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HIF-1-mediated suppression of 
mitochondria electron transport 
chain function confers resistance to 
lidocaine-induced cell death
Akihisa Okamoto1,2, Chisato Sumi1,2, Hiromasa Tanaka2, Munenori Kusunoki1,2, Teppei Iwai1, 
Kenichiro Nishi1, Yoshiyuki Matsuo2, Hiroshi Harada3,4, Keizo Takenaga5, Hidemasa Bono   6 
& Kiichi Hirota   2

The local anesthetic lidocaine induces cell death by altering reactive oxygen species (ROS) generation 
and mitochondrial electron transport chain function. Because hypoxia-inducible factor 1 (HIF-1) 
is involved in determining oxygen metabolism and mitochondria function, we investigated the 
involvement of HIF-1 activity in lidocaine-induced cell death. We investigated the role of HIF activation 
on lidocaine-induced caspase activation and cell death in renal cell-derived RCC4 cells lacking functional 
von Hippel-Lindau (VHL) protein. We demonstrate that HIF-1 suppressed oxygen consumption and 
facilitated glycolysis in a pyruvate dehydrogenase kinase-1-dependent manner and that activation of 
HIF-1 conferred resistance to lidocaine-induced cell death. We also demonstrated that exogenous HIF-1 
activation, through HIFα-hydroxylase inhibition or exposure to hypoxic conditions, alleviates lidocaine 
toxicity by suppressing mitochondria function and generating ROS, not only in RCC4 cells, but also in 
the neuronal SH-SY5Y cells. In conclusion, we demonstrate that HIF-1 activation due to VHL deletion, 
treatment with small molecule HIFα-hydroxylase inhibitors, and exposure to hypoxic conditions 
suppresses mitochondrial respiratory chain function and confers resistance to lidocaine toxicity.

Local anesthetics, including lidocaine, affect the intra- and extra-cellular signaling pathways of both neuronal 
and non-neuronal cells, resulting in long-term modulation of biological functions such as cell growth and death1. 
Although the primary target of lidocaine is voltage-gated sodium channels, the targets and mechanisms in the 
context of cell growth and death are unknown. Studies indicate that mitochondria are one of the critical targets 
of lidocaine2–4. Similarly, we previously reported that reactive oxygen species (ROS) derived from mitochondria 
play an essential role in lidocaine-induced apoptosis and treatment with the antioxidants N-acetyl cysteine (NAC) 
and Trolox effectively prevents apoptosis4. The mitochondrial oxidative phosphorylation (OXPHOS) system plays 
a critical role in modulating ATP supply in the human body. Deficits derived from genetic and pharmacologic 
treatments cause functional disorders and cell death. The OXPHOS machinery consists of four enzyme com-
plexes in the respiratory chain that transport electrons obtained from the oxidation of carbohydrates and fats to 
molecular oxygen (O2); a fifth enzyme complex uses the energy derived from this process to drive ATP synthesis. 
O2 is the electron acceptor, resulting in the production of H2O in a process that is catalyzed by complex IV of the 
mitochondrial electron transport chain (ETC). Because the process is not completely efficient, electron transport 
to O2 may occur in complexes I or III, resulting in generation of ROS that can oxidize cellular proteins, lipids, and 
nucleic acids5–7. The generated ROS causes cell dysfunction or death when cells are exposed to drugs affecting 
electron transport in the ETC.
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The hypoxia-inducible factors (HIFs) HIF-1 and HIF-2 are transcriptional factors that function as a master 
regulators of oxygen homeostasis in most animal species8–11. Previous studies demonstrated that HIF-1 transac-
tivates genes encoding glucose transporters, glycolytic enzymes, and the pyruvate dehydrogenase kinase PDK-1 
in response to reduced O2 availability12, 13. Each HIF is a heterodimeric protein composed of a constitutively 
expressed HIF-1β subunit and an O2-regulated HIF-1α or HIF-2α subunit14. Under aerobic or normoxic con-
ditions, HIF-1α and HIF-2α are subjected to prolyl hydroxylation by oxygenases that utilize O2 as a substrate9.

Hydroxylation modification is required for binding of the von Hippel-Lindau (VHL) protein, which targets 
HIF-1α and HIF-2α for ubiquitination and proteasomal degradation15. The interaction of HIFα with the coac-
tivators CBP and p300 is blocked by O2-dependent asparaginyl hydroxylation mediated by the factor inhibiting 
HIF-1 (FIH-1) protein16, 17. Under hypoxic conditions, the hydroxylation reaction rate declines because of a short-
age in substrate O2 molecules leading to HIF activation and providing a mechanism by which changes in oxygen-
ation are transduced to the nucleus as changes in gene expression. Even under normoxic conditions, treatment 
with hydroxylase inhibitors such as dimethyloxaloylglycine (DMOG), desferoxamine (DFX), and n-propyl gallate 
(nPG) activate HIFs14, 18, 19. Moreover, certain types of mutations and the genetic deletion of VHL also activate 
HIFs even under normoxic conditions18, 20.

HIFs drive hypoxic gene expression changes that are thought to be adaptive for cells exposed to a 
reduced-oxygen environment. Mitochondrial function can be regulated by HIFs12, 13, 21, 22. OXPHOS is regulated 
by several mechanisms, including substrate availability. The major substrates for OXPHOS are O2, which is the 
terminal electron acceptor, and pyruvate, which is the primary carbon source. Pyruvate is the end product of gly-
colysis and is converted to acetyl-CoA through the activity of the pyruvate dehydrogenase complex of enzymes 
that is regulated by pyruvate dehydrogenase kinases (PDKs)12. The acetyl-CoA directly enters the tricarboxylic 
acid cycle (TCA) cycle as citrate synthase where it combines with oxaloacetate to generate citrate. Thus, HIF-1 
not only regulates the supply of oxygen, but also actively regulates the oxygen demand of the tissues and cells by 
reducing the activity of the major cellular consumer of oxygen, mitochondria22. HIF-1 promotes the efficient 
use of available oxygen while also reducing the generation of harmful byproducts from respiration such as free 
radicals and H2O2

23, 24.
In this study, we investigate the role of HIF activation on lidocaine-induced apoptosis in renal cell-derived 

RCC4 cells lacking functional VHL and neuronal SH-SY5Y cells exposed to nPG, DFX, or hypoxia and describe 
that activation of HIF-1 alleviates lidocaine toxicity by suppressing mitochondrial functions and generating ROS.

Results
RCC4-EV cells are more resistant to lidocaine-induced cell injury than RCC4-VHL 
cells.  RCC4-EV cells lack VHL activity and constitutively express HIF-1α and HIF-2α proteins, whereas in 
the RCC4-VHL subclone, which is stably transfected with a VHL expression vector, the expression of HIF-1α 
and HIF-2α proteins are induced only under hypoxic culture conditions20, 25. In order to determine the dose-re-
sponse relationship for caspase 3/7 activation, we treated RCC4-VHL cells with the indicated doses of lidocaine 
(Supplementary Fig. 1a). Both RCC4-VHL and RCC4-EV cells were exposed to 1, 4, and 10 mM lidocaine for 12 h 
and the caspase 3/7 (Fig. 1a) and caspase 9 (Fig. 1b) activity was evaluated. Next, time-response relationship was 
detemined for the indicated times (Fig. 1c). Concentrations higher than 4 mM lidocaine induced caspase activa-
tion within 12 h, and 4 mM lidocaine induced the activation in a time-dependent manner up to 48 h.

A significant difference was detected between RCC4-EV cells and RCC4-VHL cells following 4 mM and 
10 mM lidocaine treatment. To confirm these findings, RCC4-EV cells and RCC4-VHL cells were stained with 
PI and FITC-conjugated annexin V and evaluated by flow cytometry (Fig. 1d and Supplementary Fig. 1b). In 
agreement with the activation of caspase 3/7 and caspase 9, cell death rates following treatment with 1 mM and 
4 mM lidocaine for 12 h were significantly less in RCC4-EV cells than in RCC4-VHL cells. The 10 mM lidocaine 
treatment increased the PI positive cell population, whereas the component ratios were not different between the 
cell types (Fig. 1d). Although there was a significant difference between RCC4-VHL cells and RCC4-EV cells in 
the lactate dehydrogenase (LDH) release induced by 4 mM lidocaine treatment, a significant difference was not 
detected following treatment with 10 mM lidocaine (Fig. 1e).

Finally, the mitochondria membrane voltage (ΔΨm) was investigated in both cell lines (Fig. 1f and 
Supplementary Fig. 1c). The decrease in ΔΨm by 1 mM and 4 mM lidocaine treatment was prevented in 
RCC4-EV cells. In contrast, a statistically significant difference was not detected following 10 mM lidocaine 
treatment.

Together, the experimental results indicate that RCC4-EV cells are more resistant to 4 mM lidocaine-induced 
apoptosis compared to its derivative RCC4-VHL, in which VHL protein are exogenously overexpressed.

HIFs are activated in RCC4-EV cells under 20% O2 conditions.  We investigated whether the HIFs are 
active in RCC4-VHL and RCC4-EV cells in normoxic (20% O2) and hypoxic (1% O2) conditions. First, expres-
sion of HIF-1α, HIF-2α, and HIF-1β proteins were assayed by Western blot analysis in RCC4-VHL cells and 
RCC4-EV cells under both 20% and 1% O2 conditions (Fig. 2a). Consistent with a previous report20, HIF-1α and 
HIF-2α proteins were constitutively expressed even under 20% O2 conditions in RCC4-EV cells at comparable 
levels to those of RCC4-VHL cells under 1% O2 conditions. HIF-1β expression was stable for both oxygenation 
states in both cell types. Consistent with HIF-α protein expression, glucose transporter 1 (glut1), lactate dehy-
drogenase A (ldha), and PDK-1 mRNA had increased expression in RCC4-EV cells than in RCC4-VHL cells 
under 20% O2 conditions. In contrast, HIF-1α and HIF-2α mRNA expression patterns are different from those 
of HIF-downstream gene expressions (Fig. 2b). Notably, RCC4-EV cells under 20% O2 conditions had decreased 
HIF-1α mRNA expression levels compared to RCC4-VHL cells under 1% O2 conditions (Fig. 2b).

Next, the RCC4-EV and RCC4-VHL cell proliferation rates were measured using an assay based on 
reduction of the tetrazolium compound [3-(4,5-dimethyl-2-yl)-5-(3-carboxymethoxyphenyl)-2-(4-sulfoph
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enyl)-2H-tetrazolium, inner salt; MTS] (Fig. 2c). No significant difference in cell proliferation rates between 
RCC4-VHL cells and RCC4-EV cells was found. However, the ATP content in RCC4-EV cells was higher 
than that in RCC4-VHL cells (Fig. 2d). There were no significant differences in mitochondrial mass between 
RCC4-VHL cells and RCC4-EV cells (Fig. 2e).

The transcription factors HIF-1 and HIF-2 were constitutively activated in RCC4-EV, which lacks VHL gene 
even under 20% O2 as comparably as those of RCC4-VHL cells under 1% O2 conditions.

HIF-1 activation is required for RCC4-EV cells to confer resistance to lidocaine-induced cell 
death.  HIFs, including HIF-1 and HIF-2, are activated in RCC4-EV cells under 20% O2 conditions. We 
next examined the involvement of HIFs in maintaining the resistance to lidocaine toxicity. RCC4-EV cells were 
treated with the HIF inhibitor YC-1. The YC-1 treatment decreased expression of genes located downstream 
from HIF-1 and HIF-2 (Supplementary Fig. 2a). The YC-1 treatment significantly increased caspase3/7 acti-
vation (Fig. 3a) and induced cell death (Fig. 3b) within 12 h following 4 mM lidocaine treatment in RCC4-EV 
cells. In contrast, the treatment with YC-1 did not exert a significant effect on caspase3/7 activation or cell death 
rates in RCC4-VHL cells (Supplementary Fig. 2b). Next, we treated RCC4-VHL cells with the HIFα-hydroxylase 
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Figure 1.  RCC4-EV cells are more resistant to lidocaine-induced cell injury than RCC4-VHL cells. RCC4-
VHL and RCC4-EV cells were exposed to the indicated concentrations (1, 4, or 10 mM) of lidocaine for 
varying lengths of time (0, 12, 24, and 48 h). (a,b and c) Graphic depictions of caspase-3/7 (n = 5) (a and b) 
and caspase-9 (n = 5) (c) activity in each treatment group at different time points (d) Cells were harvested and 
cell death percentages were measured with flow cytometry. The ratio of propidium iodide (PI)-positive and/or 
annexin V-positive cells [(Q1 + Q2 + Q4)/(Q1 + Q2 + Q3 + Q4)] was used to calculate the percentage of dead 
cells (Supplemental Fig. S1) (n = 3). (e) Graphic depiction of cell death percentages in treated and untreated cell 
populations. Cell death was evaluated by measuring the levels of lactate dehydrogenase (LDH) within culture 
supernatants (n = 4). Control is treatment with lysis buffer. (f) Graphic depiction of the average mitochondrial 
membrane potential (ΔΨm) of treated and untreated cells (n = 3) at each time point. Values indicate the 
ratio [Q2/(Q2 + Q4)] of green JC-1 monomers (527 nm emission) to red aggregates (590 nm emission). Data 
presented in (a–f) are expressed as mean ± standard deviation (SD). Differences between results were evaluated 
by two-way ANOVA followed by Dunnett’s test for multiple comparisons (a, c–f) or one-way ANOVA followed 
by Dunnett’s test for multiple comparisons (b). *p < 0.05 compared to the control cell population at incubation 
time 0 h (no treatment). #p < 0.05 compared to the control cell population at the same lidocaine concentration 
(group).
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inhibitors nPG (100 µM) and DFX (130 µM) in addition to exposure to the 1% O2 condition. These treatments 
increased expression of genes located downstream of HIF-1 and HIF-2 (Supplementary Fig. 2c) and conferred 
lidocaine resistance in RCC4-VHL cells. The treatments significantly suppressed caspase3/7 activation (Fig. 3c) 
and inhibited cell death (Fig. 3d) induced by 4 mM lidocaine in RCC4 cells. Thus, the evidence indicates that 
HIF activation is required and sufficient for maintenance of resistance against lidocaine toxicity. Because genetic 
ablation or treatment with HIFα hydroxylase inhibitors including nPG and DFX activate both HIF-1 and HIF-2 
transcription factors19, 20, we examined which subtype is critical for conferring lidocaine resistance. Both the 
mRNA and protein expressions of HIF-1α or HIF-2α was were decreased decerased significantly by treatment 
treament with the corresponding siRNA (Fig. 3e) and HIFα proteins (Supplementary Fig. 2d). The knockdown 
study indicated that suppression of HIF-1α expression, but not HIF-2α, significantly affected caspase 3/7 activa-
tion (Fig. 3f) and cell death rates (Fig. 3g) following 4 mM lidocaine treatment. The results indicate that HIF-1, 
but not HIF-2, plays an essential role in the phenomenon.

Thus, HIF-1 but not HIF-2 activity is required for RCC4-EV cells to be resistant to lidocaine-induced cell 
death.

Figure 2.  HIFs are activated in RCC4-EV cells in normoxic conditions. (a) RCC4-EV and RCC4-VHL 
cells were exposed to normoxic (20% O2) or hypoxic (1% O2) conditions for 4 h. Whole-cell lysates were 
immunoblotted (IB) using anti-HIF-1α, HIF-2α, HIF-1β, and β-actin antibodies. Experiments were repeated 
twice and representative blots are shown. (b) RCC4-EV and RCC4-EV cells were cultured for 4 h under 20% 
O2 or 1% O2 conditions prior to analysis of hypoxia-inducible factor 1α (hif1α), hypoxia-inducible factor 2α 
(hif2α), hypoxia-inducible factor 1β (hif1β), glucose transporter 1 (glut1), lactate dehydrogenase A (lhda), 
and pyruvate dehydrogenase kinase 1 (pdk1) mRNA levels using real-time reverse transcriptase polymerase 
chain reaction (RT-PCR). Fold expression was calculated relative to the values measured for RCC4-VHL cells 
incubated in 20% O2. Data presented are expressed as mean ± standard deviation (SD). *p < 0.05 compared to 
the control cell population of RCC4-VHL cells under 20% O2 conditons. #p < 0.05 compared between indicated 
groups. (c) Graphic depiction of the cell viability levels for treated and untreated cells at each time point 
(n = 4). Differences between results were evaluated by two-way ANOVA followed by Dunnett’s test for multiple 
comparisons. (d) ATP content of RCC4-EV and RCC4-VHL cells was measured. Differences between results 
were evaluated by t-test. #p < 0.05 compared between indicated groups. (e) Equal numbers of RCC4 and RCC4-
VHL cells were stained with MitoGreenTM and analyzed by flow cytometry to measure mitochondrial mass. 
Differences between results were evaluated by t-test.
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Figure 3.  HIF-1 activation is required for RCC4-EV cells to confer resistance against lidocaine-induced 
cell death. (a and b) RCC4-EV cells were exposed to 4 mM lidocaine for 24 h with or without 100 µM YC-1. 
(a) Graphic depictions of caspase-3/7 activity (n = 5). (b) Cells were harvested and cell death percentages 
were analyzed by flow cytometry. (c and d) RCC4-VHL cells were exposed to 4 mM lidocaine and treated 
with 100 µM nPG, 100 µM DFX, or exposure to 1% O2 conditions for 24 h. Graphic depictions of caspase-3/7 
activity (n = 5). (c) Cells were harvested and cell death percentages were analyzed by flow cytometry. (d) (e–g) 
RCC4-EV cells were transfected with small interfering RNA (siRNA) targeting HIF-1α (hif1a), HIF-2α (hif2a), 
or a negative control (scr). Expression of mRNA of HIF-1α, HIF-2α was measued by qRT-PCR. (e) Cells were 
exposed to 4 mM lidocaine for 24 h. Graphic depictions of caspase-3/7 activity (n = 5). (f) Cells were harvested 
and cell death percentages were analyzed by flow cytometry. (g) Data presented in (a–g) are expressed as 
mean ± standard deviation (SD). Differences between results were evaluated by two-way ANOVA followed by 
Dunnett’s test for multiple comparisons. *p < 0.05 compared to the control cell population at incubation time 
0 h (no treatment). #p < 0.05 compared to the indicated experimental group.
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Reprogrammed oxygen metabolism is established in RCC4-EV cells.  Because numerous reports 
clearly indicate HIF-1 involvement in determination of oxygen metabolism12, 13, 21, 24, 26, we investigated gene 
expression in RCC4-EV cells and RCC4-VHL cells by RNA-Seq analysis using data deposited in a public data-
base. The RNA expression analysis by Next-Generation Sequencing (NGS) data revealed differences in the cellu-
lar hypoxic pathway and HIF-1-signaling pathway between RCC4-EV cells and RCC4-VHL cells (Supplementary 
Fig. 3a and b and Supplementary Table 1). Next, we investigated oxygen metabolism activity and glycolysis in 
RCC4-EV cells and RCC4-VHL cells using the oxygen consumption rate (OCR) (Fig. 4a and Supplementary 
Fig. 4a and c) and extracellular acidification rate (ECAR), which is a surrogate index for glycolysis (Fig. 4b and 
Supplementary Fig. 4b and d). The mitochondrial basal oxygen consumption rate (OCR-basal) was significantly 
lower in RCC4-EV cells than in RCC4-VHL cells under 20% O2 conditions (Fig. 4a). In accordance, ECAR levels, 
representing extracellular lactate concentration, were significantly higher in RCC4-EV cells than in RCC4-VHL 
cells (Fig. 4b). In addition, there were significant differences in maximum respiratory rate, non-mitochondrial 
respiration, and proton leak between RCC4-EV cells and RCC4-VHL cells (Supplementary Fig. 4e–g) and the 
reprogramming is suppressed by YC-1 treatment (Supplementary Fig. 5a). Thus, oxygen and metabolic repro-
gramming from aerobic to anaerobic glucose metabolism occurred in RCC4-EV cells. Moreover, nPG treatment, 
DFX treatment, or 1% O2 exposure conditions also metabolically reprogrammed RCC4-VHL-cells (Fig. 4c and 
d). Next, the involvement of mitochondria function in lidocaine-induced toxicity was investigated. P29 cells are 
an established cell line derived from mouse lung cancer. P29 ρ0 cells are a subclone lacking mitochondria DNA 
(Supplementary Fig. 5b). Both 4 and 10 mM lidocaine induced caspase 3/7 activation (Fig. 4e) and cell death rates 
(Fig. 4f) assayed using FACS in P29 cells, similar to RCC4-VHL cells. In contrast, P29 ρ0 cells are almost resistant 
to the effects induced by 4 and 10 mM lidocaine (Fig. 4e and f).

The experimental results indicated the HIF-1 activation is required and sufficient to reprogram the oxygen 
metabolism in a mitochondria-dependent manner in RCC4 cells.

ROS production in response to lidocaine treatment is reduced in RCC4-EV cells in a PDK-
1-dependent manner.  In a previous study4, we found that lidocaine induces reactive oxygen species (ROS) 
generation in cells and that ROS play a critical role in lidocaine-induced cell death. Here, we compared ROS 
generation between RCC4-VHL and RCC4-EV cells in response to 4 mM lidocaine treatment. ROS genera-
tion in response to 4 mM lidocaine treatment increased in RCC4-VHL cells, but did not significantly change in 
RCC4-EV cells (Fig. 5a). PDK-1 expression is responsible for the reduction in ROS generation under hypoxic 
conditions23, 24 and the metabolic switch for cellular adaptation to hypoxia12, 13. mRNA expression of PDK-1 was 
decreased significantly by treatment with the siRNA (Fig. 5b). The reduction of ROS generation in RCC4-EV cells 
was reversed by suppression of PDK-1 expression by treatment with siRNA against PDK-1 (Fig. 5c). Accordingly, 
caspase 3/7 activation by 4 mM lidocaine is increased in RCC4-EV cells treated with siRNA against PDK-1 
(Fig. 5d). Although the OCRs were not significantly affected by treatment with siRNA against PDK-1 (Fig. 5e), 
ECAR in RCC4-EV cells was suppressed (Fig. 5f).

Thus, ROS production in response to lidocaine treatment is reduced in RCC4-EV cells in a PDK-1-dependent 
manner. Suppression of ROS generation results in survival of cells against lidocaine treatment.

HIF-1 activation is sufficient to resist lidocaine toxicity in neuronal SH-SY5Y cells.  Finally, we 
tested whether exogenous HIF-1 activation confers resistance to lidocaine in cells derived from different origins 
than RCC4 cells. The neuronal SH-SY5Y cells were treated with 100 µM nPG or 130 µM DFX in 20% O2 or exposed 
to 1% O2 for 6 h. The treatment increased HIF-1α protein expression (Fig. 6a), suppressed OCR, and increased 
ECAR (Fig. 6b) in SH-SY5Y cells and induced expression of HIF-1α-target genes (Supplementary Figure 6). As in 
RCC4-VHL cells, treatment with nPG or DFX conferred resistance to 4 mM lidocaine-induced caspase 3/7 activa-
tion (Fig. 6c) and cell death rates assayed with PI/Annexin V staining (Fig. 6d). In addition to the treatment with 
nPG and DFX, exposure to 1% O2 also conferred lidocaine resistance to SH-SY5Y cells (Fig. 6c and d).

Thus, HIF-1 activation by treatment with HIFα-hydroxylase inhibitors and exposure to hypoxia also sufficient 
to be resistant against lidocaine toxicity to cells even derived from neuronal origin.

Discussion
In this study, we demonstrated for the first time that activation of the endogenous transcription factor HIF-1 
attenuated ROS generation and cell death elicited by lidocaine in not only RCC4 cells, the established renal carci-
noma cell line, but also SH-SY5Y cells, a neuronal cell line.

Although the primary target of lidocaine as a local anesthetic is the voltage-gated sodium channels1, lido-
caine affects cell growth and cell death by modulating mitochondria function at clinically relevant concentra-
tions. Our experimental results utilizing P29 ρ0 cells that lack mitochondria DNA (Fig. 4e and f) clearly indicate 
mitochondria play a critical role in lidocaine-induced apoptosis but not necrosis2–4. We recently demonstrated 
that the local anesthetic lidocaine suppresses the mitochondrial ETC in neuronal SH-SY5Y cells in a dose- and 
time-dependent manner, thereby attenuating mitochondrial membrane potential, inducing ROS production, and 
activating caspase-9- and caspase-3/7-mediated apoptosis and necrosis4. Genetic deletion of VHL gene results in 
activation of HIFs, including HIF-1 and HIF-2, as demonstrated in Fig. 2a and Supplementary Figure 3. VHL is 
an essential component of the E3 ubiquitin ligase that plays an essential role in regulation of HIFα subunit protein 
expression in response to ambient oxygen concentrations. Thus, in RCC4-EV cells, HIF-1α and HIF-2α pro-
teins are expressed even under 20% oxygen concentrations20. VHL deletion conferred resistance against 1-4 mM 
lidocaine-induced apoptosis and overexpression of VHL in RCC4 cells made cells sensitive to lidocaine toxicity 
(Figs 1 and 3). Although both HIFs are structurally and functionally similar, HIF-1 and HIF-2 exert distinct 
roles27, 28. In Fig. 3f, the differential suppression of f HIF-1α and HIF-2α mRNA with siRNA indicate that HIF-1, 
rather than HIF-2, plays a dominant and critical role in conferring the resistance to lidocaine-induced apoptosis. 
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Figure 4.  Reprogrammed oxygen metabolism is established in RCC4-EV cells. Oxygen consumption rate 
(OCR) (a and c) and extracellular acidification rate (ECAR) (b and d) in RCC4-EV cells and RCC4-VHL 
cells (a and b) in normoxic (20% O2) conditions and RCC4-VHL cells exposed to nPG, DFX, or hypoxic (1% 
O2) conditions (c and d). P29 cells and P29 ρ0 cells were exposed to the indicated lidocaine dose for 24 h (e 
and f). Graphic depiction of caspase-3/7 activity (n = 5) (e). Cells were harvested, and the levels of cell death 
percentages were analyzed by flow cytometry. The ratio of propidium iodide (PI)-positive and/or annexin 
V-positive cells [(Q1 + Q2 + Q4)/(Q1 + Q2 + Q3 + Q4)] was used to calculate the percentage of dead cells 
(Supplemental Fig. S1) (n = 3) (f). Cells were harvested, and the levels of cell death were analyzed by flow 
cytometry (f). The ratio of propidium iodide (PI)-positive and/or annexin V-positive cells [(Q1 + Q2 + Q4)/
(Q1 + Q2 + Q3 + Q4)] was used to calculate the percentage of dead cells (n = 3). Data presented in (a–f) are 
expressed as means ± standard deviations (SD). Differences between results were evaluated by the t-test (a and 
b), one-way ANOVA (c and d) followed by Dunnett’s test for multiple comparisons (c and d), and two-way 
ANOVA (e and f) followed by Dunnett’s test for multiple comparisons (e and f). *p < 0.05 compared to the 
control cell population. #p < 0.05 compared to the indicated experimental groups.
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This is consistent with the reports that HIF-1 is preferentially involved in metabolic regulation, especially glucose 
metabolism12, 13, 29, 30. Both RT-PCR assay (Fig. 2b) and RNA-Seq analysis (Supplementary Figure 3b) reveal that 
expression of HIF-1α mRNA is statistically significantly suppressed in RCC4-EV cells compared to RCC4-VHL 
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Figure 5.  ROS production in response to lidocaine treatment is reduced in RCC4-EV cells in a PDK-1-
dependent manner. (a) Graphic depiction of reactive oxygen species (ROS) production in RCC4-VHL cells 
and RCC4-EV cells exposed to 4 mM lidocaine (n = 3). Data depict the ratio of ROS production in treated 
cells to compared to that in the mean value of RCC4-VHL cells without lidocaine treatment. RCC4-EV cells 
were transfected with small interfering RNA (siRNA) targeting pyruvate dehydrogenase kinases 1 (PDK-1) or 
a negative control (scr). (c) ROS production during treatment with 4 mM lidocaine was assayed. (d) Graphic 
depictions of caspase-3/7 activity (n = 5). The cellular oxygen consumption rate (OCR) (e) and extracellular 
acidification rate (ECAR) (f) were measured. Data presented in (a–f) are expressed as mean ± standard 
deviation (SD). Statistical differences between results were evaluated using the t-test (a,d and e) or two-way 
ANOVA followed by Dunnett’s test for multiple comparisons (b–d). *p < 0.05 compared to the control cell 
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cells. Although the exact molecular mechanism behind the phenomenon is to be investigated, this may be due to 
the negative feed back loop.

The primary purpose of OXPHOS is the transfer of electrons through a series of cytochromes in order to 
make a proton gradient across the inner mitochondrial membrane. The potential energy of the proton gradient 
is utilized to synthesize ATP by ATP synthases. O2 is the electron acceptor, resulting in the production of H2O 
in a process that is catalyzed by cytochrome c oxidase (COX; complex IV). COX4 has two isoforms: COX4I1 
and COX4I2. HIF-1 upregulates COX4I2 expression and activates the LON mitochondrial protease, which in 
turn degrades COX4I121. This mechanism is part of the molecular machinery for preserving ATP production in 
RCC4-EV cells. In accordance with the evidence, the basal OCR of RCC4-EV is lower than that of RCC4-VHL 
(Fig. 4a). In addition, the Carbonyl cyanide 4-(trifluoromethoxy) phenylhydrazone (FCCP)-stimulated maximal 
respiration rates in RCC4-EV cells are decreased less than in RCC4-VHL cells (Supplementary Fig. 4e). Together, 
the evidence strongly suggests that the mitochondrial ETC in RCC4-EV cells is significantly inhibited compared 
to in RCC4-VHL cells. However, the mitochondrial mass and the mitochondrial membrane potential are equiv-
alent in each cell line (Fig. 2e).

The ATP content was higher in RCC4-EV cells than in RCC4-VHL cells (Fig. 2d). Thus, as demonstrated by 
the significant difference in ECAR between RCC4-EV and RCC4-VHL cells, glycolysis in RCC4-EV cells is ele-
vated to compensate for the suppression of OXPHOS. ATP production efficiency in RCC4-EV cells, defined as a 
decrease in OCR after treatment with the complex V inhibitor oligomycin, is lower than that in RCC4-VHL cells 
(Fig. 2e). Proton leak, as defined by the mitochondrial respiration rate in the presence of oligomycin, is appar-
ent in RCC4-EV and RCC4-VHL cells (Supplementary Fig. 4g). Since mitochondrial superoxide production is 
steeply dependent on Δp, proton leak pathways may exist to minimize oxidative damage by tempering Δp and 
mitochondrial superoxide production31–33.

OXPHOS is regulated by several mechanisms, including substrate availability. The major substrate for 
OXPHOS is O2. Pyruvate is the product of glycolysis and is converted to acetyl-CoA through the activity of the 
pyruvate dehydrogenase complex of enzymes. Acetyl-CoA is another OXPHOS regulating factor. Acetyl-CoA 
directly enters the TCA cycle. The conversion of pyruvate to acetyl-CoA represents a critical regulatory point in 
cellular energy metabolism34. Pyruvate dehydrogenase is regulated by PDK phosphorylation of its E1 subunit35, 
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using anti-HIF-1α, HIF-1β, or β-actin antibodies. Experiments were repeated twice and representative blots 
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36. PDK1 is a HIF-1 downstream product that negatively regulates the function of the mitochondria by reducing 
pyruvate entry into the TCA cycle. By excluding pyruvate from mitochondrial consumption, PDK1 induction 
may increase the conversion of pyruvate to lactate, which is then shunted to the extracellular space, regenerating 
NAD for continued glycolysis. Several reports have also suggested a link between altered mitochondrial func-
tion in hypoxia and HIF activation5–7. Thus, HIF target gene activation is upstream of mitochondrial function, 
and responsible for altering mitochondrial activity in RCC4-EV cells12, 13, 22. The transcription factors HIF-1 and 
HIF-2 are identified to regulatory factors for a line of genes involving in intracellular metabolic regulation such 
as glycolysis and mitochondrial metabolism. In fact, a series of glycolytic enzyme such as glut1 and enzymes in 
TCA cycle such as isocitrate dehydrogenase 2 (IDH2) are reported to be induced under hypoxic conditions in a 
HIF-1-dependent manner in human umbilical vein endothelial cells. However, as indicated in our RNA-Seq anal-
ysis revealed that mRNA expression of IDH1, IDH2 or IDH3 was not significantly different between RCC4-EV 
cells and RCC4-VHL cells (gene_exp. diff, Supplementary Dataset S1). The evidence strongly suggests that these 
enzymes do not play a critical role in metabolic reprogramming and cell resistance to lidocaine-induced apop-
tosis. In contrast, expression of a line of glycolysis-related proteins including glut1 increases in RCC4-EV cells 
compared to RCC4-VHL cells.”

Previous reports and our recent findings indicate that both lidocaine-induced apoptosis and necrosis are 
ROS-dependent37. We recently demonstrated that lidocaine treatment induced ROS generation4. As such, these 
data imply that lidocaine-mediated cell death is dependent on mitochondrial function. Consistent with this con-
clusion, the mitochondrial DNA-deficient ρ0 cells were resistant to lidocaine treatment (Fig. 4e and f). O2 is the 
electron acceptor, resulting in the production of H2O in a process that is catalyzed by complex IV. Because the 
process is not completely efficient, electron transfer to O2 may occur at complex I or III, resulting in ROS gen-
eration, which oxidizes cellular proteins, lipids, and nucleic acids5, 6, 38. Lidocaine-induced ROS production in 
RCC4-EV cells is significantly less than in RCC4-VHL cells. Thus, HIF target gene activation is upstream of mito-
chondrial function and is responsible for altering mitochondrial activity. ROS generation in cancer cells occurs in 
a HIF-1-mediated metabolic reprogramming-dependent manner39.

In addition to regulation of HIF activity by VHL molecules, small chemical compounds activate HIFs by 
interfering the cellular HIFα hydroxylase systems9. We used two small chemical compounds, nPG competitive 
inhibition of 2-oxoglutarate19 and DFX essential cofactor Fe2+ chelate9, 14. nPG and DFX induced HIF-1α protein 
expression within 3 h (Fig. 6a). In accordance with the induction of HIF-1 activation, OCR decreased and ECAR 
increased within 6 h. The evidence indicates that not only continuous activation, but also transient activation of 
HIF-1 is sufficient to exert the metabolic reprogramming from OXPHOS to glycolysis and the reprogramming 
and mitochondria suppression are sufficient to prevent lidocaine-induced cell apoptosis. We also demonstrate 
that not only RCC4 cells derived from clear cell kidney carcinoma, but also the neuronal SH-SY5Y cells can 
acquire the lidocaine toxicity resistance.

Reduced oxygen availability elicited by hypoxia and mitochondrial dysfunction leads to increased produc-
tion of ROS by the electron transport chain. As demonstrated in this study, HIF-1 mediates adaptive metabolic 
responses to electron transport chain, including increased flux through the glycolytic pathway and decreased 
flux through the tricarboxylic acid cycle, in order to decrease mitochondrial ROS production (Fig. 7). HIF‐1 
is also involved in mitochondrial one‐carbon (folate cycle) metabolism to increase mitochondrial antioxidant 
production (NADPH and glutathione). Thus, dynamic maintenance of ROS homeostasis is dependent on HIF-1. 
Recently, it was reported that VHL-deletion rescues the retardation of cell growth elicited by antimycin, a complex 
III inhibitor in the mitochondrial respiratory chain40. Interestingly, HIF-1 activation is necessary and sufficient 
for the phenomenon. In addition to the established cell lines, HIF-1 activation by chemical HIFα-hydroxylase 

Figure 7.  The schematic representation of the findings of this study. HIF-1α- induced PDK1 sequesters 
glucose metabolite flux from the mitochondria to glycolysis. This glycolytic shift redirects the metabolic flux 
to compensate the suppression of mitochondrial activity by lidocaine to reduce ROS generation and maintain 
intracellular ATP contents. LDHA: lactate dehydrogenase A, PDH: pyruvate dehydrogenase, PDK1: pyruvate 
dehydrogenase kinase, ROS: reactive oxygen species.
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inhibitor and exposure to hypoxic environments allows survival in zebrafish treated by antimycin and in a mouse 
model of Leigh syndrome harboring deletion of Ndufs4, a structural subunit in the mitochondrial complex I41.

In conclusion, we demonstrate that HIF-1 activation due to VHL deletion, treatment with small molecule 
HIFα-hydroxylase inhibitors, and exposure to hypoxic conditions suppresses mitochondrial respiratory chain 
function and confers resistance to lidocaine toxicity (Fig. 7).

Methods
Cell culture and reagents.  The renal cell carcinoma cell lines stably transfected with pcDNA3-VHL 
(RCC4-VHL) or empty vector (RCC4-EV) were maintained in DMEM supplemented with 10% FBS, 100 U/ml 
penicillin, and 0.1 mg/ml streptomycin25. Human neuroblastoma SH-SY5Y cells were maintained in RPMI 1640 
medium that contained 10% FBS, 100 U/ml penicillin, and 0.1 mg/ml streptomycin4. n-propyl gallate (nPG), des-
feroxamine (DFX), and the anti-β-actin antibody (Ab) were obtained from Sigma (St. Louis, MO, USA). Purified 
mouse anti-human HIF-1α Ab Clone 54/HIF-1α was purchased from BD Biosciences (San Jose, CA, USA). 
Anti-HIF-2α (NB100-122) Ab was from Novus Biologicals (Littleton, CO, USA) and HIF-1β/ARNT (D28F3) XP 
rabbit mAb was from Cell Signaling Technology (Danvers, MA, USA).

Cell growth assay (MTS assay).  Cell growth was assessed using a CellTiter 96TM AQueous One Solution 
Cell Proliferation Assay (Promega, Madison, WI, USA)4. Briefly, cells were cultured overnight in 96-well plates 
(2 × 104 cells/well) and treated with the reagents as indicated in the legend to each figure. Twenty μl of CellTiter 
96 AQueous One Solution was added to each well, and after 1 hour incubation the absorbance at 490 nm was 
recorded using an iMarkTM Microplate Reader (BIO-RAD, Hercules, CA, USA). All samples were tested 3 or 4 
times for each experiment.

Caspase assays.  Caspase-3/7 and caspase-9 activities were assessed using an Apo-ONETM Homogeneous 
Caspase-3/7 Assay Kit (Promega) and a Caspase-GloTM 9 Assays Kit (Promega), respectively, following the man-
ufacturer’s instruction4. Briefly, cells were plated in 96-well plates (2 × 104 cells/well) and incubated overnight. 
Cells were then treated with the appropriate drug(s) for the indicated periods, and caspase activity was measured 
by adding 100 μl of Apo-One assay reagent to each well. The fluorescence of each sample was measured using an 
EnSpireTM Multimode Plate Reader (PerkinElmer, Waltham, MA, USA). Assays were performed in triplicate and 
repeated at least twice. Data were expressed as mean ± standard deviation (SD).

Immunoblot assays.  Whole-cell lysates were prepared as described previously42–44 using ice-cold lysis 
buffer (0.1% SDS, 1% Nonidet P-40 [NP-40], 5 mM EDTA, 150 mM NaCl, 50 mM Tris-Cl [pH 8.0], 2 mM DTT, 
1 mM sodium orthovanadate, and Complete Protease InhibitorTM [Roche Diagnostics, Tokyo, Japan]). Samples 
were centrifuged at 10,000 × g to sediment the cell debris, and the supernatant was used for subsequent immu-
noblotting experiments. For HIF-α and HIF-1β determinations, 100 µg of protein was fractionated by sodium 
dodecyl sulfate-polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis (7.5% gel), transferred to membranes and immunoblotted 
using primary antibodies at a dilution of 1:1,000. Horseradish peroxidase-conjugated to sheep anti-mouse IgG 
(GE Healthcare, Piscataway, NJ, USA) was used as a secondary antibody at a dilution of 1:1,000. The signal was 
developed using enhanced chemiluminescence reagent (GE Healthcare). Experiments were repeated at least two 
times and representative blots are shown.

Analysis of cell death.  Apoptotic cell death was determined using Annexin V-FITC Apoptosis Detection 
Kit (BioVision, Milpitas, CA, USA), as described previously4. Briefly, cells were plated in 6-well plates (3 × 105 
cells/well) the day prior to the assay. After overnight incubation, cells were treated with the indicated drug(s) 
for varying lengths of time and harvested by centrifugation at 260 × g for 3 min. The resulting cell pellets were 
resuspended in 500 μl binding buffer containing 5 μl of Annexin V-FITC and 5 μl of propidium iodide (PI; 50 μg/
ml), and stained for 5 min at 25 °C in the dark. Cells were analyzed using a FACSCalibur flow cytometer (BD 
Biosciences) equipped with CellQuest ProTM software. Data analysis was performed using FlowJoTM version 7.6.3 
software (TreeStar, Ashland, OR, USA), and the results were exported to Excel spreadsheets, subsequently ana-
lyzed with the statistical application Prism7TM.

Lactate dehydrogenase (LDH)-based cytotoxic assay.  Cell cytotoxicity was measured using 
CytoTox-ONETM Kit (Promega) as described previoulsy4. Briefly, cells were cultured overnight in 96-well 
plates (2 × 104 cells/well) and treated with the indicated drug(s) for varying lengths of time. Twenty μl of 
CytoTox-ONETM reagent was added to each well and plates were incubated at 22 °C for 10 min. The reaction was 
terminated by adding 50 µl of Stop Solution, and the fluorescence was recorded with an excitation wavelength of 
560 nm and an emission wavelength of 590 nm using an EnSpireTM Multimode Plate Reader (PerkinElmer). The 
percentage of cell death was determined by comparing the release of LDH (fluorescence value) from each treat-
ment group with that of the positive control treated with Lysis solution, which was defined as 100%. Meanwhile, 
the value for LDH release from untreated cells (negative control) was defined as 0%. Each sample was assayed in 
triplicate.

Determination of mitochondrial membrane potential (ΔΨm).  Mitochondrial membrane potential 
was assessed by flow cytometry with MitoPTTM JC-1 Assay Kit (ImmunoChemistry Technologies, Bloomington, 
MN, USA), according to the manufacturer’s instructions4. Cells were seeded in 6-well plates (3 × 105 cells/well) 
and cultured overnight. After treatment with the appropriate drug(s), cells were collected by centrifugation at 
260 × g for 3 min. Cell pellets were resuspended in JC-1 staining solution and incubated at 37 °C for 15 min in the 
dark. Samples were subsequently analyzed using a FACSCalibur flow cytometer (BD Biosciences) equipped with 
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CellQuest ProTM software for detecting JC-1 aggregates with red fluorescence (590 nm emission) or the mono-
meric form (green fluorescence; 527 nm emission). The data were evaluated using FlowJo version 7.6.3 software 
(TreeStar, San Carlos, CA, USA), and the results were exported to Excel spreadsheets, subsequently analyzed 
using the statistical application Prims7TM.

ATP assay.  The CellTiter-GloTM luminescent cell viability assay Kit (Promega, Madison, WI) was used to 
evaluate the intracellular ATP content. Cells were seeded in 96-well plates. After 24 hours of attachment to the 
bottom of the plates, 50 μl of the CellTiter-Glo reagent was added directly into each well for a 10-minute incu-
bation. The plate was read by an EnSpireTM Multimode Plate Reader (PerkinElmer, Waltham, MA, USA) after 
incubation to monitor the luminescence signal generated by the luciferase-catalyzed reaction of luciferin and 
ATP. Assays were performed in triplicate at least twice. ATP content was then calculated by comparing the lumi-
nescence levels of RCC4-VHL cells with that of RCC4-EV cells, which was defined as 100%. Data were expressed 
as mean ± standard deviation (SD).

Gene silencing by siRNA.  Cells were grown until 30–50% confluence prior to plating on a 
24-well plate using DMEM without antibiotics44. The cells were then transfected with Validated 
Stealth RNAi (100 pmol/mL) for HIF-1α (sense: 5′-GGAUGCUGGUGAUUUGGAUAUUGAAdTdT
- 3 ′ ,  a n t i s e n s e :  5 ′ - U U C A AUAU C C A A AU C AC C AG C AU C C d Td T- 3 ′ ) ,  H I F - 2 α  ( s e n s e : 
5′-CAGCAUCUUUGAUAGCAGUdTdT-3′ and antisense: 5′-ACUGCUAUCAAAGAUGCUGdTdT-3), or with 
the Stealth RNAi Negative Control Kit (Invitrogen Corp., Carlsbad, CA, USA) using Lipofectamine RNAiMAX 
(Invitrogen Corp.), according to the manufacturer’s instructions. Transfected cells were incubated in a normoxic 
incubator for 24 h following siRNA transfection.

Hypoxic treatment.  Cells were maintained in a multigas incubator (APMW-36; Astec, Fukuoka, Japan) and 
exposed to hypoxic conditions (1% O2–5% CO2–94% N2) for the indicated times42.

Cellular oxygen consumption and extracellular acidification measurement.  Cellular oxygen 
consumption rate (OCR) and extracellular acidification rate (ECAR) were detected using the XF Cell Mito 
Stress TestTM and XF Glycolysis Stress TestTM by an Extracellular Flux AnalyzerTM XFp respectively (Agilent 
Technologies, Santa Clara, CA). RCC4 and RCC4-VHL cells (2 × 105) were seeded onto each well of an XFp Cell 
Culture microplate. OCR was assessed in glucose-containing XF base medium according to the manufacturer’s 
instructions. The sensor cartridge for the XFp analyzer was hydrated in a 37 °C non-CO2 incubator a day before 
experiment. For the OCR assay, the sensor cartridge was loaded with 1.5 μM oligomycin (complex V inhibitor) 
into injection port A, 2 μM FCCP into port B, and 0.5 μM rotenone/antimycin A (inhibitors of complex I and 
complex III) into port C. During the sensor calibration, cells were incubated in the 37 °C non-CO2 incubator 
in 180 μl assay medium (XF Base Medium, 5.5 mM glucose, 1 mM pyruvate, and 2 mM l-glutamine, pH 7.4). 
The plate was immediately placed onto the calibrated XFp Extracellular Flux Analyzer for the Mito Stress Test 
(Supplementary Fig. 4). Calculations were as follows:

OCR (basal) = OCR (last rate measurement before oligomycin injection) − OCR (minimum rate measure-
ment after rotenone/antimycin-A injection).

OCR (maximal) = OCR (maximum rate measurement after FCCP injection) − OCR (minimum rate meas-
urement after rotenone/antimycin-A injection).

OCR (non-mitochondrial respiration) = OCR (minimum rate measurement after Rotenone/antimycin-A 
injection)

Proton Leak = OCR (minimum rate measurement after Oligomycin injection) − OCR (non-mitochondrial 
respiration).

For the ECAR assay, the injection port A on the sensor cartridge was loaded with 10 mM glucose. During the 
sensor calibration, cells were incubated in the 37 °C non-CO2 incubator in 180 μl assay medium (XF Base Medium 
and 2 mM l-glutamine, pH 7.4). The plate was immediately placed into the calibrated XFp Extracellular Flux 
Analyzer for the Glycolysis Stress Test. Oligomycin (1 µM) and 2-DG (50 mM) were used for the measurement. 
ECAR was normalized to the total protein/well. ECAR (Glycolysis) = ECAR (maximum rate measurement after 
glucose injection) − ECAR (last rate measurement before glucose injection).

Quantitative RT-PCR analysis (qRT-PCR).  Total RNA was extracted from cells using the TaKaRa 
FastPure RNA kit (Takara Bio, Ohtsu, Japan), according to the manufacturer’s instructions. First-strand synthe-
sis and RT-PCR were performed using the One-step SYBR PrimeScript RT-PCR kit (Takara Bio), according to 
the manufacturer’s protocol. Amplification and detection were performed using the Applied Biosystems 7300 
Real-time PCR System (Applied Biosystems, Foster City, CA, USA). PCR primers were purchased from Qiagen. 
The change in expression of each target mRNA was calculated relative to the level of 18 S rRNA44.

Data analysis of RNA-Seq.  FASTQ files for RCC4-EV cells (SRR1554431 and SRR1554986) and 
RCC4-VHL cells (SRR1554988 and SRR155499) were obtained from the Sequence Read Archive (https://trace.
ddbj.nig.ac.jp/dra/index_e.html). The quality of sequence data was evaluated by FastQC (http://www.bioinfor-
matics.babraham.ac.uk/projects/fastqc/) after the trimming process by fastx_toolkit v 0.0.14 (http://hannonlab.
cshl.edu/fastx_toolkit/). The human reference sequence file (hs37d5.fa) was downloaded from the 1000 genome 
ftp site (ftp://ftp.1000genomes.ebi.ac.uk/vol1/ftp/technical/reference/phase2_reference_assembly_sequence/), 
and the annotated general feature format (gff) file was downloaded from the Illumina iGenome ftp site (ftp://
igenome:G3nom3s4u@ussd-ftp.illumina.com/Homo_sapiens/NCBI/build37.2/). The human genome index was 
constructed with bowtie-build in Bowtie v.2.2.945. The fastq files were aligned to the reference genomic sequence 
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https://trace.ddbj.nig.ac.jp/dra/index_e.html
http://www.bioinformatics.babraham.ac.uk/projects/fastqc/
http://www.bioinformatics.babraham.ac.uk/projects/fastqc/
http://hannonlab.cshl.edu/fastx_toolkit/
http://hannonlab.cshl.edu/fastx_toolkit/


www.nature.com/scientificreports/

13Scientific Reports | 7: 3816  | DOI:10.1038/s41598-017-03980-7

by TopHat v.2.1.1 with default parameters46. Bowtie2 v2.2.9 and Samtools v.1.3.1 was used with the TopHat pro-
gram47. Estimation of transcript abundance was calculated, and the count values were normalized to the upper 
quartile of the fragments per kilobase of transcript per million fragments mapped reads (FPKM) using Cufflinks 
(cuffdiff) v2.1.148.

Metascape (http://metascape.org/) was used for the gene set enrichment analysis. A gene list for metascape 
analysis was generated using the output from the cuffdiff program, in which 72 genes judged as ‘significantly 
differentially expressed’ (p < 0.05) in cuffdiff output (gene_exp. diff, Supplementary Dataset S1) were contained 
(Supplementary Fig. S3a).

Genes containing Gene Ontology annotations (‘canonical glycolysis’ (GO:0061621) and ‘hypoxia-inducible 
factor-1alpha signaling pathway’ (GO:0097411)) were extracted using Ensembl Biomart49 and sorted by cor-
responding values (common logarithms of ([FPKM of RCC4-EV] + 1)/([FPKM of RCC4-VHL] + 1)) calcu-
lated from the same cuffdiff output file (Supplementary Fig. S3b). The integer one was added to all FPKM values 
because we cannot calculate the logarithm of 0. The histogram was generated using TIBCO Spotfire Desktop 
v7.6.0 with TIBCO Spotfire’s “Better World” program license (TIBCO Spotfire, Inc., Palo Alto, CA, USA) (http://
spotfire.tibco.com/better-world-donation-program/).

Statistical Analysis.  All experiments were repeated at least twice and each sample was evaluated in trip-
licate. Representative data, expressed as mean ± SD, are shown. Differences between results were evaluated by 
one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA) or two-way ANOVA, followed by Dunnet’s test for multiple comparisons 
or by the t-test using Prism7Tm. P-values < 0.05 were considered statistically significant.

References
	 1.	 Butterworth, J. F. T. & Strichartz, G. R. Molecular mechanisms of local anesthesia: a review. Anesthesiology 72, 711–734 (1990).
	 2.	 Grouselle, M., Tueux, O., Dabadie, P., Georgescaud, D. & Mazat, J. P. Effect of local anaesthetics on mitochondrial membrane 

potential in living cells. Biochem J 271, 269–272, doi:10.1042/bj2710269 (1990).
	 3.	 Johnson, M. E., Uhl, C. B., Spittler, K. H., Wang, H. & Gores, G. J. Mitochondrial injury and caspase activation by the local anesthetic 

lidocaine. Anesthesiology 101, 1184–1194, doi:10.1097/00000542-200411000-00019 (2004).
	 4.	 Okamoto, A. et al. The antioxidant N-acetyl cysteine suppresses lidocaine-induced intracellular reactive oxygen species production 

and cell death in neuronal SH-SY5Y cells. BMC Anesthesiol 16, 104, doi:10.1186/s12871-016-0273-3 (2016).
	 5.	 Brunelle, J. K. et al. Oxygen sensing requires mitochondrial ROS but not oxidative phosphorylation. Cell Metab 1, 409–414, 

doi:10.1016/j.cmet.2005.05.002 (2005).
	 6.	 Guzy, R. D. et al. Mitochondrial complex III is required for hypoxia-induced ROS production and cellular oxygen sensing. Cell 

Metab 1, 401–408, doi:10.1016/j.cmet.2005.05.001 (2005).
	 7.	 Mansfield, K. D. et al. Mitochondrial dysfunction resulting from loss of cytochrome c impairs cellular oxygen sensing and hypoxic 

HIF-alpha activation. Cell Metab 1, 393–399, doi:10.1016/j.cmet.2005.05.003 (2005).
	 8.	 Semenza, G. L. HIF-1 and human disease: one highly involved factor. Genes Dev 14, 1983–1991 (2000).
	 9.	 Hirota, K. & Semenza, G. L. Regulation of hypoxia-inducible factor 1 by prolyl and asparaginyl hydroxylases. Biochem Biophys Res 

Commun 338, 610–616, doi:10.1016/j.bbrc.2005.08.193 (2005).
	10.	 Hirota, K. & Semenza, G. L. Regulation of angiogenesis by hypoxia-inducible factor 1. Crit Rev Oncol Hematol 59, 15–26, 

doi:10.1016/j.critrevonc.2005.12.003 (2006).
	11.	 Hirota, K. Hypoxia-inducible factor 1, a master transcription factor of cellular hypoxic gene expression. J Anesth 16, 150–159, 

doi:10.1007/s005400200011 (2002).
	12.	 Papandreou, I., Cairns, R. A., Fontana, L., Lim, A. L. & Denko, N. C. HIF-1 mediates adaptation to hypoxia by actively 

downregulating mitochondrial oxygen consumption. Cell Metab 3, 187–197, doi:10.1016/j.cmet.2006.01.012 (2006).
	13.	 Kim, J. W., Tchernyshyov, I., Semenza, G. L. & Dang, C. V. HIF-1-mediated expression of pyruvate dehydrogenase kinase: a 

metabolic switch required for cellular adaptation to hypoxia. Cell Metab 3, 177–185, doi:10.1016/j.cmet.2006.02.002 (2006).
	14.	 Wang, G. L., Jiang, B. H., Rue, E. A. & Semenza, G. L. Hypoxia-inducible factor 1 is a basic-helix-loop-helix-PAS heterodimer 

regulated by cellular O2 tension. Proc Natl Acad Sci USA 92, 5510–5514, doi:10.1073/pnas.92.12.5510 (1995).
	15.	 Epstein, A. C. et al. C. elegans EGL-9 and mammalian homologs define a family of dioxygenases that regulate HIF by prolyl 

hydroxylation. Cell 107, 43–54, doi:10.1016/S0092-8674(01)00507-4 (2001).
	16.	 Mahon, P. C., Hirota, K. & Semenza, G. L. FIH-1: a novel protein that interacts with HIF-1alpha and VHL to mediate repression of 

HIF-1 transcriptional activity. Genes Dev 15, 2675–2686, doi:10.1101/gad.924501 (2001).
	17.	 Lando, D. et al. FIH-1 is an asparaginyl hydroxylase enzyme that regulates the transcriptional activity of hypoxia-inducible factor. 

Genes Dev 16, 1466–1471, doi:10.1101/gad.991402 (2002).
	18.	 Ivan, M. et al. HIFalpha targeted for VHL-mediated destruction by proline hydroxylation: implications for O2 sensing. Science 292, 

464–468, doi:10.1126/science.1059817 (2001).
	19.	 Kimura, M. et al. n-Propyl gallate activates hypoxia-inducible factor 1 by modulating intracellular oxygen-sensing systems. Biochem 

J 411, 97–105, doi:10.1042/BJ20070824 (2008).
	20.	 Maxwell, P. H. et al. The tumour suppressor protein VHL targets hypoxia-inducible factors for oxygen-dependent proteolysis. Nature 

399, 271–275, doi:10.1038/20459 (1999).
	21.	 Fukuda, R. et al. HIF-1 regulates cytochrome oxidase subunits to optimize efficiency of respiration in hypoxic cells. Cell 129, 

111–122, doi:10.1016/j.cell.2007.01.047 (2007).
	22.	 Zhang, H. et al. HIF-1 inhibits mitochondrial biogenesis and cellular respiration in VHL-deficient renal cell carcinoma by repression 

of C-MYC activity. Cancer Cell 11, 407–420, doi:10.1016/j.ccr.2007.04.001 (2007).
	23.	 Aragones, J. et al. Deficiency or inhibition of oxygen sensor Phd1 induces hypoxia tolerance by reprogramming basal metabolism. 

Nat Genet 40, 170–180, doi:10.1038/ng.2007.62 (2008).
	24.	 Kelly, D. P. Hypoxic reprogramming. Nat Genet 40, 132–134, doi:10.1038/ng0208-132 (2008).
	25.	 Yamaguchi, R., Harada, H. & Hirota, K. VHL-deficient renal cancer cells gain resistance to mitochondria-activating apoptosis 

inducers by activating AKT through the IGF1R-PI3K pathway. Tumour Biol 37, 13295–13306, doi:10.1007/s13277-016-5260-2 
(2016).

	26.	 Semenza, G. L. Oxygen-dependent regulation of mitochondrial respiration by hypoxia-inducible factor 1. Biochem J 405, 1–9, 
doi:10.1042/BJ20070389 (2007).

	27.	 Prabhakar, N. R., Kumar, G. K. & Nanduri, J. Intermittent hypoxia-mediated plasticity of acute O2 sensing requires altered red-ox 
regulation by HIF-1 and HIF-2. Ann N Y Acad Sci 1177, 162–168, doi:10.1111/j.1749-6632.2009.05034.x (2009).

	28.	 Loboda, A., Jozkowicz, A. & Dulak, J. HIF-1 and HIF-2 transcription factors–similar but not identical. Mol Cells 29, 435–442, 
doi:10.1007/s10059-010-0067-2 (2010).

http://metascape.org/
http://S1
http://S3a
http://S3b
http://spotfire.tibco.com/better-world-donation-program/
http://spotfire.tibco.com/better-world-donation-program/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1042/bj2710269
http://dx.doi.org/10.1097/00000542-200411000-00019
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/s12871-016-0273-3
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cmet.2005.05.002
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cmet.2005.05.001
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cmet.2005.05.003
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.bbrc.2005.08.193
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.critrevonc.2005.12.003
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s005400200011
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cmet.2006.01.012
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cmet.2006.02.002
http://dx.doi.org/10.1073/pnas.92.12.5510
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0092-8674(01)00507-4
http://dx.doi.org/10.1101/gad.924501
http://dx.doi.org/10.1101/gad.991402
http://dx.doi.org/10.1126/science.1059817
http://dx.doi.org/10.1042/BJ20070824
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/20459
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cell.2007.01.047
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ccr.2007.04.001
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/ng.2007.62
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/ng0208-132
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s13277-016-5260-2
http://dx.doi.org/10.1042/BJ20070389
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1749-6632.2009.05034.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10059-010-0067-2


www.nature.com/scientificreports/

1 4Scientific Reports | 7: 3816  | DOI:10.1038/s41598-017-03980-7

	29.	 Semenza, G. L. Hypoxia-inducible factors: coupling glucose metabolism and redox regulation with induction of the breast cancer 
stem cell phenotype. EMBO J 36, 252–259, doi:10.15252/embj.201695204 (2017).

	30.	 Yang, C. et al. Analysis of hypoxia-induced metabolic reprogramming. Methods Enzymol 542, 425–455, doi:10.1016/B978-0-12-
416618-9.00022-4 (2014).

	31.	 Nicholls, D. G. The influence of respiration and ATP hydrolysis on the proton-electrochemical gradient across the inner membrane 
of rat-liver mitochondria as determined by ion distribution. Eur J Biochem 50, 305–315, doi:10.1111/ejb.1974.50.issue-1 (1974).

	32.	 Chance, B. & Williams, G. R. Respiratory enzymes in oxidative phosphorylation. III. The steady state. J Biol Chem 217, 409–427 
(1955).

	33.	 Nobes, C. D., Brown, G. C., Olive, P. N. & Brand, M. D. Non-ohmic proton conductance of the mitochondrial inner membrane in 
hepatocytes. J Biol Chem 265, 12903–12909 (1990).

	34.	 Semba, H. et al. HIF-1alpha-PDK1 axis-induced active glycolysis plays an essential role in macrophage migratory capacity. Nat 
Commun 7, 11635, doi:10.1038/ncomms11635 (2016).

	35.	 Holness, M. J. & Sugden, M. C. Regulation of pyruvate dehydrogenase complex activity by reversible phosphorylation. Biochem Soc 
Trans 31, 1143–1151, doi:10.1042/bst0311143 (2003).

	36.	 Sugden, M. C. & Holness, M. J. Recent advances in mechanisms regulating glucose oxidation at the level of the pyruvate 
dehydrogenase complex by PDKs. Am J Physiol Endocrinol Metab 284, E855–862, doi:10.1152/ajpendo.00526.2002 (2003).

	37.	 Werdehausen, R. et al. Apoptosis induction by different local anaesthetics in a neuroblastoma cell line. Br J Anaesth 103, 711–718, 
doi:10.1093/bja/aep236 (2009).

	38.	 Chen, Q., Vazquez, E. J., Moghaddas, S., Hoppel, C. L. & Lesnefsky, E. J. Production of reactive oxygen species by mitochondria: 
central role of complex III. J Biol Chem 278, 36027–36031, doi:10.1074/jbc.M304854200 (2003).

	39.	 Zhao, T. et al. HIF-1-mediated metabolic reprogramming reduces ROS levels and facilitates the metastatic colonization of cancers 
in lungs. Sci Rep 4, 3793, doi:10.1038/srep03793 (2014).

	40.	 Shoubridge, E. A. Mitochondria. Mitochondrial disease therapy from thin air? Science 352, 31–32, doi:10.1126/science.aaf5248 
(2016).

	41.	 Jain, I. H. et al. Hypoxia as a therapy for mitochondrial disease. Science 352, 54–61, doi:10.1126/science.aad9642 (2016).
	42.	 Kai, S. et al. Hydrogen sulfide inhibits hypoxia- but not anoxia-induced hypoxia-inducible factor 1 activation in a von hippel-lindau- 

and mitochondria-dependent manner. Antioxidants & redox signaling 16, 203–216, doi:10.1089/ars.2011.3882 (2012).
	43.	 Tanaka, T. et al. Persisting mild hypothermia suppresses hypoxia-inducible factor-1alpha protein synthesis and hypoxia-inducible 

factor-1-mediated gene expression. Am J Physiol Regul Integr Comp Physiol 298, R661–671, doi:10.1152/ajpregu.00732.2009 (2010).
	44.	 Daijo, H. et al. Cigarette smoke reversibly activates hypoxia-inducible factor 1 in a reactive oxygen species-dependent manner. Sci 

Rep 6, 34424, doi:10.1038/srep34424 (2016).
	45.	 Langmead, B. & Salzberg, S. L. Fast gapped-read alignment with Bowtie 2. Nat Methods 9, 357–359, doi:10.1038/nmeth.1923 (2012).
	46.	 Kim, D. et al. TopHat2: accurate alignment of transcriptomes in the presence of insertions, deletions and gene fusions. Genome Biol 

14, R36, doi:10.1186/gb-2013-14-4-r36 (2013).
	47.	 Li, H. et al. The Sequence Alignment/Map format and SAMtools. Bioinformatics 25, 2078–2079, doi:10.1093/bioinformatics/btp352 

(2009).
	48.	 Trapnell, C. et al. Transcript assembly and quantification by RNA-Seq reveals unannotated transcripts and isoform switching during 

cell differentiation. Nat Biotechnol 28, 511–515, doi:10.1038/nbt.1621 (2010).
	49.	 Kinsella, R. J. et al. Ensembl BioMarts: a hub for data retrieval across taxonomic space. Database 2011, 2011, bar030-bar030, 

doi:10.1093/database/bar030 (2011).

Acknowledgements
This work was supported by the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science KAKENHI; Grants #26670693 and 
#24592336 to K.H., #25462457 to K.N., and #15K15577 to T.I. This work was also supported by the National 
Bioscience Database Center (NBDC) of the Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST) to H.B. We would like to 
thank Editage (www.editage.jp) for English language editing.

Author Contributions
A.O. and performed the experiments, analyzed the data, and co-wrote the manuscript. C.S., M.K., H.T., Y.M., 
K.N., T.I., and H.B. contributed to the data analysis and discussion. K.T. and H.H. provided technical support. 
K.H. designed and supervised the study, analyzed the data, and co-wrote the manuscript.

Additional Information
Supplementary information accompanies this paper at doi:10.1038/s41598-017-03980-7
Competing Interests: The authors declare that they have no competing interests.
Publisher's note: Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published maps and 
institutional affiliations.

Open Access This article is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International 
License, which permits use, sharing, adaptation, distribution and reproduction in any medium or 

format, as long as you give appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the Cre-
ative Commons license, and indicate if changes were made. The images or other third party material in this 
article are included in the article’s Creative Commons license, unless indicated otherwise in a credit line to the 
material. If material is not included in the article’s Creative Commons license and your intended use is not per-
mitted by statutory regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will need to obtain permission directly from the 
copyright holder. To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.
 
© The Author(s) 2017

http://dx.doi.org/10.15252/embj.201695204
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-416618-9.00022-4
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-416618-9.00022-4
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/ejb.1974.50.issue-1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/ncomms11635
http://dx.doi.org/10.1042/bst0311143
http://dx.doi.org/10.1152/ajpendo.00526.2002
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/bja/aep236
http://dx.doi.org/10.1074/jbc.M304854200
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/srep03793
http://dx.doi.org/10.1126/science.aaf5248
http://dx.doi.org/10.1126/science.aad9642
http://dx.doi.org/10.1089/ars.2011.3882
http://dx.doi.org/10.1152/ajpregu.00732.2009
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/srep34424
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nmeth.1923
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/gb-2013-14-4-r36
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/bioinformatics/btp352
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nbt.1621
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/database/bar030
http://www.editage.jp
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/s41598-017-03980-7
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

	HIF-1-mediated suppression of mitochondria electron transport chain function confers resistance to lidocaine-induced cell d ...
	Results

	RCC4-EV cells are more resistant to lidocaine-induced cell injury than RCC4-VHL cells. 
	HIFs are activated in RCC4-EV cells under 20% O2 conditions. 
	HIF-1 activation is required for RCC4-EV cells to confer resistance to lidocaine-induced cell death. 
	Reprogrammed oxygen metabolism is established in RCC4-EV cells. 
	ROS production in response to lidocaine treatment is reduced in RCC4-EV cells in a PDK-1-dependent manner. 
	HIF-1 activation is sufficient to resist lidocaine toxicity in neuronal SH-SY5Y cells. 

	Discussion

	Methods

	Cell culture and reagents. 
	Cell growth assay (MTS assay). 
	Caspase assays. 
	Immunoblot assays. 
	Analysis of cell death. 
	Lactate dehydrogenase (LDH)-based cytotoxic assay. 
	Determination of mitochondrial membrane potential (ΔΨm). 
	ATP assay. 
	Gene silencing by siRNA. 
	Hypoxic treatment. 
	Cellular oxygen consumption and extracellular acidification measurement. 
	Quantitative RT-PCR analysis (qRT-PCR). 
	Data analysis of RNA-Seq. 
	Statistical Analysis. 

	Acknowledgements

	Figure 1 RCC4-EV cells are more resistant to lidocaine-induced cell injury than RCC4-VHL cells.
	Figure 2 HIFs are activated in RCC4-EV cells in normoxic conditions.
	Figure 3 HIF-1 activation is required for RCC4-EV cells to confer resistance against lidocaine-induced cell death.
	Figure 4 Reprogrammed oxygen metabolism is established in RCC4-EV cells.
	Figure 5 ROS production in response to lidocaine treatment is reduced in RCC4-EV cells in a PDK-1-dependent manner.
	Figure 6 HIF-1 activation is sufficient to resist lidocaine toxicity in neuronal SH-SY5Y cells.
	Figure 7 The schematic representation of the findings of this study.




