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I. The aim of the dissertation, defining the 
topic 

 
 
The Baron Simonyi family, wearing the nobility prefix “of 
Vitézvár” as well as – though not quite lawfully – the 
predicate “of Barbács”, which appears in a number of 
documents, does not belong to the most renowned families 
of the Hungarian aristocracy. This is mainly because 
already in the second generation of the family – not 
counting the two members of the third generation who died 
at an early age – both its male and female lines became 
extinct. 
 Probably because of the relatively unknown nature 
and thus the certain extent of neglectedness of the Simonyi 
family, and because of the personality of its two grown-up 
members, Baron József Simony and his son Baron Lajos 
Simonyi minister, I have always been interested in this 
family’s history as well as the life works of the quite small 
number of family members. 

Therefore, my dissertation is about them. I seek to 
present the history of the Baron Simonyi of Vitézvár family 
and to dwell on the course of life of its founder, Colonel 
Simonyi, who is also present in the collective memory of 
the nation. 

 
I have been interested in this topic for 20 years. My 

second publication, for instance, which I wrote when I was 
18, was about the life of Colonel Simonyi. I have published 
my research findings in two separate volumes besides 
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several studies (on the descent of Colonel Simonyi, on his 
baronial degree, on the third generation of the Baron 
Simonyi family) and articles (on Baron Lajos Simonyi, 
Baron Katalin Simonyi, on the honours of Colonel Simonyi, 
on the sword of Colonel Simonyi, on the castle and the 
family chapel of the Baron Simonyi family). The reason for 
repeated publication was that new information on the topic 
kept turning up. In genealogy facts are taking shape 
gradually with every new piece of information coming to 
light and expanding our knowledge. 

Accordingly, in the present dissertation I intend to 
extend and refine my above-mentioned works in the light of 
new information. In addition, I also include a history of the 
military career, military court trial and sentencing of 
Colonel Simonyi, which I have not presented so far. The 
main reason for my doing so is that during my genealogy 
research I found a number of original archive documents 
dealing with the details of this military career and the 
criminal trial. 

However, it must be mentioned that these sources 
have been used by several illustrious Hungarian historians 
(Géza Nagy, József Zachar etc.) who studied the history of 
Colonel Simonyi's military career and court trial. For this 
reason, the two chapters in the present thesis concerned 
with these topics may not contain much new information. 
These parts are meant to be more like summaries or 
syntheses, which nevertheless are integral parts of the 
history of the family and provide important additional 
information on it, since only with the knowledge of these 
facts can the history be fully understood. 

It is also important to note that the present 
dissertation should be regarded as a work of family history, 
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so in terms of genre it belongs to genealogical works, that 
is, works on descent and family history. At the same time, 
the microhistorical point of view necessarily had to be 
embedded in the events of macrohistory, since the history 
of individual families cannot be presented separately from 
the events of history, as they mutually influence each 
other.  

One outstanding figure or family is able to affect 
history, while historical events can determine the fates of 
people and families. 
 

The most famous member of the Simonyi family was 
József Simonyi, who received the baronial title, had a 
successful military career working his way up from 
common cavalryman to colonel, and was called "the most 
gallant hussar" by Mór Jókai. His name evoked fear in the 
enemy lines on the battlefield. Anecdotes circulated about 
his deeds among the soldiers of the imperial forces and its 
allies, and among the enemy forces as well. 

Yet, the public is far less aware of Colonel Simonyi’s 
life and achievement than he would deserve it on the basis 
of his heroism and valour. Besides, what makes the story 
of the Colonel even more interesting is that it ended in a 
surprising and unexpected way.  

 
In my dissertation I intend to present the history of 

Baron József Simonyi and his family in detail. Therefore, as 
I have mentioned, the dissertation is both a biography and 
a genealogy. The emphasis, evidently, was put on the 
descent, birth, military career, baronial title, settling down, 
military court trial and death of the Colonel. Besides these 
issues the thesis also contains details on the history of the 
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ancestors, direct family members (wife, children, 
grandchildren) and relatives of Colonel Simonyi.  
 
 It has to be noted here that the genealogy experts – 
although they did not completely disregard the history of 
the Baron Simonyi family, the oeuvre and works of its 
members and the relations among relatives – did not pay 
as much attention to certain members of the family as they 
should have.  
 In addition, previous publications lack the 
description and analysis of the family members’ registry 
data. The task of presenting these data was a novelty in my 
work, as no one had ever been looking for these data so far 
and as a result, they were not available for me. 
Consequently, the registry data of the Simonyi family and 
their relatives represent new, never-published information 
in my dissertation.  
 
 
In the course of my research and the writing of the present 
dissertation I focused on the following aspects of the life of 
Colonel Simonyi and his family: 
 
1. Shedding light on the question of descent.  

When preparing for the writing of the dissertation, 
some literary sources have been found in which the 
possibility emerges that Colonel Simonyi was not born into 
the family – and in particular not to those parents – which 
most sources claim he was. One of the aims of the 
dissertation is to rule out the circumstance, as well as to 
prove the opposite of the fact that Baron Simonyi was not 
born to the Simon family bearing the prefix "of Barbács", 
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that is, not from the marriage of Zsuzsa Hetesényi and Pál 
Simon. 
 
2. Specifying the time and place of birth.  

Another aim of the dissertation is to dispel the 
uncertainties around Colonel Simonyi's time of birth, to 
rule out or render likely years, months and days in 
connection with his time of birth. To prove, in connection 
with the individual dates of birth and the combination of 
dates and places of birth, that the later outstanding colonel 
of the imperial army could not be born on the given date at 
the given place. 

The studies and sources published so far did not 
give a definite answer to the place of birth either. Several 
possible places came up regarding the Colonel’s place of 
birth. Consequently, determining which settlement is 
Baron Simonyi's place of birth is a priority among the aims 
of the present essay.  
 
3. A detailed account of the military career.  

An important aim of the dissertation is to give a 
detailed account of the Colonel's military career, his role in 
each battle and operation, and his heroic deeds. To sum it 
up, I intend to illustrate the whole of the remarkable career 
made by this soldier of exceptional talent. I seek to present 
this military career in a complex way, by which I mean the 
following:  

Firstly, I follow the prominent stations of the 
Colonel’s career that were highly significant for further 
promotion in chronological order from the beginning, that 
is, from the common cavalryman status. Secondly, I 
mention the operations in which the Colonel participated, 
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and the important tasks he accomplished on the battlefield 
following the orders of the high command. 

I also present the events during which he showed 
such an exceptional heroism and bravery that makes the 
account of these events interesting and enjoyable for non-
professionals as well. In this regard, I highlight the glorious 
acts of heroism and the brave deeds. However, when 
outlining the military career, I strive not only to present the 
individual war acts and military actions, but also to place 
the activities of Colonel Simonyi in the context of European 
historical events. To this end, I lay emphasis on mentioning 
those significant, determining events in the history of 
Europe in which Simonyi played a role.  

In the part concerned with his military career I also 
describe how honoured Baron Simonyi was by his 
superiors and that his fellow soldiers also admired and 
adored him greatly. 
 
4. The end of the military career and the death of the 
Colonel. 

Describing the contrast between the success of the 
military career and its disgraceful end is another aim of the 
present dissertation. So I write about how the Colonel 
behaved towards the soldiers under his control, what his 
attitude was to offences committed by his subordinates 
and with what methods he punished them. Thus, in this 
part my goal is to describe what reasons led to the break of 
Simonyi's career in a time of peace. I also describe how his 
military court trial was conducted, including the time and 
circumstances of his death. 
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5. Clarifying questions regarding family relations and 
connections between relatives. 

In this chapter I seek to put the unclear questions 
of family relations in a new light and present novelties 
using mainly so far unpublished documents and unknown 
registry data.  

Obviously, the main “targets” of my research were 
the immediate members of the Baron Simonyi family, that 
is, the Colonel’s wife, children and grandchildren. Besides 
them, I also tried to explore all the relatives of the family 
and present their lives. 
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II. Methodology 
 
 

In terms of methodology, I strictly followed the 
written and unwritten rules of genealogy as a classical 
auxiliary science of history. 

First I located and studied the available – 
genealogical, local historical, military historical etc. – 
literature, that is, the printed sources, and parallel to this 
work I also located the original literary sources, such as 
archive and manuscript archive documents. 
 
1. Public records research in Hungary and abroad.  

I conducted my archives research in those cities of 
Hungary and surrounding countries that were connected to 
the life of the Colonel and his family in one way or another. 
A large body of contemporary documents were created 
relating to the events that happened there, which can be 
found in those archives even today. In the course of my 
research I looked through and studied this rich and diverse 
material.  
 Regarding archive sources it is unfortunate that 
only fragments of the archive of the Baron Simonyi family 
survived. This material of 150 folios mostly contains 
documents of the military career of Colonel Simonyi, while 
includes only a few family documents in the strict sense of 
the word.  
 However, I managed to find and process a large 
amount of documents from other archives and from private 
ownership, such as The Arad county office of the National 
Archives (Directia Judeţeană Arad a Arhivelor Naţionale), 
the Baden City Archives (Stadtarchiv Baden bei Wien), the 
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Budapest City Archives (Budapest Főváros Levéltára), the 
Győr-Moson-Sopron County Győr Archives (Győr-Moson-
Sopron Megye Győri Levéltár), the Hajdú-Bihar County 
Archives (Hajdú-Bihar Megyei Levéltár), the Szabolcs-
Szatmár-Bereg County Archives (Szabolcs-Szatmár-Bereg 
Megyei Levéltár), and in connection with the Colonel’s 
military career, from the War Archives of Vienna 
(Kriegsarchiv) and the Budapest War History Archives 
(Hadtörténelmi Levéltár).  

These archives turned out to be rich storehouses of 
documents regarding the life of Baron József Simonyi and 
his family. 
 Another difficulty in connection with sources was 
gathering the registry data of the family members. 
Fortunately, I was able to complete this task by 
researching the materials kept in the above-mentioned 
archives, various parish archives – Baden, Vienna, 
Budapest, Kisjenő – and other research centres, like the 
National Cemetery Archives (Nemzeti Sírkert irattára), The 
Collection of Small Prints of the National Széchényi Library 
(Országos Széchényi Könyvtár Plakát és 
Kisnyomtatványtára) and the Stuttgart library of Institut 
für Auslandsbeziehungen. 

It has to be noted that in many cases the 
documents contained contradictory data. In such cases the 
conflicting sources and information had to be compared 
and contrasted. Consequently, the collection of documents 
was followed by their comparison, contrast and complex 
analysis. 
 
2. Processing the genealogical literature.  
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Processing the literature related to Baron József 
Simonyi’s descent, birth, marriage and death, as well as 
the available information about his close family was 
essential for writing my thesis. In addition, finding and 
processing data that present and support farther family 
relations was another important element of the thesis.   
 
3. Processing the literature on military history. 

The presentation of the results of studies on the life 
of Colonel Simonyi. I use and at several points in my thesis 
refer to the either correct or incorrect findings of other 
authors dealing with Colonel Simonyi. 
 
4. Available material sources.  

Presenting and analysing the data of material 
sources that survived in connection with the Colonel’s life 
(tombs, memorial plaques). 
 
5. My own publications. 

Using the conclusions and findings of my previous 
studies and articles published in print.  
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III. An enumeration of the main findings 
 
 
A significant amount of – although mostly short – works 
have been published on the history of the Simonyi family, 
and especially on Colonel Simonyi. Yet, almost all of the 
publications contain errors, mistakes, spelling mistakes or 
obscurings that I was able to correct on the basis of the 
data collected from newly-found sources, and they also 
raise questions which I was able to answer. Indeed, apart 
from these mistakes and errors, the history of the Baron 
Simonyi of Vitézvár family, despite its shortness, contains 
vague points and mysteries that should be clarified for 
posterity.  
 
1. In the present dissertation I claim that Colonel Simonyi 
– and thus the Baron Simonyi of Vitézvár family – is a 
descendant of the noble Simon family of Barbács, the 
history of which is presented as well. 
 
2. The present dissertation concludes that Baron József 
Simonyi was definitely born in Nagykálló, rather than in 
Nyírtass or Hajdúszoboszló. The dissertation also reveals 
which of the variations and possibilities of birth dates 
emerging in previous research cannot come into 
consideration as possible birth dates of József Simonyi 
(then Simon). Lastly, I identify the real time of birth of the 
Colonel. 
 
3. The dissertation describes Colonel Simonyi’s military 
career from his common cavalryman status all the way to 
his colonel rank and his regimental commander position. 
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His exploits in the individual fights and battles are also 
presented in detail. 
 
4. In my dissertation I also discuss in detail József 
Simonyi’s Military Order of Maria Theresa, his Austrian 
and Hungarian baronial title, as well as the circumstances 
of their acquisition and the documents of this decoration 
and granting of title. I also describe the circumstances and 
causes that led to the later Colonel changing his name 
from Simon to Simonyi. 
 
5. I managed to locate and include in my thesis some 
previously unknown genealogical sources that allow us to 
define exactly who were the members of the Baron Simonyi 
family and who were not, such as Imre Simonyi, poet or the 
space tourist Charles Simonyi. Among others things, I 
found registry records of Colonel Simonyi's marriage, as 
well as his known and up to this point unknown children. I 
also found out that the family had a third generation as 
well. 
 
6. The dissertation describes the military court trial and 
the death of Baron József Simonyi in detail. Through these 
details I clarify the reasons for the Colonel’s fall and the 
circumstances and causes that led to his death.  
 
7. I located and in the dissertation I outline in length the 
lives of Colonel Simonyi's wife, his two grown-up children – 
especially his son, Baron Lajos Simonyi minister – and 
their families. 
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8. Finally, in my dissertation I talk about the estates of the 
Baron Simonyi family in detail, the present state of these 
estates, as well as the family’s tomb in Budapest, and I 
also describe who are buried there. 
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IV. Publications of the author on the topic of 

the dissertation 
 
 

Volumes: 
 
 1. A vitézvári báró Simonyi család története. Békés 
Megyei Levéltár, Gyula, 1999. 82 p. 
 2. Simonyi óbester családja. Pro Patria Alapítvány, 
Debrecen, 2002. 104 p. 
 
 

Studies: 
 
 3. A vitézvári báró Simonyi család története. In: 
Szabolcs-Szatmár-Beregi Levéltári Évkönyv, XII. köt. 
Szerk.: Nagy Ferenc. Nyíregyháza, 1997. 409–450. p.  
 4. Simonyi óbester származásának és születésének 
kérdései. In: Az Óbester ébresztése. Tanulmányok Simonyi 
Józsefről. Periférián Könyvek, 4. köt. Szerk.: Kun András. 
Báró Vitézvári Simonyi Óbester Egyesület – Periférián 
Kulturális és Művelődési Alapítvány, Debrecen-
Nyíregyháza, 2001. 21–40. p. 
 
 

Publications: 
 
 5. Báró Simonyi Lajos emlékezete. In: Honismeret, 1995. 
1. sz. 12–14. p. 
 6. Simonyi óbester bárói diplomája. In: Hadtörténelmi 
Közlemények, 1995. 2. sz. 78–84. p 
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 7. A báró Simonyi család harmadik generációja. Avagy a 
Debrecenben elhunyt ifjabb báró Simonyi Lajos anyakönyvi 
adatai. In: Debreceni Szemle, 1998. 3. sz. 522–524. p.  
 8. Simonyi óbester szablyája. In: Haditechnika, 2005. 1. 
sz. 82–83. p. 
 9. Simonyi óbester kitüntetései. In: Haditechnika, 2005. 
3. sz. 58. p. 
 10. A báró Simonyi család vadászi kápolnája. In: 
Szövétnek, 2005. 4. sz. 10–11. p. 
 11. Simonyi óbester lányának badeni síremléke. In: 
Szövétnek, 2007. 5. sz. 8–9. p. 

 
 

Articles: 
 
 12. Az óbester. In: Interpress Magazin, 1987. 10. sz. 4–9. 
p. 
 13. Felszámolták Simonyi óbester lányának a síremlékét. 
In: Bécsi Napló, 2005. 4. sz. 6. p. 
 14. Avagy egy „kettős névváltoztatás”. In: Gyulai Hírlap, 
2008. 1–2. sz. 8. p. 
 15. A „Simonyiak Házáról” és báró Simonyi Lajosról. In: 
Gyulai Hírlap, 2008. 43. sz. 7. p. 
 16. A Simonyi bárók vadászi kastélyáról. In: Gyulai 
Hírlap, 2008. 48. sz. 7. p. 
  17. A Simonyi bárók vadászi kápolnájáról. In: Gyulai 
Hírlap, 2008. 50. sz. 7. p. 
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V. Further works by the author, published and 
certified for publication 

 
 
 1. A springfieldi halálroham. In: Honismeret, 1986. 6. 
sz. 44–45. p. 
 2. A springfieldi hős. In: Interpress Magazin, 1989. 1. sz. 
4–9. p. 
 3. Magyar főúri családok. A Bercsényiek. In: Interpress 
Magazin, 1992. 3. sz. 34–41. p. 
 4. Magyar főúri családok. A Rádayak. In: Interpress 
Magazin, 1992. 12. sz. 30–37. p. 
 5. Magyar főúri családok. Az Eötvös család. In: 
Interpress Magazin, 1993. 12. sz. 97–103. p. 
 6. A tizenhatodik aradi vértanú. Lenkey János tábornok 
emlékezete. In: Hadtörténelmi Közlemények, 1994. 3. sz. 
88–120. p. 
 7. Dr. Pacha Ágoston emlékezete. In: Egyházfórum, 
1994. 3. sz. 55–57. p. 
 8. Märtyer seines Glaubens. Vor 40 Jahren starb 
Bischof Dr. Augustin Pacha. In: Der Donauschwabe, 1994. 
47. sz. 6. p. 
 9. Zum Gedenken an Augustin Pacha. In: Neue Zeitung, 
1994. 50. sz. 12. p. 
 10. Nuszbek József emlékezete. In: Gyulai Hírlap, 1995. 
11. sz. 4. p. 
 11. A gyulamonostori apáti cím. In: Katolikus Egyházi 
Tudósító, 1995. 1. sz. 3. p. 
 12. A Szentháromság kápolna halottja. In: Gyulai 
Hírlap, 1995. 36. sz. 4. p. 
 13. Dr. Pacha Ágoston emlékezete. In: Erdélyi 
Magyarság, 1995. 3. sz. 42. p. 
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 14. Báró Apor Vilmos püspöki címere. In: Turul, 1995. 
3–4. sz. 80–81. p. 
 15. Egy gyulai származású püspökjelölt. In: Gyulai 
Hírlap, 1995. 51–52. sz. 6. p. 
 16. Gyulamonostor első címzetes apátja. In: Gyulai 
Katolikus Tudósító, 1995. 2. sz. 2. p. 
 17. Gyulamonostor második címzetes apátja. In: Gyulai 
Katolikus Tudósító, 1996. 1. sz. 2. p. 
 18. Gyulamonostor harmadik címzetes apátja. In: 
Gyulai Katolikus Tudósító, 1996. 2. sz. 2. p. 
 19. Makón tanított. In: Makói Hét, 1996. 12. sz. 8. p. 
 20. A gyulai plébánosok apáti és préposti címei. I. rész. 
In: Gyulai Katolikus Tudósító, 1996. 3. sz. 2. p. 
 21. A gyulai plébánosok apáti és préposti címei. II. rész. 
Adattár. In: Gyulai Katolikus Tudósító, 1996. 4. sz. 2. p. 
 22. Nagyváradi schematizmus 1995. A nagyváradi 
egyházmegye névtára Szent László király halála 900-ik 
jubileumi évében. In: Magyar Egyháztörténeti Vázlatok, 
1995. 3–4. sz. 254–255. p. 
 23. Gyulai születésű nagyváradi kanonokok. In: Gyulai 
Katolikus Tudósító, 1996. 5. sz. 2. p. 
 24. Századunk magyar főpapjai. Pacha Ágoston püspök. 
Vetés, 22. köt. Agapé Ferences Nyomda és Könyvkiadó, 
Szeged, 1996. 40 p. 
 25. ... vor Kummer über dein Haus. Dr. Martin Metzger 
ist bei den Banatern unvergessen. In: Der Donauschwabe, 
1997. 10. sz. 8. p. 
 26. Hogy hívták Wenckheim Krisztina édesanyját? In: 
Gyulai Hírlap, 1997. 11. sz. 4. p. 
 27. Püspöki helynökség Gyulán (1921–1924). In: Magyar 
Egyháztörténeti Vázlatok, 1996. 1–2. sz. 191–230. p. [klny. 
is] 
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 28. Román ortodox püspökség Gyulán. In: Gyulai 
Hírlap, 1997. 18. sz. 5. p. 
 29. A nagyváradi székeskáptalan tagjai (1920–1945). In: 
Turul, 1997. 1–2. sz. 13–19. p. [klny. is] 
 30. A csanádi kanonokok mellkeresztje. In: Szeged, 
1997. 7. sz. 22–23. p. 
 31. A gyulai esperesi kerület. In: Gyulai Katolikus 
Tudósító, 1997. 3. sz. 2. p. 
 32. Gyulai káplánok a XVIII. században. In: Gyulai 
Katolikus Tudósító, 1997. 3. sz. 2. p. 
 33. A Beleznay család tagjairól megjelent sírversek és 
temetési gyászbeszédek. In: Magyar Könyvszemle, 1997. 3. 
sz. 322–326. p. [klny. is] 
 34. Gyulai káplánok a XIX. század első felében. In: 
Gyulai Katolikus Tudósító, 1997. 4. sz. 2. p. 
 35. Karácsonyi János egyházi pályája és forrásai a 
Békés Megyei Levéltárban. In: Magyar Egyháztörténeti 
Vázlatok, 1996. 3–4. sz. 73–90. p. [klny. is] 
 36. Az Almásy család grófi címéről. In: Nők Lapja, 1997. 
45. sz. 65. p. 
 37. Gyulai káplánok a XIX. század második felében. In: 
Gyulai Katolikus Tudósító, 1997. 6. sz. 2. p. 
 38. Farkas Sándor könyvéről. In: Gyulai Hírlap, 1997. 
52. sz. 4. p.  
 39. Lenkey tábornok és Sarkad. In: Bárka, 1998. 2. sz. 
52–61. p. 
 40. Gyulai káplánok (1900–1945). In: Gyulai Katolikus 
Tudósító, 1998. 2. sz. 2. p. 
 41. Lotz Antal (1930–1998). In: Levéltári Szemle, 1998. 
2. sz. 65–66. p. 
 42. Gyulai káplánok (1945–1998). In: Gyulai Katolikus 
Tudósító, 1998. 3. sz. 2. p. 
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 43. A Beleznay család pilisi sírboltja és az ott 
eltemetettek anyakönyvi adatai. In: Turul, 1998. 1–2. sz. 
10–17. p. [klny. is] 
 44. Gróf Lőwenburg János Jakabné sírköve Bécsben. In: 
Békés Megyei Nap, 1998. 261. sz. 7. p. 
 45. Gróf Lőwenburg János Jakab és feleségének szobrai 
Sopronban. In: Békés Megyei Nap, 1998. 261. sz. 7. p. 
 46. Trianon után a szomszédos államokhoz került római 
katolikus főegyházmegyék, egyházmegyék és apostoli 
kormányzóságok főpásztorainak archontológiája. In: 
Századok, 1998. 6. sz. 1343–1373. p. [klny. is] 
  47. Egyházközségünk világi elnökei a XX. században. In: 
Gyulai Katolikus Tudósító, 1998. 6. sz. 2. p. 
 48. Eötvös József fiatalon elhunyt gyermekének 
anyakönyvi adatai. In: Irodalomtörténeti Közlemények, 
1998. 3–4. sz. 547–549. p. 
 49. Egy vers az amerikai polgárháborúból. In: 
Művelődés, 1999. 2. sz. 12–13. p. 
 50. A Békés Megyei Levéltár vezetőinek archontológiája 
(1797–1998). In: Levéltári Szemle, 1999. 1. sz. 14–21. p. 
 51. A gyulai plébánosok temetkezési helyei. In: Gyulai 
Katolikus Tudósító, 1999. 3. sz. 2. p.  
 52. A Gyulai Római Katolikus Plébánia Évkönyve 2000. 
Gyulai Római Katolikus Plébánia, Gyula, 1999. 102 p. 
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