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A. Introduction 
 
This report summarizes the latest available national statistics on access and attainment by low-
income and minority community college students.  The data come from the National Center for 
Education Statistics’ (NCES) Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS) annual 
surveys of all postsecondary educational institutions and the NCES Beginning Postsecondary 
Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  The latter follows for six years a 
nationally representative sample of all first-time beginning college students from the 1995-96 
school year, with follow-up surveys in 1998 and 2001.  
 
The IPEDS data reported in Section B provide longitudinal trend statistics of actual enrollments 
and degrees awarded by institution type and student characteristics for selected years between 
1992 and 2002.  From this we learn about the overall enrollment rates of minorities and the total 
number of different types of credentials earned (certificate, associate degree, bachelor’s degree) 
by race/ethnicity.  We compare the rates across institution types to assess the relative 
achievement of students at community colleges.  We also estimate the rate of degree attainment 
relative to the rate of enrollment by race/ethnicity at different types of institutions. 
 
While IPEDS contains substantial information on the characteristics of students at U.S. colleges 
and universities, it does not include data on income.  IPEDS does collect information on the 
amount of student financial aid received by students at each institution, but one cannot infer from 
that information about the income levels of students since those who receive financial aid are not 
necessarily low-income and, significantly, low-income students do not necessarily receive 
financial aid.  Because of the difficulties involved in collecting reliable information on student 
income, many colleges do not collect this information.  This presents a challenge to efforts to 
improve access and attainment for low-income students, since it makes it difficult to measure the 
enrollment and outcomes by such students.  Not only does IPEDS not include data on student 
income, it also does not indicate the type of programs in which students are enrolled.   
 
For national data on patterns of enrollment by student income and program type we need to look 
at survey datasets such as BPS:96/01.  Sections C and D draw on data from BPS:96/01 to 
describe enrollment patterns and completion rates, respectively, by minority and low-income 
student characteristics.  Since BPS:96/01 is a survey of a sample of students who started in 
higher education during the 1995-96 school year it gives us insight into a specific cohort of 
entering students.  We present enrollment information for this cohort, which represents a cross-
section of all first-time students at community colleges and other types of institutions.  They 
range from students just out of high school to those who may be beginning postsecondary 
education after having a first career lasting many years.  This survey gives us valuable insights 
into the outcomes of these students.  In contrast to IPEDS, BPS:96/01 provides us with 
achievement rates (degree and certificate attainment and transfer to baccalaureate institutions) 
for different types of students after six years since beginning their postsecondary enrollment and 
across all institutions in which they enrolled during that time period.  These findings should be 
compared to those in the companion report, Community college low-income and minority student 
completion study:  descriptive statistics from the 1992 high school cohort, which provides 
enrollment and eight-year completion rates for the younger cohort of students who were 
scheduled to graduate high school in 1992. 
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At the beginning of each lettered section of this report is a summary that highlights the important 
findings from all the tables and figures in that section.  The final report summary is a compilation 
of those section summaries.  The tables and charts in the main body of the report are derived 
from the detailed data tables found in the Appendix. 
 
Throughout the report we use the term community colleges to refer to two-year public 
institutions. 
 
Key to institution type abbreviations: 
 4yr =  four-year 
 2yr =  two-year 
 <2yr =  less than two-year 

pub =  public 
 p-nfp =  private not-for-profit 
 p-fp =  private for-profit 
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B. Trends in Undergraduate Enrollment and Degrees Awarded by Race/Ethnicity  
 

1. Summary 
 
Minority student undergraduate enrollments grew in absolute numbers and as a proportion of 
total enrollment between 1992 and 2002, while those for white students declined during the same 
period.  Community colleges, with 42 percent of all undergraduates enrolled in fall 2002, have 
by far the highest proportion of undergraduate students of any institution type.  They enroll more 
than half of all Hispanic students in undergraduate higher education and also enroll a 
disproportionate number of African-American undergraduates. 
 
The absolute numbers of associate and bachelor’s degrees awarded to African-Africans and 
Hispanics grew substantially between 1992 and 2002, at rates far above the average for all 
race/ethnicities.  The number of certificates awarded to Hispanics also grew during this period 
despite a drop in the total number of certificates awarded to all students.  Nonetheless, both 
African-Americans and Hispanics remained underrepresented in higher education relative to 
their rates of high school graduates and underrepresented among those earning credentials 
relative to their rates of undergraduate enrollment in higher education in 2002.  Specifically, 
African-Americans and Hispanics were underrepresented among associate degree earners at 
community colleges, although African-Americans did earn certificates from community colleges 
at higher rates than their enrollment.  However, the latter finding may not be positive if a 
certificate is seen as a ”consolation” award for students counseled out of associate degree or 
transfer programs. 
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2. Trends in Undergraduate Enrollment by Race/Ethnicity 
 
Figure 1. Total Enrollment by Race/Ethnicity, Fall 1992, 1997, and 2002 
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Source: Integrated Postsecondary Educational Data System (IPEDS), Fall Enrollment Surveys: 1992, 1997 and 

2002.  Authors’ calculations 
Note: See Table A1a in Appendix for details. 
 
Key facts: 
 

• Total undergraduate enrollment grew by 11 percent between 1992 and 2002.       
 
• Enrollment in undergraduate programs by African-Americans and Hispanics grew both in 

absolute terms and as a share of total enrollment during that period.  Hispanic enrollment 
grew by over half (53 percent) during that period.  Hispanic students represented 12 
percent of undergraduates in 2002, up from 8 percent in 1992.  The proportion of 
African-American undergraduates grew from 10 percent in 1992 to 12 percent in 2002. 

 
• From 1992 to 2002, the percentage of full-time students grew by 17 percent compared to 

a growth rate of only 2 percent for part-time students. In 2002, 62 percent of students 
were enrolled full-time.  However, Hispanic students represent a higher proportion of 
part-time students (14 percent) than of full-time students (10 percent).   
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Table 1. Percent of Total Enrollment by Institution Type within Race/Ethnicity, Fall 
2002 Undergraduates 

 
  All Af-Am Hisp Asian White Other 

4yr pub  35% 31% 25% 37% 38% 30% 
4yr p-nfp  16% 14% 13% 12% 17% 20% 
4yr p-fp  2% 3% 2% 2% 1% 8% 
2yr pub  42% 44% 51% 46% 41% 38% 
2yr p-nfp  0% 0% 1% 0% 0% 1% 
2yr p-fp  2% 3% 2% 1% 1% 2% 
<2yr pub  1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 
<2yr p-nfp  0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 
<2yr p-fp  2% 3% 5% 1% 1% 2% 
All  100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

 
Source: Integrated Postsecondary Educational Data System (IPEDS), Fall Enrollment Survey 2002.  Authors’ 

calculations 
Note: See Table A1b in Appendix for details. 
 
Key facts: 
 

• In 2002, community colleges enrolled the largest share (42 percent) of undergraduate 
students of any postsecondary institution type. 

 
• Community colleges enrolled over half (51 percent) of all Hispanic undergraduate 

students.  Hispanic undergraduates were underrepresented in four-year public and private 
non-profit institutions.  Public four-year institutions enrolled 35 percent of all 
undergraduate students, but only 25 percent of Hispanic undergraduates. 

 
• African-American undergraduates were somewhat overrepresented in community 

colleges and somewhat underrepresented in four-year public and private non-profit 
institutions.  
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Table 2. Percent of Total Enrollment by Race/Ethnicity within Institution Type, Fall 
2002 Undergraduates 

 
  All Af-Am Hisp Asian White Other 

4yr pub  100% 11% 8% 6% 67% 8% 
4yr p-nfp  100% 11% 9% 5% 64% 11% 
4yr p-fp  100% 15% 12% 5% 35% 34% 
2yr pub  100% 12% 14% 6% 59% 8% 
2yr p-nfp  100% 12% 14% 6% 54% 13% 
2yr p-fp  100% 20% 16% 3% 53% 8% 
<2yr pub  100% 11% 18% 6% 57% 8% 
<2yr p-nfp  100% 18% 37% 5% 22% 17% 
<2yr p-fp  100% 21% 34% 4% 33% 8% 

 
Source: Integrated Postsecondary Educational Data System (IPEDS), Fall Enrollment Survey 2002.  Authors’ 

calculations 
Note: See Table A1b in Appendix for numbers from which calculated. 
 
Key facts: 
 

• In 2002, community colleges enrolled proportionally more Hispanic students than did 
four-year institutions.  Only eight percent of students in four-year public institutions were 
Hispanic. 

 
• Two-year private for-profit and the less than two-year institutions had even higher 

percentages of Hispanic students than did community colleges.  
 
• Two- and four-year private for-profit institutions had the highest percentage of African-

American students as a share of their total enrollments (20 percent and 15 percent, 
respectively).  
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Table 3. Percent of Total Enrollment that is Full-Time, by Race/Ethnicity and 
Institution Type, Fall 2002 Undergraduates 

 
  All Af-Am Hisp Asian White Other 
4yr pub  79% 76% 75% 83% 80% 74% 
4yr p-nfp  81% 76% 77% 87% 83% 74% 
4yr p-fp  78% 68% 79% 76% 74% 88% 
2yr pub  37% 39% 33% 35% 38% 38% 
2yr p-nfp  74% 74% 86% 81% 73% 63% 
2yr p-fp  88% 88% 90% 90% 88% 89% 
<2yr pub  57% 66% 62% 49% 57% 32% 
<2yr p-nfp  92% 90% 98% 96% 85% 91% 
<2yr p-fp  86% 86% 89% 87% 82% 84% 

  
Source: Integrated Postsecondary Educational Data System (IPEDS), Fall Enrollment Survey 2002.  Authors’ 

calculations. 
 
Key facts: 
 

• In 2002, community colleges enrolled by far the lowest proportion of full-time students 
of any institution type. 
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3. Trends in Undergraduate Degrees Awarded by Race/Ethnicity 
 
Table 4. Undergraduate Degrees Awarded, Total and Percent by Race/Ethnicity, 

1992-93, 1997-98, and 2002-03 
 

92-93 97-98 02-03 

  N % n % n % 

Pct chg  
92-93 to 

02-03 
All  822,052 100% 656,079 100% 597,576 100% -27% 
Af-Am  100,839 14% 91,520 14% 100,325 17% -1% 
Hisp  83,403 11% 83,004 13% 103,783 17% 24% 
Asian  24,423 3% 27,877 4% 26,283 4% 8% 
White  408,183 56% 348,957 53% 321,657 54% -21% 
Other  116,523 16% 104,721 16% 45,528 8% -61% 

Certificates 

Undiff 88,681 . . . . . . 
All  539,361 100% 580,591 100% 604,764 100% 12% 
Af-Am  42,956 8% 56,700 10% 65,231 11% 52% 
Hisp  35,862 7% 49,302 8% 63,409 10% 77% 
Asian  16,581 3% 25,358 4% 30,492 5% 84% 
White  404,209 76% 417,025 72% 403,339 67% 0% 
Other  34,491 6% 32,206 6% 42,293 7% 23% 

Associate 
degrees  

Undiff 5,262 . . . . . . 
All  1,189,001 100% 1,203,827 100% 1,313,614 100% 10% 
Af-Am  77,357 7% 96,091 8% 111,686 9% 44% 
Hisp  58,229 5% 78,270 7% 95,681 7% 64% 
Asian  50,891 4% 70,167 6% 79,634 6% 56% 
White  937,545 79% 880,351 73% 917,739 70% -2% 
Other  62,058 5% 78,948 7% 108,874 8% 75% 

Bachelors 
degrees  

Undiff 2,921 . . . . . . 
 
Source: Integrated Postsecondary Educational Data System (IPEDS), Degree Completion Surveys 1992, 1997 

and 2002.  Authors’ calculations. 
Note: “Undiff” refers to degree completers for whom race/ethnicity was not indicated. 
 
Key facts: 
 

• The total number of certificates awarded declined by over 25 percent between 1992 and 
2003.  Even so, the number of certificates awarded to Hispanics increased by nearly 25 
percent during that period. 

 
• The percentage increase in associate and bachelor’s degrees awarded to African-

Americans and Hispanics from 1992 to 2003 was much larger than that for all students.  
The increase in associate degrees awarded was 12 percent for all students, but 52 percent 
for African-Americans and 77 percent for Hispanics.  The bachelor’s degree increase was 
10 percent for all students, 44 percent for African-Americans, and 64 percent for 
Hispanics. 
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• In 2003, African-Americans represented 11 percent of associate degree graduates and 9 
percent of bachelor’s degree graduates.  The corresponding figures for Hispanics were 10 
percent and 7 percent.  Despite the growth in numbers of graduates from both groups, 
African-Americans and Hispanic graduates were still underrepresented in proportion to 
their representation in the college-age population overall.  In 1999-2000, African-
Americans represented 17 percent of public high school students while Hispanics 
comprised 16 percent (Young, 2002).  Using data from the 19 states that report data on 
high school completions of all types (diplomas, GEDs and other), Mortenson (2002) 
estimated that 15 percent of high school completers in these states in 2000 were African-
American and 11 percent were Hispanic. 
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Table 5. Certificates Awarded, Total and Percent by Institution Type within 
Race/Ethnicity, 2002-03 

All Af-Am Hisp Asian White Other   
n % n % n % N % n % n % 

4yr pub  10,353 2% 496 0% 300 0% 176 1% 8,689 3% 692 2%
4yr p-nfp  8,722 1% 1,474 1% 1,383 1% 395 2% 4,370 1% 1,100 2%
4yr p-fp  5,765 1% 667 1% 506 0% 362 1% 3,191 1% 1,039 2%
2yr pub  250,201 42% 42,544 42% 23,515 23% 9,799 37% 159,321 50% 15,022 33%
2yr p-nfp  8,279 1% 615 1% 2,027 2% 337 1% 3,995 1% 1,305 3%
2yr p-fp  58,414 10% 11,876 12% 9,642 9% 2,464 9% 30,622 10% 3,810 8%
<2yr pub  58,403 10% 5,850 6% 6,624 6% 2,205 8% 39,846 12% 3,878 9%
<2yr p-nfp  17,431 3% 2,524 3% 6,994 7% 720 3% 4,758 1% 2,435 5%
<2yr p-fp  180,008 30% 34,279 34% 52,792 51% 9,825 37% 66,865 21% 16,247 36%
All  597,576 100% 100,325 100% 103,783 100% 26,283 100% 321,657 100% 45,528 100%

Source: Integrated Postsecondary Educational Data System (IPEDS), Degree Completion Survey 2003.  Authors’ 
calculations. 

 
Table 6. Associate Degrees Awarded, Total and Percent by Institution Type within 

Race/Ethnicity, 2002-03 
All Af-Am Hisp Asian White Other   

n % n % n % n % n % n % 
4yr pub  40,719 7% 3,662 6% 2,354 4% 1,261 4% 31,038 8% 2,404 6%
4yr p-nfp  37,813 6% 4,929 8% 3,499 6% 1,141 4% 24,746 6% 3,498 8%
4yr p-fp  28,800 5% 4,630 7% 4,862 8% 1,657 5% 14,992 4% 2,659 6%
2yr pub  434,477 72% 43,026 66% 44,014 69% 23,080 76% 295,138 73% 29,219 69%
2yr p-nfp  11,779 2% 1,333 2% 1,408 2% 1,381 5% 6,069 2% 1,588 4%
2yr p-fp  50,962 8% 7,615 12% 7,245 11% 1,963 6% 31,223 8% 2,916 7%
<2yr pub  . . . . . . . . . . . .
<2yr p-nfp  158 0% 30 0% 19 0% 8 0% 93 0% 8 0%
<2yr p-fp  56 0% 6 0% 8 0% 1 0% 40 0% 1 0%
All  604,764 100% 65,231 100% 63,409 100% 30,492 100% 403,339 100% 42,293 100%

Source: Integrated Postsecondary Educational Data System (IPEDS), Degree Completion Survey 2003.  Authors’ 
calculations. 

 
Table 7. Bachelor’s Degrees Awarded, Total and Percent by Institution Type within 

Race/Ethnicity, 2002-03 
All Af-Am Hisp Asian White Other   

n % n % n % N % n % n % 
4yr pub  849,729 65% 70,689 63% 63,001 66% 55,498 70% 599,650 65% 60,891 56%
4yr p-nfp  437,171 33% 37,589 34% 29,712 31% 21,774 27% 304,859 33% 43,237 40%
4yr p-fp  26,714 2% 3,408 3% 2,968 3% 2,362 3% 13,230 1% 4,746 4%
All  1,313,614 100% 111,686 100% 95,681 100% 79,634 100% 917,739 100% 108,874 100%

Source: Integrated Postsecondary Educational Data System (IPEDS), Degree Completion Survey 2003.  Authors’ 
calculations. 
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Key facts: 
 

• In 2002-03, community colleges awarded more certificates than any other institution.  
More Hispanics received certificates from less than two-year for-profit institutions than 
from community colleges, however.   

 
• Community colleges awarded 72 percent of all associate degrees in 2002-03.  Two-year 

for-profit colleges awarded only eight percent of associate degrees overall, but graduated 
12 percent of the African Americans and 11 percent of the Hispanics who earned 
associate degrees in 2002-03. 
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Table 8. Ratio of Percent of Certificates Awarded in 2002-03 to Percent of Enrollment 
in Fall 2002 by Race/Ethnicity by Institution Type, 2002-03 

 
  Af-Am Hisp Asian White 
2yr pub  1.4 0.7 0.6 1.1 
2yr p-nfp  0.6 1.7 0.6 0.9 
2yr p-fp  1.0 1.0 1.2 1.0 
<2yr pub  0.9 0.6 0.6 1.2 
<2yr p-nfp  0.8 1.1 0.8 1.2 
<2yr p-fp  0.9 0.9 1.4 1.1 

 
Source: Integrated Postsecondary Educational Data System (IPEDS), Degree Completion Surveys 1992, 1997 

and 2002.  Authors’ calculations. 
Note: A ratio greater than one means that students of a given race/ethnicity are earning certificates from 

institutions of the given type in a proportion greater than their representation among students enrolled in 
those institutions.  Calculated using row percents (not shown) from Table 5 above and Table A1b in 
Appendix. 

 
 
Table 9. Ratio of Percent of Associate Degrees Awarded in 2002-03 to Percent of 

Enrollment  in Fall 2002 by Race/Ethnicity by Institution Type 
 

  Af-Am Hisp Asian White 
2yr pub  0.8 0.7 0.8 1.1 
2yr p-nfp  0.9 0.8 1.8 1.0 
2yr p-fp  0.8 0.9 1.1 1.2 

 
Source: Integrated Postsecondary Educational Data System (IPEDS), Degree Completion Surveys 1992, 1997 

and 2002.  Authors’ calculations. 
Note: A ratio greater than one means that students of a given race/ethnicity are earning associate degrees from 

institutions of the given type in a proportion greater than their representation among students enrolled in 
those institutions.  Calculated using row percents (not shown) from Table 6 above and Table A1b in 
Appendix.   

 
Key facts: 

 
• African Americans represented a far higher proportion of certificate-earners at 

community colleges than of community college enrollments.  In contrast, Hispanic and 
Asian students were underrepresented among certificate-earners at community colleges. 

 
• African Americans, Hispanics and Asians were underrepresented among associate degree 

graduates from community colleges compared to their representation among students 
enrolled in these institutions.    
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C. Undergraduate Enrollment Patterns  
 

1. Summary 

 
This section reports enrollment rates by institution crossed with race/ethnicity, household income 
quartile, and parents’ highest level of education.  Enrollment rates are also broken out by initial 
degree program and initial major type, as well as participation in remedial courses.  The 
BPS:96/01 data used here provide much more detailed breakdowns than do the IPEDS data.  
Note that BPS represents only first-time beginning postsecondary students. 
 
Although community colleges enrolled the largest proportion of all black and Hispanic 
postsecondary students of all institution types, the for-profit and less than two-year institutions 
have higher proportions of minority students within their student bodies.  And compared to other 
types of institutions, community colleges draw students fairly evenly from all four household 
income quartiles, though their largest representation is among the middle two quartiles.  The 
highest income quartile students are more likely to enroll in four-year public and private non-
profit institutions, while the lowest income quartile students are disproportionately represented in 
for-profit and less than two-year institutions.  Although first-generation students are 
overrepresented in for-profit and less than two-year institutions, half of all such students enroll in 
community colleges as their first institution.  They also represent half of all community college 
students.  The conclusion of these findings on enrollment by race/ethnicity, household income, 
and parents’ education is that community colleges do not draw disproportionately from any 
identifiable group, but draw strongly from all types of students. 
 
Community colleges represent the primary destination for students seeking associate degrees, 
enrolling 86 percent of all such students in the country.  Similarly, the vast majority of 
community college students are enrolled in associate degree programs.  However, minority 
students (particularly African-Americans), students from the lowest income quartile, and first-
generation college students are all disproportionately represented in certificate programs in 
community colleges.  Similarly, these same groups are more highly represented in occupational 
majors.  Also, the majority of students at for-profit and less than two-year colleges are in 
occupational majors. 
 
Community college students have the highest rates of remedial course enrollment when 
compared to students in other types of institutions.  About one quarter of all beginning 
community college students took remediation.  The rate of remedial course-taking at community 
colleges is relatively even across categories by race/ethnicity, household income quartile, and 
parents’ education.  That is, there is little significant difference in the proportion of any particular 
identity group that enrolls in remediation.  This is in sharp contrast to remedial enrollment at 
public four-year institutions, where minority students, those from the lower income quartiles, and 
those whose parents have less education take remediation at higher rates than others.  The reason 
for this pattern at community colleges may be that higher proportions of minorities, low income 
and first-generation students enroll in certificate programs, which often have less rigid or no 
remedial requirements than associate degree and transfer programs, where white students, those 
with higher household incomes, and those whose parents have more education are more likely to 
enroll. 
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2. Undergraduate Enrollment by Gender 

 
Note: See Tables A2 and A3 in the Appendix for details. 
 
Key facts: 
 

• In 1995-96, community colleges enrolled 47 percent of all beginning postsecondary male 
students but only 42 percent of such female students.  Females are proportionally more 
concentrated in the less than two-year for-profit institutions, which enrolled 9 percent of 
the female students but only 5 percent of male students. 

 
• In 1995-96 among first-time college students, women outnumbered men in all 

undergraduate institutions types (including the less than two-year institutions) except 
four-year for-profit institutions, where men accounted for 65 percent of the students.  

  
• Women represented 71 percent of BPS students in less than two-year for-profit 

institutions.   
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3. Undergraduate Enrollment by Race/Ethnicity 

 
Figure 2. Percent of Total Enrollment by First Institution Type within Race/Ethnicity; 

Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 
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Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
Note: See Table A2 in Appendix for details. 
 
Key facts: 
 

• Among all undergraduate institutions (including less than two-year institutions), 
community colleges enrolled by far the largest proportion of black and Hispanic students 
Specifically, 43 percent of black and 43 percent Hispanic beginning students attended 
community colleges in 1995-96. 
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Figure 3. Percent of Total Enrollment by Race/Ethnicity within First Institution Type; 
Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 
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Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
Note: See Table A3 in Appendix for details. 
 
Key facts: 
 

• Eleven percent of community college BPS students were black and 12 percent were 
Hispanic.  In comparison, 10 percent of BPS students in four-year public schools were 
black and 11 percent were Hispanic.   

 
• Two- and four-year for-profit colleges as well as the less than two-year institutions 

enrolled higher proportions of blacks and Hispanics than did community colleges.  Over 
one-third (34 percent) of BPS students at four-year for-profit institutions were Hispanic, 
while over half of all students at such institutions were minority students.  In general, 
minorities were over-represented in for-profit institutions. 
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4. Undergraduate Enrollment by Income 

 
Figure 4. Percent of Total Enrollment by First Institution Type within Household 

Income Quartile; Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 
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Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
Note: See Table A4 in Appendix for details. 
 
Key facts: 
 

• In 1995-96, among undergraduate institutions (including the less than two-year 
institutions), community colleges enrolled by far the largest number of BPS students 
from the lowest household income quartile (45 percent of such students).  

 
• In general, students from the lower income quartiles were disproportionately represented 

in for-profit institutions (including four-years). 
   
• In the four-year institutions other than the for-profits, students from higher income 

quartiles predominated. 
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Figure 5. Percent of Total Enrollment by Household Income Quartile within First 
Institution Type; Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 
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Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
Note: See Table A5 in Appendix for details. 
 
Key facts: 
 

• In 1995-96, community colleges enrolled a higher proportion of beginning low-income 
students than did four-year public and private non-profit institutions.  Over half (55 
percent) of community college students are from the lowest two income quartiles 
compared to 38 percent of four-year public students.  However, both two- and four-year 
for-profits enroll proportionally more low-income BPS students than do community 
colleges.  The less than two-year institutions enroll even higher proportions of students 
from the lowest income households.  Nearly sixty percent (59 percent) of BPS students in 
the less than two-year privates were from the poorest households. 

 
• There was a fairly even distribution of students by household income quartile at 

community colleges (with only the highest income quartile being slightly under-
represented).  Less than 20 percent of BPS students at community colleges were from the 
highest household income quartile.  For comparison, exactly one-fourth (25 percent) of 
community college BPS students came from households in the lowest income quartile. 

 
• In general, students from households in the highest income quartile are over-represented 

in four-year institutions (though not at for-profit institutions) and students from 
households in the lowest income quartile are over-represented in all for-profit institutions 
and the less than two-year institutions. 
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5. Undergraduate Enrollment by Parents’ Education  
 
Figure 6. Percent of Total Enrollment by First Institution Type within Parents’ 

Highest Level of Education; Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 
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Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
Note: See Table A6 in Appendix for details. 
 
Key facts: 
 

• In 1995-96, community colleges enrolled about half of all BPS students who were first-
generation college students (those whose parents’ highest level of education was high 
school or less).  In comparison, four-year public colleges enrolled 20 percent of such 
students.   
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Figure 7. Percent of Total Enrollment by Parents’ Highest Level of Education within 
First Institution Type; Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 
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Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
Note: See Table A7 in Appendix for details. 
 
Key facts: 
 

• In 1995-96, community colleges enrolled a much higher proportion of first-generation 
students (50 percent) than did four-year public and private, non-profit institutions (33 
percent and 27 percent respectively).  However, two- and four-year for-profits enrolled 
proportionally more first-generation students than did community colleges (61 percent 
and 60 percent respectively).  The less than two-year institutions enroll even higher 
proportions of first-generation BPS students.  For example, 75 percent of BPS students 
enrolled in private, less than two-year for-profit institutions were first-generation college 
students.   

 
• A little more than a quarter (27 percent) of community college BPS students had parents 

with a bachelor’s degree or higher.  This compares with 51 percent of BPS students in 
four-year public institutions and 59 percent of students in four-year private non-profit 
institutions.  In general, students whose parents had at least some college were over-
represented in community colleges and first-generation college students were over-
represented in all for-profit institutions and all two-year (including community colleges) 
and less than two-year institutions. 
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6. Community College Student Enrollment by Initial Degree Program Type 
 
Figure 8. Percent of Total Enrollment by Initial Degree Program Type within 

Race/Ethnicity; Beginning Community College Enrollees in 1995-96 
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Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
Note: See Table A8 in Appendix for details. 
 
 
Figure 9. Percent of Total Enrollment by Initial Degree Program Type within 

Household Income Quartile; Beginning Community College Enrollees in 
1995-96 
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Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
Note: See Table A9 in Appendix for details. 
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Figure 10. Percent of Total Enrollment by Initial Degree Program Type within Parents’ 

Highest Level of Education; Beginning Community College Enrollees in 
1995-96 
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Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
Note: See Table A10 in Appendix for details. 
 
Key facts: 

 
• Community colleges enrolled the lion’s share (86 percent) of all beginning postsecondary 

students in 1995-96 in associate degree programs.  Less than two-year institutions 
enrolled about as many students in certificate programs as did community colleges, but 
enrolled more blacks and far more Hispanics in such programs (data not shown).   

 
• Eighty-four percent of BPS students at community colleges in 1995-96 were enrolled in 

associate degree programs while 16 percent were enrolled in certificate programs.  The 
comparable figures at the two-year, for-profit colleges were 60 percent and 40 percent.  

  
• Over one quarter (27 percent) of African-American BPS students at community colleges 

were enrolled in certificate programs compared to 14 percent of Hispanics and 15 percent 
of whites.   

 
• BPS community college students in the lower income quartiles were more likely to enroll 

in certificate programs than were those in higher income quartiles.  Almost one quarter 
(23 percent) of students in the lowest income quartile were enrolled in certificate 
programs compared to six percent of students in the highest income quartile. 

 
• Students who were first-generation college students were over-represented in certificate 

programs at community colleges.  Twenty percent of community college BPS students 
who were first-generation college students were in certificate programs compared to five 
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percent of students whose parents had a bachelor’s degree or higher.  The higher the level 
of parents’ education, the less likely that a student will be in a certificate program (and 
more likely the student will be in an associate degree program).  This pattern occurs 
across all institution types.    
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7. Community College Student Enrollment by Major Type 
 
Figure 11. Percent of Total Enrollment by Initial Major Type within Race/Ethnicity; 

Beginning Community College Enrollees in 1995-96 
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Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
Note: See Table A11 in Appendix for details. 
 
 
Figure 12. Percent of Total Enrollment by Initial Major Type within Household Income 

Quartile; Beginning Community College Enrollees in 1995-96 
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Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
Note: See Table A12 in Appendix for details. 
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Figure 13. Percent of Total Enrollment by Initial Major Type within Parents’ Highest 
Level of Education; Beginning Community College Enrollees in 1995-96  

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Unknown H.S. or less Some
College

BA or higher All

Academic
Occupational
None

 
Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
Note: See Table A13 in Appendix for details. 
 
Key facts: 
 

• In 1995-96, 40 percent of beginning postsecondary students at community colleges chose 
an occupational major, while 31 percent chose an academic major.  Twenty-nine percent 
did not indicate a major.  The comparable figures for BPS students at four-year public 
institutions were 33 percent occupational, 40 percent academic and 27 percent none or 
undeclared.  Not surprisingly, most BPS students at for-profit and less than two-year 
schools indicated an occupational major, reflecting the focus of these institutions on 
career education.  Also, very few students at these colleges did not indicate a major, 
reflecting the narrower range of options at such institutions, many of which require 
students to declare their major from the start.   

 
• African-American community college BPS students were much more likely than whites 

or Hispanics to indicate an occupational major rather than an academic one (and less 
likely not to indicate a major).  In contrast, African-American students at four-year public 
institutions were more likely to either indicate an academic major or none at all.  
Hispanic community college BPS students were somewhat more likely than students in 
general to indicate no major.   

 
• Low-income BPS students at community colleges were somewhat more likely to indicate 

an occupational major than were higher-income students, although they were less likely 
to indicate no major than were students in the highest household income quartile.  The 
differences are not striking, however. 



IPEDS and BPS Descriptive Statistics  34 

 
• First-generation BPS students at community colleges were more likely to indicate an 

occupational major than were those whose parents have a bachelor’s degree. 
 
• Interestingly, in four-year public colleges, the distribution of the choice of type of major 

(occupational, academic or none) is fairly even across household income quartiles.  
Similarly, the choice of major type does not seem to be correlated with the education 
level of students’ parents. 
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8. Community College Student Enrollment in Remedial Courses 
 
Figure 14. Percent Enrolled in Remedial Courses in Two- and Four-Year Public 

Institutions by Race/Ethnicity; Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-
96 
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Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
Note: See Table A14 in Appendix for details. 
 
Figure 15. Percent Enrolled in Remedial Courses in Two- and Four-Year Public 

Institutions by Household Income Quartile; Beginning Postsecondary 
Enrollees in 1995-96 

 
Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
Note: See Table A15 in Appendix for details. 
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Figure 16. Percent Enrolled in Remedial Courses in Two- and Four-Year Public 
Institutions by Parents’ Highest Level of Education; Beginning 
Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 
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Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
Note: See Table A16 in Appendix for details. 
 
Key facts: 
 

• In 1995-96, community colleges enrolled by far the largest number (about 62 percent) of 
beginning postsecondary (BPS) students who took at least one remedial course in their 
first year (data not shown).   

 
• About 25 percent of BPS students at community colleges took at least one remedial 

course in their first year, compared to 17 percent of those at four-year public institutions 
and 10 percent at four-year private not-for-profit institutions.  Relatively few students at 
less than two-year institutions took remedial courses. 

 
• African-American BPS community college students were only slightly more likely to 

take remedial courses than were white students.  Hispanic students were somewhat more 
likely than either group to take remedial courses.  This is in contrast to the experience at 
four-year public institutions where 29 percent of black and 28 percent of Hispanic BPS 
students took remedial courses compared to 14 percent of whites.  One possible 
explanation for the relatively similar rate of participation in remediation among 
community college students is that African Americans, Hispanics, low-income and first-
generation students at community colleges are more likely to enroll in certificate 
programs, which have lower rates of remedial enrollment and fewer remedial 
requirements than associate degree programs.  Thus, students in these programs have less 
need to enroll in remediation.  In contrast, at four-year institutions, all programs have 
substantial academic requirements, so all students are tested for remedial needs and 
required to take such classes as necessary.  
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• The distribution of community college BPS students who took remedial courses was 
surprisingly even across household income quartiles (about one quarter of students in 
each quartile took remedial courses).  At four-year public institutions, 22 percent of BPS 
students in the lowest income quartile took remedial courses compared to 12 percent of 
students in the highest income quartile. 

   
• Surprisingly, a slightly higher proportion of beginning community college students 

whose parents went to college or earned a bachelor’s degree took remediation (27 
percent) than did BPS students who were first-generation college students (23 percent).  
This may be due to the fact that first-generation college students were more likely to be 
enrolled in occupational programs at the certificate level, which often do not require 
students to take remedial courses.  Another possible explanation is that students from 
families of higher socio-economic standing tend to participate in postsecondary education 
regardless of their academic capabilities, whereas academically unprepared students from 
low-income families are unlikely to enroll at all, and those who do and are more 
academically capable may choose for financial or other reasons to enroll in community 
colleges and other non-selective institutions.  At four-year public institutions, 21 percent 
of BPS students who were first-generation college students took remedial courses 
compared to 12 percent of students whose parents earned at least a bachelor’s degree. 

 
• The vast majority (91 percent) of community college BPS students who took at least one 

remedial course in their first year were in associate degree programs (data not shown).  
Only nine percent were in certificate programs, reflecting the fact that many such 
programs do not require students to take remedial programs because they do not require 
academic math or English.  Slightly more students who took at least one remedial course 
were in occupational majors (43 percent) as opposed to academic ones (39 percent), 
although 18 percent had not declared a major.       

 
 
For comparison, examine the following data on participation in remedial education by institution 
type from a national survey by NCES of remedial education at degree-granting institutions.   
 
 
 Table 10. Participation in Remedial Education by Institution Type, Fall 2000 
 

 Percent of Entering Freshmen Enrolled in Remedial Courses 
 Reading, 

Writing or 
Math 

 
Reading 

 
Writing 

 
Math 

All Institutions 28% 11% 14% 22% 
2-yr public 42% 20% 23% 35% 
2-yr private 24% 9% 17% 18% 
4-yr public 20% 6% 9% 16% 
4-yr private 12% 5% 7% 8% 

 
Source:  National Center for Education Statistics (2003). 
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Table 11. Extent of Participation in Remedial Education by Institution Type, Fall 2000 
 

Percent of Students by Average Time Spent  in Remedial Instruction  
Less than 1 Year 1 Year More than 1 Year 

All Institutions 60% 35% 5% 
2-yr public 37% 53% 10% 
2-yr private 84% 16% 0% 
4-yr public 62% 35% 3% 
4-yr private 83% 16% 0% 

 
Source:  National Center for Education Statistics (2003). 
 
Key facts: 
 

• Over forty percent (42 percent) of community college students take at least one remedial 
course, most often in mathematics.  This is more than twice the percentage of students at 
four-year public institutions who take remedial courses. 

 
• Nearly two-thirds (63 percent) of community college students who take remedial courses 

spend a year or more in such courses, compared to 38 percent of students in four-year 
public colleges and universities.   
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D. Undergraduate Degree Completion and Transfer Rates 
 

1. Summary 
 
This section uses BPS:96/01 to analyze the six-year outcomes of first-time undergraduate 
students who entered postsecondary education in 1995-96.  One half of all students who started 
at a community college completed some outcome (certificate, associate or bachelor’s degree, or 
transfer to a baccalaureate institution) after six years.  This is the lowest rate of completion 
among all two-year and four-year institution types.  At 37 percent, black community college 
students had a lower six-year completion rate than either Hispanics (42 percent) or whites (52 
percent).  Black community college students had the highest rate of certificate completion (17 
percent) and the lowest rate of bachelor’s degree completion (2 percent).  Furthermore, the rate 
of transfer to four-year institutions was lower for both blacks and Hispanics than for whites and 
the rate of bachelor’s degree completion among students who transferred was also lower for 
these groups. 
 
Slightly less than one half (47 percent) of all students starting at community colleges from the 
lowest income quartile completed an outcome in six years.  They had the lowest rates of transfer 
and bachelor’s degree completion, though the highest rate of certificate completion among all 
income quartiles.  Similarly, only 42 percent of first-generation students starting at community 
colleges had a successful outcome after six years.  And they also exhibited the pattern of highest 
certificate completion rate and lowest transfer and bachelor’s completion rate among their peers 
at community colleges. 
 
The outcome pattern by degree program for all two- and four-year institutions is that, the higher 
the degree program in which students initially enroll, the higher the success rate in attaining a 
successful outcome.  For example, at community colleges, the completion rate for students 
starting in certificate programs is 41 percent, while that for associate degree program students is 
51 percent.  Black students who started in certificate programs in community colleges had higher 
six-year outcome rates than did similar Hispanic students, primarily due to the relatively high 
rate of black students’ completing certificates.  However, Hispanic students in community 
college associate programs complete at higher rates than do their black peers (although both 
transfer to four-year institutions at about the same rate).  White students across both program 
types in community colleges complete at higher rates than either black or Hispanic students.  
Students in community college occupational majors generally complete at lower rates than their 
peers in academic majors or with no initial major declaration.  The exception is Hispanic 
students in occupational majors, more than half of whom complete an outcome in six years 
(above the overall community college average). 
 
Taking remedial coursework reduces ones chance of graduation within six years, regardless of 
institution type.  In particular, the rate of any completion among black and Hispanic students 
starting in community colleges who took remediation is extremely low (24 percent).  This rate is 
less than half that for Hispanics at community colleges who took no remediation and 
significantly below that for blacks with no remediation (43 percent).  In contrast, white students 
who took remediation still completed at rates over 50 percent and only slightly below the rate of 
their white peers who took no remediation. 
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2. Degree Completion and Transfer by First Institution Type 
 
Figure 17. Six-Year Highest Outcome, Percent by Outcome Category within First 

Institution Type; Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 
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Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
Note: See Table A17 in Appendix for details. 
 
Key facts: 
 

• BPS students who started in 1995-96 at a public four-year institution were less likely to 
earn a bachelor’s degree in six years than were students who started at private, non-profit 
four-year institutions, but nearly twice as likely as students who started at four-year for-
profits.  Students who started at the four-year for-profits were much more likely to earn a 
certificate or associate degree (about as likely as students who started at community 
colleges).  Still, the probability of earning any degree by starting at a four-year for-profit 
was less than that when starting at other types of four-year institutions.  

 
• BPS students who started at a community college were less likely to earn a certificate or 

an associate degree than students who entered private two-year institutions.  However, 
only 10 percent of students who started at two-year for-profit colleges transferred to a 
four-year institution and only 2 percent earned a bachelor’s degree, while 30 percent of 
students who started at community colleges transferred and 10 percent earned a 
bachelor’s degree.    

 
• Of the 30 percent of beginning community college students who transferred to a four-

year institution, over 80 percent transferred to public four-year institutions, 18 percent 
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transferred to private non-profit institutions and the remaining fraction went to private 
for-profit four-year colleges. 

 
• One-third of BPS community college students who did transfer ended up earning a 

bachelor’s degree within six years.  Those who transferred to private four-year 
institutions graduated at a slightly higher rate (38 percent) than did those who transferred 
to public four-year institutions (32 percent). 

 
 
 
3. Degree Completion and Transfer by Gender 

 
Key facts: 

 
• Degree outcomes for male and female BPS students who started at a community college 

were very similar (data not shown).  However, males were somewhat more likely to 
transfer to baccalaureate institutions (35 percent compared to 30 percent of females).   

 
• Among BPS students who began at four-year public institutions in 1995-96, women 

graduated at a higher rate than did men.  
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4. Degree Completion and Transfer by Race/Ethnicity 
 
Figure 18a. Six-Year Highest Outcome, Percent by Outcome Category within 

Race/Ethnicity; Beginning Community College Enrollees in 1995-96 
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Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
Note: See Table A18a in Appendix for details. 
 
Key facts: 

 
• African-American students who started at a community college in 1995-96 were less than 

half as likely to earn an associate degree within six years as were white students.  Only 
two percent of blacks who started at a community college earned a bachelor’s degree 
compared to 12 percent of whites.  Only about half as many black students as white 
students transferred to four-year institutions, which is one cause of the low bachelor’s 
completion rate for blacks. 

 
• Nearly twice as many black students than white students who started at a community 

college earned a certificate.  Among black male BPS students at community colleges, 
over one-fourth earned a certificate within six years (rates by gender not shown).  This 
high rate of certificate attainment may be another reason for the low bachelor’s degree 
completion among black males, since we know from other research that few certificate 
recipients go on to earn other degrees (see Bailey et al., in press).  However, this doesn’t 
explain the low rate of bachelor’s attainment among females, since only nine percent of 
black females who started at a community college earned a certificate.   
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• Hispanics who started at a community college achieved higher rates of outcome success 
than blacks, but not as high as whites at all credential levels.  It is noteworthy that a 
higher percentage of Hispanic females transferred to four-year institutions, but a higher 
percentage of Hispanic males ended up earning bachelor’s degrees.  In both cases, the 
rates are low, however. 

 
• More Asian students who started at a community college earned an associate degree than 

did whites, although only 4 percent of Asian students earned a bachelor’s degree 
compared to 12 percent of whites.  This is the case despite the fact that nearly half (46 
percent) of Asians who started at a community college transferred to a four-year 
institution.  This is odd given that Asians who start at four-year public institutions have 
the highest degree completion rate of any race/ethnic group.  A somewhat higher 
percentage of Asians who started at a community college were still enrolled in some 
institution after six years, but the difference is not large enough to explain the low 
bachelor’s completion rate among Asians who start at a community college. 

 
• A higher percentage of whites beginning in community colleges (32 percent) transferred 

to four-year colleges than did blacks (16 percent) or Hispanics (24 percent).  Asian 
students transferred at the highest rate (47 percent).  Blacks and Hispanics who did 
transfer ended up earning bachelor’s degrees at lower rates (14 percent and 22 percent 
respectively) than did whites (37 percent).   

 
• A smaller percentage of female BPS community college students (25 percent) transferred 

to four-year colleges than did male students (35 percent), although a higher percentage of 
the women who transferred (38 percent) ended up earning a bachelor’s degree than did 
men who transferred (29 percent).  This is also the pattern for whites, blacks and Asians.   
However, more Hispanic females transferred than did Hispanic men, but Hispanic men 
who transferred earned bachelor’s degrees at a much higher rate (33 percent) than did 
Hispanic women (14 percent). 

 
• Over 80 percent of blacks who transferred attended public four-year institutions 

compared to 75 percent of Hispanics and 65 percent of whites.    
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Figure 18b. Six-Year Highest Outcome for Black Students, Percent by Outcome 
Category within First Institution Type; Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees 
in 1995-96 
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Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
Note: See Tables A18a-f in Appendix for details. 
 
Figure 18c. Six-Year Highest Outcome for Hispanic Students, Percent by Outcome 

Category within First Institution Type; Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees 
in 1995-96 
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Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
Note: See Tables A18a-f in Appendix for details. 
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Key facts: 

 
• Only 35 percent of black men and 43 percent of black women who started at a public 

four-year institution earned bachelor’s degrees within six years.  This compares with 43 
percent for Hispanic men, 46 percent for Hispanic women, 53 percent for white men, and 
59 percent for white women (data not shown). 

 
• Higher percentages of students who started at four-year private institutions earned 

bachelor’s degrees than did students who started at four-year public institutions, though 
the rate at both types of institutions for black students is lower than for other students 
(compare Figures 17 and 18b).  Interestingly, black men who begin at four-year private 
colleges are more likely than men of other race/ethnicities to earn certificates or associate 
degrees. 

 
• Although four-year for-profit institutions enroll more beginning postsecondary men than 

women, the latter earned bachelor’s degrees at a higher rate (data not shown).  This 
seems to be driven by differences in outcomes between black and Hispanic men and 
women.  Black and Hispanic women who started at four-year for-profits were much more 
likely to earn bachelor’s degrees than were black and Hispanic men.  Over two-thirds (69 
percent) of black men who started at four-year for-profit colleges earned certificates, 
which may explain why so few earned bachelor’s degree.  Similarly, 43 percent of 
Hispanic men who started at four-year for-profits earned associate degrees, but only 14 
percent earned bachelor’s degrees. 

 
• Black and Hispanic students who started at two-year for-profits had a better chance of 

earning a certificate or an associate degree than did minority students who started at 
community colleges.  Few such students at the two-year for-profit institutions earned 
bachelor’s degrees, however.   

 
• The majority of students who started at less than two-year for-profit institutions earned 

certificates.  The exception is black males, only 33 percent of whom earned certificates 
compared to 58 percent of black women and 60 percent of white men.  Very few students 
who started at less than two-year institutions earned associate degrees within six years.   
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5. Degree Completion and Transfer by Income 
 
Figure 19a. Six-Year Highest Outcome, Percent by Outcome Category within Household 

Income Quartile; Beginning Community College Enrollees in 1995-96 
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Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
Note: See Table A19a in Appendix for details. 
 
Key facts: 
 

• Among students who started at a community college in 1995-96, students in the lowest 
income quartile were more likely than students in the highest income quartile to earn 
certificates and less likely to transfer to a four-year institution or earn a bachelor’s 
degree.  Interestingly, there does not seem to be a clear correlation between household 
income and the rates at which students earn associate degrees.   

 
• Beginning community college students in the second income quartile were least likely to 

earn any degree, although they are more likely than students in the lowest quartile to 
transfer or earn a bachelor’s degree. 

 
• Among all students who started at a community college, only 19 percent of those in the 

lowest income quartile transferred to a four-year institution, compared to 47 percent of 
those in the highest income quartile (data not shown; rates include students who earned 
certificates and associate degrees prior to transferring). 

 
• A little over a quarter (26 percent) of the lowest income students who transferred earned 

a bachelor’s degree within six years while 37 percent of the highest income quartile 
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students who transferred earned a bachelor’s degree (data not shown; rates include 
students who earned certificates and associate degrees prior to transferring).   

 
• Interestingly, a greater percentage of the lowest income students transferred to private 

non-profit four-year institutions (26 percent) than did students in the highest income 
group (14 percent).  Neither type of institution seems to graduate low income students at 
higher rates, since the distribution of bachelor’s degree completion rate for both types of 
schools mirrors that for students overall.   
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Figure 19b. Six-Year Highest Outcome for Low-Income Students, Percent by Outcome 
Category within First Institution Type; Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees 
in 1995-96 
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Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
Note: “Low-income” students defined as those in the first quartile of household income. 

See Tables A19a-f in Appendix for details. 
 
Key facts: 
 

• Low-income students who started at community colleges were far less likely to earn a 
certificate or associate degree than were similar students who started at private two-year 
colleges.  However, those at community colleges were more likely to transfer and earn 
bachelor’s degrees than were students in two-year private for-profit institutions.   

 
• Among students who started in four-year public colleges, 40 percent of students in the 

lowest income quartile earned bachelor’s degrees within six years compared to 64 percent 
of students in the highest income group.  A similar contrast in outcomes by income is 
evident among students who started at private, non-profit four-year institutions and at for-
profit four-year institutions.   

 
• Interestingly, there does not seem to be a similar correlation between household income 

and certificate or degree completion among students who started at two-year for-profit 
colleges.  Low-income students who started at either two-year for-profit or less than two-
year for-profit institutions were actually more likely to earn certificates than were 
students from the highest income group.  However, it should be noted that few high-
income students enroll in either type of institution.   
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6. Degree Completion and Transfer by Parents’ Education 
 
Figure 20a. Six-Year Highest Outcome, Percent by Outcome Category within Parents’ 

Highest Level of Education; Beginning Community College Enrollees in 
1995-96 
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Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
Note: See Table A20a in Appendix for details. 
 
Key facts: 
 

• Among students who started at a community college, first-generation college students 
were somewhat less likely to earn an associate degree than were students whose parents 
have college degrees and far less likely to transfer to a four-year institution or earn a 
bachelor’s degree.  Only 19 percent of first-generation college students transferred 
compared to 48 percent of those whose parents had a bachelor’s or higher. 

   
• The bachelor’s degree completion rate among students who transferred was actually 

lowest for students whose parents’ have some college but no degree (26 percent), 
followed by first-generation college students (31 percent) and students whose parents had 
college degrees (38 percent) (data not shown; rates include students who earned 
certificates and associate degrees prior to transferring). 

   
• Interestingly, a greater percentage of first-generation college students (19 percent) and 

students whose parents had some college but no degree transferred to private non-profit 
institutions than did students whose parents had bachelor’s degrees (13 percent).  First-
generation college students did comparatively well at private non-profit institutions, with 
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41 percent of those who transferred to such institutions receiving a bachelor’s degree 
within six years compared with 29 percent of such students who transferred to public 
four-year institutions.   

 



IPEDS and BPS Descriptive Statistics  51 

Figure 20b. Six-Year Highest Outcome for First-Generation College Students, Percent by 
Outcome Category within First Institution Type; Beginning Postsecondary 
Enrollees in 1995-96 
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Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
Note: “First-generation” college students are defined as those whose parents did not go to college. 

See Tables A20a-f in Appendix for details. 
 
Key facts: 
 

• First-generation students who started at a community college in 1995-96 were less likely 
to earn a certificate or associate degree than were first-generation students who started at 
private two-year colleges. 

 
• Among students who started in four-year public colleges, 40 percent of first-generation 

college students earned bachelor’s degrees within six years compared to 65 percent of 
students whose parents had at least a bachelor’s degree.  A similar pattern is evident 
among students who started at private, non-profit four-year institutions and at for-profit 
four-year institutions.  

 
• Thirty-one percent of first-generation students who started at four-year for-profit colleges 

earned a bachelor’s degree in six years compared to 21 percent of students whose parents 
had a bachelor’s degree or higher (see Table A20f).  No correlation between parents’ 
education and degree completion rates is evident among students who started at two-year 
for-profit institutions and less than two-year for-profit institutions.   
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7. Degree Completion and Transfer by Initial Degree Program Type 
 
Key facts: 
 

• The general pattern across all two- and four-year schools is that the higher the degree 
program in which students initially enroll, the higher the success rate in attaining any 
degree or transferring.  For example, at community colleges the success rate of students 
who start in certificate programs is 41 percent, while that of associate degree students is 
51 percent (see Table A21) 

 
• Certificate program students comprised 16 percent of all beginning community college 

student enrollments in 1995-95, while students in associate degree programs represented 
84 percent.  The certificate program students earned about 40 percent of all certificates, 
while students who started in associate degree programs earned about 60 percent of all 
certificates.  However, the associate degree students accounted for over 95 percent of all 
successful outcomes (associate degrees, transfer, and bachelor’s degrees). 
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Figure 21. Six-Year Highest Outcome, Percent by Outcome Category within 
Race/Ethnicity within Initial Degree Program Type; Beginning Community 
College Enrollees in 1995-96 
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Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
Note: See Table A21 in Appendix for details. 
 
Key facts: 
 

• Of students who started at a community college, less than one third (28 percent) of those 
initially enrolled in certificate programs actually earned a certificate within six years.  
Even smaller proportions of those initially enrolled in certificate programs earned an 
associate degree (7 percent), transferred to a four-year institution (6 percent), or earned a 
bachelor’s degree (1 percent). 

 
• Less than one fifth (17 percent) of those who initially enrolled in an associate degree 

program at a community college ended up earning an associate degree within six years.  
However, over one quarter (28 percent) of associate degree program students transferred 
to a four-year institution, while only 12 percent earned a bachelor’s degree in six years.   

 
• Black students who started in community college certificate programs had higher rates of 

success than did Hispanics who started in such programs.  The pattern is reversed for 
those students who started in associate degree programs at community colleges 
(Hispanics had higher rates of success than did blacks).  

 
 



IPEDS and BPS Descriptive Statistics  54 

8. Degree Completion and Transfer by Initial Major Type 
 
Figure 22. Six-Year Highest Outcome, Percent by Outcome Category within 

Race/Ethnicity within Initial Major Type; Beginning Community College 
Enrollees in 1995-96 
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Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
Note: See Table A22 in Appendix for details. 
 
Key facts: 
 

• Among students who started at a community college in 1995-96, the rate of success in 
earning a degree or transferring was only slightly higher among students who initially 
declared an academic major (52 percent) than among those who initially declared an 
occupational major (48 percent) or none at all (49 percent).    

 
• Community college students who initially indicated an occupational major were more 

than twice as likely as those who indicated an academic major to earn a certificate (13 
percent versus 5 percent) and somewhat more likely to earn an associate degree.  
However, occupational major students were not as likely to transfer to a four-year 
institution and less than half as likely to earn a bachelor’s degree (data not shown).    

 



IPEDS and BPS Descriptive Statistics  55 

Figure 23. Six-Year Highest Outcome, Percent by Outcome Category within 
Race/Ethnicity within Initial Major Type; Beginning Four-Year Public 
Institution Enrollees in 1995-96 
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Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
Note: See Table A23 in Appendix for details. 
 
Key facts: 
 

• Students who started at four-year public institutions and declared an academic major 
earned bachelor’s degrees at a rate of 57 percent, higher than that for occupational majors 
(56 percent) and those who did not initially declare a major (47 percent). 

 
• White and Hispanic students who declared an occupational major were more likely to 

earn a bachelor’s degree within six years than were their white or Hispanic peers who 
declared an academic major or had no major. 

 
• Black students who did not declare a major were about as likely to earn a bachelor’s 

degree as were those who declared a major. 
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9. Degree Completion and Transfer for Students who Took Remedial Courses 
 
Figure 24. Six-Year Highest Outcome, Percent by Outcome Category within First 

Institution Type and Whether or Not Student Took Remedial Courses; 
Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 
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Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
Note: See Table A24 in Appendix for details. 
 
Key facts: 
 

• Students who took at least one remedial course graduated at a lower rate than did students 
who took no remedial courses, regardless of institution type. 

 
• BPS students who took remedial courses at four-year public institutions had the lowest 

rates of success.  Only 35 percent of such students earned a bachelor’s degree in six years 
compared to 58 percent of students who started at four-year public institutions and did 
not take any remedial courses. 

   
• Among students who started at community colleges and other two-year institutions, those 

who took at least one remedial course were less likely to earn certificates than students 
who took no remediation.  Nonetheless, such students were equally as likely as those who 
didn’t take remediation to earn an associate degree.  Recall that students in certificate 
programs are less likely to enroll in remediation than are students in associate degree 
programs. 
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Figure 25. Six-Year Highest Outcome, Percent by Outcome Category within 
Race/Ethnicity and Whether or Not Student Took Remedial Courses; 
Beginning Community College Enrollees in 1995-96 
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Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
Note: See Table A25 in Appendix for details. 
 
Key facts: 
 

• Among students who started at community colleges, those who took at least one remedial 
course in their first year were less likely to earn a certificate or bachelor’s degree than 
those who took no remediation.  Students who took remedial courses were twice as likely 
to still be enrolled in higher education six years following their initial enrollment, 
indicating that it may take longer for remedial students to graduate compared to those 
who do not take remedial courses. 

 
• Overall, white beginning community college students who took remedial courses were 

over twice as likely to earn a credential or transfer (51 percent) than were black or 
Hispanic students (24 percent each).  The rates of remedial enrollment at community 
colleges across racial and ethnic groups are fairly similar.  Even though blacks and 
Hispanics generally have higher need for remediation, they enroll disproportionately in 
certificate programs, where remedial requirements are fewer.  Therefore, these substantial 
differences between remedial student achievement reflect differences in attainment rates 
of academically weaker students in associate degree programs. 
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E. Summary of Findings 
 
Enrollment and outcome distributions in American postsecondary education are stratified by 
race/ethnicity, household income, and parents level of education.  The analyses in this report 
reveal the patterns of this stratification between different types of institutions, within community 
colleges, and by student outcome. 
 
Despite recent gains in postsecondary enrollment and degree attainment, African-Americans and 
Hispanics remain underrepresented in American undergraduate education and among 
undergraduate credential recipients.  When these students do earn credentials, they are more 
likely to be lower awards (certificates and associate degrees rather than bachelor’s degrees).  
This is both a function of the institutions through which minority students are entering higher 
education (disproportionately for-profit, two-year and less than two-year institutions) and their 
representation within programs at those institutions.  In particular, at community colleges 
minority students are overrepresented in certificate programs and occupational majors. 
 
Investigating other categories of students, by household income quartile and by parents highest 
level of education, we find similar patterns of enrollment and outcome as with African-
Americans and Hispanics.  That is, students in the lowest quartile and those whose parents did 
not attend college (i.e. first-generation college students), are disproportionately represented in 
for-profit, two-year and less than two-year institutions and in certificate programs and 
occupational majors.  They are also less likely to earn degrees or transfer to four-year 
institutions, and are more likely to earn certificates.  We expect that there is significant overlap 
between income, parents education, and minority status, which may explain the symmetry across 
groups. 
 
We noted that community colleges are unique among postsecondary institutions in that they 
draw relatively representative proportions of students from all race/ethnic categories, across all 
quartiles, and among all students by parents’ level of education.  Thus, community colleges, to 
their credit, are most representative of a cross-section of the American population.  However, 
looking within community colleges, the mixture may be less pluralistic.  Program and major 
variations reflect differences in student characteristic, according to the patterns discussed above.  
And minority, low income, and first-generation students earn credentials at lower rates and have 
disproportionately lower degree attainments as their outcomes.  One apparently unstratified 
pattern in community colleges is enrollment in remedial coursework.  However, this pattern is 
likely more representative of the programs in which students enroll (associate degree students are 
more likely to take remediation than are certificate program students) than the relative 
preparedness for college-level work of various identity groups.  Most disconcerting among the 
remediation findings is that African-American and Hispanic community college students who 
take remediation are far less likely to complete a degree or transfer within six years than their 
peers who take no remediation.1  This is in marked contrast to white community college students, 
for whom remedial course enrollment does not significantly decrease ones likelihood of 
completing an outcome within six years. 

                                                 
1 The difference among Hispanic students is particularly notable.  Students who take remedial courses complete at 
less than half the rate of those who do not take remediation.  This is worth investigating by other categories within 
Hispanic, such as nationality, English proficiency, income, or parents highest level of education. 
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Appendix 
 

 
Table A1a. Total and Percent of Enrollment by Race/Ethnicity within Attendance 

Status, Fall 1992, 1997, and 2002 Undergraduates 
 

1992 1997 2002 ‘92-‘02 
  n % n % N % % chg 

All  7,907,488 100% 8,102,591 100% 9,262,700 100% 17% 
Af-Am  831,435 11% 890,930 11% 1,066,912 12% 28% 
Hisp  636,843 8% 755,671 9% 955,711 10% 50% 
Asian  383,422 5% 471,567 6% 541,263 6% 41% 
White  5,737,019 73% 5,456,315 67% 5,857,730 63% 2% 

Full-time  

Other  318,769 4% 528,108 7% 841,084 9% 164% 
All  5,614,433 100% 5,448,405 100% 5,713,897 100% 2% 
Af-Am  564,023 10% 594,620 11% 700,399 12% 24% 
Hisp  496,851 9% 599,605 11% 782,067 14% 57% 
Asian  259,267 5% 298,324 5% 343,668 6% 33% 
White  4,131,928 74% 3,586,025 66% 3,364,796 59% -19% 

Part-time  

Other  162,364 3% 369,831 7% 522,967 9% 222% 
All  13,521,921 100% 13,550,996 100% 14,976,597 100% 11% 
Af-Am  1,395,458 10% 1,485,550 11% 1,767,311 12% 27% 
Hisp  1,133,694 8% 1,355,276 10% 1,737,778 12% 53% 
Asian  642,689 5% 769,891 6% 884,931 6% 38% 
White  9,868,947 73% 9,042,340 67% 9,222,526 62% -7% 

All Students 

Other  481,133 4% 897,939 7% 1,364,051 9% 184% 
 
Source: Integrated Postsecondary Educational Data System (IPEDS), Fall Enrollment Surveys: 1992, 1997 and 

2002.  Authors’ calculations. 
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Table A1b. Total and Percent of Enrollment by Institution Type within Race/Ethnicity, Fall 2002 Undergraduates 
 

All Af-Am Hisp Asian White Other 
  N % n % n % n % N % n % 

4yr pub  5,232,557 35% 555,125 31% 436,818 25% 326,927 37% 3,507,622 38% 406,065 30% 
4yr p-nfp  2,379,801 16% 252,682 14% 218,085 13% 107,225 12% 1,529,688 17% 272,121 20% 
4yr p-fp  312,063 2% 45,876 3% 36,693 2% 14,183 2% 110,118 1% 105,193 8% 
2yr pub  6,347,262 42% 784,724 44% 883,605 51% 405,512 46% 3,754,967 41% 518,454 38% 
2yr p-nfp  68,538 0% 8,414 0% 9,748 1% 4,370 0% 37,017 0% 8,989 1% 
2yr p-fp  256,995 2% 51,111 3% 40,439 2% 8,860 1% 135,448 1% 21,137 2% 
<2yr pub  103,741 1% 11,158 1% 18,607 1% 6,661 1% 59,433 1% 7,882 1% 
<2yr p-nfp  20,316 0% 3,633 0% 7,578 0% 1,114 0% 4,444 0% 3,547 0% 
<2yr p-fp  255,324 2% 54,588 3% 86,205 5% 10,079 1% 83,789 1% 20,663 2% 
All  14,976,597 100% 1,767,311 100% 1,737,778 100% 884,931 100% 9,222,526 100% 1364051 100% 

 
Source: Integrated Postsecondary Educational Data System (IPEDS), Fall Enrollment Survey 2002.  Authors’ calculations. 
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Table A2. Percent of Total Enrollment by First Institution Type within Race/Ethnicity and within Gender; Beginning 
Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 

 
First Institution Type   

 4yr pub  4yr p-nfp  4yr p-fp  2yr pub 2yr p-nfp 2yr p-fp  <2yr pub  <2yr p-nfp <2yr p-fp All 
White  27% 16% 0% 45% 1% 3% 2% 0% 5% 100% 
Black 25% 12% 1% 43% 1% 4% 2% 0% 12% 100% 
Hispanic 24% 12% 2% 43% 1% 5% 1% 0% 12% 100% 
Asian/PI 33% 22% 0% 37% 2% 2% 2% . 3% 100% 
Native Am 23% 5% 2% 48% 4% 3% 2% 1% 14% 100% 
Other 16% 8% . 30% 7% 5% . . 34% 100% 
All 27% 15% 1% 44% 1% 3% 2% 0% 7% 100% 
  % Male 27% 14% 1% 47% 1% 3% 2% 0% 5% 100% 
  % Female 26% 15% 0% 42% 1% 4% 2% 0% 9% 100% 

 
Source: Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
 
 
Table A3. Percent of Total Enrollment by Race/Ethnicity and by Gender within First Institution Type; Beginning 

Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 
 

First Institution Type  
 

4yr pub  4yr p-nfp  4yr p-fp  2yr pub 2yr p-nfp 2yr p-fp  <2yr pub  <2yr p-nfp <2yr p-fp 
White  71% 73% 46% 72% 64% 63% 79% 67% 54% 
Black 11% 10% 14% 11% 9% 15% 10% 11% 21% 
Hispanic 11% 10% 34% 12% 14% 19% 6% 19% 20% 
Asian/PI 6% 7% 3% 4% 8% 2% 4% . 2% 
Native Am 1% 0% 3% 1% 3% 1% 1% 3% 2% 
Other 0% 0% . 0% 2% 0% . . 1% 
All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 
  % Male 46% 44% 65% 48% 54% 39% 44% 79% 29% 
  % Female 54% 56% 35% 52% 46% 61% 56% 21% 71% 

 
Source: Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
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Table A4. Percent of Total Enrollment by First Institution Type within Household Income Quartile; Beginning 
Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 

 
Undergraduate Enrollment, 1995-96:  Percent First Institution Type Household 

Income 
Quartile  4yr pub  4yr p-nfp  4yr p-fp  2yr pub  2yr p-nfp 2yr p-fp  <2yr pub <2yr p-nfp <2yr p-fp All 
Lowest  18% 9% 1% 45% 1% 6% 3% 0% 17% 100% 
Second  22% 10% 1% 52% 1% 3% 2% 0% 8% 100% 
Third  28% 16% 0% 48% 1% 3% 2% 0% 3% 100% 
Highest 38% 25% 0% 32% 1% 1% 0% 0% 1% 100% 
All 27% 15% 1% 44% 1% 3% 2% 0% 7% 100% 

 
Source: Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
 
 
 
Table A5. Percent of Total Enrollment by Household Income Quartile within First Institution Type; Beginning 

Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 
 

First Institution Type Household 
Income 
Quartile  4yr pub  4yr p-nfp  4yr p-fp  2yr pub  2yr p-nfp 2yr p-fp  <2yr pub <2yr p-nfp <2yr p-fp  
Lowest  17% 14% 32% 25% 34% 46% 38% 25% 58% 
Second  21% 17% 42% 30% 27% 25% 28% 21% 28% 
Third  26% 26% 14% 27% 18% 20% 29% 11% 10% 
Highest 36% 42% 12% 18% 20% 9% 4% 44% 4% 
All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

 
Source: Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
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Table A6. Percent of Total Enrollment by First Institution Type within Parents’ Highest Level of Education; Beginning 
Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 

 
  First Institution Type 
  

4yr pub  4yr p-nfp  4yr p-fp  2yr pub 2yr p-nfp 2yr p-fp  
<2yr 
pub  <2yr p-nfp <2yr p-fp All 

H.S. or less 20% 9% 1% 51% 1% 5% 3% 0% 11% 100% 
Some College 24% 11% 0% 52% 1% 3% 2% . 5% 100% 
BA or higher 37% 24% 0% 33% 1% 2% 1% 0% 2% 100% 
All 27% 15% 1% 44% 1% 3% 2% 0% 7% 100% 

 
Source: Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
 
 
 
Table A7. Percent of Total Enrollment by Parents’ Highest Level of Education within First Institution Type; Beginning 

Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 
 

  First Institution Type 
  4yr pub  4yr p-nfp  4yr p-fp  2yr pub 2yr p-nfp 2yr p-fp  <2yr pub <2yr p-nfp <2yr p-fp 
H.S. or less 33% 27% 60% 50% 56% 61% 63% 85% 75% 
Some College 17% 14% 15% 22% 20% 19% 26% . 14% 
BA or higher 50% 59% 25% 27% 24% 19% 11% 15% 10% 
All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

 
Source: Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
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Table A8. Percent of Total Enrollment by Initial Degree Program Type and Race/Ethnicity within First Institution Type; 
Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 

 
First Institution Type  

Race/ 
Ethnicity 

 Initial 
Degree 

Program 4yr pub  4yr p-nfp 4yr p-fp  2yr pub  2yr p-nfp 2yr p-fp  <2yr pub <2yr p-nfp <2yr p-fp 
White Certificate 2% 2% 1% 15% 13% 39% 96% 29% 100% 
  Associate  8% 6% 26% 85% 85% 61% 4% 71% . 
  Bachelors  90% 93% 73% 0% 2% . . . . 
  All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 
Black  Certificate 2% 0% . 27% 34% 38% 100% 100% 100% 
  Associate  8% 6% 8% 73% 66% 62% . . 0% 
  Bachelors  90% 94% 92% . . . . . . 
  All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 
Hispanic  Certificate 2% 1% . 14% 17% 42% 100% 100% 100% 
  Associate  10% 9% 42% 85% 83% 58% . . . 
  Bachelors  88% 90% 58% 0% . . . . . 
  All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 
Asian/PI  Certificate 2% 1% . 5% 32% 53% 100% . 100% 
  Associate  2% 8% 52% 95% 68% 47% . . . 
  Bachelors  96% 92% 48% . . . . . . 
  All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% . 100% 
Native Am Certificate 4% . . 6% 14% 42% 100% 100% 100% 
  Associate  . . . 94% 86% 58% . . . 
  Bachelors  96% 100% 100% . . . . . . 
  All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 
All Certificate 2% 1% 0% 16% 16% 40% 97% 53% 100% 
  Associate  8% 6% 29% 84% 82% 60% 3% 47% 0% 
  Bachelors  90% 93% 71% 0% 1% . . . . 
  All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

 
Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
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Table A9. Percent of Total Enrollment by Initial Degree Program Type and Household Income Quartile within First 
Institution Type; Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 

 
First Institution Type  Household 

Income 
Quartile 

  Initial 
Degree 

Program 4yr pub  4yr p-nfp  4yr p-fp  2yr pub  2yr p-nfp 2yr p-fp  <2yr pub <2yr p-nfp <2yr p-fp 
Lowest  Certificate 2% 2% . 23% 19% 50% 100% 100% 100% 

  Associate  14% 14% 41% 77% 81% 50% . . . 
  Bachelors  84% 84% 59% 0% . . . . . 
  All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Second  Certificate 3% 3% . 18% 15% 23% 90% 100% 100% 
  Associate  9% 6% 28% 82% 85% 77% 10% . 0% 
  Bachelors  88% 91% 72% 0% . . . . . 
  All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Third  Certificate 2% 1% . 13% 14% 36% 100% 64% 100% 
  Associate  7% 7% 5% 87% 82% 64% . 36% . 
  Bachelors  91% 92% 95% . 4% . . . . 
  All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Highest Certificate 2% 1% 4% 6% 16% 39% 100% . 100% 
  Associate  6% 3% 29% 93% 81% 61% . 100% . 
  Bachelors  93% 97% 67% 0% 4% . . . . 
  All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

All Certificate 2% 1% 0% 16% 16% 40% 97% 53% 100% 
  Associate  8% 6% 29% 84% 82% 60% 3% 47% 0% 
  Bachelors  90% 93% 71% 0% 1% . . . . 
  All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

 
Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
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Table A10. Percent of Total Enrollment by Initial Degree Program Type and Parents’ Highest Level of Education within 
First Institution Type; Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 

 
First Institution Type  

Parents’ 
Education 

Initial 
Degree 

Program 4yr pub  4yr p-nfp  4yr p-fp  2yr pub 2yr p-nfp  2yr p-fp  <2yr pub <2yr p-nfp <2yr p-fp 
Unknown  Certificate 2% 2% . 21% 24% 54% 100% 25% 100% 
  Associate  8% 6% 37% 79% 71% 46% . 75% . 
  Bachelors  90% 92% 63% 0% 5% . . . . 

  All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 
H.S. or less Certificate 3% 1% . 20% 15% 42% 100% 100% 100% 
  Associate  10% 10% 34% 80% 83% 58% . . 0% 
  Bachelors  87% 89% 66% 0% 1% . . . . 
  All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 
Some College Certificate 3% 1% . 17% 19% 27% 87% . 100% 
  Associate  8% 9% 38% 83% 81% 73% 13% . . 
  Bachelors  90% 89% 62% 0% . . . . . 
  All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% . 100% 
BA or higher Certificate 2% 1% 2% 5% 11% 30% 100% 36% 100% 
  Associate  6% 4% 7% 95% 89% 70% . 64% . 
  Bachelors  92% 95% 91% 0% . . . . . 
  All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 
All Certificate 2% 1% 0% 16% 16% 40% 97% 53% 100% 
  Associate  8% 6% 29% 84% 82% 60% 3% 47% 0% 
  Bachelors  90% 93% 71% 0% 1% . . . . 
  All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

 
Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
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Table A11. Percent of Total Enrollment by Initial Major Type and Race/Ethnicity within First Institution Type; Beginning 
Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 

 
First Institution Type   

 
 Race/Ethnicity 

Initial 
Major 
Type 4yr pub  4yr p-nfp 4yr p-fp 2yr pub 2yr p-nfp 2yr p-fp  <2yr pub  <2yr p-nfp <2yr p-fp  

White  None 26% 35% . 30% 15% 5% 5% 2% 1% 
  Occ  33% 23% 89% 39% 56% 86% 90% 11% 99% 
  Acad 41% 42% 11% 31% 30% 9% 6% 87% 0% 
  All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 
Black  None 37% 31% . 14% 14% 5% . . 1% 
  Occ  28% 28% 94% 56% 66% 86% 100% 100% 97% 
  Acad 35% 41% 6% 30% 20% 9% . . 2% 
  All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 
Hispanic  None 20% 36% . 35% 11% 15% . . 29% 
  Occ  37% 28% 100% 34% 74% 73% 100% 90% 70% 
  Acad 43% 36% . 30% 15% 12% . 10% 1% 
  All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 
Asian/PI  None 33% 42% . 30% . 15% . . . 
  Occ  37% 15% 100% 39% 98% 77% 100% . 100% 
  Acad 31% 43% . 30% 2% 8% . . . 
  All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% . 100% 
Native Am None 37% 55% . 46% . . . . 18% 
  Occ  49% 36% . 3% 79% 100% 100% 100% 82% 
  Acad 14% 9% 100% 51% 21% . . . 0% 
  All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 
All None 27% 35% . 29% 12% 7% 4% 1% 7% 
  Occ  33% 24% 91% 40% 62% 84% 92% 39% 93% 
  Acad 40% 41% 9% 31% 26% 9% 4% 60% 1% 
  All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

 
Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
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Table A12. Percent of Total Enrollment by Initial Major Type and Household Income Quartile within First Institution 
Type; Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 

 
First Institution Type  Household 

Income 
Quartile 

  Initial 
Major 

Type 4yr pub  4yr p-nfp 4yr p-fp  2yr pub  2yr p-nfp 2yr p-fp  <2yr pub <2yr p-nfp <2yr p-fp 
Lowest  None 30% 27% . 26% 11% 6% . 5% 7% 
  Occ  30% 27% 100% 44% 71% 86% 96% 63% 93% 
  Acad 40% 46% . 29% 18% 9% 4% 32% 1% 
  All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 
Second  None 27% 35% . 30% 13% 13% 13% . 9% 
  Occ  35% 28% 84% 41% 62% 80% 85% 100% 89% 
  Acad 38% 38% 16% 29% 25% 7% 2% . 2% 
  All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 
Third  None 27% 32% . 29% 9% 5% . . 1% 
  Occ  33% 21% 100% 38% 61% 80% 92% 21% 99% 
  Acad 40% 47% . 33% 30% 15% 8% 79% 0% 
  All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 
Highest None 25% 40% . 30% 15% 3% . . 3% 
  Occ  34% 22% 84% 37% 48% 91% 100% . 97% 
  Acad 40% 38% 16% 33% 37% 7% . 100% . 
  All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 
All None 27% 35% . 29% 12% 7% 4% 1% 7% 
  Occ  33% 24% 91% 40% 62% 84% 92% 39% 93% 
  Acad 40% 41% 9% 31% 26% 9% 4% 60% 1% 
  All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

 
Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
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Table A13. Percent of Total Enrollment by Initial Major Type and Parents’ Highest Level of Education within First 
Institution Type; Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 

 
First Institution Type  

Parents’ 
Education 

Initial 
Major 
Type  4yr pub  4yr p-nfp 4yr p-fp 2yr pub 2yr p-nfp  2yr p-fp <2yr pub  <2yr p-nfp <2yr p-fp  

Unknown  None 29% 35% . 37% 9% 14% . 2% 7% 
  Occ  33% 26% 100% 37% 64% 79% 81% 23% 93% 
  Acad 38% 39% . 25% 27% 7% 19% 75% 0% 
  All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 
H.S. or less None 26% 28% . 25% 14% 5% 1% . 8% 
  Occ  36% 26% 95% 47% 63% 85% 95% 71% 91% 
  Acad 38% 46% 5% 28% 23% 10% 4% 29% 1% 
  All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 
Some College None 25% 28% . 26% 7% 15% 13% . 3% 
  Occ  36% 25% 94% 45% 67% 80% 87% . 97% 
  Acad 39% 47% 6% 30% 25% 6% . . . 
  All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% . 100% 
BA or higher None 28% 40% . 35% 14% 1% . . 1% 
  Occ  31% 22% 76% 26% 54% 87% 100% . 99% 
  Acad 41% 38% 24% 39% 32% 12% . 100% . 
  All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 
All None 27% 35% . 29% 12% 7% 4% 1% 7% 
  Occ  33% 24% 91% 40% 62% 84% 92% 39% 93% 
  Acad 40% 41% 9% 31% 26% 9% 4% 60% 1% 
  All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

 
Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
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Table A14. Percent Enrolled in Remedial Courses by First Institution Type and Race/Ethnicity; Beginning Postsecondary 
Enrollees in 1995-96 

 
First Institution Type  Student 

Race/ 
Ethnicity  4yr pub  4yr p-nfp  4yr p-fp  2yr pub 2yr p-nfp 2yr p-fp <2yr pub  <2yr p-nfp <2yr p-fp All  
All  16.8 10.0 9.6 24.9 14.4 9.7 5.0 11.0 3.2 17.9 
White  13.7 8.1 7.0 24.4 16.8 10.4 5.3 17.6 3.1 16.7 
Black  28.9 27.5 16.0 25.7 13.2 7.8 7.7 . 5.1 23.1 
Hispanic  27.6 11.7 6.3 29.5 10.5 8.3 . . 1.8 22.0 
Asian/PI  16.1 3.7 47.6 18.1 8.8 . . . . 13.0 
Native Am 14.1 . . 25.9 . 32.0 . . . 18.3 
Other  . . . 30.4 . . . . . 11.7 

 
Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
 
 
 
Table A15. Percent Enrolled in Remedial Courses by First Institution Type and Household Income Quartile; Beginning 

Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 
 

First Institution Type Household 
Income 
Quartile  4yr pub  4yr p-nfp  4yr p-fp 2yr pub 2yr p-nfp  2yr p-fp <2yr pub  <2yr p-nfp <2yr p-fp All  
All  16.8 10 9.6 24.9 14.4 9.7 5 11 3.2 17.9 
Lowest  21.6 16.3 15 24.1 13.4 5.3 4.3 . 3.1 17.6 
Second  21.2 14.8 3.8 26.3 14.6 14.4 4.3 . 2.3 20.9 
Third  17.4 7.7 22.1 25 14.7 8.6 7.8 35.5 1.8 18.6 
Highest 11.7 7.7 . 23.5 15.6 20.2 . . 12.7 14.7 

 
Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
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Table A16. Percent Enrolled in Remedial Courses by First Institution Type and Parents’ Highest Level of Education; 
Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 

 
First Institution Type Parents’ 

Education 4yr pub  4yr p-nfp 4yr p-fp 2yr pub 2yr p-nfp  2yr p-fp <2yr pub <2yr p-nfp <2yr p-fp All  
Unknown  9.5 5.2 . 11.2 9.2 4.9 4.1 . 2.2 8.5 
All  16.8 10 9.6 24.9 14.4 9.7 5 11 3.2 17.9 
H.S. or less 20.7 12.7 9.5 21.9 10.8 6.5 5.8 . 2.4 17.2 
Some College 18.1 14 . 25.1 25.2 1.7 3.8 . 3.3 19.6 
BA or higher 11.7 6.7 14.3 25.8 9.9 24.2 . 63.9 5.3 15.2 

 
Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
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Table A17. Six-Year Highest Outcome, Percent by Outcome Category within First 
Institution Type; Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 

 
Highest Outcome in Six Years for Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 

Initial 
Institution Certificate  Associate 

Transfer 
(No 

Degree) Bachelors 

Still 
Enrolled 

(No Degree)  

No Longer 
Enrolled 

(No Degree) Total 
2-yr public 10.1 16.0 13.3 10.2 8.4 42.0 100.0 

2-yr priv-nfp 18.9 26.3 7.1 12.9 4.7 30.1 100.0 
2-yr priv-fp 25.6 30.2 3.2 2.0 2.0 37.0 100.0 
4-yr public 2.7 4.4 0.0 54.2 17.2 21.6 100.0 

4-yr priv-nfp 1.7 2.9 0.0 69.2 9.0 17.2 100.0 
4-yr priv-fp 18.2 15.1 0.0 24.4 10.7 31.6 100.0 

 
Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
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Table A18a. Six-Year Highest Outcome, Percent by Outcome Category within 
Race/Ethnicity; Beginning Community College Enrollees in 1995-96 

Highest Outcome in Six Years for Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 

Race/Ethnicity Certificate  Associate 

Transfer 
(No 

Degree) Bachelors 

Still 
Enrolled 

(No Degree)  

No Longer 
Enrolled 

(No Degree) Total 
White  9.4 17.2 13.6 12.1 8.3 39.4 100.0 
Black  17.1 7.9 10.2 2.2 8.1 54.4 100.0 

Hispanic  8.6 15.4 12.7 5.2 9.3 48.8 100.0 
Asian/PI  8.3 23.9 20.8 5.9 11.4 29.7 100.0 

Native Am  0.0 0.0 13.9 42.7 0.0 43.4 100.0 
Other  0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 100.0 

All 10.1 16.0 13.3 10.2 8.4 42.0 100.0 
Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
 
Table A18b. Six-Year Highest Outcome, Percent by Outcome Category within 

Race/Ethnicity; Beginning Two-Year Private Not-For-Profit Enrollees in 
1995-96 

Highest Outcome in Six Years for Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 

Race/Ethnicity Certificate  Associate 

Transfer 
(No 

Degree) Bachelors 

Still 
Enrolled 

(No Degree)  

No Longer 
Enrolled 

(No Degree) Total 
White  15.7 23.9 5.4 17.1 4.5 33.3 100.0 
Black  17.9 28.8 6.0 11.8 6.9 28.6 100.0 

Hispanic  27.5 28.9 9.0 5.6 8.0 21.1 100.0 
Asian/PI  41.5 35.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 22.8 100.0 

Native Am  0.0 27.6 41.1 0.0 0.0 31.3 100.0 
Other  0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 

All 18.9 26.3 7.1 12.9 4.7 30.1 100.0 
Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
 
Table A18c. Six-Year Highest Outcome, Percent by Outcome Category within 

Race/Ethnicity; Beginning Two-Year Private For-Profit Enrollees in 1995-96 
Highest Outcome in Six Years for Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 

Race/Ethnicity Certificate  Associate 

Transfer 
(No 

Degree) Bachelors 

Still 
Enrolled 

(No Degree)  

No Longer 
Enrolled 

(No Degree) Total 
White  25.5 34.0 2.1 2.5 1.1 34.7 100.0 
Black  22.5 17.2 9.2 3.3 2.7 45.2 100.0 

Hispanic  26.2 28.2 2.1 0.0 4.9 38.6 100.0 
Asian/PI  49.7 16.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 33.5 100.0 

Native Am  0.0 37.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 62.3 100.0 
Other  0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 

All 25.6 30.2 3.2 2.0 2.0 37.0 100.0 
Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
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Table A18d. Six-Year Highest Outcome, Percent by Outcome Category within 
Race/Ethnicity; Beginning Four-Year Public Enrollees in 1995-96 

Highest Outcome in Six Years for Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 

Race/Ethnicity Certificate  Associate 
Transfer (No 

Degree) Bachelors 

Still 
Enrolled 

(No Degree)  

No Longer 
Enrolled 

(No Degree) Total 
White  2.7 4.4 0.0 56.9 15.6 20.5 100.0 
Black  3.4 3.4 0.0 39.5 22.3 31.4 100.0 

Hispanic  2.7 5.7 0.0 45.4 22.6 23.5 100.0 
Asian/PI  0.3 3.9 0.0 66.1 16.1 13.6 100.0 

Native Am  0.0 4.7 0.0 52.5 23.0 19.8 100.0 
Other  38.3 0.0 0.0 46.1 15.5 0.0 100.0 

All 2.7 4.4 0.0 54.2 17.2 21.6 100.0 
Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
 
Table A18e. Six-Year Highest Outcome, Percent by Outcome Category within 

Race/Ethnicity; Beginning Four-Year Private Not-For-Profit Enrollees in 
1995-96 

Highest Outcome in Six Years for Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 

Race/Ethnicity Certificate  Associate 

Transfer 
(No 

Degree) Bachelors 

Still 
Enrolled 

(No Degree)  

No Longer 
Enrolled 

(No Degree) Total 
White  1.1 2.8 0.0 72.6 7.1 16.4 100.0 
Black  5.9 2.4 0.0 51.1 17.0 23.7 100.0 

Hispanic  2.9 6.1 0.0 56.7 13.7 20.6 100.0 
Asian/PI  0.0 0.7 0.0 77.2 10.2 11.8 100.0 

Native Am  0.0 0.0 0.0 62.3 18.4 19.3 100.0 
Other  0.0 0.0 0.0 89.4 0.0 10.6 100.0 

All 1.7 2.9 0.0 69.2 9.0 17.2 100.0 
Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
 
Table A18f. Six-Year Highest Outcome, Percent by Outcome Category within 

Race/Ethnicity; Beginning Four-Year Private For-Profit Enrollees in 1995-96 
Highest Outcome in Six Years for Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 

Race/Ethnicity Certificate  Associate 

Transfer 
(No 

Degree) Bachelors 

Still 
Enrolled 

(No Degree)  

No Longer 
Enrolled 

(No Degree) Total 
White  15.1 8.9 0.0 25.8 4.6 45.7 100.0 
Black  53.9 0.0 0.0 17.6 12.5 16.0 100.0 

Hispanic  10.4 32.5 0.0 25.2 7.7 24.1 100.0 
Asian/PI  0.0 0.0 0.0 47.6 52.4 0.0 100.0 

Native Am  0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 
Other  . . . . . . .

All 18.2 15.1 0.0 24.4 10.7 31.6 100.0 
Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
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Table A19a. Six-Year Highest Outcome, Percent by Outcome Category within Household 
Income Quartile; Beginning Community College Enrollees in 1995-96 
Highest Outcome in Six Years for Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 

 Certificate  Associate 

Transfer 
(No 

Degree) Bachelors 

Still 
Enrolled 

(No 
Degree)  

No Longer 
Enrolled 

(No 
Degree) Total 

Lowest 14.5 19.2 8.2 5.0 9.7 43.5 100.0 
Second 11.5 12.8 11.6 8.0 8.8 47.2 100.0 

Third 8.9 18.0 12.9 12.1 5.5 42.6 100.0 
Highest 3.6 14.4 22.5 17.9 10.4 31.3 100.0 

All 10.1 16.0 13.3 10.2 8.4 42.0 100.0 
Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
 
Table A19b. Six-Year Highest Outcome, Percent by Outcome Category within Household 

Income Quartile; Beginning Two-Year Private Not-For-Profit Enrollees in 
1995-96 
Highest Outcome in Six Years for Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 

 Household 
Income 

Quartile Certificate  Associate 

Transfer 
(No 

Degree) Bachelors 

Still 
Enrolled 

(No 
Degree)  

No Longer 
Enrolled 

(No 
Degree) Total 

Lowest 28.3 20.4 6.7 6.3 4.6 33.6 100.0 
Second 11.2 27.0 5.4 12.6 6.7 37.0 100.0 

Third 17.3 23.4 11.4 18.0 2.4 27.6 100.0 
Highest 16.6 37.7 6.3 19.4 3.6 16.4 100.0 

All 18.9 26.3 7.1 12.9 4.7 30.1 100.0 
Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
 
Table A19c. Six-Year Highest Outcome, Percent by Outcome Category within Household 

Income Quartile; Beginning Two-Year Private For-Profit Enrollees in 1995-
96 
Highest Outcome in Six Years for Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 

 Household 
Income 

Quartile Certificate  Associate 

Transfer 
(No 

Degree) Bachelors 

Still 
Enrolled 

(No 
Degree)  

No Longer 
Enrolled 

(No 
Degree) Total 

Lowest 28.4 26.0 3.6 0.0 1.9 40.0 100.0 
Second 22.4 39.5 3.3 0.7 0.0 34.3 100.0 

Third 24.2 27.6 1.7 7.5 5.6 33.5 100.0 
Highest 22.6 31.5 4.0 4.4 0.0 37.5 100.0 

All 25.6 30.2 3.2 2.0 2.0 37.0 100.0 
Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
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Table A19d. Six-Year Highest Outcome, Percent by Outcome Category within Household 
Income Quartile; Beginning Four-Year Public Enrollees in 1995-96 
Highest Outcome in Six Years for Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 

 Household 
Income 

Quartile Certificate  Associate 

Transfer 
(No 

Degree) Bachelors 

Still 
Enrolled 

(No 
Degree)  

No Longer 
Enrolled 

(No 
Degree) Total 

Lowest 3.4 5.9 0.0 39.8 23.8 27.1 100.0 
Second 3.4 5.1 0.0 45.6 19.5 26.5 100.0 

Third 2.1 4.6 0.0 56.1 15.6 21.7 100.0 
Highest 2.3 3.1 0.0 64.7 13.9 16.1 100.0 

All 2.7 4.4 0.0 54.2 17.2 21.6 100.0 
Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
 
Table A19e. Six-Year Highest Outcome, Percent by Outcome Category within Household 

Income Quartile; Beginning Four-Year Private Not-For-Profit Enrollees in 
1995-96 
Highest Outcome in Six Years for Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 

 Household 
Income 

Quartile Certificate  Associate 

Transfer 
(No 

Degree) Bachelors 

Still 
Enrolled 

(No 
Degree)  

No Longer 
Enrolled 

(No 
Degree) Total 

Lowest 3.8 4.3 0.0 47.1 13.2 31.7 100.0 
Second 2.3 3.9 0.0 56.9 13.6 23.4 100.0 

Third 1.5 3.8 0.0 71.1 7.2 16.5 100.0 
Highest 0.9 1.6 0.0 80.3 6.9 10.3 100.0 

All 1.7 2.9 0.0 69.2 9.0 17.2 100.0 
Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
 
Table A19f. Six-Year Highest Outcome, Percent by Outcome Category within Household 

Income Quartile; Beginning Four-Year Private For-Profit Enrollees in 1995-
96 
Highest Outcome in Six Years for Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 

 Household 
Income 

Quartile Certificate  Associate 

Transfer 
(No 

Degree) Bachelors 

Still 
Enrolled 

(No 
Degree)  

No Longer 
Enrolled 

(No 
Degree) Total 

Lowest 25.3 24.5 0.0 6.3 1.4 42.5 100.0 
Second 15.3 16.3 0.0 26.7 15.5 26.3 100.0 

Third 0.0 0.0 0.0 46.4 18.7 34.9 100.0 
Highest 30.2 3.8 0.0 39.1 9.2 17.7 100.0 

All 18.2 15.1 0.0 24.4 10.7 31.6 100.0 
Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
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Table A20a. Six-Year Highest Outcome, Percent by Outcome Category within Parents’ 
Highest Level of Education; Beginning Community College Enrollees in 
1995-96 
Highest Outcome in Six Years for Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 

 Parents’ 
Education Certificate  Associate 

Transfer 
(No 

Degree) Bachelors 

Still 
Enrolled 

(No 
Degree)  

No Longer 
Enrolled 

(No 
Degree) Total 

H.S. or less 11.8 17.1 7.8 6.2 9.2 47.9 100.0 
Some 

College 
8.4 11.9 17.3 9.1 7.3 46.1 100.0 

BA or higher 6.9 19.4 21.3 19.1 5.5 27.8 100.0 
All 10.1 16.0 13.3 10.2 8.4 42.0 100.0 

Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
 
Table A20b. Six-Year Highest Outcome, Percent by Outcome Category within Parents’ 

Highest Level of Education; Beginning Two-Year Private Not-For-Profit 
Enrollees in 1995-96 
Highest Outcome in Six Years for Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 

 Parents’ 
Education Certificate  Associate 

Transfer 
(No 

Degree) Bachelors 

Still 
Enrolled 

(No 
Degree)  

No Longer 
Enrolled 

(No 
Degree) Total 

H.S. or less 26.3 20.2 4.4 8.7 4.7 35.7 100.0 
Some 

College 
8.6 41.9 7.4 17.8 3.6 20.8 100.0 

BA or higher 12.8 26.1 16.3 19.7 5.7 19.4 100.0 
All 19.5 26.0 7.9 13.2 4.7 28.8 100.0 

Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
 
Table A20c. Six-Year Highest Outcome, Percent by Outcome Category within Parents’ 

Highest Level of Education; Beginning Two-Year Private For-Profit 
Enrollees in 1995-96 
Highest Outcome in Six Years for Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 

 Parents’ 
Education Certificate  Associate 

Transfer 
(No 

Degree) Bachelors 

Still 
Enrolled 

(No 
Degree)  

No Longer 
Enrolled 

(No 
Degree) Total 

H.S. or less 27.8 29.2 2.2 0.4 2.4 37.9 100.0 
Some 

College 
27.3 38.1 3.6 6.4 0.6 24.0 100.0 

BA or higher 14.8 29.8 3.7 5.0 0.0 46.7 100.0 
All 25.4 31.1 2.8 2.4 1.6 36.7 100.0 

Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
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Table A20d. Six-Year Highest Outcome, Percent by Outcome Category within Parents’ 
Highest Level of Education; Beginning Four-Year Public Enrollees in 1995-
96 
Highest Outcome in Six Years for Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 

 Parents’ 
Education Certificate  Associate 

Transfer 
(No 

Degree) Bachelors 

Still 
Enrolled 

(No 
Degree)  

No Longer 
Enrolled 

(No 
Degree) Total 

H.S. or less 3.9 5.0 0.0 39.8 19.6 31.6 100.0 
Some 

College 
2.8 5.2 0.0 48.9 19.0 24.1 100.0 

BA or higher 1.8 3.1 0.0 65.9 15.6 13.6 100.0 
All 2.7 4.4 0.0 54.2 17.2 21.6 100.0 

Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
 
Table A20e. Six-Year Highest Outcome, Percent by Outcome Category within Parents’ 

Highest Level of Education; Beginning Four-Year Private Not-For-Profit 
Enrollees in 1995-96 
Highest Outcome in Six Years for Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 

 Parents’ 
Education Certificate  Associate 

Transfer 
(No 

Degree) Bachelors 

Still 
Enrolled 

(No 
Degree)  

No Longer 
Enrolled 

(No 
Degree) Total 

H.S. or less 3.2 4.9 0.0 53.4 11.4 27.2 100.0 
Some 

College 
2.1 4.6 0.0 59.5 11.1 22.7 100.0 

BA or higher 0.6 1.7 0.0 79.6 7.1 11.0 100.0 
All 1.5 3.0 0.0 69.7 8.8 17.0 100.0 

Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
 
Table A20f. Six-Year Highest Outcome, Percent by Outcome Category within Parents’ 

Highest Level of Education; Beginning Four-Year Private For-Profit 
Enrollees in 1995-96 
Highest Outcome in Six Years for Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 

 Parents’ 
Education Certificate  Associate 

Transfer 
(No 

Degree) Bachelors 

Still 
Enrolled 

(No 
Degree)  

No Longer 
Enrolled 

(No 
Degree) Total 

H.S. or less 17.0 14.2 0.0 30.5 2.6 35.6 100.0 
Some 

College 
0.0 29.4 0.0 22.9 10.0 37.7 100.0 

BA or higher 30.0 2.1 0.0 20.9 25.5 21.4 100.0 
All 17.7 13.5 0.0 26.9 9.4 32.4 100.0 

Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
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Table A21. Six-Year Highest Outcome, Percent by Outcome Category within Initial Degree Program Type and 
Race/Ethnicity; Beginning Community College Enrollees in 1995-96 

 
Highest Outcome in Six Years for Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96  

 
 
 
Initial Degree 
Program Type Race/Ethnicity Certificate Associate 

Transfer 
(No 

Degree) Bachelor’s  

Still 
Enrolled 

(No 
Degree) 

No Longer 
Enrolled 

(No 
Degree) Total 

All Students 28.1 6.5 5.5 1.3 2.4 56.3 100.0 
White 30.6 6.6 5.5 1.8 1.0 54.5 100.0 
Black 28.4 5.7 6.8 0.0 3.7 55.4 100.0 

Hispanic 16.1 7.4 3.3 0.0 9.5 63.7 100.0 
Asian/PI . . . 0.0 . . . 

 
 
Certificate 
 
 

Native Am 0.0 0.0 14.3 0.0 0.0 85.7 100.0
All Students 6.3 16.7 16.5 11.9 8.7 40.0 100.0

White 5.6 18.0 16.4 14.0 8.5 37.6 100.0 
Black 10.7 7.9 14.9 3.1 9.2 54.3 100.0 

Hispanic 7.0 15.8 15.6 6.1 9.3 46.3 100.0 
Asian/PI 8.7 21.0 25.8 6.1 11.9 26.5 100.0 

 
 
Associate/Transfer 

Native Am 0.0 0.0 14.7 45.3 0.0 40.1 100.0 
 
Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
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Table A22. Six-Year Highest Outcome, Percent by Outcome Category within Initial Major Type and Race/Ethnicity; 
Beginning Community College Enrollees in 1995-96 

 
Highest Outcome in Six Years for Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96  

 
 
 
 
Initial Major Type Race/Ethnicity Certificate Associate 

Transfer 
(No 

Degree) Bachelor’s  

Still 
Enrolled 

(No 
Degree) 

No Longer 
Enrolled 

(No 
Degree) Total 

All Students 9.8 14.8 16.3 8.5 8.4 42.3 100.0 
White 10.1 15.2 16.3 9.9 8.5 40.1 100.0 
Black 22.8 10.9 28.6 0.0 4.2 33.5 100.0 

Hispanic 7.2 11.0 14.1 5.3 8.4 54.1 100.0 
Asian/PI 0.0 30.4 11.7 0.0 14.7 43.3 100.0 

 
 
None 
 
 

Native Am 0.0 0.0 0.0 32.2 0.0 67.8 100.0
All Students 13.1 16.0 12.1 6.9 7.5 44.5 100.0

White 12.5 18.1 12.0 8.0 7.6 41.8 100.0 
Black 15.0 7.0 9.2 0.7 5.9 62.2 100.0 

Hispanic 14.4 18.6 9.3 9.9 6.7 41.1 100.0 
Asian/PI 15.2 10.4 33.0 4.0 14.5 23.0 100.0 

 
 
Occupational 

Native Am 0.0 0.0 30.3 0.0 0.0 69.7 100.0 
All Students 5.0 14.5 16.5 16.2 7.4 40.5 100.0

White 4.1 15.6 16.1 19.9 5.8 38.4 100.0 
Black 12.7 6.1 11.7 6.1 13.8 49.7 100.0 

Hispanic 2.7 14.7 19.0 0.1 12.8 50.7 100.0 
Asian/PI 7.8 22.3 26.5 13.6 4.5 25.5 100.0 

 
 
Academic 

Native Am 0.0 0.0 27.2 54.1 0.0 18.7 100.0 
 
Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
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Table A23. Six-Year Highest Outcome, Percent by Outcome Category within Initial Major Type and Race/Ethnicity; 
Beginning Four-Year Public Enrollees in 1995-96 

 
Highest Outcome in Six Years for Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96  

 
 
 
 
Initial Major Type Race/Ethnicity Certificate Associate 

Transfer 
(No 

Degree) Bachelor’s  

Still 
Enrolled 

(No 
Degree) 

No Longer 
Enrolled 

(No 
Degree) Total 

All Students 3.2 4.5 0.0 47.1 19.9 25.5 100.0 
White 3.5 4.5 0.0 49.1 21.1 21.8 100.0 
Black 3.5 4.3 0.0 39.5 12.7 40.1 100.0 

Hispanic 1.6 4.0 0.0 41.7 19.9 32.9 100.0 
Asian/PI 0.9 5.9 0.0 46.2 23.6 23.5 100.0 

 
 
None 
 
 

Native Am 0.0 0.0 0.0 66.9 10.8 22.3 100.0
All Students 2.9 5.5 0.0 55.9 14.7 21.0 100.0

White 2.7 5.1 0.0 58.3 12.8 21.2 100.0 
Black 4.4 4.7 0.0 39.5 22.9 28.5 100.0 

Hispanic 3.3 9.7 0.0 47.2 17.3 22.5 100.0 
Asian/PI 0.0 3.2 0.0 75.7 15.6 5.7 100.0 

 
 
Occupational 

Native Am 0.0 9.5 0.0 28.6 38.5 23.5 100.0 
All Students 2.0 3.3 0.0 56.9 18.1 19.7 100.0

White 2.0 3.6 0.0 59.0 15.8 19.6 100.0 
Black 2.4 1.4 0.0 42.1 29.1 25.0 100.0 

Hispanic 2.7 3.3 0.0 46.2 28.1 19.8 100.0 
Asian/PI 0.0 2.8 0.0 75.9 9.1 12.3 100.0 

 
 
Academic 

Native Am  . . . . . .
 
Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
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Table A24. Six-Year Highest Outcome, Percent by Outcome Category within First Institution Type and Whether or Not 
Student Took Remedial Courses; Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 

 
    Highest Outcome in Six Years for Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 

Starting 
Institution Type 

Took 
Remedial 
Courses? Certificate Associate 

Transfer 
(No 

degree) Bachelors 

Still 
Enrolled 

(No Degree) 

Not 
Enrolled 

(No Degree) 
Row 
Total 

2-Yr Public Y 4.4 16.4 14.1 7.3 12.2 45.6 100 
  N 12.2 16.2 13.0 11.5 6.4 40.6 100 

2-Yr Priv-NFP Y 4.9 34.7 9.2 13.0 10.4 27.8 100 
  N 21.2 26.0 7.2 12.7 3.3 29.5 100 

2-Yr Priv-FP Y 14.3 30.8 8.4 . .  46.5 100 
  N 26.7 28.4 2.3 2.6 2.2 37.8 100 

4-Yr Public Y 2.3 4.1 . 34.9 25.6 33.1 100 
  N 2.9 3.8 . 58.0 15.8 19.6 100 

4-Yr Priv-NFP Y 2.3 2.2 . 57.6 17.3 20.5 100 
  N 1.4 2.9 . 71.0 8.0 16.8 100 

4-Yr Priv-FP Y . . . . .  . , 
  N 19.4 13.9 . 29.0 12.4 25.3 100 

 
Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations. 
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Table A25. Six-Year Highest Outcome, Percent by Outcome Category within Race/Ethnicity and Whether or Not Student 
Took Remedial Courses; Beginning Community College Enrollees in 1995-96 

 
    Highest Outcome in Six Years for Beginning Postsecondary Enrollees in 1995-96 

Race/        
Ethnicity 

Took 
Remedial 
Courses? Certificate Associate 

Transfer 
(No degree) Bachelors 

Still 
Enrolled 

(No Degree) 

Not 
Enrolled 

(No Degree) 
 Row 
Total 

All Y 4.4 16.4 14.1 7.3 12.2 45.6 100 
  N 12.2 16.2 13.0 11.5 6.4 40.6 100 

White Y 3.4 21.6 17.8 8.5 8.3 40.4 100 
  N 11.0 17.3 12.5 13.7 7.2 38.3 100 

Black Y 9.1 5.0 8.0 1.5 14.4 62.0 100 
  N 21.1 8.2 10.8 2.6 5.5 51.7 100 

Hispanic Y 6.2 5.8 5.6 6.2 23.8 52.5 100 
  N 11.6 14.4 17.3 6.0 2.8 48.0 100 

Asian/PI Y .  . . 15.4 46.4 38.3 100 
  N 12.3 30.2 16.5 3.1 6.8 31.1 100 

Native Am Y .  . . . .  . 100 
  N .  . 19.8 57.1 .  23.1 100 

 
Source:  Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 1996-2001 (BPS:96/01).  Authors’ calculations.  
  


