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Trommelsprachen — Languages of Drums
for four solo percussionists and Transcultural ensemble (2017)
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Trommelsprachen is a collaborative work
CREDITS for borrowed material:
*Drum patterns by Zohar Fresco
**Composition for Defining Time and Space by V. Suresh
***Melody by Mariana Sadovska (instrumental texture by M Ellison)
****Improvisation for Double Bass (Sebastian Gramss)

+ Based on composed material from Zohar Fresco’s Shavuot)
++Improvisation in C Rageshri by Paras Nath and ‘Lullaby’ (F) by Mariana Sadovska
+++String melody notated here combines with a performance of “Blessing” by Christian Thomé
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Instrumentation

Percussion Soloists

1: Ghatam

2: Frame Drum, riqq

3: Darbuka/deholla

4: Drum set (electronic drone, effects)

Bansuri (player chooses transpositions, but at least D, F, G required)
Baglama

Flute (doubling piccolo and Alto)

Clarinet in Bb (doubling Bass Clarinet)

Piano

Voice

Violin

Viola

Cello

Bass*

2 Dancers (optional)

SCORE transposing for Bb clarinet, sounding whole step below written
pitch, and bass clarinet, sounding ninth below written pitch

Bansuri, Baglama and all other instruments written in C

* Sounds an octave below written
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(Ghost notes)
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Rules: The triangular " Fermata sign means the person who leads the cue decides where to come in
+Uli—~ means that Uli decides the section
Gaps may be left for percussion to play more: thus the length of the piece may vary depending
on the time taken for Darbuka solos.
Sections should be played in order
Bansuri may join for the 'tune’
Each section should be played continuously until next “Fermata
CODA is optional (after funky groove) but rccommended
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free overtone blowing over sung tone (random irregular dynamics)
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VIII. Finale

Atonal Theme (to be combined with 'Blessing' by Christian Thomé and Mariana Sadovska)

J

66 Cantabile e espressivo

L. All

II. Cello lowest 8ve, Violin high octave

III. All tremolando

70 Cantabile e espressivo
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when 'blessing' stops,take one beat breath and then play coda tremolando
over nearly imperceptible electronic drone of F:
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