Heine-Geldermstheories fully, however, they
tell us little about the early history of the Khasis, Even if,
three or four thousand years ago, waves of early Mon-Khmer speake
ers Passed through the region of Assam , bearing megalithic cule
ture with them, it is not certain that the Khasis are the remnants
of one such wave, left behind when their fellows moved on into the
Ganga valley. Such a theory has the advantage of simplicity, but
it must be checked against other evidence, The megaliths of Khasi
type found in north Kachar, however, give some strength to the
view that the Khasis were rearing such monuments before their are
rival in thedr present homej but on the evidence of megaliths
alone we camnot be sure that they did not arrive at a later date,

i M Mﬁu% ch. vi.
2. g’ pQ 1010
3, nug.. Pe 102,
4e Ibidog Poalo

Se Xbid., pe 102,
6. See above, p. 34 .
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after the first hypothetical waves had pacsed. Linguistic evidence
indicates that they knew the use of iron when they arrived in the
Khasi Hillg,

Moreover the theexy of the Mon-Khmer migration does not give
very pre@ise evidence of the original home of the Khasis, It must,
however, have been somewhere in the vicinity of Southeeast Asia,
and it is not intrinsically impossible that it was somewhere in
Assam iteelf, Thus the megaliths of north Kachar nmight be ascribed
%o a period when Mon-Khmer speakers covered a much wider area of
the hills of south Assam than they do at present, when their range
has been limited by the arrival of new elements, mostly speaking
Tibeto=-Burman langusges. The historical evidence cffered by the
megaliths is, in fact, inconclusive, and will probably remain so
until they are studied much more intensively, with all the teche
niqués of modern archaeology.

1. See below, pp. 74 =75



Chapter IV

THE EVIDENCE O P LANGUAGE
R R 5 S T 2 A R S 5 S T S

Jhe Lenguage of the Khasi-Syntengs -

Linguistically speaking, the Khasis stand out as an island
amidst a sea of alien peoples whose languages belong chiefly to the
Tibeto=Burman or Indo=-Aryan grou:ps.1 On the other hand, the language
spoken by the people inhabiting the United Khasi and Jaintia Hills
belongs to the Mon-Khmer group, which, according to the generale
ly accepted temminology invented by Father W. Schmidt, 1§ a branch
of the Austro-Asiatic family, which is in turn a branch of the

~world's most widely spoken group of languages, the Austric,?

The area in which the present day Austric languages are
spoken stretches from the Himalayas to Easter Island and from
Madagascar to Hawaii,’ The langusges of the family fall into two
main divisions, the Austro-Asiatic and the Austronesian, The fore
mer division is spoken in and around Southeeast Asia and includes
the Munda languages of India, chief of which are Mundari, Sane
tali, Ho, Kurku, Sabara and Gadabaj; and the Mon-Khmer group, which,
as well as the two languages which glve it ite wame, the Mon of south
Burma and south Thailand and the Khmer of Cambodia, includes Khasi,
Nicobarese, Palaung and Wa, spoken in Burma, and Sakai and Semang,
tibal languages of Malaya, as well as several lesser languages
spoken by comparatively insignificant tribal peoples,?

1. Grierson, Linguigtic Survey of India, vol. ii, p. 1.
2, Gait, History of Assam, 3rd edsy pe 5. :
S Hall, History of South-Eagt Asia, p. 9.

4. For full lists of languiges of all these groups see Salzner,
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SeK.Chatterji believes that the original home of the Austriec
speech was India, from which it spread in prehistoric times.® The
numerous familiee of the Austric group, however, are very different
one from the other, and are so widely dispersed that superficially
they show little in common, The study of the languages as a whole
cannot therefore help us much in our investigations, since the
various families must have broken apwrt in very remote fimes, and the
speakers of different families have in most cases little or no
ethnic similaxity,

Among the languages of the Mon-Khmer group, Khasi does not
80 closely resemble the Munda languages as do certain others such
as Nicobarese. Indeed the structure of Khasi is very different from
that of the lMunda lmmguages, the former being essentially mono-
syllabic and the latter polysyllabic. The phonetics of the two are
not strikingly s:huj.].ax-.2 The sentence structure is also different:
in Munda the usual order is subject, object and verb, while in Khasi
and Mon it is subject, verb and o'b.jcc:i'..5 The common substratum of
lunda and Khasi consists almost entirely of resemblances of individue
al words, but it seems that these cannot be accounted for by borrowe
ing and must therefore indicate a cormon origin at some remote
period."

The Khasi language appears %0 be in the course of evolution
from a monosyllabic to a polysyllabic inflected stage. The numerous
apparently polysyllabic words are in fact in most cases compounds
of easily recojnizable monosyllabic root words, the only exceptions
being a few syllables which are rarely if ever used excepl as pree
fixes modifying the meaning of other syllables; among these are

1.  KirSte-jena-krti, p. 1.
2. For comparisons see maps in Henderson, Lingua, xv, 1965, pp.400-34.
3+  Grierson, Linguistic Survey of India, ii, pp.l-2,

4. ¢ P_?mwv. Yersuch einer historischen Lautlehre der Kharia-Sprache,
PPe 1y -8,
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the generic prefixes u and ka, the plural prefix ki, and the nominal
prefix jing, Another interesting feature of Khasi is the formation
of secondary words by consonantal infixes, for example shong 'sit',
'awell', shnong 'settlement', 'town', as compared with Jing-shong
'seat','bottom's It is to be noted that Khasi shows no inclination
to develop suffixes.

As we have seen, in spite of striking differences, the mmerw
ous resemblances between the Munda and Mon-Khmer groups of languages
can hardly be accounted for by coincidence, and it is quite possible
that at some remote time in the past the ancestors of the speakers
of these two groups were :rola.tod.]' As they appear at present, however,
the similarities between the two linguistic groups are not parallel-
led by the racial types of their speakers, The Munda speakers are
virtually without exgeption classified as Proto-Australoid, and the
Mon=-Khmer speakers as lMongololid. But we have already seen that the Khasi
type contains certain Proto~Australoid features, The remote relas
tionship of the two groups of languages might be accounted for by
the hypothesis which we have already met in our study of Khasi mega-
liths, that the original ProtowAustraloid peoples of Southeeast Asis
interbred with Mongoloid immigrants from south China, the first
waves of whom, however, spoke a non~Mongoloid language., The newcomers
were successful in imposing their own racial type as the dominant
one of the region, but the aboriginals were able to leave very strong
traces in the languages which grew up out of the fusion of the two

MIoz

/

1.  Pinnow, IndosIranian Jowrnol, iv, 1960, pp. 81=103; and in ed,

Shorto, tic Comparison in South Eagt Asls and the racific,
PPe 140-523 Mas in ed. Meillet, Les Langues du Monde, 2nd ed.,

1956, pp. 609-22,
24 See above, p.29, This theory runs counter to the view of Galt

(History of Assam, 3rd ed., p. 6) that the 'earlier longoloid invgders
genetrated as far as Chote Nagpur and (apparently ) the Rmi:b'o In
fact Mongoloid features are rare in the racial types of Chota Nagpur
and the Punjab, and it appears that Gait's theory was devised merely
to account for the apparent resemblances between Khasi and the Munda
languages. These can be better explained on the hyrothesis that the
similarities are the result of a common inheritance from primitive
Proto-Australoid aboriginals, a theory which would peehaps find sup-
port from some anthrepologistss (C.f. luce,Journsl of Ta Siam Soeiory,
liii, 1965, pp. 123q-52.)



called Garos, call themselves Khasis, and observe certain Khasi
1
customs,

Gurdon believed that of all the Khasi dialects those of the
War, Amwi and Lakdong districts on the southern slopes of the Jaintia
Hills bear more resemblance to the original Mon-Khmer than does
'standard' Khasi, The Jirang dialect spoken on the northern side of
these hills is also closer to the Mon-Khmer languages of South-eagt
Agia than is the standard Khasi of mompwi.z

Glottochronology

A study of the Khasi language according to the technique
of glottochronological analysis,” which has receatly aroused much
controversy among linguists, gives interesting if inconclusive
data. Certain preliminary investigations in this field were made
at London University by Professor BEugénie Henderson and Mr H.L.
Shorto in 1965, The former scholar obtained the following per-
centages of cognate words for languages of the Mon-Khmer group,
including Vietnamese, which shows some affinity to it:4

Mon and Khmexr 365%
Mon and Vietnamese 35%
Khmer and Vietnamese 31%
Mon and Khasi 27%
Khmer and Khasi 27%
Vietnamese and Khasi 27%

The above results are somewhat optimistic, being based quite

1, mn’ m' Pe 192,

2. OIM’ m m, 1856' P. 58.

3o For explanations, analyses and criticisms of this subject see
Swadesh, 'Lexicostatistical dating of prehistoric ethnic contacts®,
EFroc, Amer, Fhilos, Soce, xovi, 1952, pp. 452-63p Hymes, 'Lexico-
statistics so far!, nt Anthropology, 1960, pp. 3=44; Bergiland
and Vogt, 'On the validity of glottochronology', ibid., 1962, pp.
115-53; and bibliographies in the two last mentioned articles.

4. Henderson, 'Khasi and the l-clusters in seventeenth century

Tonkinese', Artibus Asiae, tum, Essays offered Luce,
vol. 1,.; 9 Pe 139. g g . 33&&
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deliberately on the inclusion of words which are not certainly

cognate. Mr Shorto, accepting only cognates of which he was cere
tain, obtained the following results:

Khasi and Mon 15%
Vietnamese and Mon 14%
Khmer and Mon 27%

For comparison we may note that, using the same list, the
percentage of cognates in English and German is T1% and in English
and French 13%, if we exclude words known to have been borrowed
after the two languages had separated, If we accept the postulates
on which glottochronology is based this implies that Khasi must have
separated from its kindred languages long before 0ld English separa=

~ted from the parent tongue which it held in common with Old High
German, The latter event must obviously have taken place well before
As Di 450,

Worked out according to the formulae used ¥y Swadesh and othorc,l
the data of Professor Henderson would suggest that a common language,
the ancestor of Khasi, Mon, Kimer and Vietnamese, was spoken until

“a.bout 2400 B,Cej Khasi developed as a separate language at about that
time, while Vietnsmese broke away some 500 years later, and Mon and
Khmer were not differentiated until about 1500 B.C. The data obtained
by Mr Shorto , however, would reveal a much remoter period for the
evolution of these languages, Vietnamese appearing in about 4500,
Khasi in 4300 and Mon and Khmer breaking apart about 2400 B.C.2

If we accept the hypothesis of the glottochronologists that,

1. See above, p. 70 , n, 3,

2. The data on this and the preceding page were communicated to
us in note form by Professoxr Henderson and Mr Shorto, and are at
present unpublished, Neither scholar, apparently, has much faith

in them, In a subsequent letter, dated 12 July, 1967, Professor
Henderson writes: ', . . Neither Shorto nor myself are at all cone
vinced about the "dating" aspect! . . . . I think ., . . that you
should make clear that this was an informal and rather light=hearted
attempt , and that while it appeared to confirm the view that Mon-Khmer
and Khasi are distantly related, it doee not provide any conclusive
evidence on dating'.
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other things being equal, the deviation of one language from ane
other proceeds at a uniform rate, we may postulate that the Khasi
language originated at some time between 4300 and 2400 B.C, Of the
dates of Mr Shorto and Professor Henderson, the former is based on

& minimal and the latter on a maximal admission of cognates, and the
true date may lie somewhere between these extremes, It is to be
noted, however, that Professor Henderson's data suggest that Khasi

is as close to Vietnamese as it is to its known relatives, Mon and
Khmer, and that the two latter languages are closer to Vietnamese
than they are to Khasi. Linguists are now inclined to relate Victname
ese to the Mon-Khmer group.l We therefore prefer the chronology of Mr
Shorto to that of Professor Henderson, and would be inclined to

place the origin of Khasi nearer to the earlier than to the later
date,

It must be admitted that the basis on which such analyses
are made is very tenuous and uncertain; but the analysis shows
us, if nothing else, that lexically Khasi is not very closely re-
lated even to Mon and Khmer, Its affinity to these is not compar-
able to that between two languages of the Indo=-Aryan group, such
as Bengali and Gujarati for instgnce, bot rather to that between
two languages of different groups of the Indo=-European family, for
instance English and Hindi, Irrespective of glottochronology, this
indicates that Khasi appeared as a separate language in the remote
past, no doubt long before the Christian era. It does not, however,
necessarily imply that the Khasis arrived in their present home

at such an early time, for they may have already been speaking
Khasi for millennia when they came there.

Loan-words

A careful examination of some of the most common Khasi words

1. Haudricourt, 'La place du Vietnamien dens les langues austro-

:;isgttquosiéznzﬂlogg' de la Société de Linguistigue de Paris, xlix,
y» PPe =28,



may be useful in throwing some light on the evolution and the
early culture of these people, about the history of whose language
in fact very little is known, since their ancestors have left us
nothing in writing,

The Khasi language contains numerous Indo-Aryan loanewords,
as well as many words adopted from English in the 19th century, A
few words may have been Borrowed from other tribal languages, moste
ly of the Tibeto-Burman family., It may be taken as probable that
the referends of indigenous words were known to *he Khasis before
they came into close contact with IndoeAryan speakers, while those
regularly referred to by loan-words were perhaps adopted from the
latter., Thie rule is not, however, of universal application, and has
many exceptions. If it were a regular feature of language that loan-
words were only adopted for objects and concepts not previously
known we should be forced to conclude that before the Norman con-
quest the English, though they bred oxen, sheep and swine, were
vegetarians who ate no beef, mutton or pork, Many factors lead to
the borrowing of words from other languages, often to drive per-
fectly good indigenous words into oblivionj and where there is no
written record of the earlier phases of the language such words
are usually lost beyond recovery. |

We must add a further note of caution in pointing out that
our analysis is based almost entirely on the 'standard' Khasi lane-
guage of Shillong and Cherrapunji, and on dictionary Bengali and
Assamese, To achieve greater precision a thorough linguistic sure
vey of all Khasi dialects, especially those of the remoter villages,
would be necessary, and such a survey is yet to be carried out.

Of the words for metals those for iron (nar) , brass (zyn-
nong) end gold (ksiar) are indigenous. Those for copper (tama)
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and eilver (zupa) are Indo-Aryan. Of the three former words, nar
shows no relationship to any words for metal in any other language,
whether of the Mon-Khmer family or of a different one, Metal seems
hardly to have been known in Southeeast Asia until the arrival of

the Dong-Son culture in the fourth or third century B.C.,® and pro-
bably iron was not widely used until early in the Christian era. The
word nar, probably etymologically comnnected with snar, meaning
'wedge','hard and seasoned timber', 'the heart of a tree' ,2 suggests
that the Khasis already knew iron when they came to their present
habitat, and thus their migration could hardly have taken place much
before the time of Christ. But this argument is not conclusive, since
the word nar is sometimes used in the sense of any metal, and may
have originally meant bronze or copper, on the analogy of Sanskrit
ayas, which originally meant bronze and later came to mean iron,

This would accouat for the fact that a loaneword is now used in Khasi
for the former metall,

If the Khasis knew iron before their arrival , it is unlikely
that they did not also know bronze, which was widely used in South-
east Asia at a date several centuries before the Christian era, if not
earlier. But in this connection the Indo-Aryan loan-words tama and
rupa are interesting, since they point to influence coming from
Bengal, where these words are still current, rather than from Assam,
where they take the forms t&m and xfip, As with most other Indo-Aryan

1 Weles, Ancient South-East Asian Warfare, p. 20, Quaritch
Wales admits (1 9 Ns 1) that Heine-Geldern places the arrival

of the Dong=Son culture in the ninth or eighth century B.C., and in
his later works he appears to accept a somewhat earlier date

of Greater India, p. 813 Erehistory and Religion in SoutheEagt Asia,
Pe 48).

2. Singh, Khasi-ingligh Dictionary, p. 206.
Ze We understand thet carbon dating of material recently found by

Professor Solheim in Thailand indicates that hronze was known there
far back in the third millennium B,C, We reserve judgement until a
full report is available, ard until other bronze articles of compara=
ble date are found in the region, Even if this very early date for
the introduction of metal into South-east Asia is finally accepted, it
will not affect any of our major theories significantly.
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loan-words in Khasi, the form of lama suggests a comparatively late
borrowing, since there is no trace of a second consonant before the
final vowel, such as occurs in Sanskrit and Middle Indo~Aryan forms
(t8mra, temba). Thus if tama replaced mar, which originally meant
bronze, it must have done so at a comparatively late date, some time
after the formation of the Bengali language, say 1200 or later. At
such a date it is hardly likely that iron wes unknown to the Khasis
or had any novelty about it, and thus the theory is not a strong one.
Probably tama took the place of some other Khasi word , which may
yet survive in some remote village dialect. Problems such as this em-
phasize the need for further study of Khasi dialects, and the voca~
bulary of older generations of Khasis.

The waxds for the simpler tools and weapons are mostly indige=
nous == tyrnem ('hammer'), mohkiew ('hoe'), wait ('dso', & large
slashing knife), sum ('spear'), zyntieh ('bow'), khnam ('arrow'), It
is surprising that the common word for knife, tari, is borrowed from
Bengali katBrI ( with the first syllable omitted through confusion
with the Khasi prefixed feminine perticle, ka), rather than from the
more usual Bengali word chfirf, which is also sometimes used in Khasi,
Kat8rl is itself a loan-word from Persian, and the date of its arri-
val in the Khasi language must therefore be very late. The usual
Khasi word for 'gun'es suloi -~ is evidently connected with the Hin-
di salBY, not generally used in this sense, but with the meaning of
'match', This word is not normally used in Bengali with the meaning
of 'gun', though it does ococur in Assamese in this sense, but in its
local form, hilai. The borrowing was probably made from Bengal, since
the Khasi word has the initial g, but the word was no doubt taken
over when the word selBI had the meaning of 'gun' in Bengali, It re-
*ained this meaning in both Khasi and Assamese, while losing it in



Bengali, The Khasi word for 'gunpowdcr', bskhor, is not obvious-
ly connected with any Indo-Arysn word, though it does not appear
to be indigenous. It may be linked with the widespreoad Indo=-Aryan
word kh#r (Sanskrit kghra), meaning 'alkali', 'potash', which in
qualified form may mean 'gunpowder' in Assemese (hilsir khir).
Here again we may have the survival of an extinot Bengeli usage,
The initial ba~ of this word may be due to the contagion of Dbarfid,
the common Indo-Persian word for 'zunpowder'. The word for 'saw',
kurat, is a Bengali loan-word (Bengali karft, pronounced korat),
and though, as we have seen, the word for 'hammer' is indigenous,
that for 'nail', prek, is not, being derived from the Bengali pg-
ek, ltself a loan-word from Portuguese,

The above group of words indicates that the Khagis had most
of the weapons of other ancient and medieval peoples before they f
came in contact wikth IndgvAryan speakers, but that they learnt the
use of firearms from Bengal, If they knew swords and arrows they
must obviously have known knives also, and we may attribute the
disappearance of the indigenous word for'knife' to the influence
of the Dengali craftsmen employed hy the Jaintia kings end other
Khasi speaking chieftainsy from the same source the Khasis may
have learnt the words for 'saw' and 'nail',

Most words connected with buildings are indigenous, for ine
stance those for 'house' (%ng), 'door' (jingkhang), 'roof' (jing=
50p, tmum), The traditional Khesi house nommally had no windows,
and the commonest way of expressing 'window' is by the periphrasis
Jingkhang %t, meaning 'glass door'. Khasi villagers, however, pre-
fer to use the Indo~Aryan loan-word khalki, derived from the Indo-
Aryan khigkl, common to most north Indian languages. In Assamese
this word has retained the meaning of 'window', while in Bengali
it has acquired that of 'back door', being replaced in its usual

sense by jEnSlA, The words for 'plank' (lyntang) end 'glass' (it)
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are indigenous, but maw-it, meaning 'brick!, is compounded of Khasi
maw, 'stone'y and Bengeli-Assamese 1, 'brick',l while the word for
'moptayty S0xki, is derived from Assamese curki rather than Bengali
gur, The mos% interesting loan-words in this group are ato ’
meaning 'chimney' and kamps, 'room'., These two words are not stands
ard in either Bengali or Assamese, but are commonly used in the lane
guages spoken further west, the former being a loan-word from Pere
sian (Gtighkhfine) and the latter from Portuguese, Perhaps both words
were taken from East Bengal, where the Muslim population uses many
more words of this type than ocour in the Ychaste' Bengali which has
now become standard. In any case, the evidence of these words sug-
gests that before contact with Indo-Aryan speakers the Khasis did
not build in brick and their houses, which normally had no chimneys,
were not divided into roonl.z Fires are needed in the cold winters
of the Khasi hills, and the lack of an indigemous word for chimney
suggests that the Khasis migrated from a considerably warmer climate,
unless, s in certain other cases, they dropped the use of an indie
genous word and adopted a loaneword, i

: Indigenous names of cultivated plants include those for 'rice!
(day cooked; khaw, uncooked), 'millet! (krai),'vean' (zi, xymbai),
'yem' (ghriew)and'pumpkin' (pathew), together with several herbs and
spices, The word for 'wheat' (kew)is probably derived from the Hindi
gehfl, which appears in Assamese as ghehfl, and can hardly be linked
with the very degenerated modern Bengali form gam., Piat , weaning
Yonion'y is evidently a loan-word (Bengali p8yfij, Assamese piyfl,
both from Persian piyfiz)., Rynsun, 'garlic', has counterperts in Indo-

1,  Mr H,L.Shorto writes: '0ld Mon la'at, 1'%, early middle lon
1'it, 1'uit, "brick, (laterite) block" places some doubt on the Indo=
Aryan origin of various words in Mon-Khmer languages, including Khasi
=it.' (Unpublished personal comsunication, 15 May, 1967.) As even in
the early nineteenth century the Khasis did not build in bricky how-
evor, we prefer to look on this as a loan-word. (See n.2, below,)

2, That this was normally the case even in the nineteenth century
is confirmed by Yule w’ mi, 1844' Pe 624)0
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Aryan languages, but may be an indigenous Austric word, cognates of
which were borrowed at an early period by Indo-Aryan speakers, Though
the bean is designated by an indigenous word (z1), the pea is invari-
ably a Bengali loan-word, motor, ard lentils are dai, the Bengali and
Hindl dgl. 'Pepper', mrit, is evidently the Bengali maric (Hindi,mfre),
and is usually preceded by the classifier Soh, 'fruit', This word ape
pears in most Indo-Aryan languages including Sanskrit, but it is not
Indo-European in origin, being an early borrowing from Austrie., Of the
Plants known to have been introduced since the discovery of America,
the chilli (mynkon) and the potato (phan) have been given indigenous
names, as is the vase in most Indo-Aryan languages, 'Maize' is yiew=
hadem, obviously an indigenous compound of uncertain elements, Among
fruits with indigenous names are the mango (soh-pieng), the pineap=

Ple (gohetrun), the lemon (geh-~jew, 'sour fruit') and the cocomut
(snepkor). The second grllable of the last word may be due to the ine

fluence of the last syliable of the Dengall mfirikel, with the same
meaning, but this can hardly aceount for the first syllable of Snep-
koxr, which means 'skin', The werd for 'areca mut', kwai, is probably
connected with the Bengali gublk, which appears in colloquial Assame
ese as guli, and is a word of Austric crigin, The orangi. commonly
grown in the Khagi hills nowadays, is known by a loan-word, Moheni ame
tras this is from the Hinai Ssantarl, which appears in Assamese as
Sunthir® but ie not used in standard Benggli,

The above evidence suggestis that when the Khagis came in con~
tact with Indo-Aryan speakers they were familiar with rice and mile
let and with various fruits and vegetables widely eaten by them nowa-
days « Of the words we have discussed the only one which may have some
historical interest is that for cocomut, gnepkor. The natural habitat
of the coconut palm is low lying, tropical or sub=tropical littorals,
though 1t has been introduced inte riverine plains such as that of
the Brahmaputra. Itwiunotmwinthemuhinn, though the mut
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is familiar to the Khasis, being imported from Gauhati. That the Khae
8is have their own name for it suggests that they migrated at a not
very remote time from some warmer area near the sea, That their eare
lier home was warmer than their present one is also indicated by the
absence of an indigenous word for chimney, which one would expect if
they had been living for a long time in the hills before meeting speak=
ers of Indo~Aryan lgnguages.

Among wild enimals and birds the tiger (khla), the wolf (suri),
the fox (myrsiang), the peacock (klew), the partridge (iyar khiar)
and many others have indigenous names. The elephant, on the other
hand, is known by a loan-word, hati, borrowed from Bengali. Since the
elephant was fairly widespread all over Southeeast Agia and even in
south China until comparatively recent times it is very surprising
that the Khasis have not preserved their own word for it, especially
as the wild elephant is still occasionally to be found in the remoter
Parts of the hills, It is hardly likely that they migrated from some
region where elephants were unknown and we suggest that the Indo-Ar-
yan hati ousted a lost indigenous word for elephant as a result of
Aryan influence on the rulers of Jaintia and other Khasi chiefs, who
came to look upon elephants as royal beasts, and enhanced their prese- .
tige by referring to them by their Indo-Aryan name. Alternatively
it might be suggested that the original Khasi word for the elephant,
which on the analogy of other Mon-Khmer languages may have been sang
or ging, disappeared owing to its homophony with such words as myX-
siang, 'fox', or gang, 'ta.boo'.l An interesting word in this group
is kynda, 'rhinoceros'. This may be indigenous, but it appears to be
connected with Assamese gapda (Hindi, gepd), meaning the same animal,
Though at a very remote period rhinocerontes roamed widely over Asia,
in recent geological time they are known only in eastern India and
Indonesia, though their appearance on the seals of the Harappa Cule

1, The suggestion of Mr H,L.Shorto (unpublished personal communica-
tion, 15 w’ 1967)0
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shows that they were more widespread in ancient times. If we accept
kynda as a loan-word, it suggests that the Khasi language developed
in a region where these animals were unknown, outside Assam wheras
they are still to be found and were once quite common, and that Khasi
gpeakers only came in contact with them at a much later time.,

Domestic animals with indigenous names include the ex and the
cow (u masidab, u dabs ka magi), the buffalo (muid), the goet (blang),
the pig (eniang), she dog (ksew) and the fowl (gylar); the sheep is
referred to as langbrot$, a coupound of which the first member is e-
quivalent to blang, 'goat', and the second is of uncertain meaning.
The word for 'horse', kulai, is derived from the Indo-Aryan ghor#,
used in Assamese and colloquial Bengali, While the word for the do-
mestic fowl is indigenous that for 'duck', han, is apparently Indo-
Aryan (Sanskrit and Bengali hagsa, 'goose'). But the word han also
ocours with this meaning in lMon and Palaung, and may be indigenous,
the similarity of the IndoeEuropean and Mone-Khmer words being due to
a remote common or:l.cl.n.l This evidence suggests that before coming
into contget with Indoe-Aryan speakers the Khasis had domesticated
most of the animals normally domesticated in South and Bouth-east
Asia, with the exception of the horse, which was not known in the late
ter region until comparatively late times. The fact that the sheep
was confused with the goat, and not recognized as a distinct species,
suggests that the Khasis were at first unfamiliar with it. In this
comnection it is to be noted that the indigenous word for'milk',buifi,
is only used in reference to the suckling of infants; cow's milk as
an article of food is inveriably dud, which is clearly Indo-Aryan
Hindi and colloquial Bengali dfidh). Hence we infer that, like most
other peoples of South-east and East Asia, the Khagis did not nor-

ls The suggestion of Mr H, L. Shorto (unpublished personal commu~-
nication, 15 May, 1967).
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mally drink milk untdil they learnt the practice from Tndo= Aryan
speakers. Even near the middle of the last century they were une
used to it.t

Many agricultural terms are indigenousj among these are the
words for 'basket! (ghang),'wimowing tray' (pdung),'sieve’ (krish
kynruh),'grenary! (thigr) and'seed’ (gymbai). The word for the dige
ging-hoe or muttock == mohkhiew == has no resemblance to the Bengali
kodfl or the Assamese kor, but is connected with other South-east
Asien words for the same implement, such as the Burmese mo=-gyo.
Lyngkor, the Khasi word for 'plough', on the other hand, certainly
resembles the word 18fgal, used with the same meaning in the neighe
bouring Indo~Aryan languages. But it elso resembles many words with
similar meaning in Southweast Asian languages, and the Indo=Aryaen
word, though attested in Sanskrit (lAf\gula), is not Indo-BEuropean,
and mey be descended from the seme Austro-Asiatic ancestor as lynge
kor. An indigenous word for 'manure', gboh, covers both cow=dung
and ashes., All the words foi- agricultural processes are maigenoul.z
The linguistic evidence suggests that the Khasis before contact
with Indo-Aryan speskers had a developed agriculture, knowgng at
least hoe=cultivation and probdably also the plough.

Most words connected with food and cooking sre indigenous.>
The Khasis have distinet words for 'cooked rice" (ja) and 'rice
cake' or 'rice btread' (kpu). It is significant that the word genere
ally used for the cooking place or stove ( Hindi, ofilf) is dpei, of
which the original meaning is 'ashes'. This suggests that the early
Khasis cooked on open fires and had no special f{ireplace or stove.

9 "They use milk in no shape.' Yule, x:u..i, }844, pe 624,
2. E. & *, q,g, 'dig's lux, ' § bet, 'sow'; thung,
'plant'; ot, 'reap'y ghoh, 'thresh'; peh, tai, 'winnow',

Do Es g+ khiew, cooking or other vessel, compounded with another
word according to size and type; doh,'meat'; dohkha, 'fish's ghet,
'cook' gdieh, 'fry'.



Among words for textiles and their processing the general word
for 'cloth’ == Jain -. is indigenous, but the gnly specific fahric
which is knomn by a word native to the Khasi language is cotton (gn-
thad, spur)s xusgm, 'silk’, and yul, 'wool' are doth loan-words, the
former from Persian (pelinl), mo doubt via Bengali (yefem), and the
latter obviously from English, The fact that the word wul is clear-
1y a vexy late borrowing, combined with the fact that the word for
' gheep* ul‘u&uﬂmﬂmm'w} strengthens the supposie
~ tion that the original heme of the Khasis was considerably wammer than
their present one, and does not give support to the dubious evidemce
linking the Khasis with the Himalaysn peoples,> who have known sheep
and woollen elcth gince very early times, The fundamental words for
hmdeﬂmmwm.’nn

wﬁnummmmm—-muﬁuz
utwmmwmwumm

The Khasi word for ‘wheel', ghalyntem, appears to be an indie

gemous compound, of uncertain componemts, It is definitely not com=
nected with any derivative of the Sanskrit galkpa, and this fact sug-
gents that the early Khasis knew wheeled vchicles, though the first
European accounts state that they had nones therefore this inference
can only be very tentative, especially as there is no gemeral Mon-

Kimer word far 'shesl’. The same word is also used nowsdays for the
potter's wheel,

The word for 'boat’ is elso indigencus (lieng), as ave those
for ‘river* (wph). *Our' in Khasi is an Indo-Awxyan loan-word, boi-
Sho (Pengald baifhll, Assamese baihf). The word for *sail’ also
means 'flag's; ‘this is lama, apparently derived from the Perso-irvabic
'Blam, vhich has the latter meaning, and which, though not commenly
used in Assemese or 'chaste' Bemgali, ocours in meny Indo. Axyan

1. uom. Pe 804
abovey Ps 23

vuﬁ ' thread' 4 mu::&*m, jain, 'cloth's




languages. This evidence suggests that the early Khasis had only very
crude means of transport by water, perhaps because their habitat did
not lemd itself %o rowing or sailing., The Khasi word for 'sea',duriaw,
is also a loan=word, looking back to the Persian dary&, which may
mean a large expanse of water, whether a sea or a lake, and in India
commonly means 'river', in which sense it is used in Assamese and Ben-
gali, It may be inferred from these date that the Khasis in their ear-
lier home did not live near the sea or the broader reaches of a large
river such as the Irawadi or the Mekong, though this is not wholly
borne out by the fact that there is an indigenous word for the coco-
nut, which flourishes only near the sea or in flat riverine plains.

Many terms connected with trade are indigenous. These include
the words for 'to buy' (thied),'to sell' (die), 'market' (iew) and
'loan' (kylliang). While the word for loan is native to Khasi, that
for debt appears to be Indo-Aryen (gram, Sanskrit ypa, Bengali pip).
Terms for money are all borrowed, for example tyngka, 'rupee', which
suggests the Hindi {afik@ rather than the Bengali }BkE or the Assam-
ese jakfi, Tyngks may mean money in general, as may the obviously bor-
rowed peisa. But the cowrie, used until recently by villagers for make
ing small purchases, has an indigenous name, gm.]‘ This suggests
that the Khasis before contagt with Indo-Aryan speakers did not know
the use of coinage, but employed the cowrie as & means of exchange,
as did most early peoples of India and South-east Asia. They probably
had already developed an idea of property and knew something of trade,
no doubt of a simple kind,

Administrative end legal temms are nearly all borrowed. The
gyiem, the king or tribal chief, has an indigenous name, but his

1, This word is connected etymologically with xymbai, 'bean'. Cer=
tain species of bean were widely used in South-east Asia as units of
weight, like the Indian rBtIl, and the word for bean ceme to be used in
various South-east Asian countries for a small unit of currency, for
instance Mon, boa, Burmese, _gg (Mr H, L. Shorto, unpublished personal
communication, 15 May, 1967.



queen is known as mghadei, obviously borrowed from an Indo-Aryan
language. A queen ruling in her own right, however, shares the title
Syiem, qualified by the feminine generic prefix ka in place of the
magculine u, Most governmental terms are Islamic in origin = for ine
stance giff, 'law' (Perso-Arabic £'In)s; mokotduma, 'lawsuit' (Perso-
Arebic mugaddema), and khajns,'tax' (Persian khazina, 'treasury', 're-
venue' ), Bishar, 'judge', is evidently borrowed from the Bengali bie
Slrak, But as well as these terms certain others, used in connection
with the gyiemg rather than with the central government, suggest

that the early Khasis had some rudimentary administrative system, For
ingtance as well as the normal word for 'tax' another, bai-khrong ,
was used for the petiy market taxes levied by the Syiems in former
timesy this word is a compound of gbai, 'cowrie', and khrong, 'beg',
and perhaps the use of the latter word indicates that the rule of the
Khasi chiefs was comparatively mild, and that the sterner means of coe
ercion were comparatively sparingly used. The ceremonial seat on which
the gyiem sat was known as khet, an indigenous word. The nommal word
for 'administrative council! or 'parlisment'! at any level is dorbar,
& loan=word, but Jjingielang is also useds A man of high position is
known as bakhraw, which seems to indicate the existence of a class of
petty nobles in the amcient Khasi tribal structure.

Family names and terms of relationship are nearly all indigene
ous, and the Khasis have shown no inclingtion to adopt Indo-Axryan
terms in this connection. The word lok, meaning 'husband' or 'wife!
according to prefix, appears to be Indo-Aryan, derived from Bengali
lok,'a person';lbut this must be taken as a modern colloquial usage,
and the word has by no means replaced the indigenous tnga, which has
the same meaning, Words for 'to marry' (shong kurim) and 'to divorce!
(san ghyieng) are indigenous, and the ceremonies connected with these

1, Henderson, Lingua, xiv, 1965, p. 461.
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acts are known by derivative words, It may be significant that words
exist for 'master' (kynrad) and 'slave't @g&v_), but a hired servant is
known as ghakri, apparently a loan-word from the Bengali cikril, femine
ine of cBkar, 'a servant', but used in Khasi for both sexes,

Though Khasi Hindus, Christians and Muslims to some extent use
words borrowed from the languages of their respective faiths; the vo-
cabulary of the t<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>