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We were invited to take off our jackets and our ties.  I was afraid to do it because I wouldn’t have been able to put it back.  Oh, I see I would have had help from Nane, she reminds me.  

Dear friends, ladies and gentlemen, and Jagdish, and Padma – I think it is a real pleasure to be here, and I am glad to add my voice to yours in paying tribute to Jagdish Bhagwati on this happy occasion.  He is full of energy, full of ideas and a terrific sense of humor – and I love that chuckle, when he gets to it.  Whether in academia or in the world of policy-making, he has been an inspiring presence, passionate and provocative.  I think you would all agree that he has a knack for saying things that people might not want to hear, even if they suspect he is right.  

So far, while he may not be a diplomat, I am pleased to say that he has been a vital member of the United Nations family.  His contributions and ideas have helped me sharpen some of the arguments in my own speeches and discussions I have with world leaders.  He has been an unusually dynamic member of the Advisory Group on African development, and he was of enormous help when he served, previously, as Special Adviser on Globalization, if that is possible.  I know that is quite a title, taken to being called Adviser on life, on humankind, or our planet.  But I can assure you that the force of Jagdish’s intellect was equal to the vastness of the subject, and he really helped us through that period when we were trying to think through how we deal with that new era.  Like Columbia, like the government of India, and the countless other institutions and organizations and governments, the United Nations has been glad to have him work with us. 

And as you know, we ourselves at the United Nations stand on a brink of an important summit, where we would want to try to reform our own organization and adapt it for this century ahead.  We will bring together in New York about 175 world leaders in September, to ponder the question of development, security – collective security – human rights, and the concept of responsibility to protect – and of course, Security Council reform.  It’s going to be a challenging period for the next few weeks, but I am still optimistic that we will have a successful outcome, and I appeal to all of you to use your own influence and your voice to press leaders to take the right decisions – to have the courage and the will – to take the right decisions.

But I am not here to talk about the UN.  We are here to talk about our good friend, Jagdish.  And, first things first, I think our first duty tonight is to wish him all our best and “Happy Birthday, Jagdish.”  Thank you very much.    

