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These observations might indicate that their imagination 
could make an unusual perception and reaction towards 
other animal species.

Allomothering, defined as temporary carrying of 
non-kin infants is performed mostly by non-parous young 
females, which has been suggested to be a process of ac-
quiring maternal skills in non-human primates (McKenna 
1979). However, it is occasionally conducted by adult 
parous females without their own infants (Nozaki 2009; 
Tokuyama 2015). Chio’s case fits the latter well, because 
she had not cared her own infants for a long time. The 
unusual carrying might have been a coincidence induced 
by the maternal drive for infant caring. 
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Given that chimpanzees have shown more instances 
of cannibalism than all other species of non-human pri-
mates combined, and also that chimpanzees are the most-
invoked species for modelling the evolutionary origins 
of human behaviour, this book seemed worth scrutinis-
ing. Furthermore, the sub-title suggests a natural science 
viewpoint, rather than the more usual social science (i.e., 
anthropology) viewpoint, as does the author’s status 
as a vertebrate zoologist (on the faculty of Long Island 
University, USA). For comparative contrast, see what 
may be the best previous example of tackling the topic, 
Petrinovich’s (2000) The Cannibal Within, in which non-
human cannibalism gets only 5 pp.

First, the structure and format. Schutt does not do 
research on cannibalism but instead summarises and 
synthesises findings on the topic. But he goes beyond 
reading and analysing published material by travelling to 
interview researchers in situ, with participant observation 
that entails (e.g.) archaeology and anthropophagy. (Yes, 
he eats human tissue.) About this, he writes accessibly but 
academically (e.g., providing scientific names for taxa), 
with a light touch enlivened by humour. Good points are: 
28 pages of endnotes by text page number, which provide 
references to publications; an extensive book list (n = 68), 

https://doi.org/10.1002/1098-2345(200102)53:2<93::AID-AJP5>3.0.CO;2-X


22 Pan Africa News, 24(2), December 2017

of which a third focus on cannibalism; 35 line drawings 
as illustrations (although almost all lack captions). Not 
so good is the inexplicable lack of an index. The result is 
award-winning, and the content usefully extends and up-
dates Petrinovich’s older efforts.

What are the book’s strong points? His is the most 
comprehensive, available treatment of cannibalism in 
terms of variation across animal taxa, from invertebrates 
(cricket, mantis, spider, snail) to vertebrates (spadefoot 
toad, hamster, polar bear, caecilian, dinosaur). Some of 
this amounts to myth-busting. Among extinct hominins, 
he concentrates on Neanderthals, as they provide the best 
data. But in all cases, he focusses healthy scepticism on 
exaggerated claims, showing how hard it is methodologi-
cally to ascertain cannibalism unless observed directly. 
He covers the standard sub-categories of types, that is, 
survival, ritual, nutritional, endo-, exo-, etc., but usefully 
adds others that are less well-known, such as filial, medi-
cal, auto-, etc. 

Schutt includes the standard case studies: New 
Guinean mortuary cannibalism by the Fore and the re-
sulting disease of kuru, Donner Party (American settlers 
snowbound and starving), Christian Eucharist, etc. In 
each case, he is able to go beyond Petrinovich, showing 
that research continues to yield new insights. But he shies 
away from the Aztecs, adopting an anti-conquistadore, 
pro-native American stance that is almost polemical. He 
details other cases, e.g., WWII Stalingrad, 20th century 
China, and European medical anthropophagy that surpris-
ingly flourished and endured until recently. His coverage 
of present-day, fashionable placentophagia in the West is 
entertaining.

What about weak points? The shadow of William 
Arens hangs over the book, long after his sell-by date. 
(Arens wrote a provocative book, The Man-Eating Myth, 
almost 40 years ago that claimed that human cannibal-
ism did not exist.) Although he was quickly debunked, 
somehow his inf luence persists, and Schutt spends far 
too much time in musing conversations with Arens, who 
tries to weasel out of the facts. Especially regretable in 
Schutt’s ignoring of Anasazi cannibalism in the American 
Southwest, which is well-documented archaeologically. At 
times, he wanders off-topic, such as telling us more than 
we need to know about prions versus viruses. Some of his 
forays into the arts come across as a bit trivial (Odysseus, 
Robinson Crusoe), while other obvious candidates are ig-
nored, such as a recent, long-running American television 
series, ‘Dexter’, which features an anthropophagic foren-
sic technician.

But what about non-human primates? Disappointing-
ly, although chimpanzees get most of the mentions, all 
but one 3-page section are superficial, and in it, only three 
sources are cited: Hiraiwa-Hasegawa (1992) (also used 
by Petrinovich), Goodall (1977), and a popular reference 
to Townsend et al. (2007). This will disappoint readers 
of PAN, considering all that has been published between 
Bygott (1972) and Nishie & Nakamura (2018). All of 
these papers focus on infanticide, while Schutt seems 
unaware of (e.g.) consumption of adults in other primate 
taxa (Hamalainer 2012) or non-infanticidal consumption 
(Dellatore et al. 2009).

So, a panthropologist will learn nothing about primate 
cannibalism, but the book will put it into comparative per-
spective, especially if read sequentially after Petrinovich.
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