From Middle America to the Inner City: How the Natal School Lunch Program
Became Black in the 1960s and 1970s

Amanda Parsons
Senior Thesis, Spring 2010
Department of History



Table of Contents

INtrodUCTION . . . . . o e 1

Chapter L. . ... 9

From Middle America to the Inner City: A Legislativand Statistical Overview of the
National School Lunch Program

Chapter 2 . ...
21

From Southern Democrats to the Black Panthers: @¢humches and the Politics
of Poverty in the 1960s
Chapter 3. . . 36
Pink Cadillacs and Free Lunches: The Racializadimh Stigmatization of School
Lunches
CONCIUSION. . . .. e 49

Bibliography. . . .. ... 51

APPENIX A . o 56



Acknowledgements:

There are many people without whom the completiathie thesis would not have been
possible or nearly as enjoyable. First, | woule lik thank Professor Samuel Roberts.
Over the past several months, he patiently listametiguided me through the early
formulations of this thesis, read countless draiitg] kept me on track each week in
seminar. His lecture course also provided me whiehttackground knowledge of*20
century African-American history that allowed meetmbark on this topic. | am also
indebted to Professor Robert Lieberman, whoserectourse gave me a strong
foundation in American social welfare. Professawvid Rosner provided valuable
feedback and guidance as my second reader. My pyrisoarce research would not have
succeeded without the help of the Columbia libsdaff, who helped me track down
everything from executive department reports toudoentaries. | would also like to
thank my fellow frontierspeople of C4398. Your coemts and advice helped me get
through those rough moments in research and wyitéing you always made class and
long writing sessions in Butler fun and enjoyabfenally, | would like to thank my
family and friends—my parents who have always emsjzea how important education
and knowledge are and my friends who have remamettiends even though | have
talked obsessively about school lunches and wetfaeens for months.



Parsons 1

Introduction

The “ketchup as a vegetable” debacle is perhap®btie most enduring and infamous
incidents in the public memory of the National Salhounch Program (NSLP). In September
1981, the Secretary of Agriculture proposed newlagns for school lunches that would re-
classify ketchup and pickle relish as vegetablégerahan condiments. The Reagan
Administration rationalized the proposal as a wagtop food waste in schools and reduce the
cost of meals for low-income children. An artialeNewsweekoted that under the new proposal
“a serving of six French fries, topped with ketchopuld satisfy the government's requirement
that children be given two vegetables or fruitag.t Facing pushback from Congress and
nutritionists, the Reagan administration ultimatgily not re-classify ketchup as a vegetable.
However, privatization of school lunch programs #melentry of “junk food” into school
cafeterias, which had begun in the 1970s, continlmexlighout the 1980s as the Reagan
administration loosened many of the nutrition reguients for school meals. Combined with
budget cuts, this was a recipe for the decliningliuof the National School Lunch Program.

How did the school lunch program become such adolitical priority that the Reagan
administration considered defining ketchup as aetadge? The answer is that the school lunch
program fell victim to the politics of poverty ihé 1960s. Similar to “welfare” programs like
Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC) doedd stamps, the school lunch program
became racialized and, consequently, stigmatizélageiri960s and 1970s. This racialization and
stigmatization set the stage for the declining iqpaf the school lunch program in subsequent

decades, culminating in the infamous ketchup praifos

1 “Who Deserves a BreakNewsweekSeptember 21, 1981.

2 The term “racialization” is central to my thesi&holars have used this term in a variety of wayses
Franz Fanon became one of the first espouser&afhcept of racialization in his 1961 botike Wretched of the
Earth. For an excellent summary of the various usesaiialization” in scholarship, see Robert Miles &malcolm
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Congress created the National School Lunch Prognel@46 as “a measure of national
security, to safeguard the health and well-beinthefNation’s children and to encourage the
domestic consumption of nutritious agricultural coodities and other food.For the first two
decades of its history, the program primarily fumoéd as an outlet for surplus commodities
from America’s farms, rather than a child nutritienwelfare program. During the late 1960s, a
series of legislative changes transformed the Nati8chool Lunch Program into an anti-
poverty and social welfare initiative. As a restlie clientele of the school lunch program
shifted from middle-class children to low-incomeldren and, in particular, African-American
children? With this change in demographics and focus cacteaage in the public advocates for
the school lunch program. In its early years, Sewtibemocrats and the farm bloc had been the
major supporters of school lunches; by the lated33%hd early 1970s, liberal politicians and
black leaders became the main proponents of sétocihes. As the recipients and advocates for

school lunches shifted, Americans increasingly @ssed the National School Lunch Program

Brown, Racism 2" ed. (New York: Routledge, 2003) 99-103. In thisstis, | use the definition of racialization
established by Omni and Winant, who define racii@n as to “signify the extension of racial meario a
previously racially unclassified relationship, sdgractice or group. Racialisation is an ideolagjzrocess, an
historically specific one,” see Michael Omni andw#ed RinantRacial Formation in the United States: From the
1960s to the 1980dNew York: Routledge, 1986) 64. Throughout thisdis, | use the term “racialization” to focus
specifically on the association of the NSLP withriédn-Americans.

When | use the term “racialization” in this thegisften do not identify a specific actor who atiad an
African-American character to the NSLP This is &yga matter of practicality. As | discuss in Clapt2 and 3,
the racialization of the NSLP came out of a commlehtical environment of the 1960s and 1970s, imclv a
myriad of events and historical actors, includiibgtal politicians, the War on Poverty, the urbitsrof the 1960s
and the media, just to name a few, contributethécasssociation of the NSLP with black Americansehamerate
all of these causes and actors each time | metiteracialization of the NSLP would be repetitivel durdensome.
Although | often omit the “racializer” by using therm “racialization,” | am careful to avoid faliirinto the trap of
terminology and blame that Barbara Fields discusshsr article “Of Rogues and Geldings.” Fieldaicis that
when historians began to use the term “race” rathar “racism” they transferred the burden of nacfsom white
Americans to black Americans. Fields explains, ddised as race, racism becomes something Afro-Aruesiare,
rather than something racists do,” see Barbar&glild; “Of Rogues and GeldingsThe American Historical
Reviewl08, no.5 (2003). By using the term “racializatfdndo not aim to imply that the association of tNSLP
with African-Americans and the subsequent stignadgittnn of the program was an inevitable effect aichl
involvement with the program. In the midst of thaifics of poverty in the 1960s, numerous histdraztors and
events racialized the NSLP and the racist attitwdesmericans led to the program’s subsequent stgration.

% National School Lunch AcPublic Law 396, 79 Cong.,1st Sess.(1946), 1.

* A note on terminology: | will use the terms “AfrisceAmerican” and “black” interchangeably.
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with African-Americans. As the program became riggga in public perception, it also became
stigmatized. More and more, the media linked schoathes to AFDC and food stamps,
portraying school lunches as part of the problethef‘welfare trap” and the “welfare queen.”
The school lunch program’s involvement in the paditof poverty in the late 1960s and early
1970s did not simply make school lunches anti-piyveit made school lunches black,
stigmatized and, ultimately, a lesser priority fonerican lawmakers.
S

My approach to this thesis integrates history amldtipal science to create a political
history of the school lunch program. This approiadhn the same vein of the recent reintegration
of history and political science that Julian Zelidescusses in his 2004 article “History and
Political Science: Together Again?” and that isxseethe articles of thdournal of Policy
History.> Within the discipline of political science, | dvdrom the subfield of American
Political Development (APD) and, in particular, aisalysis of government institutions over time
and within social and cultural settings. | alsovdfeom the scholarship of political scientists
who have studied the convergence of race and gglitispecially Robert Lieberman and Martin
Gilens?®

Historians have paid little attention to the Na&ib8chool Lunch Program. There are few
secondary sources on the history of school lundra$ most historians who have addressed the

program at all have written general overviews,eathan an analysis of any specific aspect or

® Julian E. Zelizer, "History and Political Sciend@gether Again?,Journal of Policy Historyl6, no. 2
(2004): 126-36.

For examples of scholarship from theurnal of Policy Historythat are similar in approach to this thesis,
see Hugh David Graham, “The Surprising History efi&ral Fair Housing LawJournal of Policy History12 no.
2 (2000); Kimberly J. Morgan, “A Child of the Sigs: The Great Society, the New Right and the Rslitf Federal
Child Care,”Journal of Policy Historyl3, no. 2 (2001).

® See Robert Liebermashifting the Color Line: Race and the American WfelStatgCambridge, Mass.:
Harvard University Press, 1998); Martin Giledghy Americans Hate Welfare: Race, Media, and tH#i¢xoof
Antipoverty Policy(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1999); Teh&#ocpolSocial Policy in the United States
(Princeton, NJ; Princeton University Press, 1995).
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period of the program’s histofyThose few historians who have provided an anabfsike
school lunch program in the 1960s and 1970s have&uhyp addressed the racialization of the
program during this period. In his 1990 article ded into the War on Poverty: USDA Food
and Nutrition Programs, 1961-1969,” Norwood AllearKargues that Secretary of Agriculture
Orville Freeman moved the Department of Agriculsiggrograms into the realm of social
welfare in the 1960s. Kerr likens the expansiosatfool lunches to anti-poverty efforts such as
the expansion of AFDC in 1962 and the passageeoEttonomic Opportunity Act in 1964.
However, he does not address the changing raaiabgephics and public perceptions of the
program. Like Kerr, Susan Levine also notes thedition of the school lunch program to an
anti-poverty program in the late 1960s in her 2008k, School Lunch Politics: The Surprising
History of America’s Favorite Welfare Programlthough it is not a main theme in her book,
Levine addresses issues of race and the schodi pmoagram. She discusses the role of the Civil
Rights movement in lobbying for school lunch refsrand notes the disproportionate
representation of African-Americans in the schooich program by the 1970%Vhile Levine
lays the groundwork for an analysis of the raca&lan of the school lunch program, she does
not fully develop these ideas.

While little historical research focuses on thaatzation of the school lunch program,
ample literature studies the emphasis in the &ights movement on issues of poverty and

economic justice in the late 19604istorians generally agree that most Civil Rights

" See Gordon W. Gundersdfhe National School Lunch Program: Background am&opmen(New
York: Nova Science Publishers, 2003); Kathy Michetm"Legislative History of Child Feeding Prograins,
Education and Public Welfare Division, Congressidt@search Service (Washington, D.C.: GovernmeintiRg
Office, 1976).

& Norwood Allen Kerr. "Drafted into the War on PogetUSDA Food and Nutrition Programs, 1961-
1969."Agricultural History64, no. 2 (1990): 154-66.

°Susan LevineSchool Lunch Politics: The Surprising History of éina’s Favorite Welfare Program
(Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 200 and 123-124.

19 See Kenneth T. Andrews, "Social Movements andclp diinplementation: The Mississippi Civil Rights
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organizations had engaged with economic issuesifwh of their histories. However, from the
media and public perspective, their economic agetoizk a backseat to issues of desegregation
until after the passage of the Civil Rights Actl864 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. A
subset of the historical literature that focusesh@neconomic and poverty initiatives of the black
freedom movement has analyzed the activities oBthek Panther Party in the late 1960s and
early 1970s. While the Black Panthers were perhagst widely known for their vigilante
activities and association with violence and sejamg several historians have written about
their social service activities, including theiedrbreakfast programisThis scholarship on the

Civil Rights movement’s involvement with issueseabnomic justice supports the argument that
the Civil Rights movement became linked with scHaath reforms in the late 1960s and early
1970s.

This thesis draws most heavily from the work otdnisins and political scientists who
have addressed the racialization of poverty in Acagf Political scientist Robert Lieberman
analyzed the racialized nature of American povany social welfare institutions in his 1998
book Shifting the Color Line: Race and the American WrelfState He argues that racism

influenced the evolution of the institutional stiwre of social welfare programs, such as AFDC,

Movement and the War on Poverty, 1965 to 19Ahjierican Sociological Revie®6, no. 1 (2001): 71-95; Dona
Cooper Hamilton and Charles V. Hamilton, "The DAigenda of African American Organizations since e
Deal: Social Welfare Policies and Civil Right®blitical Science Quarterl07, no. 3 (1992): 435-52; Thomas F.
JacksonFrom Civil Rights to Human Rights: Martin Luthertg, Jr., and the Struggle for Economic Justice
(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Pres€20Michael K. HoneyGoing Down Jericho Road : The
Memphis Strike, Martin Luther King's Last Campai$few York: W.W. Norton & Co., 2007).

1 See Judson L. Jeffries, "Black Radicalism andtiealiRepression in Baltimore: The Case of the Blac
Panther Party,Ethnic and Racial StudieZb, no. 1 (2002): 64-98; JoNina M. Abron, “’Senyithe People’: The
Survival Programs of the Black Panther Party,Tire Black Panther Party (Reconsidereet). Charles E. Jones
(Baltimore: Black Classic Press, 1998): 177-192y&d P. Morgan, “Media Culture and Public Memorytoeé
Black Panther Party,” im Search of the Black Panther Pargds. Jama Lazerow and Yohuru Williams (Durham,
NC: Duke University Press, 2006); Andrew Withe Black Panthers in the Midwest: The CommunitgRrms
and Services of the Black Panther Party in Milwaajke966-197{New York: Routledge, 2007).

12 5ee Martin GilensWhy Americans Hate Welfare: Race, Media, and tHii¢Xof Antipoverty Policy
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1999); Roh&berman Shifting the Color Line: Race and the American
Welfare Stat€Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1998}hael B. Katz,The Undeserving Poor: From
the War on Poverty to the War on Welféiew York: Pantheon Books, 1989).
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but that these institutional structures themseteagorced racism in American sociey.
Historian Michael Katz has written extensively abpaverty and the American welfare state,
exploring how Americans categorize the poor asédesg” or “undeserving” and the goals,
structure and development of the welfare statéatz’s scholarship highlights the racialization
of poverty, which he claims eventually developet ithe concept of the “underclass.”

Political scientist Martin Gilens’s scholarshipli® basis on which this thesis rests.
Similar to Lieberman and Katz, Gilens examinesr#wgalization of poverty in the American
imagination, explaining “the most salient contengogrimages of the poor—the homeless
beggar, the welfare queen, the teenage ghettorgantper, the heroin addict shooting up in an
abandoned building—are strongly associated withonities in both the mass media and the
public imagination.” Gilens traces the racialization of poverty backh politics of poverty in
the 1960s, the urban riots and the Civil Rights ement’s turn to issues of poveffyHowever,
he goes further in his analysis than simply assgttiat Americans have a racialized perception
of poverty. Gilens also argues that the associdt&iween poverty and African-Americans
extends to “welfare” and attaches a racially-chdrsfigma to welfare programi$He claims that
Americans’ beliefs about poverty and welfare arerfpeated by their beliefs about blacksf

particular, Gilens concludes that Americans hatkanebecause Americans associate welfare

13 Robert LiebermarShifting the Color Line: Race and the American WfelfStatgCambridge, Mass.:
Harvard University Press, 1998) 6.

1% See KatzThe Undeserving Poolichael Katz,Improving Poor People: The Welfare State, the
“Underclass,” and Urban Schools in HistofPrinceton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1984¢hael Katz,In
the Shadow of the Poorhouse: A Social History dfakein America(New York: BasicBooks, 1986).

15 Katz, The Undeserving Pop23.

18 Martin Gilens,Why Americans Hate Welfare: Race, Media and thé&@i&obf Anti-Poverty Policy
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1999) 67.

7 Gilens, 107-111.

18 Gilens defines “welfare” programs as programs #natgenerally means-tested, provide cash or near-
cash form benefits, and give benefits to working;aable-bodied adults. See Gilens, 12. He mairdyges on
AFDC and food stamps in his book.

19 Gilens, x.
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with African-Americans and view African-Americans lazy and undeserviri§Gilens argues
that traditional “welfare” programs—AFDC and foadsps—became racialized and,
consequently, stigmatized in American conscioushegning in the 1960s. | argue that this
same process of racialization and stigmatizatiauwed with the National School Lunch
Program

S—

Borrowing from the methods used by APD scholaenployed a mixed methodology in
researching this thesis. | analyzed a variety whary sources to demonstrate the racialization
and stigmatization of school lunches. Governmegtdeents constituted the most important
category of primary sources | analyzed. These dehktatistics on participation in the school
lunch program, legislation, Congressional repomnt$ @ongressional hearings. | also studied
several key sources on the “discovery of hungeRnmerica in the late 1960s, including the
1968 studyT heir Daily Bread the 1968 repottdunger USAthe 1968 documentakunger in
Americg and journalist Nick Kotz’s 1969 bodlet Them Eat Promises

Finally, an analysis of mass media coverage oNdgonal School Lunch Program in the
1960s and 1970s represented a substantial poftioy primary source research. | conducted
two media surveys that analyzed the coverage af@dhnches infThe New York Timesd the
New York Amsterdam Newstween 1962 and 1974. | looked for trends irattieudes and
content of school lunch coverage as the programgdt | included the results of this media
survey in Appendix A and discuss individual artecend trends throughout the thesis. While |
conducted a comprehensive survey of only thesenewspapers, | also performed more limited

reviews of the coverage dhe Black PanthetheChicago TribunethelLos Angeles Time$he

20 Martin Gilens,Why Americans Hate Welfare: Race, Media and thé&@i&obf Anti-Poverty Policy
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1999) 77-78.
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Washington Postand theHartford Courant as part of my research. | primarily used these
reviews to confirm that the trends in coverage fidew York newspapers also occurred nation-
wide. | discuss some of the results of these reviganoughout the thesis.

This thesis is divided into three chapters, in WHitrace the process of racialization and
stigmatization in the 1960s and 1970s. In Chaptéoutline the legislative changes that the
school lunch program underwent in the 1960s an®@4.98 it transformed from an agricultural
subsidy program to a poverty program and show lh@sd legislative changes left African-
Americans disproportionately represented in thggm. In Chapter 2, | explain the political
environment in which the legislative changes amthiation of program participation
discussed in Chapter 1 occurred. | also place #teohal School Lunch Program within the
larger politics of poverty in the 1960s and demmatsthow the racial politics and increased
African-American advocacy for the NSLP helped targgs racialization. In Chapter 3, | discuss
the increasingly racialized public perception @& ttational School Lunch Program in the late
1960s and early 1970s. | use evidence from my arsabf mass media sources to demonstrate
that the racialization of school lunches also tetheir stigmatization in the 1970s through their
association with laziness and the stereotype ofwtledfare queen.” In my conclusion, | discuss
the impact of the racialization and stigmatizatdrschool lunches on the later history of the
program, placing Reagan’s ketchup proposal withenlarger trajectory of declining political

support for school lunches in the late 1970s ar@D49
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Chapter 1
From Middle Americatothelnner City: A Legidative and Statistical Overview of the
National School Lunch Program

Leqgislative History of the National School LuncloBram

The 1960s and early 1970s were a crucial perigchotformation for the National
School Lunch Program. The school lunch program béiga 1960s as an agricultural subsidy
program that served lunches to predominantly migdties children. By the mid-1970s, school
lunches had entered the arena of social welfaem asti-poverty program. Furthermore, the
NSLP began to serve a disproportionately blacktdie by the 1970s, racializing the program.

Considering its early history, however, the scHooth program was an unlikely
candidate to become an anti-poverty program, mesh & black one. Although federal support
for school lunches began in the 1930s, the NatiSchbol Lunch Program was not established
until Congress passed the Richard B. Russell Nati$ohool Lunch Act in 1946. Lobbying by
child welfare and nutrition advocates and a postwaicern for the health of the nation’s
children contributed to the NSLP’s establishmermwdver, school lunches’ role as an outlet for
surplus agricultural commodities was far more iraétp the program’s establishment. The
Department of Agriculture, farm lobbies and SouthBeemocrats believed that government price
supports were essential for the prosperity of Agaarifarmers, and school lunches would serve
as a market for government-purchased, surplusidygmal commodities. The political pull of
these farming interests was central in the Nati@udlool Lunch Act’s passage—the fact that
Georgia Senator Richard B. Russell was the legisigtnamesake is a testament to this

centrality?

21 susan LevineSchool Lunch Politics: The Surprising History of éna’s Favorite Welfare Program
(Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 20@08)72.
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For the first decade and a half of its history, Maional School Lunch Program reflected
its political origins. Its primary purpose was asagricultural program; feeding children was just
a secondary benefif.Furthermore, most of the children that the schamth program fed were
middle-class. The original legislation directedt dig not require, local school districts to
provide free or low-cost meals to needy childrébinfortunately, for reasons discussed later in
this chapter, few schools actually provided stuslevith free lunches. Thus, for the first years of
its existence, the school lunch program functiopecharily for the benefit of American farmers
and middle-class children.

Beginning in 1962, Congress enacted a series ofggsathat transformed the NSLP into
an anti-poverty program, moving school lunches theorealm of social welfafé.Even as it
became an anti-poverty program, the NSLP continadxénefit American farmers and remained
an important outlet for agricultural commoditf@<ongress actually increased appropriations
for purchase of surplus agricultural commoditiastfee NSLP by $40 million per year beginning
in 1972%° However, while the NSLP’s role in supporting Anoani farmers did not end in the
late 1960s and early 1970s, legislative changesalide anti-poverty efforts to become the

dominant aspect of the NSLP both fiscally and ibljguperception. These legislative changes

%2 Susan LevineSchool Lunch Politics: The Surprising History of éiina’s Favorite Welfare Program
(Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 20@8),

23 Kathy MichelmanLegislative History of Child Feeding Prograpnongressional Research Service
(Washington,D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1978)

* Norwood Allen Kerr. "Drafted into the War on Povertysda Food and Nutrition Programs, 1961-
1969."Agricultural History64, no. 2 (1990): 154-66.

% For further reading on the history of agricultimehe United States and the trajectory of govemme
support for agriculture through domestic and ind¢ional food aid, see Adam Sheingdése of the Agricultural
Welfare State: Institutions and Interest Group Poimghe United States, France and Japg@tinceton, NJ:
Princeton University Press, 2001); Brian L. GardAenerican Agriculture in the Twentieth Century: Hidw
Flourished and What It Co¢Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 20@d)iam W. CochraneThe
Development of American Agriculture: An Historiéalalysis(Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota Press,
1979); Carolyn Dimitri, Anne Effland and Neilson fiddin, “The Twentieth Century Transformation of \thd
States Agriculture and Farm Policy,” United Stddepartment of Agriculture, Economic Research Servic
(Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 2RGBhristopher B. Barrett and Daniel G. Maxwé&lhod Aid
After 50 Years: Recasting Its R¢ew York: Routledge, 2005).

26 Michelman, 46
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fall into three basic categories: the expansiosctibol lunch programs to low-income schools,
the establishment of additional child feeding pesgs under the umbrella of the NSLP and new
emphasis on and funding for the provision of fred eeduced-price lunches to needy children.

Before the Child Nutrition Act of 1966, the Natidr@&chool Lunch Program was largely
absent from the nation’s low-income schools. Theary reason for this absence was fiscal.
The original school lunch legislation establishegmpents of matching funds to states for the
purchase of food for lunch programs at both pudtid non-profit private schools; however, the
federal government did not provide money for statas$ localities to cover facilities, equipment
or labor for the school lunch progr&hiThus, the cost for equipment and facilities t@bksh
school lunch programs was a major barrier for stsheerving low-income children. The Child
Nutrition Act of 1966 removed this barrier by prdwig funding for non-food assistance and
promoting program initiation in low-income schodf$By 1974, the federal government had
spent an estimated $126.1 million for non-foodstasice’® This funding was highly effective in
expanding the school lunch program to low-incontests; 90% of all schools had food service
programs by 197%

Congress further moved the National School Lundgfm into the realm of social
welfare by adding supplementary child feeding paogs, including the school breakfast
program and lunches at daycare and preschooltfesjlunder the umbrella of the NSLP in the

late 1960s. The Child Nutrition Act of 1966 estabid a pilot school breakfast program, which

27 Kathy Michelman/egislative History of Child Feeding Progran®ongressional Research Service
(Washington,D.C.: Government Printing Office, 197&)

28 Michelman, 10-11.

# senate Committee on Agriculture and Forestry, Smimittee on Agricultural Research and General
Legislation,Comprehensive Study of the Child Feeding Progr&88 Cong., ° Sess., 1974 (Washington, D.C.:
Government Printing Office, 1974), 31.

30 Comprehensive Study of the Child Feeding Progr&@8s
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targeted children in low-income aredsThe 1968 amendments to the Child Nutrition Act
extended the school lunch program to institutiarchsas pre-schools and daycare centers. This
expansion specifically focused on low-income a@as areas with a large concentration of
working mothers? These additions to the school lunch program shifte focus of the program
to provision of services to the needy.

The most important legislative change to the schawth program during the 1960s and
1970s was the federal government’s prioritizatibarmal funding for the provision of free and
reduced-price lunches for needy children. As memtibpreviously, the original school lunch
legislation stated that schools should provide fne@ reduced-price lunches for the needy.
However, there were no federal guidelines to datewhich children were needy, and the
provision of free and reduced-price meals was nwitaity in the early years of the program.
The 1970 amendments to the Child Nutrition Act lelssaed uniform guidelines to determine
eligibility for the free and reduced-price lunchésn 1971, Congress again amended the Child
Nutrition Act, strengthening provisions for freedareduced-price meals. The 1971 amendments
also provided additional reimbursements for freg m@duced-price lunches and allocated special
funds for low-income schools that had large numbéfsee and reduced-price lunch
recipients® The federal funding provided in the 1971 amendmemde it feasible for schools
to offer free and reduced-price meals for all nestdiglents. The effects of these legislative

changes were dramatic. In fiscal year 1969, orfyn3llion children received free or reduced-

31 Kathy Michelman/] egislative History of Child Feeding Progran@ongressional Research Service
(Washin%ton,D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1978).
Michelman, 13.
3 Michelman, 15.
3 Michelman, 18.
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price lunches. By fiscal year 1974, that figured h#ore than doubled to 9.3 million childr&h.
The focus on and funding for free and reduced-gtinehes, the expansion of school lunches to
low-income schools, and the addition of new chddding programs together constituted a major
shift in the National School Lunch Program. Whhe NSLP began the 1960s as a program for
middle-class children, it had become a poverty mogby the mid-1970s.

The popular press quickly discerned the importaricee NSLP’s transition from a
program focused on agricultural subsidies to aadeeelfare program. An analysis of tNew
York Times coverage between 1962 and 1974 reveals the.ttartd 1964, the paper’s
coverage of the NSLP focused almost exclusiveltherprogram’s role as a mechanism of price
support through the diversion of surplus commoslifieln March, 1962, for example, tiémes
explained how the NSLP’s decision to purchasegelaplume of eggs immediately raised the
commodity’s trading pricg In contrast, only a small number of articles dgrihis period
described the NSLP’s role within anti-poverty efof However, trends in media coverage
began to change between 1964 and 1966. By 19&dlearthat linked school lunches with anti-
poverty efforts and the needy began to domifi&iee New York Timé&swhile school lunch’s

support of agriculture, which remained a compoménihe program, was almost completely

35 Senate Committee on Agriculture and Forestry, Somoittee on Agricultural Research and General
Legislation,Comprehensive Study of the Child Feeding Progr&88 Cong., 2° Sess., 1974 (Washington, D.C.:
Government Printing Office, 1974), 38-39.

% For articles from 1962, see “Freeman Claims Fauecc8sses, The New York Timedanuary 3, 1962;
“U.S. Buys Eggs to Ease GlufThe New York Timeduly 4, 1962; “U.S. Buys Meat for School,he New York
Times October 20, 1962.

For articles from 1963, see “U.S. to Start Buyiragd,” The New York Time#pril 6, 1963; “Poultry
Business Faces DropThe New York Timeduly 4, 1963; U.S. to Buy Cranberrie$fie New York Times
September 13, 1963.

For articles from 1964, see “ President’'s Messadgedngress Outlining His Program for Agricultur&lie
New York Timed=ebruary 1, 1964; “Cattle Feeders Hit Senate Vdthe New York TimeMarch 8, 1964; “U.S. is
Buying Eggs to Support PricesThe New York Time#épril 12, 1964.

For full listing of articles, see Appendix A.

37«Chicago Egg Prices Climb;The New York TimeMarch 5, 1962.

3 See “School Lunch Recipe: Take 437,000 PupilsFiihd@hem Well,” The New York TimeSeptember
27, 1963; “Kentucky to Get Aid This WinterThe New York Timedlovember 14, 1963; “To Help the Poorfie
New York Timeslanuary 19, 1964. For a full listing of articlese Appendix A.
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absent from later coverad®.Trends inThe New York Tim&scoverage of school lunches
parallel the legislative shifts in the programhe tL960s and 1970s, demonstrating that the
public perception of the school lunch program &golved as the program evolved.

Patterns of Program Participation

What impact did these legislative shifts have artipipation in the school lunch
program? First and most apparently, the legislathaenges that transformed school lunches into
an anti-poverty program greatly increased the @agtion of low-income children. In 1968, the
Committee on School Lunch Participation estimate@ieir Daily Breadthat only 4 percent of
schoolchildren received free or reduced-price lasthBy 1972, that figure had risen to nearly
20 percent! As needy children began to constitute a largetigroof school lunch recipients,
middle-class patrticipation in the program declindd.974 Congressional report estimated that
about 80 percent of needy children participateithénschool lunch program, compared to about
50 percent of non-needy childrénOne of the reasons cited for the lack of middaess!
participation was an attitude that that school lupmgram was for the “need§>’Another

factor in declining participation was the risingstof school lunches for students paying full-

3 see “Putting First Things FirstThe New York Time#ugust 21, 1967; “Senate Approves Pilot School
Lunch Plan,"The New York Time#pril 18, 1968; “Hunger is Not for QuibblingThe New York Timegune 23,
1968; “Rockefeller to Ask Anti-Hunger Bill,The New York Time#pril 21, 1969; “Study Links Malnutrition and
Poverty,”The New York Time#pril 28, 1970; “Feeding Hungry ChildreriThe New York TimeSeptember 6,
1971; “Panel Finds Half of Poor Still HungryThe New York Time®ctober 27, 1972; “Senators Urge 860 Million
More to Fight Hunger,The New York TimeMarch 19, 1973; “Gibson Visits 5 Centers in Qitytrition Project,”
The New York Timegugust 9, 1974. For full listing of articles, sappendix A.

“0committee on School Lunch Participatidmeir Daily Bread(Atlanta, GA: McNelley-Rudd Printing
Service, Inc., 1968) 2.

*1U. S. Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutriti®ervice 1972 National School Lunch Program
Survey 45.

“2 Senate Committee on Agriculture and Forestry, Somoittee on Agricultural Research and General
Legislation,Comprehensive Study of the Child Feeding Progr&88 Cong., 2° Sess., 1974 (Washington, D.C.:
Government Printing Office, 1974), 34.

43 Comprehensive Study of the Child Feeding Progratis
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price?* The composition of participants began to reflaetMSLP’s new role as an anti-poverty
program by the early 1970s.

The transformation of the NSLP also dramaticallyréased participation amongst
African-American children. Prior to the 1970s, thariers to African-American participation in
the school lunch program were particularly strdsigck children were more likely to be from
low-income families than white children. In 19742.7 percent of black children were in
families in poverty compared with 10.7 percent diite children®® Therefore, the lack of
funding and requirements for the free and reducesk punch program had a larger impact on
black participation than on white participationrthermore, black children were more likely to
attend low-income schools and schools in urbansaselaich often did not have facilities and
equipment for lunch programs before Congress asteddl funding for non-food assistance in
1966° The spread of school lunches to low-income schaslsell as the provision of funding
and national standards for free and reduced-puicenles added many African-American
children to school lunch rolls. Jim Crow segregatieas another barrier to black participation in
the school lunch prograf. The Committee on School Lunch Participation foimtheir 1968

survey that most black schools in the segregatethStid not offer school lunché&Since

4 susan LevineSchool Lunch Politics: The Surprising History of éna’s Favorite Welfare Program
(Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Pr2egg) 8.

* U.S. Bureau of the CensuRoverty of People by Age, Race and Hispanic @rif959-2006Current
Population Survey, Annual Social and Economic Seimeints. Poverty and Health Statistics Branch/HHES
Division.

6 58 percent of black Americans lived in centrallesitin 1974, compared with 28 percent of white
Americans. See U.S. Bureau of the Cen3tg, Social and Economic Status of the Black Pojaulan the United
States, 1974Current Population Reports, Social and EconortatuS Administration, 9.

“7 |t should be noted that the trend of white studéetsng to private schools following integratiomosild
not have had a significant impact on white partitign in the NSLP since federal funding for schookhes
extended to both public and non-profit private gadochial schools. In some cases, non-profit pgigahools were
prohibited by law from administering school lunalograms themselves; in these cases, the SecrdtAgrioulture
directly administered the program, see Kathy Mioteel,Legislative History of Child Feeding Programs
Congressional Research Service (Washington, D.@efament Printing Office, 1976), 45.

“8 committee on School Lunch Participatidmeir Daily Bread(Atlanta, GA: McNelley-Rudd Printing
Service, Inc., 1968 ) 31.
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approximately 54 percent of African-Americans livadhe South in the 1960s, this exclusion
had a significant impact on African-American schiowich participation nationall{’ As
segregation was dismantled in the South througtheu1960s and early 1970s, many African-
American children were able to enter schools watios| lunch programs for the first time.

With these barriers to black participation remqgviedtands to reason that black children
would begin to participate in the National Schoahth Program at rates equivalent with white
children. However, statistics from NSLP reportsaaha different outcome. By the 1970s,
African-Americans were over-represented in the sthoch program in general and in the free
lunch component of the program in particular. Talera whole, statistics indicate that
participation in the NSLP became racialized by1B&0s.

Figure 1 illustrates the percent of black and e/ktudents nation-wide enrolled in
schools that offered school lunch programs in 1&7&so shows the percent of black and white
students enrolled in the school lunch program at year. If participation in the school lunch
program were independent of race, these statstiosld be roughly equivalent. However,
Figure 1 indicates that black children participatethe school lunch program at higher rates
than white children in 1972. Black children reprase 15.4 percent of the total enroliment in
schools with a federal school lunch program bub J#rcent of program participants—a 3.1
percent over-representation. Conversely, whitedchi represented 77.6 percent of the total
enrollment in schools with a federal school luncbgoam but only 73.9 percent of program

participants—a 2.7 percent under-representation.

9 U.S. Bureau of the Censulhe Social and Economic Status of the Black Pojouan the United
States, 1974Current Population Reports, Social and EconortatuS Administration, 13.
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Percent Enrollment in NSLP Schools Versus
Percent Participation in NSLP, 1972

90
80 776 434

70
60

50
40 Enrollment

30 18.5 “ Participants in NSLP
20 154 ~*

e .
0 |

Black White

Percentage

Figure 1 Statistics from U. S. Department of Aglticte, Food and Nutrition Servic&972 National
School Lunch Program Survey3.
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Figure 2 Statistics from U. S. Department of Agltiete, Food and Nutrition Servic&972 National
School Lunch Program Surveds.

The statistics displayed in Figure 2 reveal similands for program participation. The
data, drawn from th&972 National School Lunch Suryeprresponds to the percent of black
children and the percent of white children in sdb@ath lunch programs nation-wide who
received a lunch (free, reduced-price or full-price the day that researchers administered the
survey. 66.3 percent of black students and 52.6ep¢:10f white students received a lunch on the

day of the survey. Figures 1 and 2 clearly estalthat white and black participation in the
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NSLP was uneven; by the early 1970s, black childnede up a disproportionate number of the
children in the NSLP.

However, these statistics alone do not provegheticipation in the National School
Lunch Program was racialized by 1972. Since bldikieen were more likely to be needy than
white children, the statistics in Figures 1 andald simply indicate that the school lunch
program was divided along class lines. In the 19@Bsut 80 percent of needy children
participated in the school lunch program compaoegbbut 50 percent of non-needy childrn.
Applying these estimated participation rates wiblvgrty statistics produces the following

predictions for school lunch participation ratesrage in 1972.

For white students!
10.7% of students needy80% participation rate for needy childrén8.6%
+ 89.9% of student non-needy50% participation rate for non-needy childrem5.9%
predicted participation rabe White students54.5%

For black students
42.7% of students needy 80% participation rate for needy children34.2%
+ 57.3% of student non-needy50% patrticipation rate for non-needy childrer28.7%
predicted participation rate for blatkdents=62.9%

These predictions align well with actual participatrates in 1972—52.6 percent participation
for white students and 66.3 percent participatmmblack students. Thus, the data on overall
program participation does not definitively prowatt participation in the NSLP was racialized.
However, when considered in conjunction with stetsson participation in the free lunch
component of the program, the evidence that theaddhnch program was racialized by 1972

becomes more compelling. Figure 3 shows the dididgh of black and white children living in

*0 Senate Committee on Agriculture and Forestry, Soimaittee on Agricultural research and General
Legislation,Comprehensive Study of the Child Feeding Progr®8% Cong., 2 Sess., 1974 (Washington, D.C.:
Government Printing Office, 1974), 34.

°1 Poverty statistics for black and white studentsitbin U.S. Bureau of the Censi®overty of People by
Age, Race and Hispanic Origin, 1959-20@&yrent Population Survey, Annual Social and Ecaod®applements.
Poverty and Health Statistics Branch/HHES Division.
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families in poverty compared with the distributiohblack and white children certified for free
lunches in 1972. Since the Department of Agricefsieligibility guideline for free lunches was
roughly equal to the federal poverty line, the aadistributions of children living in poverty
should be equivalent to the racial distributionglwfdren participating in the free lunch
program. However, this was not the case. Whilekbtdildren represented 39.9 percent of
children in poverty in 1972, they represented Fikfcent of children certified for free lunches—
an 11.6 percent over-representation. White childegnesented 57.4 percent of children in
poverty but only 29.0 percent of children certiffed free lunches—a 28.4 percent under-
representation. Clearly, class divisions do notlarpghese disparities in school lunch
participation. By 1972, school lunch participatwas divided along racial lines—black families

were more willing to participate in the programrthahite families.

Poverty Versus Free Lunch Distribution, by

Race, 1972
70
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60 515
o 50 . o
S0 39.9 % of Total Children in
= 40 ' Povert
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Figure 3 Statistics from U. S. Department of Aglticte, Food and Nutrition Service, 1972 National
School Lunch Program Survey, 53 and U.S. BuredhefCensus, Poverty of People by Age, Race and
Hispanic Origin, 1959-2006, Current Population ®ynAnnual Social and Economic Supplements.
Poverty and Health Statistics Branch/HHES Division.

In the 1960s and 1970s, the National School Lurrolgidm underwent an enormous
period of transformation. The school lunch progemtered this period of transformation as an

agricultural subsidy program for middle-class cteéldand emerged as an anti-poverty program.
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School lunches did not just become anti-povertthis period; they also became black. By the
1970s, African-Americans were disproportionatelyresented across the school lunch program
in general and in the free lunch program in paldiciHow did this racialization happen? The
answer to that question lies in the political eamment in which the transformation of the school

lunch program occurred—the politics of povertyhe tL960s.



Parsons 21

Chapter 2
From Southern Democratsto the Black Panthers: School L unches and the Politics of
Poverty in the 1960s
The previous chapter shows that in the 1960s aryg £270s the school lunch program
went through a series of legislative changes thendtically altered its clientele, leaving black
children disproportionately represented by theyeB@I70s. The transformation and racialization
of the National School Lunch Program was not atated event—it was caused by and was,

ultimately, a victim of the larger politics of pawg in the 1960s.

The Politics of Poverty in the 1960s

The postwar years were times of growth and progpgn America. Home ownership
soared, consumer culture boomed, and most Amerlpaliessed that the poverty that had
crippled the nation a few years earlier in the GEgpression was all but eliminated from
American soil. Of course, poverty had never trubagpeared from America, but this perception
of ubiquitous prosperity made the “discovery of eay” in the early 1960s a true shock to many
Americans. A series of events precipitated theadiscy of poverty, including the publications of
John Kenneth GalbraithBhe Affluent Society 1958 and Michael HarringtonBhe Other
Americain 1962 and President Kennedy’s exposure to Agpéa poverty during his 1960
presidential campaigtf. The discovery of poverty and Kennedy’s early resgofocused on
white poverty in areas like Appalachia; black payevas largely ignored. As Martin Gilens

explains, “the poverty programs of the early 19@0&] the popular images of the poor that went

2 See Martin GilensWhy Americans Hate Welfare: Race, Media and thé&i&obf Antipoverty Policy
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1999) 104;Hdel Katz,The Undeserving Poor: From the War on Poverty
to the War on Welfar@New York: Pantheon Books, 1989) 82.
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along with them, were just as pale in complexiothase of the turn of the century?’As the
1960s continued, the complexion of poverty begachtmge.

President Johnson’s 1964 declaration of the Wd?@rerty, with its emphasis on urban
poverty, was a first step towards exposing the lerab of the black poor. The main front of the
War on Poverty was the Office of Economic Oppotyinwhich launched programs targeting
juvenile delinquency, civil rights, job training@education in cities across Ameridncreased
spending and expansion of social welfare accomgahie War on Poverty—Congress
broadened AFDC and food stamps, expanded Sociali8ebenefits and created the Medicare
and Medicaid systens.

Scholars disagree about the politicajios of the War on Poverty. Some, such as Gareth
Davies, view it as a continuation of postwar libsra. Davies believes that the War on Poverty
arose from President Kennedy’s mantra that “agisice lifts all boats” and that it embodied
American optimism, individualism and commitmenetuality of opportunity® Other scholars,
such as Richard Cloward and Frances Fox Piven, thewVar on Poverty as an attempt by
Johnson and the Democratic Party to court the blatd®’ While scholars debate the role of
race in its political origins, the urban focus lo¢ tWar on Poverty made African-Americans the
targets of many of its programs, and other histbewents quickly moved black poverty to the

center of anti-poverty efforts by the mid-1960s.

*3 Martin Gilens,Why Americans Hate Welfare: Race, Media and th&i&obf Antipoverty Policy
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1999) 104.

** Michael Katz,The Undeserving Poor: From the War on Poverty ®\tftar on Welfar¢New York:
Pantheon Books, 1989) 80.

%5 Katz, The Undeserving Popi01-102.

*% Gareth Daviestrom Opportunity to Entitlement: The Transformatamd Decline of Great Society
Liberalism(Lawrence, Kansas: University Press of Kansasg19® and 39.

*" Frances Fox Piven and Richard ClowaReigulating the Poor: The Functions of Public \Afel{New
York: Random House, 1971).
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Black poverty was largely invisible until the mi@d0s. The predominant national
images of the struggles of African-Americans wé@se of the fight against Jim Crow— student
sit-ins at Woolworth'’s lunch counters and fire hobéasting down marchers in Birmingham.
Americans saw segregation, not poverty, as the tvainer to black equality. A series of urban
race riots in the middle and late 1960s changedatien’s understanding of the plight of
African-Americans. The first major riot occurredWatts in the summer of 1965. Days of unrest
left dozens dead and millions of dollars in propelamage. Most importantly, the event
dramatically called national attention to the pesb$ of black poverty and frustration in the
inner city. Urban race riots continued across thantry in the second half of the 1960s and
helped to move the national perception of povextynf Appalachia to the black, urban ghetfto.

At the same time, following the passage of thelGghts Act of 1964 and the Voting
Rights Act of 1965, the Civil Rights movement chadgts focus from the pursuit of legal
equality to economic equalify. The new focus of the Civil Rights movement altettegl purpose
of anti-poverty programs, making African-Americdhe intended recipients. As Michael Katz
explains, “in the 1960s, welfare acquired a newppse as part of the Civil Rights movement: to
reverse the consequences of racial injustié@&lack leaders began to push for economic

equality through initiatives such as the SCLC’s H@eople’s Campaign and the Black Panthers’

*8 Michael Katz,The Undeserving Poor: From the War on Poverty ®\tftar on Welfar¢New York:
Pantheon Books, 1989) 23.

*¥ There is a general consensus among historiansiett Civil Rights organizations had been involired
economic issues for much of their histories. Howefrem the media and public perspective, theimeaeoic
agendas took a backseat to issues of desegregatibafter the passage of the Civil Rights Actl864 and the
Voting Rights Act of 1965 when economic and antiuty issues began to take center stage.

See Kenneth T. Andrews, "Social Movements and P dtipplementation: The Mississippi Civil Rights Mawent
and the War on Poverty, 1965 to 197Arherican Sociological Revie@6, no. 1 (2001): 71-95; Dona Cooper
Hamilton and Charles V. Hamilton, "The Dual Ageradafrican American Organizations since the New Dea
Social Welfare Policies and Civil Rightblitical Science Quarterl§07, no. 3 (1992): 435-52; Thomas F.
JacksonFrom Civil Rights to Human Rights : Martin Lutheinl§, Jr., and the Struggle for Economic Justice
(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Pres€)2QMichael K. HoneyGoing Down Jericho Road : The
Memphis Strike, Martin Luther King's Last Campai$few York: W.W. Norton & Co., 2007).

9 Michael Katz,Improving Poor People: The Welfare State, the “Umtiss,” and Urban Schools in
History (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 19895)
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provision of social services. By the end of the@f@he urban riots and activities of the Civil
Rights movement had made poverty a “black” issugrirerican politic*

Poverty’'s moment in the American political spotligias limited to a few short years. By
the late 1960s, the War on Poverty lost suppatietface of increasing pressure from both the
right and the left. On the left, the growing mitity and radicalism of the black freedom
movement and the rise of grassroots poverty orgéinizs that espoused ideas of entitlement
rather than opportunity, such as the National WelRights Organization, challenged War on
Poverty efforts. On the right, a growing consematieaction against the War on Poverty and
Great Society liberalism ultimately manifested litgethe “silent majority” that swept Nixon
into office in 196&? Budget pressures, escalating conflict in Vietnawh economic problems of
the early 1970s compounded the declining supporit-poverty efforts.

By the mid-1970s, poverty was no longer a priontyAmerican public policy. With the
conservative reaction in full swing, elected offisi dismantled the poverty programs of the
Office of Economic Opportunity and slashed socielfare benefit§? Despite the brevity of the
War on Poverty, the politics of poverty in the 196&d lasting ramifications for American
social welfare. The racial politics of the 1960s-e-tltban riots and the shifting focus of the Civil
Rights movement—spurred institutional changes ¢oAmerican social welfare state. However,
far from encouraging racial economic equality, ¢helsanges to social welfare “helped to redraw

lines of divisions within and between races byisgrboth black and white Americans into

®1 Martin Gilens,Why Americans Hate Welfare: Race, Media and thé&i&obf Antipoverty Policy
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1999) 107-11
Gareth Daviesirom Opportunity to Entitlement: The Transformatimd Decline of Great Society
Liberalism(Lawrence, Kansas: University Press of Kansas6)199
Michael Katz,The Undeserving Poor: From the War on Poverty \ttar on WelfaréNew York:
Pantheon Books, 1989) 4.
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categories defined by their relationship to progahsocial provision® The politics of

poverty in the 1960s effectively made poverty antipoverty programs “black.” This
racialization of poverty set the stage for the “WdarWelfare” that raged in the 1970s, 1980s and
1990s—with slashing of benefits, espousal of raciegharged stereotypes of “welfare queens”
and pledges to “end welfare as we know it.”

School Lunches and the Politics of Poverty in tA60k

The National School Lunch Program’s journey frope@ting mainly as an agricultural
subsidy program to an anti-poverty program was qiahis larger politics of poverty in the
1960s. Although school lunches entered the polgfgsoverty late, the school lunch program
traveled a similar road as anti-poverty progranthsas AFDC. Racial politics encouraged
legislative changes to school lunches, and theaegds ultimately morphed the NSLP into a
“black” program.

For the first two decades of its existence, theddal School Lunch Program hardly
could have been considered a “black” program. Triragry advocates for the passage of the
original legislation were Georgia Senator RichardRkBssell and Louisiana Senator Allen
Ellender. The potential benefit of its agricultupairchases for their white, farming
constituencies motivated Russell and Ellender'getupRussell actually threatened to disband
the NSLP if Congress removed the purchase of ssigguicultural commodities from the
program®® Through the mid-1960s, Southern Democrats rematmegrimary supporters of
school lunches, and they kept the focus of thenaragn its benefits to farmers rather than the

needy.

%4 Robert LiebermanShifting the Color Line: Race and the Americanféfel StatgBoston: Harvard
University Press, 1998) x.

8 Susan LevineSchool Lunch Politics: The Surprising History of étina’s Favorite Welfare Program
(Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Pr2888) 75.
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The influence of the Southern Democrats was strand school lunches remained
outside the politics of poverty until the late 18G{espite legislative changes that nudged the
program into the realm of social welfare. The pgesaf the Child Nutrition Act of 1966
exemplifies this trend in school lunch politics. BY66, the War on Poverty was in full swing,
and the focus of poverty and anti-poverty legisiathad migrated from white, rural poverty to
black, urban poverty. In some ways, the provisioithe Child Nutrition Act reflect the
influence of the War on Poverty and demonstratmereased attention to black poverty in the
NSLP. In particular, the introduction of the pikithool breakfast program and the federal
funding for equipment primarily benefited low-incerand urban schools, which had large
African-American student populations. However, @angressional hearings preceding the
passage of the Child Nutrition Act reveal that$lebool lunch program was still a long way
from being an arm of the War on Poverty. At the&emgriculture and Forestry Committee’s
June 1966 hearing on the Child Nutrition Act, tkeaors resisted any efforts to move the
school lunch program into the realm of social welfaAt one point, Senator Allen Ellender
expressed his desire to keep school lunches doedVar on Poverty, saying:

Here is a program [the school lunch program] thathave had on

the books now for 20 years. It has worked wello It want to

mix it in with the “Headstart” or “Head-on” or wieter you might

call the programs in the poverty program. What veatito do is to

try to maintain the school lunch program and toriove on it®
While the reforms of the mid-1960s displayed sonoe@ment of the school lunch program
towards a focus on African-American poverty, it veéesar that some catalyst was needed to

propel school lunches fully into the politics ofyesty of the 1960s.

The “discovery of hunger” in the late 1960s wag taalyst. With the “discovery of

% Committee on Agriculture and Forest8chool Milk and School Breakfast Programs: HearingsS.
3497,89" Cong., 2 Sess. 1966, 11.
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hunger,” school lunches moved into the arena of@oerty legislation and became connected
with African-Americans. Like the “discovery of pavg” the “discovery of hunger” shocked the
nation. Senator George McGovern explained thatrbefos discovery, “Americans assumed
that hunger and malnutrition [were] the afflictionfsAsia and other faraway place¥.Several
events precipitated the “discovery of hunger'—Sersafoseph Clark and Robert Kennedy’s
1967 trip to the Mississippi Delta, the 1968 CBS$wuoentaryHunger in Americathe Citizen’s
Board of Inquiry’s 1968 studdunger USAand the Committee on School Lunch Participation’s
1968 studyT heir Daily Bread While the “discovery of poverty” focused predosaitly on white
poverty, the “discovery of hunger” brought to lighe issue of hunger in African-American
communities.

The first major event in the “discovery of hunge8gnator Clark and Senator Kennedy’s
trip to the Mississippi Delta in 1967, showcasas tfew attention to black poverty. A rural,
cotton-producing region, the Mississippi Delta wasne to an overwhelmingly poor and
primarily black population, who lived amongst tHargation houses of cotton planters. As Nick
Kotz describes in his 1969 book on the discoverywfger, Senators Clark and Kennedy entered
a region that had “the worst poverty the black 8d#d known since the Depression of the
1930s.#® The Civil Rights movement influenced the trip fritsiinception. Senator Clark
became convinced that hearings in Mississippi wecessary after Marian Wright, a young
lawyer for the NAACP Legal Defense Fund, spoke pduliy before Congress about the degree
of poverty and hunger amongst African-Americanthimrural Soutfi? Once the senators

arrived in the Mississippi Delta, Wright urged théartour the shacks of black residents of the

7 George McGovern, “Foreword” inet Them Eat Promises: The Politics of Hunger irefica by Nick
Kotz (Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall, Inc.,89), vii.

% Nick Kotz, Let them Eat Promises; The Politics of Hunger inefica (Englewood Cliffs, NJ; Prentice-
Hall, Inc., 1969), 2.

* Kotz,, 2-5.
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region’® It was during this tour that Clark and Kennedyamtered horrific scenes of black
hunger. After meeting a malnourished, listlessd;Hlenator Kennedy reportedly said, “I've seen
bad things in West Virginia, but I've never seetamg like this anywhere in the United
States.* This experience propelled the senators into imatediction on the issue of hunger
while the cohort of journalists that accompanieghtibegan to disseminate narratives of hunger
into the media. In this moment, America discovdradger. Initiated by an NAACP lawyer and
concentrating on an African-American communitystimitial discovery of hunger in America

represented hunger as black.

3
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Figure 4 Senator Robert Kennedy in tours povertdd®ns near Greenville, Mississippi. Marian Wiigh
Edelman stands second from right. April 11, 1963r8e: AP Photos. Accessed on Accunet

Marian Wright's tour with Senators Clark and Kenpéarough the Mississippi Delta
was a breakthrough moment following years of GRights advocacy against hunger in the
South’® The centrality of the Civil Rights movement to tidéscovery of hunger” ensured

attention to black communities in the subsequetibnal conversation on hunger. A number of

"9 Nick Kotz, Let them Eat Promises; The Politics of Hunger inefica (Englewood Cliffs, NJ; Prentice-
Hall, Inc., 1969), 2.

" Robert Kennedy, gtd. in Kotz, 2.

2 Ardith L. Maney,Still Hungry After All These Years: Food AssistaReticy from Kennedy to Reagan
(New York: Greenwood Press, 1989) 70-80.
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exposés on hunger and the failings of governmetifg programs followed the senators’ tour
of the Delta, including the documentadynger in Americand the report$heir Daily Bread
andHunger USAeach of these exposés highlighted in some wapuahden of hunger in black
communities’® In contrast with the “discovery of poverty,” thdicovery of hunger” showed
the nation the multi-racial faces of hunger.

With the “discovery of hunger,” the school lunclogram attracted new allies. Black
leaders increasingly replaced agricultural interestadvocates for school lunches, and liberals,
such as Senators McGovern and Humphrey, replacetth&o Democrats as the program’s
champions in Congress. The witness lists for Cawjoaal hearings on school lunches
demonstrate this shift. In June 1966, withessassahool lunch hearing included two members
of the Department of Agriculture, two representsiyrom farm lobbying organizations, a
Congressman and the director of a parent organiz&tiJust two years later, Revs. Ralph
Abernathy and Rev. Jesse Jackson, both of the S@HCesidents and community
representatives from East St. Louis served as ss®geat a hearing on hunger, food stamps and
school lunche$® A review ofThe New York Tim&scoverage of school lunches reveals
headlines featuring liberals and black leaderserathan Southern Democrats, calling for
changes to the school lunch program in the lat®4@&d early 19709.This shift in advocates

points to the school lunch program’s entrance théopolitics of poverty by the late 1960s.

3 See Committee on School Lunch Participatibimeir Daily Bread(Atlanta, GA: McNelley-Rudd
Printing Service, Inc., 1968); Citizens’ Board ofjliry into Hunger and Malnutrition in the Unitethfs,Hunger,
U.S.A.: A ReportBoston: Beacon Press, 196B)ynger in AmericaCBS Documentary, May 21, 1968.
Senate Committee on Agriculture and Foreshghool Milk and School Breakfast Programs: Hearings
on S. 349789" Cong., 2° Sess. 1966.
Senate Select Committee on Nutrition and Human Blédatrition and Human Needs Part 10: SCLC
and East St. Louj®9d" Cong. 3nd. Sess. May 14 and June 27 1968.
8 See “McGovern Asks Lunch AidThe New York TimeEebruary 21, 1969; “Text of Rustin Call for
Rally in Support of Poor,The New York Timedune 3, 1968; “Humphrey Bill Would Give Free Sahiounch to
All,” The New York TimeSeptember 30, 1968. For a full listing of articleee Appendix A.
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While black leaders and liberals served as thegmmpublic supporters of NSLP in the
late 1960s and early 1970s, it is important to tioé¢ Southern Democrats maintained some
influence over the NSLP throughout this period.ofgea Senator Herman Talmadge succeeded
Senator Ellender in 1971 as chairman of the Sebabtemittee on Agriculture and Forestry,
which controlled school lunch legislation, and ramed in that position through 1981. The
Southern Democrats’ influence over the legislapiv@cess, as well as their continued lobbying
by farming interests, explains how they were ablmaintain and slightly increase the purchase
of surplus commodities through the NSLP even agptbgram increasingly focused on
alleviating poverty.’

However, the Southern Democrats influence oveNBeP was far less from the late
1960s and early 1970s onward than it had beereifirgt twenty years of the program. Part of
this waning influence was due to generational ckaki¢hen Senator Russell and Senator
Ellender passed away in office in 1971 and 1972¢l8n Democrats lost two established
voices for the NSLP in the Senate. At the same,ttheeSouthern Democrats political power and
dominance in Congress declined in the late 1966s1870s’® The Southern Democrats were
simply unable to shape and control the NSLP instirae way that they had in the 1950s and
early 1960s. The decline of Southern Democraticiénfce allowed the NSLP to enter the
politics of poverty in the 1960s and become thesandr of black and liberal interests.

The African-American media’s coverage of the NSeER/es as a window into the
strength of black advocacy against hunger anddioo@ lunches. Thélew York Amsterdam

Newsis a newspaper that has served the African-Amercoenmunity in New York City since

" For data on federal spending on surplus commoditiethe NSLP, see U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Food and Nutrition Service, “Federal Cost of Schembd Programs,” http:/www.fns.usda.gov/pd/cncbsts,
accessed March 2, 2010. Federal purchase of staghiultural commodities increased in the late(@98nd early
1970s but increased at a slower rate than caslisgefor the NSLP.

"8 Nicol Rae,Southern Democratd.ondon: Oxford University Press, 1994), 65.
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1909 and is one of the largest African-American sgapers in the nation. Thus, while the
Amsterdam Newdoes not represent the totality of African-Amenigaublic opinions, it does

provide insight into black political engagemensahool lunch politics.

New York Amsterdam News

School Tunch Coveraoce
School Lunch Coverage,
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Figure5 Data from New York Amsterdam News M edia Survey. For a full listing of articles, see
Appendix A

The Amsterdam Neviscoverage of school lunches from 1962 to 1974catds that
African-American communities became increasinglgaaged in school lunch politics in this
period. The primary indicator of this increasedaggment is the volume of articles that the
newspaper published on school lunches, shown r&i§. With the exception of 1964, the
coverage of school lunches remained sparse prib®@8 and then exploded between 1968 and
1972. The brief spike in coverage in 1964 may hébated to the announcement of the War on
Poverty and the passage of the Civil Rights Acd%64; four of the seven articles related in
some way to these everifsThe sustained increase in coverage of school esibetween 1968

and 1972 correlates with the school lunch prograantsy into the politics of poverty in the late

" See “The Danger of Little Progres3He New York Amsterdam Newsbruary 15, 1964; “The
Segregated Tax DollarThe New York Amsterdam Newaly 18, 1964; “Agencies Aiding Cities Joblesauitg”
The New York Amsterdam Newril 18, 1964; “List 140 Cities, 24 States whlas in Federally Aided
Programs, The New York Amsterdam Newsigust 15, 1964.
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1960s and the shift in program advocates to likeaat black leaders. The rise in coverage also
reflects the mounting investment of black commesiin the NSLP.

Besides the quantity of articles, the emergenaetafles in theAmsterdam News
describing school lunches as an exclusively blaokjqam reflects the growing importance of
and sense of ownership over school lunches in aokmunities. Unlik&he New York Times
the Amsterdam Newsentered their school lunch coverage on the prograervice to needy
children and the quality of the program throughtbiat 1960s and 19788 While the focus of
their coverage remained constant, the newspappiesentation of the racial nature of school
lunch politics did evolve over the period of thedizesurvey. In the late 1960s, tAensterdam
Newscharacterized hunger and anti-hunger programsvadtaracial concern. A December
1968 editorial, “Hunger in America,” discussed hiownger affected blacks, whites and Native
Americans aliké! An article on anti-hunger legislation reporteceaator’s claims that hunger
was not a black or a white isstfeHowever, beginning in the early 1970s, firasterdam News
began to represent school lunches and hunger escarsively black issue. In October of 1971,
the paper ran a story about the New York Urban bealirector’s response to federal plans to
eliminate school lunch subsidies. The directorrtyegfl@ames school lunches as a black issue,
saying, “now—when they say it would eliminate 4@ Meedy children in New York City
alone—that means 400,000 Black children. If the iadstration has its way—this is going to
affect every Black child in the United Stat&8 The characterization in themsterdam Newsf
school lunches as a black issue and the NSLP esply benefiting black children suggests the

development of a sense of ownership of the NSUaok communities by the 1970s.

8 For a full listing of articles, see Appendix A.

8 Whitney J. Young Jr., “Hunger in Americalhe New York Amsterdam NeWw®cember 14, 1968.

82 «javits Introduces Anti-Hunger Bill,The New York Amsterdam Newsigust 30, 1969.

8 “Wingate slams Nixon, aides: charges ‘deliberatglect,” The New York Amsterdam New@stober 23,
1971.
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Possibly the two most striking examples of the blaadership’s advocacy for and sense
of ownership of school lunches were the SCLC’sscialt school lunch reform during the Poor
People’'s Campaign (PPC) and the Black Pantherakbaist program. Martin Luther King Jr.
formulated the PPC’s campaign in 1967, with théomiso merge economic and racial concerns
in a mass movement for economic justice. After Keraggsassination in April 1968, Ralph
Abernathy took over leadership of the SCLC and saerthe establishment of a shantytown—
“Resurrection City"— in Washington D.C. in May, 18@s the first step in the mass movement
that King had envisioned. While the goals of “Resation City” and the Poor People’s
Campaign were broad, ranging from jobs to houdmgger and school lunches were key issues.
A mother of seven from Marks, Mississippi, the Retiwn that made King cry when he first
saw it, said that she hoped to gain “free schaathes and a job” from her participation in the
PPC?* Campaign leaders made free school lunches andstantps their main demands from
the Department of Agriculture, and Abernathy antkdan’s Congressional testimony on school
lunches and hunger in the midst of the campaigihnéurdemonstrates their commitment to these
issue Overall, the Poor People’s Campaign was a faildisgrganization marred its public
image, and it fell short of achieving its majorikdgtive goals. However, the advocacy of the
PPC for school lunches was an important momeritarhtstory of school lunch politics. Not
only did Congress eventually heed the campaignisatels for expansion of free lunches, the

Poor People’s Campaign clearly demonstrated theiaddunches had entered the politics of

8 «The anger and problems and sickness of the poitreovhole nation were in this one shantytowftie
New Y0r8k Timesluly 7, 1968.
See Susan Levin§chool Lunch Politics: The Surprising History of éima’s Favorite Welfare
Program (Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Bré908) 75; “Poor People’s Leaders Expect Extessio
for Permits for Camp,The New York Timedune 15, 1968; “Poor People’s Drive Makes Gdins Fails to Reach
Goals,”The New York Timedune 30, 1968; Senate Select Committee on Nutréthd Human NeedBlutrition
and Human Needs Part 10: SCLC and East St. L&@5Cong., 2nd. Sess., May 14 and June 27 1968.
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poverty and emerged a black program. No longeptbgect of Southern Democrats, the
National School Lunch Program was the cause ofitiakelled masses of “Resurrection City.”

The Black Panther Party also became advocatebdassue of child hunger in the late
1960s through their free breakfast program. ThdaHeas began providing free breakfasts to
children in the Bay Area and Seattle in 1968 armheded the program to all Panther sites in
1969. The free breakfast program was part of laefferts by the Black Panther Party to raise
awareness for issues of hunger and pov&ty.line with Black Panther ideology and practices,
their advocacy for school lunches did not involuect federal lobbying for expansions to the
NSLP, as the SCLC had done. They were notably aligen the extensive witness list for a
1968 Congressional hearing on hunger in Califowhde SCLC representatives participated in
another hearing in the same sefiemstead, the Panthers advocated through exampléding
black children with the meals that the “evil govaent” had been unwilling to provid& Each
morning, members of the party provided hot bredkfateggs, bacon and grits to children, and
this program quickly became what the FBI charazgerin May 1969 as the “best and most
influential activity going for the BPP*®

The Black Panther Party’s newspapite Black Panthemprominently featured the

breakfast program and the issue of hunger in thekidommunity, revealing the importance of

8 JoNina M. Abron, “Serving the People:’ The SumiPrograms of the Black Panther Party,Biack
Panther Party (Reconsideredd. Charles E. Jones (Baltimore: Black Classisfr£998) 182-183.

87 Senate Select Committee on Nutrition and Human Blédtrition and Human Needs Part 9:
California, 90" Cong., 2nd. Sess., May 8-9 1968; Senate Selech@itee on Nutrition and Human Needs,
Nutrition and Human Needs Part 10: SCLC and East@&tis 90" Cong., 2nd. Sess., May 14 and June 27 1968.

88 «Statement to the Press on the Breakfast for @hild The Black Panthen/ol 11l (No. 1), April 27,
1969.

When the Black Panther Party launched their freakfast program in 1968, the School Breakfast
Program, which targeted children in low-income areeas already in existence. However, it wasistidilot phase.
It was later established as a permanent program.

8 FBI Air-tel from Director to 27 Field Offices, Mal5, 1969 qtd in Edward P. Morgan, “Media Culture
and Public Memory of the Black Panther PartytrirSearch of the Black Panther Pargds. Jama Lazerow and
Yohuru Williams (Durham, NC: Duke University Pre2606), 335.
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the free breakfast program and the issues of thitdjer and feeding to party memb&r&n
April 27, 1969,The Black Panthedevoted an entire issue to the free breakfastranogThe
issue featured a cover-photo of a black child engpyis free breakfast, statements on the
motivations behind the program, articles on thegpam, and reports of local police breaking up
a free breakfast rally in Des Moin&sThe Black Panther Party’s focus on and commitrbent
the free breakfast program is yet another examigbdack communities and black leadership’s
political engagement with the issue of hunger aitbsl lunches in the 1960s and early 1970s.
School lunch politics fell into the politics of perty in the 1960s. Following the
“discovery of hunger,” black communities becameeasingly engaged in school lunch politics,
and local and national black leaders ultimatelyaepd Southern Democrats as the program’s
primary advocates. As a result, many of the magislative changes to the program in the late
1960s and early 1970s occurred in a racially-cteaegerironment. Racial politics encouraged
legislative changes to the NSLP, and these chamgbaped school lunches into a program that
served disproportionate numbers of African-Americhildren. When it emerged from the
politics of poverty in the 1960s, the National Sahiounch Program had become “black.” The
final chapter discusses the stigmatization of thédwal School Lunch Program and its

recipients following this racialization.

% SeeThe Black Panthevol Ill (No. 1), April 27, 1969:The Black PantheVol X (No. 14), August 18,
1973;The Black PantheYol X. (No. 8): July 7, 1973.

%1 The Black Panthevol 11l (No. 1), April 27, 1969.
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Chapter 3
Pink Cadillacsand Free Lunches: The Racialization and Stigmatization of the School
Lunch Program in American Public Thought

Figure 6 : Photograph of Aline Johnson, The New York Times, Oct 29, 1974

On October 29, 1974,he New York Timdeatured the above photograph of Aline
Johnson, an African-American woman from rural Arkas) as part of a special article on hunger
in America.Timesreporter William Robbins met Ms. Johnson in thétiwg room of a county
welfare office. He describes how Ms. Johnson wadg&ds she cannot rise unaided” yet she
suffered from malnutrition. Robbins also explainattshe was “unwed but the mother of eleven
children” and that two of her daughters were unwét four and six children each. Robbins
categorizes Ms. Johnson'’s situation as “one opa tizat has drawn attacks from critics of food
and welfare.”” The “type” that Robbins alludes to is the sterpetyf the “welfare queen,” an
already popular narrative by the mid-1970s. Ind&&sl,Johnson’s story fits the racist stereotype

of the “welfare queen” quite well. She was poor afatk. She had numerous children out of

92 william Robbins, “Hunger in U.S. a Problem of Walid Plenty,”The New York Time®ctober 29,
1974.
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wedlock. She was unemployed. And, most importastig was found in a welfare office waiting
room, implying that she was living off of Aid to Fdies with Dependent Children (AFDC)
payments. AFDC was not the only social welfare progthat Americans associated with the
“welfare queen.” By the 1970s, public conversatiabheut the problems of the “welfare queen”
and the “welfare trap” focused on a number of gorent programs that supported the poor,
including AFDC, food stamps and even the Natior@dd®| Lunch Program.

Scholars, such as Martin Gilens, have establih&td‘welfare” programs, mainly AFDC
and food stamps, became associated with Africansfiares and subsequently stigmatized in the
American public imagination beginning in the la@60s and early 1970s. | argue the public
perception of the National School Lunch Programeunwent a similar process of racialization
and stigmatization. The shifting legislative fo@rsd racial demographics of the program,
discussed in Chapter 1, and the program’s entargglem the politics of poverty in the 1960s,
discussed in Chapter 2, connected school luncheeé&fiitan-Americans. The racialization of
the NSLP was not limited to the demographics op&dicipants or the politics behind its
legislation; it expanded to the public perceptidthe program and its participants. By the late
1960s and early 1970s, the complexion of the aeesabool lunch recipient and especially the
average free lunch recipient had darkened in therfodan mind. Like with AFDC and food
stamps, this racialization ultimately led to thgmsiatization of the program and its participants.
The media characterized black school lunch recipias lazy, and Americans viewed free
school lunches as one of the many trophies ofwedfare queen.”

The Racialization of the School Lunch Program

The media’s over-representation of African-Amengan coverage of the NSLP helped

to racialize school lunches in the American pubhagination in the late 1960s and early 1970s.
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In Why Americans Hate Welfarilartin Gilens argues that one of the factors mekicans’
exaggerated perception of black poverty is an ogpresentation of black Americans in media
coverage of poverty beginning in 1965. Figure Agha chart from Gilen’s book that illustrates
this over-representation. Beginning in 1965, the@et of African-Americans featured in photos
accompanying newsmagazine stories on poverty vggehthan the percent of African-
Americans who were poor. Although there were sdoedations in the coverage, African-
Americans remained disproportionately represemedtase photos throughout the period of

Gilens’s media survey.

Figure 5.3 Percent African American in Newsmagazine Pictures of the Poor, 1950-1992
(compared with true percent black)

80%

70% 4
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Sources: True percent black—Baugher and Lamison-White, Poverty in the United Stafes:
1995, pp. C2-C4. Magazine pictures—Time, Newstveek, and LS. News and World Report.

Figure 7 Percent African American in Newsmagazine Pictures of the Poor, 1950-1992 From Martin
Gilens, Why Americans Hate Welfare, Chapter Five: News M edia and Racialization of Poverty
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Racial Representation of Recipients of Free School
Lunches in New York Times Coverage, 1962-1974, By

Number of Articles
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Figure 8 Results from media survey of The New York Times cover age of school lunches, 1962-1974%

My media survey of he New York Tim&scoverage of school lunches from 1962 to
1974 revealed similar patterns of racializatioiGdens’s media survey. Figure 8 compares the
number of the articles and editorials frdine New York Timekat discussed school lunches as
an anti-poverty program for needy white childrensus needy black children. It shows that the
over-representation of African-Americans in artscebout needy recipients of school lunches
first occurred in 1964 but became a more promifeature of coverage beginning in 1968.

As school lunches transformed into a social welfaogram and’he New York Times
began to run more articles that discussed the $timoch program’s role in fighting hunger and
poverty, the connection between school lunchestak children strengthened. In the early
1960s, only a handful of articles discussed schowhes as an anti-poverty program, and they

were largely race—neutral or focused on white pyvé&or exampleThe New York Timesn

Sin creating this graph, I ignored all articles aredy recipients of the school lunch program thatwe
“race-neutral” (i.e. did not strongly imply the gaof recipients). Therefore, this chart does nptasent the total
coverage of needy recipients of school lunchekhia New York Time# an article discussed needy recipients in a
geographic region that was predominantly one racategorized the article under that race (for gXamarticles
about needy recipients in Harlem was categorizdalaak recipients, articles about needy recipiensppalachia
were characterized as white recipients). | categdrarticles about lobbying efforts of Civil Riglttganizations for
free school lunches under black recipients unlesstticle specifically mentioned needy recipienitside the
African-American community. | did not include atés that linked AFDC/food stamps and free schoothes
under black recipients unless race was explicitntioned.
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five articles on the school lunch program and negdlgren in 1963? Of these articles, two
discussed the conditions in Kentucky mining comrtiesj focusing on poverty and school lunch
availability for poor white children, while noneafeired black childref?.With Johnson’s
announcement of the War on Poverty in 1964, mdreles discussed school lunches as an anti-
poverty program. These articles also began to featwre African-Americans, including two
articles from 1964 that discussed the importancghbbol lunches to the poor children of
Harlem?® Although the over-representation of African-Amaris in coverage was not as
substantial in 1964 as it became in 1968, it wgsiicant nonetheless. The over-representation
of African-Americans that was seen in coverage fl®@64 coverage held relatively steady in
1965 and 1966. In 1967, coverage of needy recipieinschool lunches was race-neutral.
Nineteen Sixty-Eight was a watershed year. Ameasadiscovered hunger in their own
nation. The Civil Rights movement turned increabingwards issues of hunger and poverty.
The assassinations of Martin Luther King Jr. antdé&rbKennedy and urban race riots shook the
nation. All of these events contributed to increbseverage of the school lunch program’s
provision of free lunches to the needy and a grgwatialization of school lunch coveradde
New York Timegeatured multiple articles on Civil Rights orgaatibns’ advocacy for school
lunches, including the NAACP’s actions in suppdrschool lunches and the SCLC’s advocacy

for school lunches during the Poor People’s Campadid hese advocacy activities by Civil

94 “Kennedy Insists on Tax Reforms as Well as Cuteié New York TimeMarch 7, 1963; “Text of
President Kennedy’s News Conference on ForeigrDandestic Affairs,”The New York Timedarch 7, 1963;
“School Lunch Recipe: Take 437,000 Pupils andHikm Well,”The New York TimeSeptember 27, 1963;
“Kentucky Miners: A Grim Winter,The New York Time®ctober 20, 1963; “Kentucky to Get Aid This Winte
The New York Timedlovember 14, 1963.

% “Kentucky Miners: A Grim Winter,The New York Time®ctober 20, 1963; “Kentucky to Get Aid This
Winter,” The New York Timeslovember 14, 1963.

% «Harlem Tenants Cope with ColdThe New York Timedanuary 1, 1964; “Who Shall Integrate®tie
New York Timed-ebruary 24, 1964.

%7 See “Women’s Panel Charges School Lunch PrograorégnNeedy, The New York Time#pril 17,
1968; “March’s Leaders Oust Youth Gangstie New York TimeMay 23, 1968; “Text of Rustin Call for Rally in
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Rights organizations implicitly represented freedu recipients as black. The over-
representation of African-AmericansTie New York Tim&scoverage continued through 1974
and included implicit as well as explicit represgitins of free lunch recipients as blat¥.

The racial nature of coverage of free school lusgh@he New York Timdsllows a
similar pattern to the racial nature of poverty@age in Gilens’s media survey. This similarity
demonstrates that the school lunch program andjfggadly, the free lunch component of the
program were not exempt from the racialization @fgrty and welfare in public thought and
perception that followed the politics of povertythre 1960s.

Free Lunches and Pink Cadillacs: The Stigmatizatiacthe National School Lunch Program

As occurred with AFDC, once Americans began toesse school lunches with
African-Americans, they also began to attach rastiginas to the National School Lunch
Program. The first suggestion of this stigmatizai®media coverage that links school lunches
with more typical “welfare” benefits, such as AFREd food stamps. The connection between
school lunches, food stamps and AFDC suggestsitexts’s thesis about the stigmatization of

“welfare” programs may also apply to school lunches

Support of Poor,The New York Timedune 3, 1968; “Poor People’s Leaders ExpectedriSidns of Permits for
Camp,”The New York Timedune 15, 1968; “Poor People’s Drive Makes Gdtiads to Reach GoalsThe New
York TimesJune 30, 1968; “House Votes Funds for School has¢ The New York Timeduly 2, 1968; “The
anger and problems and sickness of the poor af/tfide nation were in this one shantytown: Resuiwadtity,”
The New York Timesuly 7, 1968.

% See “White House Food and Health Parley in Trauiilae New York TimeSeptember 14, 1969; “Text
of President Nixon’s Speech to the White House €arfce on Food, Nutrition and Healtfifie New York Times
December 3, 1969; “Quotation of the Daylie New York Time®ecember 25, 1969; “P.S. 39 in Harlem Picketed
by Parents for Third Day,The New York Time#pril 19, 1969; “Poverty in PassaicThe New York Time#&ugust
12, 1969. For full listing of articles, see Appendi.

% The only exception was 1971. In this year, thereevileree separate that mentioned school lunches and
featured white Americans suffering from hunger poderty while there were no articles that focugeetfically
on black poverty. It is unclear why there was thige increase in coverage of white poverty in 13¥dwever, the
over-representation of African-Americans resumetidid2 and continued through the end of the mediaegu
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Number of Articles Linking AFDC and/or Food
Stamps with NSLP
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Figure 9 Resultsfrom New York Times M edia Survey- 1962-1974*®

Figure 9 shows the trends in association of schunahes and AFDC/food stampsThe
New York Timeés coverage between 1962 and 1974. Links betwedemostunches and
AFDC/food stamps occurred infrequently from 1962968, averaging 1-2 articles per year.
Beginning in 1969, the number of articles linkingAC/food stamps and school lunches
increased notably, with 11 separate articles camgethe programs. Although 1969 represented
the zenith of associations between the programesavkRrage number of articles tying the
programs together was much higher following 19&thtit had been prior to 1969. The
association between AFDC, food stamps and schachks indicates a connection between the
programs in American perception. If Americans agged school lunches with the “welfare”
programs AFDC and food stamps and associated “veélf@ith African-Americans, it is logical
to assume that Americans also associated schodiésrwith African-Americans. The previous
analysis of the growing racialization of coverag@@edy school lunch recipientsTine New

York Timesupports this conclusion.

199 determining the number of articles that linkelD}XC and/or food stamps with the National School
Lunch Program, | only included articles that sugggsome type of association between the prograraisily that
they were serving the same populations. | did mclude articles that simply mentioned both schaonthes and
AFDC/food stamps.
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As Americans increasingly began to imagine freelurecipients as black, they also
began to view families whose children received fumehes as lazy. This trend parallels Gilens’s
thesis on the racialization and stigmatization effare—Americans hate welfare because
Americans views welfare recipients as black anev\b&ack people as lazy and undeserving.
Comparing twdNew York Timearticles on white and black free lunch recipiesutggests that
Americans applied this label of laziness alongaidanes. On April 25, 1965The New York
Timesran a 5-page article on poverty in a rural Appailac county, “Appalachia—Poverty,
Beauty and Poverty.” The article details the haigisFacing the people of the region, and
photographs of the white population of Appalacliecenpany the article. The article speaks of
the pride of the people and their resistance tegoment assistance. One example of this
“mountain pride” is the community’s reaction to tinee school lunch program. The director of
the Department of Family and Children’s servicescdbes one needy family’s response:

The widow she spoke of has a daughter in high dckbo

receives a free lunch at school under the Fedenahl program,

but mother and daughter see to it that it is rnotlg free meal.

The daughter cleans the tables in her lunchroopayment for her

lunch, although she is not required to do so. “Gowu make your

boys say they wanted to eat free?” the mother akkedSmith:*
This description paints the family as hard-workamgl unwilling to accept “hand-outs” from the
government. The daughter’s willingness to workHer lunch also stands in sharp contrast to the
complaints of the Committee on School Lunch Paréitton, who in their 1968 reporteir
Daily Bread strongly criticized the practice of making stutdework for their lunch. The article

goes on to explain that the school lunch progradrateout 80 percent of the students in the

county. Hundreds of these pupils qualified for fh@eches but “hardly any of them accept the

101 “Appalachia—Poverty, Beauty and Povertyfie New York Timespril 25, 1965.
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free meal tickets availablé®® Overall, the article sends a clear message thatthoverished
white Americans in Appalachia were independentgdfvamrking and reluctant to accept free
lunches despite their extreme poverty.

Four years lateThe New York Timgsinted a very different image of black free lunch
recipients in Harlem. The April 19, 1969 articl®.S. 39 in Harlem Picketed by Parents For the
Third Day,” reports on protests by parents at B&Sn Harlem following disputes over school
governance. The article presents an unflatterinyggoof the parent protestors, whom, given the
location of P.S. 39, the reader would presume tbléek. The article describes the parents
jeering at a group of teachers and also reporeniary and racially-charged slogans on the
parents’ signs, including “Give us back our schdddssuh” and “Racists Will Not Teach our
Children.™® The article notes that the parents had kept thlidren out of school for three days
during the protest. Despite withholding their chélid from school, the parents were still willing
to have them receive free lunch&e New York Timagports:

When the seven teachers emerged for lunch, stikupolice

escort, they reported that there were no pupitsl @ school.

However, more than a dozen youngsters had conmtbdataily

free school lunch, and just before the teachers heme at 2:45

P.M., again under escort, a score of youngsters iwama side

entrance to take home boxes of left-overs and sihea!*
Juxtaposing these articles, it becomes clearTthatNew York Timesewed white recipients of
free lunches as hard-working and reluctant to tesestance while they characterized black
recipients of free lunches as lazy and relishingegoment hand-outs. The view of black welfare

recipients as lazy, which Gilens identifies in $iigdy, clearly extends to some extent to

recipients of free school lunches. This perceptibblack free lunch recipients as lazy or

102 “Appalachia—Poverty, Beauty and Povertyfie New York Timegpril 25, 1965.
1934p 3. 39 in Harlem Picketed by Parents For thed Biay,” The New York Time#pril 19, 1969.
1044p 5. 39 in Harlem Picketed by Parents For thed'biay,” The New York Time#pril 19, 1969.
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ungrateful began in the late 1960s but came tdruiliion in the early 1970s when her child’s
receipt of a free school lunch became one of thikens. of the “welfare queen.”
——

During his 1976 presidential campaign, Ronald Reagdered the now common-place
term “welfare queen” into general political parlan@hroughout his campaign, he repeatedly
discussed “welfare queens” who burdened the Ametiag-payer through their manipulation of
and reliance on the welfare system, including tbenan from Chicago who had “eighty names,
thirty addresses, twelve Social Security cards,iamllecting veterans’ benefits on four
nonexistent deceased husbands. . . She’s collésto@l Security on her cards. She’s got
Medicaid, food stamps and she is collecting weltarder each of her names. Her tax-free cash
alone is over $150,000% While Reagan’s 1976 campaign provided the mosbtaand
pervasive narrative of the “welfare queen,” Angeridalancock explains in her bodle
Politics of Disgust: The Public Identity of the \féeé Queerthat Reagan did not invent the
public perception of the “welfare queen;” he simplyned that perception into a political
symbol!® The public perception of the welfare queen enténedAmerican mindset between the
1950s and 1970€” The perception was that of an African-American vaorvho was lazy and
hyperfertilel®® She produced irresponsible numbers of childrgricéyly out of wedlock, adding
“immoral” to her descriptor. Because of her lazsjeshe was unwilling to work and content to

rely on benefits from the government. This pera@ptvas based on long-held stereotypes of

105 Ronald Reagan qtd. in Ellen ReeBagcklash Against Welfare Mothers: Past and Pregéniversity
of California Press: Berkeley, 2005) 173-174.

106 Ange-Marie HancockThe Politics of Disgust: The Public Identity of TWelfare QueeiiNew York
University Press; New York, 2004) 57.

107 Reese, 57.

1% Hancock, 25.
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African-American women, many of which dated backhte times of slavery?

In addition to these aspects of the stereotypmned on particular social welfare
programs categorized women as “welfare queens.”Alti¢o Families with Dependent Children
(AFDC) program was the predominant anti-povertygpam associated with the “welfare
gueen.” However, an analysis of portrayals of thelfare queen” in several national
newspapers reveals that inclusion in other socgdflare programs labeled women as “welfare
gueens.” In particular, her children’s receipt @d school lunches was considered one of the
characteristics of the “welfare queen” by the 1970s

Some aspects of the media coverage of the “wetfaeen” were sympathetic and
understanding of the plight of these women, foaysin the problem of the “welfare trap:®
The basic idea behind the “welfare trap” was thatiaber of social services, including free
school lunches, constituted a “disincentive” fanfles to earn income because they would no
longer qualify for these benefits. One articlerasties that a family of four would need to earn
over $8,000 per year before they could match the ¢d AFDC, food stamps, school lunches and
Medicaid!*! The logic behind the welfare trap suggests thatifave queens” were not slothful
but were simply making the best financial decisitorgheir families by staying unemployed and
maintaining benefits.

However, other aspects of media coverage weresigspathetic and suggested laziness

19E1en ReeseBacklash Against Welfare Mothers: Past and Preggntversity of California Press:

Berkeley, 2005) 57.

110 566 “welfare Study Cites Inequitie§,he Hartford CourantJuly 8, 1973; “Welfare Outstrips Some
Pay,” The Washington Pqgsluly 22, 1974; “Rethinking Welfare Refornihe New York Timedanuary 28, 1973;
“Employable Members Found in Half of City’s Relledmilies,”The New York TimeSeptember 9, 1974; “U.S.
Study Scores City Aid Programshe New York Timeduly 8, 1973.

111 “Employable Members Found in Half of City’s Reliedmilies,”The New York TimeSeptember 9,
1974.
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and irresponsibility on the part of welfare recipi'*? This negative media coverage reinforced
the stereotype of the “welfare queen.N&w York Timearticle, “Drop in Job Force is Analyzed
Here,” reported a decline in black women betweenatlfes of twenty-five and thirty-four in the
workforce. The article suggests that the reasothi®idecline was “attractive alternatives” to
work, mainly living off of benefits from AFDC, foostamps, the National School Lunch
Program and Medicaid, and characterizes the deafirfpurposeful ®* The focus on African-
American women ages twenty-five to thirty-four, wéa@ in the peak of their child-rearing years,
feeds into the stereotype of the “welfare queemé Tanguage of article, especially the use of the
phrase “attractive alternatives” rather than “wedferap,” places blame on welfare recipients,
rather than the welfare system, and implies thatkbimothers were lazy and manipulating social
welfare. This coverage portrays the National Sclhooich Program as one of the elements of
the social welfare system that allowed the “welfgmeen” to maintain her idle lifestyle. Media
coverage in the early 1970s also insinuated tleaNgtional School Lunch Program allowed
“welfare queens” to be irresponsible mothers. AlL@fter to the editor in thieos Angeles
Timescriticized the school lunch program and its radeaavelfare program; the author believed
that parents should be “reminded, not relievedheir responsibility” to their childret:* In this
coverage, social service programs, including schouahes, were not part of a “trap” that kept
mothers out of the workforce by financial necesditgtead, school lunches became one of the
many tools that “welfare queens” used to revetlieness and irresponsibility on the dollar of

the American taxpayer.

112 see “welfare Outstrips Some Payfie Washington Pasiuly 22, 1974; “Letter to the Editor—School
Lunch Program,Los Angeles Time&ebruary 23, 1971; “Employable Members Found aff df City’s Relief
Families,”The New York TimeSeptember 9, 1974; “Drop in Job Force is Analydede,” The New York Times
September 16, 1973; William Robbins, “Hunger in La®roblem of Want Amid PlentyThe New York Times
October 29, 1974;

113 “Drop in Job Force is Analyzed Herelhe New York TimeSeptember 16, 1973.

114  etter to the Editor—School Lunch Prograrhds Angeles Time§ebruary 23, 1971
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Once Americans identified enrollment in the Natio®ehool Lunch Program as a
characteristic of the “welfare queen,” school luesihad become stigmatized in American public
thought. In the late 1960s, Americans and the mieglggmn to view the NSLP increasingly as a
service for poor and black Americans. The racisiraof the NSLP in American public thought
eventually gave way to the stigmatization of thegoam’s participants. The media began to
group school lunches with traditional welfare bésesuch as AFDC and food stamps, and
portray black free lunch recipients as lazy. Thgnsatization of school lunch recipients
culminated with the link between the National SdHamch Program and the racially-charged
stereotype of the “welfare queen.” By the earlyd97Americans did not just view school lunch
participants as black; they viewed participatiothi@ National School Lunch Program as a mark

of shame.
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Conclusion:

In September 1975, tiéhicago Tribundeatured an article on then-Governor Ronald
Reagan’s proposals for the federal budget. On @lyettht the article appeared on Chicagoans’
front steps, a Reagan presidency and the slasklsegia welfare that it would bring were still
only a possibility. However, the article foreshadawe priorities of the eventual Reagan
presidency, including the disregard for the Nati®ehool Lunch Program displayed during the
ketchup debacle of 1981. The article reports thetdn proposed an $82.4 billion budget cut,
with $21.6 billion of the cut coming from food stps welfare, special unemployment and
school lunch programs. The article quotes Reagaagng that while his proposed budget cuts
would produce “howls of pain from those who aredjgimg from the present system” he
believed that the cuts were necessary for the pratsen of America and the American way of
life. "

When he entered the White House five years lateagn and American lawmakers
indeed ignored the howls of pain of millions ofldnen and families who benefited from the
school lunch program. Reagan introduced budgstiout980 and 1981 that reduced federal
funding for the NSLP by more than a quarter; mdshese cuts came from the anti-poverty,
rather than agricultural support components ofNB&P ® The cuts disqualified millions of
children, a disproportionate number of them bldiakn the free and reduced-price lunch
program and resulted in three million fewer chitdparticipating in the NSLP in the following

years'’ These budget cuts were a crushing blow to the N8h®, along with loosening of

115«Reagan: Cut Spending by $82.4 BillioiGhicago TribuneSeptember 27, 1975.

118 \while the total NSLP budget was reduced by abobt BBtween 1980 and 1982, purchase of surplus
agricultural commaodities was only reduced by aldd@i®. See U.S. Department of Agriculture, Food anttibbn
Service, “Federal Cost of School Food Programgag:htww.fns.usda.gov/pd/cncosts.htm, accessed M2r@®10.

17 susan LevineSchool Lunch Politics: The Surprising History of éna’s Favorite Welfare Program
(Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Pr2esg8) 174-175.
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federal regulations, they brought about major adedliin the quality of and participation in the
program.

Ronald Reagan did not single-handedly destroyteonal School Lunch Program.
Politicians were only able to ignore the criestsfiaeneficiaries and cut school lunch funding
because of the program’s public perception by 81#03% and 1980s. The legislative changes to
the National School Lunch Program in the 1960sEuDs, as well as the politics of poverty
that spurred these changes, made the school lunghgm a “black” program in the American
imagination. This racialization eventually spawiséigmatization, as Americans mixed their
beliefs about school lunches with their beliefswgb®frican-Americans. By the mid-1970s, the
National School Lunch Program was a black progmaprogram for the lazy, a mark of shame,
and, thus, a low priority for American voters aradificians. By the 1970s and 1980s, the overt
racism of the Jim Crow South had faded, but radsimot entirely disappear from American
society. The battlegrounds of racism simply mowdaving won in courtrooms and at
Woolworth’s counters, African-Americans began ghtia war of latent racism in welfare
offices and school cafeterias across the natioa.Nétional School Lunch Program fell victim

to that watr.
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Appendix A

Coverage of the National School Lunch Programhe New York Timedanuary 1, 1962-
December 31, 197

- 1962
- January 3, 1962- Freeman Claims Farm Successes
o0 Article about successes in agriculture and prosperi
o Cites the donation of commodities to school luncmepart of success in
department
- January 19, 1962- Farm Programs Pledge Cut
o Dept. of Ag. plans to cut about ¥z billion from tiaem budget, mainly by cutting
price controls
o0 Atthe same time, there would be an increase irstheol lunch budget
- January 19, 1962- President’s Message on the Budget
- January 29, 1962- Random Notes in Washington
o Freeman wants to change name of Dept of Ag to Depbod, Ag and Forestry.
Cites school lunches as example that their busisess just for farmers.
- January 30, 1962- Ribicoff Moves to Aid Mothers
o HEW proposes legislation that would send welfar¢hmis to work and allow
them to use their earnings to contribute to chiitd'@ducational costs, such as
school lunches
- February 1, 1962- Local Assistance Fund Approoreti
- February 1, 1962- Text of President’s Message @intliNew Agriculture Programs to
Congress
o Kennedy's speech focuses on the need to reduce aoedtmaintain farmers.
School lunches are mentioned briefly, in referetocéne need to keep commodity
costs low for these programs.
- March 5, 1962- Chicago Egg Prices Climb
o Government’s announcement that they would buy éggschool lunches and
needy institutions” led to an increase in the price
- March 12, 1962- Edward Kennedy Hints at Senate Bid
o0 One of the issues that Kennedy discusses is fedghaduch as school lunches, to
parochial schools, which he supports and doesel@ve to be unconstitutional
- March 12, 1962- Increasing Urged in Food for Peace
0o McGovern, director of Food for Peace, wants toease lunches for children
abroad.
- March 12, 1962- The Proceedings in Washington
o Info about McGovern and international school lureche
- March 31, 1962- Price Drop Doubted in Milk SuppOritt
o0 Only reference to school lunches was the progradapan
- April 6, 1962- US Food Reaches Brazil

18 Methods: These articles were found by enterings#gch term, “school lunch,” in the ProQuest
Historical Newspapers database. | only includeitlag that discussed the school lunch programsgatticipants. |
did not include articles that focused on schoothuworkers, such as job postings for school lunorkers or
articles on union disputes.
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April 10, 1962- Mayor’'s Budget Request
April 12, 1962- School Boards Reject New Aid
o0 A poll of school boards found that most rejected federal aid to public schools
o However, there was general approval of existingrams such as school
lunches, which the NYT characterized as “surprising
May 24, 1962- New Plan on School Integration Apgaby Powell Committee
o Article is mainly about desegregation, but it atsentions the committee’s
recommendation to remove the separate but equailsn from school lunches
and that more children from low-income familiesibeuded in the program
June 6, 1962- Bill for School-Lunch Aid to Depredgeaea Gains
0 House makes tentative approval of additional 1@ianilfor school lunches for
low-income individuals, the legislation would alstmange the funding formula to
be based on participation rather than number «f kid
June 10, 1962- 30 Million Children Aided by Food-feace Project
June 16, 1962- US Aids Pupils Abroad
July 4, 1962- US Buys Eggs to Ease Glut
0 US bought eggs to ease oversupply in market, eggs to school lunch program
July 15, 1962- The Nation; Shift in HEW
0 Article about change of directors of HEW
o Claims that one of the responsibilities of HEWhis 271 million dollar school
lunch and special milk program
July 20, 1962- Softer Farm Bill Passed by House
o Bill lessens the price controls for farmers, alst@ins a provision where surplus
crops can be sent to the school lunch programregigo countries
July 20, 1962- US Assails Coup in Peru, Halts AidgPam
August 18, 1962 Peru Junta Gets US RecognitioN\BuArms Aid
o Alliance for Progress program also restarted, wipidvides school lunches to
needy children in foreign countries
August 21, 1962- Peace Lunches Increase
August 29, 1962- Senate Adopts Samoa Bill
0 Senate adopts a bill that will expand the schaatuprogram to American
Samoa
August 31, 1962- Johnson To Warn Cyprus on Reds
0 School lunch programs of initiatives sent to Cyprus
September 1, 1962- City Study Shows. .
o Smaller article below states that the dept of ag prachasing turkeys to stabilize
price and distributing them to the school lunchgpamn
September 1 1962- Johnson Arrives for Athens Talk
0 Mention of the school lunch program in Cyprus
September 3, 1962- School Boards Shun Wide Fedeatal
0 School board surveys again show lack of supporeideral aid but support for
special programs such as school lunches
September 6, 1962- Italy to Get US Food
o Food to be used for school lunches
September 16, 1962- Caught in the Junior Rat Race
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0 Article about kids in suburbia, begins with exampldid given a fifty dollar bill
to pay for a 35 cent school lunch
September 18, 1962- Farm Bill Cleared- GOP WillhEily
o0 Mention of approval for overseas school lunchekhabill
September 22, 1962- U of Wis
o Article below notes that the senate passed theldhging the school lunch
formula to one based on participation, senate pagskree-year transition while
house had had a one-year transition
September 26, 1962- Farm Bill Sent to White House
o Again, provisions about school lunches overseadioreed. Kennedy expected to
sign bill, despite uniform republican opposition
September 29, 1962- Cento Ministers Meet with Rusk
0 School lunches mentioned in reference to humaanagfforts in foreign
countries
October 3, 1962- School Lunch Bill Gets Confereast Approval
0 Quick approval of two versions of bill to changeagion formula for school
lunches
October 8, 1962- Food News
0 Suggestions for mothers on packing interestinghulraxes
October 10, 1962- Far Right Groups Flourish in Bexa
0 Article about the far right, mentions conservatiggction of school lunches
October 16, 1962- Growers of Seed to Get 1.5 millio
0 Mentions to the funding of school lunch program #@adole as an outlet for
surplus perishable commodities
October 16 1962- Preparation Corner for School huidvised
o Is a suggestion for mothers on preparing schoaas
October 17, 1962- New School Plan Approved by Esgi
o Kennedy signs amendments that change apportiorfioremtla and gives extra
funding for school lunches in needy areas
October 20, 1962- US Buys Meat for Schools
o0 Government purchase over 7 million pounds of meas¢hool lunches and
assistance to needy persons
October 22, 1962- Reid and Church Vie to Succeenldydn 26" District
0 The republican candidate supported school lunchieswegh he did not support
expanded federal aid to schools
December 3, 1962- US to Help Brazil Improve Edwrati
o Alliance for Progress signed in Brazil, initiativeglude school lunch programs
1963
January 28, 1963 Fiscal Facts on Line
o Opposition was occurring to President Kennedy'gppsed budget, which
increased spending and decreased taxes, leadandeficit
o One of the issues that was mentioned in unifiecdbspion was that some
programs, such as school lunches, were seen asfuldetsome groups and
political necessary to others
February 26, 1963 Budget Cuts Asked by Businessijiéro
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o State chambers of commerce ask that the federgebadncluding “health,
space, school lunch, and public works and othegnaras” be cut to allow for tax
reductions

March 7, 1963 Kennedy Insists on Tax Reforms ad #eCuts

o Article follows a Kennedy speech on the budgetgésired a reform to the tax
plan as well as tax cuts. He also discussed thgdiwit recommendations; the
administration had considered cutting “school liexhnd aid to dependent
children” but decided to hold funding steady rattem increasing funding to the
programs

March 7, 1963 Text of President Kennedy's News €marice on Foreign and Domestic
Affairs

o Discusses ADC and school lunches together, chaizetehem as programs that

are “essential to a better life for our people”
March 28, 1963 10-Year Farm Aid Put at 9.6 Billion

0 The budget reports for farm aid from 1952-1962leut®.6 billion. 3.5 billion of

that expense came from the Section 32 Tariff Lad/sohool lunches
April 6, 1963 US to Start Buying Lard

o The US was buying lard to bolster prices, the {@otdild go to needy institutions

and school lunches
April 14, 1963 US Gains Found in Latin America

o The Alliance for Progress school lunches are dssdisThere is some concern
that the program encourages children to go to dehbat are led by Communist
teachers

April 16, 1963 Digest of Mayor’'s Budget Requests
o0 cites addition of 3.4 million free lunches and exgian of day care center lunches
as budget factor for city
May 1, 1963 Untitled
0 US sold excess milk to Japan at a reduced prictn@&r school lunch program
May 21, 1963 Ribicoff Offers School Aid Plan
o Part of his plan on private school was to proviglgetral funding for services such
as school lunches at private schools
June 22, 1963 3 Billion Budget Signed by Mayor
0 School lunches are listed as an income of neariyillbn per year for the city
July 4, 1963 Poultry Business Faces Drop

o Fear of drop in chicken prices. The article mergitrat depressed prices in 1961

were alleviated by selling to the school lunch paog
August 17, 1963 Pupils to Lunch on Turkey

o Gov announced that it would buy turkeys for scHonth program, no mention

of price drops
August 18, 1963 Persuasive Mister Ed Changes Nigédutlook on Peace Corps
0 Subject of article was first to persuade Nigeria¢oept school lunches from the
us
August 18, 1963 Stroessner Modernizing Paraguay
0 Mention of US providing school lunches in Paraguay
August 18, 1963 US Ships Fight for Milk Cargo, Terqiit as Part of Aid Program
o The milk involved is part of foreign school lunches
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August 25, 1963 1600 Negroes to Go to Virginia $tho
o Students going to private schools, issues of funtheir school lunches was
mentioned
August 29, 1963 2 Weeks Are Proclaimed
o Kennedy declares national school lunch week
September 7, 1963 Mints Work Overtime to Cut Cdiorfage
0 Mentions parents using change to give children mdoeschool lunches
September 13, 1963 US to Buy Cranberries
0 US buying cranberries to bolster prices, were bgiagn to “school lunches and
eligible public institutions”
September 19, 1963 School Aid in State Put at $783515
o0 A portion of that aid went to the school lunchgmam
September 27, 1963 Report Card on School Meals
o Atrticle mentions needy children, but focuses mareraddle-class children in the
school lunch program and discusses nutritionalezahd kids’ enjoyment of
meals. A white child is featured in the accompagyphotograph
September 27, 1963 School Lunch Recipe: Take 48R0pils and Fill Them Well
o0 Articles focuses more on needy children’s partitgain the NSLP. Claims that
half of school lunches in NYC are free lunches elagns that priority is given to
free lunch children.
October 4, 1963 Dinner Dance for Haiti
0 Proceeds from dance went to school lunches in Haiti
October 8, 1963 State Asks Budget of 1.1 BillionSchools, a 75 Million Rise
o0 12.5 million went to the school lunch program
October 20, 1963 Kentucky Miners: A Grim Winter
0 Article about the impoverished people of Kentuckyes
0 Mention of school lunches; they don’t exist in maayal schools because of lack
of facilities
Nov 14, 1963 Kentucky to Get Aid This Winter
o Emergency services to Kentucky included strengtigeni the school lunch
program
Dec 19, 1963 5 Held on Charges of Padding Paywolsthool Lunches
1964
January 1, 1964 Harlem Tenants Cope With Cold
0 Article is about extreme poverty in Harlem. The hthat the children get
through the school lunch is credited with theirlttea
January 5, 1964 US Food for Peace Act to Aid BiaziChildren
o International school lunch mentioned
January 15, 1964 Government’s Drive on Poverty Bhiiphasize Local Initiative
o Discussion of Johnson’s announcement of War on igwexpansion of school
lunch program to include breakfast was one of tiop@sed initiatives
January 19, 1964 To Help the Poor
o Discussion of the war of poverty, the issues ofkete of poverty and the cycle of
poverty. The expansion of school lunches to inclodakfasts is seen as part of
efforts to combat this.
January 20, 1964 Albany Awaits Budget Message
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o0 Among budget increases was a mandated increasadmf for the school lunch
program
January 22, 1964 Text of President’s Message om&ud
January 23, 1964 Text of Governor Rockefeller's #airBudget Message to State
Legislature
February 1, 1964 President’'s Message to Congremiag His Program for Agriculture

o Emphasis on use of school lunch program as antdatlagriculture. Also

emphasizes providing food to low-income areas
February 1, 1964 Rights Bill Opened in House

o Discussion of civil rights bill. Issue of southersdelieving bill threatened

federal funding for programs such as school lunches
February 8, 1964 Churchmen Back Some School Aid

o0 Issue of federal aid to parochial schools. Promestiergymen agree to support

federal aid to health and welfare programs sudtheol lunches
February 17, 1964 Food News: Balance Vital in DieTeen-Agers

0 Article focuses on poor nutrition, but the homeiemvment is focused as
solution. School lunches only mentioned as timemib@ys and girls are eating in
the same place

February 23, 1964 India’s Southland
o0 CARE school lunches seen as factor in good heélthitmren
February 24, 1964 Who Shall Integrate?

o0 Article claims that issues of Negro are not singiywed by integration; there are
larger social problems. Mention of school lunchesaly good meal for child in
Harlem

February 29, 1964 US Will Buy Beef in Move to BloCkirb on Imports

o Beef would go to school lunch and welfare programs
March 6, 1964 Washington Proceedings

o Freeman claims that all beef for school lunch paagis produced in US
March 8, 1964 Cattle Feeders Hit Senate vote

o Purchase of beef for school lunches part of goventis solution to
overproduction of domestic beef

March 23, 1964 Wagner Reports Poverty Afflicts @nEive Here

o0 Focuses of the article were that poverty persistpitle spending and that contrary
to beliefs, the majority of the poor were white.\w&ver, more large families who
were poor were non-white

March 29, 1964 Welfare Group Will Celebrate 1t&'5Gar
o Private charity has begun by serving school luntbegedy children before the
board of education provided the same purpose
April 1, 1964 School Lunches Face Check
o Testing of radioactivity levels in school lunchegiated
April 12, 1964 US is Buying Eggs to Support Prices

o Dept of Ag supposedly beginning to buy eggs toteolgrices. Eggs to go to

school lunch program
April 15. 1964 Pentagon Buying More Beef for US 8a®verseas

o Part of effort to bolster beef prices; beef purelsa®r school lunch programs

another part of the effort
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April 16, 1964 Digest of Mayor’'s Budget Request
April 26, 1964 School Foes Vie in Indianapolis
o0 One of the issues was previous administration fagowvealthier areas and
spurning available federal aid for school lunches
April 27, 1964 American Can Turns to Paper to Addfils
0 School lunches cited as potential source of préditpaper
May 17, 1964 US Aid and Health Il
o Article about success of the food for peace prognamdwide
May 19, 1964 Food Price Study Voted By Senate
o Study looks into pricing of marketing of food. Igsof falling beef prices and
subsequent government purchases for school lunsmesntioned
May 19, 1964 Rights Turnout Here Falls Short ofdeya’ Goal
0 As part of a protest for Negro rights and integnatiseveral Negro students
participated in a study-in at a white school whéey were treated hospitality and
ate school lunches
June 20, 1964 Actions by Senate
o Passage of civil rights legislation
o Article ends with mention of Gore amendment thatldjes the cut-off of federal
support for education programs, including schonthy for districts that do not
comply
July 3, 1964 Farm Agency Hits Beef Import Curb
o0 More issues over cattle prices and imports. Puebébeef for school lunches
mentioned
July 16, 1964 School Lunch Week Set
0 School lunch week set; focuses on the need forusdeautrition for school
children
July 30, 1964 Beef Bill Called Wrong Remedy
o State Department opposes efforts to control baeégthrough limiting imports;
efforts to stabilize prices through school luncinghases mentioned
August 4, 1964 US Buys Canned Cherries
0 Used to bolster prices, given to school lunch paogr
August 7, 1964 Vote Drive Urged by Urban League
0 Article links the civil rights movement and antizmoty efforts
August 25, 1964 Text of Democratic Party Platforid@mestic Section as Approved by
Committee
o Expansion of school lunches part of “rural Amerisattion rather than social
welfare portion of the platform
August 30, 1964 Japanese Show a Gain in Height
0 School lunch program cited as factor
September 10, 1964 Humphrey Pledges Aid for Ca#iem
0 Beef purchases for school lunches and needy fapbet of plan
September 25, 1964 Senate Approves 3.3 Billion RiaRoreign Aid
0 School lunch programs part of effort—food for tham US farms, part of US
farm price supports
October 6, 1964 Food News: An Address by Freeman
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o Freeman addresses overproduction of farmers aspaarhefficiency; says
school lunch program expanding but still has a teago
October 10, 1964 Garment District Greets Keating
o Candidate attacked as not being liberal due torakpesitions, including
opposition to free school lunch program
October 10, 1964 Mayor Attacks Pose of Keating
o Similar to previous article; opposition that was@tcterized as “unliberal”
because of opposition to programs included hous$ouyl stamps, free school
lunch, anti-poverty legislation, etc
October 11, 1964 Keating Mends Italian Fences
o Keating opposes many of the mayor’s claims, inelgdiis supposed opposition
to school lunches
October 12, 1964 Keating, Kennedy Show Agreemerilany Policies
o One area of agreement was their support of feddulab parochial schools for
school lunches
October 30, 1964 Canned Applesauce Sought
o No mention of the purchase being for price confrioésng purchased for school
lunch program
November 15, 1964 More School Lunches to India B@IFurnished by CARE
o Provisions come from surplus US stocks
November 18 1964 Spellman Urges Clear Council Stan8chool Aid
o Another article discussing federal support forgielis schools; school lunches
mentioned
November 19, 1964 2 Schools Test Frozen Lunches
0 Good general description of school lunches
o Children photographed from multiple races; howesaeschool with kids from a
variety of nationalities was purposefully selediedthe test
November 22, 1964 Brotherly. . . Love?
o0 Article on sibling rivalry, seems to be targetedipper crust, mention of school
lunch boxes
December 5, 1964 Rules to Enforce Rights Act Signed
o One of the issues that was mentioned was the ge@rahequal distribution to
Negroes of benefits under food stamps and schachlprogram
1965
January 1, 1965 Schools in South Face Loss of Aid
o School lunches were one of the services that weeatened if South didn’t
comply with Civil Rights legislation
January 9, 1965 US Aid is Pledged for Jersey Eggs
0 Aid included a pledge to increase the consumptfaeggs in the school lunch
program
January 10, 1965 Revolution in the Classroom
0 Suggestion of new program to distribute books iwledn who did not have
books at home, seen as similar to the school lpnagram
January 13, 1965 Washington: How to Be an Artfutl§er in a Good Cause
o Issue of federal aid to parochial schools, emplasisnpoverished kids in
Catholic schools, school lunches mentioned
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January 15. 1965 Johnson’s Message to Congresisi@gitHis 1966 Foreign Assistance
Program
0 Issue of communism versus freedom, school luncresgioned as part of anti-
communism effort
January 26, 1965 Text of President’s Message andratysis of Federal Budget of 99.7
million
January 30, 1965 Aid to Parochial School
February 7, 1965 Petronillo Learns to Write His am
o0 Article about aid and conditions of poverty in Garatla. The school lunch
program through CARE is mentioned
February 23, 1965 Roadblock to School Aid
o Powell withholding school aid legislation becauseoime limits would exclude
welfare recipients in NYC, constitutionality of s lunch program for parochial
schools mentioned
March 7, 1965 Schools in South Integrate to BaslafdUS Aid
o0 Thought that Negro children would be most hurt bthdrawal of school lunch
funds
March 13, 1965 Church-State Schools- Letter tdgti¢or
o Corrects Roadblock to School Aid’s portrayal of tdoastitutionality of school
lunches. Also addresses mechanisms of federalrigndi
April 1, 1965 President Hails Food-for Peace
o 40 million kids served through school lunch progsafocuses on it as an outlet
for surplus supplies
April 4, 1965 The Son of the Kingfish
o One of candidates initiatives under his uncle’segnbtorial reign was free school
lunches, which the article characterized as an Soltbol Louisiana Long
program”
April 7, 1965 Voice of Teenager Heard in Market
o0 School lunches one of expenses for teenagers
April 9, 1965 Johnson’s Cabinet Nearly Meets Press
o Cabinet meeting opened to the press. Freeman desfsod stamps, school
lunches and insects
April 10, 1965 Ervin Bid Raises School Aid Doubt
o Issue of federal funding to religious schools. Sttoenches one of programs that
would be funded.
April 15, 1965 Appalachia: Poverty, Beauty, Poverty
o0 Focuses on poverty in Appalachia. School lunch Enogs discussed, claims that
people are too proud to take free lunches
May 14, 1965 1.2 Billion Budgeted for City’'s Soctrvices
o school lunch program mentioned
May 14, 1965 Digest of Mayor’s Budget Message
May 26, 1965 Washington: The Push to the Left
0 Article about the upcoming Negro battle for econoexjuality
June 21, 1965 Summer Lunch Program
o0 Focus on the poverty element of school lunches geeprogram as anti-poverty.
No mention of crops.
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July 6, 1965 US Guide to List Helpful Agencies
o List of various welfare programs; school lunch peoyg listed as one of food
programs
July 7, 1965 Chicago Officials Warn on Schools
0 Notes that school lunch program is aimed at infesfoldren
July 17, 1965 Free Food Plan for Mexico Halts
0 Issues around Mexico’s selling of wheat to commiuciiéna leads to end of
donated supplies for school lunches from the US.
August 3, 1965 May A. Healy, 67, Aide to Teachers
o Woman was a lobbyist for various education issinediding school lunch
legislation
October 26, 1965 Initials of Children’s Fund Seeilinterlands of World
o0 Article about international relief efforts of UNyaluding provision of school
lunches in Guatemala
November 4, 1965 Chester, PA School Board to Cengidnch Rule
o The school board was considering a rule that reduatl children to pay for their
lunch, regardless if they brought a lunch from home
November 8, 1965 Johnson May Revise Food Aid Policy
o0 The revision of food aid policy would limit US digtution of food
internationally. Supplies of US surplus had dwinldle
November 12, 1965 Board Shifts Stand on School hesc
o0 The board overturned the rule that all children teagay for the school lunches,
even if they bring food from home. The board intedathat this decision might
force them to discontinue hot meals for poor cleifdr
November 23, 1965 Brooklyn Opens Ultramodern School
0 School is majority Negro. Has new methods of sgrViat school lunches
through a grant from the Ford Foundation
November 28, 1965 New Board Asked on City Colleges
o Organization had been instrumental in other edanagfforts, including free
school lunches
1966
January 25, 1966 Text of President’s Message aradlysis of Federal Budget
January 28, 1966 Millions Face Loss of Low-CostkMil
o Johnson recommends slashing the budget for thedlesjgecial milk program and
adding more funding in the school lunch programnfeedy children and children
in schools without school meal programs
February 5, 1966 M’'Namara Balks at Public Inquiry
o Argument made that if the school lunch programlmacut for the Vietnam war
effort then foreign aid could also be cut
February 17, 1966 Johnson Tells Educators US Muasti8 Vietnam
o Article mainly about Vietnam, but he also said is $peech that one of his
priorities for American education was an overhduhe school lunch system
March 2, 1966 School Food Plan Faces Stiff Fight
o Johnson’s proposed cuts to special milk programgaileith new focus on the
needy received a lot of disagreement in Congress
0 Some believed that it was simply a Vietnam ploy
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o0 Also opposition occurred because expansions fondegly resulted in cuts to the
regular school lunch program
March 17, 1966 Patton Quits Post with Farm Union
0 one of changes that new administration called fas vestoration of cuts to the
school lunch and milk plan
April 1, 1966 Transcript of President’s Messagd-oneign and Domestic Affairs
o Johnson complains that the congress reverseddustrens in special milk
program
0 Quote-“ 1 would like to have a million and a halfildren who have no school
lunch at all to have a school lunch before a rieni® child gets milk at a
subsidy”
April 16, 1966 Digest of Mayor Lindsay’s Budget Mege
April 20, 1966 Kennedy Assails Johnson’s PlanBiadget Cuts
o Kennedy claims that Johnson’s proposed cuts toranog, including school
lunches, hurt “particular the disadvantaged chiidsho live in the vast urban
ghettoes and the rural hollows of the nation”
April 20, 1966 Officials Doubt a Tax Rise in ‘66
0 The questions at a luncheon indicated “grassramibts about cutbacks in school
lunches, mixups in Medicare and rising grocerygsic
o Mother of 9 asked “with all the programs conceitigabn the poor, the young
and the aged, what can be done for the middle-eladsniddle-aged?”
April 23, 1966 House Panel Rebuffs Johnson on @uchool Lunch Aid
o Johnson’s proposed cuts to the school lunch arkipnigram were rejected
0 The cut to the milk program would have eliminateitkraubsidies for
approximately 80% of children
o Claims that Johnson’s budget proposal would gige fipport to the agricultural
sector, threatening the whole economy
April 27, 1966 Johnson Set back By House on Cufctwol Meals
0 The rejection of cuts to milk and lunch programsessby 366 to 23 as part of 6.9
billion agriculture appropriation bill
April 28, 1966 The Five Percent Budget-Cut Fiasco
o0 Republicans had called for an overall 5% budgetlmvever, this goal was
eliminated with the agricultural department apprajprns because members of
Congress believed that the milk and school lunclg@ms would be the most
vulnerable
May 1, 1966 The Nation: Nobody Wants to Make ThBsdget Cuts Now a Tough One
o Johnson’s cut to the school lunch programs vievgestiategic, to get congress to
up spending
0 “such programs tend to generate considerable pabimtion. Congressmen know
that their constituents are likely to bridle at tiea of cuts in funds to feed poor
American children, while the US simultaneouslyaeding the poor abroad”
May 8, 1966 House Republicans Will Press Help famfers
0 Attempted cuts to school lunch and milk programensas efforts to keep down
agricultural prices and an attempt by Johnson tekenfi@mers the scapegoat of
inflation
May 9, 1966 Johnson Supports Freeman’s Policy
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o Johnson'’s failed attempt to cut the school lunatigett mentioned

o ldea that Johnson was trying to make farmers altbershock of inflation by
reducing controls

May 10, 1966 President’s Proclamation

o Tribute to Truman, school lunch act mentioned asafrhis contributions to the

welfare of American people
May 25, 1966 Excerpts from Recommendations of WHaese Civil Rights Council
o Expansion of school lunches mentioned in sectiditles “restructure public
assistance and related welfare programs”
June 28, 1966 Dry Milk Going to Japan
0 US selling milk to Japan at reduced cost for teelrool lunch program
June 30, 1966 Breakfast Plan for Pupils Gains

0 Breakfast program had initially been suggesteddimdon as a substitute for cuts
in school lunch and milk program.

o Congress instead added the program on

o Indicates that a large portion of the federal supfow school lunch goes to
buying surplus agricultural commodities

o Price supports for milk were also increased

July 3, 1966 Poor Regain Jobs in Philadelphia

o One of services that was provided to the poor @sgd®EO programs was

school lunches
July 13, 1966 Washington Proceedings

0 Appropriations committee of Senate approved alibbibgriculture bill, rejecting

the attempt to slash school lunch program
July 16, 1966 Senate Votes Funds for Farm Programs

o Another article about appropriations bill

o Fact that school lunch cuts were rejected mentioned

o Food stamps budget also mentioned; characterizéat #se “needy” while
school lunches was not

July 23, 1966 US to Buy Turkeys

0 US to buy turkeys to raise prices, turkeys willgneen to the school lunch

program
July 31, 1966 School Lunch Week Proclaimed
August 7, 1966 New Direction in the US: Right?

o Predicts that the US could move to the right inarping elections because of
displeasure with the economy, Vietnam, the war @repty and the extremism of
civil rights movement

o Article disagrees with conservatives who suppottedincrease in school lunch
program funding

August 14, 1966 Education: Still Church vs. Stat&chools
o Federal support for private school lunches mentione
August 30, 1966 US Analyses Said to Cheat Farmers

o Congressman Quie claims that US cheated farmerbaHreviously accused
the country of keeping farm prices down by tryingtit back on the school lunch
and milk program

September 17, 1966 All White Private School Operisouisiana
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0 Because of boycotts, the public school’s schoattuprogram was not

functioning
October 6, 1966 House Votes an Extension of Sclid&lProgram

0 School breakfast program was introduced but 3586fmillion billion went to

school milk program
October 10, 1966 Scarsdale Split on School Lunch

o0 About the desire for Scarsdale parents to allowhuet the schools; does not
indicate that they want a program but that theytwehiidren to be allowed to
bring their lunches to schools because of dangdratf&c and mother’s volunteer
commitments

October 12, 1966 Johnson Signs Bill to Provide Méal Needy Pupils
o Passage of the Child Nutrition Act, focuses maonythe act’s role as a measure
for the hungry
October 23, 1966 Dirksen Appraises the Great Spciet
o Highly critical of Great Society, school lunch pram included as part of this
October 23, 1966 Catholic Pupil Aid Stirs Philadhe#p
o Approval of government funding for school lunchesntioned
November 6, 1966 Food-makers Get Profit Nutrition

0 Article about the growth of processed and frozesd&industries. The growth of
the school lunch program (6%) and their turn towgmbcessed foods was
mentioned

November 6, 1966 Pre-school ‘Irrelevance’

0 Article about the need for education to be in towdn the community. Need for
administrators not to treat the school lunch proges an ‘afterthought’ because
of the problem of nutrition

o Focuses on an inner-city setting, mentioning Harder Spanish immigrants

November 7, 1966 Chile at Critical Point of Revadat
0 US support of Chilean school lunches mentioned
November 13, 1966 Turkey and Trimming Likely to Chkore This Year

o One of the reasons for the rising turkey prices thaggovernment’s removal of

turkeys from the market for the school lunch progra
December 17, 1966 US Will Assist Citrus Industry

0 Made plans to purchase citrus to bolster pricesu€would be used for the

school lunch program
December 28, 1966 US to Give More to School Lunches

o Department of Agriculture planned to give more camdity donations in the
second half of the year because this was when stiradh programs ran into the
greatest issues

1967
January 24, 1967 Freeman Vows to Act on DippingrHarices
o Freeman again concerned by dips in farm prices;geag) to purchase more
food for school lunch programs and programs forfavelrecipients
January 25, 1967 25.6 Billion in Aid to Poor ListedJS Programs
o No racial element to the story
0 School lunches listed as one of existing prograsnshie poor
January 25, 1967 Text of President’s Budget Message
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January 26, 1967 Interfaith Leaders Seeking Ways/tod Controversy in Albany
o Another article about state aid to parochial school
February 9, 1967 Text of President Johnson’s Speasage to Congress on Children
and Youth
o One of Johnson’s suggestions was to expand thé jprmgram to preschools
0 Besides this, school lunches are oddly left odtisfentire address
March 18, 1967 Children’s Meal Plan Held Up
0 House agriculture committee was postponing decisioexpanding school lunch
program to group homes
March 19, 1967 Study Here Finds Living Cost Gains
0 Increased school lunch costs one factor in rise
April 14, 1967 Johnson Offers Technological PrgjdotLatins
o Expansion of school feeding program included
April 14, 1967 Text of Johnson’s Speech at UrugGanference
April 15, 1967 Johnson Hails Conference
June 7, 1967 House Votes to End Cropland Aid
0 Reduction seen as measure to allow more food to §eetnam and prevent
starvation in Asia
0 Program would put more land in production
o Lack of food for school lunch program seen as faictdegislation
June 14, 1967 Dominicians Find Economic ProgresaiGg Slowly
August 17, 1967 Johnson Calls on Senate to Pakbfaan Aid
0 References the civil disorders of the summer anatwan be done to address
them. School lunches not major part of articleaut of aid request breakdown
August 21, 1967 Putting First Things First
0 Article claims that school lunches are “scarcelgtooversial and only
peripherally related to the current racial unrest”
August 29, 1967 Letter to the Editor
0 Related to parochial school funding controversy
August 31, 1967 School Lunch Week Set
October 8, 1967 School Lunch Drive Asked
o Drive focused on expanding programs to needy amldr
October 15, 1967 De Gaulle Urging Birth Rate Rise
o France’s president urging rise in birth rate byedffg incentives, such as cheaper
school lunches, to families with more children
October 18, 1967 Indian Sees End of Food Shortage
0 Notes the help of school lunch programs to childreimdia
October 27, 1967 Supports of Aid to Parochial S&h@all Ad Inaccurate
October 28, 1967 New York Trouble Over ‘Blaine’
o Another article about aid to parochial schools
November 4, 1967 Students in Church Schools Gen$iBion a year in Federal Aid
November 5, 1967 New York Vote
o Parochial school aid for school lunches mentioned
November 8, 1967 Parts of Defeated Charter May &eaged and Put on Later Ballots
o Elections demonstrated public support for aid taphkial schools
o School lunches mentioned
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1968
January 3, 1968 Kennedy Interrupts Ski Trip to Misdian Reservation
o Discovered that weekly school lunch costs werarstrg families’ budgets
January 29, 1968 Few Lose Jobs as Attrition RedGoegrnment Spending
0 The agriculture department cut school lunch progogrs.8 million, but it was
the smallest dollar cut in their department
March 6, 1968 House Votes an Extension of SchoachuProgram
o0 School lunches expanded to day-care centers fecipoelers in low-income
areas
March 6, 1968 The Proceedings in Washington
o Another mention of House bill; includes that thi &xtended the free breakfast
program in impoverished areas
March 28, 1968 School Board Learns Some Basic Ho@mso
0 School board discovered way to open cans of pdauritgr from government that
were used as part of school lunch program
April 17, 1968 Women'’s Panel Charges School Lunadgfam Ignores Needy
0 Article on Committee on School Lunch Participat®book
0 NAACP Legal Defense and Education Fund were puraitayv-suit aimed to
improving the inadequeacies of the school lunclyzm
April 18, 1968 Senate Approves Pilot School LuntmP
o Program to expand breakfast program and providésmea&hildren in preschools
in poor areas was passed by senate despite disappsoSenate Agriculture
Committee
o Ellender of Agriculture Committee opposed the meass one that turned the
program into a “welfare program”
April 19, 1968 City School Lunch Program Will Beddussed By Panel
o It was noted that program had special significanalisadvantaged areas; no
mention of race
April 23, 1968 High Court Scans Private Pupil Aid
May 6 1968 Free Lunch—For Some
0 Appears to be editorial sparked by committee omalchinch participation report
o Focus on poor children and children in slums amdlror urban schools
o0 No overt mention of racism
May 9, 1968 Johnson Signs Food Bill
o Johnson signs appropriations of 96 million to stateset up or expand pilot food
programs
o No mention of demographics (targeting poorer are@3,
May 23, 1968 March’s Leaders Oust Youth Gangs
o Article about Resurrection City and the activitigsgang members and various
problems that they were encountering
o One of the only political activities mentioned wamarch to the capitol to obtain
an open hearing on the food stamp and school Ipradram before the House
Education and Labor Committee
May 30, 1968 Funds for Poor Freed by Senate
o Amendment expanding food relief through commoditissribution and school
lunch program passed the senate narrowly
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June 3, 1968 Text of Rustin Call for Rally in Sugpsf Poor
o Bayard Rustin was coordinator of Poor People’s Gagm
o0 Opposes major subsidies to wealthy farmers whdeatf 3 poor children don’t
get a free school lunch
June 9, 1968 Freeman Criticized on Nutrition
0 Letter to the editor from a nutritionist in resperie Freeman'’s criticism of CBS
documentaryHunger in America
o Criticizes his being a lobbyist for special farmmgups rather than a proponent
of nutrition
June 15, 1968 Poor People’s Leaders Expect ExtensioPermits for Camp
o The group’s goals were outlined, which includeduanber of food initiatives,
including an expansion of the number of free schaathes
June 19, 1968 Proceedings in Washington
0 House Education and Labor approved an additionalnilion for the school
lunch program
June 23, 1968 Hunger is Not for Quibbling
0 Article about the CBS documentaiunger in Americavery favorable of the
documentary and very critical of the DepartmenAgficulture and Secretary
Freeman
o Does connect the documentary to the events in Ratiom City
June 23, 1968 Reuther Plans Food Watch
o President of United Auto Workers planned a watchgiogip to make sure that
food was distributed appropriately to the needy
June 30, 1968 Poor People’s Drive Makes Gainss kaiReach Goals
0 One of successes was a potential increase in apgiops for the school lunch
program
July 2, 1968 House Votes Funds for School Lunches
0 House increased appropriations by 100 milliongtishs one of goals of Poor
People’s Campaign; needy were identified as majget
o Passed with little opposition
July 7, 1968 Federal Food Programs
0 Letter to the editor by Orville Freedman in respotsJean Mayer’s report
July 7, 1968 The anger and problems and sicknegqdoor of the whole nation were in
this one shantytown: Resurrection City
0 Long article/essay about the events and activitié&esurrection City, including
their lobbying for school lunches
July 8, 1968 A Victory For Hungry Children
o Editorial praising the House’s passage of an auteti 100 million for the school
lunch program; notes that the battle for schoottuis far from finished
July 21, 1968 14 States Forfeit US Help to Poor
0 Article cites states not taking or using federaheyfor programs, mainly AFDC
and also the school lunch program, to aid the pdequately
July 22, 1968 Week’s Votes in Congress
o Ellender amendment replaced Javits amendment fimostunch appropriations;
increased appropriations but less so than Javstsdhave
July 26, 1968 School Lunches Backed
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0 House and Senate passed additional 59 milliondeoa lunch funds for needy
children
Aug 27, 1968 Key Planks of Democratic Platform Azteel by Convention Platform
Committee
0 Expansion of free meals to needy children partiaffgrm
September 3, 1968 Suburban School Face Big Citlyl&rts
o0 Some of these problems included the eliminatiosctibol lunch programs due to
budgetary concerns
October 31, 1968 Bronx Contest Pits Young Challedgginst Scheuer
o Fight to gain votes in a district with more PudRican and black voters; one of
the candidates initiatives had been expansionta@ddunch program
November 20, 1968 US Sued for Rise in Food for Poor
o Group of lawyers funded through anti-poverty gramisd the federal government
to gain food program changes that the Poor Peo@la’spaign had been unable
to achieve previously
o0 The group was seeking to distance themselves fnenPbor People’s Campaign
SCLC saying they had “the same goals but diffenegtthods”
December 3, 1968 School Lunch Purchases
0 Agriculture department resuming purchases of grdaeef and corn for the
school lunch program
December 10, 1968 1.34 Billion Budget Asked for &b
o Decentralized method was introduced for NYC schdbis could result in
increased costs for some programs, including sdooches
December 14, 1968 US Moves to Spur School Lunch Pla
o0 New funding formula introduced that would encourlgespread of school lunch
program to cover more poor children
1969
January 9, 1969 Freeman Urges Drive on Hunger
o Freeman tells Senate panel that another 1 billoridcend problem of hunger
0 Mentions that school lunches compromise aboutdfdtiod programs now
0 There is opposition to expanded food programs hytt&wn conservatives, who
do not support the transition of farm price corgna welfare programs
January 22, 1969 Excerpts from Rockefeller's Mesgad egislature Asking a Trimmed
Budget
January 29, 1969 Board Publishes City School RiaB0 Districts
o Administration of school lunches mentioned
January 29, 1969 Hungry Americans
o Editorial argues that in order to combat nutritiagricultural policies designed to
keep prices high need to be abandoned
January 31, 1969 Mayor Will Seek New Fire Engine
o Convenience food kitchens being installed in 356hans throughout the city
February 2, 1969 Malnutrition “The Morbid Chain Mige Broken”
o Discussion of Senate hearings on issues of matioutri
o Race not mentioned, but Mississippi a center afigoc
o Complaint that programs such as school lunchegdedifor agriculture rather
than the poor



Parsons 73

0 Article begins with McGovern’s dismay
February 6, 1969 Federal Food Aid
0 Letter to the editor
0 Argues that immediate action is needed to combagyéu
o Cites the US Commission on Civil Rights claimingttivelfare recipients are not
receiving food stamps; claims that most schoolidistdo not offer school lunch
February 7, 1969 Governor Details Federal Food Plan
o0 One of efforts was to eliminate the inclusion di@al lunch payments in welfare
plans because students were receiving lunch free
February 14, 1969 Student’s Ouster Backed by Judge
0 Student distributed disruptive underground scheglgp in his school lunch room
February 21, 1969 McGovern Asks Lunch Aid
0 McGovern asks that school lunches be exempt frawti off of federal aid for
Southern school due to Civil Rights issues
February 21, 1969 Nixon Aides Plan Free Food farfo Carolina
o0 Article focused on food stamps in South CarolinAACP featured as part of
effort
0 School lunches mentioned as part of funding iseud¢hie new program
February 24, 1969 The Hungry Are Heard
o lIssue of agricultural policies not being helpfulgmor, school lunches mentioned
March 4, 1969 7 Youths Seized in School Melee
o Negro students arrested in fight that broke owicimool cafeteria
March 14, 1969 Lindsay Warned on School Budget
o Economies in operation of school lunch program phproposed budget cuts
March 18, 1969 1 Billion Sought to Attack Hunger
o Initiatives included consolidation of school luncaycare and breakfast programs
o No mention of race, but call to place issue of lerrapove politics
March 23, 1969 Hunger and Politics: Democrats aeguRlicans Argue About Who
Cares Most
0 “prejudice” in some more conservative countiesctite reason of failure of
programs including school lunches
March 28, 1969 Jersey City Gets a “Mom Squad” feliljuents
o No mention of race, belief that presence of momdaces like school lunch
rooms will reduce delinquency
April 4, 1969 School Lunch Cut is Weighed by CityHace of Budget Gap
o Other issues weighed were rise in real estateMaxlicaid and welfare had been
cut in addition to school lunches
April 6, 1969 Does Robert Finch Have A Soul?
0 Long article about Robert Finch, Nixon’s Secretaiy{AEW
April 16, 1969 Text of Mayor Lindsay’s Message Sttimg City’'s 6.6 Billion Expense
Budget
April 18, 1969 City Faces Delay on Food Stamps
0 Budgetary problems reason for delay
0 Article also mentions that DC was developing praggdor school lunches in
summer recreation centers and WIC; New York waskthg of instituting similar
programs
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April 19, 1969 PS 39 in Harlem Picketed by ParémtS hird Day
o0 Issues of racism reasons for picket; children séithe for free school lunch and
were seen taking extra food away
April 21, 1969 Rockefeller to Ask Anti-Hunger Bill
o New bill mainly focuses on increases to food staam$ aid to welfare recipients;
a cut to the school lunch program for welfare riggifs was part of legislation
May 8, 1969 More City Funds Seen for 3 Units
0 Some racism towards the poor who were protestitgseen (Spanish speaking,
note of accents, etc); one complained of poor ddonoches
May 9, 1969 The Council’'s Budget Magic
o Characterizes school lunches as a vital aspebtieoivar on hunger
0 Expresses desire that council can stop proposedaueity budget
May 13, 1969 50 % Realty Tax Cut for Elderly Due ¥wote Today
o Desire to restore cuts to school lunch program roeed
May 20, 1969 In Its Final Hours, School Board GiRzsse to Food Aides
0 School lunch workers given raise
May 21, 1969 Restoration of 79 Million to City Buetgs Assured
May 24, 1969 Hunger Reports Scored in House
o FBIl and House committee attempts to undercovercinacies irHunger in
AmericaandHunger USA
0 Also approved more money for programs includingostfunches
o0 Also ended the school milk program and channeledaydor food programs for
needy
May 25, 1969 The 80 Million Misunderstanding
0 Money returning to school lunch programs mentioned
May 28, 1969 Farm Aid Ceiling Revoted in House
0 Republicans are against farm subsidies while deat®support it
o lIssue of farmers getting money while food programesnot able to provide for
hungry
May 31, 1969 Inadequate Nutrition: A Classless b
0 Type A school meals seen as model for good nutritio
June 1, 1969 Farms: An Attack on Big Subsidies Kidp Storm
o0 Another article about the cuts to subsidies fomfars; this cut is linked with
increases to school lunch program and aid to needy
June 1, 1969 Members of Hadassah Volunteer to Amll$as Homework
0 Hadassah is a women'’s Zionist organization; worlkiagchool lunch volunteers
as part of their efforts to assist poor children
June 6, 1969 Bias Against Welfare Children is Regubr
0 Bias in programs including the school lunch programeported by mothers;
reports are coming from Harlem
June 9, 1969 New School Board Warns of “DisasteBudget Cut
o One of things that may be cut is 1/3 cut to frdeost lunch program for needy
June 11, 1969 Board of Education Refuses to TakeriEOne Step Backward” Because
of Budget Reductions
o0 One of promises is that all needy children will gethool lunches
June 12, 1969 Threat to Schools
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o Editorial about previous article; believes thatestiervices besides education
need to be cut, but believes that school boardsieedork with budget also
June 20 1969 US Lunch Plan Scored in Study
o Ford Foundation report attacked school lunch ogliriAmerica’s most
persistent food scandal”
o lIssue of lunches not being delivered to poor
August 7, 1969 New Hampshire’s Poor
o0 Letter to the editor, race not mentioned, but sthowhes grouped with welfare
and food stamps
August 8, 1969 High Cost Placed on Ending Hunger
0 4 billion estimated to end hunger
o food commodities, food stamps and school lunch ramgnentioned
August 12, 1969 Poverty in Passaic
o0 Letter to the editor; argues that the Board of Edioa’s cuts to free school lunch
program hurt the poor and the black.
o0 “Many black and Puerto Rican children come to sthothout breakfast and get
no lunch”
September 6, 1969 In City’s Schools. Increasing hlers of Hot Lunches Start in a
Freezer
o Cites ethnic diversity in school lunches; Negro&ntioned, but other ethnic
groups are also. Photo shows children in Chinatown
September 11, 1969 Rockefeller Seeks Relief fopiials
0 Rockefeller does not respond to Lindsay’s callréstoration of state aid for
school lunches
September 11, 1969 US Aide Suggests School Lureshflor Feeding Aged
September 13, 1969 Governor Seeks a Surplus ofiisriMn Budget
September 14, 1969 White House Food and HealtleyariTrouble
o Participants in White House conference on nutritresiuded representatives from
NAACP and SCLC
September 17, 1969 Lunch Plan in City Schools Treal
0 Threat of having to cut the free lunch program bif h
o Free lunch program characterized as “program wégckies children from
welfare families and others in need”
September 18, 1969 Lunch Program Under Fire
o0 White House conference on nutrition criticizes skkbhool lunch program for not
reaching 2 of 3 schoolchildren
September 19, 1969 School Lunch Price Goes Up 1@sCe
0 Reasons for increase include salaries for schaghlworkers and increased food
costs
September 20, 1969 Welfare Charges Rebutted By City
0 Interesting article about Lindsay dropping blackd uerto Ricans off welfare
rolls for political purposes, school lunches bamgntioned though
September 30, 1969 Washington Proceedings
0 Senate heard testimony that only 1/3 of poor ceiideached by school lunch
program
October 6, 1969 Schools Lunch Up 16c to 45c toGitay
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o Similar to previous article; free lunches againrelsterized as going to welfare
recipients and other needy children who qualify
October 15, 1969 Daily Products Bill Favored
o Bill would provide dairy products for school lunahd other programs
October 15, 1969 Hadassah Widens Efforts to Aidddgipdivileged Children
o No mention of race, welfare, etc in the article
November 21, 1969 State Unit Offers School-Aid Blan
o lIssue of school lunches in private schools beind foa by federal benefits
November 23, 1969 Panels Planning White House Cemée on Nutrition Urge
Substantial Cash Aid to Poor
o Other recommendations included more money for ddhaches and transfers of
food stamps, commodities and school lunch to HEW
November 28, 1969 Pupil Lunch Program Held DeficiarAiding the Poor
o Political games blamed for school lunch programfalfifling its mission of
providing lunches to poor children
December 2, 1969 Nixon and Hunger: Parley Callest ®2Commitment
0 Main goals of White House conference were guaraoft@@nimum income of
poor, expansion of exiting programs such as foathps and expansion of school
lunch programs to include poor
December 3, 1969 Text of President Nixon’s Speechd White House Conference on
Food, Nutrition and Health
o Photo features Jean Fairfax, black head of NAA@RIIservices and director of
the conference
December 7, 1969 Cities Look in Vein For a Lifeline
0 Mentions issues of American cities; issue of mopeng diverted from school
lunches (some confusing state/city funding thirstate of negroes in inner city
mentioned, but not in relation
December 9, 1969 Transcript of the President’s Newsference on Foreign and
Domestic Affairs
o Question of why Nixon was lobbying against foochgbeand school lunch
program bill that were stuck in the house; Nixoyssthat conference’s
recommendations would result in tax increases foeAcans
December 11, 1969 NEA Urges Nixon to Free MoneySinool Lunches
o Based on recommendations from White House conferemged emergency
money for school lunches, also urged transfer inches to HEW
December 12, 1969 Orange Crop Dip in Florida Seen
0 Juice bought for school lunch program to raisegpatcFlorida oranges
December 15, 1969 Free Lunches Missing
o Cites discrimination and humiliation of children fsae lunches; sees lunch
program as failure to translate federal money fecéize programs
December 25, 1969 Governor Pledges 17 Million teeS&ee School Lunches
December 25, 1969 Quotation of the Day
o0 Quotation from Jean Fairfax on the costs of inargaschool lunch program—-it
will cost what it will cost”
December 25, 1969 White House Acts to Provide MieaMore Pupils
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0 Rule allows private school lunch companies to pgevunches, touted as
potentially increasing the number of lunches torpochildren
December 26, 1969 New Plan for School Lunches
o Editorial praises new initiative to allow privaterapanies to serve to poorer
children, but calls for more changes to increasesfiread of school lunches
December 30, 1969 In The Nation: Whispering Hope
0 Sees Nixon'’s plan to provide private meals to sttgléo expand school lunch
program part of effort to reach out to black Amans
1970
January 8, 1970 Excerpts from Governor Rockefalladdress at the Opening of the
Legislature
o Rockefeller wants to establish a breakfast prog@mshildren in inner-city
schools
January 9, 1970 Welfare March on Albany Set Up
0 Free school breakfasts and lunch part of demandsidsy mothers in march
January 15, 1970 Rockefeller Asks Fund for Harlem
o Part of money Rockefeller asked for was for schaath program
January 15, 1970 Book of the Times: Seven Milliambiry Children
0 Review of Nick Kotz’sLet Them Eat Promises
o Described as a sort of unhappy birthday card faKM
January 20, 1970 Citizens Committee Exerts Strafigdnce in Childcare Plans
o Citizens Committee is organization of women whoeaneoking into
inadequacies of school lunches, including lackagflities and increased price
o Photo has black women and one white woman, unifleaganization was
primarily white or black
January 20, 1969 Excerpts from Rockefeller's Mesgaghe Legislature Asking a
Higher Budget
January 21, 1970 Mothers Disrupt HEW Hearing
o Group of welfare mothers stormed hearings, amonganieled services were
more free lunches and daycares
February 3, 1970 Poverty: Poor People Will Get Maic But Federal Emphasis
Changes
0 One aspect of the program will provide additionain@y to school lunches which
should cover free school lunches for all poor aleitd
February 6, 1970 2 Business Groups Hit State Budget
o0 Business groups claim that revenues are not alaifabrecent state budget
allocations like additional money for school lunshe
February 15, 1970 Education: New Battle Over thearid Amendment
February 17, 1970 Assembly Votes Repeal of Blaine
February 21, 1970 Washington: For the Record
0 Senate passed an extra 30 million for school lusiclvich was running out of
money
February 24, 1970 Senate Amends Pupil-Lunch Bill
0 Legislation would do a number of things, includexpand breakfast program,
expand eligibility for free lunch, allow federal\ygrnment to take over poorer
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counties programs and force states to report ondspg for school lunch
programs
February 25, 1970 Senate Broadens School Lunch Aid
o0 Legislation discussed in previous article passetlup national standards for free
and reduced lunches for the first time
February 25, 1970 Washington For the Record
0 Passage of Senate lunch legislation
February 27, 1970 Washington For the Record
0 House passed by voice extra 30 million for schooth program
March 2, 1970 This Week’s Votes by Area Member€oigress
o Roll-call for previous senate legislation—resultsrevall yeas and some non-
voting for local politicians
March 4, 1970 State Seen Aiding Church Schools
March 14, 1970 Washington For the Record
o0 President Nixon signed previously discussed letiisia
March 17, 1970 Cahill Planning Program To Aid ParatSchools
March 22, 1970 Why Can’'t We Just Give Them Food?
0 Long, detailed article about food programs andrtf@e in ending hunger
March 27, 1970 Albany Approves Budget Cut of 117libh
April 25, 1970 Report on Hunger in US to Be Releas®nday
0 Report released timed with welfare reform and Heauzation of school lunch
and food stamp programs
April 26, 1970 Letter to the Editor
o From Jean Mayer, only half of letter present butlaies that more can be done
for school lunch reform but progress is being made
April 28, 1970 Study Links Malnutrition and Poverty
0 Senate committee agreed to liberalize school lygnogram and its provision of
free and reduced lunches to needy children
May 3, 1970 School Lunch Plan Expanded by Senate
0 Senate expands free and reduced lunches to pdeeetychildren as part of war
on hunger, no mention of welfare
May 5, 1970 Bill for Free School Lunches is Senktwon by House
May 15, 1970 Washington: For the Record
o President signed school lunch act
May 17, 1970 Taller and Huskier Young JapaneseAitrdbuted to Increase of Protein
in Diet Since World War |l
o Dietary benefits added partially by the installatmf the government-run school
lunch program
May 26 1970 Survey Condemns School Lunches
o Citizens Committee complains of low quality of sohlunches, calls for free
lunches to be extended to all to avoid stigmatiratand asked for institution of
free breakfasts
May 29, 1970 Costs Trim US Donations of Meat fon&d Lunches
o Rising costs of meat lowered donations of meahéostchool lunch program
June 22, 1970 Churchmen Plan All-Faith Parley
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o One of the activities of these church groups waghterhood campaigns for
school lunch programs for needy children
June 22, 1970 Governor, 2 Rivals Help Dedicate stadCenter
o0 State aid to church schools mentioned
July 19, 1970 Number of Defeated Budgets for SchBobps Sharply
o Reasons for fewer defeated budgets theorized taxpayers realization that
budget cuts can’'t be made without cutting prograoth as school lunches or
transportation
July 26, 1970 Parochial School Desegregation Aske@atholics in Louisiana
o Fact that parochial schools use federal fundshimigs such as school lunches
used in black Catholic’s push for desegregatiopawbchial schools
September 27, 1970 Now It's Welfare Lib
o long article on welfare and NWRO; mentioned scHoonthes
October 11, 1970 School Lunch Hearing Set
o0 Senate planned to have a hearing reviewing natsstedol lunch program
October 16, 1970 President Is Meeting Delay on &e@ Reforms
o Noted a large increase in the food outlays for lenmgcause of liberalized food
stamp and school lunch programs
November 13, 1970 Nixon Denounced on Hunger Policy
o White House opposed southern, conservative criic elaimed that efforts on
hunger policy were moving backwards rather thawéods
November 15, 1970 It started with Elridge Cleatlee: Panther Paradox
0 Review of bookA Liberal’s Dilemmawhich discusses the difficulty that the
black panthers despite “all their talk of schoaldh programs and self-defense”
threatened to tear down the wall on white liberals
November 26, 1970 McGovern Scores Lunch Program
o Criticism by McGovern of Nixon’s failure of his pmase to provide free school
lunches to all children by Thanksgiving
December 8, 1970 Letters to the Editor
0 Letter voices opposition to military build-up owee funding of school lunches
for hungry children
December 25, 1970 Children’s Food Aid Report Impdri
o0 Nixon suggests dropping breakfast and out of schuma@h program from the
federal budget
1971
January 24, 1971 Should They Be Totally Involved i@hild’s Life?: Role of the
Schools
o Disagreements over spread of breakfast prograrchimods; idea that it is crossing
boundaries of education into welfare
o The Negro member of the council was also agairsptbgram, claiming that the
school lunch program had been a failure and priedi¢hat this would be too
January 30, 1971 Big Urban Poverty Programs Woel&Bifted to Localities
o Change in the funding formula; school lunch noegatized as one of the
“controversial” programs
January 30, 1971 Office of Economic OpportunitpéoRiddled but Not Scuffled
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0 Main poverty programs that were seeing increagbegrghan decreases were anti
hunger programs, these programs included food stamg free/reduced lunches
February 4, 1971 US Lunch Aid Cut Off in 92 Distsié\cross Nation
o Districts that failed to provide free lunches byagi date cut off from funding; no
particular regional or racial pattern to these affs-
February 5, 1971 Administration Making Signific&sins in Anti-Hunger Drive
0 Increases in food aid to the needy, including twostlunches, driven by
congressional liberals; article mentions mainlypabo would be white
February 15, 1971 Code to Be Sought On Food Ad$\WWBhows Aimed At Children
February 15, 1971 Peanut Butter Can Help Hold Butdiggether
o In article geared towards housewives, peanut battdrelly described as old
school lunch stand-by
February 18, 1971 President Presents Foreign AmbRe
0 One aspect was provision of school lunches in Brazi
February 27, 1971 Mayors Bid State Raise School Aid
o0 Budget crises forcing schools, (one in Yonkers noget) to consider ending
programs such as school lunches
March 3, 1971 Nixon Aides Defend Hunger Drive Role
0 Article on the success/limits of Nixon’s role onnger. Article reports number of
subsidized lunches served (6.4 million) rather tteaal lunches
March 9, 1971 Report Asks Nixon to Enlarge Budgddrive on Hunger
o Language of “subsidized” school lunches used agaticle reports on follow-up
white house hunger conference that calls for monel$
April 12, 1971 Small Share For Education
o Editorial on funding issues; federal, state, loett,
April 13, 1971 Backers Say Plan. . .
o Critics of business tax cut plan suggest schoathes as one of the ways that
revenue could be spent
May 2, 1971 School Lunch Hearings Set
May 5, 1971 Badillo Says US Programs Are Exclud?ugrto Ricans
o Discrimination against Puerto Rican migrants citedielfare, school lunches,
health, etc
May 12, 1971 25% of School Lunches Free or at CigeR
o Reasons for increase include new poverty guidelmeischanges to legislation
May 18, 1971 Washington: For the Record
0 House approves 150 million for free or reducedgschool lunch
June 3, 1971 A School Board Upheld By Court
June 18, 1971 Many in Appalachia Hungry DespiteAlI3
0 Notes that school lunch program still excludesrhiBion poor children
nationwide
June 29, 1971 Separating Church From State
July 10, 1971 Lunch Money
o Editorial rejects the federal proposal that the m@mfeeding program wouldn’t
expand from 600,000 to 2 million kids because ahimistrative problems
(money had been allocated); cites the need totiaadry children
July 26, 1971 Vending Industry Is Widening Its Homs
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0 Notes that the school lunch program had been r¥sallow vending machines
and food service companies to participate
August 13, 1971 Defeat on Funds Upsets Ramapo
0 One of measures that was voted down was schodh fiumzs, which caused an
increase in prices and an elimination of free lwscfor 700 children
August 25, 1971 Wage Price Answers
0 School lunch prices were affected by the 90 dayeAage freeze
August 30, 1971 Federal School Lunch Plan Failddlp 1.9 Million Poor Pupils
September 4, 1971 School Lunch Cuts Feared
o Georgia Senator Talmadge wrote to President Nikahriew regulations for
school lunch program would prevent some districiefparticipating and
providing food for the needy
September 6, 1971 Feeding Hungry Children
o Editorial finds the 1.9 million children still hungunacceptable; criticized
matching formulas that hurt programs in poor statascized fact that some
programs don’t have facilities
September 8, 1971 McGovern Scores School Lunchrérog
o Issue of a new funding formula that guaranteede3fiscfor school lunch
reimbursements
o0 McGovern and liberals believed that formula would the program while Nixon
administration believed it would allow program tgand
September 15, 1971 44 Senators Send Appeal to Nixon
0 Letter asks Nixon to change new formula that wqdtentially cut children from
school lunch program
September 25, 1971 Cuts in Lunch Aid Are CalledrNea
o Another article about the upcoming funding formeit@nges to the school lunch
program; problem would be that “emergency” fundsildde unable to be tapped
because states would have to exhaust their fursts fi
September 30, 1971 Humphrey Bill Would Give Frebdgt Lunch To All
0 Universal free lunch would cost 3.6 billion, butwid eliminate humiliation of
children for free lunches
October 2, 1971 Senate Pressing School Lunch Aid
o0 Members of the senate (including Talmadge) werssimg for emergency
legislation to get extra funds for the school lupcbhgram to make up for the
changing funding regulations
October 3, 1971 Lunches for Hungry Children
o Editorial calling for more funding for the schoahich program, claiming that the
35 cent reimbursement is very low
October 7, 1971 US Increases Pupil Lunch Aid Bghtens Eligibility
o New legislation revokes the 35 cent reimbursemiemt-sets income max which
critics claims would remove the same number of kids the program
October 8, 1971 Fudge for Lunch
o Criticism of the administration and Department @fri&ulture’s recent moves
regarding school lunch
October 10, 1971 Nixon Proclaims Lunch Week
October 10, 1971 US Tightens Rules on School Lusiche



Parsons 82

0 These rules would cut 350000 of 390000 New Yorls krdm program
October 15, 1971 Nixon’s Own Expert Criticized Catks in School Lunches
0 Another sharp critique of the cutbacks to schoothes; needy needs to be
defined to include those who are poor but not tiésti
0 Threats to push for universal free lunch
October 16, 1971 Nixon Asked to Drop School Lunchiis
0 Bipartisan group of senators opposed cuts to sdhaoh act saying that it
violated the initial spirit of the legislation
October 17, 1971 The Script Called for Some Empay3
o Another article expressing outrage over cuts insttteol lunch program, seen as
budget ploy that overlooks hungry children
October 18, 1971 Nixon Order Clarification of Schbonch Policy
o Nixon argues that increased emergency funds iplaiss will actually expand the
program to more children
October 19, 1971 House Orders Nixon Aides Not toRupil Lunches
0 House ordered revoke of Nixon’s new school lung@ulations; characterized the
school lunch program as widely popular in congress
October 21, 1971 Food, Not Promises
o Editorial critical of Nixon questions his loyalty the issue of hunger
October 21, 1971 Pupil Lunch Bill is Sent to Nixon
0 House order passed by Senate and sent on to Nixon
October 30, 1971 Schools to Get Kosher Beef
o Beefwould be distributed to Jewish parochial s¢hoo
November 7, 1971 President Signs Resolution Baictgpol Lunch Cuts
December 16, 1971 US to Buy Fresh Pears
o Pears purchased for school lunch program, no Estes mentioned
December 22, 1971 Record on Rural America
o0 Letter to the editor on secretary of agriculturemtions that Nixon wanted to put
school lunches into a more “interested and sympiatregency but Democrats
and congress opposed it
December 26, 1971 Nixon Maps Shift in Farm Agencies
o Outlines Nixon’s proposals to remove everythingeptdarmer related and price
controls from the Department of Agriculture
1972
January 4, 1972 2 Senators Demand Change in RuBsnefits Food-Stamp Recipients
in Populous States
o0 Notes that the food stamp debate largely paralldeadecent school lunch debate
and that both revolved around funding
January 10, 1972 Wide US Aid in Prospect
o0 Article about increased US involvement in educatimentions school lunches
January 17, 1972 Excerpts from the Budget Messag®I he Legislature by the
Governor
January 18, 1972 The American Condition
o Call for politicians to fix the problems of Americaea of marching up and down
on programs such as food stamps and school lumsaesoned
January 21, 1972 An Examination of the Written Meggs
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0 In state of the union summary, Nixon mentioned gamnfood stamps and school
lunches; he barely mentions civil rights
January 22, 1972 No Place for Sophistry
o Editorial about hunger; cites school lunch, foahgbs and welfare programs as
part of anti-hunger efforts; donations for CARE glouto fight hunger
internationally
January 23, 1972 How to Preempt the Middle Ground
o0 Review of state of the union, cites that foot staangd school lunch increases that
Nixon cited were actually a result of congressiqraksure
February 6, 1972 8.1 Million Needy Children Gettlaghool Lunch Aid
o 1/3 school children getting free or reduced lunglame article mentions number
of families receiving food stamp assistance
March 8, 1972 Wider School Lunch Program Urged
o Commission call for all needy children to be reaggvschool lunches within three
years as well as more nutrition education in school
March 23, 1972 A Report Criticized Pupil Food Pobje
0 Report claims that the Department of Agriculturéldately underestimated the
number of schools that would need breakfast progfambudgetary reasons
April 11, 1972 Agricultural Agency Accused of Undgporting Schools Wanting
Breakfast for Children
April 12, 1972 Kosher School Lunches Urged
0 Representative from Queens urges Secretary of élgure to include Kosher
meals as part of school lunches
April 22, 1972 Changing PTA: No Longer ConcernedyOiith School
0 PTAs activities included lobbying for school lunshée organization actually
came out in support of integrated education inli®@0s
April 26, 1972 City Seeks State Approval for a SsaExchange
o One of the questions that was addressed was fundiegtioning that that money
could pay for “10 day-care centers, a lot of scHoonthes and books or pays for
almost 100 new teachers”
May 4, 1972 Washington: For the Record
0 Money diverted from the school lunch program fae&iry
May 7, 1972 Nixon Seeks More for Pupil Meals
o Nixon seeking of expansion of school lunches taggeespecially school
breakfasts, summer programs. The legislation woedd the formula so that
poorer districts received more reimbursements agalthver districts received
lower reimbursements
May 14, 1972 Bronx Supermarket Chain Gives 5% @ui3ay-Care Facilities
o Issue of family day care centers not being ableaiticipate in school lunch
program
May 17, 1962 Governor Signs Bill to Spur Sex Egyah Schools
o Initiatives around interscholastic sports wouldgmbially take precedent over
school lunches, textbooks, etc
May 19, 1972 McClellan in Toughest Campaign
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o0 In acampaign in Arkansas dominated by populistorine Senator McClellan’s
opponent accuses him of voting against initiatimetuding food stamps and
school lunches

May 19, 1972 School Lunch Limit Raised
o Amount for families eligible for free or reducedgad lunches raised by $170
May 26, 1972 Guardian of Children Cited on Retiratne

o Initiatives that women mentioned working on inclddmproving the nutritional
value and setting for school lunches; next sentdismissed need to bring court
action for welfare

June 5, 1972 Teen-agers Choose the Meatless Diet

o Mention of “packing school lunches for vegetariatigg children in the article

seem to be affluent
June 11, 1972 Eligibility for Schools Breakfasté\rgued
o Discussion of expanding eligibility for school bkéast program. Article is set in
Louisville, focuses on white poverty
June 14, 1972 Suburbs Vote on School Boards andsFun
0 School lunches only mentioned as an issue for oharban ballot
June 15, 1972 Budgets and Other School Matters?Ateo the Test in Suburban Ballots
June 18, 1972 Food Prices: Off Again in the Wildd&l¥onder

o Government consumption of meat in food stamps ahdd lunch programs

mentioned as reason for price increase
July 7, 1972 | Wonder Why

0 Article about the various issues for black and RBuRican students in east
Harlem, including a lack of nutritious lunches besmthe districts cannot afford
equipment

July 9, 1972 US Helps Poor to Rent Own Homes

0 Article features a black family in Kansas City; arfehe bad things about the
moves was the fact that kids moved into school e/iieey could not receive free
lunches

July 23, 1972 Halt in School Lunch Program for Slghildren Threatened
July 24, 1972 Congress Under Pressure

o0 lIssue of congress playing games before electiorespgece of legislation that will
have to be passed in this political environmeméaithorization of school lunch
program

August 17, 1972 Senate Broadens School Lunch Aid

0 School lunch program expanded and WIC added aspbagislation; school

breakfasts and non-school feeding also expanded
August 19, 1972 Javits Says He Isn’t Lonely GOReLalh

0 Mentions Javits amendment to school lunch progtaahprovides free breakfasts

at daycares for children of welfare mothers
August 22, 1972 The Republican Platform

o Editorial on platform; mentions the recent repudticuccesses in presenting

welfare reform plan and expanding school lunchesfaad stamps
August 27, 1972 Nixon Scored by Proxmire on Budgesting Charge

o Democrats compare their spending on school luncwesal security and black

lung insurance to republican spending on deferise, e
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September 7, 1972 For City Schools, a Change froap &nd Sandwich Lunches
o District being discussed is described as poly-ethanticle outlines the
difficulties, mainly dealing with bureaucracy, datralization, budget, in getting
school lunches
September 25, 1972 Vouchers Reshape a SchooldDistri
o Qualification for school lunch program resultstese children being labeled as
poor for the purposes of the voucher system
September 27, 1972 Nixon Signs Bill Expanding FAallifor School Needy
o0 Expands the federal subsidy for all types of meals
October 8, 1972 This Week Gets Twin Billing
o Declaration of national school lunch week
October 27, 1972 Panel Finds Half of Poor Still Hiyn
o0 Article about Citizen’s Board of Inquiry’s findingsuggestion of guaranteed
income and universal free lunch; also noted thpatiggoor being fed in school
lunches narrower than gap for food stamps
November 2, 1972 4.5 Million Called Excluded frowh8ol Lunch Project
November 26, 1972 For Fence-Climbing
0 Letter to the editor suggesting that we eliminagchool lunch program to
avoid accusations by Russians of professionalisattdétes
December 3, 1972 Italians Here Search for Themtitde
o Discussion of eating dripping meatball sandwiches@posed to the “approved
ham and cheese of the mainstream American schioct lwadition”
December 25, 1972 Government to Buy Beef and Podk $or School Lunches
o Prices were high so there was no pressure froratbe& industry to buy meat; it
was mainly a decision for nutritious meals for st
December 29, 1972 Scribner Asks 2.5 Billion for Gk
1973
January 12, 1973 Orders Affecting Food Prices BalICleared by Costs Panel
o Department of Agriculture price control measurasjuding purchases for school
lunch program, will be regulated by another commigsommittee
January 18, 1973 Rethinking Welfare Reform
o Welfare trap includes AFDC, free school lunch, Madll, public housing and
HeadStart
February 4, 1973 Legislative Notes: Lunch Bill
o0 Amendment proposes that only schools with certancgntage of needy children
be forced to provide school lunch program
March 6, 1973 Lunch Bill Gaining
0 Legislation passed to make full use of funds appatgd for school lunches
March 15, 1973 More Funds Seen for Social Uses
o In it was reported that congress passed legislagiquiring Department of
Agriculture to maintain school lunches at full cegyg resulting in the need to
buy products with cash rather than donate comnexditi
March 19, 1973 Senators Urge 860 Million More tgHtiHunger
o0 Includes more money for free and reduced lunciheshteakfast program and
food stamps



Parsons 86

March 20, 1973 Nixon’s Education Revenue-Sharing@®ets Hostile Reception in
House Panel
o Bill would place aid into several categories, imtthg supporting service, which
school lunches falls for
o Aid would be focused on most disadvantage areasamud would move from
urban to rural areas
April 1, 1973 School Aid Loss Feared By State
April 2, 1973 Nixon Signs a Bill Aiding School Luhdrograms
o Bill requires government to give cash assistansenplus commodities are not
available
April 3, 1973 Glen Cove Butcher Joins Meatless Mogat
0 Local school district did not join meatless movettgcause many kids rely on
the school lunch as their principal nourishment
April 18, 1973 School Vending Machines Assailed‘ftunk Food”
o Vending machines resulted in a decline in partiograin school lunch and
breakfast programs in one district
May 3, 1973 Of Lies and Facts
o One of the lies was that Nixon was doing more figrpoor, the sick and the
elderly than Johnson. Nixon’s attempts to slasloskclunch program for needy
cited as counter to that argument
May 15, 1973 Alternate Foods in School Lunches @pddyy Group of Nutritionists
o Opposition by nutritionists to enriched and synth&tods in the school lunch
program
May 16, 1973 Petition Says Philadelphia IgnoresoSthunch Order
0 Legal services claimed that no lunches were beingiged for low income
students in Philadelphia
May 20, 1973 Growing Up Fast in Kenya—When YouXeand American
0 Mention of school lunch program in Africa
May 29, 1973 A School Voucher Experiment RatesAihifi Coast District
o Children were characterized as poor by their gigalion for free lunches,
resulted in more expensive vouchers
June 3, 1973 Everyone Shows a Profit: School Singpgducation
o This article just defines poor kids as those “paoough to qualify for the
Government’s school lunch program”
July 8, 1973 US Study Scores City Aid Programs
o In study on welfare/work, school lunches is agawuged with welfare grants,
food stamps and Medicaid
July 12, 1973 Congress Asked to Delay School Luexgansion
o Department of Agriculture asked Congress to ddiayetxpansion of the school
lunch program because of increases in food prices
July 26, 1973 Title | Federal Aid Approved Here
o Title I schools dropped in New York; Title | statdstermined by number of
children from welfare families and number of chddrqualifying for free lunches
August 3, 1973 Rising Prices to Cost City $30-Mifliin Fiscal Year
o0 lIssue of keeping low prices in school lunch progreaferred to as “the city’s
paid school lunch program”
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August 19, 1973 US Shortages Peril World Food AahP
0 School lunch programs in foreign countries shuttiog/n
August 20, 1973 City to Cut Back on Meat in Pul8ichool Lunches
0 Possible increase in cost of lunch for paying stisle
0 83% of school lunches free in New York and abolftdfaschool children
participate in program
August 23, 1973 City Food Costs Dip After 6-WeekdRi
o0 Attempts were being made to prevent the reductfoneat in school lunches
September 2, 1973 Milk for Children
o Nixon and Congress were removing subsidies for mikkchools, appears to
impact kids both paying and free; editorial isicizting this
September 5, 1973 School Aides, Aiming to “Holdd,ihnMay Raise Food Prices
0 Article discusses students paying for meals aret laentions free meals
September 9, 1973 Funds a Major Problem as Nonp8bhools Open
0 Mention of state support for school lunches in ndslig schools
September 12, 1973 City Decides to Return to Bultmgeef From Wholesalers’ Bids
0 Bids to congress to not cancel milk subsidies anglige cost of living increases
in reimbursements
September 12, 1973 US Not Surprised
0 Mention of US aid for school lunches abroad
September 13, 1973 School Lunches Facing Wide Cuts
o 800,000 kids losing school meals because distlidisiot have money to finance
them
September 13, 1973 Two School Districts are HifPBgtest
o0 lIssue of district in New Jersey forcing childrergtbhome during the school
lunch hour
September 14, 1973 House Backs a Rise in Schoah_Aid
o Inresponse to report that 800,000 were being drik@m schools, House
increases reimbursement on free school lunches
September 16, 1973 Drop In Job Force Analyzed Here
o Drop in number of people working was particularpncentrated in New York
around black women ages 24-26. Idea that the catibmof welfare, school
lunches, Medicaid and food stamps made it unaiweatd work
September 16, 1973 Shortening the Rations
o Editorial about potential 800,000 losing the scHaakth program
o Features a vaguely ethnic child in picture
o0 Begins “for thousands of ghetto children”
September 17, 1973 Peace in the Schools. . .
o Editorial about the cut in school lunch programs
September 18, 1973 School Lunch Aid Urged in Senate
o Urging more federal aid to prevent local districtsm dropping school lunch
programs
September 25, 1973 School Lunches Pushed by Senate
0 Senate approves additional 300 million for schaathes
September 30, 1973 Milk on the Lunch Trays
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0 Letter to the editor about the special milk prograxplains that it only benefits
middle-class children
October 3, 1973 Conferees Set Increase for Schauthes
0 Seta 25% increase for federal aid to school lusiche
October 13, 1973 House Votes a Rise in School Léndh
0 Increase in the school lunch program of 25%
October 20, 1973 There Were Apple for Pickers idd#udson Valley
o0 Mother of 5 says she buys apples for school lunches
October 21 1973 Stamford Keeps Pupil-Lunch Ban
o Lack of compassion for poor people in Stamfordctite
October 25, 1973 White House is Given Measure Rgisid for School Lunches
o0 Congress sent 25% increase in federal supporiadigis to White House
October 29, 1973 Poor Management in Schools
0 School lunch practices listed as factor that ineeelacosts in schools
October 29, 1973 Poor School Practices in State t8aCost Taxpayers Millions
o Incompetent food managers cited as source of lassehool lunch program
November 1, 1973 US to Restore Funding of Milk &nac
o0 Restoration of the special milk program; no mentbpoor people
November 9, 1973 Nixon Signs Bill Raising Schoohth Subsidies
December 14, 1973 Maximum Income Is Raised For &dhunch Program
December 27, 1973 Wheat Futures Show Price Drop
0 Mention of school lunch program purchase raisirggtice for certain type of
wheat product
December 30, 1973 Anker Asks 2.6 Billion in Rec8ahool Budget
December 30, 1973 US to Increase Payment For Stlioch Program
1974
January 16, 1974 Catholic Schools “Digging In” AféeYear of Setbacks
o0 Mention of government aid for school lunches
February 13, 1974 McGovern Assails Plan to Phasd-Gaod Assistance
o Opposes plan to phase out commodities and fre&ésnior welfare families and
instead rely solely on food stamps and cash foo@danches
February 18, 1974 Senate Unit Sees Nutrition Danger
0 Increase in participation in school lunch programd applications for food stamps
viewed as warning of increased hunger
Mach 23, 1974 Teachers Begin Drive On Congress
o School lunch subsidies one of five votes that NB&dal their congressional
report cards on
March 28, 1974 Been Industry Stunned by US HamlyuDgeision
o Plan would result in government buying large amswfitoeef for school lunch
program to prevent a collapse of the beef industry
March 28, 1974 Swift Killing of Tainted Chickensshed in South
o0 One grower used to sell chickens to the schoolHyrogram
March 30, 1974 Future Prices Rise for Cattle
0 Mention of US buying cattle for school lunch pragréo support price
March 30, 1974 State Weighing New Rules for Locdid®| Boards
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o0 One proposal in New jersey would require a schesgifidt to provide free
breakfast and lunch to all students
April 21, 1974 US Will Take Over Program for Chitalr
o Federal government taking over New York city sumfeeding program because
of concerns about affording it
May 2, 1974 School Lunch Aid Backed in Senate
0 Agriculture Committee (despite Nixon’s oppositiongreased food commaodity
donations to school lunches; competing bill wasenéed that increased amount
for reduced lunches
o0 WIC was also expanded in Humphrey amendment
May 12, 1974 Tight Supervision is Set in Election
o Election is very racially divided, between olderitgh/oters and younger
Hispanic and black voters; part of Hispanic anablalatform was better school
lunches
May 16, 1974 Beame Proposes $11.1-Billion Budget
May 22, 1974 Senate Votes Rises in School Lunch Aid
0 Senate passes bill that raises federal contribiticgehool lunch program (no
mention of free, just program in general): alsg@aimoney to WIC
June 18, 1974 Cattlemen To Get Supermarket Bid
o Cattlemen desired government to support meat pticesigh programs such as
school lunches
June 18, 1974 School Lunch Plan for Middle-claspraped in House
o0 More money for free and reduced-price lunches ffederal government because
fear that middle-class children would lose prograinbecame too expensive
June 19, 1974 Senate Sends Nixon a Bill Raising&@dtunch Funds
o Bill meant to counter the rising cost of food
June 19, 1974 US Will Step Up Meat Purchases
o0 More meat for school lunches purchased becausaliofigf cattle industry
June 22, 1974 House Votes $13.4 Billion Omnibus Bil
June 23, 1974 The Nation: In Summary
o Short article about increasing hunger; school lesatoes not seem to be named a
solution for the poor (food stamps and income negiance)
June 27, 1974 Byrne Signs School Lunch Bill
o NJ Governor signs bill that requires school lundioesll districts
June 29, 1974 Prices to Farms off 6% in Month
July 17, 1974 NATO’s Southern Flank
0 Mention of school lunch program in Greece
July 31, 1974 District One Board Limits Food PlaiteA Bitter Debate
o Debate had involved black, Puerto Rican and Chindgsesupported school
lunches versus whites who opposed; school lunaingées approved temporarily
August 3, 1974 Meat Purchase Program for Schoals Greatly
August 9, 1974 Gibson Visits 5 Centers in City Midn Project
0 Photo features black children
0 Article features the summer lunch program, no noendif it being free, but it is
implied
August 12, 1974 New Jersey Briefs: School Lunchv/&ys



Parsons 90

- September 9, 1974 Employable Members Found in tfdlfity’s Relief Families
o0 “benefits from welfare, food stamp, school lunchl amedical aid programs ‘do
constitute a disincentive’ to taking lower-payimdp$”
- September 27, 1974 School Lunch Week Set
- October 17, 1974 US Begins Its Dairylea Investmati
o lIssue of whether any imposter milk was bought laefally subsidized programs
- October 29, 1974 Hunger in US a Problem of WantdRlenty
o Pictures include photos of black people
o White man is mentioned as being hungry in article
o Describes condition of hunger in black familiesrasre dire
0 School breakfast and lunch (no free mentioned) asezgkample of programs to
combat hunger
0 lIssue of the welfare queen mentioned
- October 31, 1974 Polls Find Dole Now Even in Kansas
o0 One of the false accusations against Dole washihatas against the school lunch
program
- November 1, 1974 President, in lowa, Assures Famerimport Curbs
o Ford had asked Secretary of Ag Butz to increasépeehases for school
lunches
- November 6, 1974 Fourth Term for Javits
o Editorial praising Javits work as a liberal Repoéfh and for the state of New
York; includes his getting more money from the fallgovernment for school
lunches
- December 11, 1974 New Militancy Bringing Gains Japan’s ‘Outcasts’
o Discriminated group in Japan began to get new sesyincluding school lunches
- December 20, 1974 California’s Conservative Governo
0 Mention of Reagan’s attempts to reduce school lapgropriations

Coverage of the National School Lunch Program @Nbw York Amsterdam Newlsnuary 1,
1962- December 31, 1974

- 196

96
- March 23, 1963 Talk With Mrs. Ayer
o Discussion of a boy who behaved badly before schimgh was introduced; he
had nothing to eat in the mornings
0 References the racialization of failing, urban sdho
- 1964
- February 15, 1964 The Danger Of A Little Progress
o0 Article by Martin Luther King Jr. on various meassirof the black community’s
progress, includes the provision of lunches todehit in this discussion
- April 11, 1964 Sinky's Son To Leave For Peru

N
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119 Methods: These articles were found by enterings#gch term, “school lunch,” in the ProQuest
Historical Newspapers database. | only includeitlag that discussed the school lunch programsgatticipants. |
did not include articles that focused on schoothuworkers, such as job postings for school lunorkers or
articles on union disputes.
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o0 Provision of lunches in Peru part of son’'s Peacg€works
July 18, 1964 The Segregated Tax Dollar
o Discussion of Title VI of Civil Rights Act, endinfgderal funding for segregated
programs, including NSLP
August 15, 1964 List 140 Cities, 24 States WithsBiaFederally Aided Programs
o Negro children being denied lunches under freeHyprogram
October 17, 1964 Parents Demand Principal's O&steRemark
o Outrage over principal who made assumptions alh@ublack community,
including idea that “school lunch is the best ntbat they get”
November 28, 1964 “TV Dinner” Delight P.S. 1 Kids
o Frozen dinners introduced in school cafeterias
1965
September 11, 1965 Stone Hits Dr. Clark with thevélbRecord
0 Includes school lunches as part of the War on Rpwaerd part of Powell's
Congressional record
1966
October 8, 1966 Perk Up Those School Lunches
0 Suggestions for mothers on packed lunches
October 22, 1966 Doctor in the Kitchen
o Short history of the school lunch program, chandmgs it as health programs, no
mention of free lunches, blames “shiftlessnesgarents for poor nutrition
1967
April 16, 1967 Mississippi Women Seek Better Hontegduication Family Living: Miss.
Ladies Here For Summer Plans
0 Schoolchildren in Mississippi delta were not reaggvschool lunches with rise in
prices
o Providing lunches was part of services of grouplaflem women who traveled
to the Mississippi
1968
January 13, 1968 Rocky Led Women Out of Dark Ages
0 Harlem women'’s association set up school lunchnarmgn Mississippi
February 3, 1968 State Assemblyman Rangel Citesdbtlunch Menus
0 Rangel tries to get more funding for campus luradms to lead to more food
variety
April 28, 1968 'Soul Food' To Beef Up Lunches SdrireSchool Cafeterias
o Rangel works to bring hot, soul food to school hes
August 31, 1968 Humphrey For New Policy For Poor
o Humphrey supports the notion that “every Americarstrbe provided enough to
eat,” vision includes school lunches
0 His statement was in response to Ralph Abernatbiters
November 30, 1968 Lunch Programs
0 Reports that nearly 20 million children were papi&ting in the program
December 14, 1968 Hunger in America
o0 Notes poverty in all races across cities in the US
0 mentions free lunches and how poverty such as 8iePNshould be preventing
poverty but isn’t
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1969
April 19, 1969 Bronx School Lunchrooms Filthy
0 Issue of quality of school lunch program
May 24, 1969 Congressman Scheuer Asks Bronx Lunogr&m Probe
0 Probe around the issue of quality of the schoathuprogram
August 23, 1969 Welfare Crisis Mounts in City
o Cancellations of school lunch program mentioned
0 School lunches are equated with welfare
August 30, 1969 Javits Introduces Anti-Hunger Bill
0 Sees hunger as neither a black nor a white problem
August 30, 1969 Set Lunch Boycott to Reduce Prices
0 Boycott of schools that don't offer free or redugette lunches
0 Seen as civil rights issue
September 27, 1969 The Three Mayoralty Candida#didJE 'Like It Is.The Candidates
Speak Out Lindsay
October 25, 1969 The Culture Bias: Vietham andGhies
o0 School lunches mentioned as program suffering IsecafiVietnam, described as
program for poor, article focuses on African-Amariccommunity
November 15, 1969 Bronx Alliance Holds Mass “PoyERally
o Rally consisting of Bronx residents and collegelstus, demanded free lunch
and breakfast for low-income children
December 27, 1969 News of the Week: International
o Nixon announces $100 million to provide all needildren with free or reduced-
price meals
1970
January 3, 1970 Pluses for Nixon
0 Supports Nixon’s expansion of school meals and ipgstiesegregation efforts
January 17, 1970 Mrs. Coretta King Leads "Most AechiWwomen for '69"
o Another woman commended for efforts to bring schonrthes to children
March 28, 1970 Brown Asks Athletes' Help In Feedihhgry Children
o0 Inspired to feed kids on trip to Mississippi, buémtions that hunger is an issue
that affects “black, brown and white children”
April 18, 1970 Free Lunches
o Only 2 of 7 million children eligible for free luhes receive them
May 9, 1970 News of the Week: International
o Approval of bill by Senate expanding school lunches
May 30, 1970 Citizens Committee Attacks School ltunc
o Complains of poor quality of food and lack of ethdiversity
July 25, 1970 Wright Asks Jury Probe
o One of the issues was cutting of school lunch Enogr
August 22, 1970 Watercress for Your Salads
o Children pick favorite school lunch meals in NH, @fid NM
October 31, 1970 A Talent for Living
o Article about Henry Sell (Town and Country editdiil not link being black and
being poor, supported the school lunch program
1971
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January 16, 1971 OEO Provides Funds to Feed Negtty K
o0 OEO expands programs to feed kids in Headstartlagdares
April 3, 1971 District 3 Starts Breakfast Programs
May 15, 1971 Computer Menus
o Computer system used to find lowest cost mealsntiggtt nutrition requirements
June 5, 1971 Good School Lunch
0 NSL week emphasizes nutrition education, also mastfree lunches for the
“needy”
June 12, 1971 They Offer Food For Thought And B&thool Lunches
o Complaints about food in school lunches and “prolslesome children face when
labeled welfare recipients” in free lunch lines
July 3, 1971 July 1--Day-Day Disaster For Newarklfafe:July 1 - D-Day; Disaster For
Newark Welfare
0 “poor people, meaning black people for the most’par
o ‘“elimination of the school lunch program for chedrof “working poor”
families”
July 24, 1971 Reviewed Your Child’s Eating Habitgely?
o One of the sources of poor nutrition was failuréatke part in school lunch
program
October 23, 1971 Wingate slams Nixon, aides; clsfgeliberate neglect”
o0 Upset over plans to eliminate federal subsidiedlab million for needy children
o “working against the interest of black children”
November 13, 1971 Community Board No. 3 Tests Boied
o0 One of the issues was transfer of money for schumzhes
1972
January 29, 1972 Parents Get Set to Rule
o Black and Puerto Rican parents gains more influewee school issues,
including lunches
o Complaints that school lunches were white, middds<
January 29, 1972 School Happenings
o Talk and tasting for school lunches
February 5, 1972 School Happenings
o Children getting “hot, nutritious, economical luesh by contracting with new
vendors
February 19, 1972 Soul foods, rice and egg rolischool lunches
o0 About a variety of ethnic foods being introducedamool lunch programs
March 4, 1971 School Lunches Set a Record
o 8.1 million receiving free or reduced-price luncie®ecember 1971; only 2
million were receiving free or reduced-price lungie December 1970
March 18, 1972 Medical Association Sets 1972 Kai&as/ention
0 Tuskegee study shows that malnutrition among yasisgll a serious problem
o Malnutrition prevalent regardless of background
April 1, 1972 School Lunch Program Rising
0 “needy participation increasing, no mention of race
April 22, 1972 From His Legislation
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0 Mentions how the legislation of Adam Clayton Powgltluding the school lunch
program, had benefited people of all races
June 24, 1972 Calcium Deficiency
0 Low calcium levels in summer partially attributedno participation in school
lunch program
August 26, 1972 Free breakfast for low income ¢kiid
September 23, 1972 Harlemite named aide in Sen.dMe@’s Campaign
o0 Mentions the direct impact of McGovern’s policies Harlemites, including the
national school lunch program
September 30, 1972 Approve Bill to Give Food to®Rids
0 Suggestions for school breakfast programs sughashtost kids should have
breakfast at home
1973
June 16, 1973 ITT Proves it Has a Heart
o |ITT supports Charles Evers in programs in JeffeSouanty, Mississippi
o Other initiatives they support include hot schawidhes
June 23, 1973 Workers Ask Council to Revise Budget
o0 Municipal workers union protests decline in fundfogschool lunches
September 1, 1973 Feeding Harlem Children
o Features school lunches at daycares, etc
1974
January 5, 1974 Nutrition Program
o Discusses funding for the school lunch program
August 24, 1974 Free Meals for 35,000 Children
o Provision of summer meals, appears to be admieistenvately but government
funded



