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f i 3 Summary of thesis
‘{ ;\"THL %TRUOTURE OF MALmEqm - A OTUDY IN

MIXED GRAMMAR AND VOGABULARY"

Maltese is a separate language resultlng from theAV

-'ivginteraction and fusion of NQTthﬁAfPiG&n Arabic and

"§~Siculo—1talian, covering two different cultural strata..‘ﬂ

_ The Arabic element in Maltese very often corresponds to

i “iithe Annlo~$axon in English, while the. Romance loans |

';corre3pond to the Norman-Franch element.: Also as in
“ English, the primitive linguistic stratum is confined

: mainly to the description of the obvious facta of ‘Nature

“j>and the individual's reactions to them while the abstract"’

&y'and progressive Vocabulary of the intelligentsia belongs
"llto later times. L i e |

The result of this fusion 13 a mixed grammar and

~“ﬁjvoaabulary as we shall shew when studying the' structure

”fﬂ;of spoken Maltese.;; In orﬁer to be able to distinguish

‘aftha “two elements, we have eatablished a. series of

- descriptive eriteria that together meke possible a de-

é.tailed phonological analyais of the 1&nguage. The thegis,g’

~};f’beg1ns with a description of Malteae sounds, followed by

;u~irphonology, where these criteria are based on a study Of

Sy . :




LT H

"‘the Vowels, their quantity, position and sequences, ‘the o
'3fsemi vowel, the diphthongs, their posit$on, stress, the
f_consonants, their sequences 1ncludinq initial groups in

‘:'phonological junction (7ero vowel)

In Morphology the ‘words are studied as patterns»with:ai

"g:particular attention to. the formal arrangement of the
‘fuifconsonants and the correlative vowels which are described
in their various semantic changes with lists of examples -

"'”T)from spoken and archaic Maltese. 1"4

In both parts the two elements have been treated R

-}nseparately but under Senntic Naltesa are treated those

’:words which have been assimilated partially or completely;

tq/Semitic pattern. WOrds which have not been 80 assimi—f.

-‘*f{lated are of course treated under the head of‘Romance

M&l [’,age . ( SN
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* ' PRELIMINARY NOTES ON MALTESE SOUNDS . = . =

Though Maltese phoneties is not the aim of this work,

\ati\east‘anlelementary deseription of the ooneonants, whioh ;
ifplay such an important part 1n word building, ahould precede {

.i;;the phonolegical treatment of the 1anguage._ This we have ”ff*L
>“‘fﬁ5ﬂgdone in the rollowing table and the accompanying supplementaryf

’“--éfdescription where the twentyaeweneonsonants of Malteae,

fg,fSemitie and roreign, of which shx *are purely oontextual

" and one,-f, sporadic, as will soon ‘e explained, are. recorded }

Cowith thelr phorietic notation.;: With the Vowels — & phonetic =

“ially very 1nconstant element ew weiehall deal briefly under a'ﬁ

'"'-;ffseparate heading.;:

llfg;have followed that which is heard in Valletta and the neigh-‘ff

"q*afbauring towns and,.where neeessary, we have also P°1nt3d out ‘f

‘?ﬁfdialectical variations.‘ S
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._:tii),CbmperetirevTebieeJﬁ"

. In the following teble we give the transcription that‘iwﬁ
. We, have adopted for Maltese with the: standard orthogrephy -
. which'is; for our purpose, more . etymological than phonetic,
Lonand also the corre8ponding ‘Arebic charactera._ The other - .
. Arebic chardcters with the phonetic notation (Gairdner's .. .
»,E;‘;esystem), representing sounds which are not Maltese, but to:q;;
- which we may have to refer, .are &lso given. ,We shall indi-ff
o cate, that the consonants are voiced or unvoiced by oor. v
*iifplaced Ander “the, symbols,..voiceless being. unmarked. Stress;ux
o will be: indicated by 7 preceding the| syllable on which it L
LT £ell S Long vowels, wnich will be. d;scussed more fully .
.77 later ony by s after the ‘vowel,' Note\also ‘that: there is- noﬁa]
. phonetic difference between 'c' and 't¢ and 'dj', only the - pr
oo oo s last two digraphs -are the morphological - Junction of 'tfj BN
P e and 'd+g' respeetively, whereas 'e! 1mp11es an original
*~”“f~fiﬁﬂ*t'sound. L i A A . : ,

ﬁ”537,ﬁimranser;pt on- Phon. Not.~ pelling .(192h) Arabic consonanta.
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~.fnot Maitese.. i

The following are symbols of.Arabic sounds that are ygif

(1)‘«>[phonetic notation @ ]; (2) j&[ h]. (3)J9[‘t]v;§.é

(uéf?tﬁﬂ. (53ﬁ7[§q. <6w45tfr]; C?)g,[x] av

: (A) The Consonants e

”3V§q(1) p ‘end 't' are. pronounced without any aspiration..of]ff

‘*Vfljﬁ*(z) by lat

v;;3{(3) gtg and cdv are dentalwpiosives as in Italian and

and '3 aafin ItaIian and Arabic are more‘“ﬁ

fully voiced than in‘English.;”‘vgg I

”ﬁfngrabic but comparatively 1ess of the tongue-tip and its
A_ifedges can be seen through the interstices of the teeth.f”5

tFThis applies also to Italian loan words with original

| u§'\3ﬁf:9? 'a', as tabakk,&obacco, tentattsyo ni, temptationﬁi
\';“*f°div15n,fd1v1ne. aittsyunaiyy, dictionary. S

’?ff(#)?d'dz ¥ occurring in the following loan-worda only is '?"2

,g¥ Boundedvas in Italian-,._jfﬁi;*:MfV gi”*

iddzar a,

, he risked, hazarded; gaddziyye, scacia; dzoina

zone. meddza, a measure. ,J."




(’“ﬂjé;;(ﬁi{# Sutcliffe 8 description of this velar plosive

fﬁas 'k' in English Kate, (see his "Grammer of the Maltesdf;;

| ‘]Language"; page &) is not qnite accurate. Thc place of-:;f

‘jcf'artioulation in Maltese is comparatively more retracted}iin

'Tffithan in Englisn, and ono has only got to hear Maltesc

"ﬁc;schoolboys pronounce Engliah words with a ’k' sound,

A M.ﬂkitla with Eng}_'kettﬁ

‘P‘ -,

”f‘to appreciate the difference, and, naturally, vice ;]jj;f[f

"'¥versa. Contrast Maltese kelb, dog, with English 'kelp .,E;

%3 M. kci na with Eng. 'kitchcn'
M kﬁyia, a kind of bun, with Eng. cake' 4

'P$i7(6)qD - formed by thc lower 11ps against the upper‘L?”:”ﬁh

teeth, is heard only in'a‘few words, as 8, rule non- ovxyflf
Semitic, before 1t and 'f' ) o

Examples- 1gwpa, lampa g%jfra,‘camphor.

(7)?) 1$ heard whcn followed by V"a'k' ' g 'and t'”””
also, as a rule, in non-Semitic words. | N

. ples* %Bvidya, envy,_baqk, bank, srpg, line~

ma@t, mantle.'

r(B) ’1“‘ While the usual Arabic 'L' 15 formed by the tip S

of the tonguo touching the upper teeth, the cdges being}j@i

\<;jpressed all round them, with the front of the tongue‘,[fifg

« ﬁf"simnltancously raised 1n the direction Of ‘the- hard Pal'%f;?

ate, (cf-EGairdner 3 "Thc Phonetios of Arabic" :p.17)vfﬁff

;titthe Maltese '1' is also ao formed, but with the bla&e ?f?F

‘tlx?of the tongue placed againet the teeth ridge and

JURN vjwithout_touohixi

_the tccth.',_




(9) q is &ounded as the Arabic hamza (phonetic nota-i"} i

tion ?); when final, the release may be so sllght as’ totug

- be almost 1mpercept1ble. }V‘ ARES PR g
'x¥35(10) 'r' 13 always rolled 1n Maltese also 1n English 1oan- 55

words with unrolled 'rt [J,] ‘ Oontrast 1aan word

ﬁﬁf"irrolya' with 1ts Engliﬂh original 'roll‘ N

'z“-fas in Arabic and;Italian, the hiss of thase

. two. sibilants is much stronger than in Engliah.“,‘7””'

*Contrast M sagrdﬁent with Eng. sacrament, M. sold,fff

_penny, with.Eng salt, M. Salv, Saviour, proper

 (12) //; whero 1t Btill*survives, 15 still sounded aa in 55

| ‘A‘Arabic.;;;%”;fi_ SRR s |
'H;};(15)f@> is a purely contextualiVariant ofleollowed by aii

voiced consonant, aound

as in English and French,‘but

X com@aratively 1ess fully voiced.a_k
o0

 v::§;(14) pf’ and 'bv' are affricates that never occur 1n "‘

'W¥5ma1tese 1n any position except 1nit1a11y as the morpho“

?:S52=<flogical Junction of the prepositlonal consonant 'b‘ plua{f

* ‘iffgathe 1nit1&1 'r' or 'v of the following word with the
:‘Q:?f'b' unvoiced 1n the first 1nstance..iL" »

Exagple : bfdha.l, with a 1antern, bva ra, withfa

sbatue.; o




~ (1v)  THE VOWELS ..

1

The five Maltese vowela, long' or ahort, a, a. e, e:f;

i, i: ; o, 0: u, u: ; with the phonological function of

‘ which we shall deal in extenso further on, as heard in

Valletta and the neighbouring towne, where moet cultured

people live are, 'pgroximatelx1 like thoee of the standard,

that ie non-dialectical, Italian, only comparatively more ,f{
retraeted ae to the place of articulation and the longer N
vowele less so, but in the villages they are capable of
‘ numeroue qualitative variations. For instance, most of
the twenty four vocalic sounde that Dr Griffini (see his .
L'Arabo parlato della Libia) has noted in the Arabic dialect |
of Tripoli could be easily matched in the varioue villagee ,

l_of Malta and Goao, especially in the 1atter._ For detailed
| information on the eubject H.‘Stumme 8 MALTESISCHE STUDIEN,.
which gives 5peclmens of Maltese folklore 1n phonetic trane—'
cription, though dbviouely mistaken in. several instances, -
sheds much 1ight on. the subgeet._{ | . o |
As we are not here concerned with the phonetica of

Maltese, except indirectly, but with its phonology, we: ehall

"“\fi(i) The eetablished orthography does not 1rdicate long
oo ‘short: vowels; occaaionally. however, ie ueed over
a vowel o ehow that it ie 1ong., o L




"‘?nfi!only describe briefly one special claes ef vowels, repree;;ge
| A":cnted in our transcription bw”yypreceding or following a itia
: '};;or e, or o, the symbol indicates that the vowel, as com—~-4
-“»fﬂ:pared with the ordinary one, is retracted ae to the place f%?

\ “fﬁ;of articulation, slightly - in some parts of Malta not ft';

:”7?_at all‘- Pharyngalised, and GOMPaPatively 1°nger’“ The

| ";ieame descripticn holds good also when the. eymbol in’ qnestions
":f’proper heading.

‘fid&pelling, are | 'ha’- 'he‘ eh' and 'ehe 9 also 'ho

i?'With initialgf; ehe, being slightly 1onger than 'eh' or Jﬂ:‘“
"T"he which ave phonetieally indistinguiehable and which

H'nd: p1ain further on.

1‘1¥q*ff fication of. speech eounds in VOICED and VOICELESS are-—cfiﬁf}

’

,Qprecedes a diphthong with which we shall deal under the L

Other apecial vowele, transcribed a8 in the standard }

lliialways as hom, ccmparatively less pheryngalised than those -
‘”fwe ehall maintain throughout for reasona thet we shall ex~ff{

"~ (v) " CONSONANTS IN PHONOLOGICAL JUNCTION . ..

'VOECbD AND UNVOIUED SPEECH SOUND'

nm—w-ﬂu——um—-—-— -:-——-'-—-——-—-—————

Important rules to remember with revard to the classi—fﬁ

(1) that, excepting the liquids, hen voiced and

voiceless censonants meet 1n phonolegycal junction, theidv@A




*ﬂ;;voice-breath differenoe does not funotion ‘and that the .
'Tf;ﬂ-phonetic 1mplication of auoh a consonant junction is de"? o
‘*"ftermined by the quality of the last consonant 1n ‘the group. f
P yThe rule may be’ expressed by the formula' -
BV £7?3
VB #‘B-H:*5o

(2) That voiced consonants ‘at the. end of a word are e

'°tL? unvoiced, unless, in continnous sPeech, they are followed “ﬂ
Ci‘by a word beginning;with a voiced consonant.nu_’
“ (3) A Semitic Maltese, voiced and voiceleas oonson-T li

;o '5ants, belonging to the same class, like 't' and 'a'. for
;'7';jin8tance, never occur togethor 1n the same word. :_<
k3 These rulos apply to the following 1ist of Voiced andlnf
'““?iVoioelesa speech—sounds-: | e

YOIGED ' VOIGELESS

ﬂwom&&ﬁ¥

wmm#wNAA"
_ﬁ§h§§wﬁ1nguj'

(4) Of thes% in Semitic Maltese, v, p, ¢ never t.f‘;f

>ocour 1n a consonant grouP-'  h‘ : i S

' (5) 'ﬁ';nnd vq unvoice the preceaing voioed conni?;}?
i:‘?fsonant but they retain their own sound in any p061t1°n'f}‘,,
;“f?iiwofFor 1nstances ipﬁras seas and be%qa, spit, but QDi-z,ﬁ“g;;t

- 1eaping and ‘ﬁdu- I‘E., | Verdure. | :'.':‘4, :




10

| Emmies tiusssing mae 1

(1) With 'b' as the first\consonant of the grou.p._i

(1) bta.la, holiday, (2) bsabar, with patience.
(3) libsa, suit. ‘

kf:(ii) With 'd' aa the first consonant of the grogg.

: {;: (1)'dfiwr: plaiting, (2) dqieq, flour; (3) qadfa, -ﬂ;;?
Rt row.: et Ngdelll T e D s T oy

(;:L'ii) w1tn? gty

0 i s 9 g i 5 e, s
(1) inen, ships' (2) mijfna, fleet.:””

”5.ﬁﬁi (v) With 'Br (é%~f;3/6ﬁwﬁ

5’ a )

(1) tdyha“taﬁha’ he”S“(Q) tﬁYhomrtahﬁom, theirs.fgqjx i

(vi) With. 'g AL p gy
- No examples. L

: (1) {bu*t, in a pocket. (2) ;dewga, vermicelli;
(3) mifdi, redeemed.-y ' SR

‘\ A(viii) With 't" ST

(1) ybayya, apots. (2) tgemgem, you grumble, (3) mibbna;g

straw pile. ﬁ;f

“) .

G T S " T 07 ‘
(1) This word, corresponding to Arabic 9 B);, is actually
'”*‘waritten with 's' where, in an ‘etymological ‘orthography
like the: standard one; we should expect zga:q.  Thus. the 3
- Maltese. grammarians have dissociated this word from.its ﬁn
. historical root; s8till. extant in Maltese — %Z,Q, Qs the
,,.ﬁ_reason being that the semantic connection is not so




|:?:T_(x) With 'k"ﬁt

“vnuptials, (h) Grieg, Greek; (5) bieﬁ, ‘he sold,’ﬁ for finsl

| e,sound and its Maltese corre8pondence.. Thus Arabic FZ?’(to

.v‘:~:'Arebic KDM, to blte, becomes GDM in Maltese, Arahic J’FR’.' B

| "‘-(1x) mm:_@.'.
' (1) sbu.l, ears- or corn, (2) sdieri, waistcoats, tf

(3) nigja, plot.v  B o 'C‘-,;:ffﬁ

yba-r, great.-" R ,'\:.;.,13 TR

_‘;ﬁ Note also thst the phonetic 1mplication of .4 b = b;:s
-f&as demb, tail for denb, mbu.s, T Kiss;. for nbu's,;f:embeyqjif
,l‘berry of grapes for enba, also that - a *25 and t+ (= .

ff:d ts, as 1n mqaddsa, sacred, sounded mqsttss, this being

' a sporadic Semitic souna while te is foreign.

”:fﬂ\To@]@dlloﬁiﬁgﬁeﬁsmﬁ}es;illusﬁrete'Rnlc"Z -

(1) issi y, you find, (2) issi d, the master- (3) tlej, :

| ‘whistoricel 7 unvoiced, (6) q%VEd sewwa, - he looked - after his
'own 1nterests' but quEd barre, he stayed out. . '

DR . ‘ Do A

. It is interssting to note that Rule g which, inside. }iré
- Maltese Semitic and non~Semitic, works without exception | E
:whenever we have e consonant group made up of‘voiced end ?
voiceless consonants or vice versa, can alsc be applied to k

explain the phonetic difference between the historical Arebig

) fear) becomes BZ?( in Melteee with Arabic 'F' voiced by z,}f

e R




a2

“fto forgive, becomcs 'ﬁafer" and ArabicﬂisL, to. wash,

'“'fihocomcs 'hasel'

- COmpietejAsoinilation_'"

Besidea the phcnetic phenomenon with which we have
:ljust dealt, in which, given two consonantc of different
| quallty 1n phonological Junction, the second altera the fc%“f
'iqnality of the preceding consonant from'voiced to un—"..
W'”voiced or - vice veraa, there is another phonetic phenomenon f‘
whereby the second consonant of an 1nit1a1 group, which is
: .really the first consonant of the word in phonological g

>hljunction with a morphological consonant-prefix, completely
Qg?assimilates thia consonant-prefix to 1tse1f, with & conce—ﬁu
-quuent 1nitia1 1ong consonant preceded or not by tit ac-'.h}

N cording to position, as shown in the following tablc'—

(1) W.-Marcais in his 1hextes de. Tanger' p.. 280; writes:-

" Mpgel" laver = M. E; cette assimilation de sourdité -
‘se retrouve dans-la plupart de diamlectes. ¢itadins de
1! Afrique de Nord, Tunis,- Constantine, Alger,Thcmcen,
‘mais elle n' apparait pas,. &' ma connaissance, dans 1es

dialectes rureaux et bedouins. Elle existe aussi en ;”;’

nsyricn, en palestenien et en maltais A




'3ﬂfﬂj3?i

initial
position]

""fff'!t'{tﬂi,ﬂﬁﬁixﬁgitifas 1tt-n, the fig for 1 4 ti:n;
Lo e T . itti r, she fIies for t +ti r.

: 'gfxﬁf{f"a,“z,+lc#i¢c~as iccomb, the 1ead for ERr
S L e oo eonby iccanfar, you reprimand;
IR o) of t + canfar.' T e
as 1dda.r, the house, for 1 o
- darrs iddu.m, it lasts, fbr_Qg
t + du-m, = ,_\‘ ot

as issu-f, ‘the woo1, fd} 1”;‘””:
s Su' f’ 15311' In, yQ’u f&ﬁt fon Co
t * su-m.ﬁ. ,

”“”g-i(s)éfiiﬁériixjaggivuggﬁiz-izz a8 izzift, the pitch for 1+
Do RT3 ¥ 19 izzu.r, you visit for i
S 3 + zu'r. Tty T

:_;mﬁf_tgéiﬁié as ittaokk, the trunk for 1}
et a0l & tsokks ittsektsek;: you
,;achirp, for o+ tsektsek.;y

S s o L SO0
e e o L Sy .
N . - . T N . . g
R I AR S

. I SO DR N IR B
ST e e LU
f

1z as. 1ddzard, the ‘hazard. for
ol +-dzards. iddzarda, ‘he
'*hazarded fbr t o+ dzarda.f;

3 - te [ - o o
¢ EECARINEEIN B A S K B R
-. LS I
S LY R L N
N R 5
.

*’Q-f;;f§¢,i§§ ‘ u-r, ‘the months fori
Ce {:f;w iu Ch i[fomm, you
smel t +5 omm,

R S N A ‘. X w
. R e . P .
3 . ve P
)

tnt oW ~9_¥{5 irr as 1rru*h, the'sdﬁiAfor 1 +r:
T ru.h, irri d: I WiSh for
ARt _111 as 111u- (I chideﬁ f°”

AIn 'illu-m' tn the sense of 'today note also the
phonetic 1mpl ation of the historleal junction '?qu




In
b inifiel T
L e fposition,ﬁ : o
() L e e n~inn aa 1nnies, the people
B R PO S for 1+ nies.-

(12) §¥—¢li£f[?§ﬁ”51?ﬁﬂ + Jnijj as ijji.b, you‘bring fcr t +

0 ‘.‘
i SR S
s

Jz!;(¥3)f~§§{ 'n!j:ﬁi‘fi;PTf;mgimm‘as»immu:t;;l3diéj?ogfnf}fm@iﬁﬁ

?:Not”“that the 1nitia1 ’j of the above phonetic jfﬁ'

'”T?implications disappears when, 1n continuous speech,(it

'-5; 13 preceded by a word ending in a’ vowel with the exception‘

f ‘u"ua:d'asfan inde'endent semantic unit in the sense

fv}of *and"whicn fbrms a‘diphthong with' 1nitia1 '1'
The following examplea will make this. clear.s~_ o

if(1) Ommok issu'm¢ your mother fasts,-

";f(Q) Int massu-mj s you do not fast - orthography

w;(é)f Ohtok titlob wissu-m, your sister praysA;*

and fasta J orthography. fu ssum' 5’w 1ssum;{




;foccur in an interoonsantal phonologieal junotion between E?*3

) mEuwms

While any of the consonants of Maltese may, formally,

ffiltwo coneonants, suoh junction is not phonetieally poesible

L;;;‘f‘.j,;with the 11qu1as, 1, m, 0, and:r; Whi°hs in a. similar

:hﬂfpoeition, required hy'word-pattern analogy, muet be pre-"e*f}

K ;.oeded by a vowel thus breaking up the regular three eon-,;ﬂﬁi

'“fhgﬁ;eonant group.i For instance, b can so ‘occur medially in

""ja group of three eonsonants in phonological Junotion in

t\.}

:{h?f'mitbna § but we' cannot 11kewise ‘say: 'midnba s With 11qu1d313

‘135§'n' in euch position. } Thesinterconeonantal group dnh

S f must be broken up by 8" vowel, in thie ease 'i', preceding iil

,h'n' Also,xwhile we can say yaﬁqru, 8 pattern with an in#h
xﬁtermonsonantal group 'ﬁqr', we oannot eay yitlbu, a vowel,;:n

&fﬁin thie case,o, must precede the 11quid,‘thua obtaining

‘“‘fﬂthe correct pattern, yitolbu . ; &§\[




. THE PHONOLOGY OF SEMITIC MALTESE

In this part, we shall deal with the phonological rules

N:7liof Semitic Malteee and, incidentally, of Semitised 1oan

?‘f:fflﬂwords 1nAeo far as’ they are so affected in any of their ?};ﬁ%

"unphonologlcal components, vowels, consonants, dlphthongs, etc.

"*‘;g\Two 1mportant abbreviations, which we use very frequently,: ;

*’are S.M. for Semitic Malteee, which means that the particular

’9ﬂru1e formulated doee not refer to loan words but to genuine f

f”f’Maltese only, and M-V’ for 'mixed vocabulary ; Which means

T

4that the rule in qneetion of Semitic Maltese appliee equallyi
"to 1oan words in so far as they are semitieed 1n that ree-;xé
*fm«ipect, thcugh they may not be so in others. Under rules of .

. ;'M V., we have not Jumbled Semitic and aemitieed loan wora“ﬁ

"“fff;indiscriminately,_we separate the eemitieed 1eans by & bar Wi
-Tff;;from the Semitic examples which ve alwaye give first. Bytgifj
tﬂilii?what criteria these words may still remain foreign in o

: "fother resPects, 1t 18 always easy to find out if they areg

‘split up into their phonological componentsa Vowels’ °°n"f‘f S
¥iiconants and vocalic sequencee, etc., and tested by the f5?*15
f;reepective rulee clearly tebulated 1n the 1ndex fbr easy g;?ﬁi

o ”yfreference.f;J»""

e s




(1) THR MALTESE VOWELS

'5 We nnw study the phenological function of the;“f~ o

'E'»fMaltese Vowels 1n their three possible positions in wordsw

;f:f(a) Initiallx; (b) Interconsonantallx and (c) ‘inallz.t

.%)Also alone,_that is, not aa componentb of words, when they

'7T‘have a aemantic Punetion as»suotm"w

General principles to be remembered are that°»

‘ Vﬂﬁ;f(1) As to quantity, Maltese vowels may be long or short as
zﬁ,tabulated°.p' Y e e Sy o i

{.4 ?:13)._? ,fé':*§;1?£f“
ﬁjf‘(a) As to- ths place of articulation ’]fé ﬁaﬁff 'afv' -
.}ij'¥:‘of' '075 ' 'he 'hi'f 'hu R fehl;‘ ehe ,ﬁ?e.{?f?j'¥

':3fg5fphonetically classed as Special vowels.i;uf‘:

(Note-'EWhen we Speak of vowels, we alwaya mean un-.
pharyngalised set, unless otherwise stated) :

2:5(3) No phonetic diatinction Btill exiats in Maltese be-ﬁ

”7’§;i:atweenffh and aj” ”YB en tog” he and eh., The pharyngaliaa}fj

yﬁ”“,;?tlon positlon which we have maintained throughout will make




o 18

‘Ql[the analogy of word patterns, with which we. shall deal in ?;

L Morphology, easier to understand.' For instance, the

'f -poaition of-X' m 'balaa” bal( & ilma' , he gulped a mouthr‘ul
| of water, is determined by morphological analogy with ‘
“?ﬁh'ﬁataf ﬁatfa, he snatched, the position of 'y' and gt :‘
o being analogoﬁé..f" i |“1 A‘ "‘ ( " |

'“2 (h) Whereas the ordinary 1ong vowels are always atreased, 2
those pharyngalised with?wlisted in No. 2, are always “
'-olong even 1f they do not bear the main stress of the word-;fl

'ﬂgjin which they ocour, though, when stressed, they are comrlg;g

"'”5?ifpavatively 1onger. We might fictionally malntain this

-'"-tphonetio differenee by phttlng one dot, 1nstead of two o ;Q_

» ffull stress — after such unstressed pharyngalised vowels,
oF}but 1t is hardly necessary to increase the number of conwf“» 
ventional symbola._f*\' ”' ”:.‘ o : o | | | :

--Eggmn;gg. Méfhu°1, done- mqfku-s, 0ppressed; in which
- e is longer than the unpharyngalised 'a' 1n '”"
similar pattern position, as 1n marbu*t, tiea, for

- 1nstance, bum shorter than 3”a inzfa mel anda¢é.kes.

(Note-' as ]fé, a?” and qyé are alwaya 1ong, we ahall
ﬂ_ use no quantity symbola to 1ndicate such 1ength 1n “?

the words in which they occur.)';;f'




3J19;ﬁ;£

‘ _“\;yﬁﬁ A vowel originally long, remaina so even if the
l'ﬁU{}:;WOPd 1n which it oecurs 15 increased by*affixes, ao long‘ﬂiﬁ
’ *°ias the accant does not shifta With stress shiftlng we
VH';;“shall deal Beparately under ‘Stress"‘ f AL
: Eﬁ__ﬂlﬁé‘i mni @kom, from.your hand, the word’ being !f5ﬁ
‘“5?§built UP thus, mn + i d (original word,fhand) + f;f;

kom, but minnkcm (from.you) original 'i' 1n 'minn'
followed by two consonants, being short. o o

:{;(6) Semitic Maltese does not tolerate more than ‘one':

fvowel in the same syllable.)But such vowel can be followed;;;

by the special vowels, ha and ho, 1n hom, a8 raha, he. saw”‘

- fl}g;her, tahom, h;fgave them.

(7)  ‘showld.s word beginning with u‘ be preceded b.v a

‘{;ﬁwcrd ending 1n a',vin continuous speech — that. is, when ;:}{
(~ yﬁthere 13 no intervening pause between the two words = the-Aﬁf
jW{?;ﬁtwo meeting vowela have a tendency to amalgamate into the .
L diphthong aw', and if the second wcrd begins with un—“ff‘fuw

ifﬁstressed 'i‘ and the final vowel in open ayllable of the

‘Hélpreceding word 1s u' the two vowels from the diphthong

The English phrase\ a ‘woman and a man' reads in 3f7ﬁﬂ*“

‘fT{iMaltese 'maraw rajel' mara + Wt Fajel, and the English

,1*5,£ax@ression-'they wished' reads in Maltese kienuy Pi du

R kiend 1r1 d.u. Orthograpnicany, the Tirst thse may be

"7l”ffwritten, optionallx, mara w rajel'- or ,'mara u rajel', but

':*;lfthe second word in. the other example always With initial y 2
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Vﬁ(a) o such diphthongisation takes place if initial '1"?*

: w§ 1s stressed.j\'Kienu yiu mu ;- they chided, but kienu 1 1hom,
o they had long since.‘ ‘ : Lo

Now we describe and study the phonological position of

ﬁgthe Various Vowels separately. r,;jﬂgj_fik Tf""“ﬁ:l

QUANTITY CRITERIA

. —..,—'—- --aw-mm-—&n—-ﬁ

A8 o thﬁ bearing of the positional criterion on 1ts 1*“

1“f“;§quantity, it ahould be noted that. .'~, BT B
”1Tf?(1) In Initial Position 'a' is always short. It iB 10n8

: ‘“?Q}when it occurs alone as an exclamation in the sense of
| ”'H‘Maltese 'ya vocative exclamation disapprgved of Bocially,»iji
n“ff?by the reactions of good mannera. o 7 e

EE@@H&Q‘ a-zhanzi r-_ you pig-;;?é$¥i;lé£&]}yéuftp§ﬁ§§fff

Afﬁfk;(ii) In Intereonaonantal position 1t is 1on8 when f°11°wed%
5)“T2i£by one consonant only, though in a few Semitic words alSO
u: ;?when followed by a consonant group- should this final conu
;”ff:sonant be increased by the addition of suffixes, the original

“*‘;-".:‘1}';}?10119, 'a' generally I‘etaim’? its Q“antity ¢ (°f' Rule 5)




.iimatter of morphology.ﬁjﬁ,75

Examgagg-tja r kom (~ ja.v + kom) jﬁrfkom‘,'yquﬁjg
f neighbour has ruinea you. : Coe

(iii) In dissyllables, 1nterconsonantal \a’, ocouring

in the first byllable, 1f followed by ono consonant, one-fi

semi vowel plu° fa ‘or by ’i’ 1n open syllable, may be

21 -

'_ long or short.f There is no phonological criterion to ae_;*

'3‘~m:termine the quantity which is 1n thio caae purely a

The oriterion iss (a) if tne word in qaestlon is a

-7 descriptive, 'a' is 101’12:, (b) if it is a n°mina1 (31"“’““'

: Pﬂ”fmatically,_a verbal noun) it is short.fg;"‘:

‘ The following examples are worth study.

l;ha.mi, ha.mya, ﬁamyi n, masculine and feminlne

f:deocrlptives with their plural, meaning 'bot(, :‘1f%f

":ﬁamya, a quant1ty of fuel 'ﬁami, hoatlng, Hé li, f
-ﬁa 1ya, Ealyi n, prodigal, mascullne and femlnine

"ofidescriptlveo, with their plural, ﬁali, Wasto,

\:ﬁalya, & waste° ha°w1, ﬁaw'ya, ﬁawyi n, hollow,glifi‘

_-ﬁaw1, the act of hollowing out.'ﬁawya, 2 hollow. ;:li

vSo, by anqlogy, nd for the samo reason.we-road

‘"ffqari, readino. ﬁabi, chldlng, not qa.ri, etc., ffgu

zfo‘though no such parallel forms with which' they might |

“*»ffbe oonfused exist in Ma]tese.~»if

it




sy ( iV)
%ﬁ(iii) is a~a, the quantity criterion which 13 1ikewise

,ﬁiﬁfﬁmorphalogical 13-71 N
(a) first 'al is short 1f the word 1n which 1t occurs :Ef

(b) 1ong, i the word is a Nominal1 but

Exaggle

(b) da ra, her house,;‘k.

(V)

If the vooalic sequence in patterns dealt with 1n }

f(c)ﬁshort if second 'a' is pharyngalised (75)2

ahort,‘following immediately the stressed syllable (M.V.),‘,

18 granmwtically a Vefb,_

vvvvv
o TN

33-1'&9 it 'hﬁppened_; ﬁar‘a,

a) dara, he got used to,

(

ja:re, neighbour; Haiva, & <.

district.

“’) ‘-‘a’%" & ‘bunpling ‘qsl/a, ssili with the latter of,

. qa.la, creek.

In Final osition, if in open syllable, 'a 1s always¢¢f§

Examgles- bena, he built,‘ksirna, we broke, ﬁobzna, our‘g
bread, liema, which4‘yhla? why?, nsa ra, Christians, ;;

{ﬁma.ra, shemaas, D karta, paper,lfma'ra, river, e

banda, band.,

=

. fffwith first

(1)
.+ village in Gozo I know very well, I have heard the word

_v " pronounced  maira. .
(2) Historically a consonant, correspondlng to Arabic

J*‘?ffstill ‘behaves, formally,
" ‘redson why we Lave Tetained it in our transcription.

}”QJFiPBt short 'a' in’ qar{& is explained by pattern analogyk o

Exeeption to the rule 13 mara, woman, but at Sannat,

wor5

-which only survive, as a pharyngalisation factor, -
‘like a congonant and that is the -

a' in Earta, a slap, etc.




\,1)§ It io (1) long if, in Finel position, 1t 1s closed f
~;5by onc consonant only (cf.;ii) (M.V.), and (2) shcrt and &

Ifuﬁﬁ;fstressed as well, if closed by more than one consonant.,;“ffi
e i(M.V.)1 Ae‘ ‘L LI o |
(1) ﬁamra n, ruddy, tayra n, flight"najja 11, stonegi i

dresseryj_m\k:ursa r, corsair, furba n’ Pirate,_o}f‘*i,}f
o qatra.n, pitch.j,,;ﬁ-*i S ~ &
I?Q;(Z)f’aﬁ%ant

:'crushedf ‘haddant, I embraced,

kazbart,;w profaned'ﬁmﬁi‘dyamant, diamond, surmastf%

school master, turbant; tufban.fff'$ﬁ“zqof

T

| In discussing the quantity of thio vowel, we have illu—?
Aw“tffgstrated Beveral of its positiono from the point of view of 5

f;gf;their effect on quantity. This vowel may occur*‘” N
- (1) Alone as an, exclamation Maltese ya.i

(2) nitiallxv:;

)Gcf“in the only word 'a.f’, with 8. contextual uaage, as 1fku nu;§

(a) followed by one consonant only,m

'5f?a fua, Know ye, 1mperative, (b) followed by 8 consonant

5*‘}j*f?‘f7ﬁ;;grouo- (M-Vo)~;_ f;f};+x§f§¥éz--f»?~?‘3~i o

T f;(1) By &’ morphological criterion, all Veﬁbals of this
Ul pattern (derived Verbal bases, which we shall explain P
further.on), -are Semitic- all Nominals are non-Semitic: :
PR Cf. examplcs given. N L
fs@i(z) +.Gurious abridgement- fromg”arar, he recognised.- cf,
¥ A«ﬁjﬁ to: know. They have two cognate but aeparate:~:* -
wg;%. 1diomatic ueages. Examples' you know how to write, ﬁ?ﬁﬁeﬁ:




'one consonant or consonant group, including one consonant .5-

' ‘13un;fwa.r, vapour,f’—u- ca.r, clear, ca‘y%k, pebblee,

'_f24f.:

ExamQIES' art. earth, armla, widow, akbar, greater,,iﬁ?

alla, god, aktang ’. rather,.-—- alfabett, alphabet;;ef

aljebra, Algebra,nalba,.albe, apti ty appetite,

/a.rya, air.

(3) Interconeonantallz, it may be preceded (a) by

;+ one semi-Vowel, and followed by one. consonant only. (M.V.)f

Examples-lfa.r, rat. sa.r, it became- ﬁda T, it became

”green, hma r, ase or it became red, bya:r, welle,? L
"’ffsﬁa.g,_pack thread; mqa°r, 1 only; pya: 1, plaing
.g?;Bwa'li drawing roome. h

| (b) Preceded ae above but followed by

(1) a long coneonant or o

(2) coneonant group, including coneonant + one semi-l*

‘1.a‘»Vowe1. (M.V.)

| (1) barr, uncultivated lend; haes, e felt; qalb, |
heart, talb, prayer, qadya, eervice. qalya, frying.

\x tikteb, you recogniee me, taTba fni but you know me

ttafni', and not vice versa. -

(1) Patterns described in b.2 in Semitic Maltese are all
gramuatically Vérbale, all Nominals of the pattern are -
non-Semitic. as we ehall explain in the phonology of
Romance Malteee.- o _




?heiyonfessed, tmarrad,ﬁfeAbecame 111,

sbarn,.inqueat, zmarr, rude, sfratta, he

went othhe spree, sgarra, he blundered.

.gf}lh) For he”various 9031t1°n3 1n which 'a' may oecur

/?*hnna, he. sang;

;‘fgddaﬁ he passed, contrast withthda,

ed byaone consonant which changes to a :»as soon as‘a ‘




e

7]_;j?urther syllnble is sufflxed (S M.) “ff'*'

Examples. tayém, food, 183’51‘0, hé played, qa;/’d, hc-=
stayed' Bt ld(ba, & game, qdﬁ&a, position.- |

"Sﬁ(b) preceded and ﬂmxnowed by one consonamt or consonant

mﬂé.(NOte'3 Interconsonnntali

fﬂis 1engthened‘0n1 ;

group elther a8 2@11n the flPSt instance, or qYé or:

y@ in the second instance.

{ { Examgles-’1;5uyén . he contrived, stXEr A he w1shedto

be envied, St&hll he enjoyed, tla?ﬁbna, we were i;

taken in. :

v}f between vocalie mequence aw- a

“ ';n'the two»wovd lﬁrféb, a gambler; and
1_ n@ﬁg s a farricr, with a two peak pharyngalised a jaﬁjﬁaf
""gthe phonetic impllcatlon thereof.) £" . R

(3) (a) In Fina] position, it never occurs in mono-:;

syllables but it occurs so in Open syllables as a ’ With iff

A the morphological' functlbn of a radical Vowel, 1n dlS*:E¥:

-fsyllabic Verbs ending Ln a metracted .%jﬁ*

o C1) I give these two 1onely and obsolete words on the
w authority of. Vassa;l “-I.have never heard them used.
 For stjan.. ‘efy A'otﬁvd ‘to ‘ask the. ‘help of; . and for
o qtgﬁr ofy A.«; to be jealous. . R
. (2) "In this. caue, the Vowel sequence of the Verbal patm,:;
terns is always a=a whereas Verbs’ endlng in unavflfw““
‘ retracted a have varioue vocal:c sequenaes.




: -’g_in the Nominal scatter, 1ike qetXe prevocalically, 1n the

‘;5 ?actua1 experience of Malteae as spoken today, such

..27(}

”‘Wf?baley’.heAswallowed,'baqey“'he remainea, baza%"he -lf:

v:;feared;_faq%"he burst,rjamaf“ he collected, 1eqaj”}
“¢3ljhe received, mana&“‘he forbade, obsolete, nazqf“ he
,;;;:;undressed¢ qala}r" he gained, qata}”"he cuti radaf,
. he sucked; rafaa , he raised; rajey; he. returned;
“”fraqan’ he patched° samaf, ‘he heerd; sata}ﬁ/ he
tfcould; taba(‘ he printed, obsolete°"tabbaf“}he
 .efspo11ed' tafa(?he threw, tala&”’he ascended° tamaﬁy}
N e;fhe fed. wajag’ it ached, waan’ he fell, wasaﬁ) At ‘
‘»“ffgméjcontai”ed;f&abag” he was fed up, zdbqy“'he painted,':;

. anraéﬁ,he‘eowed.tﬁ;ffV”

"ﬁfiscatter ofathe:above Verbal patterns.s |

But note that wherees, hietoricelly, in verbal pat-ifif*

PRI

"terns like qatagfetc. pharyngalisation should for the sake f

of pattern analogy, be BO indicated, post vocalically, and

“(1) The examples given exhaust the whole 1iet of such
Maltese Verbal patterns with final a ¥, hietorically
correSponding to Arabic Verbs with third radicel G-
S ‘Note the two exceptions baqe((w ‘he remained,
oL 1 qag“, he received- corresponding to A<Jf;and




‘gl?j*(1) But as the examplel show, 1t 13 only in uemitic

ET:distinction cannot be proved by phonetics, in both patterna

\:x}fwe have the same retracted 'a as the phonetic implication

: f 5of historical 'ag' or a{'; and ? a, or. ﬁ a.E.;.}z'

Examgles" bala‘rbal‘[a, he swallowed a mouthfu?h (of

R

water), qala}qaﬁyh, he made & good profit. zara}”

zarXE, he sowed the seeés, eto.;

RT3t

' Quantity Criteria

-ucn---—mun—n——u—. -n———

quantity, it should be noted tnet,v‘ffjif‘f

(1) In Semitic and non~Semitic correspondences,j, éf}

“:‘18 always short in any position except when final in the‘

:f,monosyllables le' no, and the natural exclamative query e°

B Examgles'}'meta;'whehifﬁéﬁa,‘héfbuilt:-hera, looking |

glass, sema, the sky, ten ewda, spurge, erha, haubr,;

ewwe1 first,J—n— eliksi r,'elixir° erru ry, error'f

benefattu-r, benefactor, cens, emphyteusis.,.jflgsff

Maltese that. stressed 'e' followed by .one consonant, 13
short. - contrast Semitic §ena, he accuseé, with the :35
1oan wordSe na, scene.‘,., N . _—

As to the bearing of the positional criterion on 1ts.§,;




'.  Valletta and tho towns, 1t 18 sounded nearer the ordinary
”c‘-i'o which wo ohall rctaln 1n our transcription, thus agree~oﬂ

’ f;ing with the otandard orthography which writes nizol, he

',.1 semi vowol, 1n one Semitic word only. (M.V.)r

o

(11) e' occurring in Maltoso words made up of 3

“7{consonants with 'a or 'i' botwoon the first two consonanta,

-”ff'jfand followed by one consonant or a 1ong consonant tends to o

‘Ul;descended; rijel, leg, for nizil, r1311 (niz 1, rij 1)

o 'fThe Vowel may occur- ‘ogiif»i'f ﬂf;ﬁ:f”ﬁﬁ,f,;- .

(1) Alone, with the intonatlon of a questjon, imply-”~fﬂf

ff;ing irritation, surprise or indifferenco.*o"'

Examplea.e ? eraa 7rcyd-'ma niotai§ nifmok, i_Whoté;;.

say again° I can t understand you. !

(?) 1ti&11 :1t may be followed by (a) one consonant'fc

f(S.M.), or (b) by a consonsnt group, 1nc1uding 9 consonant +.

Examolcs* (a) elef and elu-f, thouoands- emi r, emir,

m

(b) elf, a thousand, ehzon, worse,geroaq:,ﬁ

get noar- erwieh, souls°';-erbabyankag

wormwood, ekwatu‘r, equator.

ﬁf(1) In classica Arabic 'j' and '1' ére 1n phon010gica1

“Junetion (Cf... ), dislectical Maltese ‘e' and 'R are 5..

phonetlc doveloﬁments from the. historical ?ero_vowol or:

”‘7=.%be soundod 1iho an 1ndistinct '1', phonetically.é .. But inEfé




nV(J) Inter onaonantally 'e mayﬁbe*preceded by (&)

: one consonantéand fo11owed by another‘conaonant ¥ semi vowel{

(w), (S.M.), or;(h) by one: long consonant, (M.V.) or (c) byff

a eonsanant grou@'(h“v,);Jvfﬂ é:_f.f

««««««

'  Dxamgles;

%Fce short for vulgar cu.c;fo

cxol%, Italian ciuco, donkey, te-r' tea;iﬁi

.ly‘pa?tlcletis a - good instance of mlxed G
It only occurs ‘in:the. expression gle: n'se:.
s began to understand"hybrld version of




'ﬂffone syllable, preceded by (a) one single conaonant (ﬁLM )., '

(b) Finallz and unstressed in words of more than

»iﬁfﬂfor (b) 1ong?consonant (S.M.), or. (0) consonant group, end

55;{closed by one consonant only Qﬁ M'), whjch, 1f morpho-:f'

“4logica11y 1ncreased, changes e to '1* :

R YMe

Ezgmgya_h. , i | R |
(a—b) bidel, biddel, he. changed, kiser, klsser, he

"V.f;broke' nizel, he went down, nizzel, he brought

”Et}fdown, rikeb, he. rode' rikkeb, he 85V3 one’a 11ft3

. ﬁ pan_¥baned, bands'fff f"

‘}he ruined, qarmec, he made a crackling noiae,.
ﬁi;;p{sfarjel, a quince- — jarten, kind of" cloth;
'“7martel he hammered; kewtel, he invented an ﬁ'

 exemse.

Cm

v[ini en, it: stank; nitten, he’ dirtied; —_ ta.jen,

uanandel, he carried heavy things about, handemffgxh




Quantity Griterion
""" -Having already deocribed it phonetioally, all

we have tofadd;is that initial '}”é' followed by a con-:

Eﬁ»sonant groupfbelonging to the same syllable; may be the

';f}phonetio implication of 'i' in similar preconsonantal

‘9fposition,_thus changed by the quantity of tho consonant B

©group. ‘We say n'id, T tell, 514, you tell, but edt, ;fﬁ*ff

>said' edna, we said, for idt and idna, the actual forms jf;

Jrjmaintained by ‘the standard orthography which is, at times,"'

”**.;(1) Cf. ‘also Maltese “Izrq, root-'with A.H@K? :?orf,

ixéas we have already pointed out, more etymological than

‘f.phonetic.1,lﬁ

o The pooitions of 53, . ed/“ e}fe . 2'«;

(1) nitiall ,'{é may be followed by (a) one con- ‘7?39
'»ﬁsonant%orﬁone seml vowel, or (b) by a’ consonant group (S M.))
| " Exammle5°'yver, he envied,gfon, he helped,j/ela, it
| boiled,ﬂroya, he grew tired‘ g’owa, he instig-‘:z

ated"(gma, he grew blind a/eliem, signsd’eneb,

grapes..‘

knowledge. semantioally oorresponds to.l ok but formally
tobajapatience, likewise M. 'elm, sign;. omantioally
corresponds to A;'* but, formally, top, y 1earning.




s

(2) Intereonsonantallx, that is, between a preced—f<

"'*if%fing and follofing consonant, it features ‘a8 éyé and 1t

'LJ“gichanges, formally: kﬂ[ ,_phonetically comparatively

~iqu'shorter, when a suffixuis added to the original pattern.lt ‘
f”Se};%b, he divertedf f e}/"l, He' lighted; e

Seg%r, he broke; zqféd;iitﬁincreased, but §éﬁia :?
e light,jgyﬁa, ‘8 diversion,}ﬁe}?a, a fissure, EE?

zé}da,‘an 1ncrease.%f ;4S

Exavp;e5°

Needless to repeat lv>‘_hat the di:ﬁ‘ference between X'é

The explanation we have given

'f{should be enough to avoid misunderstanding.a;;. L

v (2) and?!éh!‘jzf(s;m.fﬁ*w*f**

- Positions of !he!:

1sed as, comparatively, more retracted than ordinary 'e'

7(*) There is also one word with initiai ’ha "-4 'haw or
’ 'hawn' Or,'hawnekk" shere. Carusna‘writes: ﬁarab, he. ggg/
away, Ffor ﬁ&rab,aas_pronounced by the Maltese.i Cf.

o




Tt

he pinned- heres, hE pounded;

1.

wf‘rudeness~ hemm, therea heyya > he pre-

je shattered-f

ﬁﬁiﬁel}“hé%ﬁ&d@éngd{’“{"“!

c”slightly shortgr‘as to quantity. For example' fehem,‘he

So also sehem, portion, but sehmek,




- Quantity Griteria

(i)ﬁ In wor: pattern, consonant;+;i + censonant + 1,

‘~;;the criterionmffr@;istinguishing whether first '1' 13 shortbz

*@f5for long is'purely mnrphologieal _;M

(a) Iffthe word in which 1t occurs is the Nominalv-gqﬁf
L scatter of a Verb (verbal Noun), first '1' is

UI ather‘inatances, Fi{.n flong “nd 13 Semitic

Maltese only in morpholcgically composite words —-y:@

'(a), bi ni, for bi, with + ni, me,‘*

contrast with bini (a) building.‘ Ti nl, for*fi{?

. 1 . ‘»-.
t+ ni , give me; 'contrast with tini (a), fblding,;







N ﬁsemi vowel, (S.M.), or (11) by one . long consonant, (M.V.),.-v

.%3751[

(b) Aleo Initiall s followed by (i) one consonant + one

1;(111) or by a consonant group (S M.)._;] o
. e 1es-;.‘_JA1ffllf”7 - 75ﬁ‘;5:f{‘ff*fftlﬂ’7*7f?
(1) ilwi, bend! - command. tfwi, roast"command, ;gﬁtwd
itwi, fold. command. idyaq, narrower, 1mwiet, the j
deed°f-—- 1fyen, more refined (only foreign -
example) | |
(ii) isea, now, izza1, he gave, occurring only in the
: obsolescent phrase izza hayr, he gave thanke,
1dda, it ehone. imma, however, iesa-ra, he strug-'}
gled, 1kkalma, he grew calm* icca-na, he planed.~p;
(iii) iana, shipe - archalw- ijsma, bodiee ’lkla,
-a meal*jisqra, hawks- ilhna, voices, izfnu, dance.c

';_ command, izraq, blue, iswed,_black.v,ﬂl"

3(2) Interconsonantally, it may be

(a) preceded by one consonant or by a consonant
group and followed by one consonant. | D

For examples see iii. Quantity Oriteria.

®otik | w deor

(b) preceded by one coneonant and followéd by (i) one

‘jconeonant + one semi vowel (S M.) or (11) by one coneonant

'«..only followed by 8 vowel (S.M ), or (1ii) by a 1ong conson-\.

‘ant (M.V), (iv) by a. coneonant group (M.V.)&

(1) The pattern in current uaage - only in prayers 1n the.;i
-sense of Latin | gratlas ago' ='is the present tense,ist e
pers. sing. ‘In this sense, 1t 1s possible that nizzi k 1
-stands for. hieyorical nijzi:k, with assimilation of 1stlj‘

rad. from.Ar;;jﬁ to reward*-to'pay (a debt).pt
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EE__ELQQ'”“ N S o
(i) djilya, accusation, tinya, a creaae, fidwa,‘: o

fﬁ_redemption. kilwa, kidney, diwi, echo, jlWi;l

| r”*Aroast meat.j R e |
?”wﬁﬁ(i;)5 tina, e folded, dialectieal variant of. tena,:f\i
| "'ﬂé;biki, weeping, iwi, raasting; bidu, beginning.{f{

(111) bill, mDisten - command- billi, whereas,

o gbijjel, he mitigated'mbiss, only, sitta, six,_j7}§
| A;hittiyya, cask,f——— bicca, piéce;”blrra, beer,’gig
‘fbittsilla, Yace; b;jkilla, basket.ﬁ. B
(iv) bidla, change;%Sijra, a tree; sidriyya; a. vest;ﬁi

bintna, our daughter";—- kitla, kettle,‘

(3) In Final position,it may occur 1n ‘

(a) Monosyllables, preceded by one conaonant, in open}fi
,5_sy11able- (M.V.),_: » | ) 5 .“‘\« ’ ”., R ;.v
| EEEQE;QQP Bl my br°ther e V°°ative. bi- with; fi.;ﬂtf

in, tsi, uncle -:vocative.fnfiwff £91

(1) It is interestlng to note that both hi. and tsi- are
«exclusively vocative patterns, but, while t81yyu is.
‘;f»the ‘Nominative pattern, corresponding ‘$0: Engliah uncle'

Malteag ‘has. no- word for-English' 'a brother', the ai (cf. ,
;gA.-I»Z ). given by the dictionaries. is’' made.up.by etymo~ g

1ogica1 ‘analogy. - Maltese has hu + pronominal guffixes

-as huina to exPress your, our;  etcs brothers Cf.;w.MarmﬂS
- 'Pextes De Tangers', p. 287, where he, likewise, says = =~
-~ ‘that - 171 est. employé uniquement avec les affixes g

'personnels.ﬂjfwt(_.ﬂ N




'I'_Note° It will be aeen from.the varleus examples given that

:-Vs1,the ov1g1nal word patterns but is the morphologics1 develop-7
/ Y~;3,ment thereof with which we shall deal under the proper he&d-<

Rt 39_[,_, i

| (b) In words of more than one syllable, in the final
1“”sy11ab1e closed by (i) one consonant (M V.), (ii) by a

'*:‘consonant group (S M )

Bxamples' A 5 S |
(1) Sali b, cross, géji n, dough,'yéfri d, evil  "‘
"ispirit. Héfi if, 1i8ht,’ﬁéri r, silk. qassi s,

priest venvi n1, whirring, Jhdi'n, maney,

nfsati n, satln, parti t, political party,"'”'

:I peri t, surveyor, Keli n, Michael.‘-

(ii) {aVintfﬂIrhave knuaded, Cféllinm, T have taught;ﬂ

j.fIt is’ 1nterest1ng to note thst 'y in these
- . examples is:for original 'e s which 88e " in
':innal posxtion.- . L .

(c) In Final oPen syllable (M V.) fcllowing stressed
”‘§sy11able. L ; Ry B i

anmgles- Hanivni, my beloved, J‘adi ni, monkeys?ff
ti ni, glve me--hamra-nl, ruddy. efﬁl, let go,
‘ﬁa fi barefooted,'f—w vapu'ri, ships, sinyu”ri, 

gentlemen.f_

in this position final '1' does not form an integval part of

'13(1) Gf. Ak) &’ to buzz and note the very rare’ change of
1 ‘ Arabic to 'V' gnother instance is the Valletta o
R, change of i wa Ly yes, to jﬁ@.;,j,nww~ -




Quantity Criuerxa

An important principle to remember is that in ﬁemitlc v

' Maltese }o 1s alwaxs short, except when used alone as an

'ﬁféﬁggexclamation corresponding to; Engliﬂh 'Oh' and Italian 'O'ffff

f‘f?jbut ahort also?‘hen_alone, if used asve variant of yew'1 (o

‘; This vowel may‘occur alone as already explained and

RS (1) In:ltiallx followeci by & consonan’c group- (M-V- )

gggle 3 ohrayn, others, ohjson, atout, ohtra, aticka,

oht, aiater* omm, mother, offiz, well done. é—;f . i

‘°f obdas,?hehobeyed-'oMbrella, uMbrella; ordna, he R

BFERE

ordered, orgni, organ.7

.:(2) (a) Interconaonantally it occurs (a) preceded by one'fﬁ‘

'fconsonant, andi;ollfwed (i) by a consonant group (N.V.) or

'f:t‘(ii) by a long consonant (M'V‘l;yll fg?

'}
Jee

(1) ﬁorj, knapsack' Hobz, bread, qpmt, T got up,l

¥

“~. somt, I fasted~ borka, wild duck- borma, cooking

pot, dorna, we went round, dortu, you went round,

the A diphthong aw"gives u in M. ag yum' d&y..€7;
T ulled, ‘sons_and . daughters,’ 15C f'.f‘~4 L
,f£2 Cf._A.;;flg{,;well done. . -) fv‘ =




o
o

paralysed, tond,round.

mouth- ﬁoss, sound, hobb, bosom- horr,‘ 

dbsolete. koll, every, mnﬁﬁ' braln, h011, i

commandf boqqa, a bubble, coqqq, cowl,

oad; 1 restore,: tholl, you unbind-=**

issodd;ﬂyou plug; iddomm, she collectb, e—- smﬂlj¢

'1*1.} Néte?ﬁ Such word{patterna as the ahove, beginning with a

IV-f;[consonantfg

or“aﬁlong consonant, are Semitic only if

ijh; they are grannmtically Verb patterns, with an: initial

e _morphologica'”consonant in phonological junction with firstf{
 1fradicq1, and tiis a 1ong ccnsonant, with complete as-:-j'

-;:similation as»the phonetlc implication thereof.“x

'jCB) Finallz

'in_Open syllable, ~;'"oébﬁrswiﬂ‘one ﬁofd}éﬁly:f
oy inside, |

variant of Jew.¢‘f‘.”4f‘iﬁ:-“




f;';ﬁ(ﬂ) With the ‘8 ngle exception of '7{’*:’ . ey
faldetta) ‘which, by a historical - criterion, we, know m
- the" Maltese: Version:o: :.,,Italian 'Gonnella S







Vorbals with fjnalzfi ié 'ﬁﬁom’ as 13953, he recelved,

but laqaﬁhom,‘he'received them, for 1aqu“+ hom.

LT

¢ PO

of 'énd' and 'he ‘ the 1atter orthographically represented

H

i:ﬁ' followed by- i orv q
(11)

'1 ui rl, show, hu.ti, my brothers, bu.ti, my pocket, ﬁiu.qi,f5g

s “

is;also long=1f followed by one consonant, as

gay. N N ) . Coa. . : : - . .
(iil) is short 1n othev posjtions.ij

‘(T) 'U“ is also used as: an exclamation denoting palnful
L surprlse, or’ 1rritat10n.;) : A .




: This vowe“occurs’alone as already explained and

| (1 ) _Initiallz

followed by a consonant plus a vowel. (S M.)'“

Jfﬁlf”f%(2) Interconsonantallx u' occurs preceded by one consonniTyﬂ

“n%ffant or, a‘consonant_group and fbllowed by a consonant. (M.V.)I

'“"-;;i:i:(s) ‘in..al__;zl r (D) an in @ﬁéﬁ? éﬂléﬁi{él=i‘7'fﬁf*bf#éélf‘é | (‘i).-"*







:W&?';il

(11) THE SENI VOWSLS (1) W' and (11) '¥'

(i) Positions of 'W'

i(1) Initiall /s it occura precealng (a) any of the three

;{:'Vowels1t‘§fi 'e' g énd diphthong 'ie (M V.) ory ()

”{;in continuous speech, precedlng a consonant, but following@¢£

'1the flnal vowel in oPen syllable of a preceding word with

iafwhich it forms an interconsonantal diphthong. '

EES__EE-EE' |
‘(a)"iwara, after: 5eﬁiﬁd, wens, company. wirt, :'fﬁf

L 1nheritance, wisq, much; wa@]ﬁ, a fall;

‘Wehelg he stuck in- wiezen, he Suyported"ﬁi*:'»

'wiehed, one, wiejéb, he answered, wieledz,,;jQJ,

it gave birth tO' 'wett, goat; = wents, e

',Laurence, werc, sqnint~eyed3

llf{b)ﬂ_inti wkoll, also you, sounded int + iw B koll.‘f

~’.~_.*l;i. + niwm,+‘%rella, mera W mojt, a 1ooking

ti:ni- umbrella, give me an umbrella, sounded

/,

ﬁnglass and a COMb' sounded’me + raw +’ﬁm5t..":”m

(1) Initial w' 1is never. followed by 'o' or u' except

. dialectically for the 'we'! sound in: 'wett‘, hewgoat. a_”

(2) I give this doubtful word, which I always heard wiled'

~ on“the authority of Falzon who gives both forms. Caruana‘m
gives twiled! only. Interconsonantal ’1e’ occurs in the o
Lorm tWieLeD, he was born: . o

(J) The only two non-Semitic ﬁéfda with 1nit1a1"w' <J???:f§;

'werc'

cf.{It. guercio.
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| (2) (a) Interconaonantallx, it occurs preceded by one.  f3?

'consonant and followed by one vowel, 'a" 'e 'or it

 with which it forms a diphthong, or by i, (M.V.)

Ex E 28 dwa.l, 1ights, fwa'r, vapour,edwa°war,-.-‘

_circles, twi 1, 1ong, tall” dwieb, mares; B

{swieni, water wheels, dwieli, vines, twennes,

he’ was accompanled-;-u- swa 11 drawing rooms, '

twa°3en, frying pans; dwa'na, Customs'house,.frj

"vgdwell, duel, kwistyo ni,.qu“‘*‘n, kwiet,'
| quiets” pwieni, pains" ; ' fre
(b) It also occurs interconsonantally preceded and

followed by one. consonant.,(S.M.).i_

Ex ples-‘gezwru, they rolled- gedwdu, they abounded,

1

‘ werwru, they frightened, wezwzu. , they whis- g _

pered."f“f

(3). (a) In Flnal position, it may occur followed only by

~ one of the vowels ‘a' , it o {u?.: If @receded by another§

vowel, it is lengthened. » . R
Examgles. duwwa, medicine- uwwa, he, orthography, o
huwag; sewwi, mend, dewwa, cure; 1mperat1ve.:”
'yﬁwwu, instigate - imperative, fidwa, re-
demption,/jitwa, winter, bidwi, a peasant,

milwi bent.'~—~ tridwu, triduum.

(1)? 'w' in this position phonetically, completely retains
its. semi vocalic. sound and should not be pronounced as
if it were a. tu', say,. gezuru for gezwru, etce.

“ (2) The standard orthography does not. always repreiﬁnt
. : &




(b) It may also occur 1n the flnal syllable, Pre_Ai”;ug
_ ceding a' ve' or - 11' closed by one or more conaonants,;ﬁf

or preceding 'ie ClOSed by one. consonant only. (s,M.)ﬁii*”“

Examgles.) n?%wwar, I hollow out, yawwart, I -
F,;lj hollowed out, nXﬁwwej, I‘bend' yﬁmmijt, I have
“oent, tkarwi 4, - rumblings. felwiet, fillies-

helwiet, sweets. j’ewwiej > rine.'leader‘-

(11) Positions of 'Y’ ‘

3 N
ﬂw——“mw——_u-m—-w—u--— -

i

(1) It occurs nitiallx followed by any of the five SR
‘Vowels1 or by;'ie and in one monosyllable by ew' (S.M.)fﬁ
_Exam ples- ya, oh, vocative. ya.f, he knoWS°‘yalla, _xo%

“ would. to God yeda, right; yekk., iy yi;ji he

;~‘eomesz yiret, he 1nherits, yifem,'he underufff’

stands, yo?”ob he, or it, pleases. yd}ﬁos, he«uﬁi
~ dozes; yoq}rd, he dwells, yu m, a. day, yu.ri,

ijarda, yard- yanna'r, Jannuary.i,f

the phonetic 1engthening of intervooalic semiwvowels{‘
We also write Maltiya, - Maltese woman, for more phon~;
SR etic Maltiyya, etc.iix" SR
(1), All exemples are Semitic Maltese except these two,,&;
- ‘rwords with initial ya yarda Eng.,yard yanna.r,
“It. Gennaro. EE A,




?(2) Interoonsonantallx, it may be preceded by one con-ii;w

'sonant and followed by a-‘ or u- (M V.) or by e + w
or 4+ ey (S.M.) or by 'ie', JIn. the 1ast coMbinatlon, y
tende to disappear1 ! | | fﬁﬂ : .
Examgles' dya.r, houses, bya-r, wells,’ﬁya.r, k
| ;lcucumbere, bya*d, it grew white; dyu'l, edge of a:;

EES

‘ f{lgarment* syu.f, summere, tyu-r, fowls- hyew,,dggff

ﬁthey relieved- hyeyt, l have relieved, byiedya,

“f~ﬁ%%agriculture, but aleo more commonly, biedya,"f‘

g {ﬁyiena, malice, but also Hiena, eyiede, proprieté&

yBrs, but also sieda, zyieda, increment, but

also zieda, — pya°n, planﬁf pye.nu,upiano,,f ﬁff

fyu.r, flower.

(a) Finallx, it may occur in open eyllable followed
by a' (L.V.), but S.M. only 1f Voc., seq. is ie-a. . '-!-f;* ‘

Examgles* ﬁienya, happy, fem. adjective, siewya,w
valid, eienya, watev wheel; zienya dbecene, 1_
tmienya, eight, tfuliyye, childhood; rjuliyya, Mﬁ;
fmanhood, manliness, ebuhiyya, beauty, dinya, ﬂlt-

xeworld gidya, kid, tilya, a fill' mirya, mirrorsggf
'—-'1ﬁvidya, envy; familya, family, paril;a, ﬁ

ilfpair* tnalya, plnoere. /yknpilya,_brush, brzlya,;;
‘bridle Siniliy&s mffler, Lo | PR

(1) Some of the Maltese writeps. argue that, 'yt in thie L
~'context should be maintained in- the. standard orthograpmm

But if phonetice must preva11 over etymology, those who
: : L T maintain




'“ i '1et' or a. + a cqnsonant (M.V.), or (ii) 'ie' (S.M.) +

3 one consonant, other than ’t' ‘and (iii) by 1 in (S M-) ;:ﬁ

,ji5{ €;:

:(b) It may also occur - in final syllable closed (1) by  ;}1

l-E g@gles- _ T . e

| (i) tminyiet, eig‘nts, ﬁmeriyyiet, stupidities,

- sbun‘iyyiet, beauties, g:l.dyiet, kids, dinyiet,‘.;}.ff

w>“f worlds, jiryiet, courses; tayya.r, cotton, L

| ",_éﬁayya-t, tailor, bayya'd, whiteWasher,~g~§l?f¥:
o parilyiet, pairs of horses; tnalyiet, |

tweezers. karriyylet, chariots. pyaniyyiet, i?@

lplans, inkalya r, roasting. inkalya-t,  /“ i

"roasted°:Talya n, Italian; fajya n, pheasant.;

'.(ii) aayyied,‘fisherman qcyyies, msasurers; R

_.: i‘fé&yieé}iuseful. ‘,' .%, ) .-;‘ _f’:.

(iii)' henyisn, happy, plural adj; ‘zinyi tn, lustful,

| | jeyyi:n,{eomih§§~ addeyyi n, passing, -

‘-XEQyiin,'high;fﬁamyi,n, hppfs

maintain that it should not be 80 represented have a -
better ‘case. It is a fact that in current Maltese TR
in thls context tends to. disappear..' e




- as we shall see further on from their formal behaviour,

“‘(1i1)jamggfﬁiéﬁwﬁones"

The diphthongs of Maltese are
| (1) aw, er lw’

3fiThe following groups, with initial pharyngalisation,\géj"“I

: _morphologically the equivalents of consonantal radicals, ff;

‘_“'are sPecial diphthongs which, in several instances, agreef??

: or disagree w1th their unpharyngalised corr93pondences.ij?§f
(1) gfaw, g”ew, : e
(2) 7-ay, ;V%y

"Orthographically, 'J”W‘ is represented by gﬁu‘ and_’ |

A'j%y by gﬁi’ followed by one consonant only.‘ Fnr

| instance,’}eyd Easter, in the standard orthography, ghi d,

andjréwda, pieee of wood, standard orthooraphy, gnuda.__fii

: nialecticallya» ghu’ is. also prcnounced.{ﬂ. (Vittoriass);Ei
| and‘Y%w (Valletta), where *y%y is also sounded.;yéy .ffiﬁ;'
© these two instences, whieh are aistinctiy di&lectical, g

» rwe do not follow the pronunciation of Valletta._’




‘ »is always gtressed..(m.v.)

TU R

Quantsty Criteria.\

(1) The diphthong ‘aw' may be stressed or unstressed.

: (M{V.). When it is unstrensed it is comparative1y shorteriQ
Tor exanm]e, raw na, they uBW us, but awnemk, here.ﬁ Tn
_qnick cantinuous sPeecb, the lenvth difference is general~}?

ly ellwﬁnated.

Ex Qle.‘rawnaw nekk u nia /sellmulm.ej , they ssw . -

us here and dﬁﬁnot saluﬁe.‘;§ e

A:,\, ;\ =

(ji) "AW An. Final position in a elosed or 0pen syllab1e”fi

Examgle-‘darraw, they accustomed, —-Lawkaw, cocoa.;;fo

1ﬁ(ill) gﬁw" is always 1ong even i unstressed but com-.‘

paratjvely more /80 1L streaseé. FQr exampla, 1 awd{i n

jew minnﬁ{gwde 3 The Gozitans came from.Gozo, 1n which the

S r"‘ilaw‘i(i mis 11ﬁtle shor'ber thsn that in f'. awdej

' PositionS Gf the dlphthong "AW“

It may occur besides alone, as a separate &emantlc .

"unit 1n the sense of 'here'; orthography 'haw‘, also.t‘ﬂ.«ﬁf




(1) Initia]ly, fallowed by one consonant only, in the

‘.followina sporadic monosyllablas. (s. M.),_ |
awn, here, of which aw' ia a variant, awl, beginning,§

i contextually occurring in the composite phrase% "awl 111eyr'

the night before, and awllmes, tha day before yeaterday,iigf

but more commonly ewl' l.y o j_f  ~;xi§ﬂ_  7~,~:f;?w

(2) (a) Interconsonantall;, 1t may occur preceded end ‘:i;ﬂ
followed by one eonsonant. (Largely S M.) o AJ‘J‘“
e Examgles- ﬁawt, trough' qawl, idiom, sawt 1ash,‘igw
e dawl light, rawt, cow e dung .ﬁe- cawl,ii f5:};

i ,; rooks~ Sawl Saul. - “ »' | .“I
;}};Q‘ (b) e abov@, hut followed by one: ccnsonant plus g;%ff
wﬁié vowel Ar‘by a vowel only (a, 1, 1) in which caae, '-53”}%1
medial 'w' is 1cngtnenea._- kS n,”'
Examgles./qawwa, strength'iqawwi,-strong, qawwu,fg

L strengthen'/sawma, fast.;-.

‘& consonant group, followed by (1) one or more consonanteﬁjﬁ

(c) It also oacurs 1nter§onsonantally precaded by’if%
oxr (il) by pharyngaliaed.vowels 'ha' and 'hom' /
l

Examgles-'qrawk, they read you; qrawlna, they (
“ read (for) us, qrawha, they read her (it),v-ffu

qrawhcm, they read them.-




5

:  (3) (a) Finﬁll s it occurs in open syllable of mono_._;;fa
_'syllables. (M V-).».l"i"'”“ S 7 ‘

EE&EE&E_’: raw, ‘they saw; saw, as. far as hére,'lf?
. orthography sa haw, ahaw, they ceased, ftraw,‘ji%

: they bought'ia- stmaw, they esteemed.

(b) Also in the final, closed or 0pen, syllable
of aissyllables. “ '

Examples' daf%aw, they accustomed to, darrawk,»éf

they accustomed you to. pL 

. As the examples show, and as we shall see better

*hf?in Morphology, this is a Verbal and not a Nominal pattern;fﬂ

. jfﬁv

- This sound ocecurs: D o
() Initiall »: followed (a) ’by a consons.nt or (b) vy
""“"el or 'w!' 'featul‘lng in Patterna With or without interv;
voealic medial w' 1engthened. e L ' s
Examples-‘ .> | ',\.‘v T B R

a) 'y§WdeJ Gozo"ygﬁqji, Gozitan-'zgwj, trouble-tﬁf
jj‘awl, 1niquity. 7/§wm, swirmning, Zy/&WSeq, box

thorn,.A”‘”‘

(b) aﬁéwi, instlgation,@”ﬁwwi, instigate - imperative
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f(?) Interconsonantallg,:(&w oecurs only in the morpho-Aufik<
10310&1 derlvatives of P%VJ and d%y”’ it may . also be fol-; 
1owed by 'ha' and 'hom‘ ” f | ,“ ", ' "' o
Examgle : r awlhom, they pastured for them-

da awlhom, they wished them evil, ra awha, |
they pastured h@r, ré{ﬁwhom, they pastured 5 7"
- thems );", ,j‘b_,; | .‘,[“‘, | '"[
‘ (3) Finalll, in open syllable, also in the Verbal scatter
- of réja and. dqfa. as. eréw, they pastured, dgyéw, they L

‘lﬁblasphemed.':en

. 'EW' and ! Ewi

Quantity Oriteria

(1) Init'ial 'ew and '”r‘éw' ‘mey both be stressed and
unstressed. Unstressed w' 1s comparatlvely short, but o

g unstressed 'ew' is always oomparatively 1onger then ‘ew"v

“f"though slightly shorter than stressed 'gew'

| (i1) 'ew! in Final position whether'in 0pen or c]osed B
| syllable, is always stressed, hut :‘ ) -
(ij}\’f%w'; occurring Finallx in open syllable is always
unstressed; end stressea 1n closed syllable.,' R
Exagples-/biegéw, they sold- but bie}éwk, they sold 'f

you.
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~ Positions of 'EW'

This diphthong may occur

-(1) Initlally, in. the following word3°-"ew;tor, varlant

fésof the less common 'aw; ewwieq, plural “of uqiyya,ﬂan7zym';'

: .ounce weight, ewwel, first' and ewwilla, perchanoe.lif””

(2) Interconéonantally;it'may be'ﬁreceded by (i)?ohe"*'

':Tior (i1) more consonants, inoluding one; consonant plus semiﬁ
- vowel 'w', and followed by one op” more conuonants. It o
may also be followed by tha'. and. 'hom' | -
Exagmle ) newl, 1oom, bews, kissing, jewz, |
walnuts, mewt, death, zewj, couple, lewza; nut,g
/éewa, 1t cost; @ewqa, a de31re, sewwa,khe put |
: __rignt;flewa, he twisteds /tlewa and ’intlewa, he
twisted himself,‘ﬁewwa, inside, tfewh, ‘they ex-?lz
Atinguished it; nsewha, they forgot her; nsewhom,f
vthey forgot them,’nlewwa, sweetness; dnewwa, .
eviolence-‘Jtewa, he was roasted,{jwewha,(they
roasted her‘_fwewhom, they roasted “them. -
It occurs also*~ififi ‘ _» _,.,‘>.l .
(3) Finall s in (1) monosyllables 1n open -syllable (:i..*a.).ﬁj_,_1
dissyllables, in morphologically closed or open syllable’f;;




Examgl es s _
(1) yew, or; jew, they cams - 1nside; law, or'ﬂi;t

‘ sew, good qléw, they have fried. mlew, they  ¢

have filled, sewewthey have cost. B
'"(ii) dewwew, they cured, dew@ewk, they cured you-gh.
= ‘neﬁﬁew, ‘they. took off; nehhewk, they took youff
 Of Py e servew, they served- sef@ewﬁ, they f 
'“<tiserved him, fornew, they furnished' and b

o forhewh, they furnished him.j1

Note:": Final ew' in morphologically open or - -
'closed syllable is shared by a mixed Verbal vocabulary,
‘but we can tell which patterns are exclusively Semitlc byti
“the' following criterion-- such patterns are Semitic if S
»tfinal diphthong is. preceded.not by a eonsonant group but j:
by a long ponsonant.' So contrast sellew, they saluted, ;1
‘with servew, theyvserved.v' It.willralsp be noticedAthatJfﬂu
'in the mixed vocebulary final 'ew' is a morphological de- -
,llvelopment.\ S.MhlteSethﬁs ﬁé'ﬂbﬁﬁs with‘fiﬁalt;ew' in‘u"'x
open syllable, in contradistinction from,non-Semitic

| Maltese, which has a few such patterns as we shall show

\'*further,on.
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Positions ofoﬁfEW!

(1) Initiall ) this pharyngalieed diphthong occurs in .

the following worde' 3ewda, piece of wood, orthographyohis‘
i ghuda, szdiet, pieces of- wood, orthography gﬁudiet,

"fg”éwwietaq, young hene- and Lo e

| (2) Interconeonantallx preceded, and followed by a.

Aconsonant with vowel ‘a' after it.; The preceding con-‘tihé'
sonant may also be one of the propoeitional consonantsh‘

| (03 :E', t, mn) in phonological junction with initial /éw.

‘ Exaggles. b{éwla, mules, orthography, bgﬁula, ‘:hffv;‘

njéwla, horse ehoes, orthography nghula,' o :

j by/wda, with a piece of wood, orthography b'gﬁhda{

(') ~(i) It aleo-ocours in the fineIVelosed syllable 0f~
“diseyllabic words, that may be morphologically 1ncreased‘:;1
';_'by a or iin, as mingf’ewl or mi1/”wn, devilish, ming;éwla, .
”fem. adj., and ming”ﬁli n, plural adjective.e .

(ii) Also Finallx, in 0pen syllable that mey be

‘mohphologieally closed by ’ha and 'ham',las the morpho-5
_1ogica1 development of. words the thlrd rad. of which 1e ]
(Morphological Criterion) L RIS
Examples: begréw, they swallowed, orthography "75
helgﬁu, /faqjew, they burst; qat?&w, they eut,Q;;

%amjew, they heard./bie]ew, they sold, tiefew,jfi

his; mid/“ew, with him. . | ' O




':ﬁsﬁﬁsd;

) This diphthong which is never pharyngaliaed occurs
‘_finside words, preceded by a consonant and followed by ya,jf;

nd the morphological modifications thereof 'yiet' (S.M.);j;

 an echo, klwya, a burn. llwya, a bend; siwya,.f{;ff
fg an appreciation, With their plural forms tiwyiet,ig
folds, kiwyiet, buons, etc.- :

‘Note: With the exception of' ’1iwya‘, whioh I have heard

lvery often, the other words belong to literary Maltese..; ﬁ;

'Pooiﬁioﬁéfoﬁ'?AYf

_ In Semitic Maltese, this diphthong never occurs AQ;f
initially, but | :

(1) Interconsonantallx preceded by ono or more oonu'iﬁo

O

”sonants and followed by one or more consonants (M.V.),xllgfi

Ekgggggﬁ‘\ ﬁhyt, wall, sayf, summﬁr{ tayn, mud,ig

;tayr, fowls, ﬁayr, inducement, tayt, I have f;

'given. rayt, Thou hast seen'ﬁ-—(cayt, jokes;gr

,humour, Kayr, Cairoa — tlayt, : aseended,%:;
_tmayt, I fed° tmaytna, you fed us, qlayt, I f%
l‘have gained'fqlaytkmn, I have pulled you

»’«out; - fdayt, I have trusted; fdaytna, youj}




e

have trusted ua; Stmayt, you have esteemgd;’“““

:f stmaytkom,‘l have esteemed you.oﬁ L

It will be noticed that words with interconsonantal

*‘ay in mixed vocabulary are morphological Verbal modifica45

Z{tions and not Noun patterns. The only non—Semitic excopixgi
tion I know is smaynf, a servant belonging to the &oldiers f

(Falzon) which I heard in Vittoriosa pronounced sma.gtu,jgsz

- also zma.g tu.

. (2) Finallx in (i) the open syllable o:f.‘ two mon-

‘:“syllables (S.M.) and (il) in the closed or 0pen syllablei;‘;;,

of dissyllables. (M.V.vrare) IR TR
| | (i)-» hay, alive,u ray, :f:’ree choioe. = 1

C(1) harray, dlrty, vile (vulgar) the only

SN with final 'ay! in open- syllablesi?fi

—— gadray,' a bum boat man. y
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Posltions of ?”& . ' o f Lo

(1) Initiall , this dlphthong may be followed by a
i’fﬁconsonant or a_Vowel, in which case intervocalio y is -
ﬁ;?lengthened. o R R P

E gmgles~wy3ya, or more eommonly,]ﬁ&ya; weariness,;,
fatigue, gﬁyb, disgrace, ?eydu°n, and more. ‘
commonly,”ygydu't, saying;?”éyya°t, clamour, |
‘(eyya, he tired,ﬁﬁmmyar, he called names,;féyyat,
he shouted, jféyyeb, he mocked,z/gyyen, bewitched
by evil eye'- y”yyej 5. maintained family etc.,f
zrayn, eye;‘gﬁynn~na, help, ?ﬁyta, a shout,'yayyien,
tired'zgy ien, livelihood,"yﬁyb, disappeafance, R
=Tﬁ&yeb he caused to disappear;(f”&yu-r, jealous,lf;
'TMyyar, to oloud, obsolete.;(?yr, except, 1§§t, ill
i1l o o | .

(2)‘ Interconsondntally, this pharyngalised diphthong o

| appears as a?hy, and it is preceded by one consonant and
~also followed by one consonant, or by more if morphologic;ﬁo
ally incressed. | | _'>4 L |
Examgles' daféyt, I have blasyhemed, faT%&t}{I~haVe'l
pastured, dajﬁytlhom, T wished them.evil, rayﬁytlek,'

X pastured for you.~?




;&;;(3) El£§£lx: and in OPen syllable "Xéy occurs in the5wji

ey

‘ffollowing three words only'; rayEy, shepherd, dﬁ?”y,
"blasphemer, nq{éy, whimperer B

Notei The above three words are singular noun patterns;;fg

’ishould we.. add the mnrphological suffix a' to obtaln the ?¥?
iplurals thereof, intervocalic y is naturally lengthened

E kaccording to the general rule we have often referred to.{f}

(1) When used alone, this diphthong has a semantic'“;

a function of 1ts own in the aense of "Come qnick"';as ey;’
~haffef, quick, hurry up! ey 1awn, come here; ey a.ra
andl, come and see what I have got. | |

It does not. oceur . nitiallx in words, ut 1t occursf f

(2) (a) Interconsonantallx, preceded and followed 5

,by one consonant. (M.V.).~

Ex gles.' beyt, roof* beyn, between' bey.h,:v_ ?;;
‘"'selling, deyl, 1ong hair, deyn, debt; deyma,;.é

'Wf standing guard; keyl, measure; keyla,

-measure, keyn, submlssion (obsolete word), ‘
. 'ileyn, towards him, 1eyk, towards you, leyl:yf:;
ﬁif'night; 1eyn, towards, meyda, table--meyt,f“j{;
_dizziness, neyba, the eye-tOOthv scyf, sword{;f

weyba, a measure, weyda,) mall hand, feyb,, 3;§




| f,fand followed by one, or more morphological consonants;f!

'o_-in this case is-a Verb (S.M.)

‘3'(1) 'seyyer 3is for hypothetical 'seyer' but‘With'

”J_o.:ék;

'"fif white hair,‘zeyda, extra, additional. zeyt;ff?;f

e oil, jéyn, nothing; zeyza, mother s breast.izfjﬁ

Lo ""'"‘"' keyk, cakeo

(b) It may also be preceded by a consonant group;f&3§

"‘!fithat is, not belonging to the original wor‘?pattern whichff

.Ex ples. bdeyt, 1 began; bkeyt: T Wel’*" fdey t’

ﬁedeemod, jneyna;”small garden:‘jbeyna, small

.eheese,‘jweyﬁa, rather old, mleyna, we have

*a;:i;filled; hleytu, you have wasted, qleytna, you“g

|  hhave‘doub1e ovossed us* nqleyt, I was taken in

'f nhbeytu, you concealed yourselves, »Bteyqer, he%ﬁ

””}revived, eame round. A.Tﬁa”'”

(o) It also ocours preceded by one consonant or by ‘

- 2& consonant group, and followed by & vowel, with a con-5 o

féoquEnt 1engthening of intervocalio gt (S.M.) ,;,’7'

Ex ples‘ deyyaq, narrow, seyyer1, going,

feyyaq’ he cured' hleyyaq* Oreatures, tqeyyes, .

it was measured, deyyem, always.af

o
SO

1ntervoca c y lengthened. For historioal process,
~efy

: - 8ayer oy seyer c‘seyyer.. For deyyagséﬁ
-~ eof.. 'A. )J/M and fox* deyyem 1\- “ 9’1}-- |
se = . ".‘~, \9/ ) (' - . N \- ;‘ _,r B




(3)“ (a) Flnallx in the open syllable of (1) monosyllablesﬁ?

(s. M.) ., and (ii) dissyllables (S.M.). |

|  Exem ple - :’{ | |
(i) jey,-: coming, hey, hurry up, quick,

ley, towards, ney, unripe, ey, nothing,

fey, where.‘;f

(ii) '}ﬁddey, passing,gfénney, singer* feddey,;ff

redeemer. Jeréey, jockey; qaddey, servant;f

'qaﬁQey, reader, jbintey, two cheeses,

A HbiZtey’ tWO 10&V63.j”éyney, two eyes,;;”iﬁ

>‘§aa;tey, two hours. .

‘::Note- In (11) the dlphthong may be cloaed by any- of the

‘morphological eonsonants and followed by 'ha‘ or 'hom'

I RS

| The positions of 'yEY'

Hav1ng no 1ndependent semantic function.when used

;valone, unlike ey y it occurs--,:’A

(1). Initiall , followed by one cansanant or vowel in the»LQf
ufollow1ng words' | ', | . s
g@ples°'X€ya, (variant ofzraya), he felt tired'lix
Xéyﬂ, Easter@}’r;-a& an 1mperative,s'5ay', and

jféyra, jealously. - o




.66“\‘;

; (2) Interconsonantally, (i) g”éy occuvs between “two -
'consonant50-(ii) in Words beglnning with an initial con—-;“
sonant group‘]éy ig preceded by 'i' (Iy”y)

Examples.

(i) bfeyp, distant, beyt, mission,(}kyr, harley,i‘

| Zzyr, small. 8”&1, lighting. -
(11) triYéy@, trembllng, tmg{éyk, wal1owing, B
tqizkyd, placing., with final sylleble morpho~}

logically increasable, as tmi eykom, your

. (‘ wallowing, tmﬁféykna, ovr wallcging, ete.

thé" Another variant pronunciatlon of the above pat-'-i

terns, 1n some’ parts of Malta, is tréyi d, tqefi d, x.f.*“
tme 1:k, etc, '

(3) ey aleo oceurs in the Final syllable of dissyll&bles-}
CBx gmg]es. m;{éy, with me-’tgyey, mine, fr%f%y, .
branchas, gbigr&, baﬁtinadoes, tliygy, ascents.“”

thé- Pharyngalisation in this context is only very f:‘" .
-slightly perceptible, even in the peasants' pronunciation,i

a more common variant of. which, in the towns, is concurrent-

/

‘1y, miey and also’ﬁiyyey, tlyey and also tiyyey, ete.
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The bipﬁthong !IE'

Phonetically 'ie iB approximately like io in |
English bid, beer; place of artlculation & 1ittle farther _
back.~ In some words, it inxerchanges with a"as werqiet,j
~E.1eaves; 8180 werqa-t, nahiet, quarters, districts, also
Egtnaha t. \w\  ; ‘ ; . R e, ,
| When preeeding g or q in the standard sPelllng, 
it is generally historibally represented by '1" for
instance, smigﬁ, hearing, for smieh, triq, road,Afor f

trieq, rq1q, thin, for rqieq.

| Pbsitibnsf6ff&IE':

It occurs:

“) Tnitially, as. 'iebes' hard# 1enor,'other, (SeMe)e

“(2) (a) Interconsonantallx, preceded and followed by a

"cowsonant (M V.), or a semi—Vowel. (%.M.)

- Examples: bieb, door; fify , 1n whets jieb, ne =?
brought, jieh, honour,-Jiez, trousseau, jiex,-“
has he come?. kiel, he ate; kies, cup, wied,.n‘?

: vaTIey; kiewi, burning;i‘kiewya*(fem. ad j. ),;'
liem, he chided- Qiena, I, yieqaf, he stops-'

L — cieda, he surrendered; piena, paing




mieta, fiwea measure; cief, petrel,

(b) 'ie' also occurs preceded by a consonant group

(S.M.) or a consonanx plus one seml vowel, (M.V Yy

EE_-REEE' tllet&: three, fllen, neighbours,i;ff£f§
fkriehet, she grew ugly, zyieda, increment, 5:

tyiéba, goodness, fwzeﬁa, fragrance,.

‘fwie.a, :u.ver, bniet, girls, k.liewi, kidneys,j

”twieql, windows, — pwieni, pains. B

uiwﬁg(B) It also occurs 1n the Final closed syllable of dis-‘{

;~:Zsy11ables, and of trisyllables, in the 1atter instance f

followed by t (iet) (M.V.).

Eﬁﬁﬂ@lﬁg-'ﬁaddiem, workman,apajjiel’ hasty, |
‘torjien, stairs; ’Sebbiet, maidens'f I

vtrablyyiet, dust~ rdumiyyiet, cliffs-f-4¥*i_

1:x_3ﬁcanjier, money changer,vbarbier, barber,
ﬁ”f'papiet, p0pea°zpatriyyiet, friars, |

o soriyyiet, nuns.

.‘- ‘M\_’
5008 uF




‘;dependently of their phonological positions. certeip of Te;

‘*ﬁﬁfeatterns dealt with are dieeyllahic and trisyll&blc ae

(iv) . VOWEL SEQUENGES .

\ We have, 80 far, dealt with the poeitionel criterie
of- the vowels- in the following alphabetical 1iet, we o

 deal with themoae eequencee 1n consecutive sylleblee 1n~?f}i

the wael sequencee include aleo morphological increments. s

5§:words of four syﬂlables are rare in Melteee, generally R

-morphological 1ncrement resulting fromw;hevaddition of pre-i
_fixee \1nt' 'i': to the orlginal vocalic sequences, a few
are compoeite nouns, ene'the reet are foreign, which cen
‘always be checked as such by the sequence of thelr firet
three vowels.& While all poesible ehort vowel sequences are
-gliven, 1ong vowel eequencee ere included only 1f they exlst

in the 1anguage.f

To make the liet ae comprehensive as possible and
eaey for reference we have bracketed 1inguietic 1nfonma—'fft

tlon by ueing the following abbreviatlons.;ifzq




N N

N (Y S

)

(2)
)

. S.‘I‘I{“ ., .

MoVes -
R _and loen woras.

R

to indicate that such vocalic SRR
seqnence occurs in Semitic Malyeae L

ionly —_— 1aan words excluded,

that it occurs in Semitic Malteseiﬁ{%

that 1t exists’ in 1oan words -[f7ff?5
with which we shall deal. expressly;(ﬁg}
but not in Semitic Maltese. SRR

for Hone, meaning that- in Maltese,fﬁ3

. whether Semitic or not, no such

vocalic sequence exists.J,;;_.
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'FQ(Y)?fSTRESS}f

Preliminary Remapks iEA‘°‘”“

-.-—————-—-———.-.--—--—-

 '*“ff(a) | In Maltese all 1ong vowels are stressed but not ¥5ff"
Coell stressed vowels are’ long, as 'i' in iben, son, and SR
' “1 dek, your hand, in issa, now, and i sa, quick, hurny,j~

o while the diphthong 'ie‘ is always stressed, and when it?j

”}loses its accent 1t changes to ’e' or '1' ‘a8 diehel,-*?'

'fgoing in, plural, deﬁli n, or diﬁli n. - e

Note' For the interrelatien; and 1nteraction of
qnantity and stress review the voealic» ‘

E positions. }

_'(b) There can be only one stress in the same word,~but

'“pharyngallsed vowelB; always bear a Sort of secondary

:f stress side by slde with the main stress on one of the l‘

- ;following syllables. EEhy 3 - )
: For example° cf.lthe a‘ innnqtu.l killed° with

"’a]* positionally, its morphological corresPondence

“in Hmjfu~f, known. o

”f‘(c) The natural stress of monosyllables depends on the

.Llength of their vowels whieh has been dealt with else-'fefg

! i:‘where and the ‘tempo' of speech.-




L;;4i:}ﬁzﬁffﬁf

‘ In quiok continuous talk or reading, the quantity
":ﬂ'iijof monosyllables 13 also affected by the following WOI‘d
’fi,with which they amalgamate forming the initial thereof,

".f‘conforming to No 1 of the following rules.¢

. Positional Rules on Stress . .|

'fgi(1) | In Maltese words of more than one syllable,,the »;{:i
f"stress falls (1) on the penultimate (M.V.) and (11) on
"'-‘the last (M.V.) L o |

| (i) /tifla, girl,.jitwi, wintry, gitwiyya, (fem.

.adj ),/bidwi,u man peasant, bidw1yya, woman »

ﬁpeasant /baﬁri, sailor, baﬁiiyya, kind of ff°

“bee; maqtu-la, killed- merfqyé, preserved, féi
rifnajja.ra, stone dressers-'ommok, your ) "‘f

: [mother; iéolbu, pray (imperative), sewweytu;'
';lyou have mended;'e-4karta, paper, reji na,l}%
"queen- sulda.ti, soldiers, Ingilterra,;vj*f |
JllEngland, Franﬁi i, Freneh, demonyi, deﬁons;
e 'i kati na, chain.oﬁjv_ R 4" .A E Cie
"‘.f:l(ii) 'maq&u°1, killed,%”ézaqt, I have augs ﬁanzi r,f
?¢;pig, berﬁu-q, aprioot, tayﬁa.r,-cotton,ilg o

‘5f_ﬁhizteyn, two 1oaves, rijieyk, YOHP lﬁgsv ‘Vli




“"*seftu-r, Servant, bordell nb‘othel, rukkell,
reel ‘gustu.s, cnarming, sur’gent, sergeant,

-v»...‘diamond, buqqa 1, jug. MR

o 4~:-(°) The ltress falls on the 1ast syllable“' L

(a) when the f:i.nal S.Yllable closes with one con-—

_,_’;_.,conant preceded by, (1) ‘i' (M.V.),- (11) 'u' (M.V.) or

“‘Example . |
(i) hani n, kind.,“

‘ fighting; ﬁzi z,

shuttle. cércu*r, a shabby man, :——- virdu.n,

‘gréenfinch, vapu.r, $hip, ;juvintu.’r ’ youths,

(111) 'naddiem, 1abourex". fzzien, 1azy, berquqiet,

""",-qalts:l.et‘, trouser

‘~-:ff\.;j}lapricots; aqqufiet ’ pot sherds,

. arcipriet; arch priest, papiet, PﬂpeSrf

; pri nt er ,?;5 -

ﬁ_fbaI"bier’ bax‘ber. il R




(b) When the last syllable ends (i) in a closed - |
pharyngalised diphthong (u.M-) or (ii) in one of the un—"
pharyngalised dipbthongs in closed or Open syllable
(MV) NS |

| -*ﬂxﬁxmgﬁes;'j i ) _ - L
B (i) ferXéwn, a wicked man; benkﬁwt,“a flea-‘
'-n-miyfbwn, cursed, mln)ewd1, shaky, ‘
. yif‘mir}’ewj, a:f‘fronted, insulted,v
_f(ii) ilaw, this way, darraw, they tnalnedfo-ﬁi
my‘:f‘?darrawk, they accustomed you, dewwew,if-wi
' *Tﬁthey cured, zamﬁewk, they held you, f;}lyﬂ

-g.genQey, a - buyer, sem&gyt I mentioned,

tlﬂ?babaw,gbogey, gadray, a bum'boat man'i
"ébatew, they suffered, servew, they
l“fserved, ser@ewh, they served hlm, paﬁew,}p
;jy’fiﬁpanel, kahew, cameo' kaﬁrew, descriptiva
‘”f;fledger of land property. o . N

| (9) wnen final syllable ends in a (M.V ) or 'i' (S.M.);
) followed (i) by a consonant grouy,»or (11) by a long -

B consonant as the phonetic implication of two consonants :

in morphological junction (S.M.)

(1) This form is not in the M. dlctlonarles, but I have ‘
: often heard it used in Gozo (mon’ ar) in the .sense- of 3
: 'shaky iy - contentually always applied offensively to.

a person suspected to be. shaky with fear or lack of
.. energy. 1t is a regular paasive parcitmo]e pattern of.;
M., rieXéd' of. A._§}f s .




As to (11) 1t 1s important to note that jf such

gﬁﬁlong consonant is not the phonetic implication as descrl

;{;ed, the word is_non~3@mitic as we shall show under tha

2 z

.....

:;proner heading.

Examglesr o iy B
, (:1,) farfart., I brushed. | gergirt,j you grmnb] ed._.,,.

Tﬁmn1t, I did,v——— ﬂyamant dlamond,

: ,* \urznant tur’oan pastard, ca»uliflower.,._:[,;*_VA;V';?
(11)xiqaﬁbadt, sounded qabbatt, I employed,

ﬁabbattf‘, wirh £insl

slong'cansonant {*radical t +$morphologica1@;{

t, I struck,tcontrast habbat, he struck.gf'*f

‘“-“(4) when final syllable ends in 'aly. closed by one

'1n the sequence is 'u or

oty .
- "‘.‘ .x, -

tli» .-JE ;jiffiﬁfi‘driver- tila;r,




1,Sﬁné$$‘oroiisSyilobio.wondS-with‘vocalic'seduénoe a-a -

in dissyllabic wovds with a - a as. their vowel seqnence,

. with the second 'a! in the final syllablo precedea ]‘ S

The criterion for ascertaining the stress p051tion .

(1) by a 1ong conaonant, or o |
(ii) by & consonant group and followed by a

: consonant only,

I‘ia purely morphological LA :

: (1) if it is ‘B Noun or descriptive pattern, the :
: stress falls on the final syllable,'* : RS
- (2) if it is a Verb pattern, on ihe first syllable.

Ex Eles' ﬁabbat, he knocked, but ﬁab’ba't, the

person that does the knocking, whence we get

'*“§;ﬁ‘the derivative Habba.ta. For stress—praetice

b; and comparison note the following sentences-}

T‘”q-","g/édtii habbat il}iab/ba. ta} gfémilta ta Babbast ,

'ffﬁu ﬁabbatﬂ you told me strike the knocker, ;I
'?accepted to knock (literally played the part
”of the knooker) and knooked- also, ﬁabat littfal
/bﬁatba w141 /ma:c-tu nefbate bil ‘rfab/ba- ta u’habbat
241 /;ja.ra 11 riedet taf 53ara = he- struck the
Jlgﬁchildren with a piece of wood, his wife he'__j“’

_struck with a knooker and he worried the neigh—tﬂ

,4jbour who wanted to know what happened.‘ Other

’ 78'\'_“‘




ﬁ:ﬂexamples are-y baﬁhan, he stultified, but

/laqlaq, he stammered, but

'l'bahna :n, stupid,
-”ailaqla-q, stammerer°./%artas, it, or he,'

 fimaae bald;. but far%a.s, bald, Qertas, he
'fillwrappe& up in a parcel, but qa?ta-s,‘a:j'l

‘Tfparcel, etc,::]_-~

o
.‘-4 ,(

The accent falls on the fivet syllable in words_f B

o ending in any of the three vowels, 8y i: or u, or. ha, .l

: 'and also in hom (N V.), in all the VErbal patterns so

flong as the final syllable is not morphologically in~ _ aﬂ

'jfcreased, and in all the phonological positions not 1n~'"‘

. cluded under A._

4 s v - .

A LN e
C

o

. ‘Stress _snljting"ﬁ'

. When a Astress‘-ending is. attached to a word withf-g
the stress on the penultimate or. 1ast syllable, the new .“

pattern thus obtained conforms to the above rules.’




j xa glesﬁi?in-;ahrl, thelaccent fallbﬁon 'ba' but

'f o baﬁriyya (o= bahri;+,yya) accent shifts qn kdfiff

‘Qﬂto the_Penultimate,Hin‘maﬁmu'Js dirty, stress

"?fgpis on’ the final syllable (Cf. 2, ii), but 1n

an:plural maﬁmuai n, stress shifts on. to final 1 n

5"by eriterion A 2 1. Other examples are-'bniedem




’.fnow 1ist in the alphabeticalﬂorder of the dictionaries

‘3‘;first a list of consonants”that may occur initlally aa

Z'ffa group, then the various consanantfsequences whereby

f”we can very_often, but not always, tell i a word is

instance When we

fycannob tellﬁthis from theﬁconsonant.seqmence alone, take ff

m*ﬁnlfloan word fidi 1y faithful. it has the consonant seqnenceff

-i"of a Semitic'basef!m. fédalivtheMeiremalned, it is the

‘,help‘us to‘degide. In a few - very few - instances, it

T“Take, for 1nstanee, M- falda, joint Of meat, which you

v"‘?'find in Italian 1n the sefsé»of "carne/attaccata alla |
. : i R ] A o S

_vocallc criterion i - i., which is foreign, that can _"dgﬁ

) ;f\;;nly that can help us to decide.}‘

VE 1ombata (Ziwgarelli) and also 1n A. Y.}ﬁQ, slice of meat.ﬁ

"But as these 1nstances are very few = a matter of Spor-ﬁﬂQ

‘ thadic accidental similarltles - we should be always able

| to tell 1f a wora 15 structurally Semitic, where the conyq

: j,sonant seqnences will not»help, by any of the multiple

e -‘-‘-':?f:{criteria that e shall have established in the Whole




The list practically covere all the ground forms

| of Semitic Maltese which, with the exception of 8. few

:;.Nominals and Deecrlptivee marked f, are productive of

o M;.further verbel scatter more or 1ese numerous, conforming-ﬁ'

)fto a eet of wordppetterne with which we shall deal 1n el"i
‘etworphology.z For the few lonelv, unproductive forms,; .

such as exclametlone end other particlee, supplement the'

"f;ilist by’ Part B, Morphology (The Invariable Element)

Because of their 1inguistic potentelities, their

_ability to expand formally, these consonant sequences
';~3Q3will be referred to as. Baees. As 8 rule, euch baeee are£f7

5"¥ made up of three coneonente that, in whatever formal ex—4ef
’ iﬂmuch their vocelic sequences, the incenstant element

',thelr order, with the exception of semi vowels‘Jw' end
g y ,'1nitie11y, medlally, or flnelly which, 1n certaln
‘patterne, dieappeer though when they reappear in othersAHHQ
(fiineV1tably retein their baeic order, for which reason wef
|  Qhave described them as: 'Inconetant Raalcale Note, ﬁf1 JE
7;_;however, that a medial eemi vowel "w! or y , . when' fol-
xlowed by another eemi vowel y formelly, behaves ]ike
f{the conutent elemenu of the beee, thet 1e, ET) elweye

“features in ite proper ordev ln eLl the fbrmel ucetter.

o Thie phenomenon w111 be deecribed 1n Mornhology, where;-‘

g2

"'¥~5;1 panSlon of the original base they may feature, and however |

_3there0f, may very, will never disappeer, nor ever change_;ff




o8

L

‘i[jﬁhééé;néﬁes@will~he supplemanted. Other bases aTe qusdri

d7latera1, generally onomatopaeic vepetition of a: blcon-if‘"

',gson&ntal baﬁe as damaam, to shake,_dam " dam.

'*ﬂﬁgshajl ahow furth“r on, bhese consonant sequencem_w ex- ”15?

cludlng the unproductive ones = may b@ consonantally

1nbre&3@@fby1rﬁfixes (m, b, nt, st), by infix 'L'; by

:/”fsuffixeu,. and by 1en¢thening:of Lhe midﬂle radicalfhr

. We havoﬁdiStributed the con‘bnant'sequences in two &1;
lists, the f‘irat one aontains the‘ small mmlbew of bases

-fifffi;j:fiin which the radical consonants are: preceded by any of

JfW “ and the seooné, containinv

““ﬁ?the vowels ﬁ. 

'*ff:tbe typical and more numerous bases, with initial con—liffV

’9*Qsonant,orjsenﬁ'vowe1 Tt

We d6a1<firstwwith

'"H;uCéﬁﬁpﬁ@@%}égQﬁpg,théf may occur Initially

Gen@val Remarks . - }9'1:;;Jj,&

“‘gr”{P'xf>mere than Lwo .consonantszQ

. wh.ich ma.v' be\theif il‘St l?V*”O \,fadic’ ﬂls in Phonomgical

junction of any”of the vavi@us baaes we have oiven, er :

“the' two QOnsonap ‘components‘of an unproductlve word.




,,,,,,,

(?) The prepo&itional consonantS-'f‘.and\'b* may
precede any consonant forming witmliﬁ an 1n1t1a1 con= - ﬁfi}
o sonant group which does not otherwjae occur a8 bbieb,_’f;fﬁ
“:';with A door, or fbieb, at X door' beirg or fcric, in bad o
'?,'wweather.r E ' . o |

Now follow the etamples of the varieus consonants |

in, phono]ogical junction with another consonant both

‘i?belng, unlikeithe preposzﬁional consonants, integral

P &Pt S 01‘ the ;&w.()r(i- o i

g (M.V. ¥ bdi:.slj, change»"- bd.o t, pilot. B
(11)'j_*fb}f(s.m. ubyﬁ 1a, mnles, generally sounaed qTéwla;;

'(ili)féﬁlgyﬁ (S.M.;@bﬁayra; melon crops- yﬁél, 11ke._;

J;fﬁiv)'fjf“}k (S.M.);bkeyt; I wept, bku-ra, primogeniture H:“
| ':ET(V)"T* RN
oy

xfﬁblat, racks,—hlu.za, blouse.

“5 ?bhiet, girls,Abnattsi, flne weather.fﬁ;%%

’:"quiyya"remainder, bq&yla, spinach.

V?fkbrlyya,”dandruff,Abratts, ‘the. arm of jff
S e ',Aa chair, ete. - .

,:A(ix}f[g‘ bt;(ﬁﬁﬁ,ﬁfbta-la, hollday, btir; essence.fu."w"ﬁy

>','(i) f;ﬁbs (S.M.);bga'ra, news, b i ma, placenta.‘T f
'(#1) A'_;ﬁé (S.M.)vbza:r, pepper, bza.wi, bernias.

N




z(ii)iif

’(1)}fﬂ“
E ;(1i);
(111),  |
B (iVJ.f
'(g)‘;f

ﬂﬂ-(vii)wf;}

'(viii)
C(ax)

(1) ﬁ_.
(1)
C(a1)

*f'ﬁitiv)

‘w-cﬁ:(SgMi). cﬁa.tar, blusterouq womﬁa..i‘”

;Edh (q.m.)»dh“
'dk (S M.) dkeykna, small stoo] (obsolete)

.fam.(s M.) dmiyya, bloodshea- dmu E, tears. .

““dnewwa, violence., EfL

"”dq (S.M.) dqieq, wheat.

| fé (M.V.) fda.l, remainshwfda.t, trusted.
*ij (S.M ) faiir, bleeding. _' | j' 2
.‘fﬁ (S.M.) fﬁusla, stallions, fﬁu-ig 1yya,9b-<-i“

~?tfk (s.m} fk?eren, turtle, tortoise.

';,:(vjj;f;fl (M‘V.) flien, Mr so~and-so;-f1%5ku n, bottle.

85

2y Witb 'O' asvfiféﬁgébnéonénff

e --.—--m—--——.-——“-—7—--.--—-—--——-

cr (Mth), cra.ret, ragsyﬂcriev, deer.'n

3. With ’D' &s first consonant

ﬁdb (M.v.) dbiel he grew pale dbielet, skirta.
iaf (S.M.) df1 n, burial, gfisr, wreathlng.ﬁ:;;gr.

'n, unction- dﬁa-hen, 1ot of smoke.

4d1 (S M. except in dlonk, often) dliel, 1ong

hair* dla'm, darkness.

dn :(S M.. xcept in dniefel, dolphins) dnu.b, sin,

dr (M.V.) drieﬁ, arm, dra bi, timesr—dragu n, {QV

dragon; drapp, cloth.J5u

With 'F’ as first consonant

“ﬂmwﬂn——--»—"-———m——-a-_—.-.——ﬂl—-l .

scenity.‘z"

 £g;;:if:l



Q'i‘(1§f Initisl gr' \iaue only Semitic in. griebej, huts;

86

~_(v1)‘"fh (M.v.) fnlek, rabbits;—fniedaq, small snOps.*5
".(Vii) ‘fq (S JU ) fqi r,lpoor.ﬁ- '
_(yi}i)_:fn (M.V.) fra.k, cpumbsy;fra;ﬁ, ovéns;
a(ix);'fs,(sjm.):rs;ed,,qbrﬁupﬁion- fsi d, bleeding. .
(g).}fﬁf(sgm.) fti:la;*wi¢1 fis ra,”bun.‘*
- 5. With 'J' as first consonant
‘”.tsg(1)y§»qgg£§;mg);dba.ra, poultiee, 3bi n, forehead.
(i1)  ja (S.M.) Jai:d, new; jau-f, turnins.
: }(;;i)?V jf (s. M.),inep, Shipa. SR |
”*;3(1v)§'*31 (M.V.) dlled, fightlngﬂwﬁiékk,'jacket.‘
| (#)*?;jm (S.M.) jmiel, 1oveliness, jmied, soot..
| (vi)jn (S.M. jnien, g;ard,en, ;)nieb, sides. '
(vii):iljr (M V.):jriewa, pups. jra-net, days.«'
=}§-6 With 'G‘ as the first consonant
'-~a3;(i)f};ga (S M.) gdi m, bitlng, gdiedem, snouts.., ;f
"(;;)]"gn (%.M.) gniedes, bullockﬁ. I

l»(ﬁ;i§f ~ (M.V.) griezem, throats,wgrantsa, bran.’
.A(ii) 3fgz (S.M.) 321 re island; gziewer, kilts. o

griezen,- throatb, and the doubtful- word, grem u:l, 1izards
" morphologicelly, ‘all plural patterns, other s}ngular and |
. plural patterns with initial. ter! like 'granc', crab, and

gra~di, Gegrees, are foreign (Morphological Criterion)




as he flrst consonant

Where still sound.ed, it may form initial group wa.th

d asédi ra, pond- for'X‘adi_ ra, with l as llem for B

o 'feliem, E

‘_gozmella), with n :ln the plural j?, nienel, faldattas. L

signs- and,.in one foreign word, gh’onnella (It.

; .

8._ With H'as the first cansonant

7ﬁﬁk (s M.>17"“f”

‘ ‘i:ﬁl‘:‘\:‘('s‘.»l{l.:‘):‘,»_\ﬁlewwa, sweetneSS° hlieqa, a Jolce.

Tuna'rs clonkey, hmu. ra, redness.
__;;.hniek, gums, ﬁnieS worms. .

‘ nqi r ‘f;\pppression o

(s ‘”"f'.';ff’\'ﬁra.ra, zeal. hrief, 1amb'~°" : |

9 Esa° ra,

mischief, ﬁs:aeb, thought. SR
S M. i-,_tﬁtiyya,:guilt; ﬁtu*ra, sticks. .' | |
““f“?x*ﬁju-na, obesity. ﬁﬁien' e becaus- fat-;?

S.)" Baien, girdle; Ratesa;. rinsworm-




88

‘.L E

9 Wlth 'KI as the flrstgconsonant

(i) kb (S M.)¢€bi'r;jgreat; kble, (hemgoatu.

o (il) ke (S . ) k1 P{xswearnng, 'ﬁVbKingfthe»devilfﬁbﬁi
' i - SPITIRRY S e T solete).::..-.g

kﬁa.lint becane blue,,khﬂli, blulsh.:;nff37

‘t =(1li) k{'(SQM.)”
‘ (iv) kﬂ G, V-)*kli n: fosemary, kllewi, kmaneys,’fff'tﬁf‘h‘

(1) 1 (8t} kniéyéQVGﬁPééhi*akhi£§*zf”'

(1x) Kt (M v.) kbiep, a@ok,;ﬁﬁﬁ ktayyen, chairu":.

‘\hwffjrst consonant

(i) 1b (M.V.) lhies, ﬁresa, R e 1bi c, the south west o
o winde o

(11)13 (5 M.) 1jiem, bridle.-. f‘“

(111) 1h (S M.) 1ﬁleh, greedy,;

At A

(iv) lq (S.M.) 1q1eh, hosPitality.rﬂl |

(v) la (S M.) 131 r, slave, 1Sien, tongue. . l‘ff  e

(v1) 1t (u.M.) lti m, orghan.‘@‘

, -—mn--n-—...—..—-- mm—“m_m——n--—-——-——mmmmw—

(1) mb (M V. ) ut note thet, exéépt in wibizd, Where.,ﬁ
it is the phonetic. implieation of 'nb';’ in?;
wm'?;Semitlc Maltege .initial 'm'.is always a = -
.»;_mOfphologlcal Drefiﬁ.‘ oreign ‘examples ST
R T A are. 1ﬁbatt, R
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R s ﬁ 1ight breeze, mngSatu.r,
o ffﬁf;j  _; amhassador. | | |
»1f (11) mc (M.V.) with initial ’m' a1WQza morphologicalgjf:
| ;gprefix, mcanfar, reprim&nded'-—? o :

'U“fnmeppen, 1mprisoned.

L (iii)md(Mv) Mdiina, the old capital of Maltaj

‘.‘mdieheb, gilaea-_*——— mdanna, mother m

‘b“law.~f"

%w1th initial {m' always a morphological
'1pref1x, mfarrak, shattered;“mfernez, :

'”“maddened.t

““ﬁéféjgmj‘ (S.M;)”with initial"mf always as a msrpho-i;ﬁ;

logical preflx, mjieri, water coursesrtf

himjér :f\isembarking place, mjezz,"

shorn.

fﬁ:(Vijfimg (S‘M,) with initial 'm' alwaya a morpho—v”

1ogica1 prefix.»; mgeddes, piled'-“'
i mgerrej, mqared. | | ’.‘ e
:-(vii)f;mh (S.M.) mha'r, 1impets; mhuh, bralns.‘lif%
(v111) ka (S.M ) w1th initial 'm' always a mﬂrPhOW~oﬂL?

1ogical prefix. mkien, nowhere,

mkebbs, a reel- mkeffen, shrouded.;igf?i

7317f(ii}%}m1 (S M-) mlleh, he became salted, mlies, " 1tﬁ'ﬁ7

became smooth, mlewwen, coloured.~ N

fimn (M.V.) mna.ra, a 1antern, '——-'mna:rya,,f;*"

111um1nation.




- (x1) mq(Mv) ':smqi t,‘ rud.e' mqiefgi, placec‘i\ L
EER A ;lmqieta, timed job.“*“*‘ o

. (xii) o  (S.M ) mra r, bltterness, mra.31, harbours. |
‘_(xiii)fﬁmgf:(s M ) msa ren, bowelsm msell, needle flsh.-;ﬁ

V(xiv)-fmﬁg}(s M.) fmti ra, a furrow, m¢erter, trembling.g;

Axv) m(s M ) m a.t, combs, mjiyya, epic'lemic.

'.(xvi)f’méf’{s.m ) mzaqq, food for birds, mzarjmn,

S branchx- X

 1inkeyya, spite._;'?
.‘Tifnq1 r, pecking, in all other simllar

**#fﬁjunctioné 'n' 1s a morphological

“ Sl ‘kf;'fnsa-ra, Christians, nsi j, Wea’fing*
(viii)‘{nt f(s5MJ)f?ntiena, stench, ntletef, odd remalns.i
‘1f(ix)j5h§,Q(S.M.)ifnjief, arougnt, ngu-ri. soft, tender,j

11 (x)Z nz (S.M )ﬂ nzu.l, descent, nza:r, he was visit@@f




(i)

(il):’
| <i.1i\3~??f'

(i)

<1>"f*
(il);‘l
(111) ;
;*ﬁiy);f
f”f(?§§5°'”“

B )rq

rm

(M'V. ) qra.‘?:"

(S.M.) qbiela, rent, qbl d, seizure.,'> 2
»fE(S-W-) ~adden; 1t grew o1ay qdieh, gohlet."‘

7 “7qfie11, laces, qfief, baskets.
) dfiiby prostitution.*~fjv e LR
”7~£fqlieh, Drofit, q1u~qi, fickle.,5i;'”"

3?CM.V.) qniefea;

heaﬁ"hogs;-qniepel, bells.;fﬂ

'confessiOn, *Qroll, coral,;

qpat i, courts.‘ﬂ

5 (S.M.)1QSa.ri?‘f10%8P€P°tS°u‘fﬁ%
??(S.M ) qta.r, rennet,.q:a n, Gott°n° o

:ﬂ(S.M.) q}u.r, scales (of flsh, etc.)~‘

S'nausea, qzieqea, pigs. o

i. \'

i Wlth 'R' as the first vonsonant.”"'

;m(siﬁi)ﬁirba't, ties? rbu.s, ‘8 puncheon ;
fifﬁiv.yjﬁrdu~m, preclpice, PdOuS, lea. 'kl I
fﬁ(s M.)f;rﬁi 18, trampling, rfieh, 11ft1ng._‘5;2
iﬁ(s.M.)>ﬁrkobba, knee; rkisd,. riding.\
KS.M.)flrmied, ashes, rmuliyya, widowhood.iiﬁ

»QS-My)T<rqieq, thin, rqaqa'f, minutlae.vﬁii‘;%

' 12§(1) The only forelgn word W1th initlal qs' given by
Vassalli ‘and ‘repeated: by Falzon 35 geaysta, Sice cassati

(Mo qassa*ta), small pie, is g phonetically awkward, "

made-up diminutiver




‘a- u;M.) rzieh

:',f3T3fﬁ5!‘  A§€€.-. wk&; fi r resting to note liquld
T : I T Voiees !31 “4n. loan: WOI‘dS bat |
\’not in Semitic Maltese. We shall e

L '_f’“(viii )
| <1x)

(1) The only foreigniw _ with initial 33 given by o
- Vassalli and: repeated by-Falzon is sjeyju, small chair,
diminutive” of sijju..It. Seggia., I. never heard 1t and
personally I think it is” ‘made:-upe ;e

(2) “With - the - exoeption of the 3-Semitic. Maltese words, ‘)

: iet, silence;: Skenﬁ;ihe ‘gought shelter, and skieken, Y
”fﬂ»allﬂothers are foreign.t_\;- R TR S &




Sy
"(ii);““'5;(s?ﬁ??- tfief, kind of thistle, tfellel, it o

: \' i (i ii ) iy

)
) m
Rt

+ q '_" :':-t.

1§ggafmgv._ gblsuem, he smiled-tbatiyya;~suffEr— :

tf

(v) s

28

b

93
With 'T' as the first consonant

—‘-—-J-‘q- et e - S S i i —un—_———--—-———w——

1ng.--“'"

Note- Eoin this context is always a H K
- morphological prefix.vﬁ* S

0 cracked.

T*(S.M.)- tgerw1 1, chattering, tg@ddes, 1t was f

piled up.

’ Note---'t' in this context is always:»‘”"
21 morphological pref;x.yp_ N

2S.M.)= tﬁblliyya, bequest, tﬁi r, colic.‘ 
(M-V-) tkellem, he sPoke — tkecca, he was ;Mu~
o expelled.- S ' )

Note.f tn this context 16! ig always- o
a morph°1°81cal prefixe .

(S NI') tlietap thl."ee, ‘blaqqam, he was

nicknamed. | R
(s M.)I tmienya, etght-"_ﬁﬁewﬁet, ﬁétlost7f-
o ‘ heart. | ,‘1»,,.-.“,“ “ -_'-
(M.V.) tneyn, two, tnehha; it Was tahen OLf-«.f
-.; - Tﬁi@bri, Ash Wednesday." S i v
(QQM;ET tq; 1, heavy, tqi s, you measure;:

i(MJV;)' tra.b, dust wmtrilya, mullet.‘




"*.(1L1)k*]sz;(g.m.if_v;f%ﬁff?‘f.*w

2w*(#iii) -zq (Q'M°); zﬁu'

Ok

‘ ' (S*W. _ Sbint, god—mather' Yblbk, net.<_w: £TF?*h?
(S.M.)_ @Aeq, gaws,gdi d, costlva.' A"
‘ﬂ‘_(o.m.) (aie, edges, o

}Eﬁ%(u.M.) Shieﬁ,‘close flsted' Sﬁi u, vomlt,
’-ff(M-V-) Sklel, ebstacle:f~" jku pa, broom.

!7“ (M.V.) Sllef, an angllng 11ne Slokk, scirocco, |
. TR ) sauth—east wind.;zg 3 S

, iJ(M.V.)ﬁyﬁuﬁ : "gjma.ra, ?ivep.3‘&‘  
:'(S.M.) Squvr a, ruddmness,/fqn'qs GPaChﬁe e
: *?;j(ﬁ.M.) Sra.r qpqus. jriek, a partn@?-wj

f3: (S.M.) Stlewi, thters Jhu r, uneven edges-ifi B

18 Wlﬁh ‘Z'kas tho first consonant

1T, prunlng,—nzbando la, sllng.:‘“ o

(11);jf§aJ[(S.M.)f?;»»;" jt51ncreased.;}4j:ﬁ

(iV) ‘ZSQ?(S fﬁi:;y;ii a g1ass.rf335 *”3

(vi) zm (M.V.): zmien ftima,:—w,smalda, he, squandered.”ﬂ}f

s]jpperinass ~s]iaj, dimness.‘ Cﬂ;

‘:(v;i) Zn (%.M.)\ ?ni@d, flint,x znieael basins.-'13*7-3;%5

q ~,, bellieﬁa T;‘ ':A E "

3?<1(2) I have’ never hearé bhe word zaqq, belly, used in “he

ff(j) Semltic Wslbese has only ~kiel with initial k'—all

other. Wovda, chh such 1Dit1al Lonsonant group, are
foremgn.‘;~v-“

Dlural. I glve it on the . authority ‘of the Maltese dic-
‘jaoparies.» It may be 9 made—up pluralﬂﬁ-ga;ﬁ>. S A




»»»»»
Feln

*g‘and 2 1n brackets after third radical ﬁ_indieates
3/’

Efurther morphological scatter.

’ :?’,1’

95 .

\;ﬂbfe'- Radieals marked 2, feature only as 1ong

ooiconsonants; V, 1n sequences 'A' indicates verbs,

F;oin final position. As already explained, seqnenoesoj

'15maﬁked + are generally Nominals and unproduotive Of‘f

The consonant sequences with initial 'A' are'- .

~br, bt, f, g, r, hh, hn, hw, 11, mr(v2} n,d,r, tyr;

With 1nitial 'e"—,bd,

With ini.t:l.ai '1' o bn;, b( ) (v) a, dd, h,r,

- ?“*~1j,1j';_13';_ lsm- m.m. nt._ss», s,m, s,q.f, 8 r, w, z,d, zz.

wfthat the latter 1s the phonetic implieation thereof“?ﬁ?f“'*

yY H lf 3 mrm:n( ; )5 r:b’yi
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with initial consonant

..Sequences’

W

g'J-T(i) Oonsonant‘“”‘fo‘u
.. sequence Withriw'n;b Lo ) Pone 4 iy '

+ . “middle radical- 'ﬁhﬁrconsonant Sequence A Gonsonant

"~ inconstant, = o R o "14 segquence.

© 7 (41) with final - (11) (1)

?*{ymgrad. ineonstant, SR o )

AR TR A e ey
z N '

@)

"‘*;'_.'(Y) -
- (V) -
- (W) = Q"
\;¥§Y)34"'L5

+-

'
%

3 i o
= B =

are

. 8
By

bW W W W W oww
W omom om oy U oolw
) :

ol A+

W wow oW w W
R A ﬁ":ﬁ1£ﬁ§*ﬂ'aﬁ7\‘",¢j
, o AN .

e ww w wwow |
i .

“Gf?fﬂ ,w“*Uf5fﬂ”:&f‘ﬁﬁiww j f4Y

t
~
=
8 oW
i
= 3 o




“ (i) Gonsonantx~

- sequence with U e T o i R

< .middle. radial - 3.Consonant Sequences . : 4 Consonant . .
S dneomstants it o oo " Sequences. o
T (41). with finaly‘ SRR
‘&figﬁrad. inconstantﬁ,

' last sequence -
‘-_*see Glossaryx“

Twwow R W W e e e wowiw e |




constant,

~(11) with 3rd T rad

'inconstant

in- DR :

Ah;_'(i) Con, seq. with
- medial rad,’

3 Consonant Sequences

) Consonant.
Sequences -

. "(1*)“

‘None

\<ii)_

c-F-(0)

Qe e-a. .

-h-D

1
HoQ . Q OPBQ
: t

Q Q Q Q Q Q
i
2 m 8 " P
i
- ) ‘ . . N

o) 3'00ﬁédnaﬁt“
- sequence with

medial rad.

. Jdnconstant. .

- (ii), with 3rd
rad.

3 Cbnéohant,Seqﬁenéés‘_

inconstantifgg-Afﬁ"'

,# Consonant
Sequences

(i)
D - (Y) -B

D = (W) T‘Q: ;3

b U o U

-'B»-—kB_‘
A-,B;; h"
ifgig 5 ~
*,‘B,,'."N

g v o |

R 2o W

B U © o
'

BHoR R D
‘ -
!




D (Cemt:)

(1) 3 Consonant
Sequence with

medial rad, 3 Gonsonéﬁf Sequences - 4 Consonant. L

(1i):with 3rd.

. , ‘Sequences .
‘rad. inconstant R

op-m@e-a M D-u-
proe ;
@y

. De=n-(¥)

-.J-_® 4‘N2—'(YQ:g

D=7

D -R=(¥).

R

1
2 o 2=

. ’I" )
A

'- l .
S AL - R - R - B
. ,
<))
+

I :
B W\
Cp

= ~ B t:j g O'g o
e P -

&
_ [
-
1
=

g B Y ¥ YU 9w u v g o
AU TS RER TR TR TS TS R -
)
'
=)
o
'
[ 7]
2




Vﬁ(i) 3 Cons. Seq,~

With medial I‘ad.o R R ) S
- Ineonstant . ...~ . 3 Consonant Sequences # consonant

‘”Q*g‘rad. inconstant

e (ii) with’ 3rd "_...A.‘»w . SR Seqnences.‘

L
z_i_:_ -

' .

e

N '; : L T .
S
Bne

| |
oommoE BoE
e
S - IS

B R L TR T S R ST R = R
L S ,
e . - ' e '
"o -® oW woey |
) . 2 RS
e

H
t ' e
=

1
B
!
SN
+

r L
H
]
: ! . .
Mo B omaw o moE B

, 1 , g ST .
LA e R ®w e e R
!

. 1
o aowTE

t ': :

i
B
+ o

B T R R T I R RS IR R R DI IR R
L, A ) . - ' P - . e ‘

! e . . . o ..
e® B R W W oo o8
. N
= X IO o R > S =

I, P BPAN

1

L. S - - - - lz. - .. L et . . : - . B

I < I B
SENEI
CER Yy

dia re e+ oF




©7 (ii) final rad.

(1) 3 cons. seq -
. with medial rad. .= . e S S

" inconstant ~ 3.Consonant Sequences - 4 Consonant
(i11) with 3rda . N Ce a

red. inconstant,

.. Sequences,. . -

g m mcwom wlwlm [

" Consonant seq.
with (i) middle

--rad, inconstant. 3 Consonant Sequehée§t~~_4ﬁﬁ0ﬁéonant~  i

al | . Sequences
inconstant. - I

J-(Y) -B ‘J_}'B‘;f.ﬁnf;}'Ifi-'?B'J N J-B-s=L
L J-(@-F J-B-n J-B-R J-n-w-rR -
J-(i) -Dt  J-B-L J-B-5 J-h -3 -n




402"

i (coﬂt:):.gv

~-Consonant seq.

with (1) middle : o T e
rad., ‘ 3 Consonant Sequences. 4 Consonant
(ii) final rad. Lo T - Sequences,
inconstant. S

3 41656)'fihﬁ
.t‘J?rl(us)A%th. ‘i
T-W) -z

-‘J _ W“' (w)

-R=R  J-L-T-F

i
4 o .Y U
W ® oW B O
i
w0
|
>
ey
!
1
5
i
=
!

i
-0

| ,A(ii)
ST =L - (Y)
J‘-‘R'**(Y)

ey oy oy oy Ty gy
o ey o e
ng
1
ey
oy &y & ey
. ‘l- 1. 1
' 2 = =mo=
I R T
& oy ey =
1
[N ]

1
S
L]
>s
e
‘l
x
!

1
z'-l-

!. .
S T S - -
@ <~

I
2 =

I R
W=

T T T T L R T
o : .
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(i) with middle o
rad, inconstant, 3 Consonant Seqguences 4. Consonant
(ii) with final Sequences
rad. inconstant.
(1) G~D-3B G-D~W-D
None G~D-MN G =d =W - J
A G-—D—-L+ G~-L -G-1L
(11) G -D-8 ¢-1-L-J"
@ ~D - (X)* G-R-R G-M=-G M
G-R-F G-N-D-g
G~R2~M G-«R~-B~B
¢ - r%- | G-R-F =
G~-R -~ 12 G-—R—Z-—M+
G ~-2~-2Z G~2Z-W-=R
G~-2%2~-R




o

(1) Consonant seq.
with middle rad.
inconstant.ai :
- (i1) with flnal
“.,inconstant -

L Consonant

Sequences

n - (Y) - N

(1)

h-L-—L

_h - - M - M ;_lj:

S R S

" ﬂ’;d o - qu

mo=w R oW ®oa o |




(i) Gons onant
sequences with : S o : A
- medial rad, 111" "\\.3‘;G,on80nant Sequences . . b 00nsonant
© cgongtant . . o e T Sequences

- (11). with 3rd - AR : |
L rad. 1neonstant

‘ (i) ‘
h - (Y) " B

| % - f‘”}?- I'}:

T

+ (..“. :A:

I; B

1
I

| B 1. 1 S
o
1

FE N - R R = S R N
' I
= 0o ok oHE g g 2" 3
]

t
N R N S
( :

BN

l- g

|
2.

e ‘“"(Y)_.

I

(m .
m- (D)

G.lﬂssaw)c -

N

oy B om o B

T I R v T - T - B - T VA SR
oo W H W oo o

B - (g)‘ |
'_."D,;-f" (x)
-F - (Y)

-1 - (Y)
-e;L‘?é.(Y).‘
-u - (Y)

i
=
R
&

N
P @
1
=
-
a2

2" | =
BB B BP BB BE PR BB R B F |
| 1

|
ﬁﬂuﬁ';d Hox" W K o =

oo B o

' §

R BB B P 5B
|







[T

T

dor

.(i) Gonsonant
'sequence with
... middle" rad, -
-Qfsinconstant. .
(i) with final_,‘ &
;S rad. _ inc ons‘bant‘: I

Copscnang’ dsoteringa

2+ Cons onant
Se quences

(1) e

b WH

(11)

W om RIR R R R R W om W oR ome A |

=

®OH R ""“ ¥

Ng =1 wo" W N m R W

Cwm oA R’ =2 = B m

‘ -

Lo

T
-1
B
'
-u
- N




?(i) Gonsonant'
Ysequence with. -

middle. rade
inconstant .

(ii) with.. :1- e

.. mnal rads.
~ 1nconstant.hﬂ‘ g

3 Consonant Sequences

4 Consonantfff
Seqnences N

(1)
- -
o -
f'(W)f;’
- (W) -

=

Nt t*”?ﬁ‘AbV-'n
L t L.

a2

‘(:r:r)
L =M (Y)

L =W *VC¥)‘”\

~~~~~~

DR I T R T T AR~ R I L 2l S I

1
1

R

2 B p b b B4 P gy WU W w e W
i

i

B A A I R L R LI R

o

BE B R BE B

[ R e

NN O o . ©.A w.

I B R
L~

=
L
! - R t N IR

o '.'

| I
2, &N Al

kT

B

| I
=

| :
‘Ws.E. B B ol W |

B t+1;g;'Euf”&*/t1‘1tvxtéf’&y;jif 

| R R
I
K ,‘:' BT




]g.”:

.". '109 -

-(1)-consohant o
sequence with

middle rad.
inconstant.

(11) with fi- .

inconstant, . .

3 Consonant

Sequences

"k Consonant -

~Sequences

. (i)i_
- (1) -
- (W) -
- W) -
- (W) -
- W) -

=2 = o= o= = .
w ® .\

(i1)
M-L-(T).

.M -4Jf-A(Y) <

B B p.f: PR b‘ o
N 1

RS LR N

E 2 =2 ==o=z o= =22|.
1 oy I -

t )

NTTY B B o
¢

N A3

“RES

N I ..U .
N - )

=o' o= == o= o= |7 00

% B , .
. l ¥ .l " -

e X
!

R E e e,




1Mo

" Consonant seq..

(1) with middle L e e

- rad, incongtant. 3 Consonant Sequences. 4 Consonant':
(i1) with-final ; . ... L .o ., Bequences " .
rad. inconstant - A

@
lfzm*; (¥v) =87 . N

i
l e .

.

|
o>}
1

etc. first n.
© morphological

N-(@-F
EEEOES
N- (W) -1
N - (W) =R

R

Li : -:‘.“:

|

L

c' L
wo W R

! e
) el

T S A S

Woe vy w

+

1o
=
t
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t
v
e
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“ (1) with mid- -

Cons onant se q.

- -dle.rad. incon- - 3 Consonant. Sequences- l+ Consonant
" stant. (11) with;-v Sequences
" final rad, - T AR SR R S

inconstant

- Z

.l— B
o v oW o

,J
N

b

!
PR e o 2 b "R P W

-

f{;,,'

'
T I e N T -y
K ' o 0 .

moEEoE omomom o E o= om=om a




, L;. Conscnant
Se quences




¥f{ (Conﬁ;)‘;Aif."L“

o .:‘l' 1311: ‘

(1) Consonent

' middle Rad,. in-

' constant.

~ (11) with final =
' -}rad. ineonstant‘”

_.3.Consonant Sequences

4~ Gonsonant -
- Sequences

R M= (Y)
-E}A:'- N - (Y)

R _(_:)‘__

BRI

f“,ﬂﬂ- . (w)f?\if”
- w_é'(?}ifif |
‘ T*f.§;3(*)ﬁ:'“'

: A

s
0 N |

SRR

W
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quences
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. 'medial ‘rad., . _y?"ﬁjﬁddnsoﬁant.éequences;\,;;#Vcbnsonant_segnl

Q-n.-.(y)-

"(1) Consonant
sequences with

inconstant, .. S Lot il Sequences
- (ii) 'with final : R AL N S S
rad. 1neonstant.

(i)
Q- (1e) n* ({’)
Q- (W) -M
'Q-(w-),-R'_
Q- (¥) -8
Q- (W) -8

1

Q. W W wWw W W
. " :
1
= o= 2 =2 =2 B BB 0B
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2.2 B Y ow WS A\E a W E@}g1§§4\1x S

- N

(ii)
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1
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1
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Q’(ant:)".

(i) Consonant.

seq, with medial . . . o : ' O
rad inconsgtant. 3 Consonant: Sequences . 4 Consonant .
- (i1) with £inalo - e 0 T ol ane ot Sequeneess
rad,’ ineonstants - .. . o T p T

.
'




-t

IEEE AR

Consonant Seq..

with (i) middle -
- rad, inconstant.
- (ii) with final -

'rgd. inconstant. ;

2

Consonant

SeQuences

'4 Consonantl‘wf5
o Sequences

i'(i)

- (Y)

- (a') - F
- (Y) ﬁgh,‘

wWow wf_hrfw,"ﬁfjp
: S

(ii)

R = (YY) with
- e2nd-& 3rd in-
constant see

" Ra ‘in Glossary)

3 -

N

f}j35;¥5;35@f5;

o reu-@

R =77~ W&Y)

e;(Y)fégQ C

Wow W oW W R N R R RN K B

t
Box BB ey
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® 9

SR

W g';wf o
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ences -
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3 Cons
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Consonant SGQQ
with (i) medial

' pad, inconstant.

(ii) with final

ot

Consonant Segquences

"k.Cdnsonant ‘ ffj
Sequences . -

- (W) -D
- (¥) - F
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RN So far, we . have established the various positional .
'Fi” and quantity criteria of Semitic Maltese, many of whichjl:
@:are also applieable to a mixed vooabulary, that is, to L;;
Vjsxroreign words,'that have in some respecte, though" |

‘f-ﬁgenerally not in others, conformed to the Semitic pattern

\'-~15i2_or have been so conforming historioally as, for inetanoe,1

"~Semitio M. qalb, heart, and loan word, mant, mantle, in EQ

ffiwhioh 'a' oooupiee the same position, eo that we oan Bayl

l j""“"“’~"vtlzza.“t 'mant' is foreign not by ‘the POSitional criterion

of 'al but by another criterion, that of the consonant

:”'seqnenoe m - n - t.:whji; HE .
. In this part we ehell deal with the foreian elementf‘g
ffdor the Maltese language, with thet part of the foreign :

-’vocabulary whioh, however modified historioally, st411

| fhas not oonrormed to the patterns of genuine Maltese; |

':f;fworde or elements of words, that stand out ae struo-h_‘g}f

"Kﬁturally non~Semitic.i:;f;;ﬁlﬂ k: n- .iti , '_. e A

5 These phonologioal oriteria will be based on. !,gff”f
. :j(?) . A

Vlf‘(i) Coneonants - their sequenoes, inoluding initial
g groups. . : A

. otg(ii) Gonsonants in Phonologioal Junctions.




Lo Aep

- (vii) stress:

The various rules will then be 111ustrated by a

UMaltese text~inJmixed~vocabulary which;we_add as a
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peace, vu ci, voice, 1acei, ehad, qagocc,‘artichoke;f
“l‘addocc, hap~hazard, bicca, piece.j*“ o

(b) Examgles with ot

) ni gru, negro, jgant, giant, virga, wand, ti gra,.
tiger, karga, excees, ma°gna, machine; pa gna, pan,“c"i
do ga, toga, bagol, trunk, pa ga, ealary, Birgu, Maltese}f

place-name for Vittoriosa, aringa, herring.-

(c) Examples with Ap:;

S°Ppa’ soup; PaPpa, bread,q vo.pa, kind of fish,,,;ﬂ,
toppu, teupet, sko.p, aim; truppa, troop» mappa, map,ﬁ}'f?
n}e eapu n, eoap, eappa,‘ 1ump, vaPu r, shiP’ tapi: t, mat,_ff;
;fi Btripp&, trestle. o .
| (d) Examples with v'

tra vu, beam, va vu, baby, vavalo r, bib, na.vi,".
aisle, ravu r, ravour, cerva, deer, nervi, nervee, serva,jﬁ
servant, gvern, Government, dverna, tavern, cavetta, key,ji
bra'va, brave. z ) o ‘

(e) Exa@plee with 'te

natteyo n, nation; kolattiyo.n, breakfast, grattsi,’ff
o thanke, mattea, mace, mattei t1, blackpudding, Frantea, :;f

(1) Deesoulavy s suggestion (see hie Maltese-Arabic -iff:ﬁ
word 1list) “that 'mattsi:t' is the Arabic >3 '
,‘and therefore Semitic, 1e phonetically unacceptable.

t




1 :».,’9

w:jﬁiFrance, grantsa, bran, tattsa, glaes, rattsa, race; .

i*pﬁvittsyu, vice, Wentsu, Lawrence, bottsa, electric etc.;'ﬁf

f--f-buib.

o QCons onan‘t'a'l' 'Sedueﬁé‘_eé'-~- o

| As there is ‘no. reliable Maltese dictionary complied ﬁ

Adﬁ:%&EQby unprejudiced scholars, collecting all the 1anguage

. ,the negative criterion, that all such consonantal se—‘f ”“l

fﬂérffmaterial in current use, it is not possible to give a
jsatisfactory 1ist of non-Semitic consonantal seqnences

“actually used in spoken Maltese, But, for our purpose,

f"qnences as “are not ineluded in the 1ist of Semitic

<<<<<<

It is interesting to point out that the much richer“

‘ “**f;g;JMaltese are roreign, should be sufricient. For inetance,id

~5{fhave consonantal sequences E"V”r‘n and k—m—l respectivelyQS

“fjfthat are not included in the list of Semitic Maltese. SR

“*-‘*Arabic 1anguage has the latter sequence which is, there-~_'

,,hx}can eagily be. shown by Comparative Semanties which must

u}ffalways remain the 1ast resort in doubtrul cases where

fefore, as. such Semitic, but that 1t is not Semitic Maltesec{

"“jﬁ?phonology cannot decide derinitely., While M, ka.mla,l;':'

';*3*flike Sicilian camnla, means ‘worm moth, A.: ?7J -H,3f1~*7

'ﬂg{rormally the nearest, means complement' ’ One important

fffffﬁrule to remember, which is aleo deduced from the
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"‘fNegative Criterion, ie that voiced and voiceleee con— R

o eonante or vice verea, belonging to the eame claes 1ike

E e 't' and 'd' for. instance, oceur ‘1n foreign Maltese only. |

"».Examples. 'bdo't, pilot, pu‘bliku, pu‘blic, i'avu.r, favoux-, B
2 eponza, eponge, gikk, gig, karga, 1oaded - a gun, etc.

Another important rule to. remember with regerd to

"'iﬁf(ii) Goneonants in Phonological Junction

24?15 that it is only in 1oan worde that the liquide 1, m, ;if

e and r voice a preceding voicelese coneQnant, note a130'24f3

WﬂAvthat while this always appliee when the coneonants are inhﬁ

'f.phonological junction, it very often applies when they
"are not, that ie, the rule functione aleo at a distance.: f

‘In.both casee, however, the criterion is historical, and s

””’-‘we give it here becauee eome writers etill retain the'f,'“

lhzhietorical coneonants.; Exemples are: smerald, emerald,lzt;
Hffor Italian emereldo, sma 188, he doted, for Italian |

magere, gmargase, braggart, for Italian emargiaeso-i: |

| ;ymerill, emery, for Italian smeriglio, gandlier, candle,:
| '3for Italian cendeliere, ma gna, machine, for Italian
_fimacchina gardell, goldrinch, for Italien cardelllno, .

| Airgumm, touch hole, ror Italian rocone; gandott, gutter,=:\5

;for Itelien condotto. S
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Initial Consonant Grougn.» R | ] e
'M;The rollowing are criteria of foreign words"w

(7jf1cm, cn, er;. the 1ast except when it 1s a morpho_la,
‘Eif?logical junction rvom Semitic base c-r-t.
. ZLExamples. cmayra, tetanus, cnetta, cap, criev,lg‘*

N ;dee!‘,.

;dr,Ain;dverna,‘tavern,_only. ;ﬁ%ﬁ?fi#ébi&i%:t%;ié@

':tAverna, v01ced bi Ve

‘¥fy as in fyu r

i

{_ﬁ‘flow.er‘b ; - fyask’ fiasco’ fyakk, We&k.

‘ . V‘Mandwlvant, eas'fj
Ne "‘_,nv, as' in nvell, vlevel, Onlyo NOte M' I'.I.' fOI‘

aliﬂihistorical 1.

‘“ffpy,;pl,%pn, pr. Examples' pya n, plan: platt’ Plate;?

”?gkpnevmonya, pneumonia, pru.na, plum tree¢.f“’

'fﬂErc, generally preceded by 1 ( a )s as in 1reevu.ta

‘.;receipt, 1rcetta, receipe.

Jif sg, sp, sk, except;in the three S.M. words skenn;‘
;fhe sought shelter, skieken, knives, and skiet,
: J{silence.; - o :\ ,_' ; o | :

st, forming 1ntegral part of the original pattern,
W“fand therefore not when it 18" & morphological prefixlf

"ffExamples- 98u ra, he assured, Bpa 3: pack thread, )

"l,fﬁsku na, schooner, sta twa, statue.;ffg




j\2;ﬁ B

f‘*bvﬂ’

Ak .
Mgy -

. vg, vl,‘ vy, : B : .: s "'”:‘, .

f;'anmples. vji 11, abstinence day, vgu ra, f1gurel

vlejja, arrow, vya&J, voyage.

fIt is only 1n 1oan words that simple words, that

“yis morphologically unincreased by prefixes, begin withj

‘Qa,consonant group’of'morevthan two.' Examples are.@




- - (111) VOWEL CRITERIA OF LOAN WORDS

The Pharyngalised Vowels

—-n—--—-—--—-———-—— —--——1—— '

Vocalic pharyngalisation is a feature of Semitic |
":'}Maltese.& It ocours only 1n three foreign words from the.ﬁ

ix;Italian:; 1*6nnella, It. gonnella,"the faldetta' worn byﬁ
'4:lthe Maltese woman, ”fgmbu, It"&ambo; both,l'a win on two .

'*‘o;numbers (lotto) and'}*aMbra1, It. ambra, amber.

The orainary Vowélsg?*”‘

*---m-—--uﬂ.&—.—-'—&—lﬂ—

The various vocalio oriteria whereby we cen tell a Qf
“non Semitio word may Te positional or qnantative. A

;igeneral rule applying to all the: vowels in their possible:

combinations is that a vooalic group in tho same syll&ble

:can ‘oceur 1n 1oan words only.:_-, :
”ﬁExamples.-. poeta, poet, beatu, venerable, teologu,
' 3Qitheologian, kaos, chaos. | o '_ ' | -
| Such vocalic combinations within the same syllableiéf

5are mainly used by the eduoated olasses and, to aome

' i(1) This wggﬂ, like Eng. amber ultimately comes rrom the
A D .

¢ but as it is little known emongst the. -
peasants,its 1mmod1ate origin is, very likely, It. ‘
am‘bra. I _ ‘

T e e L

FY gy




laextent, by the inhabitants o Valletta and the neigh-;x'f“
ff%bouring towns.r The eountryried masaes, on the other . .l (
'vfhand,;and in a rew inatances of 1ong established pro-1  Q
-Qiinunciations, also the educated elaases, make such loan4}“ﬁ:
;i;igwords conform to tha Maltese patterns by 1nsert1ng be-%%?kj
x;tween the two vowela w'*or y generally 1engthened as e
’ézéishthe phonetic tendency of S.M,, especially amongst the |
’a‘;funeducated masses; 4in. which case Italian 'e', whare it-is 5
l'n,fthe rirst or the second‘vowel in the group, changes to ;J
ti*? y in Maltese, intervdcaiically 1engthened, and 1f the ‘h
‘j_rirst vowel is: o, or ir it is the second in the group
,v'}'fbut prececad by a' it changes to 'w' also 1ntervoca11— fmé
"{{cally lengthened more or 1ess fully, Italian 'eo 1n |
nlifinal 0pen syllable changes to 'ew'lwhich explains the'fgéf
t\aobjection of Semitic'Maltese to a voealic group 1n the \
‘x§same syllable.h The following examplea 111ustrate the

“39‘f”jiialiéﬁggiamﬁié“.- Italian e Vocalic Groug M. Bxsiiples

n'(a) Iaese Cb)aaetta Eéé (a)ayyi° (b)ayye.%b; payyi'z
‘j:Paolo, Maometto 3fa6i~}}?}{”a§raﬁ;fhaa._' Pawlu,Mnmwthx

L (a beato o 7f S ffi;5hvi ; iYa (1yya) 2 ; biyya: tu
“"'b .,'b,i ; .1 'b

;u}teologo - *.§7If§0¥‘;vf“ iyo (iyyo) tiyyolgu

posta . oe owe (omwe) P°mt&“

‘;i

.....

Vocalic
Groqg ’a

sayyetta

5 creanza LS ea kiryanza
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- ‘suora, cuoco ‘w0 3;463 ... Boiru, koik .

" Liceo . _eo . - ew

(also 1yyu).$iéew;gleqonic1yyu T

Vocalic Positione as Criteria of Loan Words

_—n—-_—--—a-———--——-_———-——--—-—-—.—u——--—-—-———--—u-u—

‘ﬁf'(1) When initial in Verb patterns, third pereon singular,
‘past tenee - the basic patterne as given 1n the M.;, qf"“
’iaicti“naries = viith final a (morphological criterion) and

;;jnaturally in the grammatical scatter thereof. N

'ﬂeExamples of such verbe, very common in oolloquial

B Maltese - adu ra, he adores, abbu°za, abused, abbandu.na,:¢

-'lebandoned, avantsa, he advanced, arbu 1a, he lifted up.; f

‘(2) Also foreign, 13 Interconsonantal 'a' whioh, when

1ﬂpreceded.by a consonant and followed by two coneonant

"':fgroups + u or i is generally 1ong, and ehort when followed

- 'should not therefore be eonfused with the morphological
Qﬁff'euffixes 'u' or: 'i' unless the latter is the plural de-’“'

| "”fffterminant of a singular word with final 'u"

‘Sby a coneonant group of more than two. Final 'u' or. '1'

fin this eontext must form an integral part or the word and




.......

'”".gfpreceded by an unmorphological consonant group, excluding

B I: fExamples--vsatgru, sacred, pa‘tri, friar, Vya tku! s
ftv1at1cum, paspru (o1 1) duck, nkwa's tru (Pl 1)' Painting?ﬁ-
; 1;1a.btu, scapular; qa.bru, crab, but gmdblu, a shrimp, |

?ﬁaapalptu, palpitation, tartru, tartar, martri, martyr.

j4-'.“(3) Interconsonantal 'a' followed by a long consonant and

9ftherefore, such consonant groups as are formed by st, n,

136

w.f?or t, prefixed to any of the consonant seqnences of
,‘ASemitic Maltese,-'\ | t IR
ffExamples - sbarr; 1HQuest. zmarr,ﬂrude, stalla, stable,yw.

h:,;sgarra, he . blundered, srratta, he became erratic, BpaIla’;

iABhoulder, skassa, he broke open; zball, a mistake.

¢f(4) Stressed a, in final Open syllable, orthography a |

7aExamples-— karita, charity, Universita, University, _'
‘:;'t erfta, truth, umiﬂta, humility, socyeta, soeiety, ftﬂ'» |

l'"vanita, vanity, purita, purity, sanita, sanitary in-'.k;ff
oy spector in (tas~sanita) e | |

"Note that loan words from the Italian with stressed 'a'?ﬂ7‘

: 'ﬂagzin final open syllable retain their original pattern, the

'.T~~?ﬁ;or to reshape them, in othsr WOPdS: t° semitise them. It

¥ ff:reason'being that Semitic Maltese, in taking them over,  .

‘hfcannot offer a pattern of its own whereby to adapt them lf

Ciy

| e T TR T Eae




l:;‘ﬁ43i1¥fét

”Acould not unstrees final Pe "y a’ very distinctive sound'eff

“ﬁthe foreign pattern, without obscuring the original

“°acoustic 1mpression, and with 1t the meaning.‘ As this

‘Vlhﬁexplanation applies to all similarly stressed vowels, we f

‘”*ihere quote the sporadic loan word ulezu for It. Gesﬁ

*Occurring contextually in the two phnases 'ta aiezu', a f-

*fmgehur h nanie in Valletta, and the exclamatlon Ciezu

);ifunetymological man in the street would not easily sus~1km¥

"““ﬂ;explanation I have given.

g"&dfiThis vowel is foreign.%

‘:uiquantatively 1On80’

FEMariyya’(Ito Gesu Maria).'ffn‘the firet example: the

ﬁhpect a connection w1th Jeeu, though that 1s the word 1n

»ourrent use, whereas 1n‘the seeond example such underm'f;;{
‘standing would be provoked by association.4 The faot thatif
| fJiezu 13 the only word in whieh Malteee has unetressed f

':‘the streesed u of the original Italian, bears out the:‘,ff

'*’“(1) Interooneonantall ’ preceded by one consonant or con—%@

fsonant group, and followed by one consonant, where it 1S‘€

““fsmxamples=“ ce.na, supper, se na, aenna (contreet with

s. M. sena, year). kre*ma, cream; rime dyu, remedy, “_:ﬁé

| ve.lu, veil; ce 1u, cover, ze 1u, zeal, je lu, frost.;' ¥




\ "7erst1ng to explain further that, while loan words with e:

m5‘fof euch worde, as we can therefore argue that they be— .t'A

A "ﬁ~(2) In final syllablee closed by a long eonsonant or. a}:;

‘;;Theee patterns, retaining the hietorical e. are veryl
;flfrequent in Valletta and the tuwne, where Semitic Malteee,
‘"ffiand worse etill semitic phonetics, are. having a VGPF hard i
ftime, but in the villages e s 88 & rule, eh.anseB tO the L

;,semitie 'ie o Examplee*- piena, pain, vieru, true,'

s (weman a name), cieda, he surrendered.
| jcorrespond to eimilar patterne w1th e: in the original o
‘vaonds to- the Semitic i., thue rendering a greater number

‘:vaile which, incidentally, sheds much 1ight on the history

“;long to the earlier eultural ‘and commercial eontacte ofl
'1the Maltese Islande with Sicily. Examplee are-- vi na,A
ﬁvein, ti la, canrae, ae in Sicilian, rrom the Italian o

‘?}ve,na,;te 13’ etc. ""‘":"

'coneonant group, in which case, as other vowele of S.M.;~Q
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cielu, cover, Kriedu, Creed, Karmiena, foriKarme.na _"

Ae a. eupplement to what we have said, it ie inter-;”f"

Italian, the proceas phonetically doee not alwaye operatef

- Vice versa, for Italian e. very often in Maltese corres~3;g

or loan words phenetieally lese easy to identiry. Thie o

ie a Sicilian influence where the eame phenomenen pre-




"wﬁfin aimilar positlon, it lS always stressed.

,,,,,

g_if  Examp1es.— tsaltsett, eausage, curkett, ring, mnlett, :
ri,;}mnllet, muntsell, haystack, r;j tellu, gate, torment, "f
‘5f:5bor&ell, brothel; etern, eternal, farrett, butterfly;f_};"

'"':;(3) When atressed in final open syllable:-

"_“Examples. Rafeaicoffee, obwe,,hautooy,,fj

" nis vovel ia foreigni- |

"<ﬂ(1) Interconsonantallx, when preceded by a consonant?ﬁi”n
'- group, and followed by one consonant + vowel i, ex~ A' ‘
”‘cluding such patterna as resumt from the addition of _<'7

'g,:'affixes to the original word, in which case this vowel

"ffsemitic Maltese. Examples. kri.zi, orisis; vgi 11, day

- ora'bstinence, A '\

i?from 1 consonant +. 1 vowel + 1 consonant + Y vowel, when

o fit is quantatively long (morph01081031 criterion)

~1s always 1ong, Qnantatively according to the rules of

(2) Also Interooneonantallx 1n noun patterno resulting

'

I ¢ »

. aT .
e .

_oijxamples:_ fi di, faith,(eontrast with verbal noun' fidi,

i_redemption) 1i: 31, law.-f'

;ﬂ;g (3) When 1n the Final eyllable closed by a 1ong consonant,




i"'f'[,f‘_?.where, also according to the rule of S. Maltese, quan-:f~¢

‘fﬂthatively it iS Short,'and stressed.h Examples - me%ill,“f:_

'7‘ﬂif(4) When stressed in Final open syllable.

“igg(5) When Final in worde of more than three syllables

"itin open syllable and lo ng, if the consonant group is-
S ;-followed by 'u' in open syllable" But, we muet repeat, -

.";3inetance, do.mma, holy medal (Latin domina)

- 140iv*7

7ff<blaokbird, paetitts, pie, earatitts, beam, gardill,
f,goldfinch, zinzill, a 1ac1. |

= }Examplee-m Mari, Mary, pipi, piss (baby talk)

,~f@arventu.ri, adventures, aroiprieti, archprieets._;

L Whilst the general rulea governing the quantity of;ijﬂ
ffthe Semitic vowele in their relation to the follow1ng -

| oonaonant or oonsonants apply also to the vowele in Nonf;f
:.- Semitic words, no hard and fast rule can.be 1aid down to “‘
‘iestablieh if o preceded by one consonant and followed
ffaby a consonant group mnst be coneidered long or ehort. ._
‘{;We ean. only give an approximate description which oovers f;
t?the greater nnmber of euch patterne, '0 is generally

fggggg if the following ooneonant group ends in a'!or- 1ff

.......

this rule is by no means without exoeptione, aa, for




A

It is 1ntereet1ng to note that 0: 1n thls oontext

| fj;denomee the elieion of a’ historical extraneous vowel 1n’
',‘e?the foreign pattern, thie being required by the rubes of.{
“feffS. Maltese strese that does not tolerate more than: one

ffsylleble after aecent.' Take 1oan word 1a'btu, scapular,f:

for 1nstance.' This 13 from Italian 1’ abito ( 1abito),

‘twith assimilated artiele, whieh, with the elieion of theef

"’ffffirst unstressed vowel after 'i', gives M. form la.btu.f(,f

'“57”The vowel o is- foreign

- :,(1) Initiallx in” verbs (morphological criterion) in fm"'
‘;;whieh context, quantitatively, 1t is. always ehort.
 ‘*,EExamples:-;.obda, he obeyed, ondra, kenneled, dbbliga, :
:e:f}dbliged, okkupa, occupied, ordna, ordered, offra, offered,

Zf\oeserva, observed, offenda, offended.-'

\(2) Intereoneonantal%z, preceded by one coneonant or e_

coneonant group and followed by one consonant, like other.'

‘};vowels of SeM.- 1n similar p031t10n, quantitatively long.;'
UeﬁfLo k, place, ko: X, oook, roita,. wheel, mo ta, chime,:ff q
;ilfevo t, vote, so.ru, nun, eko la, school, sto.na; he Waé
Hfiiout of tune, JYKO.ra, eeck, 8to:r, etores brosdu, broth,,7
“5;31ffro ja, omelette, ‘bdo:t, pilot; ko:z !, indeed ! i ko.r,_y
| . ehoir,wvo.pa, kind of fieh, dzo.na, zone, maetattso.l,M f‘

:jkind of cake; garago r, apiral staircase. ;j'”




T I

(3) Interconsonantal o preceded and followed by an un

“;fmorphtlogical consonant group, in whieh positlon, as in

.....

5fgfs.m. it 18 short.;;JA S

‘ “\*7 Examp1es.- hrott, ball, trott, trot, flokk, vest, skont, }f

'ﬁ[fdiscount, 8ports, 5ports, bronts, brenze; zbroffy-skin

"- ¢sora, troffa, tuft, qroqga, brood hen, frosta, whip.g;‘b ;ﬁ

”';(#) In Final syllable, closed by one simple or long con-fﬁ

'T”Zf?sonant or consonant&group, stressed in both contexts, butgi

I ‘esﬁost, exposed. n

.i“ﬁf(l) Initiall s when fbllowed by a consonant group, inil,ff

‘“-ﬁshort in other 1nstances.-; .

itiqnantitativelyAlong in.the first and short in the 1atter i}
two instancea.. Examples;— piryo 1, prior, firyo 1, f‘f’ L

;?mantle, timplo r, weevil,»- papocc, slippers, gabdoll;fi*ﬁ

“éhark, gax{aott, gutter,»

=kaﬁott, coat, raﬁbort, report;:éfﬁ

“v(5) Stressed o ingfinal open syllable.‘

. j,‘.Exsjnples.~ ’buf'o, 'bureau, re@o, repast.

[EIe

\f.This vowel is forei

I which context it is long 1f followed by md, tr, tl, and»jg{

As in the case of o., ﬁ., 1n this context, also, -

corresponds to the historical short and stressed 'u'




’?flfollowed by more then one sylleble which ie against thefi'
xv;_rule of Semitic Maltese. Cf M, ue tru, woMb, with its’

~,;~qconsonant group and followed by a consonant QPOUP» in- :‘:"

;*,cluding a consonant + one semi VOWGl-

M ur tli, ueeful,with Tt ‘utile.
'Examples of initial short . are uMbrella, umbrella and

«ﬂ_urna, urn.

:(2) Interconsonantallx, preceded by one consonant or. & .

3

Italian originai,/utero, M, u: mdu, damp, with It.ﬁmmido, ‘

’ivExamplee.w” gu.bya, pulley, mu.mya, mummy, fu.rya, fury,

4}stu.dya, he studied, ku rYa, Bishop 8 houee, ju vni. #,:f{”
:fyouth, bu flu, buffalo, gu mme, c&ble.- |
tNOte- Gu: dya, a Malteee place—name, has been derived by_j f

":N. Tagliaferro (Cf. L Elemento Neo-Latino'Nel Leseico'_*"

',-'>’ Soe D

;e,]‘Maltese, p.ll) from the Arabic : ”*chjfk large rock,oré*”

/bxj/ heap of earth ' But as the pattern oceurs in.. ¢

o 1oan words only; it is poseible that the origin of thisfi ‘
3.p1ace-name 1ike that of (Hal =) Luqa, and ‘glendi, 13 note'~
,Semitic.~t ‘ : :

}1(3) Finall 'y in open sylleble, excepting monosyll&bles,; s

;fyzalways, according to the general rule if (a) streseed a

:-ff(b) if unstressed, only in Nouns (in contra~distinction_ff

"*..from Verbe) with a vooalic sequence a =, 0~ u, w - u;*f
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lfof which 'u' 1s not a morphological euffix. (morphologi- ;
cal and;phonologioal criterion) | i -

Examples of words with etreseed u, which are rare,<“

:iare Jesu, Jeeus, viﬁtu, virtue.3;
. For comparative purpoees, whieh eheds much light an‘:
Z**7fthe nature of Maltese phonology, note that worde with
"”;ﬁfinal u' ae we have described them, as in Slcilian, '?
ffwhence we have got most of our earlier loan words, corres-7
Al‘fl}pond to Italian patterne ending either in o, and 1ess |
R TT?ioften, 1n e, but not all euch Italian worde correspond
| fﬁto 1oan worde with flnal 'u' - Very often, the pattern
'jadaptatlon ie effeeted by apocopation of the final vowel‘f‘
iin 0pen eyllable of the original word, ae, for 1netance,l‘A
fM ca: r, elear, for Sio. ea ru,1 from It. chiaro, Lat.;;oe
;elarue. :;*~w~ 5»-,.-- li I o “{;'ll , .
Examples of - unetreseed ’u in final open eyllable'-;l
1qa°bru, crab, tra vu, beam, rarru, barley, barru, unripei;f

'”Zt;fige, karru, ohar1ot, barbru, barbarian; motgu, without L

”i:?energy, bro du, broth; tontu, silly, ku'tu, quiet. *}*“

() charaeteristic features of Sioilian phonetics, and of;
fbm'many M. loan- words, is the correspondence of i:. to It,:
~ . es and u. to It o, which some- scholars historieally S
. 1ink up with vulgar Latin.,  For the light it may shed.’
-ooom M comparative phonetics, read the. article on the .
S Sicilian dialect in the Enciolopadia Italiana under \g




f(;1v')‘ cTHE SEMI VOWELS

'W'p13:foreignﬂlnEInterconsonantal positlon, pre-

ffcededfb one consonant and\followed by a vowel, or pre-“

37fcededﬁbyv wo,con' nants,and‘followed by a vowel or by




146 "g%ft?'% ;

*(v). VOWSL ‘SEQUENGES CRITERTA . . '

In the phonology of Semiﬁlc‘Maltese wc gave 2 coméﬂinz';%”

*”{plebe 1ist;\ Owelfsequences of the .

\ abul ating allh the

lilanguage Here we take‘* he:: 115t marked foreign, andf

' 3:g1ve an- example for each seq,ence.,Q 

"(1) Poreign sequences W1th initial

ﬁeéd{f

?;tartaru-n, flshlng net, (8) a - e - Q, asPersoryu,ﬁv

Ly antlpast,

'*a(¢3)

antlbast*'

”gabblllott; 1andowner" (16) -w—‘l - U, Kamlllu ‘(person s K

T»wggname), (17) a -0 - a, gandoff;a, cockle'¥(18) & ~ 0 fji§;ﬁﬁ

ffkarrottsi n, cab. (19) & :5, kapura.l, corporal,; J”f

(20) u -Auvf e, kurunel ;fqoiénelf“ (21) a —'u - j(

| 'w 5imarsutti th,




........

’*{;ﬁizl seguences with initial 'e

:i”j flask, (3' - u ‘
:terza na, high fever, (5) e - o - a, Bernarda, woman 8"
T%sname, (6) e -a - i Germani&z, German, (7) e - a - u.,Wh4

'?1:pezatu r, public weigher; (8) e - e'—-i., berretti n, -
Qipriest's biretta, (9) e - e - o., terremo t’ 3arthQuake;?ﬁ
. (4 0 ) e e
torinent |
 f(13) e ~]1;Q o., variant of (9), (1#) e -1~ u, periklu, ;
-:jdanger, (15) &= u o a, ceppullattsa, sow fish, (16) '

e k- uA - i., keru'bi n, Ohel‘ubo

“lﬁﬁli;III. Sequences with initial 'i'

J"H'T ;friskatu r, basin, (7) i - e = 1., bicceriyya, slaughter-“f
":f} house, (8) i - e - u., 1spettu r, inspector; (9) |
R R a, bi killa, basket, (10) 1-4- o., cippito tu,f

"tﬁateetotum, (11) i - o - a, 1rmonda, he pruned the vines,

- piduiniy socks.

. e

...........

_ﬁ; 14?ﬂ1 ”

(1) e wa,»ce.na, supper, (2) e-— o, termos, heating:fi

'ffze 1u, zeal, (A) e - a-'# a,"A o

-ju., jeneru z, generous, (11) e~ 1 - e,

'”ounding, (12) e - i‘— i, jenti 11, gentle,

'*:ff(1) 1 19 mi.na, mine, (2) i 1., fidi 1, faithful, B
_;(3) i - o, filo “y gauze, (4) i -sa - a, Irlanda, Ireland,:
w(5) e a - i*, briganti.n, brigantine, ($) i - & = u: i

;;gbiskotti-n, biscuit, (13) i = wr- 1,




:*ifiv Sequenee with initial o.h}f y ‘
*fj(1) 0w e, torment, torment, (2) 0~ u-;'stordu t,
 :dazed, (3) o - &4- a, boerSka, gale, (4) o= af- e, -

f‘orgdhett, organ, (5) o - i.;- a, skorfi na, screw;

‘”‘f{f\(6) o = u»» a., fortuna t, 1ucky _W

"3v;, Sequences with initial u'gvlf

..,M_(1) B -fﬁx

,gmﬁhett, mullet, (2) w - 15, puli t, well

~~mannered, (3) u.ﬁn i, Ju ri, jury, (h) - u., tuju n,é:iﬁ
Uﬁyent&ils, (5) u,~ a'- i.,"surari n, match, (6) u - a - u.;-i
R flkuratu iT, curator, (7) w- i - a:, purtina r, porter,i' gx
~‘:'ﬁ''f-“;f:i;(B) u'~f4

_ ‘~ e, purcfhell, punch, (9) u_- i. i, cuMbi ni,‘w
f‘flhobbins,

Mio)iu'— 10 u., kuritu r, corridor, (11)

.“ﬂ;h'u - u"- a, kuru na, wreath, (12) u - u’— 1., cunturi n, j

N belt. TR




'7'-(1)

“{vewel respectively. 3ff?'w

A,DIPHTHONCS AS:

In1 1a1 aw¢

h;L(It- orthography*au), the f0110W1ng nine have crept into

“:these we may add awrl.na, urine, awrina r, urlnal, in

55(2) Interconsonantallx, preced by a consonant group,

~“ﬁclosedﬂby an unmorph loglcal' consonant.,

plaws, applause, boy skawt, boy scout (recent Engllsh

Cowe

|CRITERIA OF LOAN WORDS

and aww f@liﬁﬁgd;b&lbﬁe-cbnéoﬁént or.

Of'the‘thlrty-three Itallan words w1th 1n1t1&1 aw

tial dlphthong, hlstorically, ;vV”

2

ﬁThe;only M. words of thls pattern are.n flawt fluteg

(1) ?orwcomparatlve phonetlcs, 1ﬁ 1s 1nterest1ng that M;

~Aseems‘to have: some dbjectlon t0 g’ ‘sound . which: 1t

X”fdr0ps Anafew loan wordsy . Wlth W “awwissu, cf.- P

'HAugustlne, B AgOStan-"

(2) ‘Used. only: by the Univeréity students of the hall o
i ‘ets 1ts name- from the. Latln 1nscr1pt10n 'Aulu

R ' fover,the entrance. D
(3) Gontaxtually used in ‘the: phrase qoddiesa ta
'hewearllest mass in, the mcrnlng. ¢

°4;agosto, Wlth Mo, frawla, strawberry, It. fragola, w1th'
| a ustom house, IE. dogana, w1th N.EW1st1. Ty




| ';:ffword)
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_fneologism), frawli, strawberry, trawma, trauma (medical |

.g;fq(S) In final position, preceded by one consonant or: a Qﬁ?f

“fconsonant group in the open syllable of diesylldbles and,,
”iﬁg;ﬂgx_ when similarly final in words of more then two m
?”Syllebles.*i;;f;f?f el ' | SRR L

BN Both patterns, ae an’ instance of mixed grammar, may

"*”yf‘be closed by one of the morphological consonants of S M.“;

‘ﬁ}’mhe diphthong ECE qnantitatively short and, as in s. M., 1t

[_flis also stressed.‘vy"'

n;?? ff;uiij(alaw,

' ases : 11ke‘:for instance, r- - [y], whence ve get S.M

f

“é%aw, bogey, armaw, they armed, skartaw, they ‘

ﬁﬁ;Examples?—'
lndran away, bakkalyaw, cod, kawkaw,'cocca, zarmaw, they dis-

f‘ armed, zarmawk, thevdisarmed VO“! 1rv311aw,.they_rebellﬁdaﬁ

'” en3oyed themselves{:

Final jew}, when Not preceded by the consonant se-.

'5~:quence,iand in the same order, given with final y in ef«*'

‘;brackets j"'si'en 1nconstant radical in’ the list of S.M.u -
;’;jpattern with final ew' in firmew " they threw nway._,,fo
ed;Quantitatively, the diphthong iS short and, as in S.M.,*ff
”7i,stressed.$ Examples are mnzew, mueeum, Licew, Lyceum,\

“if;mawsolew, mausoleum.,”z.fﬂﬂéi,ﬁfo







(vii). STRESS AS A CRITERION

En passant, we have often referred to foreign stress,,
o under the proper heading we repeat the important rule that

‘:’q "It is on;z in 1oan words that the stressed syllable is

followed_ﬂy more than one unstressed sx_lable," which

gdifferentiates Semitic Maltese not only from such lan-‘5r"“

‘4i7guages as Italian but also frcm classical Arabic and some{lv

4 i3”*fof its dialects. Examples are Kattoliku. Catholic,'i o
teologu, theologian. e | | :V._
That Maltese, especially as spoken by the unculturedffi

i ;classes, does not easily tolerate such stressing, may be

R steen from the following comparative lists of exam-Ples in ?{‘
M‘Miwhich the foreign patterns are made to cenform to ths 'i

‘ ?rule of Maltese stress either (a) by elision of the first?i
'.{3f;ifsyllable—constituting vowel after the stressed syllable B
inﬂ{-'.if Ai?with, geﬁeraily, conseqnent 1engthening Of the preceding T!
{;{:jfhi; stressed vowel or (b) by stress shifting according to thesg
o :WLSemitic Maltese pattern.;' S | |

“(a}g;Flrst process

Non Semitic Maltese ,'f;“ Italian1

R __..3?;pu1ptu (pulpit) - o PulpitO

;g;glfpalptu (palpitation) 1f.palpit°
H[3.$ rka.ptu (material) T‘,"iiricapito

(1) . The Ttalian vords sre givenin their orthography. =




“ 404 vomty

e -1“11;.ffkarga k

Non Semitie Malteseﬂ?;f7r{j?”1taiianf

hgj‘{ta'vla “:(plank) ‘4;>-§;f]f;tavaié,

é(pe0p1e)  ﬂ'j;_{f?*§dbiab:
ﬂfgf;(Government) : rx.gngqfafnq

(tavern) B o taverna '

g(giant fennel) ,;aa:quafala;‘_va
@ . vomtto-
?”7unde“taking) - -  ‘carica

:(dregs) 1;§i-i;{ffﬁtartar07

“f“[fj;Efgla btu“&;(ﬂcapular) '“ﬁi f;ﬁzlfaP1t°  |

‘“h parglulf;: (p‘U.lpit) | pergamo

 ':u;3](ﬁ)}gSecond Process

‘ kaffAs loan words are generally treated as in process (a)
Italianate 1oans. While the educated classes say u.'x

“ifﬁ people in general prefer the S.M. measure mu°zka, but :

S stomaco

 calice

;\ !

this compr!ﬁe:ﬂa smaller number of words. The countri-' 2

fied massel_"however, apply this process to a few

muzika, mnsic, It. mnaica, Kaf%oliku, Gatholic, It. R
Cattolico, Appoatolika, Apostolic, It. Apostolica, theg_;f

also muzi ka, (in the villagas), pubilknn to pubbliku,  »1




51ﬂ11 pUbblico;vdispu-tiﬁto disputa, Affri ka, Africa, to N

o Affrika,

and th ;Englishfword 'managep', a recent neo-f‘53‘

;3alogism, has“b ! adaptad to manejer by the Maltese bus




. SUPPLEMENT TO PHONOLOGY ~ . =

POllOWing 1s the transcrtption of part of an electlono{ﬁ

_f~b111 which is certalnly not a’ sp601men oC good llterdry

S Maltese, but

> 1’f.""';.’c>i‘ a PPOfeSSional’

s*language belng the typlcQ1 oolloquial

af ords us excellent opportunity to

filllustrate how foreign'words mix naturally with genulne -

‘iﬁj;,Maltese bring about a harmonious interplay Of the

WJVarlous phono*”gica'frulesoof.Sem:tlc and non. Semltic.

'-.Q_L,Maltese that we have been ostab}isning.f All words undef“ 5{
‘fflined aﬁa 3oyeign, and here, to show how the multlple “o -

“‘ffforlterla may e applled wibh good result, we shall analyse

.'g-

:fflohonologlcallyfthe flfst thirtyntwo wordu 1n the 1ist.

\'-Lhe standard snelllng now taught 1n the schools of Malta ;"

To illustrate the phonetlc correspondence between f

‘-\and the transcriptlon, we have also repeated the same

':”*filpasaage in th ?ourﬁent orthography WhjCh ShOU1d show

. easu;s‘r‘,:i;ésni B

and how. ra"7nlstorica1.,iyfp

-far the established spelling 15 phonetlc, ;i
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\_JGVern Kolorga 11 flezekuti v

R Meta-ﬁvern :l.mpe 1& 11 wa:oa lissoépendal

Aceet V%al__

B /deherli“ 11 kien ta mi n ma




57

‘f7;'f; yit 11;5 1opportunita 113 lgvernatur. thailieh -
T ,"_L"?/iali:olloj fideyn 41168 li set’)/*ew yew may kol:{on})‘ idea

RN 11;1;13131; ’f § /nemmen win/ hoss 11 met/j}/andek okkazz.vo ni 5
g

; ;\ | 3§f.:"j= a Volza/rayt 11 rayt. ka/ lugxi /gide'b, 1nfa myi mix{dawk»

| f/milt dak1i/ kien éewwa u m-yandi/iibda disgyaci r 1

l ‘smayt
A

E '1,\1~Kostituzz;jon1 neh.hiha g‘hal lcollox u ghamel gvern

'””f”j:seajahli ﬁalli nieﬁu parti gﬁatutielet dafba £l

/Justa tal bzonniyyiet tal po-plu yew “y’a_f ma yafu j
‘yew. faj mayri du) ) ittieni kien 1istess Gvern L
‘i mperya 11 11 fti t /i 1u kien illicents;ra ni bhala
| 5 Miﬁistru 11 /kien qi k’ed iseyyahli/ bhala konsul‘éu :r',

A
/ta’(] mel 1ddo/wre r/tiyyek//uwwa 14 /ta;}/’mel w muj 11

3 /toq?/’od tit haddet/biss. _\fIllwm, wara /c“ia k: 11 /jfadda
(. e

T /darba fkienu/ Nbieb /tiyyey/ yiena /{;fadni/ nhoss 11 'J/*“

/'biss millvu ei tal lm Lxentsa tiyyey u 11 7/’ a’

) milt da-k 11 dehe;pli kien éewwa.- f:\_ v

- The_. above ] rose _-Y'assa""e “in the_standard 8 ellin L

GVern Kolon;Lali fl- ezekutiv

Meta 1-gvern imperjali, wara 11 issospenda
ilkolonjali mill-aktar strett, 1l-gvernatur gﬁan—nom tar-re 3
;ezekutir, jien accettajt taﬁt zewg kondizzjonijiet 1~

-evmel 11 xejn ma jmgi fl- ezekutiv kuntrarju g’ﬁalmA
principji Nazzjonalisti, wit- tieni 11 nrbqa fl-;z;'




’ezekutiv sakemm flimkien ma sﬁabi jirnexxili 11 ngib

| ' kost1tuzzjoni oﬁra, aktar 1iberali minn dik 1i kellna.,

.Sewwa sew, kif il—Gvernatur lpprokklama 1-kostituzzjoni

| “;?1-gd1da, jiena tajt id—dimissjoni Liegﬁi Kif kont .

>;wegﬁidt meta accettaﬁt. ‘ o

| Naf li bosta minn sfhbi ta. l-antik, bﬁhlma wkoll
: Tbosta minn dawk 11 fluimghoddi sostnewni bil-vot taghhom,'_
. ma Radux- goet 11 Jien accettajt 14 nifforma parti
’ mill~€23kutiv, huma raw f1~ accettazzjoni tiegﬁi bﬁala

| - 3:g?st kontra l—interessi talnpoplu, izda jien ghadni

‘nahseb, kif ﬁsibt meta acéettajt 11 nagﬁhel parti mill-s_ﬁ

o WGPezekutlv, li Jien m,gﬁamiltx ﬁlief ask 11 kien semplice" ”f

ﬂ‘f*ment dover tiegHi. e

Gﬁax Aecettgigr

L-cwwel nett, gﬁaliex deherli 11 kien ta min ma
.Jitlefx 1- opportunita 11 1~gvernatur tﬁallieh ghal
kollox f’idejn nies 11 setghu, Jew ma jkollhomx idea 1r

"ifﬂgusta tale bzonnijiet tals ‘poplu,’ jew ghax me jafux,jew

i\ghax.ma Jridux, it~tieni kien 1— istesa Gverh imperjali .
S lic ftit ilu kien 1llicenzjan1 bhala Miniatru 11 kien

SR ,:qieghea 1se33aﬁli bhale konsultur, it-tielot gﬁax

- n@mmen u nhoss 11 meta ghandek okkazzdoni 1i tagﬁmel 16~;.
"dover tieghek, huwa 1i taghmel u mhux 1i toqghod




‘”i{ié;"{ﬁ'er'a $117 (Imperlal) forelgn by %1;71nﬁernéi?oonsoél“
Vocalic se= -

' quencé. Its only element agreelng with SeM. 15 posi- .

"3 ﬁitﬁaddét5biss.1 Illunn Wara dak 11 gﬁﬁdda, avolja raat 5

'”111 ragt, kalunjl, gldeb, 1nfam31 mlnn dawk 11 danba
3 kienu ﬁbieb tle”hl, Jlena ghadni nﬁbss 11 gﬁémllt dak '

11 kien sewwa u m gﬁnndi 1~ ebda dispgaclr 11 smajt

'f blss mlllnvucl tal-koxaenza tlegﬁi u li ghémilt dak 11

‘ deherll klen sewwa.

Phonological Descrlptlon of Loan Words

. Gvern, forelgn by (1) consonant 'v' (2) Consonant |
'~ sequence, (3) Vocalic position; it has been semitised -

~only -in the matter of stress, ef. It governs (hls-
torlco-phonological crlterion). L

nant. *p'.  (2)" Consonant sequence. (3

- tion, of stress (hlstorlcal agreement)...

e issospenda (snSpended) foreign by (1) Iniernal con=

sonant 'p'e (2) Vocalic. sequence,- (3) Congonant se=
quence.P081t10n of stress -as’in S.M.@(historlcal
agreement) R : o '

‘:‘#:5 Kostltuttsyo:nl? oonstltutlon) foreign by (1) 1nuer-;‘
'2) .Consonant sequence. (3).Vocalic ' .
 sequence, - (4) Vowel of . Stress as in S , Mo (histori~~:‘

‘ nal -consonant. ts. -

cal agreement).].‘

56, Kolonya 1i (Golonlal) foreign by (1) Consonant so- f;i

gquence. (2) Vocalic sequence. Stress as in SelMe
hlstorlcal agreement).~j ‘ . L

‘6 Strett (strlct) foreign by (1) Inltlal consonant
, group. (2) Vocalic p031t10n. e : .
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no.m.(name) foreign'by wowel o:

re, foreign by vocalic p081tion. S.M.,has only one-

.~‘_ such word, (of. Ph of S.M. vowel e )

0.

- of initial a. (3) positlon of diphthong ‘ay’.

42,

1’1-13.

16,

f{ma

arti‘ foreign by consonant sequence.~ Stress as in
S.M {(historical agreement); vocalic sequence belongs
-:alsd.t0 S.Me, but.with a different semantic functlon
(morphological criterion)

ezekutiv, foreign by (1) Consonant ‘v' (2) COnSOnantf

wseqnonce. (3) Vocalic sequence.

accettgjq, forei by (1) Internal tel. 52) Position ;.
(4) Consonantal. seqnence. (5) Vocalic sequence. b

kongitts oniyyiet (conditlons) foreign by (1) ts. -
(2) Vocalic sequence, (3) Consonantal sequence.

= kuntra:ry 'Scontrary), foreign by (1) Consonantal
- Bequence, iz Vocalic sequence. (3) Position of semi |
e &‘*vowel 'y . Stresa as in SeMe (historical agreement). o
- ~'sonant group. (2) Vocalic sequence.
.11’55" k :
ww,'.-;consonantal seqnence. (3) Vbcalic sequence. (4) posi- -

princigxi (principles), foreign by &13 Initial con—'of_
3) Position of 'y'.

Nattsxonalisti (Nationalists) foreign by (1) 8. (2)_ov

' xirnesji %it succeeds) foreign by (1) Oonsonantal
sequence, 2) Vocalic sequence, .

1ibera: 11 (liberal) foreign by (1) Vocalic and (2)

‘consonantal sequence. (3) Position of final 'i'

18,

Gvernatu:p (Governor) foreign by (1) initial conso- ffl
nant group, :(2):Consonantal sequences (3) Vocalic

 53seqnence. (h) Vocalic positlons. -

19,
: l'iVbcalzc sequence. (3) Consonant sequence,

faoo.

1pprok1a.ma (he proclaimed), foreign by (1) ! (2)?:]

dimissxo ni (resignation), foreign by (1) ot. (2) ,
.Consonantal- sequenoe. (3) Vocalic sequence. (&) Posing
tion of final ‘i . . SRS ‘




o 23
e é"u

, {43 by TE8'. (3) by 0t.. (4) Position of final i. '

ﬁ:ﬂp{ Partlng.
’ 1th’é§’
. | r~"3’9:—'
t . .

v 32

‘‘‘‘‘‘

- antisk. (anthue), forelgn by (1) Gonsonant seqnence.g\
(2_ by positlon of - vocalie sequence, whlch 1s other-Jg*
Wlse Semltlc. %~l;55 I : , . ol

Sostnewnl (supported me w1th ni ﬂ me), foreign by
({7 Gonsonant sequence. (2) P051tion of" ew .

vo t (vote) foreign by (1) v and (2) o..

goet (pleasure) forelgn by consonant sequonce. .
P051t10na11y, Q0 conforme to! S.M.x,« : s

nlfforma forelgn by (1) Consonantal sequence. (Zijﬁf
Vocallc eequenee._ v o - LSl

Vt'ceet aﬁtsyo ni ‘(ac

@taneen‘foreign by (1) et

Vocallc and conSOnantal sequence.

Tést (gestureg, foreign bﬁ”w 3Qonsonant sequence.,:i
V@Eﬁlic_‘031tion qecurs)als ,flStMt cf.‘ferq, halr N

Kontra (agalnst), forelgn by consonantalgeequence

1nteressi (1nteree:s)‘jlore1gn by (1) Gonsenantal
sequence. (2) Vocala. _quence. SRR

(2) o..\-'

go.plu (pe0p1e),4fore1gn by (17ﬁ

sempllcement (31mply), forelgn by (1) eoneonanﬁal e
sequence. (2) VOCallC sequence. (3) P051t10n of flnalyg

dover (duty), foreiwnﬁby (1) consonant ’v' (2)"
Vocalic sequence.;igej ; . R S .
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.0 THE VARIABLE ELEMENT. OF S.M. MORPHOLOGY =

. Introduction
o | In phonology, we dealt mainly with the formal
»"'.‘_diatribution of the vowels, in this par‘b we deal with |
.fthe formal distribution of the consonant sequences plus
1 ’f5Jg1ve semantic definiteness to the unvowelled baaes, whioh,
?-as such, only suggest aome aort of meaning too vague,- o

-koﬂhoweVer, to be of any. uae ror speech purposes., One S

-Tizﬁsuch vocallsed consonant base has to be chosen and f,
.-1fixed as a. test pattern,_whoreby to compare and check

~Ethe formal behaviour of further aoatter. Wo ahall uae ;f

R 3 Ver‘bal pattern, morpholosically °°Preap°nﬁing to the.

“ff3rd person tasculine singular, in which the seoond
1%1\radica1 features intervooalically.” The particular voc-*
. tjalic aequences - and there are six of them - do not -
?}matter at ‘the. momont, as we, ahall describe them.more
‘"tfully ﬁhen we come. to deal with Verbal patterns.' What

lu,matters 13 the consonantal element of the Verbal Base

'*twhich we' shall nuse throughout to, symbolise a. hYP°theti°‘tf

\ol}al_original,base.‘ We shall refer to this test pattern




‘ﬁi-.ﬂ aa the Verbal Base, or as V.B. for short.

In Semitic and Semitieed Maltese, morphological

‘*:‘ definiteness 1s a. matter of the prOper correlation of

; the vocalic and eonaonantal elementa, which, between ffrf]

' them, make up the vooabulary of the spoken language,

e ;and, by the fbree of 11nguistic 1m1tation baaed on o

‘formal analogy, also the new words coined by the modern'f.

1fwr1ters to express 1deaa for whieh the 11mited stoek

‘3 of current vocabulary does not provide, thus creating

th;;?gradually a Neo~uem1tic Malteae with which we shall deal‘i

\}:briefly eleewhere. ;_~»5'f ﬂ

The eonsonantal element of words, baaic and seatter,r

: gezwill be represented by the three conventional radicals,”f

’¥~Q = T < L, whieh Wwe shall use throughout o smmboliseﬁki
 jany triconsonantal base with the three radicals that areﬁ;
- constant as to position, and, formally, appearing in allJ

: the scatter of the original base, in eontradistinctionﬁf

- 3from others, also hypothetically triconsonantal but withi,

} one, and in a few instanees, with two radlcals- L2 y --'

inconstant. . The reason why they ars. called inconetant ;‘

o 5;18 that, 1n some of the seatter, unlike those eonstant:nf

v‘they diaappear altogether.n ‘ o Rt
N These 1nconstant radicals may oecur nitiallz,,w;afl
_e'f,mediallx, finallx and, in the few 1nstances of double
:‘:ve;radical ineonstancy, mediallx and finallx, as L - W -a(YL




TR

'ffl'H - Y - (Y), in whieh ceae, however, the eecond rad— a:}f

”'lical w or y, formally behaves like a constant radical

: 1n that it alwaye appears 1n the possible derivatives

"faof the base, in ite right order, whieh bringe us to ;ﬁ

"“”inxj;the formmlation of the 1mportant principle that no mat-lﬁi

; Tis,!L;ter how the correlativ” vowel or vewele may vary, in -

“fall the possible scatter, the coneenante alwaye retain ;?;

| the order established by their own baeic aequence.

1M“;;;This applies also to 'w' and 'F and t° any of the

5f{h;pharyngalieed vowele featuring a8 radicale.

Ae a variant of V.B. Q - T - L, we have Q - T‘_ T,Qf

‘7with the 1ast two radicalshthe same, and which, in

i-m8poken Maltese 1n the V.B. we have choeen ae a teet

‘ajpattern, amalgamate 1nto one 1ong consonant only to

'~:=sp11t up 1nto two. separate, though phonetically 1dent”

”;ieal, consonanta in further acatter. To shew what we

lﬂpmean, we take 'medd', he atretched, ae an inatanee,

’7;';wh1ch, by analogy with V.B.erﬁet, he threw, formally

| ifis eupposed to be for hypothetical 'meded', and radd'

:;;:he reetored, which, bY analogy With radam, he buried,
1. " fbrmally must be the phonetie 1mplicat10n of 0?1813811
O radad.w Cf. d—d poaitione in.mimdu'd: stretched, With

:fpositionally eorreeponding b and t in m;Sﬁu-t, thrown,

‘a, “and dud in mirdu.d, reetored.with d~m, in mirduxn,




This explains the convenience, for purposes of

";formal description, of" hypothecating triconaonantaliemgfi
4 throughout aleo for such patterna, and likewise for

‘{fthose with one of the radicals 1nconetant. . There are,ﬁii

A besidee, Quadriliteral bases°‘baees made up of four -

}gfradicals symbolised by Q - T -»L - L, but 1n this caeeﬁﬁﬂ

fi and fourth radicale, which' may or may not. be 2

f,ljidifferent, phonetically, never amalgamate into one 1ong

Mmi?’consonant also when they are 1dentica1, &8 1n gerbéb,

With the quadriliterale, we should not conruse tri-f

“°“Qf*consonantal baees with medial radical morph01°81°ally

V(csuch, in Mhltese.A_ef'n

'baaeB' - E

‘lengthened as, ﬁabbat, he struck, from habat, though in

*:the liet of consonant sequences that we gave in

:i'Phonologyk{ we have~1ncluded a few such patterns, the
triconsonantal baae of which, though poeeibly still ex~f$

»‘Ltant in.Arabic, has ceased to exist, or function aB

We now tabulate fbrwéeference:thefyerious-Verhei'ﬁ?@{

SICS
L (@)
e
NOR

— (w) EN
i (Y) -1
-T= .

“d&;fﬁznfﬁziﬁsﬂ'£x~£{f;;
. : S ' 5 . . . o e




"-The criterion for deeiﬂing that V.B. b and 5 have 'w'i°v

'“‘and 'y respeetively for medial radical 1e baeed on

\whether u, o, w in' (4) or 1., 1, y in (5) feature 1n

the eeatter.k Thie ie, however, as far as’ the V.B.-

1tee1f 1e concerned, only ‘a convenient assumption, though

‘not without a hietorical phonetic Juetirication based

" on anelogical triconeonantalism, actually V.B. (4) and':f
SHEO ](5) as teet patterns are biconeonantal with medial a'VQ'

\f‘EOr 1e.a But the radicale abeent in the V.B. apPeaP in ei;f

the scatter.<

Ex plee"f" S e -
o v.B._s - (Y) < B, to find is Bas b, or eieb, a8

a fspoken, but ied: b, he finde (with inter~ i!f

ayiconeonantal 'i' fbr hypothetical y )
‘ifiand mieyu'b, found ( y featuring as

’ ‘jprevoealic radical)

1v:§lddf~ (W) - M, he ‘got up, - ie Qa-m, as epoken;es7
'f7{;but iqn.m, he gete up (with 1ntercon50n-f3;i

antal ’u' for ’w'), and qawma, a reeur-g;jf

Ai-frection, (poetvoealic 'w appearing ae f,i’

:Ya radical), which cempare with habta, eef?f

‘ collieion, frem:HaBaT, he etruek, whereif;'

“._hypothetical A and b are, poeitionally,LEEEf

”rfanalogous. }




167

R What we have explained, mnst have made 1t clear
ii"tthat Maltese morphological patterns are essentially

’ffw_fvariable a8’ to form. This will be seen'better from tne_

Z‘ﬁ;fliat of" patterns which we have given 1n aeparate tablesg

| ;*v;&with short introductory notes o 6XP1&in them formally;ig

‘fjand also functionally where neceasary..,;gfff .
With the Invariable Element we ahall deal separately

féa?in 'B' We shall continue to use. M.V.Vto indicate that

j%*ijthe pattern 1n qucstion 13 also shared by foreign words .

f to- an‘extent«that will‘be discussed saparately 1n the |

,Morphology;ef?Non~Sem1tic;Maltese, and S.M. to indicate

' ;that the pattern hab not affected any 1oan wcrds._“ﬁ_




J f ‘(001. 1v.)ii Semantically, they denote 'aotion"or ~

K - R -AH. The. variety of the thirty three Naminal

"ﬁffpatterna that are the scatter of such Verbal baaes

168 3

o qu Ta‘ble includes a complete 1ist of Hominal

.;patterns resulting from the corresnonding verbal Bases.fi

"states’ nominally conceived, as, qari (the) reading

from v B. Q-R- (Y) and kruha, ngliness, from

.....

some patterns 9lso on the additional suffixes, and the  
";consequent arrangements of the consonant seqnences as

fdescribed in Gol. These nominala, denoting action'

| or: ’atates', of which several examplea are given 1n SN
;001‘5111’ are matehed with a liBt of formally corres-~
“hponding nouns (Col. v), but which are not the scatter'Jiﬁf
‘Aof Verbal bases, though they themselves may be produc-fiag

tive of such bases - referrad to as denominative SUR

”ﬁ.~verbs — and of the further scatter thereof as, for

'iinstance, hajjar, he stoned- tahj r, stoning, etc.~"
from noun 'ﬁajar, stone. This, as the given example
5ahows, results from the phonetic 1engthening of the
_;,I-meaial Tadical that may or may not be retained through-. |

:out in all sﬁbsequent scatter as, for inatance, tahji r,
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for the ether form, also current, tﬁejji r, in which
the phonetic lengthening of the: derived V.B. ia re—

tained.7 In Col. iv the more freqnent vocalie eeqnences

'"7\‘of the Verbal bases that give rise to the nominale 1n

Col. 111 ‘are not listed neceesarily in the order of

the example in Col. 111.

Pattern Veriebility,x,‘

Many of the examples given in Col. iii are subject

to further rormal modification by the addition of Buf-' o

rix a to the 1ast consonant, with consequent elision nfé

' of the unstressed vowel, if the word 13 dissyllabic:r"u
with medial radical intervocalic, as wahma, a wish, from‘
waham, deaire, or to final '1’ or 'u' in open syllable .
; with their consequent change to 'y' or . w' respective~:r
1y as Jirya, a run, from Jiri, and felwa, a filly, from
felu.”} Thia will apply also to Deecriptive patterns
(Table 4), where suffix 'a' has a purely gender func-
tion, ‘as hBIWa, eweet (feminine) from helu, maeeuline,:%
in eontradiatinetion from 1its - o |

Semantic Function o

in Noun pattern, where it may indicate -

iv PPN Wpme pwr e - . . S



‘fjunity of action (col. iii), ‘that is, )
“+'action’.done’ once, as harsa, a look, from
, ‘713V.B. hares. e e

gfthe wa an action 1s performea (Gol.,III)
SRUREN - UL 1 § ya,\one 8 way ‘of walking, gait"1~_
T,gﬁkitba tone' g : \ﬁ’

féanj;nl mean 'a bitch'ff*ff

w1th other formal developments resulting from th

" “Ccadaition of the pluralising suffixef.wevsnall deal

”%;Tunderfthe pr0per heading{t‘
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Nominal Scatter with initial 'm*vt R

G Descrlptive Rules
,,;;fwith initial ‘morphologioal 'm!,: followed‘or not, by any noa

: In Qemitic Maltese, there are eightean patternsj

" “iﬁcof the five unpharyngalised'vowels, and other seven 1one1yf:

ﬁi;forms which we shall describe separately, derived (a)

‘either from the Vérbal Base ‘or (h) fram other nouns, the nE

'Va;originaf Vbrbal Baae of:which,:extinct 1n Maltese, may be ﬂﬁ

"7~“5h18torica11y traceable in 1ts parent — Arabic.
- In the 1iats of examples we shall indicate extinct

ff[radicala by an asteriskg

(II) The formal behaviour of the consonantal and
lif;ﬁ;vocalic elements that make up the different patterna 18
| 71‘f111ustrated 1n Table 3 aéb-c-d, the seventh and eighth
$ﬂ%places of which show the further vocalic seqnences or

f\f§3§the suffix 8 o fthe determin&te plural or. the formal re

, R  construction of the pattern for the indeterminate plural,

'&%55L£wh1eh we. shall explain under the heading 'plural patternsﬂfg




«’iffffaccording to’ pattern, when the base 1t is att&ched ﬁO

‘.7;\f11 to 13 and 17 it forms 8 cansanant junction (zero

(III) The chalic sequences that determine the

forms of the eighteen patterns, given 1n the Tables, may

be dlvided into four 0185395'*;fﬂ;*ff5‘*\

x;ll(1) Vocalic sequences that are: correlated to'f}f
RN triconsonantal ‘bases with second and third;~_;
radicals different.é&;x;_»- =

-sJJS(Q;: ;Those correlated t0- triconaonantal baseS»iﬂi
SRR “with-second and third radieal 1dentica1 L
¢ Sl 'ttern Q -}TM— T).;V‘|

IR ?ﬁ(}), ‘Those correlated to. biconsonantal baaes
oS wighe et o Yyt as the medial inconstant
i .; radical.. . ,

~ Those correlated to a biconsonantal base«5 :
with third radical”'w' or y éj“ﬁf

(Iv)g}Prerix 'm. 13 followed by any of the five Vowels,’

has the first and second radicals in phonolagical -

'qunction. Thus an initial trioonsonantal group is

~*fvowe1 betwten the second and first radicala, morphologi '}
‘Tfal ‘m' is separated from the flrst radical bY en 1nter~ o
?Vening vowel, in pattern 17’ in which. the first radicalii;

-disappears, from the second radical, whereas 1n patternﬁff

vowel) with the 1nitia1 radieal. =

“fials are separated by an 1ntervening vowel or by ‘ie'

{
Vo




'  ~fP1ace)

*,1M111ea, Ghristmae~ literally Nativity Day)

”*fi@i3whereas in pattern 11 - 15 the first vowel in the

l:eequence is followed by a 1ong coneonant With or without

' ‘_final 'e' 1n open” syllable. In 8 - 10, they are in.

phonologicel junction.-“'

(The formal deecriptione that we have given may fﬁ*i'

be supplemented by further etudy ef the Tablee, and’ thetii

'Jvrulee teeted by the liate or words that we have given

luto illustrate eaeh pattern separately)

The Semantic function of 'mﬁ, together with the L
"ﬂgﬂgcorrelative voealic eequencee, is to indicate ;'

(a) the place where the action expreeeed by the o

foriginal V.B. takes, or hae taken, place. (Noune ef

:a_‘dicated 13 perfbrmed.; (Noune of Instrument)
(c) The time when an action hae been fulfilled.ﬂﬁ‘

_#(Neun of Time of. which there is only one instance, :m_cii

(d) A number of objecte collectively conceived

:j euch a8 .are individually deneted by the original pat-;

*#etern, in thie case, a neun, ae, mijfna, fleet' (collecf:;

: tion of ehipe) from gifen, a ehip, mizbla, pile of

(b) The inetrument, with which. the action 1n~ﬂjjp




fBSgﬁ

~;__j:,rubhiah, from zibel, rubbish, dirt. g

: ﬁ‘The 'conceptual abstractness' of the meaning

,;E*expressed by the original‘V:B; (Abstract Nouns) as ;f

;Tfmhabba, 1ove, affection, from habb, hews 1oved, mahfPa:

Sfforgiveness from hafer, he fbrgave. B

Unlike classieal Arabic whieh, in similar formations;

.‘¢§required by pattern.1ﬁ_ ;f

'f(ﬂ) Arabic does not always main;ain the differentia»ffff
“tiony . 1t has both Yy4w . and 5%, for.spindle, i
(M. manel]l;?f°/ andﬁjgh@sfor handle (M. maQbad),
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EXAMPLES OF THE VARIOUS PATTERNS

We'now‘give the whole 1list of the Nominel scatter 
with initial 'mﬁ taken fronLM. A Vassalli’s lexicon.
o. An asterisk means that the word is obsolete, and a cross +
A'that there is serious reason to believe that the derivat-»
5 'f ¥1ve given in the Maltese dictionaries, ‘but _never heard
hffin the &poken Maltese, may have been evolved by analogy .f
though, as such, it may also have recently appeared in i
,‘1iterary Maltese.i The vocalic sequence -of the origlnal B
TvVerbal Nominal base, where it still survives, is: given:‘o:

“in braokets.

(1), Pattarn m & Q T 8 L :Q

EX ggples. | j“ ' |
mabhar (a - a), censer, mabqar (a - a), herd of -
'cattle, mabrad (a - a), file- mabjar (a - a), manyfT

| news, mabzar (- a: =)y pepper; ® maB}Br (a - a),,»
< -'_'dung--hin,_aE madbah (e - a), altar, maghal (a - a)y
\ entrance, madmad (none), yoke; madrab (a = a), S
[ doorways; mafrad (extinct), dish, majmar (a - a), |
,firéﬁla@ﬁm;“*mahrab (a - a), asylum; YmaRdar (a - a),

marriage gueSts;»mahtab (a"+‘a),.pilo'of wood; |
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. *maﬁWaf;-arﬁggiét's'sﬁ0p§ﬂmaksar (1 éﬁé);'part of'é 106m;
- *manbar (a~- a), pulpit, manqa (a - a), chisel, maqbad
~'y(a - a), handle, maqbar (a - a) cemstery, maqdab (a - a=:
I :fpruning knife, maqhab (o - o), brothel; maqsab (a. - a)
“”cane-field' maq ar (a - a), heap of husks, mag ad (a - a)
 seat, +marba’f'(e - a), square; marqad (a - a), dormi—)if
tory; masjar, (i - a), copse; matfay*(a - a), rammer"":
matlab (a - a), oratory, matlag (a - a), asoent,
o s, H”ar (a - a), tithes.f S TRl
| . k2) Pattern ma Q T e L a

N “mahleb (a - e), milking pail, mahbez (a - ), oven'l
:‘*“Amahsel (a“; e), washing place, marden (a ~ e), spindle,”f
 ma lef (a -e), fodder- ma zeb (extinct), stem of a
}plant, ma zel (a - e), distaff- mahzen (a - e), magazineﬂ:
mahwet (from hu.t, fish), fish market, ma - jen (a - e),

kneading basin. L  ' | o

 f‘(3) Pattern m 1 QT a L L

iEmibzaq (e - a), spittoon, mitrah (e - a), mattress,. |
minfah (e - a), bellows, i dbah (e - a) altar; misrah
(e ~. a), open space, mitqal3 (o -0 or. - a: -), the '
weight of (always used in eonstruction with another noun '
"~ or a pronomdnal suffix as yiswa mitqla deheb, it 18 h‘\
worth its weight in gold, mitqal qantar,_ qantar, welght)

Cfo AQ“) 'y tenth partt

wi- '_‘\ cf. An f&gg ’ cannon. N
3 Gf. Aag[}ﬂ, s weight of a balance, _HAVA.




. :*Pr\gplace; mirkeb (i - e),

e

:5:‘,(4) Fattern m i Q T e L

- +midhen‘”ei-féﬁ, ointmsnt,_, mifles (1 - e*), s L

treasury‘:f mij’bed (i - e),.shaft, mijles (i - e ), narro”};t

:ship; minfes (i - e), noatril;

‘“-fmindel, scythe. minkeb (1= e), elbow, mlnzel (= e),;~if,

) TQ; (6) Pattern mu  _

| RS ‘(7) Pattern mo Q,T ie.Lp5

'flanding place, mizwet 'y POdo mizrek, lean peraon;,!”ﬁ'fffﬁi

PR ASO

Y}f(ﬁ) Pattern.m.u Q T ﬂva:; - L
b musma.r (a = a) nail, munQa r?f(aji¢d9§ beal;

ﬁmunua-r (a -‘a) a saw.

musbieh (e = a), lamm. muftleh (e - a), key;*igfff}aff

" moqdief (aﬁi e), oar'-mohriet, plough,"'

(Note: ' Strictly speaking, No.7 is hardly - - -
v an esgential pattern. as itgis A
‘*ﬂ”only a variant of 6). I

(8’) Pattern ma Q, T La

SEma'bhra (ai~ a), censor, majmra, fireaplace, |
| fjmahzna (a - e), store room, mansba (a - a), trap, mahfrafﬁﬁ

L Vf(a --e), pardon; maydna (a - e), kneading'basin, mdfifa,;fj

t_aspoon.;yngi'”

71(1) Hardly ever used in the singular but, as other BRRRI Y

- -double: parts of the body, in the Dual plural mnifseyn,
. “the nostrdle, ' . 1. S
13(2) mizwet énd mizrek have noﬁextant base in modern “ng*




e fk;place, ﬁmintba, a hill, mintna (i - e), etench, gmistra-gfﬂ
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(9) Pattern me Q. T La

*fj;menqyg (a+ - a), a 1itt1e pool, mentna (1 - e), an of~; ;;i

- *feneive stench, merhba1, welcome, merhla, flock of sheepef;

(10) Pattern.mi;g T La with 1tm two variants (a)
'“ mi Q i T La. and (b) 1m Q e T La. (f”“ “ |

mijfn (1 - e), fleet,‘ milq}”a(a-- a ), meeting

kl(a - a), secret place, miﬁtla (i - e), bed of plants,

.V_i miksba (i - e), gain.lx

(the. When the second radieal in the
' ‘consonant greup required by pattern is

Cﬁ,l: ms n,J’; a vowel must be inserted ac-

:””ffcording to the rule of Maltese phonology.x
- Of« Preliminary thes on Malteee Sounde

*La_fju-u The Liquids, Part L)

Examgles of Pattern 10 (gl | R
o miS“]‘il &, not misyl a, illumination from v.B. g fél,
:H,fmibe?’aa, not mibg/c’la, hatred, from V.B. .ba'}ad, miléfga,

J“Eﬁeﬂﬁnot miIfﬁa, Playground, from V.B. 1aT&b, midirsa, not

" llﬁfjgmidrsa, quantity of corn to be threehed,,from V.B. diree{fg

*m*(1) Cf. A -ﬂ”k/ » to greet, which form has ‘not eurvived ?f
- in Maltese. R ﬂ : T




“.,»..,'-(11) Pattern m Qa TT

: J"i,:“thick wa11.2<<

v\j-fmredda ’: wet nurse.;ﬂ. ;j:, 5§‘,l” o h

() ot A T to pepair a well. o
() Orthographically, nireddgha (mredd: a), from‘V.B..‘

196

Examples of Pattern 10 (bl

| imaelﬁa (e - a), broom. imserka (:i. - e), shuttle-quill

mqass, scissors.‘x

“(12) Pattern m Qa TTa

mﬁabba (- a = ), love, mhadda (- a - ), pillow, ,
- : A
_mﬁhkka (-’ '~), grater; mhalla (- a - ), reel, mramma b

kN .

::(13) Pattern m Qe TTa , S -
' msella, packing needle; mkebba (e - e), a- reel,

k2(14) Pattern ma Q Ta | |
: marfaB, landing-place, surviving only'as a place o

Zlname, maraah; anchorage-ground, also a place name, mahra .

‘f(a - a(y)), public convenience.-_

(15) Pattern mi Q Ta | |
' midra (a - a), winnowing shovel; misqa (e - a),_ R
"ivessel; milwa (e_— a), skein, mitwa (e - a), cylinder'

'mi;;ya, (v.B. gie),‘ coming. o

Ve

'R =D = .., semantically assimilated to pattern 12 in;é_
the aense of ‘wet nurse' a8’ 8 passive participle pat-‘l :
<. itern 1t peans also suckled' o : -
- 3 _Cf. A.'@”to bring a ship ashore, whence b}" port.

) Cf. A.LM) to moor (ship), whence» ;§$ﬂ]ﬂ port. o




15‘(16) Pattern me. Q Ta'

'1

]

mer a (ra - a), pasture, mera, from V.B. ra. (he

' Aﬂsaw, 1ooking-glass.hgflff 

;at(17) Pattern m.Q i' La Eii'Jﬂh

mji ba(ie), behaviour, mhi ba, (- ie - ), offer,va.a
TS Do

‘msi da, place name. Cf. A;¢5ixam¢w‘,net, msi ba,

%(+ a:.a, alae - ie - ), something discovered.,

-{;(18) Pattern mi Tie L, from V.B.xwith 18% rad. iﬁ!

milied (i - e), Ghristmas, mizien (i - e), scalea,_zﬁ

"

"fmizieb (1 - ), sutter- »ah "

(1) If M. menza, staff, were really A;ifluﬁﬁ,’alaoviﬂv

*U’;suSPicion that it 18 -here & cese of accidental similar-
. ity. The liquid. 'n' ususlly voices 8 preceding 's' -

jirthat ‘menza 18 Italian mensola, whence mensla, M.atreés,
«}and finally, menZa.;g'f : S o

it should be classed under. pattern 463 but I have my -

(voiceless) in non-Semitic Maltese., It is possible -
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 IRREGULAR: NOMINAL SCATTER WITH INITIAL 'M'

_ . Selln | Base with Voo. ugg.
(1) mozﬁriyya,_compaasion, o '3/5 De R
-[(2) mo?ﬁiyya, “passage,. ':i“fff ‘“"}”é D

CU3) moﬁqriyya, opPreseion,5&*'-  Heaaa ®

'“.;(A) misthija, bashfulness,glﬁtglwwﬁxs thqu,aAn‘

nfﬂ(ﬁ) mistﬁoqqiyya,Aworthiness,f%;ﬁ;iié‘t,H;Q_Q Q
a(6) mistoﬁbiyya, concealment, ' -';s;t,a”ﬁ’ﬁfa

‘(?) mistoqsiyya, queetion,:gv . n_yseﬁ_é Q Sfa1

Lonely Formations o

(1) mera, mirror, given under Pattern 16, from
defective V. Base ra.,he saw.' Formation.\m + ra, which,{?
with the intervention 01 a phonologically required vowel,ff
:igives mera. ii R R o | | | |
.‘ (?) moﬁba, hiding place.. Prom‘base H -B - (y),;:r:
;f:vocalic sequence eA~ a.u VaSSelli, followed by Falaon,
:»gives a parallel form.'mojra ’ which 13, however,

- generally pronounced mijra (Pattern 15)

() G b uie o' inormer, Bemsestor




1

(3) mikenm a place, historically and in literary
: Maltese, but actuallJ used as &n adverb-i'nowhere' JT"
,f.m.+ V.Base, kian._‘~\'] | )

\ profit, 1iterally what one lives by ,‘fzﬁ

» financia1 means'v 1m + V-Bﬁse}faj. as in (3) g
(5) MRewha,_fan, 1itera11y ' the instrument wherebytf?

t’one fans on“:el‘b frem‘v. Base R - Wz-- H, vocalic

ﬂjfsequence e formed by analogy With pattern 10 (b)

6 M'edd' a girtn, from'baﬁe f“ a-a, m+ the at‘”“‘

o V. Baseiby semantlc analogyswith pattern M Q a: TT, and fﬁf
‘;\(3) and (4) in tne above list. | | |

(7) Imtaﬁieb, pl&ce name, according to Falzon plaee

'in whlch tha'eattle are,milked' from‘bqse H-L- B,gg;fﬁﬁ

‘ vocalic seqpence a - e, b being purely morphologieal

1ncrement, byfan oy with pattern 2.1 Normal fcrmatian vi

'ma H. Le B'
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- Table W

Thia Table 1ncludes a. complete list of the des-rx

”criptive patterns of Maltese.4 'Descriptive here ia

,; .2;1g1ven 8- much wider meaning than is usually given to

adjective','ae we shall see from the seventyone exaﬁples.
. llfwhieh, between them, 1ne1ude all the morphological pat~;uv
?ii fterna that, 3yntactiea11y, hehave 11ke adjectlves. !. | _
| For easy reference, they are divided into six classea.
J§€5éi(A -»F), which we shall now describe separately. |
;”TAJ"A :-.

¥ ‘}"'i:‘}‘é“sﬁbdivideuf’i’:i:’ritb '3 (;&i “).1 ‘e(nc'l | LAii ) -

RS
PR

In (Ai) froano. ﬂ to 1& are included deacriptive

| patterns Irom triradical bases»vg

e P T L 'with first rad. ‘ 1nconstant)
=T =T (with medial rad,; 1engthened3
= {w,y) - L (with mediel rad. inconstant
- (y) -with final radical inconstant)

OO S
 pO® %9'-
BN IR Y I O R

3=13, ’.

|
3

'f resulting f TOm - a'variation of the vocalie sequences only;ﬁj
fthat is without any 1nterna1 consonantal additions or

'"faffixes.;jlgx'”




:*fgigrunning, from JeRa(Y)s stands for Jieriy’ With final Y

Qy'assimilatea ot by analogy with 'R e geDd', &SleeP’sﬁL
';from.'R a Q ED' | ‘ - L

’Lterns resulting from (a) variation of the vocalic sen}ff

201

It will be understoed, by analogy with Psttern 3,_,}Jgf

"“;rf.that final 'i' af patterns 5, 15 is not & suffix, but f}{fé

’ﬁwPart of the vocalic geqnence a: = 1" As an example, jieri,

(Aii), from:No. 18 to 24, 1nc1udes descriptive pat-

o
AR

"“L“quence plu’\(h) 1engthening of<media1 radical.fu

PR

e resulting from‘the variations of the vocalic seqnences

*ﬁ?ﬁof quadriliteral bases, represented bY Q- T o L - L 5ffi;5

This aection (?5~~)3@), 1nc1udes pattenne resulting ff

Tfrom (a) variation of the vocalic sequencea plus (b)

/3'2,_«adaition of suffixes (i) ‘i' OP (ii) a'n,_ 193-'

R e TR
ey . PRORE e -
| — : P S TRA (L S

This section (33 - J7) 1ncludes descrlptive patterns?%

 ;7::th0ugh the fcurthz?adical is not neceasarily the same as?gi

'5r;§jthe third..




s

._ "}_l

Subdivided 1nto (Di) and (Dil) |
(Di)s (38 - hﬁ) ineludes patterns shared by somgtﬁf7“

'*ﬂfﬁresulting from the infixing of 'ayya' fia§3 ?S 'eyya'"

’”'eyye’ é& and 'ey\, between second and third radic-=ﬁié

l;als wi‘hftne first two in phonological J“ncti°n'>:ﬁ

(Dui) (hu ~43) similar pétterns shared by tri— ,f' ' ?
. radical nouns only resulting from the 1nf1xing of. 'ay}'f%i{
ior 'ey between second and third radical, the first two L

i 3being in. phonological dunction and the fourth preceded by g

CMety

Patternslhé 5k-resu1t from a process of vocalic

’“%§7var1ations with initial vowel 'a' ?'e" Mtor to' .34"*’

ﬁﬁcai ig;sgxxcacea:lng first radical.an

s{;isaimea ‘:‘maﬁ(m)ﬁJana‘* (F,uf) co
(Fi) (55—6&) includes the passive participles of the

i"-original V.B. J R, | 7 PR ‘ﬁ”‘ ‘;

(Fii) (65 - 75) in¢1udea the passive participles of
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'5_the original V.B., morphologically increased, or modified,

“*uend pattern @EAUaleo the passive participles of qnedri-:?

literals formelly behaving in the' same way 88 the tri- o

j'ﬁifradical with mediel consonant lengthened.,-‘

The patterne result from.'mﬁ "ma' 'me' or ’mi’ ‘
:'~;‘prefixed to the first radical of V.B. plus the conseqnent

‘variation of ‘the. original vocalic sequence.- Their in—

s clusion here ie jubtified by their syntaetical behaviour,

':7frwh1eh 18 analogous to that of the ordinary adaectives-~25“‘

The Tahle is - further divided into five columne; the

f'first on’ the left givee the reference nnnmere of the

'efeifpatterns, described in col.(i)s and shown in °°1' (ii)

‘”5;33with examples in cols (iii) related to the vocelic se- ,eﬁﬂ

”f‘quencee of their Verbel bases as given in col. (iv),
\with formally corresponding nominale in col. (v)

As elready explained in Table 1, some of these

’CiI'meinals, though they do not 1ink up with any Verbal Baee,:

e may themselves 22 produetive of descriptive or Verbal R

f”~5{f;ae terraq, he walked a 1ong*way, from,trieq (Demeninative }

| '1Scatter, generally by 1engthening of medial radicals, |

."‘lverb), end (aﬂ rju'li, manly; Demoninative Descriptive,ifl
"from ra°je1, man. | o | |
R In eol. (i) b, where neceseary, we have explained ;}:
"“the Semantic Function of the patterne on the principle ;%'\
'that the formal and notional, or conceptual, phenomena :

, of morphology are ineeparable.J--




Pattern Variability

; The descriptive patterns that we have given, ex— “i?”f?
: ﬁcluding those in.'E' being applicable only to males cr o
‘Athings considered masculine, (and to both genders only
when they are cemparatives ), end to 1ndividusl things G
-or persons,{are subject to further pattern variatian j
that extends their applicability tc females or things :“iﬁﬁ
censidered feminine, and tcﬁa plurality of - things or.*iﬁyeg5
'perscns, without any distinction of gender.i While any
. masculine pattern, excluding agein those in ’E’, subject Z?ﬁ
,f;tc the same restriction, may ‘have its corresponding “
‘:feminine, resultlng from the. addition of 1at to the origw;;f
1na1 masculine descriptive, not all descriptives fcllow ﬂ?ﬁ;
'the seme process for their plursl pattern, some of which #ii
result from en internsl shifting with, or without, . g
lengthening of the medial radicals, while others result »;{
" from the addition of the pluralising suffixes it or

| 'i'n', wbich is the only process followea by pettennej; ?3”

not 1ncluded in Table 5.»\
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”5for consonsntal additions with or without modifications
’ ﬁ'vﬂof the origznal vocalic sequence, or (b) as_in Table 5, :

f-fiwhich gives a complets 1ist of the various patterns, by

1”’*5the semi ccnsonants W or """ | ccurring 1n the slngular f;?ﬁ

) s_patterns.‘

;"ﬂ’ayn, eyn, teyn, to a few singular patternsl the semantic
'5k§§ffunctionrof which is mainly to denote 'two of- the ob— ,~3%

T Jects expressed by the singular patterns (Dual), but

}'“;i(l) The dual only survives in a few wor&s referring to

©Plural Patterns .

Maltese pluralises its singular nominal and des-),vﬂf}

_‘criptive patterns in two ways, (a) by extsrnal vocalic

‘internal changes in the vocalic sequence of the '31ngu-i 5

"?1ar patterns with or without the addition or elisicn or

Profess (a) msy be subdivided 1ntsitwo. S ‘f‘iﬂg
Process (a.i) formed by the addltion of the suffixes

“also to indlcste just ths plural without any idea cf
”f“duality..ﬂA;vQ’“' o “"' ‘Aff”75 “f R "_n
Process (&-11) by ths addltlon of the sufflxes.- |

'ei:(l) n, (2) 1 n, (3) yi n, (4) a it or iet, (5) iyyiet, A {Q;

(8) parts of the body existing in pairs, (b) some num-j;
“bers and measures of time and weight, (c ) and in other

, sporadic words. ' In Neo-Semitic: Maltese one cames

3 across duals fonmsd by analogy.;




i ’i‘[f(s) a.n, (7) 1en, (8) a, the Bemant1c function of which
':is to pluralise the objeet expressed by the singular

{_'pattern by stressing the idea of its 1ndividua1 com- fkf"u

‘”ifiiponents (Determinate Plural) in contradlstinctlon from

the plurals resulting from.process (b) which express the‘i

sz'OOllective plurala' of the singular patterns,‘correa~<f
i*i“fponding 1n a sense’ to such English words as 'fleet’ ﬂ‘”
’;*if'flock'fetc. whioh exylains why, syntactically, tnese ;
: ﬁﬁfpatterns may~behave likﬁ their singular patberns as they
gjmay also do in.Englmsh. o # B I

Now we deal with the various processes separately.

Process al

Under this process‘we have'Aué'f

ﬁﬁlﬁI The DualireSulting;from the addition ‘of 'ayn' t°

_;i,fiﬁinterconqonantally 1n the dual) and 1n g .‘1e‘ changes
5rif;5£:gtc> e;' -""J _ R L : : i co e i
i Examples' sm ster 0 Plurel o .

| eogy: f°°t,"i‘!’~“ sagaim

0 arteR, am; o asam!

W3‘£}5fsaba7’ finger, jfﬁgéﬁf{éﬁ@"”‘

VE)({) An 1rregu1ar fbrmation for draﬁ%yn which may be heard;
= in hurried ‘continuocus speech, - . R e Rt Ar?
(9) Dialectically, also sab??yn




NS

';ii _Dual’ resulting from the addition of 'eyn' to |
" znominals other than thoee deacri‘bed above and not endingA
in‘ tat, (1) affecting Only the vocalic quantity of mono-
‘U:éjysyllables but (2) eliding the unstressed.vowel of the u:
s Singulﬂl’ dis yllabie" pattern. As 1n I, 'ie' changes to‘(;f,{';»

‘?ﬁimxamples II. 4

Singgzler it ol
elf, a-: thousand;

Plural

. f e1feyn, two th°“5&ndff,?f§{
Eadcl, check- | _\‘e,-if-:,ﬁaddeyn’ il

| e U dey
ﬁ'add,, check- . o v o
f : 'ihnl_{ o )
i dn hmd"’a.,n" jumw .

t-"t;ﬁ~‘>_é’wirk, & thigh-‘ﬁ wivkeyn

AR

difEr, nail; l"T ¢:,:id1freyn‘

e, legs f%;“”f{_)  rifleyn
: g ahar, month, | SR jahreyn.

-_ f'ﬂ:,'CII. Dual resul ting fx-em t‘ne add:ltion of ‘teyn to final

; .consonant in words end.ing in the feminine or unity suf-

| "rwb.ere they occur y changed to a'




‘ 234J“Q'

‘”f Examplesf&_ T | S |
i ‘ inggl r‘   © . Plural ;

| seﬁa,\a year,V A ‘;”_ | ‘;‘senteyn, two years -

o “.darba, onee,w, f fff  jv.}A:fdarbteyn, twice L

'E-f¥¥lsieJ§, hour, ‘ 1JA; ‘ﬁ;°f“‘ sdy%eyn | :

*"f'ba.vda, eggo - o , ba@tem y

\ _”ﬂqatta, truss,- . . “‘:éétfé&ﬂ, or qattteyn.i{

"3y(Note.; widneyn, 1iterally two eears, but in usage just.

ﬂ;nyears, apparently the dual 01 widna, ear, must ‘have de-'f'
‘.'veloped from.widen (Process 11.2) which 15 still usea in

‘i7 Maltese contextually1, not so much 1n the sense of ear, e

""""" "’t;':as of Vthe hearing', though 'ear' may have been the.
":f1,quigipa1,meaning,;hence the‘dual in.qu@Stlon)f

?fdbeéé*aiiiifi<7A

Hkg 'I; Plural patterns with suffix 'n' result from descrip—l,f
- ..-'y,:"tives with finai 131 °4n open syllable. L

FTExamples'>:.' o N | A S
e Singwler Plural
dhu.li, socisble; . -  dFuliin

:,,raﬁli, peasant,ﬁ;@;;  " pafli:n
D) .1twi-‘7; 'winti*ys3"§-' y S Gitwirn

(1) ‘Used in the idiom 't& widen' literally corresponding»'
“to English 'he gave ear' (1;stened t0) and Italian . .
dare onecchio, cf. A. C) | . ear. _ o




, ”1?f5‘II. Plural Patterns with i n result from the addition

o in a eonsonant, w1th the following internal vocalic

o modificatiens._

~“'viszgi§Wieqaf! Standing; _;-ﬂ%gg}:{weqri n or wiqfi.n o

Tfffl_ff;moﬂu.b, pleasedv ol

~i té55_:;g;

Yxfyof this suffix to singular descriptive patterns ending ”,;if

(a) Singular vocalic pattern 1e -e or ie - a',_6r5§§iz
\ichange to e = 1- or i - i- ) ‘ e T o Ny
3Ex ples.-z}' J: B '- o A

SR Qrgbnedmi n or bnidmi n

n g;fi’i;ibniedem’ ma-

g niezel aescending,‘i l_ ‘inezli n, or nizli n

\f fngide, '-ik;weSTi n or wiéfz.n N

a;maﬁrupb, fugitive, ".‘ mafrubi: n,h‘  _

‘.j;ﬁmehlufstpfreed, ‘ _;;‘“‘ ;nwﬁ1us1 nj} =

'*5meirbu~h,‘conquered. €'fﬁwﬁﬁfmirbuﬁi »

ﬁiéﬁﬂt«;mu§7fl n}f”

"'The above descriptive patterns admit of only this pluraliféj

| BmuSa ar, hairy;

Lfform. RS | : | o B
; (b) Intereonsonantal 'ayye and eyye' or singular
i adjective patterns change to ay - i and ey - i respect-
Avely. (Singular patt. Qayyel ' Pl.. Patt. Qay Li: N, sing. :
:'ﬂ“QeyyeL; pl;EQeyLi n.) | S ' .




;- Examples-

'ﬂ seyyer, going;
'_'meyyet, dead,
f7{iitayyeb, good,

'i‘Amqayyem, awakened; |

Singular A_J.ér,- o

.:Zliaeyri n
}%meeyti*n
‘ Qf%tayb1 n,
 §fmqaym1

e

g{Plural Aaj.;,_ ﬁ\@g?fj¥‘*““

III. (a) Plural patterns with suffixes yi n reault fromf7a!

the addition thereof to Descriptive Patterns.€a”‘.h

(1) Q&"Ti o) b ('2_:')._;.Q16 Tio :,r ‘:;:

Examples*i

1 Singular
1(&-11,,nigh.

’;Hh.ti, guilty; T?? i

~E 2 inggl
Jﬁf.hieni happy,
niedi, damp,a

:‘(b) From Descriptivef

‘ £?P1ﬁféI?f |
CTEytam oo
ﬁ55%$§i?£szf R

’ nedyi n, also nidyi njff

,and (2) m‘Q 0 T T i.%f 3,,f51”'”

'_;to the radical consonant sequence of the base."

,,henyi n, alﬂo hinyi n’ﬂf{’

Patterns e '1'1 mo _Q m,

'“'1-3 (N0te“m‘ initial 'm' 1n pattern III (b) does not belongf




| 'fff Examples.?:{
) ;\Singular Pattern mi Q Tif" ‘ -“  2 Plural ___f{;;

lf‘ﬂmikri, h1red, - .fg -‘} o }Q )m1kriy1 n ;

. mi gtri, bough.t, ‘. | VLo SR 4'1"-11’11/(',131“13’1-.11
mikwi, heated; - ;rV: 7 miwiyiim
| Pattern,mo Q 4 »'t | _‘i‘ -
kaohli, wasted, ; --@€;€{ f1i"f§§mmiiYY1ﬁ ‘H

V,:,.‘;mOer, read' S S mogriyyi:n -

- Pattern (é) m_g 0 T T 1 Lo }
N 'mjélli, boiled; e f-?f‘i'“Tffmﬁﬁiii&yién‘;‘1‘“*‘1
;hlimrobbi, reared;~g,xinf§g“\ o :imrdbbi&yiinw i;:ffw

B ‘\,, e e

’thIV. Plural Patterns with suffix a.t ory'iet' resu1t¢ -7iﬁ
- from the addition thereof to the final consonant of any

 ;fwords ending 1n 'a' 1n open syllable without affecting ifﬁﬁ

1',the preceding vocalic sequence.': 1; 8 RER S
a.t 13 the sufrix generally att&ched to consonants

'-ﬁ, q, andﬂfh, but even with these cdnsonants ast and

fi"iut’ may 1nterchange. o




2

o Examples--‘ﬁ‘ o R

L Singg;ffyzA ?,tfi f_.- “ Plural . »

‘(1) bettiﬁa,melon-_-f ~.ﬁff | bettira-t or bettiﬁietvff?
o dmfe e week,i‘_-:‘ - ~jim a.t,_ |
fEr}f’ branch,;f, ~’». . fer a.t
Sitla, plant., | - Sferj]/a'

E; kisra, piece of bread" ' kisriet

: ?QQ zyara, vislt;: ;( R ,:ayzyara't (also iet)

ﬁsa.ra, mischief, %;j{f _gi,fhayatq&;¢_j

Alla, God o alla:t

*7fException3to the rule are- smewwiet, heavens, pl. of

“ﬁu:sema.- mara has nisa as - its plural. I have heard ehildren

‘iuse 'mariet' by the simple process of analogy.

. VI,- Plural Patterns with suffix 'iyyiet' result from

the additlon thereof to the final consonant of certain K ?;
“words which it is not posaible to identify beforehand
by definite Pﬂl&8.7 " ' ’
_‘Examples : ‘ |
| | Sin "*ér ‘f'v“‘f< | Plural

B ‘omm, mother,‘*- R :;ommiyyiet

,L Soni, work; - ;::.“' 3‘Squiiyyiet f

ziien, time; v --zmeniyyiet




a3

VI. Plural BUFFix apn is. attached to singuler nouns with }:
'1nterconsqnantal ‘ie L closed by final h, for Gviginal
'”g_ ?}f', by which it is replaced in the plural or with
‘ >interconsonanta1 ey, whieh, with thie shifting of the
,accent, changes to e,
Examples-‘tr_A . . o : o
_ Singg; . }::};.Q‘A 7~  Plural f'
f;”g"&qieﬁ, bottom- - f}f%? j~,...,_..~g_i]//'n, not qiha n
;s;eh,_measure,igéﬁf;ﬁ\ T{i sgfa n, not siha: n

Havt, wall o fita:n

?gﬂfVIII.' Plural suffix 'ien’ is attached to final consonant

| of singular nominals with interconsonantal a"- a;';‘" N
*'1e'~énd 'i.f which, with the shifting of the accent, L
"5nthe change ia togf;.
’Examplcs-* L | | | |
Y gumpme 0 puea
Ax q;es,,measure;‘75 T ‘ ‘i; ; qi&ien.
_:bieh,;door,a _‘;__ - o bib;ean
-i t1§§}/nupt1a1s,'tA '_ O tigien
-ﬁiéﬁ,ival;ey;,' f‘;7A - | Aﬁi&l§n _




Singular - | :_i‘ﬁ' .;f“-P1u£éi
;fa:r, rat,.5  :g:E* >;f“.:~:  fifien -
fjégf‘vneighbour,;‘x'V   - - jirién-t
'fjﬁaéb,Afire, e nirien |
L ﬁ&éi;icapqn;' | “‘.-avf“‘ | hisien, also hosien
1(;;r;§ca§§;. f“fi e :»‘. gVﬁﬁien |
si: d,[deef; N sidien

ﬁféyd,?for :FETRME g‘jfédien - o
'H:'Tmfu,*lia- “w‘;53fn{?*$§f .¢jijétien, also-fﬁtien
‘ Note-- torjien and torbien are peculiar’ plural forma—

‘1:_tians of taraj, stairs. and tra.b, dust, respectjvely.;,{'A

"cIX.JJ?af; the primary funetion of which is that of the S
’feminine singular and/or that of 'unity ’- but which serves"

';_also as a plural suffix, ia attached to the final cons-- ‘~”' 

fsonant of the singular Nominal Pattern with vocalic se-:

fquence a.-.ie or é - ie (M.V.) With the addition
\jthereof to other descriptive patternq interoonaonantal |
"f'éyya‘,"eyye' or ayye' change to 'ey! and 'ay res-

_'Pectively.(cf. also be.) |




| Examplew, o
| sing argifi | "[f[1 Plural

SR (1) ﬁaddiem, workman o haﬁdiema, worlunen-

',(2) kennies, scavenger'_ ‘f'\‘kenniesa
| ':}(3) Hay, alive, ,:‘hgyy_g :
L (s) Jey, coming; | v 1“'3eyyﬁ’ |
'prif(5) tayyeb, good; wwg;i .:5téyba1z~£il_
- },(6) ﬁweyyed, quiet., : jweyda SR
-(7) meyyet, dead; S mey‘ta

o ;:5‘»}’.:(8) smayyar, brownish_\,;: ~;.“~’-;~;_‘;.-'Bmayra

-‘-:a,:f'}ﬁ;(9) maqtu.l, killed; *‘i'_:.ii-'f'}maqtu-la

”',,(1) In such :t‘orms as - tayba ;:lwe;vda, meyta, etc. ortho—

.. " graphically, - tajba, @gwejda, some Maltese authorities . -
‘(Vassalli, Saydon) write tayyba, Jweyyde, considering -;'.;j;?;'
1ong y as a consonant element of the singular pattern.‘g_,;g .
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;»ﬁ“ilf\(li‘ In‘th's’fable we give the varlous Verbal patterns,

4.';tense patterna:_}?f‘

.§5(3)_\;4 These columns:describe the time-action criteria

{‘“;1which;;together with the gender crlterion in the case

of the third persen s1ngu1ar, account for the formal

and Semantic Variety;of thTPVerbal'patterns._< ?fih 8

'iﬁfterns evolved fromfbases w1th the three radlcals

*rﬁffconstant (M.i yanlyﬁwith second radical ‘ff@iﬂ~

'1engthened)'

B (9-10)»-~from ‘bases with middle vadical 'w' or:'y'i

(s.m;:

c (11-15) - frum:bases with hira”raaical yk.,,',ﬁﬁ
; *1consonan,al;bases with second and 2

thirdtradlcals&identical. (S.M.M




e

[&f*f73 }fj; E (17-21) - fram quadrllitera ases resulting from (i)

~~f the onomatopoeic repetition'of a biconsonantal base 1

,wﬁa (S.M-)s (11) frqm'radicals ef whlch three or four

\ﬂlg:consonants are di;

| 'f{.*?OE‘é:l'i-éffﬁ*f"S!éﬁiﬁéiié?é of the V.B. .

, '*"When this is triradical

L %1.)These may be any ofithe fonlowingisix.?ﬂ

- a (M{V.) H&TéF heHSnatched, DaRa, he- got ST
, ,fv used to,t';;~xA o

\' (M.V.) Eé FeﬁR, hefforgave (None with any“of.
S IR 5 radicals incon tant,)~f ‘

(S.M.) Fa'he M,xhe“understood, fjeﬁhT, hetmmew\
(excluding those with an’ 1n—,tﬁ:
constant radical) e

‘‘‘‘‘

R

.,-\ P

(s. M.) Se Ra Q, Aobbed., heLa: he Was’f'ed'

S (M.V.) m %e L, he came downj (excluding g
: S gfthose with 2nd- and 3rd rad.”:v ,Q
nConstant).H ,4_f'*'“

f”mfﬁg?@(ﬁ) §E§TB‘($§MQ _5 “Q o M,uh;;dreamt, (excluding those
BT T S £ "f w1th an inconstant radieal).;jﬁﬁ




25

(i) a = a (S.M.) or’ e - e (M.V.) when made up of |
‘tthe repetitlon of a biconsonantal base like farfaf,
R Vhe brushed, and gemgem, he grumbled | -
-.(ll)~e.- a (M.V.), - e (M.V.), e ;<e (M.V.), |
‘ i7;;e - a (M V.), i-e (M.V.), when three of the |
f_radicals or the four are dlfferent as harbat, he- ?}
, “bifruined, qandel, he carried heavy things, zegleg,
ﬁfﬁihe shook, berbaq, ‘he squandered, 4 kel, he put ﬁ{
: spokes in the whee1.
(u) ix\iﬁeﬁcon‘s;bnah%el irciiviré1 of V. i's; wiﬁ%n\? 2ridf“*radica1:
N lengthened may be 'a or 'e' as, radd, he restored, ?g;i

medd, he stretched 'l

‘(5) | Thé V-B-'may*vary formally“by (i) The 'Time' or__iﬁéy
k'Tense and ‘Command' Oriteria, (ii) 'Number ‘and 0
"‘Subject' Griteria, (iil) the Gender Griterion only 1njf

the 3rd person singular.

fi‘(i) The Tense and Gommand Grlterla; | N

. Semitle and Semltised Maltese ‘varies ite verbal pateéi

ii’terns aecording as they convey that an action is taking :
‘place (Gol.,iii), or: that it has already taken place < .
e(Ool..v-vi), or that the actlon is expressed ae an order i;

'ﬁ}for a request (Col.-li)




256

’(11) Number and Subject Griterla.;.p |

| ‘ Like Nomlnale and Descriptivee, Verbal patterne can
d"be singular or plural. Ae to subaect, there are no aif- _1
ferent patterns for lst and 2nd person 31ngular when the |
“action is deecrlbed ae performed (001. v—vi), and no dif-\

ferent pattern for 2nd pereon singular, any gender,endtnnd

'V“fper&nlemmmum,when the - action is expressed ae st111 taking

liiéplace (Col. iii), otherwise the patterne dlffer formally 1f

_accordlng to the subjeet referred to. f.

‘V‘?(ili) The Gender Griterion. S B
S The gender affecte the form of the Verbal pattern o
_only in the third person 31ngu1ar, where two different
?patterne are used for third person maeculine and thlrd ’

:”person feminine."

1 “f7“f"‘pERItED VEgegt'BAsEs

B The triradical V.B. may be modified morphologleally
"by prefixes, by infix Ft', in one pattern only, and by ;
'L‘voealie variatlon, the factor of the formal modification
-:being throughout purely semantic.:l<td3 . ‘

The derlved Verbal basee, reeulting from (1) Qa Ta L,

'.are'-;* ;."




%¥%;?3#3¥?7

(2) Q@ IalL L. ). VB, modified by lengthening

;>ix%;ﬂof middle radlcal.éyx;%%{gu;uh‘

Generally, the vocalic sequence of V.B.l is main- 

 dg\from ﬁblom, or to a'- a, aa-f“addas, he plunged, from

\‘Semantics.i It indlcates that aetion expressed by

NS . T
SR gt Ay

V.B.l has been done frequently an@/or intensely, ase!fﬁ;

~:':’772;‘“?K iSS 'S R, he smashed, broke to pieces, from K iS e R, hefi

,F;broke._;Those W1th medial radleal (w) or (Y) 1engthen A
. 3Tthe Semi vowel interv°°ali°ally, as De We u, he delaYedi?

1”ffm, and‘”

:fYY_a R, he cooled, frcm

;1;3. modified wlth5?

<3>Q 1 or qte 2o 1 (30):

“ja';in the lequence, or its change

Semantlcs'? It expresses causation as" BiéYbD, he ff jf

2‘i-caused to go away, Fieﬁhe;M; he made to understand.~n f

(h) i QT a L or a Q Ta L, sporadic forms, surviving

‘fias formular, historical functlon 1ost. iﬂ.!




(5) t Qa TT 4 L (M.Y.). Preflxed 't' in phonologicalg
~3unction with first radical of V.B.2. For p0551ble a

" fphenetic 1mpllcation when it comee in eontact with certain;

- consonante as 't' in 1881 b you' find, for t + tsiib, ofi

"Phonology. Consonante 1n Phonological Junctlon. Vocaliclf
sequence of V.B.2.“ o |

Semantics. (Reflexlve of V.B.2)

6 T ] IL ae, he han83d: tfgLLaQ’ e hangea himself‘

‘ (6) tQa;( Ta L or £ge ie i aL (S M.), preflxed 't'
j?in phonological aunction with first radical of V.B.3{<?¢f£:

“JCffVocallc‘seqnence of V.B. 3.;<;“ j*”“f'

Semanties' (Reflexive of V;B.B) fae:BieReﬁ, V.B.3,

"5;:‘;he bleesed, tBiereK, he was blessed.

(7) n Qa Ta L (S M.) prefixed 'n‘ in phonelogical

Jxﬁgunetion with 1st radlcal of V.B. 1. Vocalic sequence of *
."V.B.l.w,:_k_;e_;fe» ~ » R

Semantics. (Reflexive er paselve er V.B.l), as

eHaRaQ’ he -burnt’ IﬁaRaQ, he Was 'burn.t’ FiReD, he se- _ i

'Aff3i parated, n Fi Re D, he eeparated himself.‘(“f

V.B._7 has two formal variants, semantlcally correeug

li!%ﬂpondlng.w'”‘

Pattern (;i int Qa Ta L, that 1s, with inltlal 'int' f

"iﬂfmade up of 'n' characterieticﬁ of V.B. 7y plus 't' sz“'““e
:Vcharacterlstlc Of V-B- 5 and 6, in morphologlcal junctlon ;

‘?w1th lst radlcal of V;B.l.‘ It_le,the enly patte:n.of  ‘




"‘_while other V.Bases beglnnlng w1th other consonants may, f

‘“ffx-tern V-B'7“"n

V;B. with 1nitia1 pt 'n"or' W 1, 1n the last case flntf

'ohanging to 'intl as the phonetic implication of int + w;

‘for may not, have 1t side by 31de w1th the more usual pat-o
R Ex ples'f 1ntbéia B also inbala?ﬂf it was. swallowed,
"‘7$7from V.B..bala } intqa 1, also inqa 1, it was
#ﬁisaid, from V.B.,Qa L, intrema, never inrema,ff
it was thrown away, from V.B. Rema(y), |

't\;;lntmess, never nmess, it was touched, from L
'nV.B. ‘mess; intizen, it was Weighed from V,B.f;*
1;%w1zen._ iﬂ“y"foo -iﬂ‘?;;i;.x:f L

In Pattern (2) n' énd 't’; the 1atter in thls oase,“

characteristic of. V.B.8, are separated by lst radical of Vf
V.B.l whlch is generally 8, 5 ’:OP ﬁ' “ | i
| U,EEL_IQEEiA insta b, it was found, from‘V.B. sa'b;  Q

= insteraq,_lt was stolen, from V.B. seraq,“

ioStamm, it was smelled, from V.B.;famm

| (8) Q_ a Ta I (S M.) with 't' infixed in phono—i .
.ilogical Junctlon with lst rad of V.B.l.: Vocalic sequence
t"»of V.B.l.‘_ e A
| Semantics. Réfleiivé"bf V.B.1: FtaQaR, he became
,l;poor, S t a B.a.T, he fell on his face.

.‘“(1) Note .sporadic form - intwera, it was shown for
[int +]wera, he showed : .




“5¢3 1n phonologlcal junction with 1nterconsonantal 1! or"ie é

) o quallty, as T W a. L, he became tall, S B ie h, he grew 3%?
"‘]5;beautifu15*?*‘" T T :

fﬁ“*:”;st + kenn, preflxed to 1st rad.,ln Ph°n°1081°&1 3un°t1°nviﬂ
:“'&?with 2nd. rad followed by an 1nterconsonanta1 vowel fgﬂ

‘“;émor e;.} For varlous vocalic seqnences see Table 4, No. 73,

‘f“?Jifrom the addition of morphological Prefix ! an phono
':fi°flogi°al junetion with 1st radical, w1th the p0331bility »'i

k;;;part (Quadriliteral V.B.2)

.......

"h;{%(g) Q Ta' L or q T ie T (S.M.) 1st and 2na- rad

"TSemantics't the acquisition of a physical or moral

(10) Sta q T a L (s M.) with sta, but st)if v.B.juéaj
'—rs pattern Q- T -»T. Ex-f stKeNN, he sought shelter,

Col- iv. | o | -
' Sem: 7%to have the opinion that ‘someone or some-
Y. as stKeRRaﬁ, he. abhorred, he con31dered 'SQS

llrepulsive; from ikreﬁ; ugly. -

S f- The_' Qﬁ:adriiiitg‘ra‘lsﬁ RS

Pattern Q - T “ L -'L,"which may be described as’

\*“quadrillteral V.B.l.mhas only one derived form resultingg?f

T o eomplete assimilation, 28 we. explained in the first




e

'_,Semantms-. Reflexive ‘of quadrlliteral v. B.l.. . .~

Ex pleS" tbandal, he swung himself, tkaSkar,
| he crept,ltfarfar, he brushed himself, 1eeaqlaq,
he moved himself, for t + caqlaq, iddardaru

it was disturbed (water) for t + dardar. Gf.i -

Gonsonants in Phonologieal Junction, Part I.-fjﬁ

; \Present and Past Tense Patterns of Derived Verbal Bases.:Q?

i(l) As in the case of the original V.B., the present

"fftense patterns result from the addition of the same Pre"-f

ifixes and suffixes to the command or request patterns, as;;

4”.'descr1bed in Ool. iii. jﬁf?ff'"w'”*°°“”

' ‘f(2) The above derived Verbal bases are also singular o

ﬁi-command or reqnest patterns, the plural of whieh is ob-v‘ii

'Utained regularly by suffixing u', as klsser (i) he brokegf

l‘:to pieces (ii) break to pieces . - command, n + kisser,:fff

.;s”gI break to pieces, kissru (plural command pattern),

f~;ewhenee n + kissru = n + kiss(e)ru, we break to pieces..*“uy

. The. conseqnent elision of unstressed 'e! is according to;ff

~f~the rule of Maltese Stress.

| ”;'(3) As for the past tense pattern (cf. Col. v and vi),-,:”m
.g{ﬁj;v.B.e and 5 behave like the qmadrlliterals, (cf, Pat-;h,pp
' 7-21’ E ) With final 'e’ changing to 'i', when followed o




' 2652 ".'

"‘by a consonant group, as’%isser, he broke, kiséirna, we .
Abroke, by analogy with quadrillteral’@erwer, he terri- n;

‘fflbﬁ, werwirna, we terrified

'.i‘(h)e In the past tense patterns of V.B.‘B and 6, ai or o
";‘ie,\is retalned throughout, the formal scatter being B
”d;otherw1se regular aa described in’ @ole v and vi._ Thus,‘
‘fwhile from fehem, he understood, we get fhimt, 1 underé'-
;ﬁ_w}stood, by analogy with qtilt, I killed, from V.B. | |
L'{fQ a T.¢ L, from fiehem, he made t0 understand, we get : |
:i'feﬁimt, change of unstressed to‘ie being according :
- to a phonetic rule already explained. _ , e
‘;(5)? In the. past tense pattern of V.B. SLfa is retained,
 ,_throughout, thus breaking up an initial trlconsonantal 1¢i
vjunetion.- It is otherw1se regular.i Thns FtaKaRT, I

'remembered, not F t K a L R T. T

,(6) V.B. 7, 9, 10, are regular as - described for the oriw"

ginal V.B.

d(?) To avoid unneceesary repetitlon of pattern91n the f]‘w
’:\following Table, we: shall only descrlbe the formal be~
rhaviour of the varioue types of the orlginal Verbal Base,;
_dthe derived bases of which can be easily bullt up as |

"]f@explained.




Formal Description
of the Command or

Request Patterns in
(a) and (b) in Col.

(ii).
(i)

A

(a)
Singular Command
or Request Pattern
with 1st and 2nd rad.
in Phonological
junction between a
variable vocalic seq.
as underlined in
col. (ii).

0

With the 3 rad. in
phonological junction
between a voc. seq.
of which the first
is the same as that
of the sing, pattern
and therefore like-
wise variable, and
the second in open
syllable is the
*Verbal' pluralising
suffix 'u*.

The emission of the
unstressed vowel

of the singular pat-
tern on the addi-
tion of the plural
suffix is according
to the rule of the Mal-
tese stress whereby
stressed syllables
cannot be followed
by more than one
unstressed syl-
lable.

Command or
Request Pat-

terns.

(a) Singular
(b) Plural

(ii)

i QTo L

i QTe L

L))
iQTLu

(]
=
i
=0
=

o
—C
——
=
=

TABLE 6

Base Q- T- L

Present Tense
patterns.
(a) Singular
(b) Plural

(iii)

(a)
By prefixing to
(a) in col. (ii)
'n' for I. *t' for
thou (you), and
she* *y* for he,
it.

o)

By prefixing to

(a) in col. (ii)
enl for we, *t'

for you, 'y* for
they. (Any gen-
der).

(1)
Example from
Pat. 5.

ahdem,

(b)

n) ahdmu

(2)
Pattern 3.

t) ista

y) can.
(b)

n)

t) ist u,

y)
phonetically,
ew

Voc. Seq. of
Verbal Base.

£)

(i)
i2!
3)
U)

Note:

1w.

[ I I

(-]

€

i-e
‘When V.B

has w for 1st rad.
i(Col<. ii)

(iv)

Formal Description
of 'Past Tense'
Patterns.

v)

(i)
Taking Qa Te i as
base: he killed*
voc. seq. a - e,
3rd pers. fern. sing,
and the plural of both
are formed thereof by
the addition of the
suffixes 'et' and
'u' respectively,
with consequent emis-
sion of unstressed
vowel in test base.

(ii)

First person and
2nd pers. singular
result from 1st and
2nd rad. in phono-
logical junction
plus vowel 'a' or
'i', or 'o' plus
suffix 't'.

Plural (we - you)
In 1st person pat-
tern singular suf-
fix 't' changes to
Ina', and in 2nd
pers. sing, suffix
*t* changes to 'tu¥*.

(iii)
Vocalic Criterion
of 1st and 2nd
Pers. singular.

(a) when vocalic
base is:

8 a-a
)

Iii when vocalic
base is:
fl) a - e
(2Je - e
B) i “e

when vocalic
base is:

(iv)
Phonetic implica-
tion of aTf, from
bases,
Q-T in patt.
QT a Lt is 'ay'*
and ft in one spora-
dic word as zbayt,
also zbafvt, 1 painted
frcm Z - B -



Formal Description
of the Command or
Request Patterns in
(a) and (b) in Col.
(ii).

()
B

With long 'i*
between first and
final radical

plus 'u' in (b),
developed fran V.B.
with medial rad-

ical (y).

As in (9) only
with intercon-

Nos.

10.

sonantal 'u:e instead

of 'i:*, developed
from V.B. with
medial radical *W

C

In both (a) and

(b) with 1st and 2nd
rad. in phonological
junction between

a variable vocalic
seq. derived fran
Verbal Bases with
3rd rad. inconstant.
Ex: (11) QaRa(y),
he read*

fl12) BeDa, he began*

11.

12.

(13) heba, he wasted*

(14) BeKa, he wept.

N Dialectical*

13.

Command or
Request pat-
terns.

(a) Singular
(b) Plural

(ii)

(a)
Qi; L

00

Qi: Lu

(a)
Qu: L

00
Qu: Lu

(a)
aQTa

00
a QTa W

(a)
i QT a

00
I QTe w

Present Tense
patterns.
(a) Singular
(b) Plural

(iii)
B

(a) and (b)

as already ex-
plained in Col.
(iii), only in-
stead of ini-

tial 'y' that
precedes a vowel,
we have initial

'i 1l unless, in
continuous speech,
it is preceded by
a vowel with
which then it
forms a diphthong.
Ex:

isibu, they find*
but iri:du ysibu,
they want to

find.

C

As explained for
triradical bases

in Col. (iii) (a)
and (bXIHLth pat-
terns (D - E), be-
ginning with a
consonant, an
initial ( ), ortho-
graphically i, may
have to be added
when, in continuous
speech, it is
preceded by a
consonant, as
irri:dinholl, I
want to unloose*
but triidninholl,
do you vant me to
unloose ?

Voc. Seq. of
Verbal Base.

(iv)

a: or ie for
hypotheti-
cal laya'.

a: or ie
for hypothe-
tical

'awa'.

a-a
with 2nd
vowel in
open syl-
lable.

e - a
2nd vowel
as above.

e - a
2nd vowel
as above.

the 'Imalel in this particular word is generally used in Gozo.

Formal Des
of 'Past
Patter

v)
B

()
Taking 'Sa

SieB"- as t]
bal Base, <
pers. fan.

plural (am
der) resuT
the additi(
the suffix!
and 'u' res
tively.

(ii)
1st and 2nc
sing, resu]
fran interc
sonantally
fixing *i*
*0' variab]
from bases
Q-(W)-L and
invariably
fran bases
Q-(Y)-L bet
first rad.
final rad.
phonologies
junction wi
suffix 't',
ena'*

C
(i)

Taking QaRa,
he read* a!
Verbal Base,
3rd per. fer.
and 3rd per:
pi. are fora
by the addil
of a:t, but
variably 'ic
when voc. sc
is e - a or
ie - a* and
always 'ew'
vocalic seq,
e - aori*
respectively
first two rt
in phonologi
junction.



Formal Description
of the Canmand or

Request Patterns in
(a) and (b) in Col.

(ii).
(i)

As in pat. 11
but developed
with initial
a or e.

With variable
vowel e, i, or o,
between first and
second long rad.
plus *u* in (b)
derived from mono-
syllabic Verbal
Bases with 2nd rad.
lengthened.

With 2nd and

3rd rad. in morpho-

logical junction

between vocalic seq,

a-a frera quadri-

lateral verbal

bases with 4 rad.

different or 1st

and 2nd repeated.

Ex:

harbat, he des-
troyed}

farfar, he
polished.

As in (17) but
with voc. seq.
a - e, and rad.
different.

Ex: QaRBeN, to
give Holy Com
munion}

habrek, to be
active.

Canmand or

Request pat-
Nos. terns.

(a) Singular

(b) Plural

(ii)
14. i QTi

ng%

(a)
15. 0'"2fTa or e”JTa

. (b)
ojrfew or eJTeW

16. )(8eﬂ

itn

)y "o M

)
Sing. Pat. plus

QaT+QT

(b)
QalLLu

or
QaTQlu

(a)
18. QaTLelL

(b)
QTLLu

Present Tense
patterns.
(a) Singular
(b) Plural

(iii)

For description,
3ee A, Col. (iii).

D

For description
see A, Col. (iii).

Voc. Seq. of
Verbal Base.

(iv)
e - a
i-a

2nd vowel as
above, (11)

voa-a (y)

- oa (y)
1) e
(2) "
3) a

Verbal base
has the same
vocalic and
consonantal
Pat. as in

(ii), a.

Formal Description
of 'Past Tense'
Patterns.

V)

(ii)

First and second
pers. sing, with
eayt' suffixed to
final 2 rad. in
phonological junc-

tion or suffix he
'ayna' in 1st pers.
plural.

Mote: With vocalic
sequence in V.B.
e- aori - a,
the diphthong ’ayl
and 'aw' change to
'ey’ and 'ew' res-
pectively.

we

Tfett. 16

Taking 'medd' he
stretched, as the
V.B., 3rd pers.
fern, and plural
are formed bythe
addition of suf-
fixes ’et’ and
'ew', less fre-

quently 'u'.

11
First gnd) 2nd
pers. sing, with
suffix 'eyt' to
V.B} ‘'eyn', 1st
pers. pi. and eytu,
2nd pers. plural.

Patt. 2y
Taking canfar, he

scolded, as V.B,

3rd pers. fem. and

3rd pers. pi. are

formed by the addi-

tion of suffixes I
'et' and 'u' res- thou
pectively with con-

sequent emission of

the unstressed

vowel in V.B.

ii)
First and sec.
pers. sing, result
from the addition
of suffix 't' to
Verbal base, with
consequent shifting
of stress on final
syllable. 1st pers.
pi. fran the addi-
tion of suffix 'na’'
and 2nd pers. pi.
suffix 'tu' with
consequent shifting
of stress on final
syllable.
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1 ;*VEEBKLTEK§E§'WiiH“W‘fﬁs3INiTIALQR§ﬁ;QAL}(W”f,T<“iL)?l?i

'5Q’i;»j» The Command or- Request patterna are¢*l- S
‘‘‘‘ o (1) a T a L, sing., al L u, from Vefbal basesiﬁ
*%i*with vocalic sequences a - a, w1th initial 'a' as the?ii
m;jphonetic 1mp1ication of analogical 'aw' |
(ii) e T eL—e T L u, vocalic sequence of L
"verbal Base e = o, with initial "e! as the phonetic ;

i °Vufgimpllcation of analogical 'eW

(iii) 1 T € L - i T L u, vecalic seqnance of
"AVErbal Base i - c, with initial 'i' as the phonetic

5 4? ?11mp1icat1on of analogical 'iw

Present Tense Patterns result from thc coMbina“:’ |

‘{'tion of QPOHOMiH&l prerixes With 1mperayive patterns. -
Aas exPlained in Tdble 6 Ool. (iii), (a) and (b)

“iii., \5 The Past Tense Patterns are regularly formed as fﬁ

‘f'those of triconsonantal bases in Table 6, 001. v-vi, f*

5

‘Uvremembering, hewever, that as. the initial radical 'w’ f

;“‘which musb always be followed by a vowel, cannot 11ke~ﬁ

_ wise rorm a phonological junction with the followingipé
"radical, the vocalic seqnenee of the original Verbal
Jv:uBase is retained. This may'be (1) a - a, (2) e -Ae,
: “«1(3) i‘w e, (4) ie - 8, With vocalic sequence (4),
1)the initial radical w' Is retained also in the




*fCommand or- Request Patterns.j In Bnch oontext, the
‘,phonetic implicatlon of initial 'wa' 'we' "wi' when

,;unstressed, may also be, Optionally,: This would not,ﬁ

‘*:;:apply to the third person singular pattern (either gender)5

‘Hor plural, when these initial diphthongs are stressed. _~§g
S0, we can say, waqayt, I fell, or, uqayt, weﬁiltu or  3;&15

uﬁiltu, you railed, wizinna ‘or uzinna, we weighed. It

\”fi;”'will also be remembered that the phonological junction ofj;

~’!:_,""third radical '(f with the prenominal sufrixes 1LY op

: 5T’na', requirod by pattern analogy, gives 'ay -as the

‘H[phonetic implication thereof. For instance, waqayt, ifr?ff

| 5ffvrell,‘for waqay% waqnyna, v fell, for waqﬁ}ré. But

Vghfwaqut, ‘sShe - re11; and wa?iu, they fell, by pattern analogy;
"ff with Q a T L e t, she killed, Q. 8a. T L u, they killed.; |




Presen$ Tens‘

(a)gwasalt, -
i (thou): arrxved.
(b):wagayt, T
© . (thou)- fel

& i'ﬁ¢ _ ; etlcally, :
28 ew._*

:  ; (c) efél, stlck,'* eﬁlu,A:Q#._M

. ;(@) 1ret, 1nher1t, 1rtu, f{‘??"'

 (#) wic]eq, promice; wisdu,

followed.;¢f@,;‘.a4




=0

. Lonely FoﬁmétiOnéx

Waqaf, he stopped. (1) Gommand or Request

gPattern.t (a) 1egaf, (b) ieqru, (2) Present Tense

f?;Patterns, regular fbrmations from Pat, (1) Past Tense f;j;

/‘;; ”Patterns° regular.

waja/i 1 ached’ a13° We-"a?/"/ (1) Co:nmand or E
(b) “Jﬁpﬁ- (2) Present

,gReqnest Pattern. (a) uja{§< ,
‘Tense Patterna,‘regular formation from Pat. (a) and (b)tﬁﬁ%

‘“f,ff(j) Past Tense Pattern, regular. :




‘ "Tiaction between such variability and, semantics. In 'Bﬁi‘

e

' THR INVARIABLE ELEMENT OF S.M. NORPHOLOGY .

Introguetion

| e i e i B o g i . e

In 'A' we dealt with the vari&ble element of

fiualtese morphology showing briefly the formal inter- f,i5?T

.element left, that is with wcrds that are not morpho~‘?;-f

. 1 et
ﬁlogieally productive of further scatter and that are . .-

1w:~fnot themselves - 1gnoring history for the moment - thejfﬁfﬁ

"'fjthese werds accidentally conform to some ‘of the mor=. TR

'z¢;phologica1 patterna we 1isted as, fost, for fi +. wost,};ifg

” g?regu1ar product of .a pattern analogy, though 8 few of;;‘~“

g'gjamongst, feyn, for fi + eyn, where, formally agreeing
gwith hdbz, bread, and deyn, debt respectively.‘ The -

“ ,\ (1) Sporadically, hawever, we can also derive verbal R
. bases from the prepositions as beyyen, to. insert, tOjg}j

1nterrupt, from, . ‘beyn, between, Jewwen, to treat as

. intimate from jewwa, inside. _But note that the pre~;f7?
positiona as such remain morphological invariables. R
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cfitericn}of ﬁcrpﬁdlosibal'invanieﬁility is not. -

' :affected because theec formnlas may link up with

'v‘fsuffixcsg with coneeqnent Ph°n°1°gi°al moaificatlons’*:

:ae, in thie case, we . have not new morphclogical patterns

_.;_‘but composite words made up of morphologically divim R

'sfsible parts.<

This part will therefore cover the following '
‘divieions~ (1) Article, (2) Pronoune, (3) Numerals,-
\(4) Adverbs, (5) Prepositions, (6) Gonjunctione,
F(?) Interjections. Ae the contextual ueage ‘thereof isf-f"
':"a matter for syntax, in the same way ae the - contcxtuallf;fi

g occurrence of vowele and. consonants is. a matter for

'”fffflphonology, we will only enumerate thcm here, with their

“'f'English meanings, adding any pertinent explanations

'fthat we - may think necessary. ,

*'ignﬁt;cie B

FWIL, the; incepcblc of any morphclogical varidbility 1nf”. |

' any context but for ite phonetic modification, when
';in phonolcgical junction with certain conconants see
1t in 'Gomplete Aeeimilation (COneonante In Phono- -;2”'ll

' ‘f‘logical Junction, Part I )
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@

9 Proﬁgﬁns

(i) Person&l

.—m——-...—u-—...a--._

L These ares (1) yian;L(z) int or_inxij”tﬁoﬁgf(ﬁéydiifz
(he; orthography 'hu', (%) i. shoé_orthogrophyi'hi’;
JT(L) ahna, ve;- (6). intom, you, (7)ou;,ma,jth§y§10rtho~'
-'Eraphy huma.jﬁg ' R S

(ii) Pronominal Suffixes attached to (a) Nouns '
L (b) Veﬁbala S |
(1) (a) - i3 - ya, my; the first suffixed to & final f[ff
consonant and the seeond to vowel. (b) - ni, me, - li,
“Por me, “to me. | ‘
‘JExamples.\1 di, my hand, for i d + 1; ﬁyoyneyya, my; |
v‘eyes, for -gayney + yaj hobbni, love me, hobb + ni; 5o
»si.bli, £ind for me, si th o+ 1d. _‘ | ‘ R
" (2) (& - b) - ek;v- ok, - k, thy or thee, and (b) - lek,

4(1) Note th&bmorphologioal 1nvariability does not exmn
' clude alternative patterns. ,




. “f’(h) (a.-nb) - a, her, (b), 1a, to her.

i .274:’ L

Y

- 1ok, to thee, ek anﬁ 1ek, attaehed to Nouns and Vefb

patterns respectively, with interconsonantal vawel other

%;than o', in which casé 'ok', or '1ok' is used, v k

"Examp1e8° ' rijlek, your leg, rij(e)l + ek, note elisicn

o

§'£§tomm + ok thdﬁb + ok: yinjorlek, he P°1iShes for you,
L yinjor + 1ok. S -

.9“sy115b1e, the second to final consonant of verb patterns.f{

E Examples:n- qalbu, his_h rt, yoqtlu h, they ki1l him, _3&?

”;hrijtlu, I defrayed expenses for him.k

fExample5°n qalba, her heart, qa'lla, for qa 1 +. 1a, he |  ;

'told her.;':

(5) (a - b) - na, us, (b) ~1na, and m/ilna, to, for,. us,§f?

;;when attached to final consonant. 7
‘ Examp1e3°-. ru hna, our soul, sa.bna, he found us -
,(sa D+ na), jielna, he called on us, jie + 1na;

1‘s&bilna, sa.b + 11na, he found for us.

o _ attached to Nouns and Vefb patterns ending in a Vowel.

,m;;qof unstressed 'e'; ommok thdbbok, your mother 1oves you,;?f

u ﬁilf(B) (a =y b) - u (a) - h, his or him, (b) 1“! for him’;AAt
s {;to him, the first suffixed to finab vowel in open \




@

(6) (a - b)~— kom, you; (b) - lkam, for you...

” Examples'ﬂ da'rkom, your house, ma kom, he saw YOU: L ”:ﬁ

o ra: 1kom, he saw for you (revised, corrected, etc. for
'you) ,.» 0 ,‘  “_ | ; :‘ ST

o Af(7) (a - b) - om (orthography hom), them, (b) 1om, for‘a“af
\ 3"‘‘” *"““j‘{‘_1;h.x=.=m (orthography 1hom) el '

‘l“***éff*ﬁExamples:— ‘jasrom,: their neighbour; Jarrom, he carried S

' Jthem, jarrlhom, he carried for them. N

AR RN 'u PR -{j:,: :«,«‘1\ e

(i) Phonetic Influences of The Pronominal ‘: *—
: Suffixes Attaehed to Nbuns.

-(A) When pronominal suffixes are added to Nouns with

Vocalic sequence i-e, ‘the latter unstressed vowel -

»‘ fdisappears if the - suffixes added are (j) - i; - ek, andgéfl

;;“37::;“ u, but it ehanges to etressed i when the added suf— \_;;“

: fixes are (2) - a,h- ni, or soem. T |
 .Examp1es.-.1sem, name, difer, nail, zibel, rubbish,_"’ ’

- 1ehen, voice.,g -

©()
| difr 4+ zibl +'lefn + dem+ . o ek -

u

,,,,




a6
()

ST L (na
" @ifir + zibil + lehin + isim + . S S
R . (kom

om

R };f(B) When any of the foregoing pronominal suffixes lS

‘5ff?vowe1 disappears and is positionally replaced by a. non

L 'at’tabhed.

Examples.-—- sahhti, my health, from sahha, health;

-attached to Nouns with final 'a' in’ 0pen sylldble, this

‘m@¥radica1 consonant ’t'», to whioh the! pronominal SUffix iﬁf;

fmartek, your wife, from mara, ‘Woman, o

(G) When the third person feminine suffix, a;, orthogra—;ﬁ?

‘fphy ha, or. any of the plﬁral suffixes -“ ; =~ kom, - om,fgi
| ‘orthography, hom, is added, the oonsequent consonant /jf
»_group thus fbrmed is generally, though in some vords not’;:
necessarily so, broken up by an intervening stressed 'i'?},

| after non’ radical 't' i i_ ( _ s
~:;Examples:- thti, my 1ife; from Hoyya, life, but RS
' i&ﬁayyitna, our 1ife, Hayyitkom, your life, hay&ithom,i.”“;ﬂ

- their 1ife; ‘fewqti, my wish,'ﬁ'ewqtek, your wish, ffom
jewqa, wish, but j ew(qita, (also; less frequent, o

T“(‘“:)-.qurespt?ridinsrtothe'if‘ﬁiéfbuﬁﬁ,°f“ﬁr@ﬁi¢-x;




a7

‘:Kewqta,) _fewﬁitna, (lees frequent, hfewqtna) our WiSh.ﬁ;;?
(D ) If the word with final 'a' has 3”a, or’ a 1iquid as ;if
'I:a third radical, or medial q, or j? ’ when any of the '_i 
e~ﬁ°pronomina1 suffixes ie added, the 1nterconsenanta1 voweli?f

*‘of the original word is repeated also interconsonantallyf;;

between eecond and third redical, the latter followed byigl

: 4non radical 't‘

,Q;Examplee:— sen% a, craft, 5efra, hole; toqba, hole;*

"naj@ja, a shee.. :

(11) Phonological Modificatione resulting fromff e
“’l-g;}addition of Proneminal Suffixee to Vefbal Patterne.

To illustrate sueh modificatione, we give the

A’Present' and ‘Paet' tense vefbal patterne that are
'_fdescplbed in Table 6 col.iii and v-vi respectively,
:;fﬁffhen the same patterna as. modified by suffixes.

n  A ‘ 1. Present Tenee Patterne
(a> | (b)

: (1) yien, I,/naﬁdem, work (4) anna, we;’haﬁﬂmu, werk.

'fff‘(z) intEThou”%aﬁde Workest (5)/1ntom, yeu, tahdmu “?@if
- iw (She,. worke B A S

" ”(3) u., he, yahdem, worke A.’T(6)fu3m€s ﬁhﬁy;,yﬂﬁdmﬁﬁﬁigif




a‘278}-ffiof”

2. With the'. Eroﬁémina'i‘-TSdffi‘:ﬁes

T'v:fﬁ) nmﬁm+ @kbrmmm1+ “1 -nL -111”

\r*3(+~1a, +- 1kom, + 1om), othern ek < ek - ok = 1ek - j;;

‘ﬂvwise nandim +, (2) taﬁﬂm + y ' R
Lo - h, - u, a + final

. (ek), 'baI{dmi + (13.’ lna, S vowel; u- + fina
oonsonant - lu

3 lkom, lom) otherwise tahﬁnn

“ﬂw i a, - la.

(3) @aﬁdm + (ek), yahﬁmi + 5;-*~ o
o na,-—llna'

'A(la, lna, 1kom, 1om) otherwise
on”yahdim (h)_nahdmu. *+5 (5)

S s om e Lom

f-z:taﬁdmu~

.. .. 4. Past Tense Patterns . . .
’“*"*?Caif“iif“ﬂg 'f;ﬁ“f'gfgfif o hﬁﬁ'L’.r(b)'”

«.;..‘(1) ‘iien Tﬁdimt, worked :“("zb)~'/aﬁns; ’ﬁﬁmna, worked R
o nt o S

A R(2) u.’ﬁhdem.f?F%f@“i (5) 1ntom/ﬁdimtu L e
e (3) i'/ﬁadmet E‘ o":- (6) u.ma’ﬁadmu 5-7¢".tQ€V1}fi3;
'."4“_(1) ﬁdimti + (- 1a, --1na, - ni; - 11 e
= Lkom; ~ lom) otherwise =k ek, ok, - lek; = 1ok,:
’Hﬁimt. (2)/ﬁa&m + (ek), | : "f'; b3 =u (h + final vowdb

o : -f‘u + final. consonant)
-_jﬁaaim + (- ni;: 11, lek), L= 1u - T

"fhadhi o+ (la, lna, lkom, 1om) 1;;& a; - 1a.o!
- (3) ha@miti + (la, lna, 1kom, .é na; - lna o

vi{' 1om), otherwiae hadmit (k) ; - kom, - 1kom ;:Qoiﬁﬁffﬁ




,‘Ti,‘,j,;hainme . (5). ﬁaim%u« ©) = oms - 1om

'ﬁmbte'- When the suffixes are: added to the command
j”gfgpatterns, the stress movea from the first syll&ble tO

N i7ethe penultimate, according to the rule, as 1kteb, write}i

“but iktiba, write it (her), register her, i tri, buy,

Ayebut i trilna, buy for us.

,3‘\,,\‘2“, RN S .\r,‘s ae D HRA T TR

"-_w—_—--m‘nw——-” ——————c——_

“”1? (1) da.n, or heda n, da'na, or heda na,'this, masculine;&i
?;(2) ai: n, or hedi 1} di na, or. hedi na,. this, feminine.
- (3) aamm or hedawn, these, any gender. PRI
‘; (&) da-k, or heda:k, da ka, or heda ka, that, mascullne.ﬁﬁ
~§F(5) di k, or hedi k, di ka, or, hedl ka, that, feminine.,@;f

"11(6) dawk or' hedawk, dawka or hedawka, these. s

e 17:54(7) i., some, -~ . |

o 25(8) 1iema, which.‘3‘:5

(iv) The Interrogatives

'fju(1) i, what ?
‘e?(z) mis n, who ?

"(1) Note, change of final short tg! in the pronominal
' euffix na to 'ie', which is generally the variant of .
1ong av as in werqgiet, leaves, for werga:t. TFor his- 

terical reason, ef 1ong 'a‘ of classieal Arabic 1n

G (na:)




. S (3) 1161]1&, Whl(?-h ? Ny o
: ~. i ﬁ(#) (Yﬁla, why R .
o f;i;;J(5) ?’511?5 why ? - because-1‘

(v) Indeflnite Pronouns

“w“-m-—-t—ﬂu-_—ﬂ—-.‘-—-—“——-——
........

These are.— Kcll, every, kullma, whatever,

‘Afﬂkulﬁﬁad, everybody, kollqj', everything, ilkoll, all, :;.?T

i‘gunanimously, ﬁhddiehor, ‘sore one’ elbe.

d?5?37}theralsi*“

While the cardinal numbers formally behave 1ike &~-f*
;}nouns, and may therefore be classed with them, their

‘t_ordinal covrespondences are invarlable. “

ffy%?“;LjAdveﬁgg’

(i) Of Place

—u——-—--‘-na—_ - g —

\(4

'Feyn, where, also fey, mneyn, whenee, 1eyn, towards,_f }£f

*fkul?feyn, wherever, jewwa, inside, barra, outside,

AR 1 L
P;quq,ébove, tahtniyyiet, undar, waraniyyiet, backwards.};;

v

() 'iyyiet', as an’ ending to tweral and 'taht’ 1ndi~;¢;
' caﬁes ‘direction; but as this semantic function oper-~-. ..
- ates only with these two sporadic vords, we consider.
.. them ag formulas, that is, words that have. survived
N as invariables, as the plural suffix en in Eng. oxen.




'-:f’((1) Gf. {rabic -from' the’ Gree}c,”
‘contribution,‘:,.(Dozy" Kazimirski)
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ii'fost, among' fuq, on, above, hada, hdeygﬁ near, by the
‘side of, biswit + pronominal suffixes, by the side of,

*:{\or opposite to, 111, to, ma, with, minn, from, Zféyr,

M:Qexcept, ’7&1, against, towards, for, ﬁﬁhnd, at, in the-

:;j,Dossession of, qabel, before, quddiem, in front of,lﬁ

tajﬁf of, taﬁt, under; wara, after, behind.'

6"gha“00njuncti0ns‘

ﬁlifﬁu, anﬂ; yew, or, izda, but, yekk, if, a. . because," |
f1111, 14, who, that; 1111, whereas; meta, when; fiiii,,i‘
malli, when, as soon as, milli, for minn +. 1, theng 1&,

'since, as 1a qallek jféydli, 31nce he told you, tell me.;JA

| 7 Interjections.jzﬂ

'}w‘iva, iwa, yes, ya, 0, jahasra, alas !j yalla; woul&'ﬁo o
::?f;“God, yabbni or yibbni, indeed (ironical), yommi, what
: :~f;”expressing surprise, jobbni, being originally for ya + :

'1iibni, o my son, and yommi, for ya + ommi, 0 my mother.

This concludes the list. of words, each of which

*_:independently of its history, has survived in the

‘fl.iilanguage, as a formula, morphologically invariable.




TR

. THE MORPHOLOGY OF -NON SEMITIC MALTESE

A general principle to remember is that loan words\},f

fare incorporated 1nto Maltese 1n three ways-; B

(i) by conforming to a Semitic pattern, not neces-fig;

sarlly morphologically corresponding, as in the case ofgfﬁf

'ﬁﬂfﬁforeign verbs canforming to noun patterns,

(11) by confonming to Semitic Maltese phonologically
but not morphologlcally, ‘ ' L

(iii) by retainlng their historical phonology, Wlth:ﬂi
or without a phonetic modiflcation of the quallty of thefji
i°wg consonants and the vowels.A The phonetic modiflcatien 13a*¢

" as & rule, always noticeable amongst the uneducated f”‘“

.'rf masses, but much leS 80 amongst the educated classesj,}gi

i such as 1egal people, doctors,‘and prlests, especially fgfi
- in Valletta and the neighbouring towns. |
Taking the 1oan words 1n the morphological order {f33

iof the Tables, we shall: now give examples of these pro-i;ié
cesses. The foilowing are loan words conforming to - L

| “:Nominal Semitic patterns marked M.V. in Table I (proceséft
;J”Flié(i)) The patterns are nnmbered as in their respectlve fﬁf

N Tables.‘fffﬂ"




'*Efﬁff”ﬁllne., M.‘renta, It. renta, Eng. rent.~h;_‘

Coem

Patterns marked v have a verbal functlon.vjﬂﬁﬁfpw'f”ﬁf

Because of the 1ight that 15 shed on Maltose

ﬁ'f;phonology and phonological adaptatlon, tho 1oan words arofi
o explaine& in their orlglnal 1anguage Italian. (It. for
g,jshort) or Sicilian, briefly Sic. and English |

i 3(1) Q a T L" M. mant"It. manto, Eng. mantle - M IN
J“’5@fbamk, It. banco, Eng.=bank' - M. latts, It. 1accio,
,,ﬂEng. 1aoe. With f1na1 a N conforming to. S. pattern

f*fy-qatla'*?we get words, historloally corresponding 1ike

gL farsa, It. farsa, Eng. farQe - M. tattsa, It. *!;o{zza;:‘'.':“»s‘if

| fEnu glass. ""

o .(2) Q: e~T@Lf~ M. Sio cens, It._eenso, Eng- éﬁﬁhyteﬁsidﬁiifi
ML metts, It; mezzo, Eng. means. | | »fc L  o B

“_H (3) Q i T L-* M—Sic cint,'lt. reclnto (Lat.-cintus)’ B
‘TEng. edge of a wall.; M. oipp, It. ceppo, Eng. stocks.?ﬁfi~
~ﬂi \(4) Q 0T L, M kors;‘It. corso, Eng. course, M.;bollsfgéé
Tt 1 bollo, Eng._stamp.f!f' o - . k"‘ o
“~:¢f(11) Q e T L a. 1entsa;-it. 1onza, Eng. fishing

(12) a1 TLa: M. kitla, Eng.: kettle, M virga, It.
'~verga, Eng..wand. M..villa, It.‘villa, Eng.\villa.A
(cf.'Semitic pattern, sinna, tooth) ‘
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 \:(13) Qo T L a, M borza, It. borsa, Eng. bourse - o
(purse) M. bottsa, It. bozza, Eng. bulb. |
(19) Q a Tu: L, M. vapu r' It. vapore, Eng., éhip.
| 'M.,madu.m, It. mattone, Eng. brlcks. M ballu n;
1) pallone° Engllsh, ball _ | -
;1(20) Q T a: L; M fra r, It. feﬁbraio, Eng. February.:Ai
| M. spta r, It. ospedale, Eng. hospital. o | | |
(gt ie I M. stwiel, It.;sﬁollo, Eng, ‘beam,
. ':(22) Q. T at L a, M. gra da, It grata, Eng. gate; f" | -
o b?(23) QT ie L. a,  M. skieda;AIt. scheda, Eng. sCheduie.j: f
W spieda(v) sic. Speddlrl, Eng.’ to. finish. o
'V”f_(25) QT i; L; M friiz; It fregio; Eng. frleze,
 “:M. gri: z, It. grigio, Eng. grey.,_“ .
L (26) Q T i 1 a, M. cni. 883 Sic..ginisa (Lat. cinls),
"‘Enéﬁ charcoal dust, M. strl na; It strenna, Eng. a
'3fhew year glft.h~ -uw‘ Aui _ |
. (27) Q T us L,lM. spyu n; It. splone, Eng. 8DV 3
' tmn n; It. tlmone, Eng. rudder. o '
w (28) Q T ut L a; M. bluwsa, Eng. blouse,Mﬁtu dya(v)
:lIta studiare, Eng.-he studied.‘ N A
| (29) @ T 1 ¥y ya; M. trlyya, It. triade, Eng. triaae.:f“°’
o = Instances of 1oan words conforming to Semitic 3
“‘LMaltese phonologlcally but not morphologlcally are words
@f_-]like pulptu, pulpit, dispu ta, dispute,}the hlstorical
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A¥$Qante penultlmate accent of WhlGh 13 still retained by th
‘ e&ucated classes.;a_‘ ' R

Instances of noun-laons, retainlng their historicalﬁ{}

‘f’.gphonology, would be words llke vir&u,:lt virtu.,

| “*'qf@class alSO those 1oans, in whlch the only phonologlcal

*ffhng. virtue,Mkarita, karrta, It. carité Eng. eharity,

;M.=m1rakoli, It. miracoll, Eng. mlracles, Wlth whlch we -

'Eiyﬁjdxfference or modlflcation 13 fmnal ’i' in open syllable{ff

Vifor Itallan e' énd 'u' for It. 'o'(i

‘“'“lexamples.-- M. meravilyi, It. meraviglie: Eng,‘marv6183*{j{

o **¥,M parti, It. parte, Lng. part, M. ballu, It, ballo,}ﬁpfiéi

" Eng. ball.

Such historical phonology in some of its elements

d‘f{very often agrees with Semltic Maltese.‘ Take, for in~4*355

1:stance, in loan word 'parti'; part, and in the

“‘ifSemztic word, qalbi', my heart - it oceupies the same

c*$ position 1n two formally simllar, but morphologieally
'ifdlfferent, patterns._ Morphologically: processes (ii) an&

(ili) 1nclude the 1arger number of loan words.




sy

f5i7vo¢éiié Endings of LoénAWOnds

These are (1) a, common to forelgn nomlnals and des-?:
. :criptives denoting a feminine gender, thus agreeing w1th ;‘
Semltic Maltese, unless the noun 1ndlcates a male like

S

. paipa, pope.‘ Examples.- karta sabiha, beautiful paper, mi'

'-m”;mara bra: va, brave woman, ruh indanna ta, damned soul

(2) u, common o’ foreign nominals and adjectives,
,1ndlcates masculine gender. Examples.—. tra:vu kbir,n
“big: beam, ra: jel bra vu, brave- man,.,ln | :

-(3) i, pluaralises forelgn descriptives and nomlnals: 

ending in 'a’ or 'u'. Examples.- kartl sbieh nisa

"7. bra vi, erwieh indanna ti, tra vi kbar, raiel “bra: vl.J

s

. Cf. TABLE 2

| Nominal scatter formed by prefixing non radical 't', _

with or without a following vowel, to the flrst radlcal f;i
iof the semitised V..B.n ' -_
(2)-t1 Q. T 1: L. tivel:r, butchering from V.B.2. biccer*;uﬁ
ticki:n, belittling from V.B.2. Cekken. ' L
(L) t Q i £y T it L, tblcci r, butchering from V. B. 2, ,

'biccer as in (2), tbicci c, cuttlng to pieces from bicce!?f
i;(lo) T Q a T t1iyy a, also with 2nd radical un-~°7 -

. 1engthened. tpaniyya, self—indulgence from V.B. paija,




2%

"-tbatiyya, suffering, from V.B. bata(Lat. pati),
A’tfisqiyya, swaddling, (with 1y for Semitic 'e ), from .
“V.B. fesqa (Lat. fascia) i

;”'3?:(9) t i Q T i y y aj tikciyya, expulslon from V.B. kecca.?f

'”'Qbandal, tbaski t baking hard, from VBl baskat, trampi 1;ﬂ

f“*sl(16) t Q e T Q iw<L, tbenai 1, bruising, from V.B. benael;g

‘fﬂ(lh) t Qa T Q i L, tbandi 1, swinging from quadrlllteralﬁ

tberfi 1,.tr1mming from V. B. berfel; tberdi l rowdlness;f};

ﬁ‘JQ ?from VeB. berdel'ﬁa5

4 Many other verbs develap a morphologlcally corres-i'fi
n,ponding non Semitic scatter by adding a.r to the V.B., f;ff
*7historica11y correspondxng to. are', one of ‘the Italianf{fi
3}¢ana Latin: inflnitive endings..,}. R s
S:JExamples--; imbutta , pushins £rom v.B.f imbotta, )

’5i’f:inforna*ir,baking, from V.B. inforna, spyuna r, spymg-

“;'from spyuLna,sfrutta r, exPloiting from sfrutta.

ct. :!?.AELE 5

All patterns ineluded in this Table are purely :fﬁf ’t

'"’f;*Semitic. There is not one 1oan word that has been subuf;¥'

, €Jected to this process.




| fcf;_TABLE_a o

Descriptive Scatter f,‘ o ,-l¢ff§

u-m———-——-—-—-,n-——-—m

”{~(8) Q o T o L, M.,foloz, pl. f sing. falts, Iffffglsdj;;;;
. Eng.- false. e

‘11‘?f5(11) Q afr T, M. bagf Sic.zbasciu (It. basso), Eng.

’ 53ylow (base) M. ‘mans; ‘It. manso, Eng. tame.

f,h51_¥forelgn nouns 1ike ﬁlSS ’ Eng. dish'i;;'

3;.{,:(h7) 1 Q T e L, 1prem, It. primo (first), Eng. superior“

(12) @ & T T M 11(f; It. 1iscio; Eng. smooth 1nc1uding;i€

“'(13) Q 0 T T, M. rotts, It. rozzo, Eng. rude, M. tond,vQ?ff
| tondo, ‘Eng. round. f ' ‘ ’"1'
}(32) Q a T L a. L; pasta s, Slc. vastasu; Eng. valgar;ﬁ{f}\

JM? payza n, It. paesano, Eng. fellow countryman.

\ _;M ifrem, It. fermo (flrm), Eng. firmer.ZL ' o
”"”.(62) mQatT i,xﬁbaS}i, humiliated from V.B Baiga,’”“
f_It abbassare, mfalli bankrupt, for V.B. falla, It, ;;ﬂﬂﬁﬁ

n_: fal1ire.' " | B
C(66) ()mQaTTal; mfallat.s, falsifmd’ "
t;?ﬁlffaltsa, It._falsare, mbiccer, butchered, from V'B'ngyfgg
o ;biccer, sic..buccirlarl, ‘ R , R

(11) mbandal, swung from V.B. bandal, Sic.

: pandullari (Lat.,pendulas) mfernaq, flamlng up from V.B.;E;




‘ivrfonm to - the exmgencies of Maltese phonetice anﬁ phenology
‘7egﬁ:in some: of their constituents, generally vowels and stress,

. ?tffbut otherwlse retain the original morphological pattern.nlf;

'*"5-'lf‘¢j5b01d, witty; nervu: z, nervous; in each, °f Which final w: S’w
fvf@;fconfoﬁms to It. oso. Also, krudi 1, cruel, It crudele,cfff
":;jinyupaﬂt, 1gnorant, It, ignorante, stu: ptu, Stupid, 11'»;‘-‘}"?'?»\T
v fﬂéﬁﬁtupido, ‘bra:vu, well, done: It- bravo, inu t1is ueeless,

'if,:.It 1nut11e.is‘lskﬁmg e
; %f;f;verbs develop their morphological equivalents in a’

';'.?fa st for the singular masculine, a: ta for the 81ngular
7,.1{fem1n1ne and a vy for the plurals either gender,'added to}?
x\“,ﬁj;the last consonant or semi vowel Y of: the V-B' |
;'*pffifEXamples.- 1ndanna t, 1ndanna ta, indanna.ti, damneds

:'T;;?ffrom V.B., 1ndanna, as, 1n ruh indamm,ta, damned soul

o fernaq, Lat. fornax.l mfernez, maddened from V. B. fernez

TIt. frenesia, ‘b1 kel embrelled., f‘rom V.B, Di- kel.

’1I The foreign deseriptives conforming to Semitic patterns

are comparatively very Pew; as a rule, most of them con—fiff

‘Examples'-: gustu s,;charming, vanitu 8, vain, spiritu s, h

2 As for patterne 1ncluded in F.i and F ii, moet fore1gnj}§

5i'fonma11y different and non-Semltic way by the addltion ofli;

¢! 2t

;‘?"',,[\(1) Whenice. also North: African ..9-2;9 '_cﬂ,. o,
g fourneau d'étuve de ‘bain (Beaussier) .




’*’?;(mixed phraseologY), traskura t, careless or neglected,,nt?

ii;gstudya ta, studyati, stuﬁied, from V.B. stu dya.lf

'ﬂ*fglt. brumaf§398 the ship wonm.

'*.,jmi sriep, 51ng. serp, It.ﬂserpe, Eng.‘snake.:‘_'

f?trasktrra{ta, traskura ti, from V.B. traskmma, 1rrabya t,

'»irrabya ta, 1rrabya ti, from V.B.‘irraﬁwa, studya t,

or mmss

Plural PatternSbe"vocalic internal changes

*(1):Q:T‘a: L;‘M; fra'n; Iﬁ. forno, Eng. oven;-M,;bgésﬁﬁi

,-,(2) Q, T 1e L, dw:.eh, sing. duh, It. doga, Eng. stave,

1?1~(h) Q I u.fLyum:”vrufsj sing. vers, It. verso; Eng.Aﬁxt5

o verse, M._cnu s, sing. cens, It. censo, Eng.‘emphytheusis.;

D QT a

M qra ti, sing. qprti It. corte, Eng'~:y2;

"?i~¢,??1aw oourts, M swa 11, sing. sa.la, It.:sala,)Eng. drawing%

ﬂ: '7(15) Q i T e L, M.;nicec, sing. nicca, It. nlccia, Eng.,ff

-1‘00111. ,

’ ;;[(8) QT ie L I, M.:cwierl, sing. ciera..It. cera, Eng;wf

»,looks, M. cmienl, Bing. cumniyya, Eng. chimney.‘ : |
(14) 2 & T e L’ M-;baneﬁ, Bing. bands, It. banda, Engyt*;a

-‘band._ M' 1an3°’ Sing- lanca, It 1ancia, Eng. 1aunchf§f i

;niehe.a M. birer, sing. birra, It. birra, Eng. beer.A.;fj;




ca
Ve

'x'.,ﬁﬁ(?l) Q T ayya L, .  jmayyag,géipg},;Sm&;ra,nSic,~Séium§ﬁ§£

&’; bourse (Purse), W Jonot, 51ng- jonta, It. giunta, Eng. f;§
' i‘joint.. * . N , | , | : /- %
“51(18) Q T eyy e L, M. vreyyes,‘51ng; vers, It verso,{i*f ;
'ifEng.i verse, M. mnx speyyez,;sing- SPi Za: It Spesa?f

ez

(16) Q o T o L, M._boroz, sing. borsa, It. borsa,_Eng.gugf

wEngJ expenee.-

f(22) Q T a: L a L, M psa: tas, sing. pastajg Sic. vastasu;ﬂ

. ﬁﬂégEng. vulgar (porter) qla fat, sing. qalfa ty It.i;igwl

=  ca1afato, Eng. calker. M. qra dﬁf sing. qardaJ[ ’ Lat.ﬁéy
tcardus, Eng. a card - - SR

.(23) Q T az L e L, M. sta ten, sing.;suttana,>It. sottana;;

: T7*;fnyns-_cassock.- M. bra mel, 31ng..barmi 1, It. barile, Eng.g

barrel.

'(24) Q T‘ie I e L, M. vrieden, 31ng. v1rdu n, It verdone,
“};Eng. greenfinch, M. crlenen, sing. qurn;ena, Slc. cierner&

|  It carniera, Eng. bag. -

Other Plural Formations

rrrns-—-rn“-—w--n.v-'-w-n—

P

Most 1oan words from their plurals in four different

'3‘ways, in the first three 1nstances by means of ‘the

, mf"fisemltic suffixes () (11) ’iet', or: "iyyiet', in: the




( ”fA_trisyllabic 1oan words w1th 'ie"+ one consonant in final

o Syllable.f‘ﬁw;(

"‘H;from 51ng.,pa tri, soriyyiet, nuns from sing. gyo ru; 1}?;

”ilfourth instance by means of vccalic saffix (iii) ;f:ff*f

fwhich as. a pluralising ending is not Semitic.jl

:{(ilzﬁﬁ%fix,féf

v

'l‘his is the onl;y plural suffix of disyllabic op H

e Sin ular gt "\:ﬁi-iwﬁ”iff Plural

barbier,l barber _? . j.‘ barbiera

arjentle ! silversmith EH;: araentiera

(ii) Suffixes ’iet‘iand 1yyiet'

“'ﬂu‘ﬂ!ﬂuw-nwlﬂﬂ —--—.- s

‘j‘iet' is added to the consonant preceding final a

; i%fln open syllable, and'iyyieﬂ to 4 vowel other than a"}-if
or to a consonant.‘ fn B o ‘. |  ” ~;-:
Note ‘that, While in Semitic Maltese these suffixes R

-;denote feminine gender, 1n Non Semitic Maltese they are‘fﬁ?

»'*Eadded also - and very. frequently - to masculine nouns.i};i
Bxamples Ni Kartiet, papers, from fem.)51ng. karta, butuﬂf:

also papiet, popes, from sing.lpa pa, patriyyiet, friars,

lﬂ{votiyyiet, votes, from smng- VO t-‘
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(iii) malyi, bathing costumes, from sing. malya,  §§?

'fi famllyl, famllies, from sing. familyi, torti, tarts, fr°m¥%

‘}% sing. torta, bra.vi, clever,'81ng. bra vu, (masc.) or

;bra va, (fem.l,‘z-

- Cf. TABIE 6 .

VErbal Patterns

(1) Foreign verbal bases either confonm to ‘a SamitiC’fwﬂii

gpattern or follow patterns that are only partly 30!

éﬁv espe01a11y in the present anﬁ past tense scatter.‘

W['(z) In the first instance they confonm tO (i) the Semiticﬁf

*:;V.B.2. and 5 with thlrd radieal a consonant (denomlnatlve[f

verbs) and possible vocallc sequences a~ a, e - e; and
‘1i-- e, or with third radioal a s hypothetlcally, to-‘ﬂ ;
1ﬂma1ntaln Semltic analogy, a[Y] and (ii) to qnadrilitefalsé;
4'w1th three or four consonants dlfferent and vocalic 33-55;?
‘afquenoes a - aj a - e, e - e, e - a.;?.f ‘ ? |
Exemples:- (1) fallats, (V.B.2.), he falsified, whence -
| 1_tfa11ats (V.B.5.) he grew mailczous, bettsen,.(V.B.e.) hefi
made cakes, ‘whence tbettsen, (V.B.5.), it grew big 11ke :
- a cake, - baSSa (VZB.Q.), he 1owered £ humlllated, Whenceif
tba.”a (v. B.5), he hum'bled himseli‘, patta (V.B.2) he was |
<‘quits, whence tpatta (V;B.5.) it was compensated.' ‘;;?5}73




.....

i[;(il) band31,

'\hammered, tmartel, it was hammered, fesdaq, he shelled
, beans, etc., tfesdaq, 1t was shelled (a pod), bi kel, he_
:jcheated, tbdgkel, he was taken in.Af' B

;lfiqgiin the present and past tenee patterne, confonm to V.B.Q,Nf
’ana less frequently to V.B.l, with thlrd radical a[y],«j,if
A Vg;;non Semltic in that (1) they have different vocalic |

".ifgeequence_gf“‘

1ifm°rPholog'
, hbegin"with vo“,elJ;‘__r-v:_;"z.,._,_,i
ot than two syllables'
F .‘Examples’r‘ “
;uhe esteemed, etu dya, he studied, d£fa la, he enéoyea\ ﬁ?id
,ih1mself, abbandu na, he abandoned, 1mbolla, he Stamped-_df’

'(?) In their scatter, to whlch we have aust referred,

f“:f,;and they are 1ikeW1ee subaect to the eame formal changes

.fisiprovoked by the Tenee, Nwaer, Subject and Gender Griteria;

he ewung, tbandal, he was swung, partat,(:l

~he exchanged, tpartat, 1t was exehanged, martel, he

Partly Semitlc Patterne

: f“ﬂ}_(l) These are Semitic only in 80, far as they, especlally

1) begldfwith an 1n1tia1 coneonant groﬁp,:jiVVI

) Jewhieh is never the case 1n S.M. unless the V.B. is o

“11y increased by a: coneonant prefix (111)n'fi£§

w%(iv) may consist cf moref?ﬁii

fada, he trusted, epa ra,Ahe shot, eti ma,eiﬁfa

they employ the pronominal affixes of the Semltic v.B.,;Q§




Command Patterns

Theyvarlous verbal bases with flnal a in open_l‘

“5”,sy11able,swhlch we have described, are also singular«comrfl

*Qjmand or request patterns, the plural thereof resultlng

ffifram the addltion of diphthong aw to the 1ast consonant{?
as{ 1rranja, Put in order, pl. irranaaw, 1ggwerra, wage

Eiﬁ,war, pl.:iggwerraw. o

Present Tense Patterns

As in~Sem1tie Maltese, they result from the command ;f

"pattern,'by thejaddltion of the same prefixes.'

Examples.

o

iggwerra,ﬁwage war..,it n+ 2iggﬁéf¥aﬁ,;Wagé'waf?'c5§§

. Y*

Past Tense Patterns

Also as in. S.M., conforming 1n the matter of suf- ~
fixes, to V;B. QaRa, he read, whlch we described formallygf
in Table 6 Col. v-vi, pa‘b. 11-15. | | R

i

iggwefﬁafig;iA .féyieh ‘iggﬁérréytf
e s S A I

olns

: = iggwerrait. ~  ahma = iggwerrayma . .

1ggwerraw;ffff;iintpm  z'iggwerréytu_i}*'if't

mh:




: ﬁ“gglistess ra jel u ma listess mara," I myself saw him’ read

o _A‘zfAdverb of [c] quantity.

. 297 : _‘

e . e
B \

| THE INVARIABLE BLGMEND

The contrlbution of Non Semitic Malteee to thls ',fﬂ

Ly

af,part includes.

}(1) [a] Reflexive Pronoun,,'etees . self, which means also

same';f e“

'Yien stess raytu yaqra 1istess kotba ma

¢

.Lﬁithe same books with the same man and the same woman.'l”

1gquwalsivolya, whatever, kwalunque, Whoever, any.

-"(11) Adverbs of [a] Time,{mentri, whilst"tsobtu, suddenly,

| ;malayr, soon, kmienl, early.

",Adverbs;ofi[b] Manner.-; |
. Semltlo Maltese does not easily express adverbe of
fmanner, in thle case, itso”pies Italian by addlng 'ment'

'ito the last consonant, or to a after a semi vowel y

 of. the forelgn adaective.; This usage, however, is still eﬁl
o“very muoh restricted, rare in the villages, but frequently’
pemployed by the educated classes. Examples are:- 'sery&mxm
2‘serlously, serya + ment, probabilment, probably, brobabll?f

'o‘+ ment, intortament, uselessly.‘- vl““

There is only the much employed 'tant' in the sense

MA;Of 'so mnch' Examples.-‘ Talab tant u taytu tant,.ih fi;&




: ) eyes became (red) 1ike fire.x

{“31ng, vicl.n near, penmettg, by means of.;t}ff

w°"(v) Interjectlons,

x2§81ﬂi§

asked for so much and I gave him S0 much, ’tant kémm ‘

. bklet, ayneya sa ru ‘na: r, 'she wept so much - that her

ﬁf(ill) Prep081t10ns, cirka, 3180 inclrka, abo“t’ as ciPkaﬁfi

0. ri n ruh,‘about twenty persons, also o ri:mn ruh
1in01rka, kontra, agalnst, versu, towards, for, as

. 11mhabba versu 1pro mu, 1ove for one 8 nelghbourh‘

[generally confined to priebts 'sermons], skond, accord—?f@

» (1v) _ggiggggiggg, o', or, antsl, not only, what more,fﬂf

‘ffperoifhowever, intant,qmeanwhile.;v"p

_yma f alas Iy aybuuff

;_addlyyu Goodbyef arrivederci, au revoir }' bonj&rnﬁ,‘

~"Good.morning

""bon 'si’
‘live e hail o

ra, goodvevenlng, evvi va, long




a9

" @onelusion -

In Phonology we noted the varloue positlonal

2h.fagreemente of" the vocelie end eoneonantal elementsf{:f:"h

5;of foreign and Semitie Malteee, 1n Morphology the -

fmany word—pattern agreemente end adaptatione, but o

”?all through we heve also noted that Malteee, the

'{'T“QVﬁlenguage epoken by a Ghrietian people, half way be-

':‘tween North Afrlca and Sicily, hae developed phom—ztlc,‘;f"‘[-‘:(“‘57E

‘ “lefphonological and morphologioal charaeteristice of its

k““ﬁ ;;own, some of them.cempletely IndoéEuropeen, othere‘7"‘ -

{ half way between Semitic and Indo-European.

)ItJis theee charecteristice that,)w1th other

\*;syntactieal developments, differentiate Melteee from f*fffi

| ithekArabie and the Romanee dialeete.
Ae a eompreheneive deeeription, we might eay

5[;that, 1inguistioally, Meltese is a unique croee breedff@

of East and West, With ‘the. 1ndividuality of & separateff;f;

*_-language, oompounded of Semitlo and Aryan elements,

Ef_”but etill essentially a Semitie tongue-
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